The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Take It To The Box!
Help reduce misuse of prescription drugs
Planning to plant?
The Master Gardeners will
hold a plant sale Aug. 25 and
host “Garden Fever” on Sept. 27.
Page 7

City to Country Tour set
Laura Lovegreen and Rosie
are ready to host visitors at
Green Acres farm Sept. 29.
Page 16

Focus
on
jobs
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The Scott County Library
system has resources for job
seekers, creators.
Page 11

“Everyone’s heard of ‘Generation X’ and ‘Generation Y,’ but we’re
the kids of ‘Generation Rx.’” That’s
statement, uttered by a young Scott
County heroin user, has become one
of Scott County Attorney Pat Ciliberto’s most often used quotes when
discussing the scourge of prescription
medication abuse in the community.
“That kid went from abusing pain
medication straight to heroin, with no
stops in between,” Ciliberto said.
Unfortunately, this story isn’t altogether uncommon. According to
Scott County Sheriff Kevin Studnicka, the misuse of prescription medication now likely ranks just below
heroin in terms of drug abuse in Scott
County: “And it’s a fair statement that
these medications are coming out of
someone’s house before they hit the
streets.” That’s why, in large part,
County Attorney Ciliberto and Sheriff Studnicka helped spearhead a part-

to discard them anonymously and
at no charge. “This is a great risk
management tool,” Sheriff Studnicka
said. “It’s a great way to help prevent
these drugs from ever getting into the
community.” It’s also a positive environmental health program as well,
noted Ciliberto, “Because these products are being disposed of correctly,
not discarded through the sewer sysWHPVRUODQG¿OOV´
Another advantage? “When addiction rates rise, we see a corresponding rise in other criminal activity, such as burglary, car break-ins,
and theft,” Ciliberto stated.
The program’s inception began a
few years ago, when the Sheriff and
County Attorney visited Chisago
County, one of only two counties in
Minnesota to offer such a service.
“We learned from what they were
GRLQJDQGWDLORUHGLWWR¿WWKH6FRWW

nership among all of the police chiefs
as well as the Meth Task Force to try
to blunt access to these medications
through a program called Take It To
The Box.
Now in its second year, the Take
It To The Box program has collected
an estimated one ton of unneeded
prescription and over-the-counter
medications, pet medications, illegal
drugs, and drug paraphernalia. With
sites in almost every city, Take It To
The Box promotes the safe use, safe
storage, and safe disposal of these County community,” Studnicka said.
products through allowing residents TAKE IT TO THE BOX to page 13

Coming soon!
County to open
Customer Service
Center in
Elko New Market
The Scott County Customer Service Department is pleased to announce that, coming soon, a Customer Service Center will be opening
in the newly constructed Elko New
Market Library and Senior Center
(110 J. Roberts Way)!
What services can you expect to
receive at this new Center?
Ɣ'ULYHUDQGYHKLFOHVHUYLFHV HJ
duplicate drivers licenses, vehicle
tabs, title transfers, et cetera)
Ɣ6QRZERDWOLFHQVHV
Ɣ5HJLVWUDURI7LWOHGRFXPHQWGURS
off center
Ɣ3LFNXSDQGSD\IRUEXLOGLQJ
permits
Ɣ3XUFKDVHRU¿OHPDUULDJHELUWK
DQGGHDWKFHUWL¿FDWHV
Ɣ$SSOLFDWLRQDYDLODELOLW\IRU
YDULRXVGHSDUWPHQWVWRSLFNXS¿OO
RXWDQGRU¿OH
Ɣ3XUFKDVHKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJ
Licenses
Ɣ5HJLVWHUWRYRWH
Ɣ3D\\RXUSURSHUW\WD[HV
Please contact Cindy Geis at (952)
 RU YLD HPDLO DW FJHLV#
co.scott.mn.us with any input, ideas,
or comments so that we can continue
to serve your needs.
Hours of Service:
0RQGD\V±SP 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
:HGQHVGD\VSP
Fridays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
(Schedule for September – May only)

Fair fun
Visitors to the Scott County Fair enjoyed good weather,
entertainment attractions, and the opportunity to get a close-up
look at all kinds of animals and produce raised in Scott County.

Voters should check
registration status
The 2012 Primary Election is set
for Tuesday, Aug. 14, and the General
Election will be held Tuesday, Nov.
6. Both Scott County and the State
of Minnesota have a long tradition of
strong voter participation.
This year, due to the completion of
the 2010 Census and the redistricting
SURFHVV DOO IHGHUDO DQG VWDWH RI¿FHV
will be on the ballot. In addition, all
Scott County Commissioner seats
(and races for your city, township, least 20 days prior to Election Day
and school board members whose (this year, November 6), and
$UHQRWDFRQYLFWHGIHORQDQG
terms are expiring), will be on the
+DYHQRWKDG\RXUYRWLQJULJKWV
ballot.
revoked by a court, and
+DYHQRWEHHQIRXQGOHJDOO\LQAre you registered to vote? If you:
+DYHQRW\HWUHJLVWHUHGWRYRWH competent by a court…
and
You are eligible to vote, and
$UHD86FLWL]HQDQG
should register. Find out how...
$UHDWOHDVW\HDUVROGDQG
+DYHOLYHGLQ0LQQHVRWDIRUDW VOTING to Page 6
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Commissioners’ Corner

By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

“American dream” needs renewal
The “American dream” was a term coined by author and historian James
Truslow Adams in 1931. While many mistakenly believe that the “dream”
was a reference to home ownership, Truslow made no reference to housing -- his was a vision of a country where you can make your life what you
want, as long as you work hard for it. For centuries, the American dream has
lured people from all over the world because of the possibility that, if you worked
hard, your kids would then have a better life than you. But what if that isn’t true
anymore?
The “Great Recession” -- with its persistent high unemployment numbers,
a genuine and robust uptick in hiring nowhere in sight, an increasing disparity in wealth and income, and the rather anemic growth within the economy
-- has led some to declare that the “American Dream,” if not dead, has been
mortally wounded.
,QIDFW&ROXPELD3URIHVVRU-RVHSK6WLJOLW]LQKLVUHFHQWERRNWLWOHGThe
Price of Inequality, sets forth the conclusion that America is “…no longer the land
RI RSSRUWXQLW\´DQG³«WKHµ$PHULFDQGUHDP¶LV D P\WK´  6WDWLVWLFDOO\ 6WLJOLW]
notes that in the last 30 years the share of national income held by the top 1 percent of Americans has doubled while the median income for American workers
KDYH VWDJQDWHG  6LJQL¿FDQWO\ KH REVHUYHV WKDW ³$PHULFD KDV WKH OHDVW HTXDOLW\
of opportunity of any of the advanced industrial economies.” The essence of his
research is that the status you’re born into (rich or poor) is very likely to be the
status of your entire life in America. The general conclusion seems to be that if the
root causes of this inequality are not addressed, America will become a two-class
society that looks more like a third world economy.
Home values have plummeted, our infrastructure is crumbling, our social safety net has been stretched to its limits, the cost of health care is crushing governPHQWDQGSULYDWHEXVLQHVVDOLNHDQGRXUULVLQJGHEWDQGGH¿FLWULVNVDERWDJLQJRXU
already fragile economy; and all of this is occurring at a time when both private
investment and government spending are necessary if we hope to tackle unemSOR\PHQW $QG ZKLOH PDQ\$PHULFDQV DUH IHHOLQJ WKH VWLQJ RI WKHVH GLI¿FXOW
economic times, far too much of our politics focus on wedge issues… while far
too little attention is being paid to what drives the American dream – the vitality
of the American economy.
Given all of the disheartening news, it is relatively easy to understand the
despair of the current generation of college graduates, many of whom are
graduating with significant debt and few job prospects. A significant number of Americans have become strikingly fatalistic about their prospects, as
evidenced by a Newsweek poll in September 2010 which noted that “63 percent
of Americans said they did not think they would be able to maintain their current
standard of living.” Further, this pessimism seems to be increasing as the econRP\FRQWLQXHVWRVWUXJJOH+DVDQDWLRQWKDWKDVGH¿QHGLWVHOIE\WKH$PHULFDQ
“can-do” spirit become convinced that it can’t? I, for one, would certainly hope
that we have not.
So how can we keep the American dream alive? For starters, we should
UHFRJQL]HWKDWZKLOHWKHUHFHVVLRQKDVLQPDQ\ZD\VKXUWWKH³PLOOHQQLDOV´
most; but the difficulties they have lived through (severe recession, terrorist
attacks, multiple wars and natural disasters) has made them more innovative,
entrepreneurial, and creative. Their increased use and familiarity with digital
and emerging technologies, communications, and social media will lead to inventions and innovations that have historically trumped business and economic
cycles. Creativity, technology, and innovation have provided the foundation for
the growth of the U.S. economy for decades and have consistently been what has
SXVKHG$PHULFDDKHDGLQUHWDLOWHFKQRORJ\PHGLFLQHDQGDKRVWRIRWKHU¿HOGV
At every level, we need to create an environment that encourages real
economic growth. The next generation, our current college grads, need the inspiration and hope that they too have a chance at the American dream. They need
to believe that -- regardless of status or current conditions -- each has the opportunity to live their dreams, create a better life, and the possibility to create their
¿QDQFLDOIUHHGRP/HW¶VJLYHWKHPDFKDQFH/HW¶VFUHDWHVRPHSRVLWLYHHQHUJ\DQG
H[FLWHPHQWDURXQGLQQRYDWLRQDQG¿QGLQJWKHQH[WQHZWKLQJWKDWZLOOGULYHRXU
economy forward and stop the petty bickering.

County Board meetings through October 2012
August 14
August 21
$XJXVW

--

County Board meeting
no meeting
&RXQW\%RDUGPHHWLQJ

September 4 -September 11 -6HSWHPEHU 
September 25 --

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

------

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
otherwise above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County
website at www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, see
Board agendas, and read previous Board meeting minutes. The Board proceedings
may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer
to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information
DERXW&RXQW\%RDUGPHHWLQJVFRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  


Citizen Committee Vacancies

7KH 6FRWW &RXQW\ %RDUG RI &RPPLVVLRQHUV LV ORRNLQJ IRU LQWHUHVWHG FLWL]HQV
to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
FRPPLWWHHVFRQWDFW'HE%UD]LODWGEUD]LO#FRVFRWWPQXV RU  )RU
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWH
DWZZZFRVFRWWPQXVFOLFNRQ³<RXU&RXQW\*RYHUQPHQW´WKHQ³&LWL]HQ$GYLsory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they
relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement
staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and
FLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YHFLWL]HQPHPEHUVRQHIURPHDFK&RPPLVVLRQHU'LVWULFW
Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible
to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are three vacancies on the council in Commissioner Districts 3 and 4. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Health and Human
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers
and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancies). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets,
and program priorities; implements the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and works on associated program goals and projects. The commission
FRQVLVWVRIVHYHQPHPEHUVUHSUHVHQWLQJVSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV
Commissioner Districts:
x District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley,
Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle
Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
x District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market
7RZQVKLSVWKH&LW\RI(ONR1HZ0DUNHWDQGSUHFLQFWVDQGLQWKH
City of Savage.
x District 3 ±7KH&LW\RI6KDNRSHHSUHFLQFWVDQG
x District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9,
11, and 12.
x District 5 ±7KH&LW\RI6DYDJHH[FHSWSUHFLQFWVDQG

Thanking local conservationists
$OPRVWWXUQHGRXWDW&HGDU/DNH)DUP5HJLRQDO3DUNIRUWKH¿UVWHYHU
Conservation Celebration, honoring and thanking Scott County residents
who have helped improve water quality, reduce erosion, and enhance wildlife
habitat through their conservation efforts.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Extension educator to teach
SHUVRQDOIDPLO\¿QDQFH
Sharon Powell is the newest member of the Scott County Extension staff.
She was recently hired as an Extension
Educator in Family Resource Management. “I’m really looking forward to
meeting and working with the residents
By Sara Wagner, 4-H Program Coordinator
Are you looking for ways to volunteer in your county, meet new Scott County of Scott County. So far, people have
teens, teach younger youth how to make positive choices and learn life-long lead- been very friendly, and you can’t beat
ership skills? Join the Scott County Youth Teaching Youth team! The “YTY” the scenery!”
Sharon grew up in the South, but
program trains 9 - 12th graders in Jordan, Prior Lake/Savage, Shakopee, and New
Prague High Schools to teach elementary age students about a variety of life skills. has lived in the Twin Cities for the last
\HDUV6KHDQGKHUIDPLO\ORYH0LQSome of the requirements of a YTY teen teacher are:
nesota -- she originally moved here to
x Complete training for each topic session (out of school time).
attend the University of Minnesota for
x Teach three one-hour series class (in-school time, we pick you up in
graduate school, and earned her doctorCounty vehicle and you are excused from school).
ate in Family Social Science. Sharon
x Remain tobacco, alcohol, and drug-free.
particularly enjoyed studying issues re)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWKRZWRMRLQFDOOWKH([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW   lated to families, economics, and public
DQGWDONWR6DUD:DJQHURUHPDLOGXQF#XPQHGX:DWFKIRUYLVLWVWR policy.
6LQFH JUDGXDWLQJ LQ  6KDURQ
\RXUKLJKVFKRRORYHUWKH¿UVWWZRZHHNVRIVFKRRO)RUWKRVHWKDWDUHQRWIDPLOLDU
KDVWDXJKWLQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQ¿UVWDW
with each program, here is a brief description.
St. Olaf College and, most recently, at
the University of Minnesota. She loved
Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions
Focuses on alcohol, tobacco, and advertising. This program presents facts to teaching undergrads, but missed workhelp youth practice refusal and decision making skills, teaches about peer pres- ing in the community. As an ExtenVXUHDQGEXLOGVVHOIHVWHHP7KLVSURJUDPLVWDXJKWWRthDQGth graders. This is sion Educator, Sharon will be teaching
a one hour lesson that is taught once a week for three weeks.

Looking for outstanding youth leaders

Character Counts

This program is presented to 2ndDQGrd graders. It focuses on developing positive character using the “six pillars of character development.” This is a one hour
lesson that is taught once a week for three weeks.

It’s Your Choice (New Prague Only)
It’s Your Choice is designed for 6th graders. It is a different format than the
other two programs, lasting the whole year instead of just three visits by the teens.
This program focuses on issues for 6th graders, such as bullying, depression, stress,
alcohol and tobacco, decision making, cliques, peer pressure, and much more.

Internet Safety

7KLVLVRXUQHZSURJUDPGHVLJQHGWRWHDFKth graders about the dangers of soFLDOPHGLD:HORRNDWZD\VWRSURWHFWRXUVHOYHVZKDWWRGRLIZHIHHOXQVDIHSUHventing online bullying, and how to use social media/internet to do good things.

