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CLIMB Theater encourages, educates, entertains
For over a decade, Scott County has
joined forces with CLIMB Theater to
help educate area students on a variety
of different topics from bullying to recycling. Last year, the Scott County
Meth Task Force worked with CLIMB
Theater to develop and present “Shattered,” a play about the impact of methamphetamine use on a teenager’s life.
That play proved to be tremendous success, and has since been booked in
schools and communities in an array of
school districts throughout several states
(reaching over 35,000 students in its first
full year of production).
This year, Scott County continues its
partnership with CLIMB Theater —
reaching over 25,000 Scott County students in grades kindergarten through 12th
grade. This year, the programs include:
Grades 3 through 6, Environmental Class: “The Landfi-eld Trip”
Using improvisation, role playing,
and other activities, students will learn
what a landfill is, what they can do to
reduce the need for indiscriminate disposal of waste, and the negative consequences of burning trash.
Students leave with the knowledge
that everyone can make a difference —
especially them!
Grades 5 and 6, Outdoor Educa-

A CLIMB Theater actor/educator “interviews” a student (using a pencil for
his “microphone’) during one of the theater troupe’s presentations at a Scott
County school. CLIMB Theater’s presentations are interactive and provide
students with information about preserving the environment and protecting
themselves from harmful substances.

tion: “Finding Trash”
Taking a trip on an outdoor trail, students interact with two actors that take
on characters their age that are learning
how to identify recyclable materials, un-

derstand where to take hazardous waste,
and understand how improper waste disposal impacts our groundwater.
Grades 7 through 10, Global
Warming Impacts Class: “The Glo-

bal Warming Montage”
Through interactive role playing,
theatre-in-education techniques and discussion, students tackle the subject of
global warming and the impact that they
can make. By better understanding the
impact on the future if nothing changes,
students learn that they can make a difference on this global issue.
Grade 7, Meth Prevention: “Shattered”
One day, for one moment, I stopped
caring about myself, and took the meth
they offered me. You want to keep other
kids from trying it? It’s not enough to
just scare them. They have to see themselves. Unless you are the story — you
won’t believe it can happen to you.
These words, spoken by a young
recovering meth addict, inspire the play
(and subsequent follow-up classes) featuring a popular high school student,
who, in one moment, makes a choice that
irrevocably changes the course of her
life. Students in the audience will watch
with interest, hope, and finally horror as
“Kayla” continues a downward spiral
that destroys her relationships, her
health, and her future; becoming, in the
end, exactly the person she never believed she could be — a meth addict.
CLIMB THEATER to Page 6

Food Shelf need reaches all-time high
CAP to participate in March Minnesota FoodShare Campaign
In 2006, more people than ever before were forced
to turn to their local food shelves for help. And new
families who have never been to the food shelf before
are arriving in record numbers. To continue to meet
the needs of Scott and Carver County residents, the
CAP Agency will participate in the 25th annual March
Minnesota FoodShare Campaign, a program of the
Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches.
“In December, the CAP Agency Food Shelf served
a record 1,020 families,” said Joan Lynch, CAP Agency
Development Director. “Participants select a five-day
supply of groceries that meet their nutritional needs
and preferences.”
Fifty-six percent of food shelf visitors are families with children, and 15 percent are seniors. More
than 60 percent of adult food shelf clients are employed.
Every March, hundreds of schools, faith commu-

nities, Scout troops, businesses, community organizations, and individuals collect food and money to support the CAP Agency Food Shelf. If you are interested
in hosting a Minnesota FoodShare drive for the CAP
Agency, please contact Joan Lynch at (952) 402-9854.
This year’s statewide goal is 25 million pounds of
food and dollars combined. Those who donate to the
food drive can stretch their resources further by donating money instead of food, because food shelves.
Last year, Minnesota FoodShare bought 20 million
pounds of food for $4.9 million. Monetary donations
to the food shelf can be made out to CAP Agency Food
Shelf and sent to the CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury
Road South, Shakopee, MN 55379. Food donations
can be delivered to the CAP Agency Monday through
Friday, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For more information please call (952) 496-2125 or visit
www.capagency.org.

Master Gardeners set events

Ten-year road plan set

Top recyclers

Garden Fever 2007 and the Second
Annual Informational Series are designed to help local gardeners.

Scott County plans ahead for road
improvements.

