The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was recently awarded a five-year, $2.5
million grant to restore wetlands in
portions of Scott, Rice, and Le Sueur
Counties.
Wetlands are some of our most
precious natural resources. They
capture runoff which helps reduce
downstream flooding, and they provide critical habitat for ducks, songbirds, and numerous other wildlife.
One of their more important functions is helping to keep sediment,
nutrients, and other pollutants out of
our lakes, rivers, and streams. This
ability to filter runoff is why wetlands are referred to as “nature’s kidneys.”
The grant funds will be passed
along to landowners willing to restore and permanently protect wetlands that have been drained, filled,
or otherwise compromised. Typical
payments will range from $5,000 to
$7,000 per acre, plus the majority

The photo shows an example of a local wetlands restoration project.

of construction costs. Construction
typically consists of building berms,
plugging ditches, blocking drain tile
lines, and/or planting suitable vegetation.

It is estimated that Scott County
has lost almost 70 percent of its wetlands since its early settlement, giving way to cropland and urban deWETLANDS to Page 13

Reorganization makes business
easier for County residents
In 1995, Scott County embarked on a reorganization initiative that was developed to combine the licensing, recording, vital statistics, and other county-based
services into a “one-stop shop” area to better reflect the
needs of a growing, changing customer base. Now, what
was started 15 years ago is truly coming to fruition with
the newly designed “Community Services” division,
fully integrating all of the land management and infrastructure functions into one easily accessible area.
“The time was right for this reorganization,” said
Deputy County Administrator Lezlie Vermillion. “First,
we identified the need to make changes based on several factors: declining revenue sources, significant questions about ongoing state funding, and changes in the
way we do business. Second,” she added, “Under Gary
Shelton’s leadership, we undertook a lengthy process
of analyzing and evaluating how to make things easier
for our citizens, while streamlining our processes for

both time and financial efficiency. Finally, we were able
to cross-train our staff and eliminate the need for several
management positions.”
Simultaneously, the division once known as “Community Services” (e.g., public health, economic assistance, employment and training, income assistance, et
cetera) is now formally known as “Health and Human
Services.”
“Obviously, this name change makes sense – most
people identify these services more closely with the name
‘health and human services,’” Vermillion noted.
What does this all mean for Scott County residents?
The newly formed Community Services Division
provides…
• All land use and property-related services
(planning, zoning, permitting, et cetera)
• All highway and public works-based services
REORGANIZATION to Page 2

Remembering Deputy Mary Hensel
This issue of the Scott County
SCENE is dedicated to Deputy
Mary Hensel, who passed away on
Nov. 11, 2010, at the far too young
age of 49. Deputy Hensel had been
employed with the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office since 1987, and
was a vital part of the SCENE editorial staff for over a decade.
In addition to her work with the
SCENE, Mary was involved with a
number of other community outreach programs, from the Scott
County Fair to the Citizens’ Academy, from Project Lifesaver to the
DARE program. Many Scott
County residents will also readily
remember her work with National
Night Out and helping develop the
County’s mounted reserves pro-

gram. Mary’s last contribution to
the Scott County SCENE can be
found on page 10 of this issue.
Scott County Sheriff Kevin
Studnicka said, “Deputy Hensel
was an outstanding law enforcement officer, but even more important, she truly cared about this
community and its safety. She
was the perfect person to represent this office in all of her outreach and education efforts, and
her presence is keenly missed. We
may hire someone to fill her vacant position, but we will never
truly replace her.”
Mary is survived by her two
children, Emily and Patrick; her
partner, Scott; and hundreds of
family and other loved ones.

Deputy Mary Hensel helped
develop the County’s mounted
reserves program.
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Commissioners’ Corner

By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

County Board meetings through February 2011

Changing times require calmness,
recommitment to family and community

December 14
December 21
December 28

—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

There is just one moon and one golden sun, and a smile means friendship to
everyone. Though mountains divide and the oceans are wide, it’s a small world
after all... Seem familiar? Most, if not all, of us are familiar with that song written
by Richard M. and Robert B. Sherman and made famous by Disney. But how
often do we really take stock of just how small our world is? It seems as if in
modern times, it is shrinking at an ever increasing pace.
The most notable advance in “world shrinking” of the last few decades is clearly
due to the internet. In a recent experiment, internet users were asked to find any
one of 18 strangers by using their online connections. They proved just how small
the world has become — and how few people are between us and anyone else in
the world — when it took, on average, only five to seven steps by using friends and
acquaintances for them to locate each of the 18 strangers.
But of more importance is the fact that in terms of safety and economics, the
world is quickly becoming one small — and somewhat fragile — entity. Weakening in the world economy was apparent early in 2001, was exacerbated by the
horrific events of September 11, and was pushed over the edge by a series of
corporate and financial scandals in 2008. Today, almost two years after the most
recent of these events, the state of the world economy remains highly uncertain.
Any real optimism about rapid recoveries has faded, and while forecasts are beginning to look better, any meaningful or significant improvement in the immediate
future remains in doubt.
The continued unrest in the world (both economic and political), an ongoing
war in Afghanistan, and existing and emerging threats in other areas (most recently
North Korea) will continue to have some impact on many industries within Minnesota. Political and economic instability generally translates into businesses curtailing their spending; a lack of consumer confidence and the domino effect can
exacerbate the unemployment problem, as well as the fiscal condition of the State,
cities and County. These tough times bring added stresses to every community
and added pressure on governmental agencies, but given limited resources and a
burgeoning federal deficit, governments may not be able to provide the level or
timeliness of assistance that many people might want, expect, or even need. So
what can be done?
First, I believe that we should remain objective and not overreact to the issues
we’re facing. I believe that, to some extent, we should heed the tenets of the prayer
of serenity and accept the things we can not change, change the things we can, and
strive to recognize the difference.
Second, I hope that we will all recommit ourselves to the service of others, be
it through volunteering, service organizations, our faith community, or other forms
of activism; we should individually strive to be a part of the greater community.
Third, regardless of the depth or scope of our challenges, we should understand that our family, our friends, and our community can provide us the strength
to recover. I hope that – especially during this holiday season — we all can take
the time to reflect and give our friends, faith, family, and communities the energy,
concern, and attention they deserve.
Finally, we should remember that it truly is a small, small world… and that
there is just one earth, just one moon, just one golden sun, and a genuine smile
really does mean friendship to everyone.

January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

Reorganization
(including highway permits, transit, facilities maintenance and surveying)
• All vital statistics, recording,
licensing, elections, and tax-related
services (including the auditor and assessment functions)
• All park and trail-related services
• All building and environmental health services (including radon test
kits, code compliance, et cetera)
• Library services
Nothing physical or structural will
change, Vermillion noted, except for the
fact that people will now apply for building-related permits and purchase water

From Page 1

and radon test kits at the general Customer Service area on the first floor of
the Government Center. “In fact, most
people won’t really notice any difference
in the way Scott County government
looks… they’ll just notice that they can
do a lot more of their business with us
in one place instead of several,” Vermillion added. “In fact, with two additional
people cross-trained at the service desk,
it is our hope that customers will see reduced wait times moving forward.”
Of course, any kind of change can
be a little confusing at first, so Vermillion recommends that anyone with questions should contact Pam Busse at (952)
496-8468.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs
Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us
if you have questions or a suggestion for a future topic.

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board Agendas,
Minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952)-496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy
on this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of
September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or
disaster incidents and events. The identified goals of the committee are that all
stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies; to reduce unnecessary duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee meets on the third Thursday of every other month from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are seven vacancies on the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1, 3,
and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers
and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (1 vacancy). There is currently one opening on
this board in Commissioner District 5. The Library Board of Advisors consists of
one representative from each Commissioner District. Members serve three-year
terms, and are eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in
the formation of the Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources
on library services that meet the needs of our customers; evaluates current and
future services; and guides the creation of a budget that reflects identified customer needs. The board recommends operating policies for the public library system and, by statute, is responsible for the content of the library collection. The
board currently meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Each
year, one meeting is held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott County
Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one
at-large vacancy on this council. The Mental Health Local Advisory Council is a
subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Anyone with an interest
in mental health services may apply. Consumers or family members of consumers
of mental health services, adults who received mental health services as children or
adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s minority population are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 4 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (1 vacancy). The New Options Advisory
Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently,
there is one at-large vacancy on this Committee. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served by the program,
the employers, applicable professions and the community at large. The Committee
meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
COMMITTEE VACANCIES continued on next page
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Residents discuss future County parks and trails
In 2008, state voters chose to dedicate additional
funding to support the environment, parks, trails, and
the arts through the Minnesota Clean Water, Land, and
Legacy Act. Due to this Act, Scott County is in line to
receive funding to go towards the development of its
regional park and trail system.
In order to invest this funding wisely (and be eligible for additional outside funding sources), a major
effort is underway to prepare individual master plans
for three regional parks and two regional trails. As
part of the master planning effort, Scott County hosted
four public discussions to collect thoughts and ideas
from residents on how to begin developing this planned
regional park and trail system. The results from the
discussions have been finalized and are summarized
below.
Public Policy Discussion
Last August, Scott County held four workshops to
listen to residents’ opinions on how our future County
park and trail system should be developed. In total,
roughly 150 people participated in the four workshops.
The Citizens League, an independent public policy
consulting firm, facilitated the workshops through
group discussions and the use of interactive response
devices that provided instant results to questions being asked. The questions and corresponding answers
were used to stimulate more robust conversations between participants about their values and priorities for
parks and trails.
Questions and conversation sought to engage participants at a high level about their parks and trails
system as a whole. What level of quality did they want?
How quickly should work be completed? What should
the priorities be? How should funding gaps be addressed? These and other issues were covered, and
information was gleaned from data from the interactive response devices, observations from the facilitator, notes from staff, and written comments from participants themselves.
Several major themes emerged throughout conversations with the participants. Most of these themes fit
within the issue areas that questions were posed: quality, funding, priorities, and timeline. For example, the
first question participants were asked was, “Which best
describes the standard of quality that you’d like to see

County residents attended four workshops to talk
about future County parks and trails.

at each park site?” Participants overwhelmingly recommended a “varied by site” approach, with comments
suggesting investments in park facilities should be
made where there is a demand and where it can be
supported (both naturally and financially). Participants
noted not all parks are the same, and each park should
be developed in a manner that retains its unique natural resources and meets the recreational needs of its
supporting population base.
In a related question, participants were asked how
to prioritize future development projects. The majority of respondents preferred an initial phase of development be completed at each park site instead of full
development at only one park. Participants noted
making basic improvements at each site will open up
parkland currently not accessible to the public. It also
opens up recreational opportunities for a more geographically dispersed population base. However, participants also noted that fewer (but more spread out)
facilities may be more costly to maintain.
A question was asked about where to focus funding (i.e., on park development, parkland acquisition,
or trail development outside of parks). The funding
focus varied by workshop location, with the response
consistent to the local need. For example, participants
near the future Blakeley Bluffs park search area identified park acquisition as the primary focus. However, participants near Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
— which is open to the public at a limited capacity —
noted development of parkland should be the focus.
Likewise, participants in the northern part of the County
emphasized a focus on trail development where there

is a larger population to support the use of trails.
Finally, workshop participants were asked how
they preferred to address a gap in funding for park and
trail development. The majority of participants suggested user fees and entrance fees should be the primary funding source for park development and operations. However, it was also noted that affordability
needs to be considered in order to accommodate all
residents.
Overall, the responses to these questions do not
provide a statistical representation of the Scott County
population. Rather, these comments can be treated
more like a focus group, where residents helped provide feedback on how they envision the future Scott
County Parks and Trails System. These general themes
and conversations are being considered in the design
of park and trail concepts currently being prepared for
the Blakeley Bluffs, Cedar Lake Farm, DoyleKennefick regional parks and the Scott West and Spring
Lake regional trails.
For More Information
The final report on the parks and trails public policy
discussion is available online by going to the Scott
County website at www.co.scott.mn.us/ParksTrails,
then clicking on the “Master Planning” page. Also
available online are summaries of comments for each
park and trail site being studied, and more information on the master planning process. You can also sign
up for the “Parks and Trails” e-mail subscription service to have updates forwarded directly to you. Select
“Subscribe or Unsubscribe” under E-services. You
may also contact County staff members Patricia Freeman at (952) 496-8752 or at pfreeman@co.scott.
mn.us, or Andy Hingeveld at (952) 496-8839 or at
ahingeveld@co.scott.mn.us.
Scott County is a regional park implementing
agency of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. Funding for Scott County’s regional parks and trails master planning has been provided through a grant received under the Minnesota Clean Water, Land, and
Legacy Act, in which 14.25 percent of the funds generated from the 3/8 percent increase in the state sales
tax will provide funding for regional and state parks
and trails.

Committee vacancies
From Page 2

Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (1 vacancy) The Prior Lake/
Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews of
land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities
with local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The
Board meets the second Tuesday of every month at 2:30 p.m. Members must
reside within the Watershed District.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission (1 vacancy). There is one at-large position vacancy on this commission. All members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of
seven members representing specific watershed areas.
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy). The Board of Managers provides technical reviews on land development
proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities with local units of
government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the public
about protecting the District’s special natural resources. Members must reside
within the Watershed District, which includes portions of Shakopee, Savage, Jackson Township and Louisville Township. Members serve three terms and are not
restricted to term limits.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 – The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9,
11, and 12.
• District 5 – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.

Mrs. Scott County named
Mrs. Minnesota Susie Overvold and New Prague Mayor Bink Bender presented
Mindy Urzua with the Mrs. Scott County banner on Friday, Nov. 19. Also on
hand was (at right) Rafael Urzua, Mindy’s husband. Mindy was chosen from
an application process to represent Scott County in the upcoming Mrs.
Minnesota Competition in March at the Rich Auditorium in St. Cloud. Mindy’s
platform, “Life is for Living the National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization,” focuses on the importance of hospice care and its role in the
transition from life to death. Mindy is available for speaking engagements
during 2011 to promote and educate others on hospice; she can be reached
at (952) 457-1892 or via e-mail at Melinda_mae@msn.com.

