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Volunteers make life
(and gardens) beautiful

Camping opportunities are nearby
Reservations for group camping and picnicking at Cleary Lake Regional
Park and Historic Murphy’s Landing are now being accepted for the
upcoming season. Individual reservations will be accepted for Cleary
Lake Park beginning March 14 for park patrons, April 1 for non-patrons.
Reservations are also being taken now for all 2005 Adventure Daycamps,
including the unique living-history camps offered at Historic Murphy’s
Landing. Please see page 3 for more information.

Anyone visiting the Government
Center in Shakopee this past summer
couldn’t help but notice the beautiful
flower gardens around the entry doors
of the building. They were planted with
the help of several volunteers including
Julie Douglas, a Shakopee resident who
is a volunteer through Scott County.
Julie has been volunteering in one capacity or another for Scott County since
2000, including volunteering at New
Options (the County-operated day facility for developmentally disabled adults
– see page 6).
Julie said that her work in the garden is therapeutic for her. She turned to
gardening after an accident in 1997 left
her disabled with brain and spinal cord
injuries. She found that gardening was
one thing she could do in spite of her
physical limitations.
Through the years, Julie has adapted
tools to meet her needs, including using
a lightweight auger attached to a portable
drill to loosen the garden soil and dig
VOLUNTEER to page 14

Julie Douglas helped plan, plant,
and maintain the flower gardens
at the Scott County Government
Center.

Scott County leads the way in metro recycling rates
Good job, Scott County! For the
third year in a row, we have maintained
the highest recycling rates in the Twin
Cities metro region… while continuing
to spend the least amount of money to
accomplish that goal. Scott County’s
innovative recycling program, which is
totally privatized, continues to show the
highest participation rates in the region
with no tax money being spent to support it.
In 1988, working with the solid
waste haulers that were serving Scott
County, a unique approach to meeting
the state-mandated recycling requirements was established by an amendment
to the County’s Solid Waste Ordinance.
The County’s program requires that any
waste hauler wishing to operate in Scott
County must provide specified recycling
services to their customers. All of these
haulers presently exceed the minimum
requirements.
Scott County’s recycling program
received a national award for innovation

in 1990.
Scott County has also worked with
the private sector on several other solid
waste management programs. Appliance recycling, for example, is performed entirely through the private sector, thanks to several companies that
came forward to establish programs
here. The County received a statewide
award from the Association of Minnesota Counties in 1990 for establishing
our privatized appliance recycling program. In addition, yard waste
composting is also totally private within
Scott County.
Scott County continues to look for
ways to meet state solid waste management goals that do not result in long term
financial obligations for the County. We
are currently searching for sustainable
options for the proper management of
old televisions and computers. At a time
when most local governments are strugRECYCLING LEADERS to Page 10

Computer monitors, TVs to be
banned from landfills after July 1
In 2003, the Minnesota Legislature
passed a law that will ban the landfill
disposal of electronics containing a cathode ray tube (CRT, or picture tube)
which are found in computer monitors
and televisions. The Minnesota Statute 115A.9565 states: Effective July 1,
2005, a person may not place in mixed
municipal solid waste (MSW) an electronic product containing a cathoderay tube.
CRTs are considered the single largest source of lead in Minnesota’s solid
waste, containing five to eight pounds
of lead per unit. Lead makes up approximately 20 percent of each CRT. The ban
will keep toxic lead out of landfills and
will increase the amount of materials
being recycled. The CRTs will need to
be brought to a recycling facility once

the ban takes effect.
There are three other states with a
CRT ban in place or ready to be implemented. California adopted regulations
BAN BEGINS JULY 1 to page 4

Plan your gardens

Farm Family of the Year

Transportation planning

Local Master Gardeners
will host “Garden Fever
2005” on March 12.
Page 4

The Randy and LouAnn Wagner
family has been named Scott County’s
Farm Family of the Year.
Page 7

A variety of county highway projects
are planned for the coming years, but
funding shortfalls may cause delays.
Page 8
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Entering a new phase
With apologies to history aficionados and sociology majors, allow me to suggest that Scott County has completed two distinct (albeit interrelated) phases in its
history, and we’re just a few short years into a new and exciting dimension. In a
very non-academic sense, I recently suggested to the County Board that we have
embarked upon the “third phase” in our County’s history — a phase that will clearly
direct how this County will evolve over first few decades of the current century.
But let’s examine each phase separately.
From 1853 to 1969 (116 years), Scott County was rural, agricultural, and quite
independent. County services were limited, with a strong emphasis on public safety;
many employees were part-time and fully engaged in other non-county work as
well. The oft-used planning terminology “free standing growth center” was clearly
true and with minor exceptions, each city in the County was generally small, selfsufficient, and – generally speaking – growing at a modest pace. In fact, Census
statistics demonstrate that the most significant growth spike during this phase of
the County’s history followed major wars when the servicemen and women returned home.
From 1969 to 2002 (33 years), Scott County entered into a new era – let’s call
it the “building era.” This phase was hallmarked by building in terms of population growth and land development, but also in the functional restructuring of the
County organization. Clearly, the twin issues of growth and development rapidly
became more significant on the local agenda; similarly, the need to be more functionally interdependent with our metro-area partners became reality with the creation of the Metropolitan Council. Throughout the state of Minnesota, the role and
function of county government began to expand, as a new emphasis on the provision of human services and environmental health became increasingly “decentralized.” Over this thirty-three year phase, there was a certain stability on the County
Board, despite the evolution of the role of Commissioner; and as the size of the
County workforce grew, so did the emergence of a more professional approach to
local governance and administration. All of this occurred during a context of increasing state and federal mandates, which required the recruitment of professional staff members to manage and carry out the array of new functions and responsibilities imposed upon them by the state. Joe Ries was hired as the first
County Administrator in 1969, and he subsequently reorganized the County structure and hired all of the executive team members — many of whom served 25 to
35 years in their capacities.
Now, from roughly 2002 up through the current day, Scott County is
transitioning into a new phase of its life. Through retirements, the County is changing over many of its original “builders”; with changes at the County Board level as
well as with key personnel, it is clear that new policies, programs, priorities are the
results. The decision to build the Law Enforcement Center was a watershed moment for the County. Moreover, our emerging focus on regional parks, transit
planning, SCALE, “end land use” comprehensive planning, and “any one, anywhere, any time” internet access are all indicators of a new direction and new
dimension.
Many of the changes implicit in the County’s renewed direction are already
underway. While the outcomes are not quite obvious or visible yet, they are coming. In fact, the County Board’s recent adoption of the five Strategic Initiatives has
created the foundation for our future. Grounded in realistic initiatives, well defined objectives, and measurable tasks, Scott County is developing a new emphasis on public accountability, enhanced citizen participation, and the creation of an
entirely different public service model. Plainly stated: we want to be the best in
the business. This is not an idealized statement, but a strong motivator. And it is
not just wishful thinking, but our rallying cry. It is common knowledge that visions without clear implementation strategies are nothing more than hallucinations; thus, we know that we must be realistic, must be clear and well articulated,
and must drive our goals and objectives. We are raising the bar to a higher standard, one that will require leadership, commitment, and clarity of purpose well
into the future.
The best in the business. We’re not there yet. We have a lot of work to do. But
we look forward to the trip ahead.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott county government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.
This newsletter was produced in part with funding from
the Office of Environmental Assistance. It is printed on
recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

February 15
February 22

Board Meetings Through April 2005
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting, County Board workshop

April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except where indicated above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary Tracy
Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Tracy Cervenka at
tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (1 vacancy).
This Committee consists of one member from each Commissioner District, and
two-at large members. Currently, there is vacancy in Commissioner District 5.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission and the Board of Adjustment
is to prepare and recommend amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan in
the townships; review all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, variances, plans for subdivisions of land, and amendments; and to make
recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board. Meets the second
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are vacancies in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, and 5. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation,
and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops
and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest
group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs,
services, and performance. The Resource Council meets quarterly on the third
Monday of the first month of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
Mental Health Advisory Committee (2 vacancies) The Mental Health Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply; however, consumers
(or family members of consumers) of mental health services, adults who received
mental health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott
County’s minority population are encouraged to apply. The committee meets the
third Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.
Community Health Advisory Committee: There are open at-large vacancies
on this Committee, which is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource
Council. The Committee helps with planning and community integration of public
health services and make policy and budget recommmendations to the Board of
Commissioners. The Committee meets four times per year.
University of Minnesota – Scott County Extension Committee (2 vacancies). This Committee consists of one representative from each of the Commissioner Districts, and one at-large youth member. Currently, there are vacancies in
Commissioner Districts 1 and 5. In partnership with the University of Minnesota,
the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets,
and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and
enhance the economy and the environment through education, applied research,
and the resources of the University of Minnesota. Meets five times per year.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; and the cities of Elko, New Market, and precinct 6 in the city of Savage.
• District 3 – The city of Shakopee precincts 1-6, 8, and 10
• District 4 – The city of Prior Lake, and precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12 in the
city of Shakopee.
• District 5 – The city of Savage, except precinct 6.
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News from Three Rivers Park District

Parking fees eliminated at regional parks
Parking Fees Eliminated
Visitors to Three Rivers Park District’s regional
parks, park reserves, and other facilities will no longer
be required to pay for parking, effective Jan. 1.
The Park District, which operates more than
27,000 acres of parkland in the seven-county metro
area and serves more than 4 million visitors annually,
is eliminating its daily parking fees for personal family vehicles in order to provide better access to its constituents.
“The Park District has had a system that is supported by all the taxpayers in suburban Hennepin
County, but limited to those who choose to pay a parking fee,” said James Deane, chairman of the Park
District’s board of commissioners. “All of our constituents who support the Park District through their
taxes should be able to come out and enjoy our wonderful system of parks.”
In addition to eliminating daily parking fees, the
Park District also plans to modify its Park Patron program, which has included an annual parking pass, discounts and other benefits. Throughout 2005, current
Park Patron cards will continue to receive Patron discounts and other benefits until their pass expires in
2005. In the meantime, a program is being developed
that will provide opportunities for constituents to continue their support and affiliation with the Park District. Information will be announced later this spring
regarding the opportunities associated with the new
program.
In 2005, park visitors will be required to pay user
fees for boating, archery, pet exercise areas, and horseback riding. The daily fee for these activities will be
$5; annual permits will cost $30 for the first pass in a
household and $15 for each additional pass. 2004
permits for archery, pet exercise areas, and horseback
riding will be accepted until their expiration.

Reservations Begin for Popular Park Sites
and Programs
Planning a company event, reunion, wedding, or
camping trip? Looking for the ideal spring golf lesson
or summer daycamp? Let us help! Three Rivers Park
District provides scenic and spacious sites for families and groups to gather at Historic Murphy’s Landing and Cleary Lake Regional Park. Golfers of all
ages can improve their swing with lessons at Cleary
Lake golf course, and kids and adults will not want to
miss the unique daycamps offered at Historic Murphy’s
Landing.
For details about these offerings or others in the
Park District, call Reservations at (763) 559-6700 or
visit www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.
• Group camping and picnicking – Reservations began January 5. Cleary features a spacious enclosed picnic pavilion for groups up to 175, and two
large picnic shelters for groups up to 100. Cleary also
offers five group campsites, each with fire rings and
grills, and able to accommodate between 25-80 people.
Picnickers and campers have access to the beach, hiking and biking trails, creative play area, driving range,
and golf course. Historic Murphy’s Landing provides
a memorable 19th Century setting for large group events
or company picnics. Murphy’s Landing features a pavilion for groups up to 200, or groups up to 800 may
reserve use of other portions of the site. Arrangements
may be made for site tours, horse-drawn trolley rides,
and 1800s games. A Park District Picnic Planning
Guide is available, and includes information on park
locations, sites, and fees, as well as tips on reservations, food, beverage planning, and picnic program
ideas.
•
General family campground – Reservations
begin March 14 for Park Patrons and April 1 for nonpatrons. Cleary Lake Regional Park has five campsites open May through mid October at its Red Pine
Hike-in Family Camping Area. The sites are for rustic
tent camping, with picnic tables and fire rings at each
site and pit latrines and a water pump nearby.
• Daycamps – Reservations begin February 1
for all 2005 Adventure Daycamps, including the unique
living-history camps offered at Historic Murphy’s
Landing.

Swing into spring at Cleary
Lake Golf Course

The Cleary Lake Park clubhouse.

The 9-hole, par 27 golf course at Cleary Lake
Regional Park is the perfect place to take in a quick
game or take a golf lesson offered through the Golf
Academy of Three Rivers Park District.
Trees, wetlands, and meadows surround this quiet,
family-oriented course. Golfers of all skill levels will

Cleary Lake Park offers golf programs for youth.

enjoy the scenic views, driving range, and putting and
chipping greens. Pavilion rental is available for groups.
For details about the golf course and a listing of Golf
Academy
lessons
available,
visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf. For a Golf
Academy brochure, visit Cleary Lake Visitor Center
or call (763) 559-9000. Whether you are a dabbling
duffer or a tour hopeful, Cleary Lake Park has a lesson
for you. Group lessons, private lessons, and clinics are
available for adults, couples, women, and juniors.
New Registration Process for
Cleary Lake’s Junior Golf Programs
Registrations for Hook A Kid on Golf and Junior
League now need to done either on-line
www.ThreeRiversParkDistrict.org or by calling Park
District reservations at (763)559-6700. Registration
begins at 8 a.m., Tuesday March 1. It is important to
know your Household I.D number. Call reservations
to get a number. Hook A Kid On Golf is a national
program whose mission is to provide communities with
a comprehensive youth golf programs that eliminate
all the obstacles discouraging kids from playing golf.
As a part of the program, each child is provided with a
new bag, a golf shirt, golf hat, and other golf items
needed to learn the game. Junior League is a longstanding program at Cleary Lake Golf Course. One
hundred junior co-ed golfers participate for eight weeks
each summer. The program is designed for golfers
who are familiar with the game and play on a regular
basis. The league plays every Tuesday afternoon for
eight weeks beginning on June 14.
For more information about Three Rivers Park
District, visit www.threeriversparkdistrict.org or call
(763) 559-9000.