Local businesses help
County rate high
in recycling.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Budget supports specific goals
Recently, I had the opportunity to speak at a great conference. Each year, the
Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) organizes an orientation event for newly
elected county commissioners from across the state; for the past two years I have
been invited to speak about county budgeting, including revenues and expenditures. Even though Scott County did not have any participants, I always enjoy it
— not only do I get to meet newly elected officials, I get a chance to offer various
ideas, suggestions, and thoughts on how they should approach their new and exciting job, particularly with respect to budgeting.
Now, you might be thinking, “Great. Another article on county budgeting.”
Cheer up! It’s not. But there is a critical link between my opening and my main
message. One essential point I made in my Conference remarks is that budgeting
is “not all about numbers.” Turth be told, my finance staff won’t let me near a
calculator...not exactly my strong suit, you see. In fact, budgeting is about turning
political promises, policy priorities, and citizen interests into reality. Budgeting
isn’t always about levying taxes, although that is an important step in our process.
Budgeting is about programs, activities, actions, and services.
To that end, Scott County completed its 2007 budget last December... and
although the process is likely somewhat familiar to most residents, the details of
what we do (and why we do it) can remain confusing and, in all honesty, generally
uninteresting for most people. So if I may, I’ll try to make it a little more relevant
and a little less dull by describing them in “highest priority” terms. (Put a different
way, the budget approved by the County Board supports the five main priorities
and their accompanying tasks:)
Creating Safe, Healthy and Livable Communities
♦ Build the 800 MHz radio system and develop a Countywide fiber optic
backbone
♦ Complete the construction of the Regional Public Safety Training Facility
♦ Focus on County Highway safety
♦ Target community health risks
♦ Analyze our planning, preparation, and readiness for emergencies
Developing Strong Public Partnerships and an Active and Informed
Population
♦ Enhance the County’s regional, state, and federal visibility
♦ Implement an updated communications plan
♦ Develop and strengthen new intergovernmental partnerships
♦ Expand the volunteer program, activities, and outreach
Managing the Challenges and Opportunities from
Growth and Development
♦ Complete the 2030 Comprehensive Plan
♦ Develop implementation plan for parks strategies
♦ Implement the transit plan
♦ Implement the Scott County Transportation Initiative
Providing a Supportive Organizational Culture for our Workplace
♦ Establish a customer service initiative
♦ Continue with organizational improvement initiatives
♦ Build on our leadership and development objectives for staff
♦ Update and enhance our performance management system
Sustaining the County’s Excellent Financial Health and
Economic Profile
♦ Provide timely, relevant, and understandable financial information
♦ Manage current fiscal challenges
♦ Analyze growth patterns and develop strategies for fiscal responsibility
Suffice it to say, each goal is accompanied by a list of activities, tasks, and
work plans that will determine how we approach these goals. In other words, if
you’re craving more detail, we’ve got plenty of it—just let me know if you are
interested! I will provide the information for you.
The Scott County Board and staff have a full plate for 2007. This early preview will give you an indication of where we intend to focus during the year ahead.
And we invite you to watch us – and perhaps consider getting more involved with
your County — as the year unfolds.

Commissioner Vogel appointed
to State Clean Water Council
Governor Tim Pawlenty recently
appointed 15 individuals to the Clean
Water Council, and at least one is very
familiar to many Scott County residents
– Commissioner Bob Vogel (District 2
– New Market). The Clean Water Council was created last year to provide advice on how to administer and implement the Clean Water Legacy Act, including making recommendations to the
Governor on the appropriation of funds
in the Clean Water Legacy Account.
Commissioner Vogel, who serves as
the Vice Chair on both the Scott County
Board and the Vermillion River Water-

shed Joint Powers
Board, was appointed to the position as a representative of the metropolitan area counties and
will serve a two-year
term, ending January
5, 2009.
Commissioner
“I’m honored
Bob Vogel
and humbled by this
appointment,” Commissioner Vogel remarked. “And I look forward to serving the state in this new capacity to the
very best of my ability.”
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County Board meeting
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The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Deputy Clerk to the Board
Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.

Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Tracy Cervenka at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a vacancy on this Committee in Commissioner District 3. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life
and enhance the economy and environment through education, applied research,
and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets five times
per year on Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the
formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the
County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and
community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are two vacancies on this Committee representing the business community and parents of clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee
provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served by
the program, the employers, applicable professions, and the community at large.
The Committee meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission (1 vacancy). The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgeta, and program priorities; and oversees the implementation
of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan and associated program
goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas. There is currently one vacancy on the commission. All
members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries (see map on page 11).
Commissioner Districts:
District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County
District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; and the cities of Elko, New Market, and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of
Savage
District 3 – The City of Shakopee precincts 1-6, 8, and 10
District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12 in the City
of Shakopee
District 5 – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8

Scott SCENE now online

The Scott SCENE can now be viewed online through a
link on the Scott County homepage:
www.co.scott.mn.us

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Most townships
agree to new
response strategies
for code violations

Students participating in a past Future Leaders Day served as judges, prosecutors, and defenders in a
mock court trial.