4-Hers learn leadership
skills in Washington, D.C.
6FRWW&RXQW\+PHPEHUVLQFOXGing Emily Stocker, Katie Kreuser,
Angie Tell, and Shannon Tell, learned
about government processes in the vibrant, living classroom of the nation’s
FDSLWDODVSDUWRI&LWL]HQVKLS:DVKLQJWRQ)RFXV &:) DQLQWHQVLYH+FLYic engagement program for high school
\RXWK KHOG DW WKH 1DWLRQDO + <RXWK
Conference Center in Maryland.
)RU PRUH WKDQ  \HDUV 1DWLRQDO
+ <RXWK &RQIHUHQFH &HQWHU KDV LQYLWHG + PHPEHUV IURP DFURVV WKH
FRXQWU\ WR WUDYHO WR :DVKLQJWRQ '&
and participate in civic workshops,
FRPPLWWHHV DQG ¿HOG WULSV EHIRUH UHturning home to make positive changes
LQ WKHLU RZQ FRPPXQLWLHV &:) QRW
only strengthens young people’s under-

standing of the government’s civic process, but it also boosts their leadership
skills, communication skills, and overDOOFRQ¿GHQFH
 'XULQJ &:) \RXWK JHW D EHKLQG
the-scenes look at the nation’s capital
while meeting with members of Congress to learn more about how their
government works. At the end of the
program, youth draft step-by-step action plans to address important issues
in their communities.
About 4-H:
+ LV D FRPPXQLW\ RI VL[ PLOOLRQ
young people across America learning
leadership, citizenship, and life skills.
/HDUQPRUHDERXW+LQ6FRWW&RXQW\
at www.extension.umn.edu.

a one-to-one basis.
Sharon is married to Patrick Burns, a
special education teacher in Minneapolis Public Schools. They have two sons,
Sean (11 years old) and Kieran (7).
They are busy, active boys who keep
their parents hopping!
Sharon is brand-new to her position, but is looking forward to getting
out and meeting many county residents. If you would like to contact her,
\RX PD\ UHDFK KHU DW   

Know when to hire an
arborist, how to treat
storm-downed trees
There are several treatments a
homeowner may use to correct the miQRUGDPDJHVWKDWVWRUPVLQÀLFW%HIRUH
any of these techniques are attempted,
however, consider hiring an arborist.
“Except for the cases of pruning small
branches, and straightening slightly
leaning, small trees, consult an arborist,” said Gary Johnson, a forester with
University of Minnesota Extension.
Possibly the most important question to address when evaluating storm
damage is whether to hire an arborist to
do the work or to attempt it yourself. “If
you need a chainsaw or ladder to do the
pruning, if there are any downed and
potentially energized lines in the area of
the tree, or if you are wondering if the
tree is worth saving, you need an arborist,” said Johnson.

Scott County 4-H members who attended the 2012 4-H Citizenship Washington
Focus program included (l. to r.) Shannon Tell, Katie Kreuser, Emily Stocker,
Angie Tell, and Ann Stocker.

Sharon Powell

Scott County
residents about
topics related
to personal and
IDPLO\ ¿QDQFH
She is available
to work with
individuals
and organizations throughout the County,
and can teach
classes or work
with people on

In any situation where there is the
potential for personal or property damage (broken limbs hanging high in the
tree or unsupported branches hanging
over sidewalks), it is very important to
immediately call your city forestry department or a reputable tree care company to remove the potential danger.
Johnson provided this list of the most
common types of corrective treatments:
Corrective pruning: Small branches that have been damaged extensively
should be removed to the next branch,
but never cut off the branch collar. Use
the proper pruning techniques to safely
remove broken branches. If a branch is
too heavy to support with one hand, a
three-cut method should be used.
Straightening, staking, and guying: For minor uprooting of smaller
WUHHV OHVV WKDQ  IHHW  VWUDLJKWHQLQJ
and/or guying is an option if correction
takes place immediately after damage
KDVRFFXUUHG:KHQVWDNLQJDQXSURRWHG
tree, be sure that the roots remain cov-

ered and moist. Stakes should be placed
evenly around the tree and attached securely without pulling on the tree. Thin
rope or wire should not be used against
the trunk of the tree.
Wound repair: Torn bark may be
removed to reduce entry sites for diseases and insects, or for aesthetic purposes. Split, cracked, and torn branches
should be removed to points of no damage. Bark should not be removed from
areas greater than the damage already
SUHVHQW:KHQSUXQLQJEUDQFKHVRUUHpairing wounds, it is usually unnecessary to paint the wounds. The exception is during oak wilt season (April,
0D\-XQH 'XULQJWKLVSHULRGZRXQGV
made on oaks should be painted immediately with a latex paint or shellac to
deter insects carrying the oak wilt disease fungus.
Cabling and bracing: Cabling and
bracing are frequently applied treatments following storm damage, but
only trained professionals should perform these installations. Most tree care
companies will provide this service.
Cabling and bracing are most effective as preventative measures, and provide extra support for weakly attached
branches or stems.
The directories Tree Care Companies Providing Emergency Storm Service in Minnesota and Companies with
&HUWL¿HG $UERULVWV LQ 0LQQHVRWD are
available through the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture.
More information about the prevention and treatment of storm-damaged
trees is available at www.extension.
XPQHGXJR )RU PRUH LQIRUmation from Extension on recovering from storms and other weather
events, visit www.extension.umn.edu/
extreme-weather.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director
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Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered

Scott County Public Health identi¿HG D QHHG IRU VHUYLFHV WKDW DUH PRUH
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved. Through an exciting,
unique partnership with the Shakopee
Increased reports of pertussis (whooping cough) have been occurring throughMdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott
out the nation, and Scott County has seen a total of 96 cases as of July 20 -- more
County Public Health has started to procases than all of 2006 through 2011 combined. Now is a good time to learn more
vide adult and child health screening,
about pertussis.
preventative health care, health infor3HUWXVVLVPD\EHJLQZLWKDUXQQ\QRVHVQHH]LQJPLOGFRXJKDQGSRVVLEO\D
mation and assistance with connecting
low-grade fever. After one to two weeks, the cough worsens and begins to occur
to ongoing health care and other local
LQVXGGHQXQFRQWUROODEOHEXUVWV7KHVHFRXJKLQJDWWDFNVFDQHQGLQYRPLWLQJDQG
resources.
or in a high-pitched whooping noise. Coughing attacks often happen at night. The
The services are provided with the
cough may last up to three months.
use of the Mobile Health Unit, owned
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Protection from pertussis vaccination fades over time. For this reason, perCommunity. This partnership enables
tussis occurs in adults, adolescents, and school-aged children who may have been
services to be brought directly to those
fully vaccinated in the past. Symptoms of pertussis may be milder in adults and
in need by having the clinic go to variolder children, but they can unknowingly pass on the disease to infants who are
ous locations within Scott County.
at risk for more severe illness. It is important that all caregivers of infants (such
as parents, grandparents, older siblings, and day care providers) be vaccinated in
The August Mobile Health Clinic
order to prevent transmitting the disease to those who are most vulnerable.
will be held:
The DTaP vaccine is recommended at two months, four months, and six months
x Thursday, August 23, 2 – 5
RIDJH$IRXUWKGRVHLVJLYHQEHWZHHQDQGPRQWKVDQGWKH¿IWKGRVHZKHQ
p.m. -- Russian Evangelical
DFKLOGHQWHUVVFKRRO EHWZHHQIRXUDQGVL[\HDUV 7RPD[LPL]HSURWHFWLRQDOO¿YH
Baptist Church, 1205 10th
doses are needed at the recommended times.
Ave, Shakopee
A pertussis vaccine for adolescents and adults is available and is given with the
WHWDQXVGLSKWKHULDERRVWHU 7GDS $GXOWVDQGFKLOGUHQWR\HDUVVKRXOGPDNH
The September Mobile Health
sure they get their Tdap as soon as possible.
Clinics will be held:
If you or someone in your family has a cough and has had contact with someone
x Thursday, September 6,
with pertussis or has been coughing for seven days or longer, discuss pertussis with
2 – 5 p.m. -- Scott County
your health care provider. Those ill with pertussis should be out of work, school,
and other routine activities during the time they are being tested and until
WKH\ KDYH FRPSOHWHG ¿YH GD\V RI DQWLELRWLF WUHDWPHQW  More information on
SHUWXVVLVFDQEHREWDLQHGE\FDOOLQJ6FRWW&RXQW\3XEOLF+HDOWKDW  

Whooping cough in the community

Fairgrounds (U of M
Extension), 7151 190th St W,
Suite 100, Jordan
x Thursday, September 20,
2 – 5 p.m. -- Savage Public
Library, 13090 Alabama
Ave, Savage
,QIRUPDWLRQRQVSHFL¿FGDWHVWLPHV
and locations will continue to be
updated as information becomes
available on the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to healthcare, health education, and
outreach for health-related services to
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County.
For more information on mobile
health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health DW  
or on the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us.

Restoration on Cedar Lake
ZLOOLPSDFWLFH¿VKLQJDFFHVV
This fall, Scott County will be reVWRULQJ WKH VKRUH LPSDFW ]RQH RQ WKH
north side of Cedar Lake off of CR 64.
Over the years, this area has been used
E\ WKH SXEOLF IRU SDUNLQJ DQG ¿VKLQJ
these activities have been damaging,
GHVWDELOL]LQJWKHDUHDDQGFDXVLQJHURsion into Cedar Lake. This is private
land, not a public access.

Scott County is working with the
landowner to restore the shore impact
]RQH DQG FRQVWUXFWLRQ ZLOO VWDUW WKLV
fall. Signs will be posted for no parking and to keep cars out of the planting
site. People interested in using the lake
IRU ¿VKLQJ FDQ XVH RQH RI WKUHH SXEOLF
accesses on the lake, which includes the
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park.

Scott County
Senior Expo
Friday, October 19
8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Shakopee High School
(100 17 Ave. W. Shakopee)

Presentation: Prevention of Scams
and Frauds on Seniors
Entertainer: Shawn Sweeney
$10, includes continental breakfast and lunch
To register: Call Sarah at (952) 233.9508 or
e-mail at sfoley@ci.shakopee.mn.us or just stop
at the Shakopee Community Center at
1255 S. Fuller St.
For general Information, please
call Jane at (952) 496-8169.

Mobile Health Clinic

For safety, ensure canning
recipes are up to date
Three botulism foodborne illness
outbreaks over the past two years have
been associated with improperly homecanned green beans. Ensuring canning
recipes are up to date is essential for
food safety. According to University of
Minnesota Extension food safety educaWRU6X]DQQH'ULHVVHQRQHNH\PLVWDNH
many home food preservers make is that
they want to continue to use canning
recipes that have been passed down
from generation to generation.
The low-acid foods commonly chosen for canning such as vegetables,
PHDW DQG ¿VK FRPELQHG ZLWK WKH DLU
tight conditions created from the canning process, provide the only environment in which Clostridium botulinum,
the bacterium that causes botulism, can
grow and thrive.
Canning recommendations have
changed dramatically over the past 15
years, and many old family recipes may
be outdated and not based on research or
the latest science. The most recently revised canning safety standards (in terms
of times and methods) were released in
1994. “If you are using canning recipes
that date before 1994, then it’s critical
WRVHWWKRVHDVLGHDQG¿QGDQXSWRGDWH
recipe that has been tested for safety,”
said Driessen. “Older recipes could put
you and your family at risk for botulism
or other illnesses.”
Another key mistake many food pre-

servers make is
not using credible resources
to gather their
canning recipes in order to
reduce
food
safety
risks.
Although there
are many potential sources to gather
recipes from on the internet, they are
not all derived from researched-based
standards. Many canning supply companies and University websites provide
reliable information.
Driessen also advises against creating your own canning recipe because
RI WKHSRWHQWLDOKD]DUGRXVLPSOLFDWLRQV
that may arise. For example, adding extra garlic or onion to pickles could alter
the acidity level of your foods, and make
them vulnerable to harmful bacteria.
“Food preservation has to be more
of a science than an art,” said Driessen.
“The art part comes after you used the
latest science and can proudly display
and serve the food you preserved.”
For more information regarding food
preservation, go to the University of
Minnesota Extension website at www.
H[WHQVLRQXPQHGXIRRGVDIHW\SUHVHUYing, where you can also view Driessen’s
IUHH ¿YHPLQXWH PLQLPRGXOHV RQ 
topics of food preservation.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Improving disaster management
In past articles, I’ve mentioned using an Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) as
DQ³DOOKD]DUGV´DSSURDFKWRPDQDJLQJGLVDVWHUV6FRWW&RXQW\KDVVXFKDSODQDQG
Emergency Management is responsible to keep it updated and current.
7KLVW\SHRISODQGRHVQRWVSHFL¿FDOO\WHOOXVKRZWRGHDOZLWKHDFKDQGHYHU\
possible incident that could occur. Every incident is different, and the response will
change based on many variables. The location of the incident, time of day, presence
of injuries, weather, who is impacted, available equipment or supplies, and number
RISHRSOHQHHGHGWRUHVSRQGDQGVWDELOL]HWKHLQFLGHQWDUHDIHZRIWKRVHYDULDEOHV
This is why we develop an EOP that will help us deal with many different types of
LQFLGHQWVDQGZK\ZHFDOOLWDQ³$OO+D]DUGV´SODQ
Having these plans in place is important, but how do we put them in action if
a disaster should occur? Good question. One of the systems we will use to help
PDQDJHWKHVHLQFLGHQWVLVE\RSHQLQJDQGVWDI¿QJDQ(PHUJHQF\2SHUDWLRQV&HQWHU
(EOC). An EOC is a central location from which local governments can provide
support, coordination, and decision making in support of incident response and
recovery operations.
Scott County, all of its cities, and the hospitals throughout the County are a
IHZRIWKHMXULVGLFWLRQVDQGDJHQFLHVWKDWKDYHLGHQWL¿HGDORFDWLRQIRUDQ(2&
They have also worked on plans to open and operate an EOC if it would become
necessary. The Scott County EOC, for example, would serve as the central point
for directing and coordinating a County response to a disaster (one using County
HTXLSPHQWDQGRUVWDII 
How do we know when to open an EOC? Emergency management operations
typically include four phases: preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.
Most of the work completed in an EOC will focus on emergency response and both
short- and long-term recovery efforts.
Typically, the sequence goes as follows:
x $QLQFLGHQWRFFXUVDQGUHVSRQGHUV VXFKDVSROLFH¿UH(06SXEOLF
works, or all these agencies) respond.
x Incident command is established at the disaster scene, or -- if the scene is
very large -- an incident command post may be set up.
x ,IWKHLQFLGHQWFRPPDQGHUEHFRPHVRYHUZKHOPHGE\WKHVL]HRU
complexity of the incident, he or she may request that an EOC be
activated to assist in the management of response and recovery.
x 7KHGHVLJQDWHGFLW\RUFRXQW\RI¿FLDOVDUHQRWL¿HGDQGPDNHWKHGHFLVLRQ
to open and staff the EOC.

Enjoy swimming, but follow precautions.