Give a little
“nature”
this holiday
season
Looking for a conservation-focused gift for friends and family
this season? Consider purchasing a gift certificate for trees,
seed mixes, and rain barrels from the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan.
Call Diane for more information on environment-friendly
Christmas giving (952) 492-5425 or visit www.scottswcd.org.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Program addresses obesity, tobacco
The United States is in a full-blown obesity epidemic. Unfortunately, this
public health crisis includes children. An overweight adolescent has an overwhelming chance of becoming an obese adult. According to the Minnesota for Healthy
Kids Coalition:
• One out of three children is either overweight or obese.
• Hypertension (high blood pressure) in kids is at unprecedented levels:
3.6 percent of children aged 3 to 18 years in a recent study.
• One in ten adolescents has high cholesterol (above 200mg/dl).
The two primary reasons for these alarming statistics are physical inactivity
and a lack of a healthy diet. Children born after 2001 have a one in three chance of
developing diabetes. Obesity-related diseases now cost an estimated $147 billion
per year, or more than the cost of all cancer.
Even though these data are staggering, the good news is that these are preventable diseases. Through the Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP), public health departments in Scott and Carver Counties received funding to address
obesity and tobacco, the leading preventable causes of illness and death.
Instead of taking a more traditional, individual, programmatic approach to
improving health, SHIP seeks to create sustainable, systemic changes in schools,
worksites, communities, and clinics that make it easier for Minnesotans to incorporate healthy behaviors into their daily lives.
To accomplish this work, Carver-Scott SHIP has:
• Partnered with 18 schools and districts to implement comprehensive nutrition policies and environmental changes, such as establishing farm-to-school
initiatives and enhancing school wellness policies. Participating Scott County
schools and districts include the Belle Plaine School District, Grainwood Elementary School, the Jordan School District, Minnesota River Valley Special Education
Co-op, New Prague Middle School, Shakopee Area Catholic Schools, the Shakopee School District, and St. John the Baptist.
• Partnered with 19 worksites to implement comprehensive employee
wellness initiatives that address nutrition, physical activity, and tobacco cessation.
Participating Scott County worksites include the City of Savage, City of Shakopee, Minnesota Valley Electric Co-op, Scott County, St. Francis Regional Medical
Center, and Southwest Publishing.
• Partnered with 18 cities as well as Scott and Carver Counties to implement
policies and practices that support active living, such as increasing opportunities
for walking and biking. Participating Scott County communities include Belle
Plaine, Elko New Market, Jordan, New Prague, Prior Lake, Savage, Shakopee,
and Scott County.
The reach of SHIP activities in Scott and Carver Counties will be significant.
Carver-Scott SHIP will impact approximately 29,200 students with the school nutrition intervention; reach roughly 6,100 employees through the worksite wellness
intervention; and reach all residents of the two Counties through the work Carver
and Scott are doing on a county level around active living. Additionally, 189,436
residents will be impacted by work to promote walking and biking in their specific
cities.
Additionally, Carver-Scott SHIP is working to create an active health care referral system that connects patients to local resources around healthy eating and
healthy behaviors, and evaluating current efforts to restrict youth access to tobacco
products. For more information about the Carver-Scott SHIP initiative and a list
of participating community partners, visit www.carverscottship.org

SmartLink Transit has busy year
Did this year go fast! 2011 is almost here, and has SmartLink come a
long way in the last 12 months.
Right at the beginning of the year,
SmartLink christened its name. Because of the collaboration between
Carver and Scott Counties, they
needed a name that encompassed both
counties. The challenge? Letting everyone know that it was the same great
service they already knew and nothing had changed (except, of course, the
name). All of the painting and logo
changes have been accomplished, so
all of the buses are recognizable and
uniform now.
Following that, the Metropolitan
Council mandated fare changes, and
transit clients needed to know that even
though they may be taking the same
ride, it may not cost the same. In some
cases, people were now paying less
than they were paying before. To accomplish what needed to be done, the
fare media was also changed: no longer
selling the SmartLink fare cards, we
began selling the Transit Link fare
books. Each book contained ten $2.25

coupons which could be used on
SmartLink or any Transit Link bus.
(Going forward into 2011, SmartLink
can proudly say that it doesn’t anticipate any fare increases.)
In February, we took on the great
opportunity of being the provider for
Medical Assistance transportation.
Then we had the fun — not once, but
twice — of crossing the river when the
floods came. The good news?
SmartLink was able to maintain service and ridership during those trying
times.
It’s been an honor to be your public transportation in 2010 and look forward to serving you in 2011. From
all of us at SmartLink Transit to all of
you, have a happy and safe holiday
and a wonderful new year!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Clinic to
visit local communities
Scott County Public Health identified a need for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved. Through an exciting,
unique partnership with the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott
County Public Health has started to provide adult and child health screening,
preventative health care, health information and assistance with connecting to
ongoing health care and other local resources.
The services are provided with the
use of the Mobile Health Clinic, owned
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. This partnership enables
services to be brought directly to those
in need by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
The December Mobile Health Clinics will be held:
• Thursday, December 16 at the
Russian Evangelical Baptist Church,
1205 10th Ave, Shakopee.
The January Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
• Thursday, January 13 at the
Scott County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension), 7151 190th St W, Suite 100,
Jordan.

• Thursday, January 27 at the
Savage Public Library, 13090 Alabama
Avenue, Savage.
Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott County website.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County.
For more information on mobile
health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

Deeper cuts in family
spending may be necessary
Jobs are still hard to find, and work
hours may be limited. You’ve cut spending back, but it isn’t enough. So where
will you find more money? Usually we
have to look at our current family spending with a new lens to see further possible spending cuts.
When at all possible, avoid paying
late fees, interest, or overdraft fees. If
you have money, pay the bills on time.
Call the companies you owe money to
and try to negotiate lower payments or
interest costs. Often you will need to
ask for a supervisor, or even their supervisor, to find a decision maker.
Look at your food habits. Are you
throwing food away? Are there things
in the cupboard you could eat before
shopping again? Are you eating a lot of
expensive snacks? Do you need to eat
leftovers faster so they don’t go to
waste?
Downgrade your phone and cable
service. Bite the bullet and cut those
costs. Eliminate magazine or book
orders. Throw catalogs away without
looking at them.
Plan your spending. Discuss holiday spending and choose a few favorite
activities or find new inexpensive ways
to enjoy the family. Don’t allow holiday spending to creep up on you, carefully plan how much and where dollars
will be spent. When you’ve spent your
planned amount, be done! Enjoy the
family, or the quiet, around you. If necessary, honestly tell others you are

spending carefully this holiday. Ask
them to plan low-cost gatherings, or respectfully decline and plan your own.
Gas prices are edging up again. Plan
your shopping and grocery trips constructively. Don’t waste gas, plan carefully. Air in tires needs to be kept at the
proper level, so check your vehicle’s
manual for the right amount. This can
save on mileage costs. Don’t drive unless you really have a purpose.
Use free tax software or free tax
preparation sites. Many lower income
families will qualify for free tax preparation or free online access to tax software. Use your money for your own
family. Don’t use a refund anticipation
loan with high fees attached; don’t fall
for promises to have your money immediately. Tax refunds come very
quickly these days; just wait the few days
it takes for them to find your bank account and have all the money for your
own uses. Be sure and explore the tax
credits for which you might qualify: even
if you don’t owe taxes, you may have to
file a tax return to get tax credit money
you could receive.
Write down all your expenses if
you feel the budget creeping up. Just as
in weight loss, tracking your spending
is one of the best ways to find the spending culprits and stop them immediately.
For more information contact Susan
Hooper, University of Minnesota Extension Educator for Scott County, at (952)
492-5410.

Public Works Information
Call 952-496-8346
•
•
•
•

For Construction Updates
To Report Potholes
To Report Signal Issues
To Report Dead Animals

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Conflict between parents
and teens: It’s normal!
It seems conflict is a daily parenting
challenge in teen/parent relationships.
Sometimes it feels as if conflict happens
overnight… one morning, your outgoing, happy 12-year-old wakes up with
an attitude. He may be sullen and withdrawn. She may suddenly argue with
nearly everything you say. He may disappear into his room for days. She may
question all the rules. “What has gone
wrong?” you may ask yourself. The answer is… nothing. Believe it or not, this
is normal teenage behavior.
Why do parents and teens have so
much conflict? It is not possible for anyone at any age to live together without
experiencing some conflict, even in loving families. Conflict occurs when:
♦ One person feels his or her beliefs, values, way of living, or territory
are threatened.
♦ There are disagreements about
how to do something.
♦ There is not enough of something to satisfy everyone.
♦ Communication has broken
down.
Applying these reasons for conflict
to living with teens, parents need to
know:
Teens don’t automatically accept
a parent’s knowledge and ideas without some questions. When your teen
was younger, chances are he thought you
knew the answers to all his questions.
Now, he has the maturity and thinking
skills to come up with some of the answers himself. Remember, it is natural
for a teen to question a parent’s authority. You don’t have to be in agreement
all the time.
Teens have discovered their ability to question and debate. Teens have
the ability to think about issues, rules,
and opinions from many angles and experiences. Your teenage daughter may
argue just for the sake of arguing. Try to
remember that this is a great new skill
she will use throughout her life. From
our children, we learn a lot about creative thinking. We also gain a new un-

By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Keeping food safe during an emergency

Teens often try to distance
themselves from parents to establish
identity and independence.

derstanding of how other people think
because of our debates and their very
interesting questions about “why” things
are done certain ways. Parents and teens
can have lively discussions, understand
each other much better, trust each other
more, and become aware of mutual
problems that need to be resolved together.
Teens are trying to figure out who
they are – they’ve had many experiences throughout their growing up
years which differ from how things
are in their home. Your teen will go to
great lengths to distance him/herself so
as to establish identity and independence
which are two of the tools of healthy
maturity. This means questioning the
rules, beliefs, values, and ways of doing
things you have taught. Remember;
when your teen disagrees with you, it
may really be about having a different
opinion in order to be different from you.
No matter what you disagree about, your
teen needs to know he/she is loved.
For more information, contact Sara
Wagner, University of Minnesota Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth Program Coordinator, at (952) 492-5410.
Source: Marie Lee-Rude, University of Minnesota Regional Extension
Educator.

Risk management education
for farm women offered
Women involved in agriculture in
Carver County, Scott County, and the
surrounding areas have an opportunity
to improve their farm management skills
by participating in Annie’s Project,
scheduled to begin in Cologne at the
Carver County Extension office on January 5. Developed by Ruth Hambleton
(a University of Illinois Extension Farm
Business Management educator),
Annie’s Project curricula is based on the
experiences of her mother, Annie Fleck,
a city girl and schoolteacher who married a dairy farmer and learned to help
manage the farm.
Each session will be taught by educators from the University of Minnesota
Extension and local agri-business professionals. A $100 registration fee includes farm management computer software, class materials, and lunch provided
to participants for the six-session program. Since farm women have busy
schedules, classes are scheduled to accommodate their schedule —Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (in Cologne). All sessions include lunch.
One of the reasons Annie’s Project
has been successful is because it is interactive and deals with realistic prob-
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lems that farms are facing today. Finding answers quickly to farm management problems while trying to balance
family, farm chores, and off-farm work
is a challenge. Participants will learn
where to look for answers and will also
examine some decision making tools
that will help them make good decisions.
“Farming has always been a risky
business,” says Extension Educator
Laura Kieser. “Annie’s Project addresses those farming risks and helps
participants gain the confidence to manage them effectively.” Participants receive information and management
training in financial and production
record keeping, grain and milk marketing, financial risk management, human
resource and time management, retirement, and labor management.
To register for Annie’s Project, contact the Carver County Extension office
at (952) 466-5300. Extension Educator
Laura Kieser can also be contacted via
e-mail at torb0022@umn.edu. Class
size is limited to 20 participants, so call
today to reserve your spot for this great
educational opportunity!