Future Leaders Day – A unique, fun
experience with County government
On Friday, April 13, Scott County will host their
sixth annual Future Leaders of Scott County Day! This
event is designed to educate our community’s youth
about what Scott County government does, what kinds
of public sector jobs and opportunities are available,
and how they can become involved in their community. This opportunity is open to all students in 7th-9th
grades.
Future Leaders is an all day event that allows civics and government studies students to build on what
they have learned in the classroom by receiving handson experience and mentoring in a unique and fun way.
The students will tour the Scott County Government Building, the new Law Enforcement Center and
Jail, and spend one-on-one time with individually
matched Scott County mentors. A pizza lunch (sponsored by the local VFWs and American Legions) is
served to all attending the event.
Throughout the day, students are able to take part
in many events, from a K-9 tour at the new Law Enforcement Center to a mock trial where students participate in judging, prosecuting, and defending a simulated case. There is also an opportunity to participate
in a mock County Board meeting, where the agenda
may include debating program funding for a new library branch, a new computer gaming service to
County residents, earmarking expenditures for methamphetamine education, or environmental issues for a
new park. For the students in the Discovery group,
projects may include learning how to register to vote,
searching for a career within the County, finding out
how to obtain a passport, learning about traffic citations, and having fingerprints taken for job-related
background checks.
Know a Future Leader?
Get signed up!
In January and February, Scott County staff will

Some participants had an opportunity to work with
law enforcement officials as they learned about
traffic citations, fingerprinting, and job-related
background checks during the Future Leaders Day.
This year’s event is set for April 13 at the Scott
County Government Center.

visit local 7th, 8th, and 9th grade classes to introduce the
topic of County government and invite interested students in applying for Future Leaders of Scott County
Day. Interested students are asked to complete an application specifically designed to identify areas of interest so they can be best matched with a Scott County
mentor. Due to size constraints, participation in the
event is limited to 100 students, so apply early! If you
are an interested student, or the parent of an interested
student who does not attend a traditional public school
in Scott County, please contact Jane Hansen at (952)
496.8186 for an application or more information. The
deadline for submitting your completed application is Tuesday, March 6, 2007.

Feeling good? You should!

Currently, Scott County has one person dedicated
to the response and resolution of complaints regarding zoning, environmental health, and building codes
within the eleven Scott County townships. There are
numerous ordinances adopted by Scott County in place
to protect the residents in our community, as poorly
maintained properties may decrease property values,
impair the environment, decrease pride in the community, and may lead to vandalism and other crimes.
Several townships have collaborated with the
County to assist with the growing need for additional
code enforcement resources. Seven out of the eleven
Scott County townships have adopted a resolution to
become “first responders” to a handful of common
code violations. The following Scott County townships have decided to participate in the “first responder”
program: Credit River, Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, New Market, Sand Creek, and Spring Lake.
These seven townships will be the first to respond to a
complaint and will verify the existence of a violation.
If necessary, the seven townships will mail an initial
warning notice to the property owner. They will then
complete the subsequent follow-up to verify that the
reported violation has been resolved. In return, Scott
County will maintain a database of the violations to
track the progress of the complaint. In addition to tracking the complaints, the County will assume its enforcement role if it is determined that the property owner
has not complied with the township request to correct
the violation.
Here are some of the routine violations that the
seven townships will now investigate:
♦ Parking/storage of unlicensed and inoperable vehicles
♦ Outside storage of salvage equipment,
scrap, and appliances
♦ Outside accumulation of garbage and debris (solid waste)
♦ Unlawful disposal/accumulation of tires on
the land
The most common source of complaints received
by the County are citizen reports of potential violations. Citizens may continue to report violations to
the County. The complaint information will then be
documented and the information will be passed along
to the appropriate township representative so that they
may conduct the initial response. However, a citizen
may also contact their respective township directly to
report a violation. (If you reside within a township
not named above, you should contact the Scott County
Code Compliance Officer directly to report a violation.)
With the creation of this partnership, the Scott
County Code Compliance Officer will be allowed to
focus more time on other areas of enforcement, such
as ensuring compliance with conditional use permits
and other business licenses granted by the County. If
you have any questions regarding the code enforcement process or wish to report a violation, please call
the Code Compliance Officer at (952) 496-8876.