Take steps to prevent
swimming-related illness

Every summer, as temperatures rise
DQG 0LQQHVRWDQV ÀRFN WR WKHLU IDYRUite beaches and swimming pools, state
KHDOWK RI¿FLDOV UHPLQG UHVLGHQWV RI
simple steps to help prevent recreational
water illnesses.
“Germs on and in swimmers’ bodies end up in the water and can make
other people sick,” said Trisha RobinVRQ DQ HSLGHPLRORJLVW VSHFLDOL]LQJ LQ
waterborne diseases with the Minnesota
Department of Health (MDH). “Even
healthy swimmers can get sick from
recreational water illnesses, but young
people, the elderly, pregnant women,
and people with weakened immune systems are especially at risk.”
The best way to prevent recreational
water illnesses is to keep germs out of
WKH ZDWHU LQ WKH ¿UVW SODFH 6ZLPPHUV
'HSHQGLQJRQWKHW\SHRIGLVDVWHUWKHUHVSRQVHHIIRUWVZLOOEHFRPSOHWHG¿UVW can take an active role in protecting
and then it will move into the recovery phase; however, it is not uncommon that themselves and other swimmers. Follow
these efforts overlap.
these guidelines for a safe and healthy
So, if the decision is made to open an EOC, what takes place there? What would swimming experience:
people be working on? As mentioned above, typically an EOC will provide sup Don’t swim when you have
port and coordination during disasters. The EOC partners will work on identifying
diarrhea.
the scope and complexity of an incident by gathering information from the disaster
 Don’t swallow pool or lake
site (or, in other words, “how bad is it?”). This type of information will be prowater.
vided by the responders working on scene and by conducting a preliminary damage
 Practice good hygiene. Shower
assessment.
with soap before swimming.
After getting some of this information, the EOC can work on gathering needed
 Wash your hands thoroughly
resources such as people, equipment, and supplies. Along with obtaining resourcafter using the toilet or changing
es, another critical responsibility is the assignment of these resources. The people
diapers.
working in the EOC will also be establishing objectives and priorities, which are
 Take children on frequent bathcritical when making decisions for using assets at the scene.
room breaks or change diapers
An incident doesn’t need to affect the entire county to open an EOC. If the
often.
LQFLGHQWDIIHFWVDODUJHSRUWLRQRIDFLW\WKHQRSHQLQJDQ(2&LQWKDWVSHFL¿FFLW\
 Change diapers in a bathroom,
should be considered. Using one facility plan makes sense for several reasons. First,
not at poolside or beachside.
LWKHOSVPDNHPRUHHI¿FLHQWXVHRIDYDLODEOHUHVRXUFHV,GHQWLI\LQJDQGSULRULWL]LQJ
where resources should be used helps to safeguard against duplicate efforts and it
From 2000 to 2011, 24 swimming
helps ensure that assignments are coordinated and staffed appropriately.
pool outbreaks and 15 beach outbreaks
Second is communication. Getting accurate LQIRUPDWLRQ RXW WR WKH FLWL]HQV ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG LQ 0LQQHVRWD UHVXOWLQJ
PHGLDLQWHUQDOVWDIIDQGHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVWKURXJKWKH3XEOLF,QIRUPDWLRQ2I¿FHU in over 900 people becoming sick. The
would be a high priority. Also, most of the response agencies will have a represen- most common symptom of recreational
tative located in the EOC. This person can help keep their people informed as to the water illness is diarrhea, which can be
objectives and priorities. Because communication is a two-way street, these repre- VHYHUH HQRXJK WR UHVXOW LQ KRVSLWDOL]Dsentatives will also report back to the EOC the problems or issues facing responders tion. Symptoms may not begin until a
working at the disaster site.
week or more after swimming.
Safety should also be a concern. This is an important component to any
The parasite cryptosporidium, one of

incident and it includes planning for and providing appropriate safety meaVXUHVIRUFLWL]HQVDQGUHVSRQGHUVWKURXJKRXWWKHGXUDWLRQRIWKHLQFLGHQW
After the completion of response activities, the primary focus will be centered
on the transition into short- and long-term recovery from the disaster. A partial list
of the tasks people in the EOC will be working on could include things such as:
x Conducting an assessment of impacts and immediate emergency
resources
x Coordinating information and instructions to the public
x Conducting relief operations to victims
x Restoration of essential public facilities and services
x 6XPPDUL]LQJSURFHGXUHVIRUUHTXHVWLQJ)HGHUDOGLVDVWHUDVVLVWDQFH
x &RRUGLQDWLRQRIYROXQWHHURUJDQL]DWLRQV
x Restoration of public infrastructure damaged by the emergency.
$QRWKHUUROHWREH¿OOHGLQDQ\(2&LVWKHFinance Section. When there is a

EmergenSCENE continued at right

the most common waterborne disease
agents, is a chlorine-resistant parasite
that can survive and be transmitted even
in a properly maintained pool. So practicing healthy swimming behaviors is
especially important for preventing this
illness.
If warm weather persists such that
ZDWHU WHPSHUDWXUHV FOLPE LQWR WKH V
swimmers should be aware of a rare,
but different, kind of risk. The ameba
naegleria fowleri multiplies in stagnant
freshwater lakes, ponds, streams, and
rivers when water temperatures exceed
GHJUHHV)DKUHQKHLW,WFDXVHVDYHU\
rare but fatal infection called “primary
amebic meningoencephalitis.” This infection happens when naegleria gets in
the nose and travels to the brain. Forty
cases were reported in the United States
from 2001 through 2011; the only con¿UPHGFDVHRIWKLVLQIHFWLRQLQ0LQQHsota was reported in August 2010.
“The risk of infection from naegleria in Minnesota is very low,” Robinson
said. “Swimming is a very healthy summertime activity, and we do not want
to discourage people from swimming.
Rather, simply avoid swimming, diving,
or other activities in obviously stagnant
water when temperatures are high and
water levels are low,” she said.
Some additional precautions you can
take while swimming during extremely
warm periods include keeping your
head out of the water, using nose clips
or holding the nose shut, and avoid stirring up sediment at the bottom of shallow freshwater areas.
For more information about healthy
swimming, visit the following informative websites:
Minnesota Department of Health Recreational Water Illnesses at www.
KHDOWKVWDWHPQXVGLYVLGHSFGWRSLFV
ZDWHUERUQHZDWHUERUQHKWPO
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention - Healthy Swimming at
ZZZFGFJRYKHDOWK\ZDWHUVZLPPLQJ

EmergenSCENE continued from right
VSHFL¿FQHHGIRU¿QDQFLDOUHLPEXUVHPHQW LQGLYLGXDODQGDJHQF\RUGHSDUWPHQW 
D)LQDQFH$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ6HFWLRQZRXOGEHHVWDEOLVKHG6RPHRIWKHFRQFHUQVWKLV
section will deal with may include procurement issues, contracts, payroll, and documentation of expenses.
Where would an EOC be located? Largely, this depends on the available space
LQDJLYHQMXULVGLFWLRQ6RPHDUHSXWLQFRQIHUHQFHURRPVRWKHUVLQDVSDFHVSHFL¿cally designated as an EOC. Whichever space is used the same functions will be
WDNLQJSODFHDQGWKHVDPHGLI¿FXOWGHFLVLRQVZLOOQHHGWREHPDGH
When an EOC is activated, it means your community has made the decision
WRWU\DQGPDQDJHDGLI¿FXOWVLWXDWLRQLQWKHPRVWHI¿FLHQWDQGHIIHFWLYHPDQQHU
possible. EOCs (and the people working in them) provide invaluable support to
responders on the ground, and a great service to their community.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Weird weather and waste
I was watching the evening news a couple of weeks ago when, during the weathHUIRUHFDVWDPDSRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVZDVVKRZQZLWKLPDJHVRIOLWWOHÀDPHVDOO
RYHULQWKHGURXJKWVWULFNHQVRXWKZHVWHUQVWDWHVDQGLPDJHVRIÀRRGLQJLQHDVWHUQ
states. Considering the recent weather in Minnesota, if you haven’t noticed a
change from our normal conditions, you haven’t been paying attention. We keep
breaking previous records for the
longest dry spell, the longest period
of hot weather, the most rainfall in a
KRXUSHULRGWKHZRUVWÀRRGLQJLQ
various locations, the most tornadoes
in a year, the latest frost and earliest
ice out on lakes… I could continue,
but you get the picture.
What does this mean for Minnesotans? Well, for one thing, we will
be paying higher property and crop
insurance premiums. But the stakes
are even higher than that. What’s at
risk is the future ability of our planet
Extreme weather patterns have been
to sustain life as we know it. Why is
FDXVLQJGURXJKWVDQGÀRRGV
this all happening? Scientists have
been accurately predicting for over 20 years now that global warming would result in changing weather patterns, including more severe and frequent weather
extremes. I’ve been writing about it in the SCENE for well over 10 years, and
studying to learn more about it for twice that long. The only surprises for me are
how severe and where.
I’m now into my third decade in enforcing environmental regulations in Scott
&RXQW\DQG,¶PTXLWHIDPLOLDUZLWKKRZUHVLVWDQWVRPHRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGLQGL
viduals can be to spending time, money, and effort in cleaning up environmental
problems. Though progress has been painfully slow, there are no more straight
pipes of raw sewage going into area lakes and streams, businesses aren’t dumpLQJRUEXUQLQJWKHLUKD]DUGRXVZDVWHODUJHSURSHUW\RZQHUVDUHQ¶WGXPSLQJWKHLU
trash into a ravine or wetland, and most people are recycling. Tires, appliances,
FKHPLFDOVDQGQXPHURXVRWKHULWHPVDUHQRORQJHUEHLQJEXULHGLQODQG¿OOVEXWDUH
being recycled or properly managed. This nationally-coordinated effort started in
WKHODWHVDQGHDUO\VZLWKWKHXQLYHUVDOUHDOL]DWLRQWKDWVRPHWKLQJKDGWR
be done as we were destroying our environment.
7KHGLIIHUHQFHRIFRXUVHLVWKDWJOREDOZDUPLQJLVDPXFKPRUHGLI¿FXOWFKDO
lenge than replacing failing septic systems or motivating people to recycle. But
the impacts for delaying are more severe than a polluted green lake or a few more
ODQG¿OOVLQHDFKVWDWH)RUWXQDWHO\0LQQHVRWDKDVEHHQDOHDGHULQHQYLURQPHQWDO
protection over the years, including setting legislative goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The goals that relate to our County environmental program
include achieving higher recycling rates, and switching to less polluting methods
RIPDQDJLQJVROLGZDVWHWKDQODQG¿OOLQJ7REHVXUHODQG¿OOVZLOOVWLOOEHQHHGHG
but what will be going into them will be a shrinking amount of waste.
A good example is the DemCon
ODQG¿OO VRXWKZHVW RI 6KDNRSHH
which accepts construction and demolition debris in addition to some
types of industrial waste associated
with construction. The owners of
'HP&RQODQG¿OOEXLOWDZDVWHUHF\
cling and processing facility next to
WKH ODQG¿OO RYHU D GHFDGH DJR DQG
KDYHEHHQ¿QGLQJQHZHUDQGEHWWHU
ways to recycle most of what comes
LQWRWKHODQG¿OO9HU\OLWWOHFRQFUHWH 'HP&RQ¿QGVQHZHUDQGEHWWHUZD\VWR
RU DVSKDOW ZDVWH LV ODQG¿OOHG WKHUH recycle construction debris, including
anymore as it is being crushed and metals.
recycled for reuse. Wood waste is being separated and chipped for fuel or landscaping uses, old shingles are being recycled, and very little metal remains in the
waste after careful sorting to recycle this material. The proportion of demolition
DQGFRQVWUXFWLRQZDVWHJRLQJLQWRWKHODQG¿OOLQUHODWLRQWRLQGXVWULDOZDVWH VXFK
as petroleum contaminated soil) changed so much that their permit from the MinQHVRWD3ROOXWLRQ&RQWURO$JHQF\FODVVLI\LQJWKHW\SHRIODQG¿OOKDGWREHPRGL¿HG
The goals established for Scott County and adopted in the County’s Solid Waste
Management Master Plan (available on the County’s website at www.co.scott.
mn.us) by the County Board in July require all residents to recycle more. The Plan
also calls upon local public entities such as schools and municipalities to comply
with state law and specify in their waste contracts that their waste be processed
UDWKHUWKDQODQG¿OOHG
The Metropolitan Regional Solid Waste Policy Plan -- adopted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and supported by the seven metropolitan counties
-- calls for more enforcement to ensure waste goes to processing facilities rather
WKDQODQG¿OOV8QIRUWXQDWHO\ZHDUHDJDLQIDFLQJRSSRVLWLRQ7REHVXFFHVVIXOLQ
addressing global warming, however, it is clear that it will take more than just scientists and environmental professionals to convince people that something needs
to be done. Like residents in a lake association, we all have a vested interest in the
environment -- and we need to be as actively involved in seeking a solution as if
we all lived on a lake with neighbors who were still piping their sewage into the
same water in which our children swim.

An inside look at a septic system.

Maintain your septic system
properly to extend its life
If your property has a septic system,
there are a few basic things you can do
to extend its life and ensure adequate
treatment of sewage.
First and foremost, do not overtax
your system. The primary reason septic systems fail is using too much water
in a home. Keep in mind that 40 percent
of water use occurs in the bathrooms.
Pump your septic tank every two
to three years, depending on use.
This keeps the solids from building up
LQWKHVHSWLFWDQNDQGÀRZLQJRXWLQWR
\RXUDEVRUSWLRQ¿HOG,I\RXXVHDJDU
bage disposal, you may need to pump
your tanks every year. Without regular
pumping, a septic tank will not function
properly, and will eventually function
more like a pipe (due to a build-up of
solids), sending solids directly to the
GUDLQ¿HOGDQGFDXVLQJSOXJJLQJ
Do not put anything down the
drain that isn’t sewage. This includes
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, or other
VROLGV IRUH[DPSOHGHQWDOÀRVV 
Divert water from roofs, driveways, and patios away from any part
of your septic system, and prevent water from ponding over any part of the

Voting

onsite sewage system.
Do not install underground lawn
sprinklers that would discharge water over any part of the soil absorption system. A septic system is designed to disperse water, so if you add
more water to the area you run a greater
risk of hydraulic overload.
'R QRW DOORZ YHKLFOH WUDI¿F ODUJ
er than a lawn tractor on your septic system or livestock to repeatedly
walk on the soil absorption area.
This activity will compact the soil or
accumulated snow cover, reducing their
effectiveness as insulators. This is especially important for winters with less
snow accumulations.
Like anything else, a septic system
must be maintained to keep running
properly. Fortunately, with proper care
DQG PDLQWHQDQFH \RX FDQ PD[LPL]H
the life of your septic system.
If you have further questions regarding septic systems, call Scott County
Environmental Health and Inspection
'HSDUWPHQWDW    RU YLVLW
www.co.scott.mn.us and search for
“ISTS.”

Continued from Page 1

** To be pre-registered to vote at
any election, you must have registered
at least 21 days before Election Day
(for the General Election – on or before
October 16, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.), or you
will need to adhere to the requirements
of the same-day registration process.
Is your current registration still
valid? Have you:
&KDQJHG\RXUUHVLGHQFH"
 Changed your name?
 Not voted in the past four years?
If you answered yes to any of these
questions, then you do need to register
again. If you answered no to all three,
then your registration is still valid.
How do you register?
You may get a registration form at:
ZZZFRVFRWWPQXV&RXQW\*RY(OHF
WLRQ,QIR)RUPV9RWHU5HJLVWUDWLRQ$S
plication.pdf.
Upon receipt of your application,
Scott County will validate your application with the proper agencies and verify
your information and, if approved, enter your application into the Minnesota
State Voter Registration System. Once
approved, you will receive your voter

registration card in the mail.
You can register to vote on election
ur polling location
day at your
location, but need
to bring proof of identity as well as
proof of residency in order to cast a
ballot. See this site for further details:
www.sos.state.mn.us; Click “Voters”
and then “Registering to Vote.”
How can you check your registration status?
You can check your current staWXV DW KWWSVPQYRWHVVRVVWDWHPQXV
Voter Status.aspx. <RX FDQ DOVR ¿QG
your polling location at www.sos.state.
mn.us; go to “Voters” then “Find Your
Polling Place.”
Your participation in the political
process -- attending your precinct cauFXVEHFRPLQJDQHOHFWLRQMXGJHDQGRU
going to the polls to cast your vote help
keep Scott County at the top in voter
participation across the country.
If you have any questions, please
contact Scott County Elections at:
VFHOHFWLRQV#FRVFRWWPQXV RU YLD
SKRQHDW  

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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“Evenings in the Garden”
continue at fairgrounds