We only have to look around our community to see how disasters affect our
lives first-hand. For example, Wadena showed everyone how damaging a tornado
can be to our everyday lives. Even as recently as this fall, the residents of Scott
County were impacted immensely by the flooding events in the area. The inconvenience of having roads and bridges closed is one type of impact; the expense of
repairing these roads is another. Add damage to crops along with homes and businesses that experienced water in their basements, and you can start to imagine how
you may also be affected at some point.
The type and severity of the disasters we face will determine the overall consequences for our everyday lives. In keeping with the spirit of advocating personal
preparedness, there are some steps we can take to help mitigate these negative
impacts. In the past, I’ve recommended that families develop an emergency “GoKit” to have at hand, should they find themselves in a situation where evacuation is
needed. Most emergency preparedness agencies recommend that families prepare
a kit that can serve for up to 72 hours in the event of a disaster.
These kits are great, but they are only a piece of personal preparedness necessary to keep you and your family safe and healthy. Consider the fact that a flood,
fire, or the loss of power from high winds, snow, or ice could jeopardize the safety
of your food. You should be well-enough informed to determine if your food is
safe during any emergency event. Some pre-planning could help minimize the loss
of food and reduce the risk of foodborne illness. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers the following ABCDs to keep food safe in an emergency.
A: Always keep meat, poultry, fish, and eggs refrigerated at or below 40°Fahrenheit and frozen foods at or below 0°Fahrenheit. However, this may be difficult
when the power is out.
In the event of an emergency, keep the refrigerator and freezer doors closed as
much as possible to maintain the cold temperature. Unopened, a refrigerator will
keep food safely cold for about four hours. A full freezer will hold the temperature
for approximately 48 hours (24 hours if it is half full) if the door remains closed.
Obtain dry or block ice to keep your refrigerator as cold as possible if the power is
going to be out for a prolonged period of time. Fifty pounds of dry ice should hold
an 18-cubic foot full freezer for two days. Plan ahead and know where dry ice and
block ice can be purchased
B: Be prepared for an emergency... by having items on hand that don’t require refrigeration and can be eaten cold or heated on the outdoor grill. Shelfstable food, boxed or canned milk, water, and canned goods should be part of a
planned emergency food supply. Make sure you have ready-to-use baby formula
for infants and pet food. Remember to use these items and replace them from time
to time, and be sure to keep a hand-held can opener for an emergency.
C: Consider what you can do ahead of time to store your food safely in an
emergency. If you live in a location that could be affected by a flood, plan your
food storage on shelves that will be safely out of the way of contaminated water.
Coolers are a great help for keeping food cold if the power will be out for more
than four hours — have a couple on hand, along with frozen gel packs. When your
freezer is not full, keep items close together — this helps the food stay cold longer.
D: Digital, dial, or instant-read food thermometers and appliance thermometers will help you know if the food is at safe temperatures. Keep appliance
thermometers in the refrigerator and freezer at all times. When the power is out, an
appliance thermometer will still indicate the temperature in the refrigerator and
freezer, no matter how long the power has been out. The refrigerator temperature
should be 40° Fahrenheit or below; the freezer, 0° Fahrenheit or lower. If you’re
not sure food is cold enough, take its temperature with a food thermometer.
All right, let’s say a storm knocked out your power and you carefully followed
the ABCDs as outlined above. Now, the power has come back on and you are
wondering what precautions you should take. The Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) lists the following as guidelines:
• If an appliance thermometer was kept in the freezer, check the temperature when the power comes back on. If the freezer thermometer reads 40° Fahrenheit or below, the food is safe and may be refrozen.
• If a thermometer has not been kept in the freezer, check each package of
food to determine its safety. You can’t rely on appearance or odor. If the food still
contains ice crystals — or is 40° F or below — it is safe to refreeze or cook.
• Discard any perishable food (such as meat, poultry, fish, eggs, or leftovers) that has been above 40° Fahrenheit for two hours or more.
If you have infants and young children, the CDC suggests the following:
Breastfed infants should continue breastfeeding. For formula-fed infants, use ready-to-feed formula if possible. If using ready-to-feed formula is not
possible, if your water supply is unavailable (or you’re not sure if it’s safe), use
bottled water to prepare powdered or concentrated formula. If bottled water is not
available, use boiled, cooled water. Use treated water to prepare formula only if
you do not have bottled or boiled water.
• Clean feeding bottles and nipples with bottled, boiled, or treated water
before each use.
• Wash your hands before preparing formula and before feeding an infant.
You can use alcohol-based hand sanitizer for washing your hands if the water
supply is limited.

•

Protecting your own food supply does take some advance planning, but everyone has the tools available — if you know the steps to take.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Environmental regulations
save money, create jobs
When I was in graduate school, I was asked by the head of the University of
Minnesota’s Environmental Health Department, Dr. Conrad Straub, to research
the health impacts from solid waste landfills. This report was to be delivered to the
Minnesota Medical Association (MMA) at their annual meeting. I eagerly accepted the challenge, despite the fact there was neither funding nor credit involved.
The opportunity to work with Dr. Straub — who advised the U.S. Center for Disease Control and World Health Organization — was an honor.
I had only two months to prepare the report before I had to deliver it at the
MMA annual program committee dinner meeting at the Minneapolis Club. A hastily gulped meal was my only payment. My research identified that landfilling
practices around the nation were contaminating aquifers, rivers, and streams from
leachate (water seeping through waste in landfills and dissolving and carrying
away pollution). The report was ultimately delivered by Dr. Straub at the MMA’s
annual meeting as part of a position paper he had prepared to encourage their
support for legislation to address growing public health implications from waste
management. The MMA’s Legislative Committee subsequently urged the Minnesota Legislature to take action to address this growing threat to public health.
The next year, the Minnesota Legislature passed the 1980 Waste Management
Act. I don’t know if my report played a significant role in their decision, but I
always like to think I made a difference. The Waste Management Act directed the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to write rules to regulate waste management
in Minnesota, and required the metropolitan counties to adopt ordinances consistent with the state rules and regulate solid and hazardous waste management.
Dr. Straub helped me secure an internship with the Metropolitan Council, where
I helped with the preparation of their regional policy plan on solid waste. This
plan eventually became the framework for the region’s solid waste management
program. My research quantified the remaining landfill capacity serving the metropolitan area and regional recycling operations, and that information was used to
encourage a legislative directive to search for new landfill capacity and establish
recycling programs.
At that time, there were eight landfills in the seven county area — and a couple
more in neighboring counties that accepted metro waste. Landfills accepted everything except liquid hazardous waste in drums (though what constituted “hazardous waste” was neither well defined nor well regulated). The disposal costs
were a fraction of what they are now, somewhere around $2 per cubic yard, compared to over 10 times that now. All the landfills were leaking toxic leachate, and
some were creating potentially explosive methane gas problems for neighboring
homes. (Obviously, we didn’t know much about the atmospheric greenhouse effects from methane in those days.)
After my internship, I was hired by Scott County and found myself inspecting
the landfill here and shutting down numerous small unregulated open dumps. I
observed all sorts of waste going into the landfill, including medical waste being
picked apart by seagulls. Appliances, tires, yard waste, industrial waste – it was all
being mixed in with garbage. Landfills were required to cover the daily layer of
garbage with soil, but this didn’t do much more than prevent rodent infestation and
blowing litter.
Some landfill owners recognized the waste of disposing of potentially valuable recyclable metal and began to scavenge metal for recycling. Joe Pahl, owner
of the now-closed Louisville Landfill in Scott County, recycled hundreds of tons
of aluminum, copper, brass, iron and steel from the waste before it was buried. He
even constructed a smelter fueled by waste oil to melt the aluminum into 1,000
pound ingots to improve market price.
But landfilling was — and still is — very competitive, and anything that cost
a landfill owner more, such as recycling with uncertain market returns, was problematic. In the early 1980s, there were two major waste hauling companies and a
couple of dozen smaller garbage collecting businesses serving the metro area. Many
people, especially in the more rural areas, either burned their garbage or hauled it
themselves to local landfills. Now, everyone in the seven-county area has access
to waste collection service… and open burning of garbage is banned.
With the Waste Management Act came county programs establishing recycling and regulating solid and hazardous waste disposal. State bans were enacted
prohibiting disposal of yard waste, tires, appliances, and certain electronic wastes
from being landfilled. These regulations created new challenges and opportunities
for businesses. A level playing field established by uniform enforcement through
collaboration among the metro counties enabled fledgling recycling and waste processing and management businesses to grow and prosper.
Over 50 percent of the waste which can still be legally landfilled is now being
recycled, along with all appliances, tires, and most electronic waste. Seasonal yard
waste, which could amount to almost half a landfill’s annual volume, is now being
shredded and composted. Hazardous waste has been removed, and numerous businesses and thousands of new jobs have evolved to manage this waste properly.
The recoverable resources in the waste have been removed and recycled rather
than buried.
Most importantly, the costly long-term threat to our aquifers, rivers, streams,
air, and overall public health has been significantly diminished. We now know
that recycling and reducing landfilling well also reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
which are threatening earth’s future environment. Therefore, the MPCA has developed and will shortly be releasing their updated regional policy plan to increase
recycling, waste processing, and reduce waste generation to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions. For our part, Scott County will be working to improve waste
management during the coming year as we prepare an update to the County’s Solid
Waste Management Master Plan.
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New law brings changes
to home warranties
Minnesota bills HF3386 and
SF2832 were introduced and signed into
law by Governor Tim Pawlenty this year,
and the main element of the legislation
is the creation of an early neutral evaluation (ENE) process for the review of
homeowners’ claims against a builder.
Under this new law, effective Jan. 1,
2011, homeowners must submit their
warranty claim to the ENE process before they can file a lawsuit against the
builder.
A neutral panel reviews all of the
information submitted by the homeowner and builder, and then provides a
report that suggests an appropriate scope
of repair to be performed. The ENE report is not binding for either party, but
is intended to give the parties a relatively
quick and inexpensive review of the
merits of the case from an informed but
unbiased third party. While this ENE
process is underway, the new law also
“stops the clock” on any time limits for
a homeowner to file a lawsuit against
their builder for any type of claim.
Law adds written performance
standards requirements
Another important provision of this
new law is a requirement that builders
include written performance standards

An early neutral evaluation process
for the review of homeowners’ claims
against a builder must be completed
before a lawsuit can be filed.

as a part of their contract with their customers. The law does not specify what
the standards must be, but does require
that they be reduced to writing and be
made a part of the contract.
To help avoid getting into this situation, Scott County recommends always
acquiring the proper building permits
and withholding final payment until the
final inspection is completed. This standard business practice will help to resolve the outstanding issues the homeowner may have during the construction
process by giving them leverage and
using your local building inspector to
help resolve problems.

Small businesses can receive
free environmental assistance
There are a lot of different environmental rules and regulations out there,
and it is often difficult for businesses to
keep up with the changes. Frequently,
businesses realize their current processes
may not be correct but do not want to
notify anyone because of the concern of
a citation and/or fine. The Small Business Assistance Program (which is part
of the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency) provides free, confidential,
multi-media environmental assistance to
small businesses.
The Small Business Environmental
Assistance Program (SBEAP) helps
Minnesota businesses maintain compliance with new and existing environmental requirements, reduce or eliminate the
amounts of emissions and wastes generated, and reduce regulatory obligation.
They provide:
• One-on-one, multi-media compliance assistance on the SBEAP
Hotline at (651) 282-6143 or 1 (800)
657-3938
• On-site visits
• Educational opportunities
such as workshops, trainings, events,
printed materials, and informational
mailings

• Pollution prevention (P2) and
best management practice (BMP) assistance and referrals
• Communication between the
MPCA and businesses
• Advocacy on behalf of businesses
These services are free, non-regulatory, and impose no obligations. Business-specific information is kept confidential from enforcement, except in
cases of imminent danger to human
health and the environment. The Small
Business Assistance program can provide assistance on hazardous waste, solid
waste, storm water, and air quality regulations to name a few. Their main focus
is on compliance; however, they also
provide assistance with pollution prevention, best management practices,
environmental stewardship, and
sustainability. Reduction in generation
of waste often leads to a reduction in
regulations as well.
For more information, call their
Hotline at (651) 282-6143 or toll free at
1 (800) 657-3930. You can also contact
the Scott County Environmental Health
Department at (952) 496-8475.

HHW Facility will be
closed over the holidays
Every year, the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Facility is closed from December 20 through January 5,
in part to allow for a thorough cleaning and restocking in preparation for the coming operational year. That means the last day to
drop off your HHW in 2010 will be Saturday, December 18; the
HHW Facility will reopen for normal operation on Thursday, January 6.
Our operational schedule in 2011 will be the same as 2010,
with the facility open to serve Scott County residents on Wednesdays (12 noon to 6 p.m.), Thursdays (12 noon to 4 p.m.), and Saturdays (8 a.m. through 12 noon). Be sure to visit www.co.scott.mn.us/
HHW for more information on HHW management in Scott County.
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Is a septic compliance inspection
Toilet paper “no
required when selling your house? longer on a roll?”
While Scott County does not require compliance inspections for property transfers, mortgage companies and
potential buyers often do require them. If a Compliance Inspection is done, the licensed compliance
inspector is required to submit the information to the County.
What happens if the septic system fails a compliance inspection for a property transfer?
When Scott County receives a failing compliance inspection report, a letter is sent to the current property
owner informing them of the deadline for the system to be replaced. The property owner is required by
Minnesota Statute 115.55, to disclose this information to the buyer. The County will require the owner of
the property, at the time of the deadline stated in the letter, to replace the septic system; however, Scott
County does not get involved in determining which party, buyer or seller, will pay for the system
replacement.
What is the timeframe or deadline to replace a system that fails a compliance inspection?
Scott County requires that septic systems be replaced according to Table 1 of Scott County Subsurface
Sewage Treatment System Ordinance. However, a mortgage company or buyer may require a shorter
timeframe to replace the system.
Susceptibility of bedrock
aquifer to groundwater
contamination
HIGH SUSCEPTIBILITY
MODERATE SUSCEPTIBILITY
LOW SUSCEPTIBILITY

Table 1 of SSTS Ordinance 7.05
System poses an
System contains
imminent health
cesspool and/or
threat*
leaching pit
10 months
10 months
10 months
3 years
10 months
5 years

System lacking
required vertical
separation**
3 years
5 years
10 years

You can find the susceptibility of groundwater contamination for your property by using the ScottGIS
Interactive Mapping Application at http://gis.co.scott.mn.us/ScottGIS/. In the “Parcel Search” area, enter
your address; in the layer under “Natural Resources,” select “Groundwater Susceptibility.” You can also call
the Environmental Health office at (952) 496-8351 and they can help you.
Will Scott County do the compliance inspection?
The compliance inspection must be done by a private individual or company that is licensed with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). You can find a list of licensed compliance inspectors on the MPCA
website (www.pca.state.mn.us) or a link to that site from the Scott County website (www.co.scott.mn.us). You
can also contact the Environmental Health department for a list of local licensed compliance inspectors.
If you are buying a home with a septic system, you should contact the Environmental Health department to
find out what we have on record for the system. If the septic system was installed after 1980, we should have
detailed information regarding how and where it was constructed, and how well it was maintained (tanks
pumped). If you are thinking of remodeling after you purchase the home, that is another good reason to
contact us. Scott County may require a compliance inspection prior to approving a building permit for constructing an accessory structure (such as a garage, shed, or silo), expand laterally (including decks), or add a
new bedroom. However, the County generally does not require a compliance inspection, particularly if your
septic system was installed after 1980.