Minnesota ranks first as healthiest state
Good news! According to recently released statistics, Minnesotans are more likely to live long, healthy
lives than people residing anywhere else in the United
States. Vermont and New Hampshire were second and
third on the list, respectively, according to an annual
study that ranked states on various health indicators.
On the down side, three southern states — Tennessee,
Mississippi and Louisiana — ranked 48th, 49th and
50th, respectively, in terms of the health of their citizens. The rankings were announced at a press conference on January 8 in Washington, D.C.
The report provides good news and bad news for
the nation as a whole, said Dr. Reed Tuckson, vice
president of the nonprofit United Health Foundation,
which helped fund the study. “While the overall health
of Americans has improved by 17.5 percent over the
15 years we’ve issued this report, we’ve seen a real
leveling off in improvements for many key health indicators over the past five years,” he said. During the
1990s, the health of Americans improved at about 1.5

percent a year, according to the report. However, during the first four years of the new century those gains
have slowed to just 0.2 percent a year, on average.
Tuckson said an “epidemic” increase of 97 percent in the number of obese Americans over the past
15 years may be helping to undercut recent gains in
health nationwide. The survey found that nearly 23
percent of Americans are now statistically obese, with
the highest levels of obesity occurring in low-healthranked states such as Mississippi and Louisiana.
The America’s Health: State Health Rankings
study is conducted each year in a partnership between
the United Health Foundation and the American Public Health Association (APHA). It examines state and
federal data on “personal behaviors,” such as smoking, nutrition, and exercise; community health indicators, such as violence or workplace injury; and public
policy issues, such as the availability of good prenatal
care, public health services, and the number of uninsured people.

On a positive note, every state has improved since
experts first started the rankings back in 1990. In addition, several key health indicators continue to improve across the nation. For example, since 1990:
• U.S. motor vehicle deaths have been reduced
by 36 percent;
• infectious disease rates have declined by 36
percent;
• smoking rates have dropped 25 percent;
• rates for violent crime have fallen by 19 percent; and
• cardiovascular mortality has declined by 17
percent.
However, increases in obesity, poverty, and the
number of uninsured may be undermining those gains.
While 22 states improved their overall health score
this year compared to last, the remaining 28 states exhibited declines. Alaska, Arizona, Oklahoma, and Hawaii topped the “most-improved list” for 2004.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Healthy Families, Healthy Communities
Having a “healthy community” means that we need healthy families. There are
multiple sources of health information available to assist families in their decisions to build a healthy family, but where does a parent start to receive information
and education that they need? Parenting is a key role in having a healthy family,
and unfortunately, children don’t come with instructions attached to them at birth.
Even as our families grow and age, the world changes… and so does the information regarding health.
Scott County Public Health provides services across the age spectrum to promote healthier living for County residents, to provide parenting support, and to
help build healthy families. While a few of our programs are specific to eligibility
criteria, but the majority of what Public Health provides is accessible to everyone.
Public Health ensures that the right conditions are in place to promote and protect
the health of all residents of Scott County.

What does Public Health provide for families?
• Education, resources, and support to pregnant women, new mothers, and
families about pregnancy, care for the newborn, and parenting skills.
• Teen prenatal and childbirth education and counseling.
• Information and referral for family planning services.
• A wide range of preventive, health,
medical, rehabilitative, and support services to
all children, including children with special
health care needs.
• Immunizations for children and adults.
• Assistance to disabled individuals who
may need help in their home and community.
• Education and information about living a healthy lifestyle, such as information on
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use; obesity
and inactivity; high blood pressure and diabetes; and mental health and behavioral concerns.
• Information of communicable disease,
such as measles, mumps, whooping cough,
seasonal flu, tuberculosis, polio, just to name
a few; and any routine immunization schedule information for parents.
• Follow-up and assistance with special needs, such as head lice, lead exposure, and Hepatitis A and B.
• How to prepare your family for disasters or disease outbreaks.
• Developmental assessments and educational information to enhance development for children from birth to pre-school.
• Outreach and information on health care and dental access for all children.
• Availability of free or reduced-cost medical and dental care, as well as
other health and human services for the uninsured and underinsured.
• Information on methamphetamine use and what parents need to know to
educate their family.
• Health screening and resources for new immigrants and refugees.
This is a snapshot of some of the services available to parents and individuals
to grow healthy families. Public Health is available to help you with a wide range
of public health needs. Please give us a call and let us answer your questions – you
can reach us at (952) 496-8556.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

