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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Free tax
preparation
services
offered
Learning the three Rs
CLIMB Theatre educates about
reducing, reusing, recycling.
Page 3

Don’t cause a stink!
Waste management is
essential for animal owners;
learn what to do.
Page 7

Did you know that qualifying individuals may receive free help preparing federal and state tax returns
at locations across Minnesota? You
are eligible for this assistance if any
of the following are true:
x You are a senior citizen;
x You are disabled;
x You speak limited or no
English; or
x Your income is $30,000
or less for individuals
(or $50,000 or less for
families).
Help with your current tax return
is available during the tax season,
from early February through the due
date (typically, April 15). When
you visit the preparer, you should
bring any statements, forms, receipts, or other documentation that
show income you received, taxdeductible expenses, and property
tax or rental payments you made.
The list below includes the records
needed most often; you may disregard any that don’t apply to you.


Social Security cards (or

TAX PREPARATION to Page 5

A stroll through time
The 40th Annual Folkways of the Holidays offers visitors to The Landing in
Shakopee the opportunity to experience the traditions and cultures of past
holiday seasons as they were celebrated by Minnesota pioneers. See Page 9
for more information about events featured at The Landing.

Conservation Leaders of 2012 named
Outdoor winter fun
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Three Rivers Parks provide
activities to end “cabin fever.”
Pages 8 & 9

Whipps family takes top state and local honors
John and Mary Whipps have
been in the news a lot lately for
their conservation efforts. In fact,
on Dec.4 the Jordan couple was selected from almost 70 county entries
throughout Minnesota as the 2012
Outstanding Conservationists of the
Year! The award was presented by
The Farmer magazine staff at the
Minnesota Association of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts annual
convention in Bloomington. And locally, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District named John, Mary
and daughters Rebecca (Wiseman)
and Hayley as its top Conservation
Leaders of 2012 in Scott County!
The Conservation Leaders Program was launched in 2011 to annually recognize superior conservation efforts among individuals, cities and government and businesses.
Recently, the local winners in four
categories and an overall Conservation Leader were selected from
hundreds of nominations. John and
Mary Whipps of Jordan were selected as the overall 2012 Scott SWCD
Conservation Leaders of the Year,
receiving an honorary plaque and
outdoor signage for their property.
The 2012 Scott SWCD Conservation Leaders include:

John and Mary Whipps, along with daughters Rebecca (Wiseman) and
Hayley, were selected from almost 70 county entries from throughout the
state as Minnesota’s 2012 Outstanding Conservationists of the Year.

John and Mary Whipps, Jordan -Ag Category and Overall Winner
Marshwatch Farms, Shakopee -Business Category
City of Savage -- Government
Category
Shirley and Todd Lindsey, Savage
-- Urban/Lakeshore Category.
All were recognized and honored
at the Scott SWCD appreciation

event in early December. These Conservation Leaders were chosen for the
positive impacts they’ve had on our
environment through conservation
projects they’ve completed and their
community involvement, leadership
and other activities that focus on beauti¿cation, recreation, conservation and
education in Scott County. All received
CONSERVATION LEADERS to Page 4
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Involvement, cooperation are critical
In the last issue of the SCENE, I focused on all of the good news in Scott
County – looking back at the many accomplishments of the past year. As I write
this column, we are heading into the holiday season and then onto the New Year.
Now, perhaps more than ever, we should look optimistically to what lies ahead.
I know it’s challenging to be upbeat or optimistic with the ³¿scal cliff´ looming,
an almost certain de¿cit in the state’s budget, and what certainly appears to be a
federal government locked in dysfunction.
However, with 2013 at the door, it’s the perfect time to consider what we want,
where we want to be, and how we move closer to our goals in the year ahead. As
a strong and vibrant community, I believe we are being pulled into our future not
by the issues or dysfunctions that may surround us, but by our choices, attitudes,
and intentions. As both a community and an organization, Scott County is both
blessed and unique.
We are blessed by having citizens that don’t just sit back and wait but get involved. First, our citizens believe in and support our representative democracy
by voting. Consistently, Scott County has one of the highest levels of voter turnout in the nation. %ut of perhaps greater signi¿cance, residents attend community
meetings, provide their input, and give us feedback. Additionally, on an impressive scale, they ¿nd out what they can do and volunteer their time, energy, and
often money to make this a great community for everyone.
We are also unique because we have local leaders and local governments that
are not merely functional, but cooperative, collaborative, and focused on creating a safe, healthy, and livable community. The concept of “government without
borders´ and the mantra “working together to strengthen each other´ are not just
catchy phrases in Scott County – they are our guiding principles. Local governments and other leaders within our County understand that if we are to succeed,
we must make the most of our limited resources and fully engage the spirit of our
community. And from these commitments, two of the keys to our current and
future successes were born: the Scott County Association for Leadership and Ef¿ciency (SCALE) and Families and Individuals Sharing Hope (FISH).
Through SCALE, local governments have found ways to collaborate in providing a vast array of services. From sharing equipment to computer systems and
applications, from ¿ber optic communications infrastructure to a well-used public
safety training center -- and now a single, centralized of¿ce to aid all member
entities in promoting economic development and vitality within our communities
-- SCALE has saved hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars. But the true value
of SCALE has been in the ability of the organization to build relationships among
our local governments and elected of¿cials.
And through FISH, a partnership has been formed within the community to
focus attention on human needs within our communities. These needs are often
outside the ability of an individual organization or local government to meet. By
creating a community partnership among our faith communities, local governments, service groups, the business sector, nonpro¿ts, and citizens, FISH is making it possible to collectively meet many of these human needs -- while also providing insight and relationship building among its many partners that will enable
even greater future interactions.
So as we celebrate the holiday season, I would offer a few thoughts on how
we might move closer, together, to our goals of having a safe, healthy, and livable
community:
Get involved, if you’re not already ¿nd something of interest to you and your
family and volunteer your time. Whether once a week or once a month, every
little bit helps.
Get to know your neighbors. Building a strong community is both an individual and a team effort. So get to know your neighbors and make it a goal to
make your community a better place to live.
Support your local businesses. Try to shop at local businesses when you can.
Local businesses not only help the local economy, they help to create a hometown
and welcoming atmosphere.
Get to know your local leaders. Know the people who are running your city,
township, County, and state -- and let them know your thoughts.
I hope everyone has a happy and safe holiday season, and blessings to all for
a happy, healthy and prosperous 2013!

Customer service hours
Scott County’s customer service counter at the Government
Center is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Anyone with questions can also call (952) 496-8150.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through February 2013*
December 18
December 25
December 31

----

County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29

------

no meeting
Regular Annual County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board Workshop

February 5
-County Board meeting
February 12
-no meeting
February 19
-County Board meeting
February 26
-no meeting
* Please note – These dates are tentative until the Board formally adopts
WKHVFKHGXOHDWWKH¿UVWPHHWLQJRIVRSOHDVHFKHFNWKHZHEVLWH ZZZ
co.scott.mn.us) for the adopted schedule after January 8.
The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board
meetings, contact the County Administration of¿ce at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or via e-mail at (952) 496-8601. For
more information regarding a speci¿c committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,´ then “Citizen Advisory Committees´ or “Boards Commissions.´ Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
$OO+D]DUGV&RPPLWWHH YDFDQFLHV Currently, there are two at-large vacancies on this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the
events of September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations
throughout Scott County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency
andor disaster incidents and events. The identi¿ed goals of the committee are
that all stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and
capabilities of each and all response agencies; to reduce unnecessary duplication
of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee meets on the third
Thursday of every other month from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (2 vacancies).
Currently, there are two vacancies on this commission in Commissioner Districts
3 and 4. The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public
hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits, interim
use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for
approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County
(all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings and makes
decisions on variance requests. These Boards meet the second Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.
&RPPXQLW\ &RUUHFWLRQV$GYLVRU\ %RDUG  YDFDQF\   There is currently
one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens.
There are ¿ve citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Persons of
color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
([WHQVLRQ&RPPLWWHH YDFDQF\ Currently, there is one vacancy on this
committee in Commissioner District 3. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing
budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality
of life and to enhance the economy and environment through education, applied
research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets
four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.).
+XPDQ 6HUYLFHV 5HVRXUFH &RXQFLO  YDFDQFLHV   The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are ¿ve vacancies on the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts
2, 3, and 4. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms.
The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers
and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
3DUNV$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQ YDFDQF\ Currently, there is one vacancy on
this Committee in Commissioner 4. The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected of¿cials in the area
of parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Members advise

COMMISSIONERS” CORNER to next page
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CLIMB Theatre educates, entertains
Programs focus on informing students about wise use of resources
Scott County has been a recycling
leader in the state for several years,
with many businesses and residents doing an excellent job of recycling and using resources wisely. One way we differ from other counties is our emphasis
on educating our youth.
For over 15 years, Scott County Environmental Health has been providing
environmental education to area students by contracting with a company
called CLIMB Theatre. CLIMB Theatre is a not-for-pro¿t teaching company located in Inver Grove Heights;
programs are funded through grants
from the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency.
CLIMB presents information to students in a format that is fun, exciting,
interactive, and educational through
classroom sessions, plays, and outdoor
education. The environmental programs focus on teaching students proper solid waste management, the Three
5s ³5educe, 5euse, 5ecycle´ , and
greenhouse gas reduction. Our hope
is to educate and motivate students to
become active in their community on
environmental issues and to pass this
information onto their siblings and parents. Respecting and maintaining our
environment leads to a healthier and
more sustainable community.
This year, we are again contracting
with CLIMB Theatre to present environmental education to all schools in
Scott County (reaching approximately
15,000 students).

Belle Plaine works
to localize FISH

Scott County students learn about proper solid waste management, the
Three Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), and greenhouse gas reduction through
plays presented by CLIMB Theatre.

)ODVKEDFN WKLUG WKURXJK VL[WK
graders) -- The future in which Dax
lives is not a pleasant place. Tired of
getting oxygen through a mechanical
device, tired of the heat and parched
landscape, Dax discovers a way to travel back in time to our present. Dax sees
people have a way to preserve the environment through conservation of resources and the ³Three Rs.´ Learn how
Dax convinces people to change their
practices and change the future!

eighth graders) – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
won the Nobel Peace Prize for its work
on researching and spreading the facts
about global warming. CLIMB’s engaging class uses that information to
challenge students to consider where
their opinions on global warming came
from, and to encourage students to do
their own research to form their opinion. Students are left with this important message: Regardless of your
opinion on global climate change, it is
The Adventures of Can Man ¿IWK everyone’s responsibility to take care of
DQGVL[WKJUDGHVRXWGRRUHGXFDWLRQ the environment.
6SDFH
%DE\
.LQGHUJDUWHQ -- Can Man might not be a cool superParticipating students will see
through second graders) -- When a hero, but he knows a lot about waste a 50-minute performance. CLIMB
spaceship crashes in her back yard, a disposal. That’s a good thing, because is scheduled to present to students
precocious third-grader named Clara is Lydia -- a harried mother and business- throughout the school year, so your
suddenly tasked with looking after Far- woman -- knows almost nothing. With child may have already seen the play.
gyGo, an other-worldly toddler. Clara the help of his gang sidekicks, Can Man For more information on CLIMB Themay know a lot about taking care of will teach Lydia how to reduce, reuse, atre, visit their website at www.climb.
a two-year-old, but she needs to learn and recycle!
org. For more information on other
more about taking care of her planet!
educational programming, please call
2XU *OREDO (IIHFW VL[WK WKURXJK (952) 496-8477.