Our popular series of informal outdoor sessions, free to the public, continue on Thursday evenings at the Teaching Garden on the Scott County Fairgrounds, Jordan. The series is brought
If you missed the last Farm Advisory Board meeting, you missed a lot! They WR\RXE\WKH6FRWW&DUYHU0DVWHU*DUIHDWXUHG XSGDWHV RQ WKH &RXQW\ 5RDG  SODQV UHYLHZHG GHYHORSPHQW WUHQGV deners, part of the University of Minnethroughout Scott County, and provided information about work related to the 2040 sota Extension. Each evening includes
presentations and informal discussions
Comprehensive Plan.
In addition, FAB member (and current Treasurer) Ann Houghton – who was with two Master Gardeners. Sessions
SUR¿OHGLQWKHODVWLVVXHRIthe SCENE – recently addressed the members of the run from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., weather
0HWURSROLWDQ&RXQFLOUHJDUGLQJWKH&RPS3ODQZRUNRIWKH)$%³7KH¿UVWVWHS permitting.
in the process for creating a framework that will guide the metro counties to know
vor and nutritional value of your home$XJXVW  Guided Garden Tour grown vegetables, while preserving
what’s important in creating their 2040 Comprehensive Plans is for the council to
collect input, ideas, and advice from a wide variety of stakeholders,” she said. Ann – Take a tour of the 24 Fairgrounds them to enjoy in the winter months.
also spoke of the need for the Met Council to include planning for where food will Teaching Gardens while you discover
 6HSWHPEHU  All About Seeds
EHJURZQIRUWKHPHWURDUHDFLWL]HQVDVZHOODVIRUZKHUHWKHLUWUDQVSRUWDWLRQLV several “Minnesota Moments.” Tour (with special children’s activity) – Find
going to be located. (Ann’s entire 15-minute presentation can be viewed online at includes the miniature north woods out how to collect, save, and store gargarden; Minnesota trees, Hummingbird den seeds for next year’s plantings.
KWWSPHWURFRXQFLOJUDQLFXVFRP/RRNIRUWKH$SULOPHHWLQJ
Hurrah; Anoka’s Halloween gardens;
Still don’t know what the FAB is?
6HSWHPEHUGetting Ready for
The FAB is made up of from 10 to 15 individuals who are actively farming or Native American Ceremonial garden; Winter – Using our timely tips, prepare
who have farmed, as well as some beginning farmers. Because diversity in repre- and much more. Attendees will be your landscape plants, lawns, and garsentation is sought, the group will also be comprised of members of various ages, able to ask questions about their own dens for winter survival and successful
JHQGHU IDUP VL]HV DQG ORFDWLRQV YDULHWLHV RI FURSV DQG OLYHVWRFN DQG RQIDUP gardens.
spring return.
 $XJXVW  %uWWerÀ\ GardeninJ
businesses.
The group is also interested in members who have direct experience in local (with special children’s activity) – DisAll events are free of charge, but
marketing as well as those who live and work in urban expansion and urban tran- FRYHU WKH EHQH¿WV EXWWHUÀLHV DQG EHHV we ask that you pre-register. For a full
sition areas. Those who are interested in joining the FAB should contact Jennifer bring to the garden, along with tips to brochure or to register, please visit our
create a pollinator-friendly landscape.
Jensen at (952) 492-5210.
website at www.carverscottmastergar$XJXVWFreezing Garden Pro- deners.org or call (952) 492-5410 and
Interested?
The next meeting of the FAB is scheduled for November 5 from 9:30 – 11:30 duce±/HDUQKRZWRPD[LPL]HWKHÀD- ask for Mary.
DPDWWKH+LJKZD\'HSDUWPHQW)DFLOLW\RQ+Z\6FRWW&RXQW\IDUPHUVDV
well as other interested parties are encouraged to attend the meeting. They are currently seeking farmer representation from the Elko New Market and St. Lawrence
township areas.
Meet Jennifer
If there’s any doubt about Jennifer Jensen’s passion for farming, you needn’t
4th Annual Carver-Scott Master
look any further than her e-mail address (which starts with “profarm”). And deGardener Plant Sale
spite having been raised in a typical suburban environment, farming is in her
The plant sale has been set for
DNA: “My mother grew up on a farm, and most of her family is still farming,”
Saturday, August 25 at the Chaska
Jensen said. “So even though I’m one generation removed from agriculture, I’ve
Commons (Rainbow Grocery) parking
always had a heart for farming.”
lot from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Contact
A heart for organic, sustainable farming, that is. “I started gardening about 15
Judy Hart (952) 556-0205 if you have
\HDUVDJRWKHQPRYHGPRUHLQWRSURGXFLQJRUJDQLFIRRGVDIWHUP\¿UVWKXVEDQG
any questions.
was diagnosed with brain cancer,” said the mother of four. “And although I was
always interested in nutrition, I really started looking for healthier options.”
Garden Fever, September 22
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ -HQQLIHU¶V ¿UVW KXVEDQG GLG QRW VXUYLYH KLV LOOQHVV  %XW -HQCarver-Scott Master Gardeners are pleased to present this year’s
nifer remarried (“… a bachelor from my church,” she said), and the opportunity
Garden Fever event on 6DWXUGD\6HSWHPEHUIURPDP
to relocate to Scott County arose. “I always loved the area,” she stated. “I used
WRSP. at the Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church (13760
to take the kids out here all the time, just to appreciate the farms and the pastoral
McKenna Road NW; Prior Lake).
VFHQHV´6R¿YH\HDUVDJR-HQQLIHUDQGKHUQHZKXVEDQGVWDUWHGWKHLUDFUH
The scheduled keynote speakers are Dr. Jeff Gillman, University
farming establishment near Sutton Lake in Sand Creek Township. “But before
of Minnesota (“The Truth About Organic Gardening”); Shirley
we purchased the land, I started researching our options – we wanted to do someMah Kooyman (“Landscaping with Minnesota Natives”); and
thing different in terms of livestock. So when we were able, we chose to go with
Jim Gilbert (“Creating a Garden for Resident Minnesota Birds”).
‘heritage’ breeds of beef cattle and Leicester longwool sheep, which are rare for
Please register by September 15; the cost to participate – which
this area,” she added.
includes a continental breakfast, lunch, an array of commercial
While Jennifer and her family “… pretty much focus on trying to raise what
H[KLELWVDJUHDWVLOHQWDXFWLRQDQGPDQ\GRRUSUL]HVLV
we can for the animals, which includes hogs and chickens,” they operate a certiPlease register online at www.carverscottmastergardeners.org.
¿HGRUJDQLFVXVWDLQDEOHIDUPZLWKVRPHSURGXFHDVZHOO³:HVHOOGLUHFWIURP
Call Karen Blaedow at (952) 466-5309 if you have any questions.
the farm, at a farmers market, and to some local food establishments.” Educating about nutrition is also important; they also participate in a “Farm to School”
program with a metro-area school district. “I demonstrated with a grain mill how
ZKROHZKHDWEHUULHVDUHJURXQGLQWRÀRXU,W¶VIXQWRKDYHWKHNLGVSDUWLFLSDWHDQG
make the connection as to how food gets from the farm to their plate.”
“I’m encouraged that the Farm Advisory Board is a permanent group for the
County,” she said. “As long as there’s farming in Scott County, there should be a
group that represents those interests.”
There are many types of reusable
water bottles on the market — glass,
steel, or plastic. You can choose the type
based on your need or preference… but
once you’ve chosen a bottle, keeping it
clean is sometimes an overlooked but
important step to keep you healthy
Where did you last leave your water bottle? Was it in a hot car or sweaty
gym bag? What did you have in it? Was
it water or a sports drink? Even if all Wash your reusable water bottles
you had in the bottle was plain water, with hot, soapy water on a daily basis
your mouth has germs which can be to prevent the growth of bacteria.
transferred to the bottle. Conditions and crevices in the bottle or lid, and
inside the bottle could be favorable for don’t forget to clean the straw if there is
one with the bottle.
bacteria to grow.
With proper care, your water bottle
Remember to treat your water bottle
can
keep you hydrated and healthy. For
as you would any other glass, plate, or
more
information, call the Scott County
bowl that you use. Take it home, and
([WHQVLRQRI¿FHDW
 
clean it daily with hot soapy water. You
Jennifer Jensen with one of the animals from her organic, sustainable farm. may need a brush to reach the corners

Farm Advisory Board seeks members

Master Gardeners to hold
plant sale, Garden Fever event

Wash your water bottle to
prevent growth of bacteria
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Outdoor Recreation

in partnership with

Park Amenities
This phase of development will feature a paved trail network, an off-leash dog area, natural resource
restoration work, and support facilities like parking and restrooms. The park’s trail network consists of
3 miles of paved trails that traverse through the majestic maple-basswood-oak forests, wetlands, and
prairie areas. The park’s topography will provide trail users with long, gradual hills on some segments that
feature vistas of large wetland complexes. Trails will be plowed in the winter for year-round use.
The off-leash dog area will be approximately 10 acres in size, or about 1/3 the size of the popular
Cleary Lake Park off-leash dog area. The site will be fully fenced and will feature a separate small pet
area for smaller dogs. Vault restrooms, people drinking water, and a dog washing area will complete
the amenities.
Natural resource restoration work includes recreating oak savanna that existed prior to farming and
grazing. This work is a partnership between Scott County and Great River Greening, with ﬁnancial
support from the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, and additional support from REI.
Howard Lake Road from County Highway 12 is being removed as part of the project and is being
converted into a trail segment. Access to the park will be from Howard Lake Road at the intersection
of County Highway 82 across from Dakotah! Sport and Fitness. Parking facilities for trails and the offleash dog area will be located at the end of Howard Lake Road, with a second parking area off County
Highway 12 on the south side of the park.

Spring Lake Regional Park Under Construction/
Opening in October
Spring Lake Regional Park, located between Prior Lake and Spring Lake in the City of Prior Lake, is
opening for formal public use this fall. Scott County started acquiring the park’s 375 acres in the late
1960’s, and since that time the park has been used for informal recreation like hiking and ﬁshing, as well
as an important snowmobile trail connection between Prior Lake and Spring Lake.
Scott County was able to accelerate the $1.6 million project with ﬁnancial support from the Clean Water,
Land, and Legacy constitutional amendment that Minnesota voters passed in 2008, as well as Regional
Park System capital funding through the Metropolitan Council. The current construction work is the ﬁrst
phase of implementing the park’s development master plan. Future phases will occur when additional
funding can be secured.

Park Use Fees
Entrance to the park will be free, although off-leash dog area users will need to purchase either a daily
use pass ($5) or a seasonal pass ($35). The daily use pass can be obtained at the site using an automated
pay box (credit card payment only), while the annual pass can be obtained at Cleary Lake Park Visitor
Center, or online at www.threeriversparks.org. This pass can be used at both Cleary Park and Spring Lake
Park in Scott County, as well as any other Three Rivers’ off-leash dog area.
Opening Date
Park construction is progressing as scheduled, so we anticipate that the park will open for public use
on Saturday, October 13, 2012. Please visit Scott County’s web site for further updates on the park ‘s
construction and opening events at www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails.
Scott County is a regional park implementing agency of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. Funding for
this project has been provided through a grant received under the Minnesota Clean Water, Land, and
Legacy Act, in which 14.25% of the funds generated from the 3/8% increase in the state sales tax will
provide funding for regional and state parks and trails.

parks

Close-to-Home
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
#FZPOE3FHJPOBM1BSLTBOE5SBJMT
Scott County is fortunate to have local, state and national
outdoor recreation facilities located right here, close
to home!

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
These 14,000-acres are only one of a handful of urban
national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place where
coyotes, bald eagles, badgers, and beavers live next door
to 3 million people. GXTHPWt 952.854.5900.

400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071, Phone: 952.758.5253
Hours: 9am–Sunset, May 13 to September 18
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, the former Cedar
Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been converted into Scott County’s
newest regional park. Family and group picnicking, catered events, swimming,
and ﬁshing are all possible at this picturesque site.

Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
Residents of Scott County can enjoy hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, horseback riding, mountain biking,
snowmobiling and rustic camping at this close-to-home
State Recreation Area. In addition, the Minnesota Valley
State Trail, which begins at the Bloomington Ferry Bridge
in Shakopee, winds through the area. The landscapes are
just as diverse as the trail system and include wetlands,
ﬂoodplain forest and bluff-top oak savanna. Wildlife
observation and bird watching are popular activities yearround. EOSTUBUFNOVTt 952.492.6400.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round recreation
spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails and more,
this beautiful park has something for everyone.

.VSQIZ)BOSFIBO1BSL3FTFSWF
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott
County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This
is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and
a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park
reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

5IF-BOEJOH

“Dad, you know what I learned this week?
There’s fun stuff to do other than watching TV!”
A quote from a young boy telling his father about all the
Walleyes he’d caught from the new Cedar Lake Farm
Regional Park ﬁshing pier.

Ney Nature Center
While technically just across the border in Le Sueur County,
the 446-acre Ney Nature Center is located west of Hwy
169 on Hwy 19 toward Henderson. Some may recall the
news story about the discovery of a large population of
deformed frogs – that discovery happened here! A parks
program partner, the Ney Nature Center offers hiking,
bird watching, cross-country skiing, and environmental
education programs. For more information visit
OFZDFOUFSPSHt 507.248.3474.

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Fall Mon-Sat: 10 AM-5 PM; Sunday: 12 PM–5 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history happening right
before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in Minnesota, a time when settlers
were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours, educational events, group events and weddings.
On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays. Kids also love playing house in 1880s
style at the Martinson House.

Picnic Reservations - Now One Call!
Looking to have a family reunion or group picnic at one of Scott County’s regional parks? Reserving your space just
got easier with the Scott County-Three Rivers partnership! Staff will help answer questions about the facilities and
provide you with information on catering and other activities that are available. 763.559.6700

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

Your One Stop for Active Living Resources
Scott County’s new active-living information portal
is now online! Visit GoScottGo.org for active living
events, resources, and a fully interactive trail and
park map for both Scott and Carver counties.

Outdoor Recreation

event calendar
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK
X LAKE FIT CLUB - FALL SERIES
Two months of Nordic walking, Zumba, cardio/strength
interval training, and outdoor recreation activities. Come
all of the time, or some of the time; just come. We provide
the instructors and equipment, you provide the community.
Together we make the Lake Fit Club. Whatever your ﬁtness
level or experience with outdoor recreation, we will help you
see that getting ﬁt can be an exciting adventure. See the full
calendar online for details. $60 for 20 sessions. Reservations
required. Ages: 18+
September 5 – October 25, #427717-00
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30 – 6:30 PM
Saturdays, 10 – 11:30 AM

X FALL COLORS KAYAK TOUR ON CEDAR LAKE
Experience the beauty of Cedar Lake from a new perspective.
Enjoy a leisurely paced paddle while watching for wildlife,
observing seasonal changes, and practicing your technique.
Previous paddling experience required. All equipment
provided. Reservations required. $45. Ages: 14+.
September 8 – Saturday #427712-01
2-5 PM

X FAMILY ARCHERY
Discover an exciting new outdoor skill and build your
conﬁdence. Learn the basics of handling a compound bow,
range safety, and proper NASP shooting techniques. All
equipment provided. Minors must be accompanied by an
adult. Fee is per person. Reservations required. $7. Ages: 8+.
September 8 – Saturday #427711-00
10 AM-Noon

X MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:

OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS - SNAKY SENSES
Meet a friendly live Minnesota snake. You and your
preschooler will explore activity stations to learn about
Minnesota snakes and how snakes sense the world, listen
to snake story time and make snaky art. Take a nature walk
investigating the habitats snakes live in. Adults and children
pay program fee. Reservations required. $5. Ages 3-6.
September 19 - Wednesday #427703-01
10-11:30 AM

X WOMEN ‘S NATURE NOTES:

NATURE JOURNALING
Sharpen your nature observation skills by exploring links
between sketching, writing, and identiﬁcation. Awaken your
curiosity and deepen your knowledge about the environment.
We will review writing and sketching techniques. Learn how
to use ﬁeld guides and other resources to bring it all together
in your nature journal. Bring your own journal and art
supplies. Reservations required. $12. Ages: 18+.
September 29 – Saturday #427711-01
1-3 PM

X CANOE WHEN THE MOON IS FULL
Enjoy a leisurely paddle as our guides lead you on a canoe
trip under a full moon. Watch for deer, muskrats, herons,
and other wildlife while being entertained with stories of
the full moon. Minors must be accompanied by an adult.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: 5+.
September 29 – Saturday #42770-00
6-8 PM

X GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
The s’mores supplies have gone missing! The only way to
ensure happy campers is to use GPS units to ﬁnd the supplies
hidden in the woods. We’ll teach you the basics of how
to use our GPS units before sending you on an adventure
in the park to ﬁnd as many caches as possible before your
belly growls. Come with family, friends, or on your own and
we’ll match you with other team members. Return with the
supplies and we’ll have the campﬁre waiting. Minors must be
accompanied by an adult. All equipment provided. Fee is per
person. Reservations required. $8. Ages: 8+.
October 21 – Sunday #427711-02
1-3 PM
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CLEARY LAKE REGIONAL PARK
X MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:

OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS -SNAKY SENSES
See full description under Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
listing. Reservations required. $5. Ages 3-6.
September 12 – Wednesday #424603-00
September 22 – Saturday #424603-01
10-11:30 AM

X GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
The s’mores supplies have gone missing! The only way to
ensure happy campers is to use GPS units to ﬁnd the supplies
hidden in the woods. We’ll teach you the basics of how
to use our GPS units before sending you on an adventure
in the park to ﬁnd as many caches as possible before your
belly growls. Come with family, friends, or on your own and
we’ll match you with other team members. Return with the
supplies and we’ll have the campﬁre waiting. Minors must be
accompanied by an adult. All equipment provided. Fee is per
person. Reservations required. $8. Ages: 8+.
September 15 – Saturday #424611-00
2-4 PM

X CANOEING FOR KIDS
Explore places that no one else can by learning how to
paddle a canoe. This two-hour class will cover entering and
exiting, steering, and proper paddling techniques. We will
reﬁne what participants learn through games and activities.
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 10-14.
September 22 – Saturday #424511-00
2-4 PM

X WALK WHEN THE MOON IS FULL:

SNAKE MOON
Meet a friendly live Minnesota snake. Learn about native
snake species and take a nature walk into the beautiful
moonlit park. $5. Ages: 6+.
September 28 – Friday #424606-00
6:30-8 PM

X FALL COLORS KAYAK TOUR ON CLEARY
Paddle the calm waters of Cleary and soak up the fall colors
that surround you. Previous paddling experience required. All
equipment provided. Reservations required. $45. Ages: 14+.
October 6 – Saturday #424512-00
1-4 PM

X WILDERNESS SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR KIDS
Learn how to survive in the great outdoors. Test your skills
as you track animals, build ﬁres, construct different types of
shelters, cook up a survival snack (bring your own bag lunch)
and more. Reservations required. $18. Ages: 7-14.
October 14 – Sunday #424611-02
10 AM-2:30 PM

X MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:

OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS
Fun outdoor recreational activities for preschoolers and adults
to learn and enjoy together! Each program includes hands on
arrival activities, an introduction to the featured recreational
activity and outdoor time for exploration and play. See
website for a full description of each class. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 3-6.
Going Batty for Minnesota Bats
October 17 – Wednesday, #424603-02
October 20 – Saturday, #424603-03
10-11:30 AM
Outdoor Adventurers - Camping Skills
November 14 – Wednesday #424603-04
November 17 – Saturday #424603-05
10-11:30 AM

X SURVIVE WHEN THE MOON IS FULL
Walk through the moonlit woods to a cozy bonﬁre to share
full moon stories. Investigate survival shelters and learn a few
basics about surviving in the woods. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: 6+.
October 28 – Sunday #424606-01
6 -8 PM

5)&-"/%*/(
X LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Celebrate a successful summer with the farmers and
townsfolk of Eagle Creek. Play games and enjoy a ride on
a trolley pulled by Percheron horses. Tour craft and farm
exhibits. Nature hike (September 1 only). Visit with soldiers
from the 5th Minnesota infantry, watch an 1860s “base
ball” match, and listen to musician Ross Sutter (September
3 only). Gift shop open and food available for purchase. $5
ages 18-64; $3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 free.
Ages: All.
September 1
10 AM-5 PM – Saturday #438407-16
September 2
Noon-5 PM – Sunday #438407-17
September 3
10 AM-5 PM – Monday #438407-18

X MINNESOTA RIVER TRIP
Spend the day paddling the historic Minnesota River. Learn
about the wildlife that lives along the river as we paddle to
The Landing. Once there, participants will learn the great
importance rivers had on early settlements in Minnesota. A
tour of the grounds and historic buildings is also included
with this canoe trip. All equipment provided. Reservations
required. $40. Ages: 10+.
September 1 – Saturday #428412-00
9 AM-3 PM

X MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:

EARLY EXPLORERS - SEEDS AN D BERRIES
Discover the magic of our historic Eagle Creek village with
your child. Play, sing, read stories and explore the outdoors as
we investigate a new theme each month. Dress as a pioneer
or come as you are, but remember outdoor clothes! Enter
park through west entrance. Cover your head because seeds
are falling! Learn about the different kinds of seeds in nature,
how they travel, and what they need to grow. Go on a hike
and look for different kinds of seeds around The Landing.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 2-5.
September 11 – Tuesday #438407-47
10-11:30 AM

X WALK WHEN THE MOON IS FULL:

SNAKE MOON
Meet a friendly live Minnesota snake. Learn about native
snake species and take a nature walk into the beautiful
moonlit park. $5. Ages: 6+.
September 29 – Saturday #438407-44
7:30-9 PM

X APPLEFEST!
Discover the story of apples in Minnesota. Hear how the
ﬁrst pioneers established a winter-hardy apple and turned
them into a major horticultural crop. Apples will be cooked,
dried, canned, jellied and cidered during the day’s activities.
Nineteenth-century apple recipes will be provided for your
enjoyment. Observe and visit with artisans demonstrating
their skills, and see how lives in early Minnesota were
sustained by the tools of the trade. Play games and enjoy a
ride on a trolley pulled by Percheron draft horses. Gift shop
open and food available for purchase. $5 ages 18-64; $3
ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 free. Ages: All.
October 6
10 AM-5 PM – Saturday #438407-45
October 7
Noon-5 PM – Sunday #438407-46

X GHOST TOWN
Walk along candlelit streets in the Village of Eagle Creek.
Visit historic buildings and hear costumed interpreters share
folktales, legends, superstition, and local history. Enjoy
refreshments and the warmth of a campﬁre. Enter park
through West Entrance. Reservations required. $5. Ages: 12+.
October 19 – Friday #438407-20
6-9 PM

X OLD-FASHIONED TRICK-OR-TREAT
Trick-or-treat along candlelit paths to 20 treat shops. Begin
your journey on the trolley pulled by Percheron horses.
Collect a variety of traditional treats and toys. Finish your
celebration with cider, cookie and entertainment in the
Town Hall. Costumes are encouraged. Reservations required.
Fees range from $5 to $10. Reservations by phone only; call
763.559.6700. Ages: All.
October 20 – Saturday #438407-32-39
4-8 PM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
X MURPHY NOCTURNAL MOUNTAIN

BIKE RACING
Experience the rush of night racing with a two-part sprint
series at the Murphy Singletrack. Racers will navigate through
10 miles of twisting trail using their mounted bike lights. Race
is in a time trial format. All racers must wear a helmet and
race with two headlights and one taillight. Co-sponsored by
Freewheel Bike. Registration begins at 5:30 PM; start is at
6:30 PM. $12 preregistration, $15 day-of registration, or $20
preregistration for both. Call 763.559.6700 to pre-register.
Ages: 14+.
October 10 – Wednesday #423735-00
October 17 – Wednesday #423735-01
6:30-9:30 PM

3&(*453"5*0/*/'03."5*0/
t5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–5 PM, Sat. – Sun. 8:30 AM–12:30 PM
Please have eight-digit reservation code and payment
method available. Programs without an eight-digit code
do not require reservations.
Summer Camp Registration
Reservation, pre-payment and health waiver required at
least two weeks in advance of camp starting date.
4DIPMBSTIJQ*OGPSNBUJPO
Applications are considered on the basis of ﬁnancial need
and funds available. Call for details.
Accessibility Information
Call 763.559.6719 (TTY) or 763.559.6707 (Voice).
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Don’t get scammed
“There is no such thing as a free lunch...”

,QD0LOZDXNHHVDORRQSODFHG
an advertisement in their local newspaper that stated they were giving away
free lunches at their establishment. That
promise of a free lunch was a successful marketing technique that lured paOur all-too-brief summer season is already coming to an end; the start of the trons to the bar. Once there, however,
Minnesota State Fair and the Renaissance Festival are two clear signs that what the patrons discovered that they could
is now green and hot will soon be white and cold. It is a perfect time to remind only get a free lunch if they bought a
everyone that children and educators will be returning to school.
drink. This practice later gave rise to
7KHUHWXUQWRVFKRROKDVDWULFNOHHIIHFWRQWKHWUDI¿FDQGDFWLYLW\LQRXUFRP- the phrase: “There’s no such thing as a
munities. Buses are on the road, but so are educators and parents; they are all free lunch.”
converging to the same location. This can lead to congestion in a normally quiet
The truth is, you can rarely get someneighborhood, and increased commuting time for those in the neighborhoods sur- thing for nothing. If it sounds too good
rounding the school as well as those who are bringing their children to school.
to be true, it probably is. And this sage
Being unprepared for this increase in commuting time can cause stress and rush advice also applies to the latest wave of
RQWKHURDGVDQGWKLVDGGHGVHQVHRIXUJHQF\FDXVHGE\WKHLQFUHDVHLQWUDI¿F modern freebies: free gift cards.
congestion can have dramatic -- and often regrettable -- consequences.
Phone calls, text messages, and mail
First, buses and vehicles aren’t the only things added to our roadways, children solicitations now offer “free” gift cards
are also present. The closer you are to a school, the more likely you are to see a and gas cards, often in amounts up to
child walking to school or a bus full of kids.
 &RQVXPHUV ZKR UHVSRQG WR WKH
Because of these conditions, there are special rules surrounding schools. There offers are asked to provide personal inare different speeds in school zones before school begins and after school is let formation, and they are told that a miniout. These reduced speeds are the law and they are heavily and strictly enforced. PDOKDQGOLQJIHHUDQJLQJIURPWR
And while they specify certain times, a common courtesy in these areas is to re- will be charged on their credit cards.
GXFH\RXUVSHHGLQDVFKRRO]RQHDWany time when a child is present. Children are After providing the information, people
arriving and leaving from school at varying times throughout the day (including discover unwanted charges appearing
weekends) due to school-related events. Cau- on their accounts for subscriptions,
tion should always be used in these areas re- warranties, and all sorts of other prodgardless of the time of day or day of the week. ucts they don’t want. Unfortunately, the
Caution should also be used when you one thing the consumers do not get are
are near a school bus. If you see a school bus, the actual gift cards that were promised
it is best to assume the bus is full of children, to them.
that the bus is preparing to stop frequently, and
This gift card scam is usually initithat a child is about to run to or from that bus ated through random phone calls and
in any direction.
mailings. In some cases, the scam artEvery driver is responsible to know ist claims to promote the gift card on
school bus laws and should be aware of com- behalf of a major company. In other
mon ways to prevent school bus accidents. cases, the scam artist promises a gift
Parents and families also have a responsibil- card for completing a survey. The goal
ity to discuss bus safety with their children. of the scam artist is simple: get perChildren who know the procedures of where VRQDO ¿QDQFLDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG VHOO LW
they can wait and how to walk around the bus to thieves, simply steal the identity of
can avoid becoming the victim of a horrible the victim, or charge people money for
accident.
things they do not need.
The education of our children is important,
It is helpful to note that this scam
but there is nothing more important each day than ensuring each child arrives and
only works if the consumer decides to
returns from school safely, which is why both drivers and children should all folparticipate. If you get a phone call like
low these simple guidelines.
this, just remember TINSTAAFL (there
Drivers:
is no such thing as a free lunch), and
x When backing out of a driveway or leaving a garage, watch out for children
hang up your phone…immediately! Do
walking or bicycling to school.
x :KHQGULYLQJLQQHLJKERUKRRGVZLWKVFKRRO]RQHVwatch out for young
people who may be thinking about getting to school, but may not be thinking
of getting there safely.
x Slow down. Watch for children walking in the street and congregating near
bus stops.
x Be alert. Children arriving late for the bus may dart into the street without
ORRNLQJIRUWUDI¿F
Recycling fact of the month: “Amer/HDUQWKH³ÀDVKLQJVLJQDOOLJKWV\VWHP´WKDWVFKRROEXVGULYHUVXVHWRDOHUWPR- icans throw away enough aluminum
cans to rebuild an entire commercial air
torists of pending actions:
ÀHHW HYHU\ WKUHH PRQWKV´  ZZZDOXx <HOORZÀDVKLQJOLJKWV indicate that the bus is preparing to stop to load or
minum.org)
unload children. Motorists should slow down and prepare to stop.
Even in a down economy, the recyx 5HGÀDVKLQJOLJKWV and extended stop arms indicate that the bus has
cling industry has room to grow -- esstopped, and that children are getting on or off. Motorists must stop their
pecially since the infrastructure for the
FDUVDQGZDLWXQWLOWKHUHGOLJKWVVWRSÀDVKLQJWKHH[WHQGHGVWRSVLJQLV
collection of recyclables is already in
withdrawn, and the bus begins moving before they can start driving again.
place. There is no need for stimulus
money to jumpstart recycling, and this
Children:
type of industry cannot be outsourced
x Get to the bus stop DWOHDVW¿YHPLQXWHV before the bus is scheduled to arrive.
to another country. We have the unique
x When the bus approaches, stand at least three giant steps (six feet) away
ability to create our own job opportunifrom the curb, and line up away from the street.
ties just by throwing that milk jug into
x Wait until the bus stops, the door opens, and the driver says that it’s okay
a recycling bin instead of the garbage
before stepping onto the bus.
x If you must cross the street in front of the bus, walk on the sidewalk or along can. For every job created from buryLQJZDVWHDWDODQG¿OOVL[MREVFDQEH
the side of the road to a point DWOHDVW¿YHJLDQWVWHSV (10 feet) ahead of the
created by all of us recycling.
bus before you cross. Be sure that the bus driver can see you, and you can
With each person doing their part,
see the bus driver.
local businesses can also grow. There
x Never walk behind the bus.
is a business in Jordan called By the
x Walk at least three giant steps away from the side of the bus.
x If you drop something near the bus, tell the bus driver. Never try to pick it up Yard that makes lawn furniture out of
plastic milk jugs. Also, Anchor Glass
because the driver may not be able to see you.
All Scott County law enforcement agencies are serious about improving road- in Shakopee can make new glass botway safety near every school, and protecting the safety of the students who attend tles out of recycled glass at a lower cost
those schools. To ensure this safety, we need every parent, educator, child, and than using raw materials.
Some people don’t recycle because
driver to take extra precautions to assure the safety of our children.

Back to school safety

not respond to suspicious mailings or
messages. Keep in mind that con artists
are very persuasive, and they will use
all types of excuses, explanations, offers, or pressures in order to get your
money.
If you receive a solicitation for a free
gift card or gas card, or some other sort
of a gift, take the following precautions:
 1HYHU JLYH RXW SHUVRQDO ¿QDQcial information. Most reputable companies do not initiate free offers or
discounts where they ask up front for
sensitive personal data like credit card
information.
* Safeguard your social security
numbers, dates of birth, and other
private information. There is no reason why a company needs your private
information to provide a gift card.
* Watch for indications that the
advertisement is bogus. Many scams
contain misspellings and bad grammar.
Also, a marketer using a website, email, or other contact information that
LVQRWDI¿OLDWHGZLWKWKHFRPSDQ\¶VGRmain name or address can be an indication of potential fraud.
* Be wary of solicitations from
sources you do not know or that you
did not initiate. Never give out personDOLQIRUPDWLRQWRDQXQYHUL¿HGVRXUFH
* Remember that companies usually do not give away something for
nothing.
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the Minnesota AtWRUQH\*HQHUDO¶V2I¿FH2I¿FHRI0LQnesota Attorney General, Lori Swanson, 1400 Bremer Tower, 445 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota, 55101
or you may call (651) 296-3353 or TTY
(651) 297-7206 (www.ag.state.mn.us).
Remember that several helpful publications from the Minnesota Attorney
*HQHUDO¶V 2I¿FH DUH DOVR DYDLODEOH
through the Law Library in the Scott
County Courthouse, along with other
important consumer information.