ECHO provides health,
emergency assistance
through TV, web, phone
What do you do if an emergency
strikes and you don’t speak English?
Where do you go to get the facts?
Who can you call for information?
ECHO (“Emergency and Community
Health Outreach”) is one answer. Individuals can get information in Spanish,
Hmong, Somali, Vietnamese, Lao, and
Cambodian from ECHO TV and ECHO
web. ECHO phone has information in
those six languages and in Russian, Arabic, and Oromo as well. ECHO fax is a
service ECHO provides to its partners
who serve limited English speaking
populations.
ECHO TV
ECHO TV’s topics range from winter safety to avian influenza. A different topic is covered every month. Each
language has its own broadcast, but the
general topic is same for each of the six
languages. ECHO TV is broadcast on
TPT (channel 17) between 8 and 9 p.m.
on the last two Sundays of each month.
On the last two Saturdays, TPT re-runs
the six ECHO shows from the previous
month from 11 p.m. to midnight. English subtitles are included in all shows.
The strength of ECHO TV lies in
its hosts. Each episode of ECHO TV
involves a host who is from the community that the broadcast wishes to
reach. Therefore, each month there are
six different hosts covering the same
topic — but addressing its implications
for each of their respective communities. By providing information in their
language and also with a respect for their
culture, ECHO increases its ability to
effectively communicate with its audiences.
ECHO is valuable to the limitedEnglish-speaking communities now. It
provides useful information on health
and safety that individuals can put to
work today, such as information on seasonal influenza or winter safety. In the
event of a state-declared emergency,
ECHO TV will broadcast live on TPT.
Individuals accustomed to tuning into
ECHO for health information on a
monthly basis will know where to turn
for up to date information in their own
language when an emergency strikes.
ECHO Phone
In addition to the television broadcasts, ECHO also has a website and a
phone line. The phone line can be accessed to receive information on a specific health topic, 1-888-883-8831. New
information is added each month. In
addition to the monthly topic, ECHO
phone is currently providing information
on weather considerations. Many immi-

grants to Minnesota are not accustomed
to the cold weather hazards and have
found the information on winter safety
especially useful. When a local or state
wide emergency strikes, emergency information will be available on ECHO
phone.
ECHO Web
If you want to know what topics will
be covered next month, or to find out
what time the show will be broadcast in
a specific language, go to the ECHO
website at www.echominnesota.org.
ECHO web posts show descriptions,
program highlights, and the programming schedule. In addition, previous
ECHO TV productions can be viewed
on the web. If there is a local or statewide disaster, information will be prominently displayed on the home page.
ECHO Fax
ECHO has partnered with more than
a dozen community organizations that
work with limited English speakers.
These organizations receive health information from ECHO, which they share
with their clients or members. In an
emergency, many limited English speakers will turn to these trusted organizations for help. ECHO will make sure
the organizations have the important information needed during an emergency.
Scott County Public Health is working on ways to communicate with residents who are limited English speakers
in the event of a public health emergency.
Partnering with ECHO is one of these
strategies. If you have any questions
about ECHO, please call Scott County
Public Health at (952) 496-8555.

How to Find ECHO:
ECHO Phone: 1-888-883-8831
ECHO Web:
www.echominnesota.org
Where to tune in to find ECHO
TV:
Channel Name
Over-the-Air
Digital Receivers

Channel No.
TPT 17 -2

Mediacom Cable

102

Comcast Digital
Cable Channel

243

Time Warner Digital
Cable Channels

234 &1021

New law requires carbon
monoxide alarms in homes

Scott County donates laptops to Peace Corps
Scott County recently donated 13 used laptop computers (without data or
software) to the Peace Corps. The computers will be used by a school in the
community of Chernovy Oskil, a rural village in eastern Ukraine. Knowledge
of the need for and the necessary agreements were handled through Michael
Sobota, Scott County Community Development Director, and Peter Dahm, a
retired Peace Corps Volunteer. Peter’s son, Kevin (pictured above), is a
Peace Corps Volunteer at the school in Chernovy Oskil.

As of January 1, 2007, there is a new
Minnesota law that requires the placement of carbon monoxide alarms in new
and existing residential structures. This
new law immediately took effect for all
new single family dwellings and multifamily dwelling units in Minnesota (built
with building permits that were obtained
after January 1, 2007). This law will also
require existing single-family homes to
comply by August 1, 2008, and existing
multi-family dwelling and apartment
units by August 1, 2009.

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless and potentially deadly gas.
Fortunately, a simple CO alarm can warn
you and your family of potentially dangerous conditions within your home.
For further information about the
requirements of this new law, visit the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
website at www.dps.state.mn.us/
fmarshal/CO/COAlarmInfoSheet.pdf,
call the State Fire Marshal Division at
(651) 201-7200, or call the Scott County
Building Inspector at (952) 496-8475.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Minnesota workers have
tax credits available to
help them pay for items
Tax credits are available for Minnesota working families that will help them
pay for items on their “wish list.” This
wish list may include paying off out-ofpocket health care costs, large utility
bills, or having an emergency fund. It
might even be for a down-payment on a
house or a renter’s deposit on a safer
place to live.
More than 267,000 Minnesota families and individuals claimed the federal
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) last
year. For 2006, the EITC can be as much
as $2,747 for taxpayers with one qualifying child; $4,536 for taxpayers with
two or more qualifying children; and
up to $412 for taxpayers without a
qualifying child.
Workers may be eligible for the
EITC/WFTC if they have:
• One child, and family income
was less than $34,001;
• Two or more children, and family income was less than $38,348;
• No children, but were ages 25
to 64 and income was less than $14,120.
NOTE: Above figures are for those
married filing jointly, singles need to
subtract $2,000.
Both the EITC and WFTC can reduce taxes owed to zero, and may result
in a refund. Workers can get money
from the credits even if they don’t earn