Toilet paper without a cardboard tube in the
middle? Yes, believe it or not, the newest brand of
Scott toilet paper is notable for something that is missing… specifically, the paperboard tube that becomes paper waste when we are finished with the roll. KimberlyClark recently announced that
it will be helping consumers
to take a “green step” at home,
with the introduction of the
first toilet paper without the cardboard tube for use in
U.S. homes: Scott Naturals Tube-Free bath tissue.
In a survey taken by Scott Naturals, 85 percent of
1,006 American households surveyed said they typically throw out the toilet paper tubes when the roll is
done, even though the tube is 100 percent recyclable.
The company says that 17 billion tubes are used in the
U.S. each year, which totals up to 160 million pounds
of waste if those tubes are not recycled – an amount
equal to the weight of more than 250 Boeing 747 airliners.
Scott Naturals Tube-Free bath tissue has already
hit the market in several test locations in the northwestern U.S. as a pilot program. The new paper loads
and functions the same way as traditional toilet paper,
but requires no need to dispose of a tube when the
paper is gone.
“The Scott brand was the first to put bath tissue
on a cardboard tube—and it is now the first brand to
eliminate the tube,” said Doug Daniels, brand manager of strategy and innovation for the Scott brand.
Scott’s has previously made several other attempts
to address the environmental footprint of its disposable paper products with the Scott’s Natural brand. The
company already produces Scott Rapid Dissolving
Bathroom Tissue that breaks down in water four times
faster than traditional toilet paper (good for RV and
septic systems). Based on popularity of the new product, Scott’s and Kimberly-Clark may look at similar
changes to its paper towel products, which also use
paperboard tubes.

Freezing problems for septic systems can be avoided
Despite the warm and cheery feelings of the holiday season, the cold of winter is upon us. As such,
every homeowner should consider options for protecting their septic systems. Even a normal winter can
occasionally cause a septic system to freeze if a homeowner is not aware of the conditions that can contribute to that problem.
One of the conditions that can cause a septic system to freeze is a lack of snow cover, but that problem
can be intensified by the compaction of snow on top
of a system (as that can drive
frost deep into the ground). If
a homeowner has developed
even a foot path from people
or livestock over any part of a
septic system, the system
could develop a freezing problem. Snowmobiles and ATVs
driving over the septic system Driving
snowcan also be a cause for this mobiles or ATVs
type of freezing. The best over septic systems
method to prevent this type of can cause a freezing
freezing is to not walk or oth- problem.
erwise develop a path over any
part of the system.
A lack of plant cover can also contribute to a systems freezing problem. Allowing vegetative cover to
go uncut after mid-September will add some insulation to the system, as well as provide a method to catch
additional snow to help insulate the system.
Irregular use of a septic system can also cause
freezing problems. Many homeowners travel during
the winter months. During long periods of idle use,
the biological activity in the septic tank(s) can slow
down, leading to insufficient temperatures. This can
also occur at cabins, or when one or two persons are in
the home using only a small percentage of the designed
flow for the system. This low usage may not be sufficient to keep the system from freezing. Frequent use,
warmer water temperatures, and greater water use are
all important in cold temperature stress situations.
Consider spreading out your laundry washing to pos-

sibly doing one warm/hot load per day, using your dishwasher, and maybe even taking a hot bath. However,
do not leave water running all the time, as this will
hydraulically overload the system. If frequent hot water use is not an option, then a SSTS professional should
be contacted to best determine the options to prevent
the system from freezing. Sometimes, electric heat
tape — or even a tank heater — is all that is needed to
prevent freezing under these conditions.
Leaking plumbing fixtures or condensation drip
from a furnace or humidifier can be additional reasons for a septic system to freeze. Often, that slow
moving water through the discharge line is enough to
cause ice to build up and eventually plug the line. By
fixing all leaking fixtures and directing the furnace and
humidifier condensation water to a large pail, you can
prevent a system from freezing. As an alternative, heat
tape can be used or a small condensate pump that holds
and discharges two gallons per cycle can be installed.
Please keep in mind that if a pail is used to collect
condensation water, the pail will need to be emptied
on a regular basis.
Other common causes for freeze-ups are improperly draining sewer pipes. This usually occurs when
sewer pipes and pump lines are not installed with
proper slope, which can happen if pipes have settled,
or if sagging in the line has occurred, causing a dip or
low point to form in the pipe. Any time a dip or low
spot occurs in a pipe, sewage can collect and freeze.
Sometimes, after installation, a pump line can develop
a dip next to or above the septic tank as a result of
backfilled soil settling from the excavation during the
tank installation. All sewage needs to be able to drain
out of the pipe from the home to the septic tank; if the
system has a pump line, it must be able to drain from
the drainfield back to the pump tank each time the
pump turns off.
Also, be sure to replace any broken inspection pipe
caps and maintenance hole covers to prevent cold air
from entering the septic tank(s). And if the drainfield
is failing and sewage is coming to the surface, the effluent will freeze and prevent all effluent from enter-

ing the soil. In such cases, large amounts of ice can
form and create unhealthy conditions, so preventing
the discharge by pumping the tanks frequently may be
necessary. The best and least costly option is to contact a SSTS professional to remedy the situation.
What if your onsite system freezes?
If your septic system is frozen, your first step is to
call an onsite professional. Do not add antifreeze, salt,
or a septic system additive into the system. Do not
pump sewage onto the ground surface. Do not start a
fire over the system or run water continually to try to
thaw the system.
To prevent your onsite system from freezing in
the future…
If you have had a problem in the past, or are concerned about having a problem in the future, a layer of
mulch (eight to 12 inches) over the pipes, tank, and
soil treatment system can provide extra insulation. This
mulch can be straw, leaves, hay, or any other loose
material that will not compact and will stay in place.
This is particularly important if you have had a new
system installed late in the year and no vegetative cover
has been established. If your system is currently frozen, ignore this step, as it will delay thawing in the
spring.
Lastly, keep an eye on your system. If any seeping
or ponding occurs, contact an onsite professional to
help determine the cause and remedy.

Smoke alarms save lives!
Residential fires are more prevalent in
the winter. Always be sure every level
of your home has a working smoke
alarm, and be sure to test and clean it
on a monthly basis. Plan and practice a
home escape plan with your family.
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100 youth attend Fall Youth 4-H Leadership Retreat
A hundred area youth from surrounding communities came together to
learn leadership skills at the 4-H Fall
Youth Leadership Retreat in October.
The two-day leadership retreat held at
Welch Village Ski and Snowboard Area
was packed with intense programs and
workshops focused on leadership, communication, and team-building.
“Join the Clover Team Alliance”
was the theme of the leadership retreat,
chosen by a team of youth and adults
that served as the retreat’s planning committee. At the retreat, Iron Man led participants into clearer thinking; Wonder
Woman showed participants some heart
for others; Spider Man gave participants
hands-on leadership webs to untangle;
and Elastic Girl helped stretch participants to make healthy decisions. Retreat highlights included a superheroes
theme, a keynote address from Brian
McNeill, breakout workshops, a dance,
and more. Participants left the retreat on
their way to becoming superhero leaders!
Participants came from nine different counties, including Anoka, Dakota,
Goodhue, Isanti, Olmsted, Rice, Scott,
Wabasha and Washington. From Scott
County, participants included:
♦ Belle Plaine: Jonah Kuske and
Kaitlyn Kuske
♦ Jordan: Ethan Palmer and Seth
Palmer
♦ Prior Lake: Raymond Elderd,
Breanna Saunders, Angie Tell, Sarah
Tell, and Shannon Tell
♦ Savage: Noelle Hinrichs and
Grace McAleer
Across the nation, 4-H youth are
leading efforts to solve problems in their
communities and make a difference for
their futures. 4-H is one of the largest

One hundred youth leaders in grades 7-13 attended the 4-H Fall Youth Leadership Retreat at Welch Village. Participants
came from nine counties, including Anoka, Dakota, Goodhue, Isanti, Rice, Scott, Wabasha, and Washington.

youth development organizations in
Minnesota and the largest in the nation
with six million young people. 4-H in
Scott County is ranked one of the largest county 4-H programs in Minnesota.
4-H, as part of the University of Minnesota Extension, is a program where
youth learn through opportunities that
provide them hands-on experiences in
4-H’s mission mandates of science, engineering, and technology; healthy living; and citizenship. The program promotes life skills using your head, heart,
hands and health. 4-H has connected
youth and their communities with the
innovative research and resources from
our nation’s 106 land-grant universities
and colleges for more than 100 years.

Family gifts without bows
By Susan Hooper, Extension Educator

What is a gift? Is it a surprise? Something useful? Something impractical?
Information usually wouldn’t be considered a gift, but if you have had an unexpected injury or death in the family, you know that some pieces of information are
especially important.

Interested in joining 4-H?
To find out more information about 4-H, or to locate
a 4-H club in your area, visit the Scott County 4-H
website at www.umn.extension/county/scott and
click on 4-H in Scott County, or contact Scott County
4-H at the Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 or mnext-scott@umn.edu.

4-H Youth In the Spotlight
Brianna Leibnitz
School: Prior Lake High School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Years in 4-H: Two years
Parents: Sue and Bill Leibnitz
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth,
Youth Leadership
While the media has been reporting on teen
bullying and violence, Brianna Leibnitz has been
teaching third graders at St. Michael’s Catholic
School in Prior Lake and Raven Stream Elementary School in New Prague about being positive
Brianne Leibnitz
characters. Through the Youth Teaching Youth program, Brianna has had the opportunity to teacher younger students about respecting others, building trust, caring for friends and family, and resolving conflict with
words rather than violence. Brianna is an excellent role model to younger students
and her peers.
Brianna has been actively helping to recruit Youth Teaching Youth Teen Teachers at Prior Lake High School and has shared her experiences as a teen teacher with
others. Keep up the great work, Brianna!

Can your family answer these questions:
• Where is your will? How can someone access it?
• Do you have life insurance? What is your life insurance company and
contact information?
• Are there investments somewhere? Where and who should your family
contact?
• Are there savings with any current or past employers?
• Do you have an Advance Directive for Medical Care? Who is listed as the
decision maker, and what are your wishes in certain medical situations?
• Where is your social security card, armed services discharge papers, combination for the safe or lock box?
• Who holds the mortgage on the house? Is there a reverse mortgage or a
second mortgage of any type against the house or property?
• Do you have long-term care insurance?

School: Jordan Middle School
Grade: 7th grade
4-H Club: Lucky Stars 4-H Club
Years in 4-H: Seven years
Parents: Jo Marshall
Projects of Interest: Dog, Scrapbooking,
Poultry, Horse, Gardening, Youth Leadership

Each of these questions is very important in an emergency, major illness, or
death. This is particularly true if you are the sole or primary income provider for
the family. Decisions need to be made, bills need to be paid, and companies contacted to continue the ongoing functions of the family, as well as making appropriate care or housing decisions for you.
Don’t ask your loved one to deal with grief and with unpaid bills at the same
time. Help families maintain a good credit history by allowing them to keep bills
paid appropriately. And give them the gift of information — you can give the
information to one person or several, but be sure the family knows who has access
to the list.
University of Minnesota Extension/Scott County can help you with a format
for gathering and sharing information of this nature. Call Sue Hooper, Extension
Educator, at (952) 492-5383 to discuss ways of sharing and materials available to
help organize information. Give your family the gift of security… it’s not only
low-cost, it’s vitally important!

Seven years ago, a shy and timid little girl
attended a 4-H morning adventure. When she
Molly Marshall
walked into the room, she saw only unfamiliar
faces… but as the day went on, she found many 4-H friends in the room. This
little girl had a great time that morning and came back for many more 4-H programs. Molly Marshall, now a teenager, is a group leader and excellent role model
for many of the new participants at a 4-H adventure. Molly has stepped into the
leadership role through the dog project by helping with setting up for practice,
helping younger members with training lessons, and answering questions for new
members. Molly is very patient and understanding with younger 4-H members
and likes to help other individuals out.
Molly enjoys sharing her love of animals and gardening with others. She has
opened her heart and home up to many rescued animals and brought them to the
Scott County Fair to show others how important animals are in our lives. Way to
go, Molly!

Molly Marshall

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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SWCD Outdoor Education Day
focuses on plants, soil, water, wildlife

Survey results will
guide Clean Water
Education Program

What better place to learn about the
environment than in the environment?
That’s what Scott County fifth graders
found out as they participated in the 25th
year of Outdoor Education Days. Sponsored by the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan, the
six-day event took place at the Bisek
woods near New Prague.
Each fall, the woods become an outdoor classroom, with seven learning stations set up in a rotation. During the twohour program, the students search for
mosquito larvae in typical yard receptacles like swimming pools, bird baths,
and sandbox toys; play Minnesota wildlife “Jeopardy”; roll large box dice to
better understand the water cycle; discuss tree trivia; play plant bingo; get their
hands dirty in the soils pit; and are entertained with a light-hearted interactive
performance on recycling with CLIMB
Theatre actors.
This year, 1,234 students from Belle
Plaine, Shakopee, Savage, New Prague,
and Elko New Market; 121 teachers and
chaperones; and 30 presenters from 14
federal, state, county, or local agencies
took part. Minnesota Valley Electric in
Jordan once again supplied funding
through an Operation Roundup grant for
the children’s milk break.
Each fall, this event is sponsored by
the Scott SWCD in cooperation with
Metropolitan Mosquito Control, the
Department of Natural Resources, the
Department of Agriculture, the Minnesota Forestry Association, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife, the city of Shakopee, Prior
Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District,
the Minnesota Master Naturalist Program, Scott/Carver Master Gardeners,
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Scott County Extension Service,
and Scott County Environmental Health.

The Scott Clean Water Education
Program (SCWEP) surveyed residents
this summer to find out what they know
about storm water and how their daily
activities impact storm water systems
and ultimately our lakes and rivers. Responses will guide
SCWEP program
planning for years
to come. Those taking the survey were
eligible to win a free
rain barrel. Steven
Hofer of Prior Lake
(below) won the
barrel, courtesy of
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District in Jordan.
Survey answers provided interesting insights into residents’ views on
storm water — the rain water that falls
on your roofs, driveways, parking lots,
sidewalks, and lawns before emptying
into streets and storm drains. This flowing water eventually enters our waters
untreated. That’s why cleaning up pollutants — grass clippings, dirt (soil),
leaves, pet waste, and leaky car fluids
— from your driveway and adjacent
streets is so important.
Question 1: Do you live in a watershed?
Response: 73 percent of respondants
said no or not sure.
Fact: We all live in a watershed, an area
of land that drains to a wetland, stream,
river, or lake.
Above, students played a form of wildlife “Jeopardy” at one station while
(lower left) others looked for mosquito larvae or (lower right) got their hands
dirty in the soils pit.