Recycling saves money,
grows local businesses

they don’t see a direct return for their
actions. But you can save money by recycling: All the haulers in Scott County
are required to provide volume pricing, which means that the smaller the
trash container you have, the less you
pay per month. So if you recycle more,
you will have less trash and save money
with the smaller trash container. Call
your hauler for their current prices of
garbage and recycling containers to see
how much you can save.
Call Scott County Environmental
+HDOWKWRGD\DW  IRUDOO
your recycling questions.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Library News

New resources, upcoming events focus on job skills, businesses
Are you interested in starting a new business?
:RXOG\RXOLNHWRWDONWRDQH[SHUWWR¿QGRXWLI\RXU
business idea is viable? Perhaps you need help with
your strategy for growing your existing business.
0D\EH \RX ZDQW WR JHW PHQWRUHG ¿QG D ZRUNVKRS
or just need to visit with people who themselves are
in or have been in business. The Scott County Library has just the thing – they’ve recently partnered
with SCORE (formerly the Service Corps of Retired
([HFXWLYHV  D QDWLRQDO QRQSUR¿W DVVRFLDWLRQ ZKRVH
volunteers serve as “Counselors to America’s Small
Business.”
The libraries are very excited to be able to offer
this valuable, free1 service to the local community
(and are fortunate that the local SCORE counselor also happens to be the President of South Metro
Chapter of SCORE, Dennis Jacobson). You may have
recently seen the great interview with Dennis Jacobson and Gerry Zielinski by Alex Hall in in the Savage
Pacer on Saturday, June 23.
Free counseling sessions will be offered at the
Savage branch of the Scott County Library System
(13090 Alabama Avenue) every second and fourth
Thursday of the month from 4 – 6 p.m. You may walk
in or, if you would prefer, pre-register by calling the
6DYDJH/LEUDU\DW  &RPHDQG¿QGRXW
what SCORE mentoring can do for you!
While you’re at the library, check out the collecWLRQRIEXVLQHVVPDJD]LQHVMRXUQDOVDQGQHZVSDSHUV
Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Minneapolis St. Paul Business Journal, Wall Street Journal, Finance and Commerce, Forbes, Minnesota Business, Twin Cities Business, Upsize, and more. You can also see the librarian
for a demonstration of their online business resources.
The Scott County Library System recently increased its collection of business reference books in
electronic format. You can read them anywhere from
your computer using your Scott County library card.

To use any of these resources, visit the Library
website at www.scott.lib.mn.us. Select the “Online
Reference Collection” from the left-hand column, select “Alphabetical List of all Online Resources,” and
then “Reference Books Online.”
The library will offer three more fall workshops
for entrepreneurs and small business owners taught
by WomenVenture and funded by MELSA (Metropolitan Library Services Agency). Add these dates to your
calendar and call (952) 707-1770 to register. They
were very popular this spring!
x Business Survival Skills, Savage Library,
7KXUVGD\6HSW±SP QHZ
x How to Write a Business Plan, Shakopee
/LEUDU\7KXUVGD\2FWREHUSP
x How to Get a Lender to Say Yes, Prior
/DNH/LEUDU\7KXUVGD\2FWREHU±
p.m.
Finally, if you are looking for free beginner computer classes to build your job skills, check with the
library system for classes scheduled in the Government Center’s computer lab (thanks to a partnership
among MELSA, Science Museum of Minnesota,
Scott County, and the Library System). To register
for any of these upcoming classes, call the Savage Library at (952) 707-1770.

CAP Corner

CAP leader receives service
award from Macalester College
Carolina Bradpiece, President and
CEO of the Scott Carver Dakota Community Action Partnership Agency,
received the 2012 Catharine Lealtad
Service to Society Award presented by
Macalester College on June 2.
The Catharine Lealtad Service to
Society Award honors a Macalester
alumnus of color who has used their
Macalester education to distinguish
themselves in service to community.
The award was established in memory
of Catharine Lealtad, Class of 1915, the
¿UVW$IULFDQ$PHULFDQJUDGXDWHRI0D
calester. She had an admirable career
as a physician in the military and as a
medical missionary, and served children and the poor around the world.
Salvadoran-born, Bradpiece was
selected to receive the award because
of her passion to serve communities
for over 20 years. Such passion started while still a student at Macalester,
where she tutored Latina girls in math
and science through the “Un Primer
Paso” program at St. Catherine’s. After
earning her degree in Sociology from
Macalester College, Bradpiece worked
in Minnesota with the Urban Coalition
of Minneapolis and Hispanos en Minnesota. In 1990, she moved to New
<RUN &LW\ ZKHUH VKH EHFDPH FHUWL¿HG
to teach at Buffalo State College.
In her commitment to help build girls
of character and strength, Bradpiece
joined the leadership of the national of¿FHRIWKH*LUO6FRXWV6KHFRQWLQXHG
to mentor girls and was thrilled to accept the position of President and CEO
RI %LJ %URWKHUV%LJ 6LVWHUV RI *UHDWHU
Los Angeles, the largest mentoring orJDQL]DWLRQ LQ WKH FRXQWU\  6KH SULGHV
herself in having established a scholarship endowment fund, which is curUHQWO\YDOXHGDWDOPRVWPLOOLRQDQG

x Microsoft PowerPoint Basics: Building Job
6NLOOV7XHVGD\$XJXVWSP
at the Scott County Government Center in
Shakopee
x Internet Basics: Building Job Skills,
7XHVGD\6HSWHPEHUSPDW
the Scott County Government Center
x E-mail Basics: Building Job Skills, Tuesday,
2FWREHUSPDWWKH6FRWW
County Government Center
x Microsoft Word Basics: Building Job Skills,
7XHVGD\2FWREHUSPDWWKH
Scott County Government Center
x Microsoft Excel Basics: Building Job Skills,
7XHVGD\2FWREHUSPDWWKH
Scott County Government Center
x Microsoft PowerPoint Basics: Building Job
6NLOOV7XHVGD\1RYHPEHU
p.m. at the Scott County Government Center

You can even download chapters to your mobile device and keep them. Recent purchases include:
x Encyclopedia of American Industries, three
volumes, 6th ed. 2011 (industry snapshots)
x Encyclopedia of Emerging Industries, 6th ed.
2011
x Encyclopedia of Management, 7th ed. 2012
x Encyclopedia of Small Business, two
volumes, 4th ed. 2011
x From Green Industries to Green Jobs, 2012

which
provides college
scholarships to
primarily Latina girls.
Bradpiece
then went on
to be Vice
President with
the
greater
Los Angeles
YMCA.
As
Carolina Bradpiece Vice President
ZLWK 1HW]HO
Grigsby Associates, Inc., she helped
raise millions of dollars for causes
ranging from uninsured children to
hunger relief.
In 2006, Bradpiece moved back to
Minnesota to take on the role of Director with the Saint Paul Foundation,
where she directed statewide grantmaking through community funds. She has
continued to mentor for many years and
KDVVHUYHGRQVHYHUDOQRQSUR¿WERDUGV
including Workforce Investment Board,
Girl Scouts, Chamber of Commerce,
Rotary, and the YMCA.
In her current role as president and
CEO of the Scott Carver Dakota CAP
Agency, Bradpiece is responsible for
OHDGLQJDPLOOLRQSULYDWHQRQSUR¿W
RUJDQL]DWLRQ FRPPLWWHG WR DVVLVW DQG
empower people to achieve social and
economic well being by providing
services in partnership with the community. The CAP agency serves over
50,000 annually through 22 programs,
all aimed at creating a strong community with healthy individuals and families, quality education, safe and affordDEOHKRXVLQJDQGZRUNWKDWGLJQL¿HV
Bradpiece resides in the Mac-Groveland area of St. Paul with her husband
and two children.

Please check the website (www.scott.lib.mn.us)
or call or visit your library for additional information about employment or small business resources,
library hours and locations, or anything else.
Scott County Library System Administration
(952) 707-1760
%HOOH3ODLQH/LEUDU\ 
 
(ONR1HZ0DUNHW/LEUDU\
 
Jordan Library
(952) 492-2500
1HZ3UDJXH/LEUDU\ 
 
Prior Lake Library
(952) 447-3375
Savage Library
(952) 707-1770
Shakopee Library
(952) 233-9590
6FRWW&RXQW\/DZ/LEUDU\
 
5HQHZDO/LQH 

 
1
Partial funding for SCORE comes from the SBA
(U.S. Small Business Administration). Visit their website at www.sba.org.

Youth in the Spotlight
Rebekah Adkins
School: Jordan High School
Grade: 9th grade
4-H Club: Helping Hands 4-H Club
Parents: Wayne Adkins
Years in 4-H: 6 years
Projects of Interest: Child Development, Crafts
and Fine Arts, Dairy, Dog, Flower Gardening, Food
Preservation, Food and Nutrition, Gardening, Needle
Arts, Photography, Poultry, Rabbits, Self-Determined,
Vegetable Gardening

Rebekah Adkins

When you think of the word leadership, you think of someone who is understanding, trustworthy; someone who sets a good example and leads others effectively. All these characteristics of an effective leader are words that you would
use to describe Rebekah Adkins. Rebekah has been an active junior leader for the
Scott County 4-H program for the past three years, and has taken on an active role
as a youth camp counselor for summer enrichment programs.
Rebekah is the daughter of Wayne Adkins and will be a freshman at Jordan
High School this fall. This past summer, Rebekah showcased her dairy knowledge
at a 4-H Day Camp and summer enrichment program called Get Mooving!, where
she helped to teach kids about dairy nutrition. At the camp, she led a lesson on
making homemade ice cream in a bag -- the lesson was a huge hit by all the camp
participants! This is just an example of her hard work and determination.
If you would like to learn more about volunteering with 4-H, please contact
$EE\:DJQHUDW  RUDWWRUJ#XPQHGX

Chloe Collins
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 10th grade
Parents: Ann and Steve Collins
'R\RXUHPHPEHU\RXU¿UVWVXPPHUMRE"'LG\RXÀLS
EXUJHUVDWWKHORFDOGULYHWKURXJKGHOLYHUSL]]DRUPD\EH
babysit the neighbor’s kids? Scott County offers youth a
FKDQFHWRH[SHULHQFHWKHLU¿UVWMREZKLOHOHDUQLQJYDOXDEOH
life and work skills. This year, Scott County 4-H was able
to hire two teens to help with summer programing. One of
them was Chloe Collins of New Prague.
Chloe Collins
Chloe stood out this summer as having a special way of
working with kids. She was able to see when someone needed a little extra help
ZLWKDSURMHFWRUQHHGHGDQH[WUDZRUGRIHQFRXUDJHPHQWWR¿QLVKWKHUHOD\UDFH
Chloe made some special friends this summer with the younger students at sumPHUGD\FDPSV7KDQN\RX&KORHIRUFKRRVLQJ6FRWW&RXQW\+DV\RXU¿UVW
summer job! We hope you return this fall as a Youth Teaching Youth teen teacher.
If you are interested in the Youth Summer Worker program, contact the Scott
&RXQW\:RUN)RUFH&HQWHUDW  IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND6&$/( DOLWWOHPRUH
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all,
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty
clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited
resources.” So watch this page for current and future information from us and
our many SCALE partners!

the only one that includes indoor waiting. Full service will start in 2014.

From Savage:

From Shakopee:
Shakopee diversity
initiative follow-up

Earlier this year, Shakopee hosted its
¿UVWHYHU Diversity Summit. More than
140 people attended the event, which
Savage residents still like where they was held to seek new ways to reach
live! Results of a community survey the city’s diverse population, improve
conducted in May show people are sat- communication, foster positive relationLV¿HGZLWKOLIHLQ6DYDJH±DVHQWLPHQW ships, and make the community more
quite similar to what was found in 2010 welcoming to all residents. Since that
time, several of those involved -- both
when the last survey was performed.
A total of 400 residents were polled leaders and residents -- have formed the
via telephone by Decision Resources, a Shakopee Diversity Alliance (SDA) to
0LQQHDSROLV¿UPWKDWKDVVXUYH\HG6DY- continue the dialogue and begin impleage for almost 20 years. The 146-ques- menting ideas.
The group has developed a strategic
tion survey asked about a number of
community aspects, including safety, plan with three goals for 2012-13:
Host an annual international festiaesthetics, recreation, and shopping opportunities. Satisfaction with City ser- val to celebrate the community’s diversity and to help educate attendees.
vices also was measured.
From Prior Lake:
Build a resource network to inform
“In two years, there have been no
Eagle Creek Transit Station drastic changes on key indicators,” said new and current residents about the reopens in Shakopee, Grand
Decision Resources’ Peter Leatherman. sources available to help them.
Opening set for August 28
Enhance education and cultural
Decision Resources presented the surThe Eagle Creek Transit Station, at vey results to the City Council on June awareness opportunities in Shakopee.
the intersection of County Roads 21 and 1HDUO\DOOZKRZHUHDVNHGUDQNHG
The SDA is now forming committees
16 in Shakopee, opened on Monday, the quality of life in Savage as good or to help implement the strategic plan and
July 2 on land leased from the Shakopee excellent. Just three percent said life the goals. Watch for updates as work on
Mdewakanton Sioux Community. The here was “only fair,” with nobody say- these goals progress.
public is welcome to a grand open- ing it was poor. The city’s “small town
ing for the facility on Tuesday, Aug. feel” and convenient location tied at
From the Shakopee
IURPWRSP. The station joins the top among reasons why people like
Southbridge Crossings Transit Station living in Savage, although others men- Mdewakanton Sioux
as the second park-and-ride serving the tioned the community’s peacefulness,
Community:
Prior Lake and Shakopee area.
safety, neighborhoods, friendly people,
SMSC, Canterbury Park sign
The new transit station features a and open space.
bus shelter, outdoor seating, and longIn ranking city services and ameni- 10-year marketing partnership
On June 4, the Shakopee MdewakanOLIH/('OLJKWLQJIRUHI¿FLHQF\DQGGX- ties, 90 percent or more of the responton
Sioux Community and Canterbury
rability. Other sustainable features of GHQWV VDLG SROLFH ¿UH SDUN PDLQWHPark
Holding Corporation announced
the Eagle Creek Transit Station include nance, utility billing, and the public
a
10-year
cooperative marketing agreebio-swale depressions that help convey library were excellent or good. In fact,
ment
which
will substantially increase
stormwater and native plantings that WKH H[FHOOHQW UDWLQJ IRU ¿UH LQFUHDVHG
purses
for
live
races during Canterbury
¿OWHU ZDWHU UHPRYH FRQWDPLQDQWV DQG by nine percent – one of the few noPark’s
race
seasons
through a purse
reduce heat from paved surfaces. The table changes from 2010. Positive ratenhancement
program
funded by the
on-site native plants and drought toler- ings for other services were still high –
SMSC,
a
commitment
totaling
approxiDQWQRPRZ JUDVV UHTXLUH OHVV PDLQWH- well above 50 percent. Another change
PDWHO\

PLOOLRQ
RYHU
WKH
OLIH
RI WKH
nance and watering, and will mitigate worth mentioning was the ratings given
agreement.
The
agreement
includes
new
soil erosion.
for the arts in Savage: Twice as many
joint
marketing
opportunities
between
Later this summer, work will begin people gave the arts ratings of good or
Canterbury Park and SMSC’s Mystic
on the Marschall Road Transit Center at excellent as compared to 2010.
the former Denny Hecker Auto DealerVisit cityofsavage.com to review the Lake Casino Hotel, taking advantage of
ship. The building will host express bus entire survey results, as well as charts their proximity to one another, includservice and serve as the hub for local that compare today’s opinions with the ing annual payments to Canterbury Park
transit. It will be the third transit station past. The presentation to the Council IRUMRLQWPDUNHWLQJWRWDOLQJPLOOLRQ
over these ten years.
serving Prior Lake and Shakopee, but also may be viewed online.
“This is a great day for Minnesota
KRUVHUDFLQJDQGIRURXUWZRRUJDQL]Dtions,” said Randy Sampson, Canterbury Park’s president and chief execuWLYHRI¿FHU³:HYLHZWKLVDJUHHPHQWDV
the milestone that will mark the rebound
of Minnesota horse racing and our local
equine industry. This partnership sets
aside longstanding political differences
over gaming and allows us to devote our
attention and resources to great racing
and rebuilding a prosperous horse industry in Minnesota. We’re very excited
to explore the many possibilities this
DJUHHPHQW FUHDWHV IRU ERWK RUJDQL]Dtions, our communities, the Twin Cities,
and Minnesota.”
“The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
are very happy to be entering into this
ten-year alliance,” said SMSC Chairman Stanley R. Crooks. “We believe
The new Eagle Creek Transit Station is located at the intersection of Co. Rd. it’s a good agreement with advantages
21 and Co. Rd. 16 (Eagle Creek Blvd.) The public is invited to a Grand Opening to both parties. It protects the horse inat the site on Tuesday, Aug. 28 from 4 to 6 p.m. The event will include music, dustry in Minnesota and lets us all focus
on the broader interests that we share.
refreshments, and speakers.