Minnesota FoodShare
Campaign begins March 1
The CAP Agency Food Shelf usage
continues to increase each year. In 2004,
the food shelf served an average of over
900 families each month. Each family
is able to select a five-day supply of groceries that meets the nutritional needs
and preferences of their family.
How can you help? March is Minnesota FoodShare month. Minnesota
FoodShare is an annual statewide campaign which works to meet the unmet
needs of hungry people by promoting
food and monetary donations to benefit
food shelves throughout the state. Minnesota FoodShare officially runs March
1-31, and is a program of the greater
Minneapolis Council of Churches.
Each year the CAP Agency participates in Minnesota FoodShare to support its food shelf in Shakopee. The
CAP Agency Food Shelf serves residents
of Scott and Carver counties who are
financially unable to provide enough
food to feed their household.
Hundreds of schools, businesses,
churches, community organizations, and
individuals host Minnesota FoodShare

collections of food and money during
the month of March in support of CAP
Agency Food Shelf. If you are interested in hosting a Minnesota FoodShare
drive for the CAP Agency, please contact Joan Lynch, Development Director,
at (952) 402-9854.
All donations to the CAP Agency
Food Shelf are appreciated. However,
please keep in mind that there are specific items that best meet the needs of
the food shelf clients. These items include canned fruit, peanut butter,
baked beans, black beans, cereal,
canned tuna and macaroni and cheese.
Also, clients are often in need of basic
household items such as bar soap, diapers, laundry detergent, shampoo,
toilet paper, and toothpaste.
Monetary donations to the food
shelf can be made out to the CAP Agency
Food Shelf and sent to the CAP Agency,
712 Canterbury Road South, Shakopee,
MN 55379. Donations can be delivered
to the CAP Agency Monday through
Friday, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Commissioner Vogel becomes new chair
Scott County Commissioner Bob Vogel (at left) from New Market received
the gavel from outgoing County Board Chair Barbara Marschall of Prior Lake
as he assumed the chair’s duties for 2005. Commissioner Vogel was elected
to the Board in 2002, and re-elected last November. He represents District 2,
which includes Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market
Townships; and the cities of Elko, New Market, and precinct 6 in the city of
Savage.
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“Garden Fever 2005” seminar set for March 12
Garden Fever 2005: Enhancing Your Home
Landscape will be held at the Chaska Community
Center on March 12. This is the seventh annual fullday seminar to be sponsored by the Carver/Scott Master Gardeners.
Seminar topics and speakers include:
• “Design Secrets to a Beautiful Yard,” hosted
by Don Engebretson. Don is more commonly known
as “the Renegade Gardener,” gardening columnist,
writer, and field editor for Better Homes and Gardens
magazine.
• “You Can’t Grow Apples in Minnesota (According to Horace Greeley),” hosted by David Bedford,
a U of M research scientist who works primarily as a
fruit breeder for new northern climate fruit varieties,
including Honeycrisp and Zestar! He will show just
how mistaken Mr. Greeley was.
• “A Moveable Herb Garden,” hosted by
Theresa Mieseler, co-owner of Shady Acres Herb Farm.
Theresa is a lecturer, published author, and member of
the Herb Society of America.
• “Trees for the Landscape: How Do I Know
This One Will Last?” hosted by Gary Johnson, Professor of Urban and Community Forestry in the Col-

lege of Natural Resources at the U of M. Gary has
over 20 years experience in landscape design and maintenance, and is a certified arborist.
In addition to the speakers and handouts, a continental breakfast, commercial exhibits, door prizes,
lunch, silent auction, and Master Gardener educational
displays are included in the $30 advance registration
fee.
We invite you to join us
at the Chaska Community
Center, 1660 Park Ridge
Drive, Chaska, from 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Attendance is limited, apply
early! The registration
deadline is March 4. Refunds are not possible after
that date. Please make your
check payable to Carver/
Scott Master Gardeners and mail to: University of
Minnesota Extension Service, Carver County, 609 West
First Street, Waconia, MN 55387. Call (952) 4424496 for more information.
The Master Gardener program is an educational

Recycle old phone books
after new ones arrive
Every year around this time, we receive a variety of new phone books for
use in our homes and offices. This, of
course, also means that we will find ourselves with several old phone books that
we no longer need. The amount of old
phone books that are discarded each year
across our country is incredible: For example, Qwest alone has recycled more
than 205,000 tons of outdated phone
books since 1991. That is a staggering
volume of material that is being recycled
instead of simply being thrown into a
landfill. In fact, if that number of phone
books were laid end to end, they would
stretch from Washington D.C. to Los
Angeles! When you multiply those statistics by the number of other companies that also publish phone books across
the country, the volume is mind-boggling. These numbers attest to why it is
so important for us to recycle our old
phone books once we have received our
new ones.
Most Scott County residents can
simply place their old phone books in

their curb-side
recycling containers. Some
solid-waste
haulers do limit
the number of
phone books
that you can
place in your
recycling each
week, so you may want to spread your
load out over several weeks.
Buckingham Recycling Center, located
at 5980 Credit River Road in Prior Lake,
will also take your old phone books at
their recycling center. In addition,
Certainteed Corporation in Shakopee
will also take your used phone books for
use in their manufacturing process.
Certainteed has two containers located
near the guard shack at their main plant
entrance on 4th Avenue East in Shakopee.
Simply place your used phone books in
the container labeled “mixed paper” and
they will be re-processed in their shinglemaking operations.

Old cell phones can be
donated, recycled
As cell phones become have more
common, so has the problem of what to
do with your old one. There are several
different things that can be done with
your old cell phone, and some are rather
creative. So, as you contemplate
whether you should invest in a newer and
nicer cell phone, keep these ideas in
mind for disposing of your old one.
Old cell phones that are still in working order can always be used to call 911
-- at no cost. In that respect, they are
valuable for many people who may need
emergency assistance. You could donate
it to a women’s shelter, or give it to a
elderly family member or friend. Even
if the battery doesn’t hold a charge any
more, the phone can still be useful. As
long as you still have the plug-in car
adaptor, the phone can still be used to
call for assistance when in a car.
In addition, you can give your old
cell phones to a variety of different programs for re-use or recycling. For example, both Verizon and Sprint Wireless
have programs in-place to donate or recycle used cell phones. Office Depot

has also begun a
program to collect and recycle
used cell phones
across the country. Many other
companies are
providing their
old phones to
women’s shelters and other
programs where
a need exists. So, don’t simply throw
your old cell phone away when you buy
a new one. A little research will likely
produce many options for you to consider!
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is one place that would be
happy to take your unneeded cell
phones. Please be certain that they are
digital (not analog), in working order,
and come with some kind of battery
charger (car adapors are preferred).
Please call SVABW at (952) 873-4214
for more information.

outreach of the University of Minnesota Extension
Service. It utilizes trained volunteers to assist people
and their communities through gardening information
and activities. Carver and Scott Counties are served
by 100 active Master Gardeners.

Ban begins July 1
to ensure proper collection and recycling
of CRTs; its ban took effect in 2002.
Massachusetts also implemented a ban
in 2000 due to the rapidly increasing
share of CRTs being generated as solid
waste. Maine will ban CRTs and CRTcontaining devices from disposal at solid
waste disposal facilities in 2006.
Our lives are filled with many types
of electronic equipment, including computers, televisions, stereo equipment,
and cellular phones, just to name a few.
As these products wear out or become
outdated, we must then solve the problem of what to do with them. There are
more and more waste electronic products every year. In 1998 alone, an estimated 35 million personal computers
were sold in the U.S. That same year,
another 20.6 million computers became
obsolete, and only 11 percent of those
were recycled. Some estimates indicate
that nearly 500 million computers will
become obsolete between 1997 and
2006. Some parts of electronic products contain potentionally hazardous
materials, such as lead, mercury, arsenic,
and cadmium. These hazardous materials are not a problem when you use these
products, but they can create environmental problems if they are thrown away
with other household garbage. Fortunately, environmentally preferable disposal options for old electronic goods,
including recycling and reuse, are becoming increasingly available to businesses and households in Minnesota.
What are the options for disposal?
There are options for you to get rid
of your unwanted electronics. Consider
leasing your equipment, as users do not
assume ownership of the product in a
lease arrangement. When it’s time to upgrade to a newer product, the old unit is
returned to the vendor, often for a credit
toward a future purchase. When buying
new computer equipment, ask about
lease options. Repairing an electronic
or electrical item may be cheaper than
replacing it, or buy upgradeable gear.
Some products can be upgraded by replacing a single component instead of
the entire unit -- which saves money and
reduces waste. Non-working or older
items may also have value for parts,
which could be used for repair.
Schools, non-profits, and charitable
organizations will often accept working
electronic and electrical goods, and your
donations may be tax-deductible. Some
dealers, retailers, or manufacturers will
take back your old equipment when new
equipment is purchased. Ask your dealer

From Page 1

or manufacturer about programs to accept old equipment for resale or recycling.
Recycling old electronic equipment
keeps hazardous materials out of waste
and makes it possible to recover resources. Recyclers typically disassemble units, salvage reusable parts, and
send materials to final processors. Most
recyclers charge a fee for that service.
Several businesses in Minnesota specialize in recycling old electronic or electrical appliances, and most will accept
items from households as well as businesses.
In 1999, Minnesota named electronic products containing CRTs as a
priority for product stewardship initiatives. Product stewardship means that
everyone involved in designing, manufacturing, selling, and using products
takes responsibility for the environmental impacts at every stage of a product’s
life. In particular, product stewardship
asks manufacturers to share in the financial and physical responsibility for recovering and recycling products when
people are done using them. When
manufacturers share in the costs and responsibility for collecting and recycling
products, they have an incentive to design products differently, to reduce toxic
constituents, and increase the use of recycled materials.
Minnesota -- along with a growing
number of other states -- is asking electronics manufacturers and retailers to
help establish and fund collection and
recycling programs for old electronic
products. In initiatives at both the state
and national levels, the Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance (OEA)
advocates programs that achieve the following two criteria: 1) Convenient, accessible collection opportunities provided throughout the state; 2) Costs of
collection and recycling are incorporated
into product prices, so that recycling
programs are not funded with tax dollars (and so that consumers are not
charged a drop-off fee for recycling).
Rechargeable batteries
also banned from landfills
Minnesota law prohibits households
and businesses from disposing of most
rechargeable batteries and all mercurycontaining components in municipal
trash. Household electronics should also
be managed responsibly, even in small
quantities. Call the Scott County Environmental Department at (952) 4968473 for more information.
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Watch water usage
when washing clothes
should try to
be as efficient as possible with our
resources.
Washing full
loads instead
of partial
loads, for example, will
waste less

Sure, we all wash clothes. And
of course, we all use water and soap
when we do. But, just how much water
do we use? And what does that water
usage mean for our septic system? We’ll
“dive into” the septic system information in a moment. First, lets take a look
at some interesting numbers:

• Did you know that 400 loads of
laundry are washed by a typical U.S.
household in one year?
• Total number of loads of laundry washed every year in the U.S. -- 35
billion;
• Percentage of U.S. households
with washers and dryers in the home -74 percent;
• Percentage of washing machines replaced by U.S. consumers each
year -- 7 percent;
• The annual electricity consumption (in kilowatt hours) of all of the
washers and dryers in the United States
-- 81,000,000,000;
• What is the energy savings that
you will enjoy if you use a high-efficiency washing machine compared to
conventional washer -- 33 to 50 percent;
• The amount of water used in a
full load with a conventional washer -40 gallons;
• The amount of water used in a
full load with a high-efficiency washer
(a washer certified by Energy Star – ‘Energy Star’ is a U.S. EPA and U.S. Department of Energy program to identify
efficient appliances) -- 18 to 25 gallons;
• The average amount of water
used for clothes washing each year by a
typical American household -- 16,000
gallons;
• The amount of water saved annually by using an Energy Star washing machine compared to a conventional
washer -- 7,000 gallons.
What do these numbers mean to you
or me? For starters, we are obviously
using a lot of water and electricity when
we wash and dry our laundry, using precious resources. That by itself is not a
bad thing; we obviously need to wash
our dirty laundry. However, we really

water and electricity.
Heavy water usuage especially
hard on septic systems
For those of us who liveoutside of
town, there is another thought to consider: what does that water usage mean
to our septic system? The more water
we use in our home, the more “work”
our septic system has to do. The more
work it does, the shorter its lifespan will
likely be. In other words, we should try
to minimize the amount of water that we
send through our septic system whenever possible.
As noted above, this could mean
washing full loads whenever possible.
And, there is another thought to consider
when planning your laundry: an even
rate of water-usage throughout the week
is better for your septic system than a
big “wave” of water on a single day. In
other words, it is better for your septic
system to wash one load of wash each
day of the week than it is to wash all
seven loads on Saturday. A large amount
of water rushing through your septic
system in one day may stir up solids in
your septic tank, and flush those solids
through into your soil treatment system
(your drainfield, your trenches, or your
mound system). Those solid particles
may plug the soil pores in your
drainfield, and thus can lead to premature system failure.
With the price of septic systems being so high today, it’s best to extend the
life of your system as long as you can.
Spreading your water usage out over the
week (and having your septic tank
pumped every two to three years as required by law) will help your drainfield
to last much longer!

Safeguard your septic system
from freezing up during winter
As of January 10, according to a local newspaper, the Twin Cities set a
record for getting the farthest into a winter without receiving a single inch of
snow during one snow event. While
snow enthusiasts eagerly await snow, so
should you if you have an Individual
Sewage Treatment System (ISTS).
A snow cover normally serves as a
blanket of insulation for your ISTS, protecting it from the cold temperatures of
Winter. However, in dry years, people
with an ISTS need to take additional
measures to avoid a septic freeze up.
A few of the common reasons for
septic system freeze ups are lack of snow
cover, compacted snow, lack of plant
cover, lack of system use, a low steady
flow into the system (i.e. a leaky fixture
or a running toilet), or cold air getting
into the system. Here are a few tips to
prevent an ISTS freeze up:
♦ Hay, straw, or mulch can be good
substitutes for snow. A layer of 6” to a
foot would be sufficient over the pipes,
tank, and soil treatment system.
♦ Fix or replace any leaking water
fixtures, since the slow steady flow of

water into your ISTS can cause pipes to
freeze.
♦ Use substantial portions of hot
water whenever possible. The additional
warm water entering the system will help
increase the overall temperature of the
ISTS.
♦ Visually inspect your system for
any broken or cracked inspection pipes
or inspection pipe caps; fix and replace
as needed. This will eliminate any cold
air entering the ISTS.
♦ Avoid compacting soil/snow on
top of your system, as compacted soils
allow frost to go deeper into the soil and
should be avoided. A general rule is to
not drive anything larger than a lawn
tractor on any part of the ISTS.
If you follow these guidelines, you
will significantly reduce the probability
of a frozen ISTS. If you do suspect a
system freeze, contact an ISTS professional. A list of professionals and other
helpful information regarding an ISTS
can
be
found
at:
http://
septic.coafes.umn.edu/homeowner/
index.html or call Scott County Community development at 952-496-8475.

Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Future focus
The environmental protection movement of the 1970s stimulated support for
most of the environmental programs that exist today. Thirty odd years ago, the
state of our nation’s environment was bad and rapidly getting worse. There were
virtually no regulations for how we managed our wastes; municipal sewage may or
may not have received treatment before being discharged to the nearest stream,
river, or lake. Many municipal sewage systems were combined with storm sewers,
and even if the city had a sewage treatment plant, they generally couldn’t treat the
combined volumes during storm events. Industrial and residential waste disposal
was regulated sporadically, but not effectively. Many dumps practiced open burning as well as burial — some involved dumping into wetlands. Air pollution was
a growing problem and becoming a real health concern in parts of the country.
Most of us were affected in some way by the lack of environmental protection
programs. Maybe it was by a neighbor’s smelly burning garbage.
My best friend almost died when he contracted typhoid fever from swimming
in a sewage-polluted river that ran through a park in our town. I have vivid memories of the day when I stepped out of a canoe into that river and sunk a foot into
sewage sediment swarming with long white sewage worms. I can almost still
smell the acrid smoke from the burning city dump where I occasionally helped my
father, who was a carpenter, empty his trailer of construction debris. I remember
seeing barrels of toxic liquids being dumped by a local industry and being told not
to get too close or breathe the black smoke from the fire that consumed the wastes.
I also remember seeing dead birds floating in the wetland being slowly filled by
the dump. I guess it isn’t surprising that the love I had for fishing, hunting, and
camping with my dad encouraged me to do something about the disrespect I was
seeing for the environment.
We have come a long way since those days, but problems still exist. Last
September, I saw a mile wide plume of sewage being spewed into Lake Michigan
from Milwaukee’s old combined sewage/storm sewer system. As I travel around
the state, I still see small dumps here and there and failing septic systems. I still see
people burning things they shouldn’t. Air pollution and drinking water contamination are still real problems in many places. Mercury contamination from air pollutants has rendered most of our lakes so tainted that we are warned to limit our
consumption of fish. And the whole issue of global warming and the human actions that contribute to this devastating environmental impact are larger than many
of the problems we have spent the last 30 years correcting.
Concern for the environment has not declined, but the memories of how bad it
got before we started to do something about it are diminishing. Some people have
questioned the cost for environmental programs. Admittedly, some programs were
overzealous as a result of runaway enthusiasm. I recall on numerous occasions
debating with my peers about the need for programs that I believed were not justified in consideration of other needs I saw in society. The pendulum of support
swings both ways, and it is definitely swinging backward in many cases now. How
far it will go toward dismantling environmental programs remains to be seen. Some
recent trends, however, have me concerned. I don’t believe we have yet resolved
all of the environmental problems.
Here in Scott County, we have the good fortune to have adequate — though
perhaps threatened — drinking water. Elsewhere, many communities are struggling to meet the demand for potable water. Here, we are taking steps to better
understand our groundwater resources before we are fully developed.
We are also moving toward publicly managed community sewage treatment
systems for rural developments, rather than relying solely on individual septic systems. Scott County has one of the most cost-effective solid waste management
programs in the state, and our household hazardous waste facility operates as efficiently as any in the region.
However, considering our declining economic resources, I believe it is wise to
re-evaluate the continued need for some aspects of environmental protection. But
we must not lose our vision of a healthy environment for our children.

Need to seal your old well?
Cost-share funds are available
State law requires that a well that is not in use
must be sealed, unless the property owner has a
maintenance permit for the well (a maintenance
permit allows an unused well to remain unsealed
as long as it is properly maintained). A maintenance permit is not transferable, and requires a
yearly fee of $125. However, a property owner
does not have to apply for a maintenance permit
if their well is either sealed or put back into regular use.
If the well is sealed, state law requires that it
must be sealed by a licensed well contractor or a
licensed well sealing contractor (Minnesota Statutes, Section 103I.301). If you have an old, unused well on your property, there is now additional funding available to help you with the costs of having that well properly sealed. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Well Management Section maintains a list of agencies that offer cost-sharing for well
sealing. For more information, contact either the Scott County Soil and Water
Conservation District at (952) 492-5425 or the MDH at (651) 215-0811.
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You can make a difference as a New Options volunteer
“Playing lifts our spirits and I’m sure
it lifts theirs also. It works both ways.”
This was Paul Franzen’s comment
when asked about playing his concertina
at New Options. Paul is a member of
the Czech Area Concertina Club. The
club has approximately 190 members
and meets once a month at the Park Ballroom in New Prague for a jam session.
The members also play at area nursing
homes, as well as parades and other festivities.
Franzen and other concertina friends
like to play at New Options. And the staff
and clients at New Options love to host
them! The hour break from work lifts
everyone’s spirits. You can tell by the
smiling, the swaying to the music, the
clapping, the singing, and the cheering.
Several of the people even get up and
dance.
When Melissa, Amanda, and Angie
Stocker, daughters of William and
Nancy Stocker of New Prague, had time
off from work and school, they came to
New Options to play Christmas carols
on their flute, trumpet, and French horn,
respectively. Everyone sang and clapped
to the music.
New Options staff are always looking for more people to come and share
their talents. If you have a talent or skill
that you would like to share, please give
us a call. We are looking for anyone
who enjoys singing or playing an instrument, as well as people who enjoy read-

Concertina players enjoy volunteering for the New Options program. New Options is a program for adults
with disabilities. There are many volunteer opportunities available at the center.
ing to others, doing crafts, playing
games, teaching painting and drawing.
You don’t have to commit to coming on
a regular basis. You can come when it
works with your schedule, and stay as
long as you like. Staff are always available to assist you and the clients with

your activity. You are not on your own.
New Options is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Please give us a call at (952) 403-7979,
if you would like to know more about
New Options and the volunteer opportunities available, we can give you a tour

Land disturbances require
permits, erosion control
As you travel through Scott County,
you may have noticed black (sometimes
orange) fences surrounding construction
sites. These are called silt fences, and
they are one of the many erosion and
sediment control practices required to
help prevent sediment from leaving construction sites during rain or snow melt
events.
Erosion and Sediment Control
(ESC) is required for construction sites
because the sediment runoff is a pollutant that causes serious water quality
problems for our wetlands, lakes, and
streams which depend on a source of
good, clean water to remain healthy.
To protect our natural resources,
Scott County Ordinances require that a
construction permit be issued before a
project begins. If you live in the unincorporated areas of the County and are
planning to build a home or accessory
building, do land clearing, grading, or
bring fill materials onto your property,
you need to contact Scott County Community Development at (952) 496-8475
to apply for a permit.
As part of the review of the permit
application, the County will check the
area surrounding the project to make sure
the plans include any special measures
needed to avoid damages to other properties, wetlands, or other downstream
areas.
During construction, Scott
County’s Storm Water Management Program helps to protect the natural resources by providing ESC field inspections to check for effective erosion control. Each construction site — including residential subdivisions and individual building lots — will receive between two and four visits each month
for the duration of the project, and the
cost of the inspections are deducted from
the project’s escrow account. The ESC
inspectors are available to answer questions and help with problem sites.

and talk about all the possibilities.
Paul Franzen says he enjoys
“…helping make someone else’s day a
little better.” Come… have your spirits
lifted, and lift someone else’s as well.

Erosion and Sediment
Control Informational
Workshops
Call (952) 496-8475 for more information.
Why are we offering these workshops?

The erosion-control effort at this
construction site is failing. Scott
County is offering free workshops
to help anyone involved in land
disturbance activities understand
new regulations and compliance
expectations.

New state regulations have changed the requirements for
Erosion and Sediment Control on construction sites. Scott
County is offering free informational workshops to give you
information and suggest some ideas which may help you to meet
the new regulations.

Who should attend?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anyone involved in land disturbance activities are welcome
Homeowners
Builders and Contractors
Developers and Site Designers
Permit Applicants
City, Township, and County Staff

What will be covered?
A good example of erosion
control is pictured above.
In cooperation with the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District, the
Scott Natural Resources Department is
hosting a series of free informational
workshops to the public. The workshops are held at 1:00 pm in the
Shakopee Government Center Annex
Room A-201 every other Wednesday
starting February 16, 2005. No preregistration is needed, and walk-ins are
welcome. The informal workshops are
geared to answer questions and provide
helpful erosion and sediment control
information to homeowners, contractors,
and others involved in land disturbances
to get their projects off to a great start.
Call (952) 496-8475 for additional information.

•
•
•
•

Overview of ESC Regulations and compliance expectations
Discuss common construction site situations
Look at some effective practices
Give resources to get additional information

Where, when and how long is the workshop?
•
•
•

Room A 201 Scott County Government Center
The workshop is about an hour long
Starting February 16, 2005 the workshops will be offered at
1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday on an ongoing basis
through the spring.

The workshops are free and
open to the public…
No pre-registration is needed.
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Libraries continue to add
new books, resources

The Randy and LouAnn Wagner family was honored at Farm Fest and
by the Scott County Board after they were selected as the Scott County
Farm Family of the Year. Pictured (left to right) are: Chuck Muscoplat
and Jeff Klausner of the University of Minnesota; Brian, Amanda,
Randy , LouAnn, and Megan Wagner; and Chuck Casey, Dean and
Director of the University of Minnesota Extension Service.

Wagners named County’s
Farm Family of the Year
University of Minnesota Extension
in Scott County would like to recognize
the family of Randy and LouAnn
Wagner for being selected as the Scott
County Farm Family of the Year. The
Wagners own and operate a dairy farm
in New Market/Webster. They milk approximately 100 head of Holsteins, and
have a total of approximately 220 head
on the farm. The Wagners raise all of
their own crops on the 500 acre farm,
including corn, soybeans, and small
grains. They also raise a few Holstein
steers and sell some corn and soybeans
for cash cropping.
The Wagner Farm is in its third generation. The farm was operated by Ralph
and Gerelda Wagner (Randy’s parents)
from 1957 – 1985. Prior to that, Randy’s
grandparents Alois and Susan Wagner
operated the farm. Randy and LouAnn
began farming with Randy’s parents in
1985. At that time, the herd was increased from 60 cows to its current size
to help support two families from the
farm. Most recently, Randy and LouAnn
took ownership of the farm in 1996.
The whole Wagner family is very
active in their community. LouAnn

serves on the American Dairy Association (ADA) Board for Scott County, and
has also been the princess coordinator
in the past. The family is also involved
with their church, St. Nicholas in New
Market. The children are involved in
youth group activities, and LouAnn
helps with the annual festival and raffle.
The Wagners’ three children have
either graduated from or are attending
New Prague High School. Brian, 19,
works on and off the farm, spending
most of his time in construction. Megan,
17, is a senior and is involved in cross
country and track. She also recently took
a trip to Germany. Amanda, 13, is involved in cross country, track, basketball, and softball. Even with all of these
activities, the girls find time to help on
the farm by sharing chore duties such as
milking cows, cleaning, and feeding
calves.
The Wagners were recognized for
their achievement at Farm Fest in Redwood Falls, and by the Scott County
Board. Congratulations to Randy,
LouAnn, and their entire family for continuing to show the effects and importance of agriculture in our community!

Public Health News

Do you need a tetanus booster?
Scott County Public Health encourages adults to update their Tetanus/Diphtheria immunization status. Many adults
do not realize that they need a booster
shot every ten years to maintain protection against these two diseases. In
addition, there may be adults over the
age of 60 who have never completed a
primary series of three tetanus and diphtheria shots. These vaccines were not
routinely given to children until the late
1940s.
Because tetanus bacteria are widespread in the environment, they are frequently present in the soil. Gardeners
are especially liable to be exposed to
tetanus bacteria as they work in their
yards or gardens. The bacteria can enter the body through a small cut, scrape,
or splinter. Although tetanus occurs
rarely in the United States, it is fatal —
even with treatment — for one in ten
people infected.
Diphtheria is still common in many
countries. The Tetanus-diphtheria (Td)
booster protects people who travel to
countries where diphtheria still occurs
and keeps the disease from recurring in

the United States.
If you are unsure if you are up-todate on your tetanus/diphtheria series,
you may contact your health care provider or call Scott County Public Health
at (952) 496-8555 for more information.
Td vaccine is available at all Scott
County Immunization Clinics. There
is a charge of $20 per dose for adults
over the age of 18. Scott County Public Health provides four immunization
clinics each month. The clinics are
held as follows:
1st Thursday of the month
Savage Library; 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2nd Monday of the month
Shakopee Workforce Center; 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
2nd Thursday of the month
Prior Lake Library; 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
3rd Thursday of the month
Hope Lutheran Church, Jordan
3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Thank you to everyone who used
Scott County libraries over the last year!
Although the final statistics aren’t available quite yet, but there are a few numbers that might interest you: In 2004, the
Scott County Library System purchased
17,412 new titles and put 26,616 new
books, CDs, DVDs, videos, paperbacks,
and talking books on the shelves.
Have you ever wondered how the
books, CDs, et cetera get on the shelves?
The first step is selection (or choosing
the titles). Materials are selected according to the Library System’s policy, and
they generally purchase only a few copies of each title so that a good array of
items are available. All of the items
purchased (with the exception of reference books) move between all of the
seven libraries in a daily delivery system (see below).
There are several ways of choosing
the materials for the libraries. Some
things are ordered automatically, for
example, tax preparation books.It is necessary to buy new tax prep books each
year that take into account the changes
in the tax laws. Librarians will also
choose items based on questions they are
asked, or when they notice that more
materials in one area are needed. Librarians will read reviews in library journals, local newspapers, the New York
Times book review, and other sources
that help in deciding which of the many
new books, CDs, et cetera are well written, factual (when that is important), and
will “fit” in public libraries of our size.
Best-sellers, materials that are of current
interest, and materials that library customers have requested are often selected.
The second step is the acquisition
(or buying the items). The Scott County
Library system buys primarily from
companies that specialize in selling materials to libraries. Sometimes, special
arrangements must be made to buy materials of local interest for specialized
topic areas; for instance, some items are
purchased through Barnes and Noble or
Amazon.com. Sometimes they buy
items from small publishing companies
or from individual authors; sometimes
they buy items from the local bookstore,
or from a video store that is closing. And
sometimes the library can’t buy the item
that was selected. When receiving the
materials, all of the pages need to be
checked to make sure that the book is
intact, complete, and right side up, and
nothing is damaged.
When the purchased items are received, they must be cataloged and inventoried. Cataloging serves several
functions. The catalog provides details
about the item – what it is, who wrote it,
what it is about, how many pages, is it
mostly for kids or for adults, how old it
is, is it illustrated, et cetera. The catalog
tells everyone what the Library system
owns, and the inventory tells us in which
branch libraries the items are located.
Just like the J.C. Penney’s catalog, the
library catalog also groups things together that are alike. When you look at
the library shelves, all the tax preparation books are in the same place, and
they are generally near books on similar
subjects. The same goes for books about
dogs, or repairing cars, or decorating
your house. Fiction books are put together according to name of the author.
Since most items are not just about one
thing, the catalog also lets you put together lists and find items that may not
be together or that may be in a different
branch library.
Processing the item gets it ready to