Belle Plaine community members
are revved up about FISH in a very local way. Beginning in August, Families
and Individuals Sharing Hope (FISH)
set out to engage leaders to identify
needs in the Belle Plaine area and increase awareness about the FISH network. Since then, a committed team of
individuals from Belle Plaine -- representing faith, local government, business, schools, and concerned citizens
-- has been meeting to create strategies
to support the community.
“The community-based model is
effective because it con¿rms that the
experts in the area are the people who
live there,´ said Beth Loechler, Executive Director of FISH. “As long as
their goals align with the overall mission, we can support their initiatives
and establish a strong network of FISH
ambassadors.´ Loechler explained that
some immediate objectives the group
has identi¿ed are to raise awareness
through multiple sectors, identify persons in need of mentoring, and create
a community collaboration project to
connect people to available services.
Karen Borreson-Berg was elected
Chair of the Belle Plaine group. Borreson-Berg is a volunteer at Southern
Valley Alliance for Battered Women.
The Vice Chair, Betsy Ollhoff, developed and currently manages the Belle
Plaine Food Shelf. St. John parishioner
Marcy Ritsch is the secretary.
According to FISH Chair Jon Ulrich,
the Belle Plaine citizens have shown
great enthusiasm for the FISH concept.
“They have really shown up in an impressive way,´ Ulrich said. “We believe
this model will help FISH partners
meet needs of individuals and we look
forward to replicating the community
model in other areas of Scott County.´

Commissioners’ Corner
Continued from Page 2
the County Board on program priorities
and planning for parks, trails, and open
space, and review and recommend proposed annual work plans and budgets.
Commission members represent the
citizens of Scott County and as such,
serve as community ambassadors. The
Parks Advisory Commission meets the
¿rst Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake WaterVKHG'LVWULFW YDFDQFLHV The Prior
Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District
Board of Managers provides technical
reviews of land development proposals; coordinates its water management
responsibilities with local units of government; and furnishes information to
local units of government and the public
about protecting the District’s special
natural resources. The Board meets the
second Tuesday of every month at 2:30
p.m. Members must reside within the
Watershed District.
Scott Watershed Management
2UJDQL]DWLRQ
:02  3ODQQLQJ
&RPPLVVLRQ YDFDQFLHV Currently,
there are vacancies representing the following areas: the Southwest portion;
the Credit River Watershed; and the
Shakopee Basin. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews
and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program
priorities; the implementation of the
Comprehensive Water Resource Man-

agement Plan; and associated program
gorals and projects. The commission
consists of seven members representing
speci¿c watershed areas.
Commissioner Districts:
x 'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU-RH
Wagner) -- The Cities of Belle
Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1
and 2), New Prague (precinct
2), and Shakopee (precinct 5);
and Belle Plaine, Blakeley,
Helena, Jackson, Louisville,
St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
x 'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU
Tom Wolf) – The Cities of
Elko New Market and Prior
Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and
Cedar Lake, Credit River,
New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
x 'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU
Dave Menden) – The City of
Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8,
12A, and 12B.
x 'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU
Barbara Marschall) – The
Cities of Prior Lake (precincts
1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11
and 13).
x 'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU
Jon Ulrich) – The City of
Savage.

Farm SCENE
Farm Advisory Board seeks members
Are you interested in becoming more active in the County’s agricultural community? Do you want to learn more about sustainable ag methods and natural
resource protection? Consider joining the Farm Advisory Board! The FAB meets
on a Tuarterly basis to discuss topics that range from ¿lter strips to planned transportation corridors, from establishing a “food policy council´ to providing input
on various Comprehensive Plans. Currently, the members of the FAB include
Jennifer Jensen (Sand Creek); Rob Casey (Credit River); Don Crofut and William Busacher (Spring Lake); Gerald Williams (Cedar Lake); Ted Kornder and
Jim Schwingler (St. Lawrence); Ann Houghton, Dave Minar, Florence Minar, and
Jim Prokes (Helena); Heidi Morlock (Belle Plaine); and Laura Kieser (University
of Minnesota Extension Service). Commissioners Joe Wagner (District 1), Tom
Wolf (District 2), and Dave Menden (District 3) also attend.
If you’re interested on participating with (or just learning more about) the Farm
Advisory Board, please contact Ann at (612) 483-1394 or via e-mail at houghtonweir@frontiernet.net. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 3,
from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Highway Department Facility on Highway 282.

Meet Gerald Williams

If you haven’t heard the name “Gerald Williams,´ you likely haven’t lived in
Scott County very long! From his scores of years of service on the Cedar Lake
Township Board, the New Prague Rural Fire Board, and the Scott County Association for Leadership and Ef¿ciency, Gerald has been an active member of the larger
Scott County community for virtually his entire life.
And speaking of life-long endeavors, Gerald and his wife still reside on the
family farm, where – since his retirement – he helps his son farm more than 1200
acres of corn and beans, 100 acres of grass hay, and raise 50 hears of steer.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Vital statistics -- birth and death records
In Public Health, data are very important to what we do. Collected data give us
information about the health of our populations; access to health services; numbers of live births, deaths, communicable disease rates; health problems by a variety of demographics; and information about the health needs to build a healthier
community.
Each year, the Minnesota Health Statistics division provides an annual summary
report of the previous year. The report is a broad range of summary statistical data
for the state of Minnesota, as well as county-level data that provides information
about live births, fertility, infant mortality and fetal deaths, general mortality, marriage and divorce, and population. $ lot of data is identi¿ed from birth and death
records, along with marriage and divorce certi¿cates. Some data are collected from
mandated reportable diseases. (The summary data is available to anyone at the
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) website at www.health.state.mn.us.)
Many individuals are also interested in obtaining a copy of birth and deaths
records for their own information and personal use. The 2f¿ce of the State 5egistrar maintains birth and death records for the state of Minnesota. Births have been
registered electronically since 2001, and deaths since 1997. State birth records start
in 1900, and death records in 1908.
The 2f¿ce of the State 5egistrar does not have walN-in service any longer. $ll
requests must be made by mail, e-mail, or fax. Fees are required for all services at
the time of application and are non-refundable (Minnesota Statute 144.226). However, walN-in service is available at county issuance of¿ces.
2EWDLQLQJD%LUWK&HUWL¿FDWH
x <ou can get a birth certi¿cate only if you have tangible interest.
x Some records are con¿dential and can only be obtained by certain people.
x Valid ID is required.
x The fee is $26. If you order more than one copy, each additional copy of
the same record is $19. Fees are non-refundable.
In Scott County, you can receive a certi¿cate by visiting Customer Services at
the Government Center (200 Fourth Avenue West in Shakopee). You can receive
birth certi¿cates for records 1900-present in any county local issuance of¿ce. Pre1900 records are available only in the county of birth.
<RXPD\DOVRDSSO\E\HPDLOID[RUPDLO to the Minnesota 2f¿ce of the State
Registrar for records 1900-present. The application must be signed and dated in
front of a notary public. Payment is accepted by credit card (MasterCard, VISA, or
Discover), check or money order and is deposited upon receipt. Allow 2-3 weeks for
processing.

By e-mail. You can scan and e-mail your application to health.insurance@state.
mn.us. A raised notary seal must be shaded by pencil.
By fax. You can fax your application to (651) 201-5740 or (651) 201-5750. Do
ŶŽƚ ĨĂǆ ŝƚ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ŽŶĐĞ͖ ĞĂĐŚ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ ǁŝůů ďĞ ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞĚ ĂƐ Ă ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͘ A
raised notary seal must be shaded by pencil.
By mail. You can mail your application to: Minnesota Department of Health,
Central Cashiering – Vital Records, PO Box 64499, Saint Paul, Minnesota,
55164-0499.
A QRQFHUWL¿HGFRS\ is a plain paper copy of a birth record. 1on-certi¿ed copies are for informational use only and cannot be used for legal purposes. If you need
a certi¿cate for legal use, please follow the instructions for birth certi¿cates.
Anyone can get non-certi¿ed copy of a public birth record. Some records are
con¿dential and can be issued only to certain people. If you request a copy of a con¿dential record, you must sign and date your application in front of a notary public.
If you are the mother listed on the record, you can request a copy that includes
medical information if the birth occurred in 2001 or later. If you request medical
information you must sign and date your application in front of a notary public.
x Complete an application.
x If the record you want is con¿dential or if you are the mother asking
for a copy with medical information, you must sign your application in
front of a notary public.
x The fee is $13. If you order more than one copy, each additional copy of
the same record is $6. Fees are non-refundable.
x If no birth record can be found, you will receive a “Statement of No
Birth Record Found.´
2EWDLQLQJD'HDWK&HUWL¿FDWHV
x You can obtain a death certi¿cate only if you have tangible interest.
x Valid ID is required.
x The fee is $13. If you order more than one copy, each additional copy of
the same record is $6. Fees are non-refundable.
x If no death record can be found, you will receive a certi¿ed “Statement of
No Death Record Found.´
The process for obtaining a death certi¿cate is the same as above for birth
certi¿cates. However, pre-1908 records are available only in the county of death.

RADON TEST KITS

Testing for radon is easy! And now you can save money by
purchasing a test kit from Scott County. Contact the Environmental
Health Department at (952) 496-8475 for more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Conservation leaders
commemorative outdoor signage to post
on their property.
John and Mary Whipps of Jordan were selected as the overall 2012
Scott SWCD Conservation Leaders of
the Year, receiving an honorary plaque.
They were selected as the winners in the
agriculture category, and also named
one of the top eight Minnesota conservationists in The Farmer magazine’s
Outstanding Conservationist of the Year
Award, sponsored by the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD).
Fourth-generation owners of 80
acres near Sand Creek, the couple
worked with Scott SWCD staff to restore roughly 16 acres of native prairie
near an erosion-susceptible ravine. By
restoring the prairie, they staved off further water damage and soil washouts.
After this project was completed, erosion levels dropped from 14.3 tons per
year to zero!
In addition, the couple repaired a
deeply eroding ravine with help from
the Scott SWCD staff in 2011. Over
the years, they’ve worked to improve
their woodlands, and make sure trees
and grasses buffer the banks along the
bluff and the Sand Creek tributary that
cuts through their land. They’ve also
planted deep-rooted native grasses and
wildÀowers, reducing wind erosion and
soil loss. John and Mary also restored
two small wetlands, providing wood
ducks and geese with nesting and feeding areas.
Marshwatch Farms
Joe and Terrie Adams of Shakopee
own Marshwatch Farms, a Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) operation near Shakopee that sells shares of
its vegetables, herbs, and other produce
to hundreds of members. Marshwatch
Farms is a living, breathing example of
organic, natural resource-focused farming at its best – no-mow ditch areas for
wildlife nesting; a living snow fence
of dogwoods, honeysuckle, and cedars
along Highway 282; hoop houses for
longer growing seasons; drip irrigation
(water-saving) practices; year-round
ground cover; no herbicides and pesticides; ¿lter strips that protect Geis /ake
from runoff; living green mulch, crop
rotations, and organic compost… to
name a few.
When the couple bought this property, they connected with Scott SWCD
and NRCS staff to create this natural,
wildlife-friendly farm, utilizing programs like EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives Program), SAFE (State
Acres for Wildlife Enhancement) and
CRP (Conservation Reserve Program).
They also enhanced 4.5 acres of prairie
along the lake and cleared debris from
the 88-acre woods.They were chosen as
2010 Scott SWCD Land Stewards.
City of Savage
The City of Savage has made protecting natural resources a high priority. Working with Scott SWCD staff,
the City has done an excellent job stabilizing eroding ravines and intermittent streams that drain directly into the
Credit River.
Most visible, the Environmental
Learning Center is one of the jewels of
the City’s conservation efforts.
Partnerships are important to the
City of Savage, as evidenced by their
partnerships with Scott SWCD staff
and the Scott Watershed Management
Organization. Through the Department
of Natural Resources, the City supports
monitoring observation wells in the
Savage Fen and is also part of the Scott
Clean Water Education Program.
Most recently, Savage partnered
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with the City of Prior Lake on a program to dispose of leaves, tree branches, and grass clippings. For over a year
now, Savage residents have been able
to drop off yard waste at Prior Lake’s
Public Works facility at no charge; the
yard waste materials are then transferred to the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community’s Organics Recycling Facility.
For the last 20 years, the City and its
residents have celebrated Arbor Day by
planting more than 500 trees each year.
In addition, volunteers have planted
hundreds more trees and completed a
number of restoration projects within
the City, recently clearing buckthorn
along the Eagle Creek corridor.
As a recipient of a Clean Water Fund
grant administered through the SWCD,
the City continued with a long-term
restoration of a remnant forest to presettlement conditions (maple-basswood
forest) at the McColl Pond ELC.
Shirley and Todd Lindsay
Shirley and Todd Lindsey live on
West 144th Street in the City of Savage,
bordering Credit River. Environmentally conscientious in their daily lives, it
concerned the couple when they noticed
the streambank washing away and sediment polluting the river. They turned to
the Scott SWCD staff because of this
extreme sedimentation that was migrating outside the Àoodplain against a 30foot high hill.
The Lindsays decided to move ahead
with a project aimed at strengthening
the toe of the stream with rock riprap.
Part of the project also included reshaping the side slopes so they were Àatter
and would stand up better to the Àowing
water. Dogwood live stakes and bareroot seedlings were added to the area
above the riprap to anchor the soil in
place. Grass seeding and erosion control blankets were also used to shore
up the site until permanent vegetation
was established. Funding for this major
project came from the Scott Watershed
Management Organization, the Minnesota State Cost-Share Program, and the
Lindseys. When this project was completed, soil loss was reduced from 17
tons per year to zero!
The Lindseys were also among the
¿rst residents to showcase the bene¿ts
of rain barrels, purchasing ¿ve through
the Scott SWCD sale. They continue to
catch rainwater and re-use it for car and
window washing, gardening, and some
of their wildÀower and native grass
plantings. They are supporters of the
Scott SWCD tree program, having purchased trees three of the last four years.
For more information…
If you would like to nominate your
favorite Conservation Leader in Scott
County, go to the Scott SWCD website
(www.scottswcd.org) and ¿ll out an online nomination form. The deadline for
2013 nominations is Oct. 11, 2013. For
questions, call the Scott SWCD of¿ce in
Jordan at (952) 492-5425.