For more information on the Outdoor Education Day program, call Diane
Hrabe at the Scott SWCD office, (952)

492-5425, or visit the photo gallery on
the
District
website
at
www.scottswcd.org.

Residents learn about invasive buckthorn
Participants gathered at the Prior
Lake Park Pavilion on Saturday, Oct. 23
to learn about buckthorn, an invasive
weed pest that is commonly found in
wooded areas of Scott County. Buckthorn is a plant that “out-competes” native plants and a host to pests like the
soybean aphid (also known as the Asian
Lady Bug) and crown rust fungus. Buckthorn can also shade out plants that live
on the forest floor, which can lead to
greater erosion in wooded areas.
Plant identification and treatment
options to remove this plant were discussed at this workshop. Participants
were able to view samples of buckthorn
and similar plants that are sometimes
believed to be buckthorn. Near the end

of the workshop, participants were able
to view — and even try out — the different tools and practices they could utilize to remove buckthorn on their own
property.
Donna Herman of the Carver/Scott
County Master Gardeners, Pete
Shutrop of the Scott County Public
Works Department, and Dave Rickert
of the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District were the presenters.
If you would like more information
on treating buckthorn or would like to
receive materials or rent equipment for
buckthorn removal, call Rickert at (952)
492-5457. Weed loppers and saws are
available from the Scott SWCD office
in Jordan.

Question 3: Do we drink storm water?
Response: 61 percent said no or not
sure.
Fact: Most of the water in Scott County
eventually ends up in the Minnesota
River. For some communities, storm
water does become drinking water.
Question 4: Do you use lawn fertilizer?
Response: 70 percent said yes to
applying lawn fertilizer occasionally.
Fact: Most fertilizers contribute to poor
water quality and should be used
sparingly or not at all. Try organic
fertilizers instead — your favorite lake
will thank you with cleaner water!
Participants in the class tried out
tools for removing buckthorn.

Hartmann, Fitzsimmons elected to SWCD Board
Jim Fitzsimmons of Prior Lake and
Gary Hartmann of Shakopee were
elected this fall to the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Board of Supervisors. Fitzsimmons has
served on the Board since 2003, while
Hartmann is a newcomer.
Fitzsimmons represents residents in
parts of the Cities of Savage, Shakopee,
and Prior Lake; Hartmann represents
residents in parts of the Cities of Shakopee and Jordan as well as Jackson, Louisville, Sand Creek and St. Lawrence
Townships. They will join fellow Supervisors Ewald Gruetzmacher of Belle
Plaine, Paul Krueger of Prior Lake, and
Linda Brown of Elko New Market.
Scott SWCD Board of Supervisors

Gary Hartmann

Jim Fitzsimmons

serve four-year terms. The Board meets
at 8 a.m. on the second Wednesday of
the month at the Extension and Conservation Services Building on the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan.
SWCDs are special-purpose units of
government that manage and direct natural resource management programs at the

Question 2: Does street runoff go to a
waste water treatment plant?
Response: 55 percent said yes or not
sure.
Fact: Only the water we flush down
the toilet or rinse down our sinks goes
to the waste water treatment plant. Street
runoff flows to the nearest pond, river,
or lake untreated.

local level. Districts work in both urban
and rural settings to carry out a conservation program for the preservation, use
and development of soil, water and related resources. SWCD Supervisors discuss the business and operations of the
SWCD, distribute state grant allocations
to landowners, set conservation priorities and coordinate conservation efforts
with other local units of government and
state and federal agencies. SWCD Supervisors do not receive salaries; however, they do receive compensation for
attending meetings and are reimbursed
for expenses.
To learn more about the Scott
SWCD, call (952) 492-5425 or visit
www.scottswcd.org.

Question 5: Is surface water quality
important to
you?
Response: 95
percent said
yes.
Fact: Your
daily habits
can affect your
community’s
water quality.
For more
survey results,
contact Dan
Miller with the
Scott Clean
Water Education Program
at (952) 4925424 or via email at
dmiller@co.
scott.mn.us.

Steven Hofer of Prior
Lake won the rain
barrel, courtesy of
the Scott SWCD.
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2011 Sheriff’s Citizens’
Academy seeks applicants

Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Application forms found on County website

The “redemption period” in foreclosures
The term “redemption period” refers to the period of time after a foreclosure
sale (sheriff’s sale) has been held. For residential property in Minnesota, the redemption period is typically six months, but in some cases twelve months. The
length of the redemption period is listed on the sheriff’s sale notice.
During the redemption period:
• The homeowner can continue to live in the home until the end of the redemption period.
• If the homeowner wants to keep their house, the homeowner must pay the
amount that was bid at sheriff’s sale, interest per diem and any other applicable
costs that statute allows. The past due payments of a mortgage loan cannot be
“caught up” after the sheriff’s sale.
• The owner has the right to sell the home and retain any equity that may
exist. If there is equity, selling the home is always preferable to losing the equity at
the end of the redemption period. Seek a free market analysis from several reputable real estate agents to determine a realistic value of the home.
• After the sheriff’s sale date, interest continues to accrue daily at the note
rate, which increases the outstanding loan balance.
• The owner has the responsibility to pay utilities and keep the property
maintained.
• The owner should keep homeowners insurance in place.
The redemption period can be shortened to five weeks if a judge determines
that the property has been “abandoned” and is no longer occupied or maintained.
At the end of the redemption period:
Whoever holds the sheriff’s sale certificate (usually a bank) becomes the
rightful owner of the property.
• The original owner should vacate the property. They cannot legally remain in the residence.
• If the owner has not moved out by the end of the redemption period, they
will be asked to vacate the premises by a specific date. If they do not comply, the
new owner can evict them by filing an “unlawful detainer,”which goes on record
and can negatively affect future credit.
• If the mortgage company is the new owner, they will sell the property. If
the house sells for more than what was owed, the mortgage company will keep any
excess proceeds.

•

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Applicants for the annual Sheriff’s
Citizens’ Academy are being sought for
the program which will be held Mondays between Jan. 24 and March 28.
The purpose of the Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy is to provide good information to participating citizens so
they can make informed decisions about
police activity. Understanding can dispel suspicions and misconceptions, and
increase sheriff’s office/community rapport through the educational process. In
turn, the Sheriff’s Office becomes more
aware of the feelings and concerns of
the community through input from the
participants. Allowing the citizens to see
the Sheriff’s Office staff as people (and
conversely, allowing staff to personally
meet the people they serve) helps to establish open lines of communication and
cooperation.
Through the Academy, participants
are provided a realistic view of the Scott
County Sheriff’s Office. Members of the
Sheriff’s Office teach the academy, with
personnel highlighting and discussing
their areas of expertise. During the nineweek program, citizens learn about a
wide variety of topics, including:
• Use of force, deadly force and
defensive tactics, and the SWAT team
• 911 dispatch and communications, including a tour of the 911 dispatch center
• Drug enforcement and crime
scene investigation
• Simulated shoot/don’t shoot
training
• DUI enforcement, with an interactive controlled drinking and testing
session

Following tips will help
keep driveway clear
This winter, as usual, both County plows and local homeowners will be out trying to clear away snow
as quickly as possible after the storm ends…and some
homeowners will be displeased because Scott County
Highway has plowed their already-cleared driveways
full of snow again.
It would be wonderful if every driveway could be
left meticulously clear, but doing this would mean the
County could never finish plowing the public roads in
a reasonable time. With your cooperation, however,
this inconvenience can be minimized. The sketch at
right shows how you can clear your driveway to reduce the possibility that you will be snowbound again
after the plow passes. If you shovel snow in the direction of traffic and also make a pocket next to your
driveway as shown, snow accumulations on the plow
will dump into that pocket and much less will go into
the driveway opening.

• Corrections with tours of the
facilities
• Use of K9 officers
Classes will run from 6:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. on Monday evenings, beginning January 24 and continuing through
March 28. Applicants must be 18 years
of age or older and live, work, or attend
school in Scott County. Participants
must agree to allow the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office to run a criminal background check to ensure safety and security. A criminal record does not necessarily disqualify an applicant. In addition, participants should plan to attend
all or most of the sessions. Class size is
limited.
For more information or an application, check out the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us. From there,
click on “Public Safety,” then “Sheriff
and Community Programs.” We look
forward to meeting you!

Caution required
on winter roads

Follow tips to help keep driveway clear of snow.

Use salt sparingly to protect water
Where does sidewalk salt go after it melts the ice
and snow on our driveways and sidewalks? This salty
water flows into our storm ponds, wetlands, rivers, and
lakes. And high concentrations of sidewalk salt (sodium chloride) in our water negatively affect wildlife
habitat and water quality, including the water we drink.
This winter, we can protect our water resources
by trying these snow season tips:
• Use shovels, snow blowers, and ice scrapers to remove
snow and ice.
• Use de-icers like sidewalk
salt sparingly and clean up any
extra.
• Save the leftover sidewalk salt to use again
after another snowfall.
• Buy environmentally friendly de-icers, which
are better for our water, pets, and landscapes.
• Treat the pavement before a snowfall with a
liquid salt brine (See directions at right).
• If you notice excess salt on a parking lot or

Detective Adam Pirri relayed crime
scene investigation information in a
previous year’s Citizen Academy.

sidewalk near you, talk to the property owner about
safer alternatives.
Our lakes and rivers may freeze over this winter,
but remember that what we put on our driveways and
sidewalks will eventually end up in the lakes or rivers.
Dan Miller is Coordinator for the Scott Clean
Water Education Program. For questions, contact Dan
at (952)492-5424 or dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Make your own salt brine anti-icer:
1. Fill a gallon bucket or gallon-sized hand
pump sprayer with warm water (about 60 degrees
Fahrenheit).
2. Add 34 ounces (or about two pounds) of
sidewalk salt to the water and mix well.
3. Using a hand-held pump sprayer, apply liquid salt brine to your sidewalk and driveway up to
24 hours before a snow event; do not apply if rain
or freezing rain is expected, as it could freeze and
cause slippery conditions.

It’s heeeeere…the winter of 2010-2011 has descended upon us.
Scott County will have 20 trucks running on nine
plow routes throughout the County this winter, with a
normal start time of 3 a.m. (so the roads can be open
as soon as possible for the morning commute). At
times, the snowfall will be too heavy to get to bare
pavement while the snow is falling – but crews will
stay at it until they get pavements wet and free of slippery spots. The County will again be using treated salt
this season. This product has proven to reduce total
salt use by 30 percent and to work relatively fast and
at colder temperatures than straight road salt.
Of course, you can help by following these tips:
♦ Remember to allow extra time to get to and
from work on days that it is snowing. If you try to
hurry, your chances of a crash are much greater.
♦ Don’t ever drive into a snow cloud! Highway crews plow as fast as they safely can, but you
should expect top speeds of 15 to 25 miles per hour.
♦ Pack extra warm clothes in the car, some
blankets, and a few candy bars for good measure. And
remember: It is always best to stay in your car if you
slide off the road or get stuck.
♦ Carbon monoxide poisoning is deadly. Do
not run your car to stay warm if you do get stuck.
♦ Make sure the children do not build snow
forts next to the road. It’s not just an issue of visibility – a snowplow could collapse a snow fort, with serious consequences for the potential occupants.
♦ Don’t allow children to use the road slopes
for sliding.
♦ Direct children to stand on a flat surface
while waiting for the school bus. Little ones can easily slide under a bus.
♦ Do not plow your driveway snow onto the
roadway. It is a violation of state statute and creates a
serious safety problem for motorists.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Library News

Books make great holiday gifts
As life becomes more and more “interesting,” we
could all use a little extra help to keep organized. So
to help you just that little bit more, the Scott County
Library System is introducing a new (to us) service –
we can notify you by e-mail when request books are
ready to be picked up at your branch library. As a bonus, you will also be notified if your library materials
are due to be returned. Visit any of the Scott County
branch libraries and let the staff know that you are interested in signing up for this service. Staff will ask
you a few questions to make sure we have the right
address, phone number, and e-mail address, and it’s
just as simple as that.
December and January are jam packed with holidays. For some, you may want to give gifts. For others, you might want to have a few books around to
entertain your guests. The library staff have the following suggestions for you.

Marietta likes…
♦ The World Almanac
…is perfect for the reluctant reader, anyone who
values facts (tallest mountain in the world?), and
readers of non-fiction. There are so many interesting
facts that will settle any dinner table argument that
we may have. My Dad likes to just read it for fun. I
have even given the kids’ version to my son, and it
was one of his favorite books.

Susan recommends…
♦ Packing for Mars : The Curious Science of
Life in the Void by: Mary Roach
Roach takes her trademark humor and looks at
space travel.
♦ Ant Farm: Glimpses of Daily Life in
Minnesota by: Ben Garvin
Pictures and short interviews from a Pioneer Press
photographer. You’ll wish the book was much
longer. Good for those into the arts and local
history.
♦ Minnesota Vikings: The Complete Illustrated
History by Patrick Reusse
The 2010 edition takes you up to the Favre era and
contains a very good summary of the highlights and
indignities Vikings fans live with.
♦ Medium Raw: A Bloody Valentine to the
World of Food and the People Who Cook by
Anthony Bourdain
A bookend to his “Kitchen Confidential,” this
updates the state of food and cooking in the world
today.