Here’s a very brief list of
some of the new books at
County libraries:
The Center of Winter, 1st ed;,
Hornbacher, Marya.
Bloodlines; Burke, Jan.
Suspect [large print], 1st ed.;
Robotham, Michael.
Now You See It, 1st ed.; Vande
Velde, Vivian.
Don’t Sit On My Lunch! Klein, Abby.
The Giant Hug, 1st ed.; Horning,
Sandra
Miracle [DVD] [Full screen version];
Ciardi, Mark.
Caution! Music and Video
Downloading: Your Guide to Legal,
Safe, and Trouble-free Downloads;
Shaw, Russell, 1947Creative Digital Scrapbooking:
Designing Keepsakes on Your
Computer; Murray, Katherine.
Please check the Scott County
Library catalog (www.scott.
lib.mn.us) to find out what else we
have that you might want to read,
watch, or hear.

be placed on the library shelf. The
barcode, shelf label, and property stamp
are applied to each item so that each
unique item can be identified and available for the librarians to check them out
to you. Some items need protective covers or new cases. Some items need to
have their binding strengthened. Some
items need to be packaged together. Finally, the books, CDs, et cetera, can be
sent to the branch library. When the item
arrives at the library, it must be routed
in, and either placed on library shelf or
it is sent to the customer who has requested it and is waiting for it.
Once the books are on the shelves
(or even before they arrive), one of the
services that our libraries provide is
Reader’s Advisory. The Scott County
Library System has online resources and
reference books to help with this pleasant task, but most of the library staff are
avid readers and have some favorite
books they love to share.

Loving the library
Merry Alice has recently retired, but
visitors to the Prior Lake Library will
soon see her again as a volunteer. “Since
I was a small child, I have loved reading. Books were my companions in a
rural setting where there was not much
else to do for recreation but read or listen to the radio,” said this Prior Lake
resident. “Early on, I also discovered I
liked sewing clothes on my mother’s
Singer sewing machine. Now, many
years later, I have the best of both
worlds: the opportunity to listen to books
on audiotape or CD while using my own
Benin to make quilts for my children and
grandchildren.”
Here’s Merry Alice’s short list of
recommended books:
Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis De
Bernieres
Fierce Invalids Home From Hot
Climates by Tom Robbins
Traveling Mercies by Anne LaMott
In a Sunburned Country by Bill
Bryson
Red Tent by Anita Diamante
Dead Man Walking by Helen
Prejean
Second Nature by Alice Hoffman
Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
Poisonwood Bible by Barbara
Kingsolver
Sick Puppy by Carl Hiaasen
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Transportation Plan affected by funding shortfall
The Scott County Highway Department is responsible for the planning,
design, construction, and maintenance of
roads, bridges, and traffic control devices on the County Highway system.
Collaborating with the cities, townships,
adjacent counties, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), and
the Metropolitan Council, the Highway
Department develops the annual Transportation Improvement Program, which
maintains and improves the County’s
highway infrastructure.
With the growth we are experiencing in Scott County (and the associated
increases in land values and construction
costs),
transportation
funding resources have become
stretched. During the past year, County
staff has spent a considerable amount of
time scoping projects and updating construction estimates. Through this process, the County determined that given
the present revenues for highway construction our five year Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) had a $40
million shortfall in funding. While the
County Board made the decision to
make significant additional investment
in the highway system (2.5 percent of
the 2005 levy increase is earmarked for
infrastructure), it is still not enough to
fund the current five year construction
program and the array of additional requests from the cities and townships. To
deal with this shortfall, the County is in
the process of revising its five year TIP
to an eight year TIP, without adding any
additional projects. This means the potential to delay several projects. Even
though the actual construction year of
projects may be delayed, the County is
continuing to do the necessary tasks to
prepare them for construction. Design
efforts will continue – as will right-ofway acquisition — and the County continues to pursue additional state and federal funding to move these projects
ahead.
The County, with the support of our
elected officials in Washington, secured
$750,000 for the County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 21 reconstruction project
in Credit River. There is also $1,000,000
programmed for CSAH 21 between
CSAH 42 and CSAH 18. Through a
competitive selection process at the
Metropolitan Council, the County has
secured $2,000,000 in Federal Surface
Transportation Funding for the reconstruction of CSAH 86. These Federal
funds are critical in helping to deliver
the transportation needs of Scott County.
As part of the CSAH 12 reconstruction project in Prior Lake, the Minnesota Department of Transportation is
working with the City and County to
realign the intersection of CSAH 12 and
Trunk Highway (TH) 13. Mn/DOT has
programmed $800,000 in access management funds for this project in 2007,
and the County is working to acquire the
right-of-way to ensure the delivery of
this project. One of the issues facing
the County is the potential delay of the
CSAH 12 reconstruction west of the TH
13 intersection project. Based on funding and programming criteria, this
project may be need to be delayed. Yet
even if delayed, decisions regarding the
project’s design made this spring are
critical to moving this project ahead so
that the right-of-way acquisition process
can begin in late 2005. This project is a
primary example of why design questions need to be determined early in the
process as it is anticipated the right of
way acquisition for this project will take

CSAH 1 Bridge anticipated to open summer 2005
The demolition of the old bridge should be complete this spring. Lunda Construction is currently working
on constructing the center pier and finishing work on the Scott County pier. Once piers are complete, the
pre-stressed concrete beams will be installed, the deck will be formed, and the concrete poured. Upon
completion of the CSAH 1 bridge, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) plans to replace
the bridge on Trunk Highway 25 in Belle Plaine. MnDOT and Scott County are working closely on the
coordination of these bridge projects to ensure that both bridges are not closed at the same time.

between 48 and 60 months.
As mentioned above, the County’s
Transportation Plan is the basis for developing the annual Transportation Improvement Program. Scott County’s
vision is to provide a safe and efficient
transportation system for current and
future residents and businesses in the
most cost-effective manner. The following goals from the Transportation Plan
are used in determining system needs:
1. To PRESERVE the existing
transportation infrastructure in order to
protect the significant investment already made, and reduce unnecessary
premature costs of replacing of existing
facilities.
2. To MANAGE the existing
transportation system to maximize
safety and efficiency.
3. To IMPROVE and EXPAND
the existing transportation system as
necessary to meet current and future
transportation needs.
4. To explore ALTERNATIVE
MODES OF TRANSPORTATION
based on the needs of those who live,
work, and travel in Scott County.
5. To provide TRANSPORTATION PLANNING that results in a local transportation system that will safely
serve the needs of current and future residents and businesses, support the
County’s development plans, and compliment the regional transportation system.

Programming Strategies
Projects included in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
implement needs identified in the Scott
County Transportation Plan. The plan
also includes policies to guide the development of the Scott County Transportation System. The 2005-2012 TIP
is organized by preservation, management, and expansion projects.
The following program development criteria are used consistent with the
Transportation Plan policies:
Program Development Criteria
• Local agency requests
• Structural deficiencies
• Safety issues
• Geometric deficiencies
• Capacity issues
• Traffic volumes
• System connections/continuity
• Balance staff workload/ability
to deliver
• Funding partners
Individual projects are then prioritized using the following criteria:

• Maximize safety — correct existing deficiencies in geometry and capacity.
• Reduce operating/maintenance
cost — correct existing deficiencies in
structure.
• Minimize social and environmental impacts in the most cost-effective manner.
• Maximize effective project size.
• Utilize all possible funding
sources.

The County is currently revising the
Transportation Improvement Program
and plans to adopt a new TIP this spring.
This program will not add any of the new
projects requested by our partnering
agencies based on financial constraints.
An important part of the County Board’s
2005 Strategic Initiatives is to develop
a fiscal plan for funding the County’s
30 year transportation needs.
This plan will go hand in hand with
development of the County’s 20 Year
Comprehensive Plan, as land use and
transportation planning must be done
together. As these needs are identified,
additional sources of funding must be
secured to meet the needs.
Currently, different funding options
are being considered by the state. The
following are some of the transportation
proposals currently on the table: an increase in the gas tax, adjustments to the
tab fees, a metro-area sales tax (for both
transit and highway), a wheelage tax,
new developer fees, the use of highway
bonds, and the dedication of Minnesota
Vehicles Sales Tax (MVST) revenues to
the Highway User Trust Fund. These
are all options under consideration by
the State Legislature.
Do you have any additional ideas or
thoughts as to the state, region, or
County should generate additional revenue for transportation investments? If
so, please contact Public Works Director
Lezlie
Vermillion
at
lvermillion@co.scott.mn.us or Public
Affairs Coordinator Lisa Kohner at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us. After all,
we’re all in this together!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

February/March 2005 Scott County SCENE Page 9

SWCD News

Area students attend Annual Outdoor Education Day
Over 1200 area fifth and sixth grade
students attended the 18th Annual Outdoor Education Day sponsored by the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District over six various days in September. The event – which was held at the
Bisek Brothers farm, located three miles
east of New Prague – attracted students
from a number of schools, including St.
John the Baptist (Jordan), New Prague
Middle School, Sun Path Elementary
(Shakopee), St. John the Baptist (Savage), Marion Savage Elementary,
Shakopee Area Catholic Schools, Trinity Lutheran School (Belle Plaine), St.
Wenceslaus Parochial (New Prague),
Our Lady of the Prairie (Belle Plaine),
and Belle Plaine Elementary School.
The students participated in learning through seven various outdoor teaching stations. Hands-on opportunities
were offered to learn about such things
as resource management, the kinds of
crops found in Scott County, how we can
protect our soils from erosion, what the
water cycle is and how it works, forest
management, the West Nile Virus, the
importance of recycling, and wildlife in
the area.
The students journeyed through the
40-acre wooded site which had been
groomed with the help of the Department of Natural Resources Minnesota
Valley Trails. At each station along the
route, groups of students and teachers
or chaperones were given 15 minutes until all seven stations were covered. At
the dairy plant’s station, milk — compliments of the AMPI and Dairy Farmers of America — was available to all of
the participants. Anchor Block from
Shakopee generously donated several
concrete blocks to enable the district to
add more seating for the children.
Shelly Tietz, District Clerk for the
Scott SWCD, was in charge of the event,
assisted by Jodi Worm, Communications
Specialist for the SWCD. Pete Beckius,
District Manager, said “We feel this
event teaches the students and teachers
about the need for resource conservation.

EQIP pays up to 50 percent of the
costs of eligible conservation practices.
Additional cost share assistance may be
obtained from state funds, but total cost
share assistance cannot exceed 75 percent. Some of the eligible practices are:
♦ Closure of Ag Waste Pits
♦ Critical Area Planting
♦ Diversions
♦ Grade Stabilization Structures
♦ Grassed Waterways
♦ Streambank and Shoreline
Protection
♦ Terrace
♦ Water & Sediment Control
Basins
♦ Well Decommissioning
♦ Wetland Restorations
Students learned about mosquito-control issues at one of the stations
set up during the Annual Outdoor Education Day held at the Bisek
Brothers Farm near New Prague.
It is an excellent learning experience for
all of the students, some who have no
idea what ‘resource conservation’ is all
about. Before leaving the event, the students come away with first-hand information in each field of resource conservation. We are fortunate that we have the
backing of our district supervisors and
the other outside departments who also
assist us.”
Instructors who make the event such
a educational experience for the students
include staff from the following organizations: Scott County Environmental
Health Department, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, University of MN Extension Service, DNR
Department of Waters, US Fish & Wildlife Service, City of Savage, DNR Department of Wildlife and Mosquito Control. The District would also like to extend a thank you to Creeks Bend Golf
Course and to Bisek Brother Farms.
If you would like to know more
about the Outdoor Education Day, check
out the Scott SWCD website at
www.scottswcd.org or contact Shelly
Tietz at (952) 492-5425.

Living snow fences catch
snow along roadways
What exactly is a “living snow
fence”? Simply stated, it is the use of
live plants to create snow-catching areas off the roadway. One approach is to
plant shrubs, trees, and grasses; another
would be the use of a crop — such as
corn — that would be left in the field
until the next spring.
The benefits of a living snow fence
include:
♦ Preventing big drifts that may
lead to unsafe driving conditions;
♦ Improving driver visibility to
reduce vehicle accidents;
♦ Reducing plowing and sanding;
♦ Lessening the impacts on our
environment with less salt use, fewer
plow truck trips, and less fuel consumption;
♦ Capturing large drifts in fields,
where the spring thaw will provide welcome moisture for the soil;
♦ Reducing shipping delays for
goods and services.
Currently, Scott County has two living snow fence projects which were
started about four years ago using a
FEMA grant that the Scott County Soil
& Water Conservation District (SWCD)
received. These projects both use the

Conservation
Funding for 2005
The 2005 conservation cost share
and incentive opportunities are now
available through the federally funded
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and State Cost Share Programs. EQIP provides technical assistance, cost share payments, and incentive payments to assist crop, livestock,
and other agricultural producers with
environmental and conservation improvements to their operations.
In 2004, the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in cooperation with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) helped 32
Scott County applicants install conservation practices utilizing $286,000 of
cost share dollars.
Applications are scored, ranked, and
funded at the end of each scoring period: January 28, February 25, and
March 25. Although the first scoring
period has ended, funds are still available in the 2nd and 3rd scoring periods.