A Special Thanks To…
Gold ($100) Sponsors
Art Johnson Trucking, Inc.; Bryan
Rock Products; Chard Tiling Excavating, Inc.; Fish Lake Sportsmen’s
Club; Radermacher’s Super Valu; Rahr
Malting Co.; Scott County Pheasants
Forever Chapter #125; Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community; Wolf
Motors.
Silver ($50) Sponsors
Greenhead Turf Management; Lions
Tap, Inc.
Bronze ($25) Sponsors
Cemstone; HomeTown Bank; M.S.
Excavating, Inc.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Sign up now for new emergency
QRWL¿FDWLRQV\VWHP&RGH5('
6FRWW&RXQW\KDVDGGHGDQRWKHUWRROWRRXUSXEOLFVDIHW\³WRROER[´E\XVLQJD
QHZPDVVQRWL¿FDWLRQV\VWHPFDOOHGCodeRED.
This system is designed to help keep you informed of both emergency and general information that may impact your safety. The County, cities, and the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community may use the system to send messages they feel
are important for you to know. Such information may include incidents such as
missing children or at-risk adults, evacuation notices, or other potential risks to
public safety.
Severe weather noti¿cations may also be sent when your home or business location is threatened by a severe thunderstorm, tornado, Àash Àood, or winter storm
warning. Warnings will be delivered as soon as an alert is issued by the National
Weather Service. Noti¿cations may be sent any time of day, depending on the severity of the situation. Weather noti¿cations are more speci¿c than the traditional
county-based warnings you may hear on your weather radio or see on television,
so you may not receive a weather alert unless you are located in the exact area of
the warning.
Weather warnings are available to all Scott County residents as a part of this
new noti¿cation system but please remember that you will be required to opt-in
for this part of the service. Some people are not interested in receiving phone calls
about severe weather, but if you want to be noti¿ed, please see the information below to verify that you will get these calls or text messages. Standard text messaging
rates may apply if you elect to receive text alerts.
6RKRZFDQ\RXEHVXUH\RXUFRQWDFWLQIRUPDWLRQLVLQWKHV\VWHP" There are
several ways you can ensure you receive these important messages. One of them
is to visit the Scott County Sheriff¶s Of¿ce website at www.co.scott.mn.us3ublicSafetyJustice/CountySheriff/911communications/Pages/Code-Red.aspx. and click
on the ³CodeR('´ logo at the top of the page or on one of the links under ³+ow to
Receive Noti¿cation.´ %e sure to enroll both your landline and mobile telephone
numbers, and an e-mail address (if you have one). If you do not have internet access but would like to enroll your information, contact the emergency management
director in your city or Scott County Emergency Management at (952) 496-8381
and they will help you enroll.
+RZZLOO\RXNQRZLW¶VDFDOOIURP&RGH5('DQGQRWDWHOHPDUNHWHU"
Please note that all telephone calls will come from a toll-free telephone number.
To recognize the CodeRED call and ensure you answer it, on caller ID you will see
the number , please save the number as ³Emergency Comm´ in your
contacts. That way, you¶ll know the call is from the CodeRED emergency noti¿cation system and not a telemarketer or solicitor.
If you receive a noti¿cation, listen carefully to hear if any action is reTuired on
your part. If you want to hear the message again, simply call the number back. You
may listen to the message as many times as you’d like.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Of¿ce wants to make sure you receive these messages by doing the following:
x Enroll to receive messages through the CodeRED system.
x Make sure your telephone is charged and powered on. If your cell
phone allows the option to vibrate, select the setting to ensure you will
be alerted to an incoming message, even if you can’t hear your telephone
ringing.
x Make sure the system has your current contact information. If you have
recently moved, changed your landline number, or changed your cell
phone provider, please take a moment to update your information through
the CodeRED link on the Sheriff’s Of¿ce website.
x If you have any family or friends in Scott County that are interested in
receiving these alerts, encourage them to also enroll in the service.
There will be a test call sometime in late December or early January, which
will be made to all phone numbers registered in the CodeRED system. Because
we want to make sure noti¿cations are received by as many people as possible, we
encourage you to sign up.
Communication during emergency situations is critical, and CodeRED is another step towards providing the kind of information that can help keep you safe. As
mentioned earlier, this is another tool that will help public safety of¿cials deliver
and for you to receive emergency noti¿cations that might be impacting your area.
We also recommend you continue to use local media and other methods to get as
much information as possible.

Elko New Market Library Adds Game
and Fish to Customer Service Center
<RXFDQQRZDFTXLUHJDPHDQG¿VKOLFHQVHVDWWKHUHFHQWO\
opened Customer Service Center in Elko New Market! The
hours of operation are Mondays and Wednesdays, 1 p.m. - 8
p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. For more information, please call (952) 496-8150.

Doug Schoenecker

Linda K. Brown

Rob Casey

Brown, Schoenecker, Casey
elected to Scott SWCD Board
One incumbent and two newcomers were recently elected to the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District’s
Board of Supervisors. /LQGD.%URZQ
of Elko New Market retained her seat
in District II, while Doug Schoenecker
of New Prague and Robert Casey of
Credit River Township were elected in
unopposed bids in Districts I and III,
respectively.
Schoenecker will take the position
held by Ewald Gruetzmacher of Belle
Plaine, who decided to retire after serving as a Board member and chair since
1997. Schoenecker is a retired Scott
SWCD employee, and currently runs his
own turf management business out of
New Prague. He will serve residents in
District I, which includes the townships
of Helena, Belle Plaine, and Blakeley
and parts of the cities of Belle Plaine
and New Prague.
Casey is a local dairy and crops farmer in Credit River Township and partner
in Casey Acres, Inc. He will take the
place of Paul Krueger of Prior Lake in
District III who chose not to run, having served as a Board member and vice
chair for more than three terms. Rob and
his family were recently named 2012
Scott County Farm Family of the Year.

Tax services

In his new role, he will represent residents in Credit River and Spring Lake
townships and parts of the city of Prior
Lake.
Brown works at the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community and raises
horses in New Market Township. She
will continue to serve residents in New
Market and Cedar Lake townships and
the city of Elko New Market. She is
quite active on the Metro Conservation
District, serving as secretary/treasurer.
She will be serving her second term on
the Board.
Other Scott SWCD supervisors currently serving on the board include Jim
Fitzsimmons of Prior Lake, District IV
(representing parts of the cities of Savage, Shakopee, and Prior Lake) and
Gary Hartmann of Shakopee, District
V (comprised of Jackson, Louisville,
Sand Creek and St. Lawrence townships, the city of Jordan, and parts of
the cities of Shakopee and Belle Plaine).
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors serve fouryear terms. The board meets at 8 a.m.
on the third Wednesday of the month
at the Extension and Conservation Services Building on the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.
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Individual Identi¿cation Number
[ITIN] card or letter) and birth
dates for the ¿ler, spouse, and all
dependents – required.
 Photo identi¿cation – required.
 Last year’s tax returns.
 W-2 forms received by the ¿ler
and spouse for each job.
 Any 1099 forms received.
 Alimony received.
 Unemployment income statements.
 Social Security income statements.
 Any other statements showing
income from other sources
(Examples include the Minnesota
Family Investment Program
[MFIP], Minnesota Supplemental
Aid [MSA] or General Assistance
– veterans’ bene¿ts, workers’
compensation, et cetera).
 IRA contributions.
 Tuition expenses for university,
college, or technical college (Form
1098-T).
 Interest statements for student
loans (Form 1098-E).
Any itemized expenses you may
ZLVKWRGHGXFWVXFKDV
 Out-of-pocket medical expenses
 Cash and noncash donations
 Vehicle license tabs
 Property taxes paid
 Job-related moving expenses
 Mortgage interest paid (Form
1098)





Tax preparation fees
Uniform costs
Daycare expenses (for each
provider you paid, you must
provide the name, address, amount
paid, and Social Security number
or EIN).
0LQQHVRWD.(GXFDWLRQ&UHGLW
DQGRUVXEWUDFWLRQH[SHQVHVVXFKDV
 Educational software
 Private school tuition or tutoring
 Academic books/materials
 Music lessons and music
equipment purchases or rentals
 Tuition for academic camps
 Fees for drivers education
 School supplies (you must have
itemized receipts)
 Property tax refund documents
 Certi¿cate of Rent Paid (CRP)
from your landlord
 Property tax statements
If you wish to use the direct deposit/
direct debit option, bring your checkbook with you to verify your bank account and routing information. Also,
during the last week in January, check
for updated tax sites. Finally, all sites
provide services in English, and some
sites provide assistance in another language. For help with any of these issues,
please contact University of Minnesota
Extension Educator Sharon Powell at
spowell@um.edu or (952) 492-5383.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Pollution for pleasure
I recently attended a national conference of air quality experts and wood stove
industry representatives organized to provide input to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) upcoming rules dealing with air quality related to smoke
from wood stoves. I was surprised to learn that there are a number of places
around the world where the air is so polluted with wood smoke that it is actually
unhealthy for the people living there. Experts from around the country and one
from Europe described how bad conditions have become in areas that depend
heavily on wood as a source of fuel for residential heating. Places like Fairbanks,
Alaska and Libby, Montana are experiencing severe air quality problems due to
wood smoke. In fact, air quality conditions in Fairbanks got so bad that there were
fears that it might inÀuence the closure of a major military base. As a result, these
communities have enacted restrictions on wood burning stoves and spent millions
in tax dollars to address the problems.
I was asked to participate on a wood smoke committee last summer as part of
the Minnesota Clean Air Dialogues process. The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) is participating in the Clean Air Dialogues and has demonstrated
interest in what that group will recommend to improve the ambient air quality
and reduce the chance of nonattainment with federal air quality standards. This
was a learning experience for me, hearing from experts from our state agencies,
the American Lung Association, and well-informed citizens. In our seven county
metropolitan area, we are experiencing some days when air quality is unhealthy
for sensitive individuals. The MPCA has done a good job of regulating major
sources of air pollution over the years, but the growing popularity of ¿re pits and
wood-burning appliances is increasing air pollution from wood combustion.
Some communities have enacted ordinances to manage the local air quality
impacts of outdoor wood boilers (which are also called outdoor wood furnaces,
outdoor wood stoves, or hydronic heaters) and open burning such as outdoor ¿re
pits. The MPCA lists some of the local ordinances on their website at www.pca.
state.mn.us/index.php/view-document.html?gid=18425. In addition, the League
of Minnesota Cities has an online Resource Library on their website (www.lmnc.
org.) that provides information and model ordinances for cities to address nuisances and wood burning.
Surprisingly, MPCA’s 2008 air pollution emission estimates for the metro area
suggest that roughly a third of the ¿ne particles released from residential wood
burning were from outdoor ¿re pits and related devices. This is, essentially, pollution for pleasure. Some places around the country that do not have municipally
available natural gas are experiencing signi¿cant air quality problems from residential wood heating primarily in the cold months. However, here in the metropolitan area, fewer residents burn wood for heat than burn wood for pleasure.
One reason for the increase in back yard ¿re pits may be a result of the state’s
1990 ban on tree and yard waste in garbage collection. While this was intended to
encourage better management of this waste, metropolitan counties were required
to plan for the solid waste remaining in the mixed municipal waste stream but not
for the orphaned yard and tree waste. Homeowners with trees in their yard were
left with either managing this woody waste on their own or making special arrangements with their waste hauler. Some communities with organized collection
include yard and tree waste in their municipal collection services; some residents
also discovered that burning their tree waste in their backyards was cheaper and
socially acceptable if they kept it to a camp¿re size. Scott County’s updated Solid
Waste Management Master Plan -- like those in the other metropolitan counties
-- was just approved by the MPCA; but none of these county plans addressed signi¿cant changes for tree waste management. However, we will be looking into
options for amendments to our plan.
The participants of the Clean Air Dialogues technical committee for residential
wood combustion identi¿ed a variety of proposals to lessen the air pollution from
residential wood combustion. One proposal is to temporarily limit residential
wood burning in the metro area when regional air quality conditions are unhealthy.
If you have a ¿re pit, please consider checking on the air quality status before you
burn. You can sign up for air quality alerts at mn.enviroÀash.info or check the
EPA’s website for information at www.airnow.gov and click on the tab “Current
PM 2.5.´ PM 2.5 stands for particulate matter in the air that is smaller than 2.5
microns, which is most capable of being breathed deeply into your lungs (which
includes wood smoke). You should also pay attention to what the smoke does -- if
it lingers near the ground rather than rising straight up or blowing away from your
area, it will likely cause neighborhood pollution. Air quality varies from location
to location, and people living in a neighborhood where backyard ¿re pits are common may experience unhealthy air quality conditions. Some communities have
enacted ordinances prohibiting smoke from crossing a property line and impacting
ENVIRONMENTAL SCENE Continued at right