And Kristi likes…
♦ Cloaked in Red by Vivian Vande Velde. (young
adult)
The author retells the story of Little Red Riding
Hood in eight different ways.
♦ The Strange Case of Origami Yoga by Tom
Angleberger. (kids)
It is about a group of 6th graders who have a
classmate that has made a finger puppet of Yoda
that he uses to interact with the other kids. And the
book describes how to make an origami Yoda.

Wendy suggests…
♦ Guinness World Records 2011 by Guinness
World Records.
I gave it to my eight-year-old nephew one year for
Christmas, and my sister-in-law said they didn’t see
him for two months afterwards -- he was in his room
poring over it!

CAP Corner

Vanessa recommends…
♦ Do you know someone who claims that meetings
are killing him/her? Try Death by Meeting and/or
The Five Dysfunctions of a Team by Patrick
Lencioni
These short books tell a story, and make the lessons
enjoyable as well as valuable. Also available for the
Nook.

Come to your branch library to find out about more
interesting books and other materials!
Administrative Office
952.707.1760
Belle Plaine Library
952.873.6767
Elko New Market Library
952.461.3460
Jordan Branch Library
952.492.2500
New Prague Library
952.758.2391
Prior Lake Library
952.447.3375
Savage Library
952.707.1770
Shakopee Library
952.233.9590
Scott County Law Library
952.496.8713
Renewal Line
952.890.9184
www.scott.lib.mn.us
A small correction from the last SCENE: There
are eight member library systems in MELSA. Hennepin
County and Minneapolis Public have merged into a
single County Library System.

Check out your
mailbox support
With the start of
the snowplowing season, property owners
should check their
mailbox support. If
the post is rotted, replace it. Mailbox supports, by County
Ordinance, must be no larger than a 4x4
post. Scott County sells a safety tested
and MnDOT-approved swing away
safety steel post. Contact Public Works
at (952) 496-8346 to purchase one.

CAP seeks help during season of giving
Holiday Project still needs
toys and other gifts
The CAP Agency works hard to ensure that no
child is forgotten during the holiday season. The
Agency welcomes toy drives to
support the distribution of gifts
to children whose families seek
assistance too late to participate
in the adopt-a-family program.
Parents are able to “shop” from
the gifts and toys that are donated through toy drives. Gifts
for teen-agers are always
needed.
Schools, businesses, and organizations wishing to
hold toy drives may deliver their toys to the CAP
Agency Administration Office at 712 Canterbury Rd.
So., Shakopee, Minnesota. Toys and gifts may be delivered Monday through Friday, December 1-23, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Give Where You Live”
Campaign Begins
As the holidays approach and people are busy planning celebrations and gifts for their friends and family, the CAP Agency asks you to remember your neighbors who are less fortunate. Every day at the CAP
Agency, there are families who are working one, two,
and even three jobs just trying to keep on top of their
bills. Workers who have lost their jobs; grandparents
who can’t make their checks stretch far enough to cover
housing, food, and medications; people who don’t have

warm winter clothing and can’t pay their heating bills
or repair a faulty furnace. There are families with no
homes. The CAP Agency helps people meet their basic needs and then plan for a brighter future.
You can be part of
that brighter future for
the 45,000 people who
receive help from CAP
each year. Give Where
You Live, the CAP
Agency
annual
fundraising campaign,
continues through January 31, 2011. Checks
can be mailed to the
CAP Agency at 712
Canterbury Road South, Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379
and credit card donations are accepted by calling (952)
496-2125, ask for the Fiscal Department. All donations to the CAP Agency are tax-deductible. Donations to the campaign benefit local families through
services such as its Transitional Housing, Food Shelf,
Meals on Wheels, Senior Dining and Emergency Services programs.
“We at the CAP Agency feel truly fortunate to do
our work in a community that cares about its neighbors,” said Carolina Bradpiece, Executive Director.
“The residents of Scott County have always been very
generous supporters of the Agency and donors to Give
Where You Live.”

Cold Weather Rule prevents
energy shutoffs
The CAP Agency encourages residents who find it

hard to pay their utility bills in the winter to work with
their utility company to avoid energy shut-offs during
the coming winter. The Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission set up the Cold Weather Rule to protect
residential customers from being shut off if they cannot pay their bills in full. This protection lasts from
October 15 to April 15. You may qualify for this protection if you meet both of the following conditions:
• The shut-off would affect your main heating
source, and
• You qualify for an Inability to Pay Plan,
qualify for a Ten Percent Plan, or both you and the
utility agree to a payment schedule.
If your service has already been shut off as of
October 15, the Cold Weather Rule offers a
Reconnection Plan, which may allow your service to
be turned back on. The Cold Weather Rule does not
totally forbid winter shut off. IF you receive a shut
off notice this winter, you must act promptly. Contact
your utility company immediately.
You may be eligible for assistance through the CAP
Agency’s Energy Assistance Program. Call CAP
Agency at (651) 322-3550 or visit the website at
www.capagency.org to receive an Energy Assistance
application.
The CAP Agency is a private, non-profit organization serving families and individuals of all ages living in
Scott, Carver, and Dakota
counties. For more information, contact the CAP Agency
at (952)496-2125 or visit its
web
site
at
www.capagency.org.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

Townships news:
Before the snow flies...
When is snow considered to be litter? When it is
plowed from your driveway onto the public roadway
or onto your neighbor’s property. Minnesota’s littering statute §169.42 states that “No person shall throw,
deposit, place or dump, or cause to be thrown, deposited, placed, or dumped upon any street or highway or
upon any public or privately owned land adjacent
thereto without the owner’s consent any snow, ice…”
A violation of this law is a misdemeanor, with a second offense resulting in a fine of at least $400.
Keeping our roadways clear of snow deposits is
not just a matter of being “Minnesota Nice.” Did you
know that snow deposits left on roadways after driveways are plowed are a safety hazard? These deposits
often freeze, creating a hazard for drivers and damage
to your community’s plowing equipment. So, as you
prepare for this winter, please plan properly for your
snow removal. If you plan to plow snow onto your
neighbor’s property, first get their consent. Talk to
your plowing contractor to make sure they know where
the snow should be placed and that the roadway must
be left clean.
Keeping your driveway clear of snow is also a
matter of personal safety. As you clear snow from
your driveway, remember to create a path wide enough
for all medical and fire vehicles to get to your home
and family. Blue address markers located near your
driveway must also be cleared of snow, as these markers are used by emergency services personnel to identify your home. Keeping your driveway and address
marker clear of snow could be a matter of life or death!
Finally, now is also a good time to check the stability of your mailbox post. If you live in a rural area,
you should have a breakaway post designed to withstand the higher speeds at which rural snow plowing
takes place. Remember, most townships will not reimburse residents for damage to mailboxes caused by
the force of snow being pushed off the roadway. So if
your mailbox post is weak, it is best to replace it now
rather than wait until the bitter cold of January.
Following these winter weather tips will help us
all to enjoy a safer winter season.

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Community will open
Mazopiya, a natural food market, this month.

ment for future generations. As Dakota people it is
important to us to continue to take care of the earth to
leave a legacy of a healthy planet for future generations,” said SMSC Chairman Stanley R. Crooks. “We
chose to use organic farming methods in our own garden, Mdewakanton Wozupi, which just completed its
first growing season. We had a very successful harvest
and plan on growing our garden significantly in the
future. Organic produce from our garden will be sold
at Mazopiya next year.”
Why a natural food store?
“Traditionally, we were taught that food is medicine. By putting healthy foods into our bodies, we can
increase our overall well-being,” said Community
member Lori Watso, one of the driving forces behind
the store. “Our ancestors ate natural foods that were
free from pesticides, growth hormones, and manmade
chemicals. We think returning to this way of nourishing our bodies is a key to overall wellness. Clean foods,
those produced without the use of chemicals or antibiotics, are much healthier not only for people, but also
for the earth.”
Local fruits and vegetables that are produced using organic or sustainable growing practices will be a
priority for Mazopiya. Sustainable growing uses crop
rotation, natural fertilizers, natural pesticides, and other
methods to produce food teeming with nutrients.
“Organic produce is fresher, more nutrient rich,
and less harmful to people and the planet,” said SMSC
Organic Gardener Rebecca Dalton.
Foods that have travelled long distances are by
necessity picked early, and their nutritional value can
be compromised by a long journey. Local foods also
save on transportation costs, fuels, emissions, and time
and yield a fresher, tastier product at market. Local
foods also have the added benefit of supporting local
farmers and the local economy. By eliminating the
necessity of transporting foods long distances, local
independent farmers benefit while still producing a
product with a better quality.
A certified executive chef will be on staff creating
freshly prepared dishes to be sold at the deli and prepared meal area for takeout with daily specials. Cafe
seating and a demonstration food preparation area will
be a focal point used to provide classes about healthy
and clean eating. More detailed information about
Mazopiya, specials and events, may be found at
www.mazopiya.com.

commitment to improve water quality in local neighborhoods. The students from the PLSAS Eco Team
and National Honor Society gathered on the south end
of Upper Prior Lake to clean up leaves and other organic debris from the streets, storm drains, and boulevards. The group of students collected 124 bags of
leaves and organic debris. Without the cleanup, the
leaves would have washed down into the storm drains
and emptied directly into Upper Prior Lake. Leaves,
grass clippings, and other organic debris contain phosphorus, a pollutant for our lakes and rivers. When
leaves and organic debris decay, they provide excess
nutrients that stimulate algae growth, and excessive
algae blooms degrade water quality.
The 124 bags of leaves and organic debris equate
to removing nearly 25 pounds of phosphorus from
Upper Prior Lake (25 pounds of phosphorus can produce nearly 25,000 pounds of algae). The collected
leaves will be composted, courtesy of Dick’s Sanitation. Dick’s Sanitation also donated trash bags for the
event and a roll-off dumpster unit for transporting the
collected debris to a compost facility.
Residents in the neighborhood where the Community Clean Up for Water Quality event occurred also
chipped in by raking and bagging leaves for the students to collect. Even though the City of Prior Lake
has an aggressive street-sweeping program, it is still
important for residents to do their part and keep streets
clean. Clean streets mean clean water. The Scott Clean
Water Education Program coordinated the clean-up
event, with support from the Freshwater Society and
Friends of the Minnesota Valley. If you’d like to organize your own neighborhood Community Clean Up
for Water Quality, contact Dan Miller with the Scott
Clean Water Education Program at (952) 492-5424 or
via e-mail at dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Shakopee:
Celebrate the Holidays in Shakopee
Throughout the month of December, several venues in Shakopee will be hosting holiday celebrations
that take a look at our past, demonstrate the beauty of
the holiday season, and let participants experience the
fun first hand. Come join us for the festivities!
Following is a sampling of some of the events:

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:
Skate with Santa – Dec. 19, 1 - 2:30 p.m., Shakopee Ice Arena. Santa decided to take a break from
his holiday preparations to come skating at the Shakopee Ice Arena. At this free event, participants will enjoy an open skate and a chance to talk with and take a
picture with Santa. Don’t forget your camera! Skate
rental is $3 per pair. Find out more at www.ci.
shakopee.mn.us/parks_events.cfm.

New natural foods market to open
Healthy, fresh, local, and organic foods will be
the focus of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community’s newest enterprise, Mazopiya, which will
open this holiday season. Located behind Dakota Mall
across from Mystic Lake Casino Hotel, Mazopiya
[mah-zoh-pi-ya] means “a store or a storehouse; a place
where things are put away and kept” in the Dakota
Language.
Mazopiya will sell basically everything that is
found at a grocery store, just healthier versions. It will
have a large supply of organic items, including freerange grass-fed meats, dairy products, frozen foods,
health and wellness products, and bulk foods, but inseason, fresh, local produce will be its focus.
“A natural foods store is perfectly in line with our
philosophy of protecting and preserving the environ-

A group of students from Prior Lake-Savage Area
Schools collected 124 bags of leaves in a cleanup
effort to prevent pollution to lakes.

Prior Lake:
Students help clean city streets,
prevent pollution to neighboring lake
On Saturday, October 30, a group of about 25 Prior
Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) students made a

Jack Frost’s New Year’s Eve Party – Dec. 31,
5-8 p.m., Lions Park. Ring in 2011 with an early New
Year’s Eve celebration that includes sledding, ice skating, music, and horse-drawn carriage rides through the
park. When you’re ready for a break, warm up by the
bonfire and enjoy cocoa, cider and cookies at the youth
building. This event is free thanks to the support of the
Shakopee Lions Club. Learn more at
www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/parks_events.cfm.
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Federal funds available for conservation-minded landowners
Often landowners want to focus their efforts on
conservation, but are unsure where to turn. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office in
Jordan is currently accepting applications from landowners who want to improve water or soil quality, address climate change, and enhance wildlife areas on
their agricultural land. Through a program called the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), farmers and
forestry producers in Scott County may sign up and
be ranked for this program by contacting NRCS staff
before January 7, 2011.

All producers are encouraged to apply. CSP, authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill, offers payments to producers who maintain a high level of conservation on
their land and who agree to adopt even higher levels
of stewardship. Eligible lands include cropland,
pastureland, rangeland, and non-industrial forestland.
A CSP self-screening checklist is available to help
producers determine if CSP is suitable for their operation. This checklist highlights basic information regarding CSP eligibility requirements, contract obligations,
and potential payments. It is available from the NRCS

office in Jordan or online at www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html.
CSP is offered in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Pacific and Caribbean areas. In 2010,
NRCS conducted two separate ranking periods for CSP
nationwide, and Minnesota had remarkable success
with the program, awarding 1,575 contracts (a total of
915,761 acres) in CSP. Four landowners were selected
for their efforts in Scott County. For more information or to schedule an appointment with NRCS staff,
call (952) 492-5425.