enough to owe any income taxes!
Working families may also be eligible for the:
• Child Tax Credit (federal)
• Child and Dependent Care
Credits (federal and state)
• Hope and Lifetime Learning
Credits for college tuition (federal)
• Retirement Saving Contribution
Credit (federal)
• Telephone Excise Tax Refund
(federal)
• Minnesota K-12 Education
Credit and Subtraction (state)
• Property Tax Refund for
homeowners and renters (state)
Eligibility guidelines and income
limits vary across the different credits.
Keep in mind that eligible taxpayers can
file three years back for unclaimed tax
credits except for a one year limit on the
property tax refund.
From February 1 until April 15,
trained volunteer tax help is available
throughout Minnesota to help people
complete tax forms and the service is
free. To find a site near you, call First
Call for Help at 2-1-1 or dial 1 (800)
543-7709. You may also go online to
www.211unitedway.org
or
www.taxes.state.mn.us for free tax assistance information.

Tax refund can be directly
deposited into multiple accounts
A good way to establish savings is
to split your tax refund… some to save,
and some to spend. It used to take real
discipline to put some of this money in
savings after it was deposited into your
checking account.
Now you can have part of your refund direct deposited into two or three
accounts, including checking, savings,
IRA, HAS, or Cloverdell accounts. This
will take new IRS form 8888, available
online at www.irs.gov (or ask your tax
preparer). Get a good start on an emergency or retirement savings contribution
for 2007!
If you are getting a major refund but
are really stressed for cash on a monthly
basis, you may be withholding more than
necessary. You could change your W4
form and have more money available for
monthly living. Be careful, however, to
have enough withheld to cover your
2007 taxes.

Use your
money to further your goals
and needs. One
way to do that
is to say no to
Refund Anticipation Loans.
Refund Anticipation Loans (or RALs) supposedly give
you fast access to your refund. However, these loans have high service
charges, high interest charges, and high
rollover costs if your actual refund isn’t
deposited before the loan expires. Plan
to wait for your money and use it all for
your needs and plans!
If you would like help planning your
spending for 2007, call Sue Hooper,
Extension Resource Management Educator, at (952) 492-5383 and set up a
time for a free consultation on building
a personal or family spending plan.

Marschall to
chair Board
Outgoing Board Chair
Jon Ulrich (District 5 -Savage)
officially
“handed off the gavel”
in
January
to
Commissioner Barbara
Marschall (District 4 -Prior Lake) as she
began
her
third
Chairpersonship of the
Scott County Board of
Commissioners.
Commissioner Bob
Vogel (District 2 -- Elko
New Market) was
elected the 2007 Board
Vice Chair.
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Workshops offer employees opportunity
to plan for their financial future
By Susan Hooper, Scott County Extension Educator
We spend most of our lives working. We work so we can live comfortably,
both now and in the future. It makes sense, then, that we learn to plan for our
financial security where we work. The connection between earning and planning
for the future is stronger there because many planning opportunities are often offered at work.
We offer proven one-hour workshops and “on-your-own” educational resources for employees at work. We provide welcomed, unbiased information.
We don’t sell financial products, we provide education. Our trustworthy resources
are recognized and used nationwide by educators and financial planners to help
employees make more informed decisions… decisions that can protect their future
financial security.
The Wall Street Journal said, “The University of Minnesota offers a key nationwide source of information regarding families and inheritance.”
Workshops for Employees: Now employers can offer their employees retirement workshops without the sales pitch. Topics include:
• preparing for financial security in later life
• pension plans, IRAs, and mutual fund basics
• saving for retirement and Social Security
• retirement investment decisions
• financing long term care
• organizing financial and legal documents
• Minnesota health care directives
• transferring personal property
These programs are for employees of every age; after all, every worker will be
making retirement decisions at some point. This will be basic information, helping employees to ask good questions and understand savings options. Practical
materials are included to guide personal plans. Call today to schedule the program
that’s right for you! I will work with you to meet the needs of multiple shifts,
work, or after-hours programming. Marketing materials are included. You can
contact me at (952) 492-5383, via fax at (952) 492-5405, or via e-mail at
hoop0011@umn.edu. I hope to hear from you soon!