Any area of the state can experience air quality alert days. However, the more
densely populated metropolitan areas tend to experience the highest number of
alert days each year.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Reduce winter salt use
to protect water, lawns
Minnesota’s thousands of lakes and
streams are getting saltier each year,
much of the change is due to winter salt
use. Would you pour a bag of sidewalk
salt into your faYorite ¿shing lake" 2f
course not, but that’s exactly what we
are doing. Salt is a long-term pollutant;
it doesn’t go away, it accumulates in our
waters. After shoveling our driveways,
sprinkling salt on our steps is almost
automatic – but this can affect our lakes
and streams. Once salt is dissolved in
runoff water, it can’t be removed. Thus,
the only controls are to use it wisely.
Stormdrains are connected to a series of underground pipes, and those
pipes funnel water from our streets to
the nearest waterbody. In some communities, there is typically no water
treatment at the end of a stormdrain, it
goes straight into a waterbody.
De-icing
Most sidewalk salts contain chloride
-- sodium chloride, magnesium chloride, or calcium chloride. These chlorides can be very dangerous to aquatic
life. To protect our lakes, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency recommends chloride concentrations less than
230 milligrams per liter, which is about
the same concentration as one teaspoon
of salt mixed into ¿ve gallons of water.
How many gallons of water would be
polluted by your salt container?
You have the power to protect our
lakes and rivers by using less. At your
home, take a look at your front steps:
any dead grass or brown shrubs? How
about pitted concrete? Ruined rugs or
indoor Àooring? Any rust on your tools
or cars? These are all common symptoms of over-applying salt. Here are
some small changes can you make to
keep surfaces safe and reduce problems.
$OZD\V UHPRYH VQRZ ¿UVW  The
number one strategy to avoid salt overuse is early snow removal. Shovel,
plow, scrap, blow, or sweep… it doesn’t
matter, they all work. A cleared surface
allows us to use less salt. Never apply
salt to the unshoveled snow. Remove
as much snow as possible before applying de-icers.
Use the right tools. Choosing the
correct tool will make the job much
easier. For a dry, light snow, try using
a broom to clear the snow off your surfaces. For a heavier snow, use the shovel. The basic two are the push shovel
and the scoop shovel. A scoop shovel
has small sides to help keep the snow
on the shovel. They’re good for lifting
and moving the snow elsewhere. Push

shovels have no sides, and are good for
guiding and sliding the snow on sidewalks and driveways.
Prevent compaction. Early snow
removal reduces your chance of icy
compacted surfaces. If you are late at
snow removal (or have walked on or
driven over the snow), it will likely turn
to ice. This means more work -- to remove compaction, your best tools are
an ice chipper or ice scraper.
,I \RX QHHG D GHLFHU FKRRVH WKH
right one. There are so many choices
at the store it can get confusing, and
very few of us know what to look for.
All de-icers work at warmer temperatures. Magnesium chloride or calcium
chloride work on colder than average
days. Avoid applying them when it’s
extremely cold; below zero degrees
Fahrenheit, most de-icers do not work.
If it’s too cold to use salt, use sand.
All de-icer packages should list their
ingredients.
You should only use between one
and four pounds of salt per 1,000 square
foot area. How much is one pound of
salt? About one average size coffee cup
full. You should know the size of the
area you are planning to treat, so you
can use the proper amount of salt. For
example, the space taken up by a parked
car is about 150 square feet needing
about ½ pound of salt. If you are unsure, always use less. Very little, if any,
salt is needed if you’ve done a good job
at snow removal. If there is extra salt
or sand on your surfaces when they are
clear, clean it up. You can always reuse
it another day.
How about pets? Are you wondering what’s safe for them? Here’s some
advice: look at the ingredients -- many
of them are irritating to paws, and some
(like calcium and magnesium chlorides) can even burn your pets. Look
for something that contains a glycol, or
better yet, use sand or nothing at all.
If you don’t do your own snow removal, be sure to hire a knowledgeable
contractor. We recommend the certi¿ed snow removal companies list on
the Pollution Control Agency’s website at www.pca/state.mn.us/programs/
roadsalt.html. If you chose other companies, make sure you instruct them to
use the minimum salt necessary.
By changing your winter maintenance habits, you can help protect our
lakes and rivers!
Information was reprinted from a
video courtesy of the Mississippi WMO
& Fortin Consulting.

a neighbor. Local nuisance ordinances can also often be used to address problems.
In my opinion, regulations should be a last-choice option to address problems,
and educating people to understand the impacts of their actions should be the ¿rst
approach. Certainly, it is very important for people to understand the implications
of burning wood for their own health and that of their neighbors.
Some people suggest that burning wood, which is a renewable fuel, can help
reduce greenhouse gases associated with fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural
gas. But cutting down trees for fuel and not replanting them has a negative impact
on climate change, and the black soot associated with incomplete combustion of
wood contributes to global warming. The net climate change impacts from residential wood burning are very complicated to estimate for a number of reasons,
and the science is still emerging on this. However, burning wood to get rid of
brush and tree residue (or for pleasure) is clearly less environmentally-friendly
than bringing it to be chipped for mulch or composted.
Burning wood for heat as an alternative to natural gas -- especially if your
house is connected to the region’s natural gas utilities -- is not only problematic for
air quality, but also economically questionable. Currently, there are no national
standards for evaluating cost implications from air pollution or economic tradeoffs
between wood burning stoves and other forms of residential heat. Such standards
have been adopted by the European Union and are being developed by the U.S.
EPA. For more information about this and residential wood stoves, see their website at www.epa.gov/burnwise.
There are many options for Scott County residents to dispose of tree waste that
are better than backyard burning. Check the Scott County Environmental Health
website at www.co.scott.mn.us and search for “yard waste management.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Waste management essential for animal owners
If you own a dog kennel, board
horses, or operate a small hobby farm,
you’ve probably faced the issue of what
to do with the (ahem) by-products of
caring for animals. From an environmental perspective, poorly managed
animal waste can present a serious
threat to water quality and groundwater.
Manure from a feeding area (feedlot) or
uncovered manure stack (stockpile) can
easily wash into a nearby stream, lake,
or wetland after a heavy rain or spring
snowmelt event.
Contaminants in animal waste include nutrients such as phosphorus and
nitrogen, as well E-coli bacteria. Nutrients cause excessive aquatic plant and
algal growth in lakes and streams. In
addition to being an aesthetic nuisance,
this growth eventually decays, resulting
in depleted oxygen levels, killing ¿sh
and other aquatic species. High bacteria levels in surface and groundwater
can cause gastrointestinal disorders and
other medical concerns in humans.
Poorly managed pastures pose a
compounding issue. Exposed soil in an
overgrazed pasture or trampled streambank can easily wash into a nearby
stream. Soil sediment causes muddy
water which destroys aquatic habitat,
clogs ¿sh gills and increases water
temperatures.
Following these guidelines for managing animal waste and grazing areas
can help protect water resources and
prevent human health concerns:
Install gutters and downspouts
on buildings to divert roof runoff away
from areas where animals congregate.
Construct earthen berms or
swales to divert rain and snowmelt runoff around areas where waste is stored
or accumulates.
Store waste on an impervious surface such as concrete or clay, and cover

to prevent runoff or leaching into the
ground
Stockpiled manure should at a
minimum be removed annually and
applied evenly to crop ¿elds or pastures; manure can also be composted, a
method that helps reduce odors if done
properly.
Prevent animals from having uncontrolled access to environmentally
sensitive areas, such as wetlands and
streams; if necessary, allow access for
only short periods during dry weather.
Prevent overgrazing by not overstocking pastures; subdivide grazing
areas into three or more units of equal
size and rotate animals between them,
allowing enough time for regrowth before allowing animals to return.
During heavy rainfall and periods of
wet weather, consider indoor feeding
-- a practice that keeps more manure
under roof and away from runoff.
Clip tall weeds and old grass to
control weeds and stimulate healthy
and desirable grass growth.
Inquire about local and state regulations that might apply to your speci¿c operation.
Conservationist staff at the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
in Jordan can provide expert technical
advice about proper animal waste and
pasture management. They can also
provide information regarding rules
and regulations that might apply to
your situation. The Scott SWCD can be
reached at (952) 492-5425, or online at
www.scottswcd.org.
Other helpful resources are available
from the University of Minnesota Extension Service, Minnesota Department
of Agriculture, Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency and U.S. Department
of Agriculture/Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Animal owners need to develop plans for proper disposal of their (ahem)
by-products.

Wetlands are protected, but often hard to identify
Although best known by large areas of standing
water and cattails, wetlands occur in many different types and sizes. Many hold water for only a few
weeks in spring and have vegetation that looks similar to surrounding uplands, making them dif¿cult to
recognize. Even low-lying farm ¿elds or residential
backyards can be wetlands in disguise. Regardless of
type or size, all wetlands in Minnesota are protected.
Once thought of as wasteland, wetlands are now
better understood and appreciated for their role in nature. They help lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater
by ¿ltering pollutants in runoff from cropland, roads,
and other developed areas. They also help reduce the
impact of Àooding by serving as temporary storage areas for excess runoff from rainwater and spring snow-

melt. Further, wetlands are a critical source of food,
shelter, and habitat for wildlife.
Statewide, Minnesota has lost 50 percent of its
wetlands. Most wetland losses have resulted from tiling or ditching to improve agricultural production, as
well as ¿lling to accommodate development. In Scott
County, the loss is closer to 70 percent.
In 1991, the state legislature adopted the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) to stem the
loss of these important resources. Common projects
that require a review and approval are drainage tile
installations, ditch construction or maintenance, construction of roads and driveways, and excavation of
ponds. Frequently, violations occur when someone
places dirt or other ¿ll material in an area they didn’t

recognize as a wetland.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan is responsible for assisting residents and local units of government with navigating
through WCA rules and regulations. They can help
identify potential wetland areas and explain the application process.
If you plan to excavate, ¿ll, or build in or near
an area that is (or might be) a wetland, contact the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425, or your city hall if
you live within city limits. For tile or ditch installation
or maintenance on agricultural land, you should also
touch base with the local USDA of¿ce to determine
Federal Farm Bill compliance.

Prior Lake Outlet channel gets a makeover
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community would like to highlight
another excellent example of government teamwork among the Prior Lake,
Shakopee, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District, and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
that has made a positive impact on our
communities.
In an effort to reduce the spread of
woody invasive species (like buckthorn and exotic honeysuckle species),
representatives from these cooperating governments decided to populate
the Prior Lake Outlet Channel (PLOC)
with native plants. Crews were out to
remove buckthorn and honeysuckle
within the corridor of the seven-mile
long PLOC, reaching from the southern
corner of Lower Prior Lake to the Minnesota River near Valleyfair. This was

an extension of the work that began by
these cooperating governments in 2007
to ensure that the PLOC and the area
around it are being managed for our
stormwater needs today, as well as its
future stability.
Several sections of the PLOC have
been reconstructed and restored over
the last few years and replanted with
native grasses, shrubs, and trees to
buffer and stabilize the banks along
the channel. While the partnership between these cooperating governments
is not limited to the PLOC, the multiyear plan to remove invasive species
and manage the natural habitat along
the corridor is another example of what
we can accomplish when we partner together for the bene¿t of our local communities and natural resources.
A section of the Prior Lake Outlet Channel through the YMCA Camp was
stabilized and restored with native plants.

Outdoor Recreation

1BHF4DPUU$PVOUZ4$&/&%FDFNCFS+BOVBSZ

in partnership with

Winter Fun
Come explore the magic of winter at the parks in Scott County (Cleary Lake, Spring
Lake & Murphy Hanrehan). These large and beautiful parks offer everyone a wide
variety of winter activities. Children will enjoy outdoor adventure classes; where
they will learn how to build a fort, go snowshoeing, or identify animal tracks. Adults
can explore winter mountain bike trails at Murphy Hanrehan, or stretch their legs
walking miles of winter trails at Cleary and Spring Lake parks. There are many family
activities as well. Grab your kids and strap on some snowshoes for a hike under the
full moon, or sign up for an ice ﬁshing clinic and learn time-tested angling skills on
Cedar Lake. One of the most popular winter activities is cross-country skiing at Cleary
Lake. Adventurers can bring their own skis – or rent some from the park – and explore
miles of freshly groomed trails. Beginners of all ages can take a ski lesson from friendly
knowledgeable staff, and a cozy bonﬁre warms chilled ﬁngers and toes after a long
day on the trails. Does your child have a birthday coming up? Check out the new
birthday party programs as well. Minnesota’s winters are beautiful, so come out
and explore!
For more information visit www.threeriverparks.org or www.co.scott.mn.us.

parks

Close-to-Home
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
#FZPOE3FHJPOBM1BSLTBOE5SBJMT

$FEBS-BLF'BSN3FHJPOBM1BSL

400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071,
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 9am–Sunset, May 13 to September 18
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague,
the former Cedar Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been
converted into Scott County’s newest regional park. Family and group
picnicking, catered events, swimming, and ﬁshing are all possible at
this picturesque site.

$MFBSZ-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSL

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round
recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole
golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country
ski trails and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

.VSQIZ)BOSFIBO1BSL3FTFSWF

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

4QSJOH-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSLo/&8

Scott CR 83 and CR-82, Prior Lake, MN 55372 Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Located on the north shore of Spring Lake and near the southwest shore of Prior Lake, Spring Lake Regional Park offers
374 acres of incredibly diverse natural habitats. A spectacular 3-mile paved trail takes visitors through forest and future
savanna prairie offering breathtaking vistas. The trail connects the park from north to south, as well as to County Road
12. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with a 6-foot, non-retractable leash. A 10-acre off-leash pet area with a watering
and rinsing station provides a wonderful opportunity for dog owners to exercise their dogs. There are two separate fullyfenced areas: 9 acres for large dogs and 1 acre for small dogs. A daily or annual pass is required. An automated pay box
on site accepts credit and debit cards for daily passes.