U of M Extension offers workshops for
small-farm and acreage owners
Do you dream of owning property
in the country? Do you already own existing acreage that is in need of a plan
for the best possible results? The Living
on the Land workshop series, offered
this spring by University of Minnesota
Extension, can help you and your family.
The eight-week course is designed
to arm landowners with agricultural information to enable them to be good
stewards of their 40-acre (or less) tract.
The course will begin with goal setting
and individual property inventory, then
address soil, plant, and water basics.
The Living on the Land curriculum
addresses a growing need for information regarding small acreages. The class
series incorporates knowledge and experience from a team of instructors to
address topics, including what do you
have and what do you want, what you
can do with your land, water quality,
protecting household drinking water,
how plants grow, what to do about
weeds, lawn and pasture maintenance,
getting down and dirty with soils, and a
farm tour.
The series will be taught by Extension educators and natural resource professionals at two locations (please register for only one location). Tuesday
evening sessions will be held at the

The “Living on the Land” workshop series will help small-acreage owners
be good stewards of their land.

Carver County Extension office in Cologne from March 1 to April 19 (from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.). Thursday evening
sessions will be held at the Wright
County Government Center in Buffalo
from March 3 to April 21 (6:30 - 9:30
p.m.).
Registration for the entire course
will cost $175, which includes participation of two people (a husband and
wife team, two siblings, et cetera) who
may attend together and share materials. Benefits include numerous educational publications, an educational farm

tour and dinner, a site visit consultation
from a University of Minnesota Extension educator in your area, as well as the
tools to help you succeed with your goals
and dreams on your country acreage.
Register soon, because space is limited at each location. Visit the Small
Farm Extension website for more information and for additional details on registration: www.extension.umn.edu/
smallfarms/. For brochures and additional information, contact Laura Kieser
at (952) 492-5386, (952) 466-5306, or
via e-mail attorb0022@umn.edu.

4-H Shooting Sports project to begin
An orientation and signup meeting
for the 4-H Shooting Sports program is
set for Thursday, Jan. 6 at 6:45 p.m. at
the SCALE Regional Training Facility
in Jordan.
Shooting Sports is a game of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration.
In the 4-H Shooting Sports project, youth
gain important skills they can carry over
into the rest of their lives. The focus is
on decision making, teamwork, self-discipline, building self-confidence, and
problem solving; they also concentrate
on safety, sportsmanship, positive relationships with peers and adults, building awareness of career opportunities,
and strengthening connections with

families through participation in lifelong
recreational activities.
The Scott County 4-H Shooting
Sports program follows the curriculum
developed by the University of Minnesota Extension Program, and includes
archery, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle,
shotgun, and hunting. Within these disciplines, 4-H members are able to test
their shooting, hunting, and sportsmanship skills in county, regional, and national competitions. The program is
taught by national- or state-certified
4-H instructors, who instruct 4-H members in firearms safety, marksmanship,
and wildlife studies.
The Scott County Shooting Sports

program is open to all youth ages 8 to
18, and meets at the SCALE regional
training facility in Jordan on Thursdays
from 7 to 9 p.m. If you’re interested in
joining the program or would like to find
out more information, call the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 4925410 — or just plan to attend the Shooting Sports orientation and signup meeting Jan. 6. Both youth and their parents
are strongly encouraged to attend this
meeting; we will be going over rules,
forms, winter schedules, and recommended equipment lists. Regular sessions will resume on Jan. 13 at 6:45 p.m.
For more information, please go to
www.terrywerm.com/4H.htm.

Wetlands
Continued from Page 1

velopment. The value of our agriculture
and growth-related industries has
brought thousands of jobs and economic
prosperity. Draining and filling wetlands, however, comes at a cost. Rain
and snowmelt runs off the land at higher
volumes and greater speeds. This, in
turn, accelerates the erosion of stream
banks, ravines (large gullies), and cropland. It also increases the severity and
frequency of flooding.
Recent scientific studies by the Scott
Watershed Management Organization
identified the loss of wetlands as one of
the top reasons water quality in Sand
Creek is not meeting standards. According to the study, returning restorable
wetlands to their original function is one
of the most cost-effective ways to improve water quality and aquatic habitat
in Sand Creek and its tributaries, including Raven and Porter Creeks. In the
Spring Lake and Prior Lake drainage
areas, restoring wetlands is important for
moderating lake levels and reducing
pollutants that negatively impact recreational uses.
The grant was awarded by the
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) through the Wetland
Restoration and Enhancement Program
(WREP). The Scott SWCD was the only
WREP grant recipient in Minnesota.
Staff is currently working with state
NRCS officials to finish developing program guidelines and details.
Both cropland and non-cropland
wetlands are eligible. So whether you’re
a farmer considering retiring wet or frequently flooded cropland or a landowner
with low areas that seem to have limited
wildlife or aesthetic value, this may be
a perfect opportunity.
The incentive rates for cropland are
based on the tillable land value set by
the Assessor’s office. Payment is made
upon recording of a permanent conservation easement. An additional $275 to
$500 per acre is also being provided to
help offset property taxes.

Please contact the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425 to
learn more or to see if you
qualify for this program.

4-H Lego Robotics Mindstorm Club to begin Jan. 4
Are you interested in learning more about computer programming? Do you enjoy the challenge
of working with computers and robotics? The University of Minnesota Scott County 4-H Winter Lego
Robotics Mindstorm Club dates have been set! In
this program, we offer the opportunity to work with
the Lego Robotics Mindstorm kits. This class caters to beginner and intermediate levels, and is designed for 5th through 12th graders. We will be meeting on the following dates:
January 4: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office, Jordan
January 18: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Jordan High
School Lecture Room
February 1: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Scott County

Extension Office, Jordan
February 15: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office, Jordan
March 1: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office, Jordan
March 15: 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office, Jordan
The cost for the series is $40 for 4-H members
and $65 for non-members — or $10 for each individual class. We’re still looking for interested parents/adults that would like to be trained to help
teach/lead classes. For more information or to register, contact Abby Wagner at (952) 492-5410.
Space is limited – we try to limit two youth per kit
for optimal learning experience – so sign up early!

Youngsters learn many skills as they work with Legos,
computers and robotics in the Mindstorm Club.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA backs 19 million home loans
Home loan program going strong, despite tight market
With mortgage rates at historic lows, veterans and military personnel continue
to use the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) home loan program in record numbers to purchase a home or refinance their existing loans.
Since the VA Home Loan program began in 1944 as part of the original GI
Bill, VA has helped veterans by guaranteeing more than 19 million home loans,
valued at more than $1 trillion. During the past four years, the number of veterans
VA has helped purchase a home has risen by 63 percent. VA’s foreclosure rate for
the last nine quarters and serious delinquency rate for the last six quarters have
been the lowest in the housing industry, even when compared to prime loans, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association’s National Delinquency Survey.
In a time where other no-down payment programs are virtually non-existent
and mortgage credit can be difficult to obtain, veterans and servicemembers have
an avenue to obtain financing and take advantage of historically low rates through
the VA home loan program.
Most veterans, servicemembers, reservists, and National Guard members —
as well as some surviving spouses — are eligible for the program, which provides
an opportunity for borrowers to qualify for no-down payment home loans as well
as regular and interest rate-reduction refinance home loans. VA-guaranteed home
loans are made by banks and mortgage lenders, with VA ensuring payment of a
portion of the loan if the borrower fails to repay the balance.
A unique aspect of VA’s program is a commitment to help borrowers keep
their homes if they encounter financial difficulties. During the past decade, VA
loan specialists have helped more than 150,000 families hold onto their homes
when threatened by foreclosure.
VA’s loan specialists can intervene on a veteran’s behalf with the loan servicer
to explore home-retention options, including repayment plans, loan modifications,
and forbearance. When home retention is not an option, VA can help arrange a
compromise sale or a deed-in-lieu of foreclosure, both of which are less detrimental to borrowers than foreclosure.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Three Rivers Park District

Concertina band, harpist
to perform at The Landing
The Landing, Shakopee
Saturdays and Sundays in
December, Dec. 4 through 19
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. – Saturdays
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. – Sundays
Folkways of the Holidays
Discover the holiday traditions of
19th Century Minnesotans! Attractions
include trolleys pulled by Percheron
horses, costumed interpreters, and tours
of homes with culturally distinct decorations, crafts, and folk art performances. Dress for the weather! Last
admission is one hour before close. Enter park through the Visitor Center at the
main (east) entrance. Cost: $5 ages 1864; $3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Children
under 2 free.
**Schedule of Entertainment**
December 11: Czech Area Concertina
December 12: St. Paul Czech and
Slovak Dancers
December 18: Village Christmas
Pageant; Santa Claus and Live
Reindeer Display, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
December 19: Wayzata Women’s
Chorus; Lara Swanson, harpist

New Agent Orange benefits available
The VA has begun distributing disability benefits to Vietnam veterans who
qualify for compensation under recently liberalized rules for Agent Orange exposure.
Up to 200,000 Vietnam veterans are potentially eligible to receive VA disability compensation for medical conditions recently associated with Agent Orange.
The expansion of coverage involves B-cell (or hairy-cell) leukemia, Parkinson’s
disease, and ischemic heart disease.
Providing initial payments – or increases to existing payments – to the 200,000
veterans who now qualify for disability compensation for these three conditions is
expected to take several months, but VA officials encourage all Vietnam veterans
who were exposed to Agent Orange and suffer from one of the three diseases to
make sure their applications have been submitted.
For more information on VA-guaranteed home loans, the new Agent Orange
presumptive illnesses, and other benefits, please call our office at (952) 496-8176.

Tips to help you save
energy over the holidays
One step outside is all it takes –
we’re entering the coldest time of the
year in Minnesota. Now is a perfect time
to look at steps we can take to save
money while making our home safer.
Of course, a professional furnace inspection should be made on occasion in
order to assure both safe and efficient
operation over the winter season, and
caulking and sealing cracks and leaks
around our home will also help to reduce the amount of heat (and energy)
lost over the winter. However, now that
the holiday season is upon us, it’s also
time to think about energy savings that
we can realize with our holiday lights.
Here are a few steps you should follow for your holiday lights:
• Dispose of your older incandescent lights and buy new LED (light
emitting diode) holiday lights. New
LED lights can last up to 20 years and
consume very low amounts of
energy…and they don’t contain mercury.
The website www.greenhome.com
claims that normal holiday lights used
six hours a day can cost $30 a month in

electricity, while LED holiday lights will
cost about 50 cents for that same month
— a substantial savings on your holiday
lighting costs. Another benefit to LED
lights is that they remain cool to the
touch, making their use on Christmas
trees much safer than traditional lights.
• Turn on your holiday lights for
no more than six hours per day (to reduce energy consumption). Purchase a
lighting timer to turn lights on and off
automatically.
• Always unplug holiday lights
before going to bed or leaving the house.
Another green option for holiday
lights is fluorescent tube lights. Lowwatt, low-energy decorative bulbs are
another fun alternative. Flame-style
bulbs are great for electric menorahs and
fireplace candle displays.
Finally, one of the great new green
holiday lighting ideas involves the use
of solar-powered holiday lights. Solar
powered holiday lights will burn
brightly, turn on automatically at night,
and have all the adjustable modes of
twinkling and flashing. Best of all,
there’s no outside electricity needed.

Historical homes display traditional
holiday decorations and foods.

Friday, December 17; 5 - 8 p.m.
Folkways by Candlelight
Celebrate the holiday season with an
evening visit to the 1800s village of
Eagle Creek. Candlelight will lead the
way to homes on the Town Square,
where costumed residents will share their
holiday traditions.
Join the carolers as they walk the
village streets. A Christmas Pageant will
be held in the Town Hall at 6:30 p.m.
Park and enter from the West Entrance.
Dress for the weather and a winter
evening stroll. Park and enter from the
west entrance. Last admission is one
hour before close. Cost: $5 ages 18-64;
$3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 free.
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Cross-country ski trails – At Cleary
Lake, there are 5.5 miles of traditional
and skating trails, with three miles
lighted. Lights are on from 5 to 7 a.m.
and from sunset to 10 p.m. every day,
and the trails are groomed daily. Ski
rental is available at the visitor center.
A cross-country ski pass is required for
all skiers age 12 and older: $50
seasonal ($25 for additional household
members) or $4 daily. Ski passes can
be purchased at the visitor center or
online at www.threerivers parks.org.
Winter Walking – Cleary has three
miles of unlighted paved trail; dogs
are allowed with a 6-foot nonretractable leash. Lighted turf (ski)
trails are available for walking until
there is measurable snowfall. Lights
are on from 5 to 7 a.m. and from
sunset to 10 p.m. daily. There is no fee
to use any of these trails.

A skijoring/dogsledding trail and offleash dog area allow dogs and their
owners to enjoy the winter at Cleary
Lake Regional Park.