Incentive payments may be made to
encourage a farmer to adopt land management practices, such as:
♦ Nutrient Management Plans
♦ Pest Management Plans
♦ Prescribed Grazing
♦ Residue Management
Although the practices mentioned
above are most commonly requested,
others are available that may better suit
your objectives. Payments are not authorized for already existing/in-place
practices.
Applications of EQIP practices to
your farm will contribute to making the
farm eligible for CSP (Conservation
Security Program) payments when that
program comes to our area.
The best way to take advantage of
these programs or other district programs is to contact one of our technicians to develop a conservation plan for
your farm. This conservation plan will
provide a schedule of cost share payments needed to implement the conservation measures identified in your plan.
Please call Darren Carlson at
(952) 492-5414 for more information
on these programs and how it may be
used to your best advantage.

The SCENE can help
promote summer events
Are you interested in listing your upcoming event in the
“Summer Events” issue of the Scott County SCENE (June/
July)? Each year, the SCENE lists as many fun activities –
from Derby Days to the Scott County Fair, BBQ Days to the
St. Patrick’s Church Festival – as we can possibly pack into
one issue! Just give us the details (who, what, when, and
where) by April 15, and we’ll be happy to include you on the
calendar of events.

long-term planting design. One is located on CSAH 15, just east of New
Prague, near the Waste Treatment Plant;
and the other can be found on CR 53,
just north of TH 19. Both projects are
already showing some benefits.
The Scott County Highway Department is partnering with the SWCD and
plans to make a presentation to the
County Board within the next month.
If you would like more information
or have questions about this project, contact Darren Carlson, Resource Conservationist with SWCD, at (952) 4925425, or Pete Shutrop, Scott County Agricultural Inspector, at (952) 496-8346.

To submit your event, please contact Lisa Kohner, Public
Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780, via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us, or via fax at (952) 496-8180. Don’t
forget to provide your contact information as well (for any
questions or follow up). See you in the SCENE!

Scott SCENE now online
Looking for some information that you saw in the Scott
SCENE, but you can’t find your printed copy? Or was
there information you’d like to pass on to a friend,
co-worker, or family member?
The Scott SCENE can now be viewed online through a link
on the Scott County homepage:
www.co.scott.mn.us
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Licensing of child care homes helps protect kids
Many parents need a safe place for their children
to remain while they are working or attending school.
Family or group family child care provides a vital community service and is a viable choice for many parents. In the state of Minnesota, anyone who cares
for more than one unrelated family is required by
law to obtain a license.
Licensing family child care providers helps protect the health, safety, and well being of children in
care by requiring that certain minimum standards of
care be met. The goal of licensing is to ensure consistency in the quality of child care while offering providers support and assistance in providing a high level
of service.
It’s important to remember that licensing rules do
not protect children. Licensing rules help people to
protect children. Every licensing rule was “brought at
a price.” Meaning… something happened. Something
made a lasting impression on the collective consciousness of the profession and the public. The rules are
there to structure the care-giving environment. The
rules are there to instruct and to guide care providers
in safe methods and procedures — care providers who
may have less than optimum training and experiences.
The rules are no good if they are considered a book of
hassles to endure when the licensor comes. The rules
are there as daily working tools to keep adults reminded
of hazards and to keep them in the habit of being alert
and safety-conscious.
Scott County Human Services provides licensing

services for all family and group family day care homes
in Scott County. The program:

•
•

Provides orientation
Licenses family and group family child care

homes

• Inspects licensed family and group family
child care homes to be sure that minimum standards
are met
• Monitors day care homes for compliance with
Minnesota law and rules
• Investigates complaints regarding suspected
licensing violations
• Provides technical assistances and consulta-

tion to those interested in obtaining a child care license, to operators of child care programs, and to consumers of child care services.
Each child care provider is responsible for meeting minimum standards. These minimum standards
provide a foundation upon which higher standards can
be built, and many child care programs exceed these
requirements. Licensing does not regulate child care
fees, collection policies, hours of operation, or the kind
of learning program your child care program offers.
Each program has its own special personality and approach to educating and caring for children.
The way we monitor licensed providers expertise,
in relation to the Minnesota Child Care Rule, is through
a minimum of one yearly visit with them, our conversations with them, and our direct observation of them
as they work with the children in care.
While the County plays an important role as the
licensing agency, you, as a parent, are in the best position to ensure your children’s safety. The more you
know about licensing requirements, the better prepared
you will be to work with your provider to ensure your
child is safe.
Detailed information about family and group family licensing requirements can be found on the Internet
at: www.dhs.state.mn.us or
www.revisor.
leg.state.mn.us. You may also contact Scott County
Child Care Licensing at (952) 445-7751, or the Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS), Licensing Division, at (651) 296-3971.

Don’t let “debt relief” become more debt
Living on credit has become a way
of life for many families. For some, this
lifestyle has happened because of unforeseen crisis — loss of a job, sudden
reduction in income, catastrophic health,
or other issues not covered by insurance.
Or there may have been other unexpected expenses out of the family’s control.
Unfortunately, for other families this
lifestyle has been a choice – something
within their control — as they used credit
to supplement purchasing when poor
planning created a frequent situation of
no available cash. These are the families that often find themselves in serious debt and looking for a way out.
No matter what has occurred to create a debt situation in a family, it is always an overwhelming experience. It
may have taken a long time to incur high
debt, but when a decision has been made
to work on the debt, people usually want
it taken care of quickly. The good news
is that there are more and more options
available to consumers to help them deal
with their debt. The bad news is that
many of these options may mean more
debt than debt relief!
The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) suggests that consumers be cau-

tious of the
many options to
deal with debt
that are currently
available
through
the
Internet, the media, and the
postal mail.
Many of these
alternatives use
catch phrases like: “consolidate your
bills into one monthly payment without
borrowing”; “stop credit harassment,
foreclosures, repossessions, and garnishments”; “keep your property”;
“wipe out your debts by consolidating
your bills with the protection and assistance provided by federal law.” The FTC
suggests that taking advantage of some
of these offers may lead consumers to a
more serious, debt-crisis bankruptcy.
If you’re having trouble paying your
bills, consider these actions first:
• Talk with your creditors. They
may be willing to work out a modified
payment plan.
• Contact a credit counseling
service. They can work with you and
your creditors to develop debt repayment
plans. Such plans require a deposit of

Recycling leaders
gling to find ways to cut costs, self-sustaining approaches to meeting state mandates will likely become
more attractive to everyone.
Congratulations go out to all of the businesses and

money each month with the counseling
service; then they pay your creditors.
Fees for this service are usually low.
• Carefully consider a second
mortgage or home equity line of
credit. While these loans may allow you
to consolidate your debt, they also require your home as collateral.
Many people have questions about
personal bankruptcy. In brief terms,
Chapter 13 allows a person to keep property and approves a repayment plan to
pay off a default for three-to-five years.
Chapter 7 involves liquidating non-exempt assets to cover debt. The consequences of each bankruptcy type are significant and require careful consideration. Each type must be filed in federal
bankruptcy court and include filing as
well as attorney fees.
For more information on bankruptcy
and debt relief alternatives, go to
www.ftc.gov and click “For Consumers”
and “Credit,” or contact the Scott County
office of the University of Minnesota
Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.
Source: Shirley Anderson-Porisch,
family resource management educator,
University of Minnesota Extension Service Regional Center, Marshall

Control your
spending
in 2005
•
•

Is money causing you stress?
Do you argue about family
spending?
• Are debts rising?
Get free, confidential help enabling you to feel in control of your
spending in 2005.
• Call for a private consultation that fits your schedule.
• Develop a clear picture of
your finances.
• Explore options to get control of debt.
• Learn how to talk about
money issues without arguing.
Call Sue Hooper for an appointment at the Scott County office of the
University of Minnesota Extension
Service at (952) 492-5383, or e-mail
her at hoops011@umn.edu.

From Page 1

residents of Scott County. Because of your dedication and conscientious approach to waste reduction
and management, we can all be very proud of our accomplishments!

Comparison of Metropolitan County Solid Waste Rates & Costs for 2003
% Recycled
County
County Cost/
Administrative
County Yard
Costs
Ton
Costs
Waste Costs
Anoka
51.2
$23,517
$0.16
$548,397
$81,005
Carver
53.0
$98.628
$2.63
$290,228
$33.287
Dakota
46.1
$20,867
$0.13
$517,283
$0
Hennepin
44.4
$690,103
$1.17
$1,279,762
$36,504
Ramsey
47.2
$64,992
$0.23
$1,501,861
$958,495
Scott
60.9
$0
$0.00
$177,657
$0
Washington 49.8
$27,449
$0.32
$215,802
$1
COUNTY

Data source: Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance 2003 SCORE* Report
*SCORE = Governor’s Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment

NOT recycling
costs money
and resources.
Don’t throw it in
the trash...
RECYCLE!
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Help your teenager
become a safe driver
A driver’s license is one of the biggest status symbols among high school
students. Getting a driver’s license is
not only a social asset, it makes the adolescent feel more independent than ever
before. While most teens count the
hours and days until they can get their
driver’s license, many parents often have
concerns and fears for their teen’s safety
on the road.
According to the American Automobile Association (AAA), teenage
drivers account for only seven percent
of the driving population, but are involved in 14 percent of fatal crashes.
Traffic crashes are the number one cause
of death and injury for people ages 15 19 years of age. Problems which contribute to the high crash rate of young
drivers include: driving inexperience,
lack of adequate driving skills, risk taking, poor driving judgment and decision
making, alcohol consumption, excessive
speed, and driving with other teens.
Many parents want to give their teen
some freedom behind the wheel. However, teenagers first need to become safe
drivers, which requires extensive practice and experience. While driver’s education and state licensing laws provide
the foundation for learning, it is essential that parents take an active role in
teaching teens to drive. Research shows
that when parents take an active role in
their teens’ driving education and set
certain driving guidelines, their teens’
chances of being in a crash can be reduced by one third. The Scott County
Safe Communities Coalition offers the
following suggestions for parents of teen
drivers:
♦ Talk with your teen about the
privilege of driving and the risks that
come with being behind the wheel.
Experience will help your teen become
a safer driver and help him or her to recognize the risk other drivers pose. By
knowing and understanding these risks,
teens are a step closer to becoming safer
drivers.
♦ Be a good role model. Teens

look to their parents for guidance and
role models behind the wheel. Teach
your teen to be a safer driver by modeling safe driving. Follow all traffic laws,
always wear your seat belt, and never
drink and drive.
♦ Buckle up! Data show that the
most effective way to reduce your
chance of death or injury in a crash is by
using a seat belt. Unfortunately, teens
have the lowest rate of seat belt use when
compared with other age groups. It is
important that you communicate to your
teen that seat belt use by all occupants –
front and back – is required during every car ride.
♦ Discuss the dangers of impaired driving. Make it clear to your
teens that drinking alcohol or using drugs
and then driving is unacceptable. Teens
should never drink and drive or ride with
someone who has been drinking.
♦ Limit the number of teen passengers. Recent research shows that
teens (ages 16-17) driving with even one
teen passenger are one and a half times
more likely to be involved in a crash than
when driving alone. With two teen passengers in the vehicle, the risk more than
doubles. With three or more teen passengers, it’s three to five times more
likely that teens will be involved in a
crash then if they were driving alone.
♦ Develop a Parent-Teen Driving
Contract. A driving contract can be negotiated and signed by the parent and
the teen. This contract outlines driving
restrictions and expectations for the teen
driver.
The Scott County Safe Communities Coalition is a group of concerned
organizations working together to increase community awareness around the
issue of traffic safety and impaired driving. For more information about teen
driving or the Scott County Safe Communities Coalition, or to obtain a copy
of a parent-teen driving contract, please
contact Scott County Public Health at
(952) 496-8555.

“Get Green” with 4-H
in Scott County
Exciting things are happening in
4-H today. All across Minnesota, youth
are learning, growing, and having fun
in 4-H Clubs and 4-H Adventures.
4-H lets youth try new things, learn
new skills, and express themselves
through fun and hands-on activities.
Working on projects helps connect youth
with their friends, families, communities, and the world. 4-H helps youth gain
confidence and develop life skills that
will help them be successful.
4-H Clubs are open to all youth, kindergarten through one year past high
school, whether they live in cities, towns,
or in the country. Only in 4-H can youth
experience such a wide-range of quality
programs by University of Minnesota
Extension Service staff and volunteers.
How do you select a project?
1. Make a list of things you like or
want to learn about. Talk over your list
with your parents, leaders, and friends.

2. Compare your list with the
projects described in the 4-H project
guide. There may be other projects in
your community, too. Talk to a local club
leader or the Scott County 4-H Program
Coordinator, Corey Spoden, at (952)
492-5410.
3. Kindergarteners through third
graders can simply sign up for
Cloverbuds. It offers younger youth a
chance to explore and discover interests
without too much emphasis on project
results.
4. Take one or two projects if this
is your first year in 4-H and you are in
fourth grade or higher. Sign up for more
projects as you get older and have more
experience.
5. You can sign up for an animal
project — even if you don’t own one.
There is also a 4-H animal leasing option. Contact the Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator for more information.
6. Receive more information on
upcoming programs and activities and
sign up for your projects on the 4-H enrollment form. Start today by calling
the Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator at (952) 492-5410.

Jeanne Andersen, Assistant Scott County Attorney, shares a laugh with Belle
Plaine junior high student Patrick Fogarty during last year’s Future Leaders
of Scott County Day mock trial, which provides participants with an up-close,
hands-on experience with Scott County government.

Students sought for
“Future Leaders” Day
For the fourth consecutive year,
Scott County is thrilled to be presenting
Future Leaders of Scott County Day on
Friday, April 8 — open to all area
middle school students (grades 7 – 9)
living in Scott County and studying civics or government.
What is it?
The Future Leaders Day is designed
to educate young people about what
Scott County government does, what
kinds of public service career options are
available, and how they can get – and
stay! – involved in their larger community. This all-day event allows students
studying government to build on what
they’ve learned in the classroom by gaining a unique, hands-on perspective of
local government.
What do Future Leaders
participants do?
Even though the Future Leaders
Day is an all-day event, not one moment
is wasted! All participants enjoy minitours throughout the Scott County Government Center and Justice Center, oneon-one time with individually matched
mentors who work for Scott County, not
to mention a pizza lunch (sponsored by
the local VFWs and American Legions).
Budding lawyers, judges, court reporters, and bailiffs can participate in a mock
trial, while other students with political
aspirations can participate in a mock

County Board meeting.
What have other Future Leaders
participants said about the event?
“Everything was great. I learned
way more than I expected and it makes
you realize how important the community is.”
“It was really fun!”
“I thought it was great. I just wish it
was longer!”
“It was an awesome day!”
How can your “Future Leader”
apply to participate?
Beginning in January, Scott County
staff began visiting local 7th, 8th, and 9th
grade classes to introduce the topic of
county government and invite interested
students to apply for selection in the
Day’s events. (Interested students are
asked to complete an event application,
which has been designed to identify their
areas of interest so that their mentors can
be matched as closely as possible.) But
if you are an interested student — or the
parent of an interested student - who
does not attend a traditional school in
Scott County, please contact either Jane
Hansen (at 952-496-8186) or Jane Wiley
(at 952-496-8169) for an application or
more information.
Due to space constraints, participation in the Future Leaders of Scott
County Day is limited to a maximum of
100 students. The deadline for submission is Friday, March 4.