Scott County is fortunate to have local, state and
national outdoor recreation facilities located right
here, close to home!

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
These 14,000-acres are only one of a handful of
urban national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place
where coyotes, bald eagles, badgers, and beavers
live next door to 3 million people.
GXTHPWt 952.854.5900.

Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
Residents of Scott County can enjoy hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, horseback riding, mountain
biking, snowmobiling and rustic camping at this
close-to-home State Recreation Area. In addition,
the Minnesota Valley State Trail, which begins at
the Bloomington Ferry Bridge in Shakopee, winds
through the area. The landscapes are just as diverse
as the trail system and include wetlands, ﬂoodplain
forest and bluff-top oak savanna. Wildlife observation
and bird watching are popular activities year-round.
EOSTUBUFNOVTt 952.492.6400.

Ney Nature Center
While technically just across the border in Le Sueur
County, the 446-acre Ney Nature Center is located
west of Hwy 169 on Hwy 19 toward Henderson.
Some may recall the news story about the discovery
of a large population of deformed frogs – that
discovery happened here! A parks program partner,
the Ney Nature Center offers hiking, bird watching,
cross-country skiing, and environmental education
programs. For more information visit
OFZDFOUFSPSHt 507.248.3474.

5IF-BOEJOH

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10 AM-4 PM; Sunday: 11 AM–4 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings. On the ﬁrst four weekends in December (1st-23rd), revisit settler’s
holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays.

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLTUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

Your One Stop for Active Living Resources
Scott County’s new active-living information portal
is now online! Visit GoScottGo.org for active living
events, resources, and a fully interactive trail and
park map for both Scott and Carver counties.
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
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Holiday Safety
The holiday season can be the best time of the year; most of us reunite with
family members and loved ones, we enjoy heart-warming stories and timeless
memories, and together we seemingly become closer. But as much as we may
want our holiday season to resemble a Thomas Kinkade painting, the holidays
don’t always end up as well as we had hoped.
There are few things that can ruin Christmas, Hannukah, or Kwanzaa; there are
people who want to take advantage of the holidays for their own personal gain.
One of the ways of ruining the holidays is to target individuals while they are
shopping for gifts.
When shopping for gifts, you are making yourself vulnerable to those who wish
you harm and can completely ruin your holiday season. Here are some tips to take
while you are purchasing gifts that will make you a smaller target and hopefully
assist you in keeping this season bright.
First, use the buddy system -- never
shop alone. Always take a friend. The
experience will not only be better, it
will also be safer!
Next, don’t carry large amounts of
cash. If someone notices you purchasing items with large amounts of cash,
you’ve tagged yourself as a potential
target. Instead, shop with credit or debit cards, and make sure you have the account numbers available if the cards get
taken from you. If you are robbed and
your credit cards are taken, make sure
to call the credit card agencies as soon
as possible to cancel your accounts before the thief has a chance to do their
damage.
In line with not carrying large amounts of cash, limit what you do carry. You
should have only your driver’s license, very few personal checks (if needed), and
only the necessary debit and credit cards you will use while shopping. And remember, if you are carrying a purse, carry it tightly under your arm.
If you are eating at a shopping center, watch your purchases and other possessions closely. Don’t leave them lying around unattended, make sure there is
always someone trustworthy who can watch your possessions, and do your best
to make any expensive purchases as concealed as possible. Don’t let your most
expensive purchase be the bait that lures a thief.
Unfortunately, criminal activity doesn’t stop in the malls, stores, and shopping
centers. You need to maintain awareness throughout your shopping experience,
including while in the parking lot. When in a parking lot, be aware of your surroundings; don’t let anyone you don’t know get too close to you. Walk with a
purpose, and get to your car quickly. And remember your shopping buddy! If you
shop together, drive together. Grouping up with a buddy will reduce your odds of
being a victim in a parking lot.
Another way to increase your safety is to shop during daylight hours and if you
are shopping at night, park in well-lit areas. If you are going from one store to
the next, do not store your valuable gifts in your car where they can be easily
viewed. Try to put all of your valuables in your trunk if possible in order to keep
those gifts from tempting a would-be thief.
Take extra care this holiday season to ensure you are not an easy target. A thief
is looking for victims of opportunity – after all, this makes the crime easier on their
end. Enjoy your holiday season and have fun with your friends and family, but
please keep these tips in mind when you are shopping for gifts this year!

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Extra caution required to
deal with winter hazards
It’s heeeere… the winter of 20122013 has descended upon us. It’s time
to break out the shovels, snow blowers, ice scrapers, winter coats, hats, and
gloves. For their part, Scott County
Highway staff has been busy ¿lling the
salt shed, installing plows and sanders, and getting ready for snow and ice
control on our County highways. Scott
County will strive to have 20 trucks
running on eight plow routes throughout the County this winter with a normal starting time of 3:00 a.m., so that
the roads can be open in time for the
morning commute (of course, plowing
times may need to be adjusted, depending on the starting and ending times of
the snowfall). At times, the snowfall
will be too heavy for the crews to get to
bare pavement while the snow is falling
– but they will stay at it until the pavement is wet and free of slippery spots.
Scott County will again be using treated salt this season. This product has
proven to reduce our total salt use by
30 percent and to work relatively fast
and at colder temperatures than straight
road salt.
You can help by following these tips:
Remember to allow extra time
to get to and from work on days that
it is snowing. If you try to hurry, your
chances of a crash are much greater.
Don’t ever drive into a snow
cloud! The back of a plow truck is a
lot harder and heavier than you’d think
– and you do not want to experience it
directly. Highway crews plow as fast
as they safely can, but you should expect speeds of 15 to 25 miles per hour
at best.
Pack extra warm clothes in the
FDU some blankets, and a few candy
bars for good measure. And remember:
It is always best to stay in your car if
you slide off the road or get stuck.
Carbon monoxide poisoning is

deadly. Do not run your car to stay
warm if you do get stuck.
Make sure the children do not
build snow forts next to the road. It’s
not just an issue of visibility -- a snowplow could collapse a snow fort, with
serious consequences for the potential
occupants.
Don’t allow children to use the
road slopes for sliding. As you’ll
probably remember from your own
youthful days, it’s hard – if not downright impossible -- to stop the sled if a
car comes along.
'LUHFW FKLOGUHQ WR VWDQG RQ D ÀDW
surface while waiting for the school
bus. It’s scary, but true: Little ones can
easily slide under a bus.
If your vehicle has all-wheel or
IRXUZKHHO GULYH remember they do
not stop or turn any better on snow and
ice than a two-wheel drive vehicle.
Do not plow your driveway snow
onto the roadway. Plowing your snow
on or across the public roads is a violation of state statute and can create a
serious safety problem for motorists.
Check out your mailbox support.
If the post is rotted, get it replaced.
Mailbox supports, by County Ordinance, must be no larger than a 4 x 4
post (16 square inches). Scott County
sells a safety tested and MnDOT-approved swing away safety steel post.
Contact the Highway Department at
(952) 496-8346 to purchase one.

Southern Valley to provide
free volunteer training in April
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is offering advocate training for crisis line advocacy. )UHH WUDLQLQJ EHJLQV$SULO   We are
seeking caring individuals who are available to volunteer, from their home,
two phone shifts per month and are able to make a one year commitment.
Weekly support group facilitators and childcare volunteers are also needed.
Gain valuable knowledge and build your skills while assisting others! For
further information, call Jan or Cindy at (952) 873-4214.

Keep your driveway clear this winter
This winter, as usual, both County plows and local
homeowners will be out trying to clear away snow as
quickly as possible after the storm ends… and some
homeowners will be displeased because Scott County
Highway has plowed their already-cleared driveways
full of snow again.
It would be wonderful if every driveway could be
left meticulously clear, but doing this would mean the
County could never ¿nish plowing the public roads in
a reasonable time. With your cooperation, however,
this inconvenience can be minimized. The sketch at
right shows how you can clear your driveway to reduce the possibility that after the plow passes you will
be snow-bound again. If you shovel snow in the direction of traf¿c and also make a pocket next to your
driveway as shown, snow accumulations on the plow
will dump into that pocket and much less will go into
the driveway opening.
Also, remember to keep a safe distance from snowplows when driving in order to prevent being caught
in a snow cloud which can decrease visibility.

Worried about
foreclosure?

The Scott County Community Development Agency provides free, con¿dentiDl
services to homeowners in Scott County
who are at risk of losing their home. The
CDA’s Foreclosure Prevention Program
serves homeowners who are behind (or
anticipate they will fall behind) on mortgage payments, property taxes, or homeowners’ association fees. Participants will
receive information, advocacy, and referrals. For more information, contact the
Scott County CDA at (952) 402-9022 or
visit their website at www.scottcda.org/
foreclosure-prevention.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

December 2012/January 2013 Scott County SCENE Page 11

Avoid distracted driving
%\6DUD:DJQHU8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ
4-H Youth Teaching Youth Program Coordinator
I try to avoid taking phone calls while I am driving, and I absolutely do not
text while driving. I’ve been driving for over half my life now, so how can I be
a distracted driver? A few months ago, I was driving a rental minivan for a few
weeks. The old-fashioned dashboard had been upgraded with a high tech touch
pad computer that could control my radio, the kids’ television screens, GPS… it
could even make phone calls (and many
other things that I didn’t have time to
explore). I caught myself looking away
from the road a few too many times to
change the radio station, change the
temperature, check my mirror to make
sure the kids were not ¿ghting, and
the like. This got me thinking: How
we could help our teens be better drivers when we, as parents, can be just as
guilty of being distracted drivers?
In 2010, over 3,000 people were
killed in vehicle crashes involving
distracted drivers. Distractions can include texting, using cell phones or smart
phones, eating and drinking, talking to passengers, grooming, reading messages
for maps, using GPS units, watching videos, adjusting the radio, changing a CD,
¿nding a new song on your IPod, reaching for something in the back seat or on the
passenger side, and even trying to communicate with someone in a car next to you.
Eleven percent of all drivers under the age of 20 involved in a fatal crash were
reported to have been distracted at the time of the crash. In today’s society, we are
used to multi-tasking; we often have multiple applications open on our computers,
we can be watching television and reading a book at the same time.
Minnesota state law has banned bus drivers and novice drivers from any cell
phone use (including hands-free), and all drivers are banned from texting while
driving. This means that an of¿cer can pull you over without any other traf¿c
violation taking place.
When driving, we need to be able to react to environmental changes and other
people’s driving abilities. Sending or receiving a text message distracts a driver’s
eye from the road for an average of 4.6 seconds. If you’re driving 55 miles per
hour, you would travel the length of an entire football ¿eld in this short amount of
time. 1ow, consider driving the length of a football ¿eld with your eyes closed
-- this is what you do nearly every time you read a text message while driving.
Following are some ideas on how we can keep ourselves and others safe when
we are out on the road:
x Take the pledge. Pledge that you will not text or talk on a cell phone
when driving. If you need to use the phone, pull over.
x Speak up. When you are a passenger, let the driver know that what they
are doing is not safe.
x Set expectations. Parents, let your teens know that you expect them not
to text or talk on their phone while driving. Set limits to who can be a
passenger in you teen’s car. Talk to them about being alert while driving.
x Set a good example. Parents need to show their teens how to be
responsible drivers. That means no cell phones or other distractions in
the car.
Source: www.distraction.gov.

4-H Shooting Sports begins
season on January 10
Shooting Sports are games of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration.
In the 4-H Shooting Sports Project, the
focus is on decision making, teamwork,
self-discipline, building self-con¿dence, and problem solving. They also
focus on safety, sportsmanship, positive relationships with peers and adults,
building awareness of career opportunities, and strengthening connections
with families through participation in
lifelong recreational activities.
The Scott County 4-H Shooting
Sports Program follows the curriculum
from the University of Minnesota Extension Program, and it’s taught by national- or state-certi¿ed 4-H instructors.
These adults instruct 4-H members in
¿rearms safety and marksmanship and
also wildlife curriculum.
The shooting disciplines include
archery, muzzle loading, pistol, riÀe,
shotgun, and hunting. Within these dis-

ciplines, 4-H members are able to test
their shooting, hunting, and sportsmanship skills in county, regional, and national competitions.
The Scott County Shooting Sports
program is open to all youth in grades
3 through one year past high school
and meets on Thursdays (from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.) at the SCALE regional training facility in Jordan. If you are interested in joining the program or would
like more information, please call the
Scott County Extension Of¿ce at (52)
492-5410 or plan to attend the Shooting
Sports Orientation and Sign Up meeting on January 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the
SCALE facility in Jordan. Both youth
and their parents are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting; we will be
going over rules, forms, winter schedules and recommended equipment lists.
For more information, please visit
www.terrywerm.com/4H.htm.