Saving for a dream takes
planning, determination
People who want their dreams to
come true, especially dreams which have
a cost, turn that dream into a goal. Saving for goals takes planning and determination… and it can be done! Use
these steps to make your dream come
true:
• Research the costs involved.
• Estimate the total cost of your
goal.
• Decide when you want that goal
to come true; for example, is it three
months or five years from now?
• Divide the amount you will
need by the number of paychecks (or
months) you have to save. That number
is the amount you need to put away each
paycheck (or each month) to make your
goal by your target date.
• A good next step is to arrange a
direct deposit of that amount into a savings account. If your target date is many
months away, see if you can find an interest earning account and “grow” your
money faster.
Be determined, but also be realistic
and flexible. Perhaps you simply can’t
put that much away each month and still
pay all your bills. Don’t give up. Adjust
the amount and time line for your goal.

Do remember that reaching a goal often
means cutting back on immediate spending!
Call Susan Hooper, Extension Resource Management educator. at (952)
492-5383 to talk about how to make
your personal financial goals come true
by planning for success. She will help
you find money in your current budget
to save towards goals, or ideas for making additional income.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the opportunities
it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact Lisa Kohner,
Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or a suggestion
for a future topic.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Making a point by using facts
At a recent holiday gathering, I somehow got into a discussion about global
warming with several people. It may have been the lack of snow and warm weather
that initiated several comments. As with any hot topic that turns political, it was a
lively discussion. I remarked that I, personally, felt absolutely positive that global
warming is real and that human consumption of fossil fuels is causing it. However, convincing others of this proved to be extremely difficult. It wasn’t difficult
getting a consensus on the fact that glaciers are melting around the world, and that
the recorded temperatures appear to be averaging a bit higher. But, beyond that,
there were a number of opinions as to whether or not this was significant, a trend,
or resulting from human activities or natural causes.
Then I remembered how I had gotten the highest grade in a college philosophy
class where we had to prove to our atheist professor that God existed. That was
our grade for the entire class… one question, one test. My (ultimately successful)
approach was to explain what caused me to believe in God based on science,
observation, and logical arguments. When I later asked my professor if I had
convinced him, he replied, “Well, you convinced me that you believe, you used
logical arguments, and I can’t refute you on that.”
With that experience in mind, I opted to try to persuade my fellow party-goers
by informing them about the things I had seen, read, and heard that convinced me.
As I began to explain, the room became quiet. They listened! I wasn’t challenging
their beliefs anymore. While some wanted to check out the facts for themselves,
they said they would make an effort to do so. Others were asking questions about
predictions, perhaps weighing whether or not the issue warranted their time to
investigate. I suppose they were using the same logic most of us use when we only
make an effort to buy a lottery ticket when the potential jackpot is huge.
If you are still searching for facts about global warming, I encourage you to
log onto www.globalwarming101.com and follow the progress of the Will Steger
expedition across Baffin Island this month. Will’s team will be sending back video
and still photos during his trek across this rapidly melting island in the Arctic
Circle. He will also be interviewing Inuit residents to obtain their observations
about the changes that are rapidly taking place on their homeland. You should also
consider renting “An Inconvenient Truth,” now available in local video rental stores.
Be sure to visit www.climatecrisis.net, www.undoit.org/undoit_steps_1.cfm, and
you can also Google “An Inconvenient Truth.”.
Reduce your release of carbon dioxide
Did you know that, today, the average American uses enough energy to release
about 50,000 pounds of carbon dioxide — the major contributor to global warming — per year? Here are some simple things you can do to help reduce your
energy consumption (and help out your wallet in the process!):

•
•
•
•
•

Run your dishwasher only with a full load.
Use the energy-saving setting to dry the dishes. Don’t use heat.
Wash clothes in warm or cold water, not hot.
Turn down your water heater thermostat; 120 degrees is usually hot enough.
Don’t overheat or overcool rooms. Adjust your thermostat (lower in winter, higher in summer).
• Clean or replace air filters as recommended. Cleaning a dirty air conditioner filter can save 15 percent of the energy used.
• Buy energy-efficient compact fluorescent bulbs for your most-used lights.
• Install low-flow shower heads.
• Caulk and weatherstrip around doors and windows to plug air leaks.
• Wrap your water heater in an insulating jacket (but only if the water heater
is over five years old and has no internal insulation).
• Ask your utility company for a home energy audit to find out where your
home is poorly insulated or energy-inefficient.
• Whenever possible, walk, bike, carpool, or use mass transit.
• When you buy a car, choose one that gets good gas mileage.
• Reduce waste: Buy minimally packaged goods, choose reusable products
over disposable ones, and recycle.
• Use your most fuel-efficient vehicle for most trips, and the larger, less
fuel-efficient one only when needed.
• Insulate your walls and ceilings (this can save about 25 percent of home
heating bills!).
• If you need to replace windows, install the best energy-saving models.
• As you replace home appliances, select the most energy-efficient models.
• Plant trees next to your house and install a light-colored or reflective roof.
This cuts down on cooling costs in warm weather.