Cloverbuds
4-H for kids in kindergarten – 3rd grade
Kids all over Minnesota learn, grow, and have fun in the 4-H Cloverbud program! It is designed especially for kids in kindergarten through third grade.
Young children have a special way of learning. The 4-H Cloverbuds program:
•…appeals to a child’s natural curiosity, high energy level, and active learning
style.
•…lets kids try new things, learn new skills, and express themselves.
•…promotes creativity and discovery without emphasis on competition.
•…helps kids develop skills that build confidence and positive self-esteem.
The Cloverbud program features fun, age-appropriate activities; focuses on
cooperation, not competition; and provides family and community involvement.
The entire family can join in projects and activities. Some children in grade
three may be ready for 4-H project work. Third grade youth can register for projects
with permission of their parents and local University of Minnesota Extension staff.
The following Cloverbud activities will be held on Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Snacks are provided.
March 5, 2004
April 9
Carnivorous Plants
Space
Prior Lake Library
Prior Lake Library
Contact the Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension
Service at (952) 492-5410 to get your family involved in 4-H or to register for
Cloverbud programs.
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Safety SCENE

WANTED!

By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Volunteers to work with inmates
“So, sue me!”
Before Judge Hackett, Judge Judy, Judge Mathis, and… oh, you get the point.
But before the explosion of “reality court” daytime television shows, Judge Wapner
started it all on the original “People’s Court.”
The original “People’s Court” was, in reality terms, conciliation court. Also
known as “small claims court,” conciliation court’s basic purpose is to help people
recover relatively small sums of money without having to hire a lawyer. Conciliation court allows you to bring your legal disputes to a court without the hassles of
confusing legal procedures and high costs. Court rules are generally simple and
informal, and the cost of filing in conciliation court is relatively low.
The kinds of cases you see in popular reality court
television shows are similar to the types of cases which
can be handled in conciliation court. In general, the
types of cases handled are for property damage, money
disputes arising out of a tenant/landlord relationship,
personal injury (actual medical bills only), losses due to
bad checks, nonpayment for goods or services, or other
bad debts. You cannot use conciliation court to file a
claim involving real estate titles. The maximum amount
of money you may recover through conciliation court is currently $7,500. The
maximum for consumer credit transactions is $4,000.
Conciliation court doesn’t offer the best course of action in every situation.
Generally, you may only sue for money. For example, if a dry cleaner loses your
jacket, a conciliation court might order the dry cleaner to pay you money for your
loss rather than order the dry cleaner to replace the jacket. In addition, conciliation
court usually cannot be used to force delivery or completion, such as redoing a
repair job or delivering merchandise. This kind of problem must usually be translated into financial terms, such as how much it will cost to have someone else
make the repair.
“You can’t get blood from a turnip.”
Before you choose conciliation court to recover a loss, consider these facts:
• You must be prepared to appear in conciliation court when your case is
set.
• Expenses (such as time lost from work) are usually not recoverable.
• In Minnesota, the largest amount you can sue in conciliation court is $7,500.
The judge cannot award you more than this amount. If you reduce your claim to
the limit of conciliation court, you cannot claim more later. This rule may apply to
any other claims related to the same incident.
• If you win your case, the defendant usually will not have to pay more
than the amount the court awards you. Don’t expect the defendant to be sent to
jail or required to pay a fine. In addition, the conciliation court cannot and will
not collect the judgment for you.
• Delays occur frequently for various reasons. When the delays change the
day set for a hearing, they are called “continuances.”
• Conciliation court may not be very effective in resolving disputes with
companies that don’t have property located in the area or with people who live
outside the court’s jurisdiction. It is especially difficult if the company or person is located in another state.
• In some situations, it just may be quicker, more effective, and less troublesome to hire an attorney.
“First things first.”
If you choose to recover losses through conciliation court, your first concern is
to file your claim in the right county. When you file a claim, you are the “plaintiff.” The party you are suing is the “defendant.” Although there are some exceptions, you need to file your claim in the county where the defendant lives. If the
defendant is a business, you should sue in the county where the business or branch
office is located. If you are seeking recovery for a dishonored check or making a
claim for a security deposit on rental property, then you should file your claim in
the county where the check was issued or where the rental property is located.
After you determine which county is appropriate, you begin the process by
contacting the county court administrator’s office. You’ll be required to fill out a
uniform conciliation court form, and will be charged a filing fee and a law library
fee. Fees vary county to county, but are generally between $25.00 and $35.00. In
addition to putting your name and address on the form, you must provide the
following information:
• The name and address of the defendant. If this information is incorrect
or incomplete, your case may be dismissed.
• The amount of your claim and a reason for requesting it. This can be
summed up in one or two paragraphs but it’s important to include specific dates,
times and places.
• You must verify the claim by signing the form before a notary or court
deputy.
Once a hearing date is determined, the court administrator’s office will mail
notices to you and the defendant. Two to six weeks may pass between the time you
file your claim and the day assigned for your hearing. If the defendant refuses
delivery of the notice, the case will not be placed on the court calendar. It may be
necessary for you to make arrangements to have the summons served personally
by a third party. You cannot serve the summons yourself.
Many cases settle when the defendant receives the notice of the hearing. This
is not a bad thing! However, if you and the defendant settle your case, it is your
responsibility to tell the court administrator in writing by signing and returning
your copy of the hearing notice.
If you are the defendant, you may be able to file a counterclaim. The proceSAFETY SCENE Continued at right

The Scott County Sheriff’s Of♦ Typing
fice is looking for volunteers to
♦ Women’s Issues
make a positive difference in the
♦ Women’s Domestic
lives of inmates. Volunteering?
Abuse Support
You ask. In a jail?! Indeed! Here
♦ Women’s Life Recovery
are just a few volunteer opportunities that will be available with the
Don’t think you’re qualified?
opening of the new Jail and Law Wait! Current jail system volunEnforcement Center this fall:
teers come from all walks of life
with a variety of educational and
♦ Alcoholics Anonymous
professional backgrounds – cor♦ Alcohol Education
porate executives to job seekers,
♦ Basic Education
students to retirees, homemakers
♦ Bible Study
and tradespeople. Some lead
♦ Chemical Dependency
twelve-step programs, others
Treatment
teach literacy and tutor math, still
♦ Church Services
others minister to emotional and
♦ Computer Classes
spiritual needs. There’s only one
♦ Expanded Life Choices
thing they all have in common…
♦ Gambling Intervention
a desire to serve our community.
Services
And there’s one thing they all
♦ GED Preparation and
say… their time spent volunteerTesting
ing is both fun and rewarding.
♦ Health Education
♦ Life Skills
Interested in more informa♦ Military Information
tion about the volunteer program
♦ Parenting Education
or the application process? Con♦ Poetry Writing
tact either Kellace McDaniel at
♦ Resume Education and
(952) 496-8064 or Jane Wiley at
Preparation
(952) 496-8169, or just visit
www.scottvolunteers.com.
♦ Sober Living
♦ Tutoring

dure is similar to that for filing a claim, but it must be filed at least five business
days prior to the court date.
“Get your ducks in a row.”
Although conciliation court hearings are informal, be adequately prepared to
present your case. Remember how silly the plaintiff looked on Judge Mathis?
Before you go to court:
• Organize your presentation to make it as clear and complete as possible.
Remember, your testimony may be the most important information you have.
• Prepare a list of facts you wish to present.
• Make a detailed chronological history of the problem.
• Contact people who have witnessed important aspects of the problem
and ask them to be present at the hearing and ready to testify under oath.
• Understand that written statements and affidavits of persons not present in
court have very little value.
• You can subpoena witnesses who are unwilling to appear, and also documents relating to your claim which the defendant or some other person possesses
but will not give to you.
Be prepared to show the judge:
Contracts or agreements you made with the defendant.
Letters you and the defendant have exchanged relating to the problem.
Bills, canceled checks, warranties, receipts, or written estimates having to do with your claim.
• Photographs of damaged property.
•
•
•

At the hearing, you and the defendant will appear before a judge (or in some
counties, a referee). The judge may encourage you to settle the case. The plaintiff
will be asked to state his or her case first. Once finished, the defendant will be
asked to speak. Whether you are the plaintiff or the defendant, don’t become
angry or interrupt! Judge Judy doesn’t tolerate it, and neither will your judge. If
you disagree with something the other party says, ask the judge if you may respond
to the statement. The judge may ask questions of the plaintiff, the defendant, or
the witnesses who are present to clarify any statements.
“Where you stand depends on where you sit.”
The court may help you and the defendant reach an agreement at the hearing.
If not, the court will decide the case you will be notified by mail of the decision.
Unlike the TV judge shows, the court usually does not rule on claims at the
time of the hearing. If either the plaintiff or the defendant is dissatisfied with the
judge’s decision, there is a 20-day stay period which allows the unhappy part to
appeal or bring a motion to vacate the judgment.
If you are uncertain about whether you can bring a claim to conciliation court
or if you want more information regarding conciliation court, you can visit the
Minnesota State Attorney General’s website at www.ag.state.mn.us/consumer , call
Scott County Court Administration at (952) 496-8200, or visit the Scott County
Law Library located on the first floor of the Justice Center.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Tips for when children move
between two households
If you have children who are living in two households, there are many things to consider when helping
them though each transition, especially during holidays or other vacation breaks.
Understanding a child’s temperament and how she
or he deals with change can impact how you as a parent should react and respond during transition times.
Is your child an easy child who responds well to
change? Is she a difficult child who resists change…
and lets you know it? Or is he a slow-to-warm-up child
who needs more time to get used to new situations? In
thinking about your child’s temperament, here are some
tips on moving between two households.
♦ Help them pack. Let the children decide on a
few familiar things that will make them feel comfortable. If gifts have been given to the child that would
provide comfort while they are at the other house, allow those things to go along.
♦ Realize their anxiety is probably due to a
new routine. If they show anxiety before going to the
other parent’s home, it may only last until they are
actually on the road or in the home of the other parent.
Don’t assume they don’t want to go. Explain to your
children how long they will be with the other parent. A
calendar is helpful to show when they are with both
parents. Some children need more details regarding
their schedule and others just need to know the basics.
Keep this in mind, especially when the plan deviates
from the regular schedule. Reassure your children. Let
them know that both parents love them. Tell them you
will never leave them.
♦ Talk positively about the time they’ll be
spending with the other parent. It will help them to
see the importance, and know it is okay to go. If you
know your child will be celebrating a special family
event with the other parent — it’s important to help

them make or buy a
gift or card so they
can add to the occasion.
♦ Pick up
your children during a natural transition time in their
day. A time before
or after an activity is
a time they are used
to
“switching
gears.” This will cut
down on transition
time overall for
your child, and may prevent some unnecessary stress.
During this time, avoid starting an argument with the
other parent. If you cannot see one another without
conflict, find a place such as your child’s school,
daycare, a relative’s home, or the house of a trusted
friend for transitions. Do not make your children messengers. Find a time, place, or method to communicate with the other parent when the children aren’t there.
♦ Keep the focus on your children. When you
ask about time spent in the other home, your questions
should focus on what they have done and how they
have spent their time while they were away. Be careful not to belittle how they spent their time because
you will undermine your child’s relationship with both
of you. You will all be happier and more secure when
you keep the focus on your own family, rather than on
what the other parent is doing.
Source: Ellie McCann, family relations specialist, University of Minnesota Extension Service Regional Center, Moorhead.

Parents Forever
program assists
divorcing parents
Parents Forever is a 12-hour educational program for parents going through divorce.
♦ Parents Forever encourages parents to
work out agreements on contentious issues and
avoid putting their children in the position of having to make decisions that seem to favor one parent over the other.
♦ Parents Forever is in response to Minnesota legislation requiring educational programs for
divorcing parents, and it meets the Minnesota Supreme Court’s educational criteria. The curriculum
has been specially designed and tested. It is best
taught by a collaboration of local community partners, such as governmental and private social service providers, lawyers and parent educators.
♦ Parents Forever shows how to enlist a full
spectrum of local community partners to help see
families through divorce. This University of Minnesota Extension Service curriculum includes training on how to form a community collaboration to
teach Parents Forever as well as training for those
presenting each component of the curriculum.
The Parents Forever Curriculum provides indepth educational programming in the following
content areas:
♦ The Impact of Divorce on Adults
♦ The Impact of Divorce on Children
♦ Legal Issues and Mediation
♦ Money Issues and the Cost of Raising Chil
dren
♦ Pathways to a New Life
Call the Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 4925410 for a brochure listing class dates and registration information.

Let’s “get back to the basics” with youth
It’s not complicated to offer the support and opportunities youth need — we
just need to “get back to the basics.”
But are these basics different for
youth of various ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds, or of varying family structures? Not really… research
shows that basic needs are the same for
all. The difference may come in the strategies necessary to meet these needs for
youth at different developmental stages.
Eight needs, first developed by University of Minnesota researcher Gisela
Konopka in 1973, serve as the foundation for positive youth development.
Konopka and other researchers found
youth have the need to…
1. … feel a sense of safety and
structure. This environment encourages
honesty, trust, and respect among all
youth and adults.
2. … experience active participation, group membership, and belonging.

3. … develop self-worth through
meaningful contribution. Young
people need to feel free to contribute and
their contribution is accepted, acknowledged, and appreciated.
4. … experiment to discover him
-- or herself, gain independence, and
gain control over one’s life. Youth
should be encouraged to try new things
and learn about themselves. They need
to discover and practice their interests
and skills, test their independence, and
take control of their lives.
5. … develop significant positive
relationships with peers and at least
one adult.
6. … discuss conflicting values
and form one’s own. Youth should have
a safe place to talk with other youth and
adults about values and topics that are
important to them. All beliefs and questions should be respected and taken seriously.