The Dennis and Mary Schoenbauer family accepted the Outstanding Scott
County 4-H Alumni Award in honor of their daughter, Melissa (Schoenbauer
Kerber.

4-H members, volunteers
honored at banquet
The culmination of the 2011-2012
4-H year found many deserving young
4-Hers and adult volunteers being recognized for their achievements during
the past twelve months. A good number
of these 4-Hers and adult volunteers -along with proud relatives, friends, and
supporters -- were in attendance at the
Scott County 4-H Recognition Banquet
held Friday, October 5, 2012.
As caterers set up for the buffetstyle meal, the Shakopee Super Seekers
4-H club entertained guests with their
³Share the Fun´ performance. A delicious meal was enjoyed by all, followed
by a slideshow depicting the year in review as well as a slideshow recognizing
senior 4-H members.
A ceremony was held for installation
of new of¿cers, with the newly elected
pledging to act in the best interest of the
4-H program. Junior and Senior Ambassador Teams were announced for the
2012-2013 4-H year by 4-H Program
Coordinator Sara Wagner. The Ambassador Program is for 4-Hers in 6th
grade and up that helps develop leadership skills and ability. Ambassadors
learn about and demonstrate teamwork
and leadership on a county-wide level.
They help with activities relating to the
County Fair, plan day camps, perform
community service, and plan Cloverbud activities.
County Fair 4-H champions and reserve champions were acknowledged
by 4-H Program Coordinator Abby
Wagner for exhibiting award winning
projects. Champion livestock exhibitors received their trophies during their
respective livestock shows, but general
project exhibitors were awarded their
trophies at the banquet. Cloverbuds
were recognized for their participation
in the 4-H Cloverbud program. This informal education program is designed
speci¿cally for children in kindergarten
through grade 3.

Graduating 4-Hers were announced:
Maria Brekke, Katie Glisczinski,
Paige Johnson, Luke Kreuser, Kaitlyn
Kuske, Samantha Lijewski, Alex Morlock, Mercedes Perez, Shelby Richard
Brake, Maggie Ruehling and Sarah
Tell. Hopefully, they will draw on the
skills they’ve learned in 4-H to achieve
their future goals!
There are two special awards that
are presented each year: The Friend of
4-H Award and the Outstanding Scott
County 4-H Alumni Award. Recipients of these awards are selected and
voted on by the 4-H Leader’s Council.
This year’s Friend of 4-H Award was
presented to Tractor Supply Company
of Prior Lake. The Outstanding Scott
County 4-H Alumni Award was accepted by the Dennis and Mary Schoenbauer family in honor of their daughter,
Melissa.
More and more youth need the values, skills, and guidance 4-H offers.
The 4-H program is able to provide
these needs through the leadership of
adult volunteers. Eighty-six adults were
commended for the time they dedicate
to inspiring Scott County 4-Hers. The
Scott County 4-H program is fortunate
to have a great core group of volunteers
ranging in years of service from one to
25-plus years.
The program was concluded with
the recognition of 4-Hers who participated in State Fair, as well as other state
shows including the State Horse Show,
State Shoot, and State Dog Show.
4-H is a youth learning program for
boys and girls in grades kindergarten
to one year past high school, where
practical life skills are taught using an
experiential, ³learn-by-doing´ concept.
If you are interested in joining the 4-H
program, contact the Scott County Extension of¿ce at (52) 42-5410 for
more information.

Become a 4-H Volunteer!
When you volunteer to become a 4-H leader, you are more than
just a volunteer – you’re inspiring the next generation. You will
reap so many rewards -- not only for yourself, but also for 4-H
members and your community. Volunteers are essential to help
youth make the most of the learning opportunities available to
them.
As a 4-H volunteer, you can share your skills, talents, and hobbies with young people. You may also serve as a State Fair chaperone, a board member, or a camp chaperone. With a variety of
Àexible options, you can decide your level of involvement, based
on your skills and time available. If you’re interested in being a
4-H volunteer, contact the Scott County Extension of¿ce at (952)
492-5410 for more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
6Fott &ounty $VVoFiation for /eaderVhip and (f¿ciency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use´ ± updates on road proMects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.´ So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Savage:
Sports Center up and running in Savage

The City of Savage celebrated the opening of the
Savage Sports Center during an open house November
5. The Savage Sports Center is a seasonal athletic facility located in Savage Community Park (13450 Dakota Avenue). The air-inÀated structure houses three
¿elds, three batting cages, and golf netting. The City
constructed the Savage Sports Center to provide indoor training space for local youth athletic groups and
expand recreational opportunities for the community.
Open seven days a week 12 noon to 10 p.m., the
Sports Center will be used primarily by sports organizations such as the Burnsville Athletic Club, Prior
Lake Athletics for Youth and the Prior Lake/Savage
Soccer Club. The groups rent ¿elds for speci¿c blocks
of time, the proceeds of which go toward paying back
the costs of building and operating the facility. Soccer
and lacrosse teams are expected to be the most frequent users of the Sports Center, although the facility
can support a whole host of other activities as well.
The general public may use the Savage Sports Cen-

<RXWKIURP6DYDJHKHOSHG0D\RU-DQHW:LOOLDPVDQG&LW\RI6DYDJHRI¿FLDOVFXWWKHULEERQ1RYDW
the grand opening of the new Savage Sports Center. Below, youth practiced Lacross inside the Center.

ter between 12 noon to 2 p.m.. on weekdays to walk
or jog indoors. There is no charge. Other activities for
the public, which would be planned during hours that
aren’t in high demand, are being developed. Details
will be posted at savagesportscenter.com as offerings
are ¿nalized.
The Savage Sports Center will be operational annually from November through April. The dome will
be removed in May and stored onsite through October;
however, the turf will still be available for use.

Minnesota Children’s Museum’s “Smart Play Spot” coming to the Shakopee Library
With funding from the Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Legacy Fund and matching community
funds, the Minnesota Children’s Museum will partner with the Shakopee Library to create and install a
permanent, interactive early literacy environment in
the Children’s Area. The space will feature hands-on,
three-dimensional, and multi-sensory elements for
children ages birth to early elementary school age.
Playful environments will engage children in dramatic
play, storytelling, playing with letters and sounds, vocabulary development, and high quality literature, all
designed to promote a love of reading and build prereading skills.
This “Smart Play Spot´ will only be possible with
matching funding from the community. Scott County
Library System staff are currently working on securing tax-deductible donations at this time. If you or
your organization would be interested in helping support this exciting project, please contact Barb Hegfors
at 952-233-9590 (extension 5) or via e-mail at bhegfors@co.scott.mn.us.

Developing Early Literacy

Every parent talks, sings, reads, writes, and plays
with their child, but many don’t realize that these ¿ve
practices actively develop “early literacy,´ a key ele-

can do anywhere.
Background:
Hearing the different sounds that make up words is
an important early literacy skill (phonological awareness). Most children who have dif¿culty reading have
trouble with distinguishing the distinct sounds that
make up words.

ment of helping children enter school ready to learn
to read!
Did you know that the library’s storytimes incorporate the ¿ve practices into all our storytimes" We
teach parents how to purposefully use simple activities to help children develop the skills they will need
to learn to read. Children who struggle with reading in
kindergarten and ¿rst grade often lack important early
literacy skills, and we want every child in Scott County to develop these skills so they are ready to learn to
read once they start school.
Visit the library’s webpage at www.scott.lib.mn.us
and look at our “Calendar of Events´ to see the schedule of winter storytimes at your local library.

How to get your child ready to read
even when you’re on the go

You can help children learn pre-reading skills
while you’re in the car, in the grocery store, or anywhere you and your children can talk. Here’s an example from one of our storytimes of an activity you

Activity:
One of the best ways to develop this skill is by saying nursery rhymes and singing songs with rhyming
words. Ask your librarian to recommend good rhyming books for your child’s age. You and your child can
say the rhymes as you’re getting ready in the morning,
during the day as you go from one activity to another,
or in the evening as you prepare dinner or get ready
for bed.
Please check our website (www.scott.lib.mn.us)
or call or visit your library for additional information about early childhood literacy, storytimes, library
hours and locations, or anything else!
Scott County Library System Administration
(952) 707-1760
Belle Plaine Library, (952) 873-6767
Elko New Market Library, (952) 496-8030
Jordan Library, (952) 492-2500
New Prague Library, (952) 758-2391
Prior Lake .Library, (952) 447-3375
Savage Library, (952) 707-1770
Shakopee Library, (952) 233-9590
Scott County Law Library, (952) 496-8713
Renewal Line, (952) 890-9184

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Scott SWCD tree program gets update
In response to customer requests and
numbers, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual tree program
has gone through somewhat of a transformation. In addition to 30 varieties of
high-quality seedlings, native prairie
mixes, and tree supplies, the program is
now more user-friendly with its newest
on-line component.
Most noticeable is the marketing, using a postcard to reach a cross-section
of customers with the basic information
about the annual program. The postcard’s goal is to direct them to visit the
Scott SWCD website for further steps
(www.scottswcd.org).
Once on the website, customers
can view fact cards about each variety.
Seedlings are sold in bundles of 25,
and are 18 to 24 inches in height. New
this year, customers have two options
for payment: You can either place their
order completely on-line, paying electronically with a credit card, debit card,
or bank account number; or simply print
off the on-line order and mail the payment directly to the Scott SWCD of¿ce
in Jordan.
Please go to our website to place
your on-line order today. Or if you’d
like paper copies of the tree program
materials, call or e-mail us and we’ll
send the forms to you -- (952) 492-5425
or dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us.

Tree Customer Comments…

“This is absolutely great. I didn’t
realize there would be so much
information available from Scott
County on landscaping our yard with
native trees, shrubs, and grasses. Thank
you for making all of these available.´
-- Lynne Tiegs, Prior Lake
“The ¿rst year I ordered trees from
Scott SWCD tree program was 1987,
when we planted hundreds of trees for
a windbreak north of our new home,
which we built on the farm where I
grew up. We planted the trees in a
¿eld where I used to cultivate corn,
shock grain, and haul hay. Since then,
I’ve ordered trees nearly every year
for more than 25 years. Ordering and
pickup are easy! Prices are reasonable.
The trees are healthy, and they do
really well. Plus I like the availability
of trees that are native to Minnesota:
oaks, paper birch, cedars, black cherry
and spruce.´
-- Gordon Fredrickson, Lakeville
“I am thankful for the opportunity
to put trees into the ground that will
bring bene¿ts for others years after
I am gone. The tree program is very
affordable and, with a little sweat
equity, adds tremendous opportunity

$1 million in funding available
for state’s livestock farmers

Minnesota Agriculture Commissioner Dave Frederickson recently announced that $1 million in grant funding is being made available to livestock
producers in Minnesota for on-farm improvements. The Livestock Investment
Grant Program was ¿rst funded by the
Minnesota Legislature in 2008. Since
then, 89 grant recipients have invested
an estimated $31 million in improvements to their operations.
Frederickson said the grants have enabled livestock farmers to pay for new
buildings or make renovations. In some
cases, the recipients used the grants for
modernizations and improvements that
help expedite the farm transition process to their sons or daughters.
Through this program, qualifying
producers would be reimbursed 10 percent of the ¿rst $500,000 investment,

with a minimum investment of $4,000.
Qualifying expenditures include the
purchase, construction, or improvement
of buildings/facilities for the production
of livestock, the purchase of fencing and
feeding, and waste management equipment. Producers who have suffered a
loss due to a natural disaster or unintended consequence may also apply.
The grant will not pay for livestock or
land purchases or for the cost of debt
re¿nancing.
Minnesota livestock producers who
applied for but did not receive a grant in
past years must reapply to be considered
for the 2012 program. The deadline to
apply for the grant LV-DQXDU\
More information on the Minnesota
Livestock Investment Program can be
found on the MDA website at www.mda.
state.mn.us/livestockinvestmentgrant.

for shade, landscaping, soil stability,
and beauty. We are very fortunate to
have a program like this available to
us«´
-- William P. “Lou” Costello, Jordan
“We have been supporting the Scott
SWCD tree program for the past 12plus years. The seedlings are a great
deal, and we have been able to watch
them grow into very nice trees. In
addition, the trees have improved our
landscaping and the borders along our
property.´
-- Dena and Dan Kerr, Webster
“We recently moved into our new home
in Jordan (two years ago) and have
been working to restore the wooded
area of our property. There are some
fabulous old-growth trees, but the
new growth has become completely
overgrown with buckthorn. The
removal of the buckthorn has allowed
us to plant new trees that will help
restore the health of our woods. We
are hopeful that our new daughter will
be able to enjoy the woods as much as
we do, and this wouldn’t be possible
without the Scott SWCD Tree Program.
It has allowed a young couple just
starting out in life to be able to restore
some of the beauty of nature through
this program.´
-- Jennifer and Dan Clemmerson,
Jordan
“I believe I picked up my ¿rst trees

Orin Kruschke, Belle Plaine

from the Scott SWCD Tree Program in
1972. Year after year, the shrubs and
trees are healthy and ready to grow.
More people should take advantage of
this great program. Ordering is easy,
and pickup times are very convenient.
The prices are very affordable, and the
staff is wonderful to work with every
year. The deer even love the shrubs and
trees in beautiful Belle Plaine.´
-- Orin Kruschke, Belle Plaine
“We’ve enjoyed participating in
the Scott SWCD tree program for
more than 15 years. I’ve added both
deciduous and evergreen trees for a
windbreak as well as a variety of scrubs
for bird cover and accents around our
lot.´
-- Mark Marohl, Jackson Township

Over 1,200 students attend SWCD Outdoor Education Days
Fifteen schools from Scott County -- a total of 1,279
students, teachers, and chaperones -- recently attended
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual Outdoor Education Day held near New Prague.
Participating schools included Oak Crest Elementary
School, Our Lady of the Prairie School, and Trinity
Lutheran School, Belle Plaine; Eagle Creek Elementary School, Pearson Elementary School, Shakopee
Area Catholic School, Sun Path Elementary School,
Red Oak Elementary School, and Sweeney Elementary School, Shakopee; Marion Savage Elementary
School, Savage; St. Wenceslaus Catholic School and
Falcon Ridge Elementary School, New Prague; and
Eagle View Elementary School, Elko New Market.
Minnesota Valley Electric in Jordan once again
supplied funding for the children to enjoy cartons of
milk during a short break from the six learning stations
– mosquito control, wildlife, forestry, plants, soils, and
environmental health.
Now in its 27th year, this soil and water conservation program is held each fall at the Bisek brothers’ 10acre woods northeast of New Prague. During the twohour program, the students take a closer look at mosquitoes; answer jeopardy questions about Minnesota
wildlife; learn about coniferous and deciduous trees
in the woods; play bingo, with game boards identify-

Scott SWCD staff Alyssa Alness showed students
examples of both conferous and deciduous trees
at the forestry station.