City ranks high in
resident survey

It continues our tradition of community
involvement with our neighbors. We
look forward to what these two excellent enterprises will accomplish over the
next decade.”

SMSC invites public to
annual Wacipi Aug. 17, 18, 19
The general public is invited to attend the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community annual Wacipi (Pow Wow)
)ULGD\ WKURXJK 6XQGD\ $XJ  
and 19. Each August, hundreds of dancers and singers
from across the
country gather
for the event.
The
Wacipi
will be held at
the Pow Wow
Grounds on the
SMSC reservation, on Dakotah
Parkway,
just
south of Co. Rd.
42 between Co.
5G  DQG &R
Rd. 17.
Held
outdoors in a traditional dance
arena, the Pow
Wow will feature Native American vendors with arts, crafts, beadwork, jewelry, quillwork, and Native American
foods for sale, including frybread, wojapi (berry pudding), wild rice, hominy
soup, buffalo burgers, Indian tacos, and
much more.
For more information on the Wacipi,
FDOO  RUJRWRZZZVKDkopeedakota.org. The SMSC Pow Wow
is also on Facebook again in 2012.

From the Townships:
Be a responsible and
respectful animal owner
Whether you own a herd of regisWHUHG SUL]HZLQQLQJ EHHI FDWWOH RU UHcently acquired a cute little puppy, you
have responsibilities to go along with
animal ownership.
Animals depend on their owners for
food, shelter, and safety. If you own an
animal, you must ask yourself if you are
IXO¿OOLQJDOO\RXUREOLJDWLRQV
Animal ownership comes with a few
laws that must be obeyed to ensure your
animal does not cause harm to others;
common courtesies are also expected.
Animals are not permitted to run
at large. When animals are on public
property, it is the owner’s responsibility
to have the animal on a leash, and the
animal must be controlled by the owner
DW DOO WLPHV 7RZQVKLS RI¿FHUV SROLFH
DQG WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ 6KHULII¶V 2I¿FH
routinely receive complaints of animals
running at large. Sometimes it’s a heifer
that broke loose from a fenced lot; more
often, it’s a complaint about a neighbor’s dog that has been allowed to run
freely, and is either an annoyance to or a
threat for a neighbor. Town Boards have
the authority to contract with animal
control. Dogs may be impounded by
contacting Scott County’s animal control, 4 Paws Animal Control, at (952)

Be a good neighbor, and a responsible animal owner.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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,QFHQWLYHVIRU¿OWHUVWULSV
Conservation leaders sought coming to an end
Scott SWCD News

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan is currently accepting nominations for the
2012 Conservation Leaders Program.
(YHU\\HDUWKH6FRWW6:&'UHFRJQL]HV
County agencies and residents for their
roles in improving our natural resources.
The District is seeking Conservation Leaders in four categories: agriFXOWXUDO SURGXFHUVIDUPHUV EXVLQHVVHV
QRQSUR¿WV JRYHUQPHQW HQWLWLHV FLWies, townships, schools, watersheds, et
FHWHUD  DQG XUEDQODNHVKRUH UHVLGHQWV
Winners will be chosen based on their
conservation efforts, community involvement, and their approach to natural
resource protection and enhancement in
Scott County.
The Conservation Leaders award application form is available at the Scott
SWCD website www.scottswcd.org.
<RX FDQ ¿OO LW RXW DQG UHWXUQ LW YLD WKH
Scott SWCD website or print it out,
complete it, and return it to Conserva-

tion Leaders Program, Scott SWCD,
7151 190th Street West, Suite 125,
Jordan, Minnesota, 55352. For more
information, call the Scott SWCD of¿FH  The deadline for
nominations is Friday, October 5.

This is the last year the Scott WaWHUVKHG 0DQDJHPHQW 2UJDQL]DWLRQ
(WMO) will offer incentives that assist
landowners to comply with Scott County’s shoreland ordinance. The ordinance
requires maintenance of permanent
Summer intern
YHJHWDWLRQ ZLWKLQ ¿IW\   IHHW RI DQ\
joins SWCD staff
protected water. This includes streams,
Ben Trewartha, a
rivers, lakes and wetlands throughout
2011 graduate of New
Scott County.
Prague High School
The WMO currently offers farmers
and a sophomore at
DQGRWKHUDJULFXOWXUDOODQGRZQHUV
the University of Minper acre per year for the establishment
nesota, was chosen to
RI KDUYHVWDEOH ¿OWHU VWULSV ,W KDV DOVR
work alongside techRIIHUHGDSHUDFUHSHU\HDURSWLRQ
QLFDO DQG ¿HOG VWDII Ben Trewartha IRU QRQKDUYHVWDEOH ¿OWHU VWULSV ZKHQ
at the Scott Soil and
combined with USDA’s Conservation
Water Conservation District (SWCD) Reserve Program (CRP).
RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQWKLVVXPPHU7KHLQWHUQ
Filter strips are narrow bands of vegprogram is sponsored through a partner- etation that capture sediment and other
ship and funding is provided through SROOXWDQWV IURP ¿HOG UXQRII 7KH\ DOVR
WKH/HJLVODWLYH&LWL]HQ&RPPLVVLRQRQ protect against streambank erosion, reMinnesota Resources (LCCMR).
duce ditch maintenance costs, and can
provide critical habitat for wildlife. Vegetation can range from prairie grasses
DQGZLOGÀRZHUVWRDPL[RIFRROVHDVRQ
grasses and legumes, depending on the
landowners needs and interests.
$IWHU  WKH KDUYHVWDEOH ¿OWHU
The Meth Task Force wants you!
*XLGLQJDERDWFUXLVHDURXQGRQH strip option will no longer be available. Though there will still be the nonWait… that sounds too ominous. What of the County’s wonderful lakes?
the Task Force really wants is your time.
 $Q HYHQLQJ RI SHUVRQDO FKDXIIHU harvestable option through CRP, it will
not be combined with WMO incentives
Here’s why.
services in a cool vintage car?
For the sixth consecutive year, the
3URYLGLQJDIRXUKRXU¿VKLQJWULS" which typically provide an additional
Scott County Meth Task Force will be
&XVWRPL]LQJVRQJO\ULFV"
KRVWLQJ LWV PRVW VLJQL¿FDQW IXQGUDLVHU
 3URIHVVLRQDOO\ JURRPLQJ D FDW RU
of the season: the “Tee It Up For The dog?
Task Force” golf fundraiser. (See ad at
$PLQXWHPDVVDJH"
right) One special feature of the day’s
«WKHSRVVLELOLWLHVDUHHQGOHVV
event is a live auction.
From lawn care to interior decoratThis year, the Task Force is looking ing, from personal shopping to electrifor some new donations… the donation cal wiring, if you contribute the gift of
of time. Do you have a talent, a special your time, the Task Force can continue
skill, or just some good old fashioned bringing educational programming
hard work to give? For example, could such as “Shattered,” sponsoring antiyou donate time towards…
drug outreach activities in schools, and
3DLQWLQJDURRP"
making sure that the message is clear:
7ZRKRXUVRIODQGVFDSLQJ"
Choose Life, Not Meth.
3URYLGLQJDSHUVRQDOFKHISDUW\"
Interested? Curious? Contact Selina
'HWDLOLQJDFDU"
.ROVUXG DW    IRU PRUH
 ,QVWUXFWLQJ DQ KRXU RU WZR RI LQ information. Just want to know more
home yoga services?
about the Meth Task Force? Visit www.
3URYLGLQJGDQFHFODVVHV"
chooselifenotmeth.com

Donate your time to raise
funds to combat drug use

Take It To the Box
³7KHQZHEHFDPHWKH¿UVWPHWURFRXQW\WR
institute this program, which has now been
replicated in several other areas.”
:KLOHLWZRXOGEHGLI¿FXOWLIQRWLPSRVsible, to calculate exactly how many people
avoided illegal or legal drug addiction as a
result of this one-year-old program, one ton
of disposed materials does offer up food for
WKRXJKW³7KHUHVSRQVHKDVEHHQDPD]LQJ´
Ciliberto stated. “And the more we can restrict – or stop – access to these drugs, the
better our chance for ultimate success in
eradicating narcotic abuse in Scott County.”
Locations:
The Take It To The Box medication disposal boxes are available seven days a week,
24 hours a day at the following locations:
 Shakopee: Scott County Sheriff’s
2I¿FHPDLQOREE\DW)XOOHU6WUHHW
  Savage: Police Department, front
vestibule, 6000 McColl Drive
 Prior Lake: Police Department, front
vestibule, 4649 Dakota Street SE
 New Prague: &LW\ +DOO3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW IURQW YHVWLEXOH VRXWK VLGH  
Central Ave N
The Take It To The Box disposal boxes
are available Monday through Friday at the
following locations:
Jordan:DPWRSP&LW\+DOO
front lobby, 210 East First Street
 Belle Plaine: 7 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Police Department main entrance, 420 East
Main Street

Continued from
Page 1

Instructions:
  /HDYH WKH PHGLFDWLRQ LQ WKH RULJLQDO
container.
5HPRYH\RXUQDPHDQGRWKHULGHQWLI\ing information.
/HDYHWKHQDPHRIWKHPHGLFDWLRQRQ
the original container.
  3ODFH OLTXLGV LQ D SDGGHG HQYHORSH
(provided near the drop box).
'URSWKHPHGLFDWLRQLQWRWKHGLVSRVDO
bag opening.
3OHDVHQRQHHGOHVRUVKDUSV

“Twisted Ride” coming
The co-chairs of the Scott County
Meth Task Force are pleased to announce that CLIMB theater will be offering “A Twisted Ride to Nowhere”
this school year, delivering an antiheroin message. “We hope that all of
the schools in Scott County, particularly
those which have partnered with us in
WKHSDVWZLOOEHDEOH¿QGURRPRQWKHLU
schedules for the presentation,” said
Scott County Attorney Pat Ciliberto.
“We’re so concerned about the scourge
of heroin in our community, we’ll be offering ‘A Twisted Ride’ free of charge to
any interested school.”
For more information about the
Take It To The Box program, the Scott
County Meth Task Force, or other drug
abuse prevention programs, visit www.
FRVFRWWPQXVRUFDOO  

WRSHUDFUHSHU\HDU
'R\RXDOUHDG\KDYH¿OWHUVWULSVEXW
your existing contract is scheduled to
end in 2012? If so, please note 2012
is also the last year SWMO incentive
IXQGVZLOOEHXVHGIRUUHHQUROOLQJ¿OWHU
strip contracts.
,QFHQWLYHVIRUHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI¿OWHU
strips have been in place for 17 years
in Scott County. Close to 300 contracts
covering 1,500 acres of land have been
signed, making a huge positive impact
on water quality.
In 2011, landowners who may have
been in violation of the ordinance were
QRWL¿HG RI WKLV ZLQGRZ RI RSSRUWXQLW\
WR UHFHLYH :02 ¿QDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH
Landowners who are still on the fence
or unsure if their land is compliant are
encouraged to contact the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQ)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
FRQWDFW5\DQ+RO]HUDW  

Want tree
seedlings?
Send your email address to
GKUDEH#FRVFRWWPQXVWREH
added to the Scott SWCD Tree
Program mailing list.
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Upcoming SCHS Events

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

Health care reform won’t impact VA, TRICARE
In ongoing discussions about health care reform, President Barack Obama offered assurance to those receiving medical care through TRICARE or the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA): <RXUEHQH¿WVDUHVDIH
Eligibility for health care under VA or TRICARE “… will not be affected by
our efforts at broader health care reform,” President Obama told military reporters
at the White House on 4 August. The President said he also made that point clear
after meeting with the American Legion’s National Commander, Dave Rehbein,
and Executive Director, Peter Gaytan.“I want to make sure that message gets out
to our veterans,” he said. “I think it’s very important to get the message out: If you
are in the VA system and are happy with your care, great. We have no intention of
changing your eligibility.”
While a new national program won’t force anyone to change health care sysWHPV WKH 3UHVLGHQW VDLG LW FRXOG RIIHU EHQH¿WV RU JHRJUDSKLF FRQYHQLHQFH WKDW
might make some veterans elect to join it. A national program “… will actually
JLYHWKHPPRUHFKRLFHVPRUHÀH[LELOLW\´KHVDLG
President Obama cited problems in U.S. health care delivery systems, which he
said cost more than other countries’ programs and too often deliver less.
The VA “…has probably made more progress than most systems out there in increasing quality” during the past 25 years, and could help shed light on better ways
of delivering healthcare, he said. But the cost of delivering that care is high, even
at VA, and TRICARE consumes a big piece of the Defense Department’s budget,
he said.
:LWK WKH ¿VFDO  EXGJHW UHÀHFWLQJ WKH ODUJHVW 9$ IXQGLQJ LQFUHDVH LQ 
years, the President told American Legion leaders he is committed to ensuring that
VA provides America’s veterans the highest-quality health care possible. Meanwhile, he told reporters VA will increase its outreach to more veterans to make sure
WKH\¶UHDZDUHRIWKHLUPHGLFDOEHQH¿WVDQGRWKHUHQWLWOHPHQWV³$OWKRXJKWKHUHDUH
hundreds of thousands of veterans who are using our services, we know there are
KXQGUHGV RI WKRXVDQGV PRUH ZKR PD\ QRW NQRZ WKDW EHQH¿WV DUH DYDLODEOH´ KH
said.
“And we are working really hard to make sure that every single veteran, not just
RXUDFWLYHIRUFHEXWDOVR1DWLRQDO*XDUGDQGUHVHUYLVWVDUHDZDUHRIWKHEHQH¿WV
that are available to them. Guiding them through that process, we think, is extraordinarily important.”

Historical Society to offer
Brewery crawl, hog roast
Exhibits:
“Marking Time: The Rituals of Life
& Death” exhibit walks you through
milestones in life from birth to death,
exploring the cultural aspects of the
rituals we assign to life’s benchmarks.
The exhibit runs through August
2013. Exhibit sponsored in part by a
Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage
Legacy Grant and the Shakopee Rotary
Club.

“Scott County in the Civil War”
exhibit, highlighting soldiers from
the County who served in the war,
runs through October 2012. One
KXQGUHGDQG¿IW\\HDUVDJRWKHPRVW
divisive war in U. S. history was
fought on American soil between
Heroes on horseback: Majestic Hills Ranch
the United States of America and the
Majestic Hills Ranch is proud to announce the program Heroes on Horseback. Confederate States of America. As
Our mission is to enrich and enhance the lives of Armed Forces veterans. Our ¿JKWLQJHVFDODWHG0LQQHVRWDIUHVK
philosophy: It is our sincere belief that equine assisted therapy, as described by from its admittance into the Union -PATH, Int. (Professional Associ- EHFDPHWKH¿UVWVWDWHWRRIIHUWURRSVWR
ation of Therapeutic Horseman- President Lincoln, and boys and men
ship, Intl.) can and does contrib- from Scott County were soon on the
XWH VLJQL¿FDQWO\ WR WKH OLYHV RI PRYHWR¿JKWLQWKHZDU
people with physical, emotional,
DQGRUPHQWDOLPSDLUPHQWOur Events and Programs:
goal is to engage Armed Forces Civil War Cemetery Tour -veterans and active military per- Presented by a costumed Civil War
sonnel with a disability or in re- guide, hear stories of our Civil
habilitation in a variety of equine :DUYHWHUDQV)HH 6&+6
assisted activities and therapies members).
designed to achieve measurable
x 6HSWHPEHUWRSP
behavioral, cognitive, physical, psychological, and communication goals.
Tour Jordan’s Spirit Hill
We know that horses heal. Equine therapy is fundamentally different from other
Cemetery with an SCHS
IRUPVRIWKHUDS\EHFDXVHLWXWLOL]HVWKHWKUHHGLPHQVLRQDOPRYHPHQWRIWKHKRUVHWR
guide. Register with the SCHS
mirror movement in the human body. It is effective because it connects the physi RUDGUWLQD#
cal, mental, psychological, and spiritual elements of healing. The rhythmic and
scottcountyhistory.org
rocking gait of the horse transfers a gentle three-dimensional movement to the rider
WKDWUHOD[HVPXVFOHVLPSURYHVPXVFOHWRQHÀH[LELOLW\DQGEDODQFHDQGHQKDQFHV
spatial awareness.
With the horse, rehabilitation becomes a joy rather than a chore. The horse provides riders, who face challenges such as neuromuscular disorders, brain injuries,
SRVWWUDXPDWLFVWUHVVGLVRUGHUFRJQLWLYHOLPLWDWLRQVDQGHPRWLRQDOGLI¿FXOWLHVDQ
overall improvement in their quality of life.
,I\RXNQRZRIDQ$UPHG)RUFHVYHWHUDQWKDWFRXOGEHQH¿WIURPWKHVHUYLFHV
Majestic Hills Ranch provides, or if you know of someone who is interested in volunteering and assisting the veterans through their therapy sessions, please contact
&UDLJ6ZDQVRQDW  
Scott County Brewery Crawl -- August
IURPSP%DFNE\SRSXODU
demand! Hop on the bus and visit
the places Scott County breweries
once called home. Crawl includes
stops at old brewery sites and pubs
along the way for some beer samples.
The bus leaves from the SCHS
Museum at 2 p.m. To register, contact
6&+6DW  RULQIR#
scottcountyhistory.org)HH 
for SCHS members).
Historic Photo Booth -- September 15
during New Prague’s Dozinky Festival.
Have your picture taken in historical

clothing! Present yourself as a Civil
War soldier, a Minnesota pioneer, and
PRUH7DNHDSKRWRZLWK\RXUFDPHUD
cell phone or allow us to post a sepia
tone photo on the SCHS Flickr page.