7. … feel pride of competence and
mastery. Youth need to experience success by completing activities appropriate for their stage of development and
preferred style of learning. Youth should
set these goals and celebrate the accomplishments.
8. … expand one’s capacity to
enjoy life and know what success is

possible. Youth should be offered new
experiences and opportunities to enjoy
life. They learn and grow from successes
and failures.
All learning experiences are more
powerful when tied to one or more of
these basic youth needs. We all need to
carefully look at the time we spend with
young people and see if we are intentionally striving to meet their basic
needs. If we do, we will be effectively
preparing and promoting youth for their
future roles.
For more information about youth
development, contact Ann Walter, community youth development educator,
University of Minnesota Extension Service Regional Center, Albert Lea, tollfree at (888) 241-0718.
(Ann Walter is a regional educator
in community youth development with
the University of Minnesota Extension
Service Regional Center, Albert Lea)

Sheriff’s office seeks help in finding “wanted” individuals
Many law enforcement agencies are
following in the footsteps of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) by
creating their own “Ten Most Wanted”
websites. Type in “TenMost Wanted”
on any web search engine and you’ll receive literally millions of hits in mere
seconds. All of these individuals are
wanted by law enforcement and have
warrants issued for their arrest.
A warrant authorizes a law enforcement officer to bring before the judge a
person who is charged with a crime, convicted of a crime but failed to appear
for sentencing, owes a fine, or is in contempt of court.
Nearly 4,800 people are still wanted
on warrants issued by the County since
1980. The Scott County Sheriff’s Office

values and recognizes the need for public assistance in tracking and locating
individuals with warrants. The Jordan
Independent, Savage Pacer, Prior Lake
American, and Shakopee Valley News —
all published by Southwest Suburban
Publishing — and local radio station
KCHK have been helpful in publicizing
lists of individuals wanted by local law
enforcement agencies. Scott County’s
list differs from that of the FBI and other
law enforcement agencies in that the ten
individuals listed are not necessarily
the ten “most wanted” or ten “most
dangerous” of all the Scott County
warrants. Warrant deputies Mark
Hartman and Dennis Tietz select ten
wanted people monthly, generally
choosing to include people with “fresh”

warrants or those who law enforcement
officials have very little information. Individuals listed include people who are
wanted for first degree burglary, theft,
failure to appear for a jury trial, and domestic assault.
“It’s important for the public to understand this is not a ‘Top Ten’ list,” said
Deputy Tietz. “Even so, they are all
considered dangerous in some capacity.
We don’t want citizens trying to apprehend individuals on their own.”
If a suspect is recognized, citizens
should call 911 or the non-emergency
dispatch number of (952) 445-1411.
Individuals with current information on
suspects can also call Deputy Tietz at
(952) 496-8724. Callers can remain
anonymous if they desire.

Although it’s only been a couple of
months, publishing the names and photos of wanted people has been very successful — not so much in that the information which has come in has led to
multiple arrests, but in the fact that individuals who have warrants are taking
care of them to avoid having their names
in the paper or read over the radio. “We
just want people to know that if you
don’t take care of your warrant, your
picture may end up in the paper,” said
Deputy Tietz.
Photos and descriptions of Scott
County’s most recent listings are available on the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us. The website will
be updated monthly.
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Veteran’s SCENE
By Roger Willmore
Scott County Director of Veteran’s Services

Benefits available for war-related illnesses
All veterans who served in Vietnam are presumed to have been exposed to the
herbicide “Agent Orange.” The government has conceded that there are several
diseases and illnesses which are presumably caused from exposure to Agent Orange. Among them are:
Diabetes - Type II
Prostate Cancer
Respiratory cancers (lung, bronchus, larynx, trachea).
Hodgkin’s disease
Multiple myeloma
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
… and approximately 25 other types of cancer.
The most common of these are diabetes and all conditions related to diabetes
such as neuropathy, retinopathy, kidney disease, and coronary disease, to name a
few. Prostate cancer is also becoming very common. By virtue of their exposure
to Agent Orange, veterans who were in Vietnam are eligible for their medical care
at the VA Medical Center. Unless the veteran has a service-connected disability,
he/she would be co-pay required. However, in most cases, veterans who were onland in Vietnam and have diabetes or any of the other listed diseases do not have to
pay for their care. As a matter of fact, most receive compensation from the VA
because the disability was incurred while in the military.
In addition to those illnesses listed above, many veterans who served in Vietnam are experiencing mild to severe stress disorder to include depression. The
common diagnosis is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). During World
War II and the Korean War, it was better known as “Battle Fatigue” and “Shell
Shock.” Many veterans who were in Vietnam experienced combat-related incidents, and still have recurring thoughts of those incidents. Many PTSD sufferers
have nightmares, relationship problems, employment problems, alcoholism, depression, and/or difficulty talking about their experiences. They may be doing
fine until they hear a loud bang, a helicopter, fire works, see a war-related movie…
and then seem to withdraw. But there is help available. The VA Medical Center
has a clinic devoted to recovery for PTSD. If the veteran is not already enrolled at
the VA Medical Center, all that is required is the completion of the enroll form for
the VA Medical Center and a copy of his/her discharge (DD-214).
Some veterans have been exposed to radiation while in the military. Those
veterans who came within 12 miles of Hiroshima and Nagaski in 1945 are considered to have been exposed. Many were exposed during the 1950s, during atomic
testing in the South Pacific, and some in the 1960s in New Mexico and Nevada.
The government also concedes that those who were exposed and develop cancer
may be eligible for compensation through the VA and eligible for their medical
care at the VA Medical Center.
For more information, please contact our office at (952) 496-8176.

Volunteer

From Page 1

holes. She fondly refers to her
battery powered scooter as “the
Tractor,” and uses it to transport
plants and tools throughout her
Shakopee yard. With the help of
her family, Julie was able to set
up an irrigation system to alleviate the need to drag heavy hoses
to water her plants. She has developed a notebook to guide her
in knowing when to start new
plants from seeds and when to
order plants on the internet.
The summer of 2002, Julie Flowers filled the gardens around the
invited the staff and clients of Government Center last summer, thanks
New Options to tour her garden to Julie Douglas and other volunteers.
on a weekly basis. The following summer, she asked the staff at New keep of the gardens during the summer
Options if she could plant some flowers months. “I look forward to the times I
outside their portion of the Workforce volunteer,” Julie said. “It is nice to be
Development Center in Shakopee. With around people and to know that what I
the help of some of the clients, she was am able to do is appreciated.”
Julie is already planning her garden
able to transform dry clay soil into a
flowering garden. This offered an op- for this spring. And with the help of her
portunity for some clients to enjoy gar- son, Nate, she is sharing her gardening
dening as they helped tend and water the ideas on the internet. Her articles are
titled “From my Momma’s Garden” and
plants throughout the summer.
After helping with some last-minute available at http://www.rvr-mn.com/arplanting that was done around the Gov- chives/archives.htm.
ernment Center in 2003, Julie began to
“I wish I had started volunteering
develop a plan over the winter months earlier in my life when I could physifor new flowers to be planted in the cally do more,” she noted. “Now, being
spring. With the help of a few more vol- able to do the little things makes me look
unteers, the gardens were planted for all forward to each day and each season.
to enjoy. She also helped the mainte- The friends I’ve made have changed my
nance department with some of the up- life too.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County Historical Society
plans series of events
Valentine Tea
At the Historic 1908 Stans House
February 14, 2005, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Aaahhh! Treat yourself to a leisurely afternoon of tasty goodies and
cups of aromatic tea in the historic 1908
Stans house. Bring your favorite teacup
or use one of ours!
Where does tea come from? Is there
such a thing as Minnesota tea? Do you
really have to stick out your pinky when
drinking tea? Find the answers to these
questions and many more. Join us, relax, and learn about the history of tea
and proper tea etiquette. (A variety of
“tea-party” hats will be available for the
adventurous.)
Limited tickets available at a cost of
$8.00 ($5 for SCHS members). For
more information on this or any of the
upcoming Historical Society events,
please call (952) 445-0378 or visit the
website at www.scottcountyhistory.
org.
Wait, I Know This One!
Coffee Talk at the Scott County
Historical Society
February 17, 2005, 6:30pm
Using an alternative approach to
writing local history, New Prague
teacher Greg Tikalsky has written Wait,
I Know This One! New Prague Trivia
and Brief Sketches of its History. Greg
shares his experience researching and
writing local history that is engaging to
both longtime residents and those new
to the community. Copies of Greg’s
book will be available for purchase this
evening.
The cost for this event is $4 for
adults, $2 for students (free for SCHS
members).
Crazy Saturday Family Day
Scott County Historical Society
March 5, 2005, 10 a.m. 3 p.m.
Nimble fingers fly, textures abound,
and imaginations let loose in this Crazy
Quilting Bee. Stop in anytime during
the day and try your hand at a few crazy
stitches! Kids and adults alike will have
fun exploring baskets full of material,
thread, and whatnot… all there to spark
your imagination and encourage your
hidden sewing talents.
The cost for this event is $4 for
adults, $2 for students (free for SCHS
members).

Herbs and Leeches!
Scott County Historical Society
Lunchbox Lecture: Mar. 9 at noon
Coffee Talk: March 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Winter brings with it colds and flu.
Nowadays, we can treat those aches and
pains with modern remedies like aspirin… not so in the 19th Century. Join
us as we take a step back in time to explore the mysteries of 19th Century healing arts. Dr. Roland Pistulka, in the persona of “Dr. Dunn,” will talk about
medical practices in the 1880s, complete
with period clothing.
The cost for this event is $4 for
adults, $2 for students (free for SCHS
members).
Scott County Historical Society
seeks memorabilia and stories
from Scott County anglers
The Scott County Historical Society is planning an exhibit featuring fishing in Scott County, scheduled to open
May 2005. We’re actively collecting
fishing and resort-related historical objects and records from Scott County anglers and their descendants. SCHS is
seeking donations of personal items such
as waders, fishing poles, lures, taxidermy fish, photographs, and objects
collected by anglers related to fishing.
Items can be from any period from early
19 th Century to present day.
We’re also seeking material related to
local lakeside and river resorts: vacation
photos, resort menus, signs… or tales
of holidays spent at a Scott County resort.
And don’t forget to relive your fishing stories from “whoppers” to “the one
that got away”! These stories will be
added to the oral history collection and
incorporated into the fishing exhibit.
If you have a story to tell, contact
Kathleen Klehr, Executive Director, at
(952)445-0378 or via e-mail at
info@scottcountyhistory.org. If you
have items you would like to donate or
loan for this exhibit, please contact
Patrick Rodgers, Curator of Education
and Collections, at (952) 445-0378 or
via
e-mail
at
prodgers@
scottcountyhistory.org.
Alternatively, you can just stop by
the museum at 235 South Fuller Street,
Shakopee!

“Remarkable Women” exhibit
planned for Prior Lake Library
Luella Greene, Minnesota resident, women’s advocate, and former psychotherapist of 25 years, displays part of her extensive collection of over
1,500 images, photographs, and posters of remarkable and courageous
women. “History Comes Alive: Remarkable Women” will run at the Prior
Lake Library from February 24 to March 24, with an opening reception for
Luella Greene scheduled on February 24 from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be served.
In addition to sharing a portion of her vast collection, she will bring
history alive on March 24, in her costumed portrayal of one of the first women
in the Minnesota Legislature, Mabeth Hurd Paige. Mabeth Hurd Paige served
in the House of Representatives from 1922-1944. Hurd was truly a remarkable woman: she gave up an art career to marry, earned her law degree, and
became one of only eight women to be named one of the Hundred Living
Great Minnesotans in 1949.
Greene was inspired to pass on Paige’s legacy in 1966, and has performed and exhibited her collection at the University of St. Thomas, Metropolitan State University, Century College, Medtronic, and Minnesota Department of Economic Security, to name a few.
The costumed portrayal and light refreshments on March 24, as well as
the opening reception, are open to the public. This event is sponsored by the
Minnesota Valley chapter of the National Organization for Women. For details, please call (952) 447-1948 or (952) 447-4645.
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Historical Scene

1907 Shakopee Rock Springs 14 Wins, 6 Losses
This is the twenty-fourth article by Tom
Melchior about Scott county baseball.

Dear Burt,
See what happens when you move to
Texas? Sorry to hear about your accident
with the neighbor’s bull. It doesn’t sound
as if you’ll be able to sit for quite a while.
It’s a good thing you rolled under the water tank. I bet that poke your wife gave the
big fella with the pitchfork helped change
his mind. When your broken arm mends,
write and tell me about the whole thing.
Give my congratulations to Myrtle.
I told you I would write to you about
the 1907 Rock Spring nine. As usual I
missed many of the games out of town.
They played 19 games, winning 13 and
losing 6. Shooty Niedenfeur won six and
lost 2. Two of his wins were shutouts.
Barney “Lefty” Jensen also pitched some
good ball.
May 17: Bill Ries got his Rock Springers off to a good start. They blasted 14 hits
and whipped Blondo and Joels from Minneapolis.
May 24: The wind blew the ball all over
the place. Shakopee made seven errors, but
get this, Burt, the boys from St. Paul made
14. They missed fly balls booted grounders,
and threw the ball all over the place. We got
only three hits and Hal Peck got two of them.
Lange’s arm gave out in the sixth. Barney
Jansen went in then. Lefty hasn’t pitched for
a couple of years because a sausage rocker
went over his pitching fingers in 1905.
June 21: Rock Springs took the J. C.
Donahue into camp with a score of 5 to 0.
Remember Lefty Johnny Heimkes? He
pitched for Norwood in 1905. We hired the
ex-Northern Leaguer. He was in magnificent
form all through the game.
July 3: Heimkes shut out the Foley Bros.
and Kelly Gophers, 7 to 0. Lefty was in great
form, allowing the visitors three hits and
whiffing 18.