CLIMB Theatre actors Annelise and Peter put on a
fun skit about recycling and superhero CanMan at
the environmental health stop.

ing parts of edible plants; get their hands dirty while
examining the various soil types in the soils pit; and
enjoy a light-hearted play by CLIMB Theater about
recycling.
The event is sponsored by the Scott SWCD and
Scott Watershed Management Organization, in cooperation with Metropolitan Mosquito Control, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Master

Naturalist Program, Scott/Carver Master Gardeners,
Natural Resources Conservation Service, CLIMB
Theatre and Scott County Environmental Health.
For more information on the Outdoor Education
Day program, call Diane Hrabe at the Scott SWCD
of¿ce at 92 92-2.
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Upcoming SCHS Events

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

The Story of “Taps”
The 24-note melancholy bugle call known as “Taps´ is thought to be a revision
of a French bugle signal (called “Tattoo´) that noti¿ed soldiers to cease an evening’s drinking and return to their garrisons. ,t was sounded an hour before the ¿nal
bugle call to end the day by extinguishing ¿res and lights. The last ¿ve measures
of “Tattoo´ resemble “Taps.´ The word “taps´ is an alteration of the obsolete word
“taptoo,´ derived from the Dutch “taptoe.´ Taptoe was the command ² “Tap toe!´
² to shut (“toe to´) the “tap´ of a keg.
The revision that gave us present-day taps was made
during America’s Civil War by Union Gen. Daniel Adams Butter¿eld, heading a brigade camped at Harrison
Landing, Va., near Richmond. Up to that time, the U.S.
Army’s infantry call to end the day was the French ¿nal call, “L’(xtinction des feux.´ Gen. Butter¿eld decided the “lights out´ music was too formal to signal
the day’s end; one day in July 1862, he recalled the
“Tattoo´ music and hummed a version of it to an aide,
who wrote it down in music.
Butter¿eld then asked the brigade bugler, 2liver
W. Norton, to play the notes and -- after listening -lengthened and shortened them while keeping his original melody. He ordered Norton to play this new call
at the end of each day thereafter, instead of the regulation call. The music was heard and appreciated by other
brigades, who asked for copies and adopted this bugle
call. ,t was even adopted by Confederate buglers. This music was made the of¿cial
Army bugle call after the war, but not given the name “Taps´ until 1874.
The ¿rst time “Taps´ was played at a military funeral may also have been in
Virginia soon after Butter¿eld composed it. Union Capt. John Tidball, head of an
artillery battery, ordered it played for the burial of a cannoneer killed in action. Not
wanting to reveal the battery’s position in the woods to the enemy nearby, Tidball
substituted “Taps´ for the traditional three riÀe volleys ¿red over the grave. “Taps´
was played at the funeral of Confederate Gen. Stonewall Jackson 10 months after
it was composed. By 1891, Army infantry regulations required “Taps´ to be played
at military funeral ceremonies.
“Taps´ now is played by the military at burial and memorial services, to accompany the lowering of the Àag, and to signal the lights out command at day’s end.

Plan now to stave off soil
erosion before 2013
During the fall harvest, farmers may
have seen the effects of the intense rains
from the past May and June. The rills
and deeper gullies are quite obvious to
farm equipment moving across the land.
Farmers may be thinking about repairing the damage to their land, taking
steps to avoid a repeat performance in
2013. It is not too late to take steps to
correct these issues. Many of the needed
practices will stop rill and gullies from
further erosion and make the land farmable again. However, farmers must be
looking at more than just the obvious.
It is the inconspicuous sheet erosion
that is the greatest robber of topsoil. The
cropland manager wants to apply practices that enhance the topsoil to accept
water into the soil (instead of water running down slope causing erosion), to
increase the level of organic matter that
will, in turn, hold more nutrients to be
utilized by crops. This is what we now
call managing for “soil health.´ Healthy,
functioning topsoil should be the goal of
everyone. Why? Because it is the most
important part of the soil -- it is the seed
bed. Topsoil holds the most nutrients for
crops to utilize. It holds the most water
for plants and crops.
What can a crop producer do to enhance soil health? Keep topsoil in place
by providing an armor (crop residue) to
protect it against both rainfall and wind.
Minimize topsoil disturbance; working the soil too much destroys the soil
aggregates. The microbe populations
function best with little disturbance.
Cover crops are becoming more common. These provide armor against the
elements, plus the roots increase soil

SCHS, St. Francis Hospital partner
for “What’s Up Doc?” programs
“Marking Time: The Rituals of Life
& Death” exhibit runs through August
2013. The exhibit walks you through
milestones in life from birth to death
-- exploring the cultural aspects of the
rituals we assign to life’s benchmarks.
Exhibit sponsored in part by a
Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage
Legacy Grant and the Shakopee Rotary
Club.
“What’s Up Doc? Medicine in Scott
County” exhibit runs through March
16, 2013. By the time Scott County
was founded in 1853, scores of major
medical advancements had been
achieved. Doctors were listening to
heartbeats with stethoscopes, using
ether to deaden a patient’s nerves
during surgery, and vaccinating
children against smallpox. Many
people were expected to live well
into their 40s! Come see, hear, touch,
and smell a bit of Scott County’s
medical history. Exhibit and related
programming sponsored by St. Francis
Hospital.
Family Christmas Tea, Saturday,
December 15, 1:30 – 3 p.m. Create
some warm family memories this
holiday season at the Scott County
Historical Society’s Family Christmas
Tea. We are making gingerbread
houses to take home, and enjoying tea
and holiday treats in the Stans House.
Fee: $8 for supplies. Registrations
required, as space is limited. Please
call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org to register.
Note: The Scott County Historical
Society is closed December 25 for
Christmas and January 1 for New
Year’s Day.

Geneology 101, Saturday, January 19,
10 a.m. – noon. Want to learn more
about your family history but don’t
know where to start? Register for
Genealogy 101 and discover the clues
contained in Census schedules, along
with the importance of courthouse,
church, and naturalization records.
Find out how to identify your family’s
ancestral village and be introduced to
online resources. Class taught by local
genealogist Betty Dols. Fee of $15
includes class, handouts, and admission
to the Stans Museum.
Kids Kraft, Saturday, January 26,
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Great story and
fun craft for the whole family! Free,
but registrations are required to order
supplies (952-445-0378 or info@
scottcountyhistory.org).
SAVE THE DATE! Ladies Night
In… “Wine, Chocolate & Bling!”
Thursday, February 7, at SCHS. Watch
for more details!

All Things Minnesota Book Club
– meets at 6:30 p.m., the third
Thursday of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All types of handcrafters -- from
beginners to masters -- are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.
St. Francis
Hospital
Lecture
6HULHV
January -Sponsored by
St. Francis
Hospital
Nutrition
.QRZOHGJH Find out from a nutrition
expert how to eat better without losing
out on taste. Thursday, January 10, 7 – 8
p.m. Presented by St. Francis Hospital
in collaboration with the SCHS “What’s
Up Doc? Medicine in Scott County´
exhibit. Free, and refreshments will be
provided.
Dealing with Diabetes: Learn more
about risk factors and what you can do
to live well with diabetes. Thursday,
January 17, 7 – 8 p.m. Presented by St.
Francis Hospital in collaboration with
the SCHS “What’s Up Doc? Medicine
in Scott County´ exhibit. Free, and refreshments will be provided.

Dust storms occur when cropland is
not properly managed.

microorganism populations with all the
bene¿ts.
According to Doug Miller, Soil Scientist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service in Jordan, the dry
winter and early spring of 2012 created
an opportunity for strong winds in late
April to erode topsoil, blowing it off the
¿eld to points unknown. This was followed by heavy rainfall, which eroded
soil only to be followed by another
topsoil dust storm on the front of a rainstorm that struck the New Prague area in
mid-June. In fact, Miller’s house was hit
by a mix of topsoil and rain.
This fall, crops came off unusually
early – so we could be looking at up to
eight months where the topsoil could
be left bare without armor. We certainly don’t want a repeat of last May and
June, and weather has always been unpredictable. But one thing is constant:
the forces of wind and rain can be harsh.
We need to protect the living topsoil.
For more information on conservation
efforts to protect topsoil, call the NRCS
of¿ce at (952) 492-5425.

Bus Trip to Harry Potter’s World:
Renaissance, Science, Magic &
Medicine Exhibit and The Bakken
Museum, Saturday, January 12, 9
a.m. – 3 p.m. Jump on the bus for
a magical tour of the U.S. National
Library of Medicine exhibit “Harry
Pottery’s World´ at the University of
Minnesota’s Wangensteen History
Museum. After the tour, we’ll
lunch in Uptown before heading
to The Bakken Museum for their
celebration of Benjamin Franklin’s
birthday with hands-on activities,
plus a special guided tour of their
electrifying museum. Fee: $30 for
SCHS members ($35 non-members),
which includes bus and admission fees
(lunch on your own). Space is limited,
so registrations are required: please
call (952) 445-0348 or e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org.

History of St. Francis Hospital and
/RFDO0HGLFLQH Thursday, January 24,
7 – 8 p.m. Physician panel discussion –
TBD. Presented by St. Francis Hospital
in collaboration with the SCHS “What’s
Up Doc? Medicine in Scott County´
exhibit. Free, and refreshments will be
provided.
Check us out on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/

ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow
us on Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise noted, events
take place at SCHS. Fees may be
charged for some events, so please
call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. Scott County Historical
Society is located at 235 Fuller St. S. in
Shakopee.
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Our White Gambling House
Upstairs we had a switch that you could turn on
and it would go to the police department, the sheriff’s
department, and different places. That was disconnected also about a week after we moved in. There
were also Àood lights in the trees when you came in
the driveway. Some of those trees are still there. There
was a huge light on the front of the house. That was
still connected when we moved in. I don’t know if it
was because they were trying to keep the outsiders out.
There was also a place where there were holes
drilled through the house where you could put a riÀe
or gun. I don’t know if they had guards up there. At
least a crew of three men was hired at all times. I can’t
remember their names but their descendants still live
around here. Supposedly, it was the biggest gambling
house around. I heard mention that you had to have a
lot of money. You had to be somebody to get in. A person off the street couldn’t just walk in there. You had
to be part of the establishment to get in there.

This article is part of an interview with Marilyn
(Laddusaw) Lang by Tom Melchior
During the Depression in 1932, Marilyn (Laddusaw) Lang’s father, Bill Laddusaw, lost his farm. After
working as a sharecropper and dairy farmer in South
Dakota, Bill and his friend Maynard Bullock got a job
as mechanics in Sioux Falls at the Manchester Biscuit
Company. In 1942, Bill got his draft notice; he was 42
years old and had four children.
Maynard Bullock had heard that there was this
job in Shakopee. The school district was looking for
somebody to work at the National Youth Association
camp, which was located where Murphy’s Landing is
now. They needed someone who was good mechanic
and an expert welder. Maynard applied for the job, and
he got it through Superintendent John Metcalf.
Bill also applied. He took the bus up from Sioux
Falls, got the job, and returned to Sioux Falls a month
later. On October 4, 1942, the Laddusaw family took
off for Shakopee, now with four children.
Bill and Maynard became instructors for misplaced
boys and also some students from Shakopee High
School. They taught classes in sheet metal, welding,
drill press, and lathe work.
Bill was looking for housing, but there was absolutely nothing to be found that he could afford. At
this time, he had only received one paycheck from the
school district and prior to that, there was nothing. One
day somebody said there was a vacant house out at
the Mill Pond. It had been a big gambling house, but
it had been closed when [Luther] Youngdahl became
governor.