HOG ROAST Friend-Fundraiser
-- September 22, 3 – 7 p.m. Gather
up the family and head to Cedar
Lake Farm Regional Park for a fun,
relaxing, interesting, and tasty family
event! Take part in “old fashioned”
lawn games, listen to some toe-tapping
live music, have a chat with a history
character, take a leisurely stroll along
the lake shore, enjoy a fantastic hog
roast meal, get to know your local
county historical society, and bid on
VRPHWHUUL¿FDXFWLRQLWHPV
The SCHS works for you to search
save and share the history and cultural
heritage of Scott County, and we invite
you to be a part of the celebration!
7LFNHWVDGXOWVVHQLRUV
FKLOGUHQXQGHU $WWKHGRRU
DGXOWVVHQLRUVFKLOGUHQXQGHU 
3OHDVHFDOO  IRUGHWDLOV

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
September: Football Wife by Jan
Thatcher Adams
October: Honor the Grandmothers:
Dakota and Lakota Women Tell Their
Stories, edited by Sarah Penman
November: Room, by Emma Donoghue
Scott County Crazy Quilters will
return on September 27 after taking
the summer off. Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome!
Check us out on Facebook at
KWWSZZZIDFHERRNFRP
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
DQGIROORZXVRQ7ZLWWHU#
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS,
235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee. Fees
may be charged for some events. Call
 RUHPDLODGUWLQD#
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
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Scott County cities host summer festivals
horse once owned by Marion Savage,
continues to be celebrated in Savage today. The city celebration began in 1953
ZKHQWKH6DYDJH/LRQV&OXERUJDQL]HG
a festival in the horse’s honor. However, the festival has not always been
in existence. After 1976, Dan Patch
Days were discontinued for roughly 20
years and replaced with Heritage Days
(due to the tragic death of a man who
was shot during the celebration). But in
1996, the 100 year anniversary of Dan
Patch’s birth, the festival committee
agreed to call the event Dan Patch Days
once again. The celebration features
a memorabilia button and, of course,
horses are a central component. In the
early years, there were horse races for
boys and girls, and today horses parade
through the streets. This event is one
of the largest in Scott County, with an
estimated attendance of over 10,000 in
2011.

By Theresa Norman
SCHS Curator of Collections and
Exhibits
Summer is upon us once again, reminding me of the many city festivals
held throughout the County between
June and September. Festivals are special occasions for communities to get
together. Some events have come and
gone, while others have been part of
their communities for decades. There
are commonalities between them all, but
what makes each unique is what makes
each special – some honor their heriWDJH RWKHUV PHPRULDOL]H WKHLU FODLPV
to fame, and some are just looking for
juicy Bar-B-Q! All have a great history
and are an integral part of living in Scott
County.

Beginning in 1897, Shakopee held an annual Street Fair which attracted
hundreds of people.

Parade of Farm Pride, and the Friday
“Cruise Night” event.

Belle Plaine’s Bar-B-Q Days began
in 1959, when the Belle Plaine Chamber of Commerce decided that a huge
barbeque pit should serve as the center
of a city celebration. The event begins
with a poolside show and ends with a
¿UHZRUNV VSHFWDFXODU  $FWLYLWLHV DW
the poolside show have included boat
¿JKWVPLONFDUWRQUDFHVDQGKLJKPDneuver stunts off the diving board. In
between events, festival-goers can enjoy the carnival, horse show, 5K race,
SDUDGH TXHHQ FRURQDWLRQ DQG ¿UH GHSDUWPHQWZDWHU¿JKWV7RGD\LWLVHVWLmated that over 275,000 pounds of roast
beef has been prepared on behalf of the
three-day celebration.

Prior Lake’s summer community
celebration dates back past the 1960s.
Over the years, it has consistently been
centered around Lakefront Park, with a
number of other variables changing periodically. For instance, the event has
taken place in each of the three summer
months (June, July, and August), has
ranged from two to six days in length,
and was once called Dairy Lake Days,
then later Prior Lake Days, and is now

celebrated as Lakefront Days. Today,
the event runs for four days in early August and has a few unique features to it:
for example, the city holds a Teddy Bear
Picnic for children and their families,
with music performed by none other
than the Teddy Bear Band! Instead of
crowning a Miss Prior Lake, there is a
Skipper and Sailorette crowning. Finally, festival-goers can watch along as
friends and neighbors sing their best at
Laker Idol.
Dan Patch, the world-famous pacer

Heimatfest premiered in Jordan in
³+HLPDWIHVW´LVD*HUPDQZRUG
meaning “homeland (or hometown)
festival, a family get-together.” Coronations, cars, and competitions are the
event’s central themes. Miss Jordan has Horse races used to be a part of Dan Patch Days. (Image courtesy of the Dan
either been crowned or introduced at Patch Historical Society.)
each annual Heimatfest, the Car Cruise
began in 2001, and competitions include
DFLW\ZLGHPHGDOOLRQKXQWDNLGV¶¿VKing competition, a keg toss competition,
a Texas Hold ‘Em competition, and a
SDUDGHÀRDWFRPSHWLWLRQ

7KH 'RåtQN\ )HVWLYDO in New
3UDJXHLVSDWWHUQHGDIWHUWKH&]HFKRVORvakian Harvest Festival, and takes place
every year on the third Saturday in September. But this annual event has not
DOZD\V EHHQ VR &]HFK  7KH IHVWLYDO¶V
¿UVW\HDUZDVRUJDQL]HGDVD*HUman Oktoberfest. However, the following year the city focused the celebration
RQ LWV &]HFK KHULWDJH 7KURXJKRXW WKH
\HDUV 'RåtQN\ IHVWLYLWLHV UDQJHG IURP
dog shows and puppet theater performances to sports tournaments with the
prominent features of this celebration
being the Bavarian Beer Garden, the

Derby DaysEHJDQLQDVDVLGHwalk sale to coincide with the running of
the St. Paul Derby at Canterbury Downs.
+RZHYHU WKH ¿UVW 6KDNRSHH FLYLF FHOebrations date back much further. StartLQJ LQ  WKH FLW\ KHOG DQ DQQXDO
Street Fair. Since then, the Shakopee
&KDPEHU RI &RPPHUFH KDV RUJDQL]HG
the event under different names such as:
6KDNRSHH)XQ)HVW5RGHR'D\V.UD]\
'D]H 3RZ :RZ 'D\V 6KDN29DOOH\
Days, and, today, Shakopee Derby Days.
While the festival includes a slew of activities, some features have become lost
over the years (world championship rodeo performances are a prime example).
Today, the festival is a packed event that
includes a Senior Olympics, Business
Expo, Taste of Shakopee, Fire Fighter
Water Fights, Soapbox derby, and 5K
Turf Run starting behind the horse gates
at Canterbury Park.
To commemorate the cities’ festivals
as well as the 150th anniversary of the
Civil War, the Scott County Historical
Society is leading Civil War Cemetery
Tours during these events. Join us as a
costumed interpreter guides you through
the cemeteries of Scott County’s Civil
War veterans in Jordan on September 6,
WRSP0RUHWRXUVDUHVFKHGXOHG
for next year. For more information,
FRQWDFWWKH6&+6DW  RU
LQIR#VFRWWFRXQW\KLVWRU\RUJ
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14th Annual City to Country Tour set for Sept. 29
The 14th Annual Scott County City to Country
Tour will be on Saturday, September 29! This is a
drive-it-yourself tour – running from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
– is hosted by University of Minnesota Extension,
Scott County. The purpose of the event is to demonstrate the importance of agriculture and the rural
character of our community, leaving a positive, lasting impression on visitors about agriculture and horticulture through demonstrations, hands-on activities,
and educational displays. The 2012 tour will focus on
sites in the Prior Lake area.

Green Acres
(www.lovegreenacres.com)
Green Acres is a horse breeding and halter training
facility owned by Bob Kletschka and Laura Lovegreen. The farm has been at its current site near Prior
Lake since 1991. Bob and Laura are proud to produce
National and World Champion Appaloosas and Quarter Horses. At Green Acres, each horse receives the
best nutrition, care, and training. The horses are bred
and trained to be shown as halter horses — they are
led around and judged for their body conformation,
versus being ridden.
Come learn what it takes to make a winning halWHU KRUVH  *UHHQ$FUHV VSHFLDOL]HV LQ ZRUNLQJ ZLWK
weanling halter horses (horses under one year of age).
Because these horses are judged for conformation —
muscle structure and appearance — it is crucial that
WKH KRUVHV DUH DW SHDN ¿WQHVV GXULQJ VKRZ VHDVRQ
Horses at Green Acres are like athletes, each receiving
DVSHFL¿FDOO\IRUPXODWHGGLHWGDLO\FRQGLWLRQLQJDQG
a large, clean stall in a barn with heating and cooling.
Stop by Green Acres during the tour and see several
demonstrations including horse washing and using a
horse walker.

Learn about horses at Green Acres farm during
the City to Country Tour Sept. 29.

Casey Acres
Casey Acres is owned and operated by the Casey
brothers—Rob and Pat—and their families, and has
EHHQLQWKH&DVH\IDPLO\VLQFH5REDQG3DWDUH
WKH ¿IWK JHQHUDWLRQ DQG 3DW¶V VRQ &DOYLQ UHSUHVHQWV
the sixth. In addition, the Casey family was named the
2012 Scott County Farm Family of the Year by University of Minnesota Extension. The family milks
100 Holsteins and farms approximately 1,600 acres of
corn, soybeans, and alfalfa. Calvin also operates a 40head cow and calf beef herd. Holsteins are the most
popular breed of dairy cattle in the entire world; of
all the dairy breeds, they produce the most milk. The
average Minnesota dairy cow produces seven to nine
gallons of milk each day.
How does a cow make all that milk? An important

The Caseys milk 100 Holstein cows and operate
1,600 acres of land.

factor is her nutrition. The amount of water a cow
GULQNVLQRQHGD\LVHQRXJKWR¿OODQHQWLUHEDWKWXE
In addition, a cow can eat as much as 100 pounds of
food every day! What is in the food that helps cows
PDNHWKHPLON\RX¿QGLQWKHJURFHU\VWRUH"$W&DVH\
Acres, visitors will have the opportunity to view feed
samples and also watch a milking demonstration —
what better way to see where milk comes from, start
WR ¿QLVK  ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR QXWULWLRQ LW¶V LPSRUWDQW IRU
cows to be housed somewhere safe and comfortable.
The Casey family wants to ensure that their cow receive the best care and are given the royal treatment.
In their barn, the cows get to lie down on water beds!
That’s right — they make water beds for cows. To
make sure the cows stay extra comfortable, there are
also sprinklers in the barn to help keep the cows cool
when the weather gets hot. A visit to Casey Acres Inc.
will teach you how today’s dairy farmers use modern
tools and methods to keep their cows safe, healthy, and
comfortable in order to produce a wholesome, nutritious product for everyone.

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Wozupi CSA
Garden
(www.smscwozupi.org)

vesting, and storage), seed saving, season extension
(the hoop house), beekeeping, and more! University
of Minnesota Master Gardeners will be available to offer tips and insight about growing a vegetable garden.

Thank you!
Many thanks to the community businesses and orJDQL]DWLRQV WKDW KDYH GRQDWHG LQ VXSSRUW RI WKH City
to Country Tour! Because of their assistance, we can
continue to offer this program at a low cost for participants. As of July 5, our sponsors included AgStar Financial Services, Allegra Printing Edina, Cindy Sanders – Miles Realty, Elanco Animal Health, Hastings
Coop Creamery, Hydro Engineering, Lano Equipment
Inc, Lions Tap, Local Harvest Alliance, New Market
Bank, Pheasants Forever #125, Pioneer Hi-Bred, Prairie Farm Supply, Ruehling Milk Transfer, Scott County Farm Bureau, Scott County Pork Producers, ScottLeSueur American Dairy Association, Scott-LeSueur
&RXQW\&RUQ6R\EHDQ*URZHUV$VVRFLDWLRQ9LWD3OXV
and Wade Scott – Farm Bureau Financial Services.
7KHFRVWRIWKHWRXUZLOOEHSHUFDUIRUWKHHQtire day. Car passes will be available at the tour sites.
3LFNXS\RXUSDVVDW\RXU¿UVWVWRSDQGWKHQXVHLWDV
your passport for the remaining sites. For more inIRUPDWLRQ FDOO WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQ RI¿FH DW
   HPDLO /DXUD .LHVHU DW WRUE#
XPQHGXRUIROORZXVRQ)DFHERRNDWIDFHERRNFRP
citytocountrytour.

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
LVH[FLWHGWRKDYHWKHLU:R]XSLDVSDUWRIWKLV\HDU¶V
City to Country Tour! Wozupi is the Dakota word for
³JDUGHQ´7KH:R]XSLZDV¿UVWSODQWHGDQGJURZQRUganically in the spring of 2010. It is one of the many
ways the SMSC cares for the environment, the earth,
its people, and future generations. In three growing
VHDVRQVWKH:R]XSLKDVJURZQIURPDFUHVWR¿YH
DFUHV 7KH :R]XSL QRZ KDUYHVWV IRRGV IRU LWV 76$
(Tribally Supported Agriculture) shares, farmer’s marNHWQDWXUDOIRRGVWRUH 0D]RSL\D GD\FDUHFHQWHUDQG
JDPLQJHQWHUSULVHUHVWDXUDQWV7KH:R]XSLIHDWXUHVD
vegetable garden, orchard, maple syrup, beekeeping,
and free range eggs.
7KH:R]XSLLVGHGLFDWHGWRSURGXFLQJZKROHVRPH
foods for the local community. They grow a wide variety of crops including heirloom and native fruits and
YHJHWDEOHV 'XULQJ WKH JURZLQJ VHDVRQ:R]XSL SURduces many greens (lettuce, spinach, kale), root vegetables (beets, carrots, radishes, turnips), squash (summer, winter, pumpkins), corn (sweet corn, popcorn),
legumes (peas, green beans, dry beans, edamame),
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, onions, and garlic. The
orchard produces apples, elderberries, juneberries, and
plums. They also host classes open to the public on
growing and raising healthy food on your own, bee- Visit the greenhouse, bee hives, and garden
keeping, food preservation, and more. Learn about during the City to Country Tour of the Shakopee
vegetable farming (the equipment, hand tools, har- Mdewakanton Sioux Community CSA Garden.