Dog Exercise Area Passes – The 35acre fenced off-leash dog area is very
popular. 2011 passes are available at
the visitor center or online: $35 annual
or $5 daily (daily also can be
purchased at pay box).
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
Cross-country ski trails (12 miles/
19.4K) -- These challenging, groomed
trails are for advanced-level skiing and
ski-skating. The trails have a
reputation for challenge and
exhilaration. The trails feature steep
uphill grades and downhill runs
through thick woods. They are located
in the northeastern part of the park
reserve. Trails are open from sunrise
until sunset. A daily or annual Three
Rivers Park District ski pass is
required. Call (763) 559-6700 for
more information.
Snowmobile trail (4 miles; no trailer
parking) -- This stretch maintained by
a local trail association provides a
connection across the southern edge of
the park to an outside snowmobile trail
system.
Skijoring/dogsledding trail (3 miles)
- The designated trail is shared with
horseback riders (no snowmobiles)
and is open daylight hours. The trail is
not packed.
Horseback riding passes – Passes are
available ($35 annual or $5 daily) for
horseback riding year-round at Cleary
Lake Visitor Center or online:
www.threeriversparks.org. The $5
daily pass can also be purchased at the
trailhead drop box.
About Three Rivers Park District
Three Rivers Park District is a natural resources-based park system that
manages park reserves, regional parks,
regional trails and special-use facilities
in the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The
Park District offers facilities for every
season, including picnicking, swimming,
creative play, boating, fishing, downhill
skiing, snowboarding, golf, camping and
sledding; extensive trails for hiking, biking, in-line skating, horseback riding,
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing,
as well as program sites for nature, recreation, historic, and farm education.
Three Rivers Park District’s mission
is to promote environmental stewardship
through recreation and education in a
natural resources-based park system.
The Park District owns and operates over
27,000 acres and serves more than 5
million visitors a year.
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Historical SCENE

Spring water helped launch popular business
In 1947, a booklet produced by
Jacob Ries Bottling Works, Inc. celebrating the company’s 75th anniversary contained the quote, “We face the future
with confidence…pledging ourselves to
establish new standards of quality and
service.” Although the bottling works
sold its “secret recipe” to PepsiCo nearly
35 years ago, the company and its products remain well-known establishments
in and around Scott County. The first
story of the Scott County Historical
Society’s newest exhibit series, set to
open in April 2011, will focus on the
collectibles of the Jacob Ries Bottling
Works and Rock Spring Beverages.
Called “The Town Series,” this new exhibit series will change yearly and will
focus on a rotating schedule of historic
ventures in the different cities and towns
across the county.
Jacob Ries founded his namesake
company in 1872. Ries had moved to
Shakopee from Buffalo, New York in
1857, only three years after coming to
America from his native town of
Simmern, Luxembourg. At that time,
the city of Shakopee contained a few
humble log cabins and was barely a
speck on the map. However, Ries believed the town would become a prosperous community.
Upon settling in the area, Ries first
operated a farm at Spring Lake. He and
his wife, Josephine, moved into Shakopee in 1860, where he worked as a cabinet maker until 1865. That year, he
opened a liquor store and restaurant on
First Avenue. With a partner, Ries established a bottling works in 1872 under the name O’Leary & Ries. The following year, he bought out his partner.
The bottling works continued in a
small way at his restaurant on First Avenue until 1880. That year, two important things occurred that ensured the
growth and success of Ries’ venture: The
first was the water spring Ries tapped
and named “Rock Spring,” and the second was the construction of the first bottling works plant at the corner of Holmes
Street and Third Avenue in Shakopee.
Together, they formed the Jacob Ries
Bottling Works, Inc. The pop and water
they produced, marketed under the name
Rock Spring Beverages, eventually became known around the world.
From the very beginning, Rock
Spring products were a hit. At the 1893
Columbian Exposition (World’s Fair) in
Chicago, Rock Spring products won two
Columbian awards. When President
William Taft made a stop at the Shakopee Depot in 1911, the platform he stood
on was decorated with the fruits of the
City: corn, bricks, and Rock Spring beverages. The bottling works soon began
advertising Rock Spring products as the
“highest prize carbonated beverages.”
In addition to sparkling and table
waters, the Jacob Ries Bottling Works,
Inc. produced and distributed ginger ale,
white soda, Krabina, Rock Spring orange drink, Rock Spring root beer, Black
Jack, and Kola. It also bottled
Schweppes tonic mixer and bitter lemon
drink. In 1939, the company Christmas
card described the waters it bottled and
sold as being “…endowed with unusual
qualities. [Having] a sparkle and health
giving property which it drew from the
peculiar environment of the waters far
under the soil from which it sprung.”
As the bottling works continued to
grow, both the business and Jacob Ries
himself began to play major roles in
Shakopee’s development and politics. In
addition to the number of jobs the bottling works provided, it also fielded nu-

At right, a parade passed by the
Jacob Ries Bottling Works, Inc.
building at the corner of Holmes
Street and First Avenue in Shakopee.
Above, the Ries family gathered for
a family photo.

merous baseball teams and produced
recreational guides filled with recipes
and tips on hunting, shooting, and fishing. A strong supporter of Saint Mark’s
Catholic Church, Jacob Ries also served
as a Shakopee city council member for
12 years and mayor for two terms. Finally, as an alderman, Ries was instrumental in helping bring about the construction of the swing bridge over the
Minnesota River at Lewis Street.
In the mid-1970s, the Jacob Ries
Bottling Works, Inc. sold the “secret recipes” of its beverages to PepsiCo. The
business closed, and its main plant at the
corner of Holmes Street and Third Avenue was torn down in 1978. The name
Rock Spring, though, is still widely recognized around Scott County.

Historical Society plans events, exhibits
“Heroes Among Us: Scott County
World War II Veterans” Exhibit —
runs through August 2011. Listen to
stories told by local WWII veterans,
watch WWII video, and gain an understanding of the experiences these young
men and women endured during a pivotal period in our country’s history. This
exhibit makes the connections between
Scott County and the world at war -from the home-front to the battleground.
“GREAT SCOTT! Mysteries of Scott
County” Exhibit — runs through
April 2011.
Through stories,
photographs, artifacts, and hands-on
interactive, we delve into the questions
of where Dan Patch is buried, why holes
were being dug on farms in Belle Plaine
during the 1950s, whether an earthquake
struck New Prague in 1860, and just how
many ghosts, goblins, and other spooky
folks are roaming around the County!

Book Release Party and Signing —
Saturday, Dec. 18, 2 to 5 p.m.
Celebrate the publication of Never
Forgotten: Scott County World War II
Veterans. Author Tom Melchior will
be on-hand to sign books. Free,
refreshments provided. Book pre-sales
at SCHS, $30 plus tax.
“Picture This: Then & Now” Exhibit
opening — Thursday, Jan. 6, 6:30 - 8
p.m. Marvel at the artistic talents of
Shakopee high school students in this
“photo” exhibit with a twist. Students
were provided photos of historic sites,
which they recreated with an artistic flair.
Limited run through April 2, 2011.
Photo Preservation Program —
Thursday, Jan. 20, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Learn how to identify different
photographic processes from the
invention of photography to the present.

You’ll also learn photo handling and
storage techniques, and things to avoid
to properly preserve your images.
Participants are encouraged to bring
photos for preservation advice.
Kids Kraft -- Saturday, Jan 29, 10:30
– 11:15 a.m. Saturday morning family
fun, including a rousing good story and
craft. Free, but registration is required.
All Things Minnesota Book Club —
Third Thursday of month at 6:30 p.m.
SCHS will be closed on Dec. 24 and 25
for the Christmas holiday, and Dec. 31
and Jan. 1 for New Year’s.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical
Society. Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
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Cool plants for the holidays
Be it reasons relating to the
economy, an elevated environmental
consciousness, or merely a reason to
wear a new Snuggie™, we are lowering
the temperature in our homes. We can
easily compensate for the cool temperatures, but what about our plants?
As we enter the holiday season,
many plant lovers like to use blooming
plants to brighten and add seasonal cheer
to the interior of our homes. Nearly all
of the holiday favorites will perform well
for a while, but then will begin to languish. We are fortunate, however, that
there are some blooming holiday plants
that actually thrive in cool, or even cold,
temperatures. Generally, temperatures
above freezing, but below 50° Fahrenheit are considered cold, and temperatures between 50° and 65° Fahrenheit
are considered cool. Even some plants
(like the poinsettia) that prefer warmer
temperatures will do quite well in a
cooler environment if they are kept from
cold drafts and are not overwatered.

Cyclamens
There are not many of us that keep
our homes below 50° Fahrenheit, but if
we did, cyclamens would be happy. The
florist cyclamen, Cyclamen persicum,
prefers night temperatures of 40° to 50°
Fahrenheit and daytime temperatures
below 65° Fahrenheit. These plants, with
their large backswept petals in colors
ranging from pastel pinks and lilacs to
deep red and snow white, make beautiful, showy accent plants. The flowers are
borne on upright stems that extend above
attractive heart-shaped, silver mottled
leaves. To prolong the blooming period,
select a plant that has only a few flowers open, but many buds.
Cyclamens grow from tubers. They
will rot easily if improperly watered so
they should be watered from the bottom
or, when watered from the top, use care
to keep water from the crown of the
plant. Allow the surface of the soil to
dry slightly before you water, but do not
wait until the plant begins to wilt. If
placed in a room with cold to cool temperatures, bright light and when watered
properly, cyclamen plants can be expected to remain attractive for up to two
months.

Azaleas
Indoor azaleas (Rhododendron) —
with their masses of double or semidouble flowers in colors including white,
pinks, salmons, reds, and bicolors —
make a commanding holiday accent.
With optimum temperatures of 45° to
55° Fahrenheit at night and up to 68°
Fahrenheit during the day, azaleas will
remain attractive for a month or more.
When selecting an azalea plant for your
home, do not be tempted to purchase a
beauty in full bloom, but rather one that
has a few flowers open and color showing in most of the buds. Azaleas need to
be kept constantly moist and should be
watered thoroughly whenever the soil in
the pot feels dry to the touch. Azalea
plants will drop their leaves if allowed
to get too dry or if they are placed in a
room with low humidity. For maximum
performance, place your azalea where it
receives at least four hours of bright,
indirect light each day. An indoor azalea in full bloom is truly a living bouquet.

Orchids
Orchids immediately bring
to mind the tropics and warm
temperatures,
and thus are often
overlooked when
we are looking for cool temperature
plants. However, orchids are an extremely diverse group of plants and there
are representatives that will fit nearly
every indoor condition, including cool
temperatures. Once considered humid
greenhouse plants that were difficult to
grow under home conditions, there are
species that actually require less care
than some of our more common indoor
plants. Improved breeding techniques
have increased their availability and lowered their cost so that we can now readily
enjoy these exquisite, long lasting flowers in our homes. There are at least seven
genera of orchids that are classified as
cool temperature orchids. Of these, try
a Cymbidium or Pahiopedilum orchid
for the holidays. A Cymbidium orchid
plant in bloom with a huge spray of

WWII films to be shown
The Scott County Historical Society and Scott County Library System have teamed up to host a Greatest Generation Film Series from
January through May 2011. On the first and third Tuesdays of each month,
we will screen films with a World War II theme at libraries throughout
Scott County. Staff from the Scott County Historical Society will give a
brief background on the film, actors, and topic prior to the screening;
light refreshments will be provided by local Friends of the Library organizations.
Join us in January as we kick off the film series with two Academy
Award® winning movies. (Our movie license prohibits us from publishing the titles of the films, but just visit or call the Scott County Historical
Society at 952-445-0378 or any Scott County library to find out the titles.)
Tuesday, January 4, at 6:30 p.m. at the Shakopee Library (952233-9590): Enjoy some belly laughs with this Navy comedy.
Tuesday, January 18, at 2:00 p.m. at the Prior Lake Library (952447-3375): An epic tale of Japanese prisoners of war.

beautiful waxy flowers will make an
outstanding accent or gift. There are both
standard and miniature forms of Cymbidiums. Their narrow leaved foliage
and large sprays of flowers need room,
making the miniatures a better fit in most
homes. Paphiopedilum or lady slipper
orchids are terrestrial orchids and require
less light than many of the other orchids.
There are two main groups of
Paphiopedilums: Those with variegated
or mottled leaves, which require warmer
temperatures; and those with green
leaves, which require cool growing conditions. Their beautiful flowers with their
distinctive pouches may last two months
or more under good conditions. Because
Paphiopedilums grow naturally on the
forest floor, they require a potting medium that contains some peat moss with
the bark, and less light than do the Cymbidiums.

Christmas Cactus
The
Christmas
cactus
(Schlumbergia) is a beautiful plant that
enjoys bright indirect light and cool temperatures, particularly when in bloom.
Warm temperatures or drafts will cause
the flowers and buds to drop prematurely. Purchase a plant that has many
buds that are showing color, and then
place it where it receives bright light
without high temperatures. Purchasing
a Christmas cactus can be a long term
investment – some specimens have been
in families for 30 years or more. Hybrids have been developed that produce
flowers in colors ranging from red, pink,
magenta, white, and even yellow. They
are not true cacti, but are epiphytes similar to many bromeliads and orchids. The
soil should be kept moist, but allowed
to dry slightly between waterings.
Christmas cactus plants can be frustrating because the flowering period is
affected by both day length and temperatures, and it may be difficult to get them
to bloom during the holidays. To initiate
flowering, they require short days of less
than 12 hours of light and temperatures
of less than 68° Fahrenheit. At temperatures of less than 55° Fahrenheit, the
buds will form regardless of day length.

If your room only drops to 60° or 65° at
night, you need to cover the cactus or
put it in a dark closet for at least 12 hours
each night to trigger blooming. Unfortunately, a plant grown at temperatures
above 70° Fahrenheit probably will not
flower regardless of the day length.

Norfolk Island Pine
This list would be remiss if it did
not include a non-blooming plant, the
Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria). This
conifer, with its whorls of flat branches
covered with short, dark green needles,
can be an accent plant – and may even
serve as a replacement for the family
Christmas tree.
Norfolk Island Pine can be a beautiful focal plant in your home if you have
a place where it receives bright light for
at least part of the day. They will tolerate lower light for a while, but if not returned to bright light, the branches will
droop and the new growth will be weak
and pale colored. The most common
problems Norfolk Island Pine face indoors are browning needles and dropping lower branches. Usually they can
be attributed to hot dry air, low humidity, or allowing the soil to dry excessively before watering.
Too much fertilizer can also contribute to needle drop and branch loss. It
can be difficult to control the humidity
in the home, but careful watering will
help compensate for low humidity. Keep
the soil moist but not saturated, and
water the plant whenever the soil surface feels dry. Like many of our indoor
plants, the lower light intensity and the
cooler temperatures of winter make it
imperative that these plants are not
overwatered.
A home with cool room temperatures need not be a home without blooming plants during the holidays. Well
known favorites like cyclamens, azaleas
and the long time favorite Christmas
cactus welcome the cooler temperatures,
as do some of the newcomers like orchids. Of course, we can always add the
“enjoy and toss” plants like poinsettias,
hydrangeas, and mums for more temporary bursts of color.
For more information on growing
these or any other indoor plants go to
www.extension.umn.edu/gardeninginfo/
or call the Scott County Master Gardener
Yard & Garden Line at (952) 466-5308.
Source: Carl Hoffman, University
of Minnesota Extension Horticulturist