Marilyn (Laddusaw) Lang remembers moving to
Shakopee and living in a home that had previously
housed an exclusive gambling operation.

was where we ate our meals. There was an open staircase going upstairs where we lost an awful lot of heat.
Upstairs there were two more big rooms, which we
used as two bedrooms. We could put a double bed in
each bedroom plus a crib. Another daughter, Colleen
(Pavek), came along in 1945, so we needed a crib.
When my folks moved to South Dakota, they
moved my dad’s mother and dad along with them as
well as Dad’s oldest brother. My Uncle Walt’s twoand-a-half year-old daughter Barb also lived with us.
We were a family of ¿ve children. The ¿fth one was
born in 1945, so there were six girls then.
0DULO\QZKDWDUH\RXUPHPRULHVRI6KDNRSHH
We had six girls living there in these two bedrooms.
DQGWKHKRXVH"
Barb, the little two-year-old, [was] in a crib, and then
I don’t think there was a slot machine in the ice we had two double beds in each of the other bedrooms.
cream parlor, but I think everything else had a slot ma- There was a big room up there that had a toilet in it
chine, including the gas station. It was common! You and a bathtub. It was a big room. There was no hot
just saw them all over. Anyway, Governor Youngdahl water. If we wanted hot water, there was a little stove
was going to close down gambling in Shakopee, and in the basement where we could start a little heater. We
this house was the ¿rst thing they closed up. So my could get hot water for washing clothes but no water
dad had to talk to Otto Siems, who had a tiny little to the main Àoor or upstairs, just to the kitchen and for
bar downtown on First Avenue called The Hole in the washing clothes. In that room upstairs, the bathroom
Wall. I was only seven years old. I’m not sure, but it became Walter’s bedroom when the war was over in
was just about the width of a bar and bar stools. Dad 1945. He and his daughter never left us after the war
talked to Otto about renting that house. Otto had to was over. They just stayed on. Our family kept growmake a few phone calls. They told my dad they’d rent ing. Walter stayed with us until he was married again
him the house for one month so he could ¿nd some- when he was 37. Then he took his daughter with him
thing else, but they had hopes of opening that house for a few months, but she was already 20 years old
again to gambling.
then.
He came back down to Sioux Falls to get us. He
had hired Shanus Moving to move us. Unfortunately,
+RZGLG\RXFOHDQWKHKRXVH"
Shanus came with a small truck instead of a big truck.
When we came in, besides the smoke hanging so
We had to leave a lot of what we thought were trea- low, it was just terrible. My mother would take a pail
sures behind because there wasn’t room in the truck. of water and soap and a brush. She would wash an area
My oldest sister Betty (Menden) was a senior in high about two feet square and she’d have to change the waschool. My second sister Lavonne (Monnens) was a ter. It was just smoke. And she cried. My father cried
sophomore. They cried from Sioux Falls to Shakopee. when we left Sioux Falls. I can remember him putWe moved into the house on October 4, 1942. It ting his head on the steering wheel and just crying. I’d
looked so big and nice from the outside. When we never seen him cry, but they’d been through so much
opened the door, the smoke hung thick in the house. already. He just cried, broke down. When we came in
They just closed it up as it was. The bar was still con- and we opened the door of that house, my mother sat
nected. You could still pull the spigot and the beer down and cried. It was dirty. It was ¿OWK\ dirty. She
Àowed! The whiskey cabinets behind the bar were still was a very clean person, and she worked hard to clean.
¿lled with whiskey. It was not a house designed for a They didn’t want us to change anything in hopes that
family. It had a tiny little bathroom on the main Àoor they would open the house again. There was black
that wasn’t as big as this kitchen table top. It had a enamel paint up about four feet on the wall and on the
sink in the corner, and it had a men’s urinal in the other top was kind of an off white. Even the toilets and that
corner and that was the bathroom.
urinal were bad because they weren’t being used. No
The kitchen wasn’t any bigger either. The kitchen water was running. The urinals were really bad.
just had one wall that had some cupboards on it. It had
It was quite a house to grow up in. It had a big
a free-standing sink on the wall and a little built-in wrap-around porch. It started at this little kitchen on
table in the corner. The table was really small, maybe the side and wrapped all the way around, a screened-in
30 inches by 30 inches; that was it. When you came in porch. We would sleep out there in the summertime.
on the side door, there were windows there. Then you We had bunk beds out there because that upstairs was
came into what we later made into our place where we hot. There was no insulation in that house whatsoever.
ate, and that was where this bar was located. Then you In the winter it was cold, and so we’d hang blankets
came into two really large rooms. We used them as a over the open staircase to try to keep the heat down.
formal dining room and a living room. We were told It was every man for himself when you got upstairs to
that there were gambling tables in those two rooms. try to stay warm.
They had big chandeliers hanging above them.
The whiskey went out the next day. About a week
:KDWHOVHPDGHWKHKRXVHXQLTXH"
or so later, they took out the bar. The liquor cabinets
They had big iron plates that we could slide over
and the shelf that it was on stayed.
the outside doors. That was in case someone was tryIt was an impossible house to heat. It wasn’t built ing to raid or come in, I imagine. They were mounted
for living conditions. We had a coal burning stove in and you could slide them across the door. You didn’t
one of these large rooms, which we called the living roll them; you just heaved them across.
room. We had an oil burner out in the bar room, which

'LG\RXOHDYHDIWHURQHPRQWK"
Every day at the end of the month, it was my job
to go down and pay the rent. Because I was the
youngest one, I could run down there. It was a slope
down to Danger¿eld’s. 5ay Hill was down there, and
his dog Tim. I would go down there and pay the rent.
I’d walk in and on the side of the cabin, hidden in the
shakes of the cabin there was a buzzer. If I pushed
that, I came in. It opened the outside door, and then
I went about six or eight feet and then I had another
door to go through.
Ray was always there. He’d come out from the little kitchen that he had in there. I’d give him the rent
money, and he’d give me a Walnut Hill candy bar. I’m
sure it was the only candy bar he stocked because it
was a Walnut Hill and his name was Hill, so I’d always
get a Walnut Hill. I think we paid $30 a month rent. He
would take out a ledger and open it up to a page, and
he’d put the $30 in cash²it had to be cash²in the
book. The next month when I would come, he would
go to the next sheet in the ledger and this went on.
We rented there until 1950, from 1942 until 1950 on a
month-to-month basis. I was impressed with the ledger. Money never left it. When we were done paying,
it was still full of money.
+RZROGZHUH\RXZKHQ\RXOHIWWKHKRXVH"
My folks built a little, tiny house up on 8th and Spencer. We moved out in June. My oldest sister moved in
there because they were also building a house and had
sold their other house. They needed a place to live for
a few months so she and her family moved in there for
the summer months, for three or four months. They
moved out. She said it was a great pastime at night
watching the mice come out and play on the Àoor. She
was glad to get out of there, too.
:KDWKDSSHQHGWRWKHKRXVH"
The house was remodeled by two owners after we
left, but it was eventually burned down as a ¿remen
training exercise. It was burned to make room for a
parking lot. At about the same time, an arsonist set ¿re
to the St. Paul House during the night. When the St.
Paul House burned, they moved the business to the
Mill Pond and the name changed to the New Shakopee
House.
Learn more about the SCHS Greatest Generation
Oral History project, as well as local history, at the
Scott County Historical Society (235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee)!

This large white house in Shakopee was at one
time a popular gambling location.
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Recycle your fresh-cut Christmas tree
Once the upcoming holidays are
nothing but a pleasant memory, your
fresh-cut Christmas tree can continue
to serve a useful purpose. Old Christmas trees can be processed and turned
into wood chips, or mixed with active
compost and then used in landscaping
projects next summer. Most garbage
haulers offer a special collection service, usually for one to four weeks after
Christmas. In order to participate, you
must keep your tree separate from your
regular household garbage. You will
also need to remove plastic tree bags,
metal tree stands, ornaments, lights,
and tinsel from the tree. (Trees with

wooden
tree
stands
can
be
recycled
as-is.)
You
should check
with your contracted waste
hauler for speci¿c details, as
they may vary
in their pickup requirements. Be sure to ask if your
hauler charges an additional fee for this
service.
If your hauler does not offer curbside recycling for your old Christmas

tree, you still have other options. The
Mulch Store compost facility is planning to accept Christmas trees again this
year, for a charge of just $1.50 per tree.
Located four miles southwest of Shakopee, along the west side of Highway 169
near the intersection with County Road
14 (between Jordan and Shakopee),
the Mulch Store will be open to accept
your tree from January 2 to January 12
(from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 12
noon on Saturdays). For more information, you can call RRT/The Mulch Store
at (952) 946-6999.
In addition, the Shakopee Mde-

Think “Red, White, and Blue” when shopping
While tough steps still need to be taken to solve our
nation’s economic woes, there is one thing we can all
do today that will take giant steps toward ¿xing our
economic problems: always try to buy American-made
products when shopping.
So as you do your holiday shopping this year (and
when you shop throughout the year), be sure to make
a conscious effort to buy items that are made in the
USA. If you ¿nd yourself pondering which product
to buy in a store, take a moment to read the label and
see where it was manufactured. Here are just a few

websites that can help you
to ¿nd American-made
products. (There are many
others out there, too.)
madeinusa.com
madeinusaforever.com
www.madeinusa.org
www.americansworking.com
www.americanmadeworkboots.com
www.americanmadeproducts.com
www.howtobuyamerican.com

HHW holiday schedule
Remember: the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility closes each year from December 20 through January 5 to allow the facility to be cleaned and re-stocked for the 2013 operational year.
That means that the last day to drop off your hazardous waste in 2012 will be Wednesday, December 19.
The facility will reopen to serve you on Wednesday, January 9.
The normal operational schedule is Wednesdays, 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.; Thursdays, 12:00 noon to 4:00
p.m.; and Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The Scott County HHW Facility is located at 588 Country
Trail East, in Spring Lake Township (east of Jordan, south of Shakopee, or southeast of Prior Lake and
Savage).

wakanton Sioux Community compost
facility will also accept your old Christmas tree for recycling at no charge, from
January 2 to January 12. Their hours
are 7 a.m. through 5 p.m. on Monday
through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the ¿rst two Saturdays in January. Both
of these locations require that your tree
be “clean,” with all wires, lights, tinsel,
ornaments, and stands removed.
Please note that all of your unwanted
Christmas lights can be dropped off for
recycling at no charge at the Scott County HHW Facility. Visit www.co.scott.
mn.us/HHW for more information on
HHW management in Scott County.

Recycling aluminum
cans creates jobs in
Minnesota
Rexam
Beverage
Can
Americas Inc., a division of
Rexam PLC in England, has
can-making plants across
North and South America.
St. Paul, Minnesota, is home
to a Rexam plant. They
make cans for Coca-Cola,
Pepsi, 7Up, A&W Root Beer, and more.
Recycling creates more jobs than land¿lling
recyclable containers. Aluminum cans are easy
to convert into new cans and once again placed
on store shelves. The cost to recycle a can is less
than manufacturing a new can. The aluminum can
is 100 percent recyclable, and can be recycled inde¿nitely. Remanufacturing cans from recycled
aluminium cuts related air pollution by 95 percent, compared to making them from raw materials
(MORA, 2008). Recycled cans can also be made
into furniture, airplanes, and appliances!

Scott County HHW Facility -- 588 Country Trail E (Hwy 282)

Appliances now
accepted at HHW
Facility free of charge

Scott County HHW Facility is located at 588 Country Trail East, in Spring Lake Township

Hear the good news? Some appliances are now being accepted for recycling at the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste Facility at no charge!
The Scott County HHW Facility accepts many
“problem materials” at cost, including electronics, appliances, and tires. Recently, we were informed by
our appliance vendor that they are now accepting our
appliances at no charge. Since we are providing this
service at cost to our local residents and small businesses, we will now accept those items from you at no
charge as well.
The list of “standard household appliances” currently being accepted at no charge includes: microwaves,
dehumidi¿ers, window air conditioners, refrigerators,
stoves, deep freezes, washers and dryers, water heaters, and water softeners. Please note that there is still
a charge for “non-standard household appliances,”
including commercial-grade appliances and specialty
appliances (such as RV and gas/ammonia appliances,
et cetera).
Also note that there are still fees in place for dropping off electronics and tires for recycling. Electronics include items such as televisions, stereos, computers, et cetera. (PCs and laptops are still free, if intact
and functioning.) Those types of items are recycled by
a different vendor, and that vendor is still charging us
a fee at this time.
Since Scott County provides these special problem
material recycling services at cost, and our costs can
change at any time, please visit www.co.scott.mn.us/
HHW for the latest information on Household Hazardous Waste management in Scott County.