Ed Mertz, catcher
July 4: We lost to Jordan, 3 to 2, in 14
innings. I couldn’t go because it was my
mother-in-law’s birthday. The Shakopee Tribune said it was an exciting game and that’s
about all, but look at all the blather from
Jordan Independent. It made my blood boil.
It’s more bull than the one that gored you.
Here’s Ed DeField’s babbling.
Fourteen Inning Game: Rock Springs,
the Pride of Shakopee, Vanquished by Our
Greys, 3 to 2.
Our kind and hard losing neighbors, the
Shakopee Rock Springs, came hitherward,
Sunday, in the full flush of expectant victory and took a large deep bite of the quince.
Yah, we beat em, and they can’t lay it to the
umpire, for he was their own townsman. The
poor lads from the limestone belt tried all
their wile and guile, but it wasn’t down for
them to win. I don’t think it was a very happy
bunch that rode back, 2 cent fare, on the
Omaha in the evening. Condolences, although in order, were not desired. My, but it

was an awful bump to
get and in a fourteen
inning game at that,
after the locals had
given them such an
easy welcome in the
first inning-an unearned run on a brace
of errors. It was like
being presented with a
large chocolate cream
filled with red pepper.
July 12: Burt,
our game with Chaska
was a real corker. Every time we play the
canners there’s kicking, kicking, kicking.
This time the game
lasted only until the
sixth inning. I think
you’ll enjoy what the
Tribune had to say.
The most astounding thing came
in the second when
Peck hit for three
bases. The ball went
inside the foul post put
there by the Chaska 1907 Shakopee Rock Springs team: L to R: Top row: George Vierling, 1b; John “Shooty” Niedenfuer, p;
management, but the William Ries, manager; Matt Klinkhammer, rf; Fred “Botts” Berens, lf :Middle Row: kneeling, Hal Peck,
umpire called a foul, 3b; Ed Mertz, c: Front Row: sitting, Joe Witt, 2b; Harry Berens, ss; George Sullivan, cf
claiming that the post
was not the foul line. When the Chaska man- This is his blather from the Jordan Indepenagement said they had the foul line estab- dent:
Shakopee
AB H
PO
A
lished there, the umpire then argued that the
Shakopee Was Shut Out: Ate the
Peck, 3b
2
0
0
0
ball had gone outside the post, and there- Quince, Drank the Kibosh. Bought the Hard
Sullivan, cf
4
0
1
0
upon moved the foul line in ten feet.
Boiled Goose eggs Nine of ‘Em I rather
Witt, 2b
3
0
1
1
Then again in the fourth Peck beat a reckon that the Shakopee Rock Springs have
Niedenfeur
3
0
2
0
hit to first by a fair margin and was called dropped a big bunch of the disdain that
Klink, rf
3
1
0
0
F. Berens
3
0
2
0
out. In the sixth, Heimkes threw a wide one prompted them to not finish a series with us
H. Berens, ss
3
1
0
2
to catch a runner off first; the ball hit a spec- a couple seasons back, because they didn’t
Vierling, 1b
3
0
11
2
tator who was within five feet of the base-a consider our Greys in their class. Horatio,
Mertz, c
3
0
7
0
blocked ball. The runner was entitled to a they suffered their second defeat of this sea27
2
24
13
base if he could make it, but the ball was son at our hands before the biggest and
sent to the box and then to second, in time heartiest crowd that ever graced Smail
Jordan
AB
H
PO
A
to cut off the runner, and again Shakopee Field. There were features to the game. First
C. Herder, 3b
4
1
1
2
submitted to the umpire’s sway.
Denzer, the Ever Ready Roger, and his pitchCourtney, ss
4
0
0
2
However, the next man up deliberately ing. It was like catching crappies on a spoon
Fuhrman, c
4
1
11
0
turned into a pitched ball, getting it above hook for the Ever Ready One. He didn’t perRosendahl, 2b
4
0
1
4
the elbow, near the left shoulder, standing mit any tight places to get into his game and
G. Herder, lf
4
0
1
0
as always within two inches of the plate. he struck out sixteen of the Rock Springs.
F. Herder, mf
3
0
1
0
Catcher Mertz had called the umpire’s atWhat do you think about that hogwash,
Busch, 1b
3
0
10
0
tention to this, but he was given his base as Burt? His pitching was like catching crapDenzer, p
3
2
0
3
soon as he got hit. This ended the game. pies on a spoon hook. Where does he come
32
1
24
12
“Spike” Anderson who seems to be draw- up with that stuff?
ing salary from Chaska for his mouthy ability rather than for any skill on the diamond.
August 30: What a boring game! We have been altogether too tough on Shakopee
He is distinctly “it” over there this season beat the St. Paul Browns in a slow game by if the Greys had taken the third game of the
of professional ball and instructed the um- a score of 12 to 2. The colored boys were series from Rock Springs on the latter’s own
pire to forfeit the game, which he promptly clearly out-classed and were never in the playgrounds, after winning the earlier two.
did without any notice to the Rock Springs. running. Niede struck out 11, and Hal Peck
hit a homer over the centerfield fence.
September 20: The boys played seven
July 19: Lefty Heimkes shut out the A.
innings because of the rain and routed the
G. Anderson team of Minneapolis, 8 to 0.
September 6: We played two games Traberts of Minneapolis, 7 to 0. Niede was
with Dooney and LaPage team. We lost the too much for them. Ed Mertz got two hits
July 26: Shooty beat Blondo and Joel first one, 3 to 1. We were tied 1 to 1 in the and two runs scored on a double by Joe Witt.
team of Minneapolis, 3 to 2. The good wife tenth when “Botts” Berens had a big juicy
had relatives in from New Prague, so missed error. He dropped a pop up, with one down.
September 27: Burt, you won’t bethe game at Riverside.
This set Shooty going and he walked the next lieve this. The score was 1 to 1 in the top of
man. Then the visitors little shortstop the ninth when the Dooney-LaPage team of
August 9: About 150 Jordanites came doubled to left, scoring two.
Minneapolis went ahead, 2-1. Things looked
to town. Nearly every team of horses in Jorgrim, but Joe Witt singled, Niede dumped
dan and farm rigs from all around the city
September 7: Monday Niede shut them one in front of the plate and both runners
were bought up early the week before. Too out, 6 to 0. We borrowed Carl Herder from were safe. “Fritz” Berens reached on an erbad the game was rained out.
Jordan. He hit two screaming doubles and ror and Witt scored to tie it. Harry Berens
two singles. Shooty and Ed Mertz played rapped a two-bagger to center and the game
August 16: Burt, would you believe a great games. Young “Stibbe” Delwo was ours, 3-1. What a comeback!
guy could pitch eight inning of no-hit, shut- smacked a two sacker.
out ball and still lose 2 to 1? The Court House
Well, Burt, that was our last game of
team of Minneapolis got two hits and two
September 12: We finally beat Jordan! the season. The last two games were played
runs in the first inning and that was it. Johnny Shooty gave Jordan four hits and we won, 2 in cold, rainy weather. Remember what it’s
Heimkes didn’t deserve to lose.
to 1. Shooty also fielded his position splen- like up here in late fall? I hope by now you
didly, getting two put outs and eight assists. are up and about, taking it out on your old
August 22: Jordan shut the door on us. Denzer gave up only two hits. Fred Berens bull. Have a good winter. I hope you make
Roger Denzer struck out 16 and gave up and George Sullivan made great catches on it back home for a few games next sumfive hits, two each by Peck and Niede. You some caught difficult fly balls. Ed Mertz mer.
know how Edward DeField loves to gloat caught a fine game and Joe Witt also starred
Your friend,
every time Jordan beats us. I’m convinced in the infield.
Tom
he writes this stuff and chuckles as he writes
The loss must have been tough on
it because he knows how much it upsets us. DeField. I hate his flowery language, but
here’s his twist on our win. I reckon it would
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Throw another cob on the fire
Heating with corn is cost-efficient and clean
Can you picture this scene in your imagination?
You and your loved one are snuggled together, in front
of a warm, crackling fire. While the wind howls outside, and the snow continues to fall, you are toasty
warm inside of your house. As the fire begins to
dwindle, you reach out and throw another corn cob on
the fire to stoke the flames……a corn cob? What
happened to the age-old tradition of throwing another
log on the fire? Welcome to the latest trend in alternative fuels for heating your home: corn!
Corn-burning stoves have become increasingly
popular lately, for a variety of reasons. One is an economic one: with the price of propane and similar fuels
already high (and continuing to rise higher), corn is an
attractive and more affordable alternative. Living in a
farming area like Scott County, feed corn is readily
available. Corn burns very hot, as a bushel of corn
contains up to five times more heat (BTUs) than a gallon of conventional fossil fuel such as propane, so it
can warm your home for a lower cost. Most estimates
seem to indicate around a 50 percent savings.
Another reason corn stoves are becoming so popular is their small environmental impact. Corn burns
very clean, producing little or no smoke or particulates as compared to wood stoves. The small amount
of ash, or “clinkers,” that are produced by burning corn
can even be used as a valuable soil amendment for
your garden or applied to your lawn. Corn is obvi-

HEATING FUEL
Shelled, dry corn @ $2.05/bushel
Natural Gas @ $0.93/therm
Propane, bulk @ $1.25/gal
Wood, @ $125/cord
Electricity, @ $0.08/KWH
Propane, 20lb tanks @$11.60/ea

ously a renewable resource, and one that is produced
locally. Minnesota farmers will benefit when another
market is available for their products, and so will our
local economy. Corn is also a crop that can be produced quickly -- instead of growing a tree for 30 years
to produce wood to burn, a corn crop can be produced
in a single season.
There are many questions that you should ask yourself as you begin to study various furnaces and different types of fuels. Among those are: How much heat
do you need? How big will your “fuel” tank or hopper be? Will this furnace be your main heat source or
supplementary? Will you be able to clean out the clinkers daily, and the ash weekly? Will your stove handle
various materials, or only one type? Will you need to
retro-fit your building with new ductwork or venting?
There is a wealth of information on the Internet
regarding corn-burning stoves. Here are just a few
sites as an example:
www.burncorn.com
www.backwoodshome.com/articles/monroe42.html
For long-term sustainability, we cannot continue
to depend on fossil fuels for all of our energy needs.
Whether we are talking about powering our cars and
trucks, or providing heat for our homes and businesses
in the winter using a renewable-resource fuel is a big
step toward a brighter future.

BTU PER DOLLAR
200,000
76,947
66,600
60,480
42,700
34,100

ANNUAL COST
$ 510
$ 930
$ 1500
$ 1650
$ 2340
$ 2930

Household
Hazardous Waste
schedule
unchanged
in 2005
The Scott County Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Facility is now open for the 2005
season. The number of residents using the HHW
Facility continues to increase each year, due to the
efforts of our conciencious citizens wanting to
protect their environment as well as our steadilyincreasing population. The 2005 schedule of operations for the HHW Facility will be the same as
last year, which is:
Wednesday, 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon
The HHW Facility will be closed for the following holiday weekends: Easter, Memorial Day,
Labor Day, and Thanksgiving, as well as the period of December 20-January 5.
Remember to stop and shop at our newly-expanded RE-USE Room, where we carry a wide
variety of products and materials for FREE. These
are all items that others have brought to the HHW
Facility because they don’t need them anymore.
Each of the products have been checked to determine that they are still in good and usable condition, and to verify that they are not hazardous or
banned. These items include paint, stain, varnish,
household cleaning chemicals, automotive chemicals, etc. Remember that the RE-USE Room is
open the same days as the HHW Facility, but it
closes 15 minutes before the Facility. Our newlyexpanded RE-USE Room is now so “big” that we
even have a map on the wall to keep you from
becoming lost while you are shopping. Be sure to
stop in today and see what kinds of treasures are
waiting for you!

Source: www.qsl.net/ka9snf/homeheat/compare.htm

Radon is second leading cause of lung cancer
Americans today spend around 90
percent of their time indoors. And while
we are inside, the air we are breathing
may not be as safe as we might think.
One of the most serious health hazards
that can be found in your home is completely invisible. It is colorless, odorless radon gas. Exposure to radon is
the second leading cause of lung cancer
in the United States, and is thought to
be responsible for thousands of lung
cancer deaths each year.
Radon is a naturally occurring gas
that is formed in our soil by the radioactive decay of uranium. As radon gas is
formed, it migrates up through our soil
where it can find its way into our homes
through cracks in the foundation or basement floor or gaps around water and
sewer pipes. It can also find its way into
our well water. As this invisible gas finds
its way into our home, it decays into radioactive particles. If those particles are
inhaled, they can settle deep within our
lungs and release energy particles that
can cause cancer.
High radon levels have been found
in every state in America, and in every
style of home. Testing your home is the
only way to know what your actual radon level is. Radon is measured in units
called picocuries per liter of air (pCi/L).
If testing in your home finds “high” levels of radon (which the US Government
has determined to mean any levels over
4 pCi/L), it is recommended that some
sort of action be taken to reduce your
radon levels. Making the repairs that
will eliminate radon gas from your home
can be simple and affordable. A typical
radon problem can be solved for anywhere from $500 to $1,200. In fact, the
repair may not cost any extra money at

all if it is incorporated as part of a basement-remodeling project already being
planned. The radon-remediation industry is well regulated, so finding competent assistance should be easy.
Either call the Scott County Environmental Health Department at (952)
496-8652, visit our web page, call the
Twin Cities Radon Information Line at

(952) 351-5225, or stop by our office
for more information on radon. Shortterm test kits are available through our
office for $9.00, while long term kits
(which provide a more accurate measurement) are $20.00 each. Simply follow the directions contained in the test
kit and allow your test kit to sample the
air in your home as instructed, leaving

YES! I want to test my
home for RADON!
Two types of kits are available:
___ Short-term kits cost $9.00 per kit
___ Long-term kits cost $20.00 per kit
To receive your test kit, simply fill out
this coupon and mail it, along with your
check or money order, to the address
below. You may also stop by our Office
to pick it up (Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30).
Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Department
200 Fourth Ave. W., Room A104
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

Name_________________________
Address_______________________
City_______________ Zip________

the windows in your home closed for
the durration of the test. In Scott
County, over 40 percent of the homes
that are tested have radon levels above
4 pCi/L. Shouldn’t you have your home
tested today? Choose prevention over
procrastination! Fill out and mail in a
radon coupon to purchase radon test kits
for your home today.

RADON TEST KITS
Testing for radon is simple! And now you can
save money by purchasing your test kit from the
Scott County Environmental Health Department.
These radon detector kits meet Federal standards
under the Radon Measurement Proficiency Program.
Just follow the directions on the package. Mail the
entire kit back to the manufacturer in the postage
paid envelope provided. Analysis will be done at no
extra charge. (Note: The MN Department of Health
does recommend that you use a long-term detector
to obtain the most accurate results.)
Remember that radon is the second leading cause
of lung cancer in the United States. Testing for radon
is important for your family’s health and well being.
For more information on radon call or e-mail us at:

• (952) 496-8652; gboe@co.scott.mn.us
• Twin Cities Radon Information Line: (952) 351-5225
• Or call the MN Department of Health at
(651) 215-0909 or 1 (800) 798-9050