CLIMB Theater
Grade 11, “Community Action”
An interactive class using role playing, critical thinking, and theatre-in-education techniques to help students understand that becoming an activist for a
community cause requires forming a
connection with the community. Further,
the students are encouraged to identify
a specific cause that moves them, and
then figure out what they can do about
it now. These skills also are discussed
and correlated about how they relate to
respect and protecting our environment

From Page 1

in the community.
Grade 12, Environmental Responsibility: “Environmentality”
An interactive class using role playing, discussion, and theatre-in-education
techniques to explore the responsibility
that high school seniors have to their
community once they graduate.
Of course, these programs reach
each student for only an hour or so, thus
the big impact comes from the dedicated
classroom teachers who request CLIMB
programs as a part of their curriculum!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

More paper, cardboard
could be recycled
A recent study found that over 20
percent of household garbage in the Twin
Cities area is made up of paper that could
be recycled. In fact, you can recycle more
types of paper than you might think –
and the demand for recyclable paper is
currently much greater than the supply.
Recyclers and manufacturers in Minnesota (and throughout the Midwest) are
always looking for more paper and other
types of materials that can be recycled
because they simply can’t get enough of
it!
These types of paper can be
recycled:
z Office and school papers
z Mail -- including magazines,
catalogs, newspapers, and advertising
inserts
z Phone books
z Shredded paper (store it in
closed paper bags)
z Paperboard – including boxes
that held dry foods (such as cereal, crackers, pasta, cake mix, et cetera), shoes,
electronics, gifts, tubes of toothpaste,
medication, perfume, and the like
These items CANNOT be
recycled:
z Paper towels, napkins, or tissues; cups, plates, and most types of gift
wrapping paper.
z Certain food boxes -- such as
pizza, egg cartons, boxes soiled with
food or impregnated with wax (such as
milk or juice boxes)
z Boxes from refrigerated or frozen foods
What are the benefits of paper recycling? Plenty! By recycling our used
paper and cardboard, we can:

Dry food boxes
can be recycled.
Boxes from
refrigerated or
frozen foods
cannot be
recycled.
z Use less energy. Production of
recycled paper uses 80 percent less water, 65 percent less energy, and produces
95 percent less air pollution than paper
production using new raw materials.
z Reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In 2003, residential and commercial recycling in Minnesota reduced
greenhouse gas emissions in an amount
equal to taking 2.3 million cars off the
road.
z Save natural resources. Recycling one ton of paper saves 7,000 gallons of water.
z Create jobs. Over 19,000 jobs
in Minnesota are directly involved in recycling.
z Reduce taxes. Recycling generates over $60 million in Minnesota tax
revenue every year!
Recyclable paper is generated
throughout the home, as well as at school
and at work. Consider placing containers for recycling next to where you open
your mail, for example. You’re more
likely to recycle if recycling containers
are available nearby.

Hazardous chemicals
could be more expensive
than safer alternatives
Safer alternatives to hazardous
chemicals (that are also cheaper) could
give employers an added incentive to
keep harmful substances away from their
employees and out of the workplace environment. A recent study published by
the Toxics Use Reduction Institute
(TURI) at the University of Massachusetts demonstrates that there are lesscostly and nontoxic alternatives to five
heavily-used hazardous chemicals: Lead,
formaldehyde, perchloroethylene,
hexavalent chromium, and di(2ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP). These
chemicals are widely used in wire and
cable manufacturing, metal finishing,
healthcare, cosmetology, dry cleaning,
and other industries.
TURI compared the five chemicals
with approximately 100 alternatives
within 16 different applications. For example, formaldehyde — a chemical
known to cause cancer in humans, and
frequently used by beauty and barber
shops as a sanitizer — was compared to
two alternatives: Ultra violet light cabinets, and storing implements in a dry,
disinfected, covered container without
formaldehyde. In every application studied, at least one alternative was identified that was commercially available,
was likely to meet the technical requirements of most users, and was likely to
have reduced environmental and occu-

pational health and safety impacts. “The
scientific assessment that TURI took on
provides all of us – legislators, consumers and industry – with critical information that will lead us to selecting safer
substitutions that makes sense for our individual situations,” said Massachusetts
State Senator Pamela Resor.
Study Supports Massachusetts Bill
The study was commissioned by the
Commonwealth of Masschussetts, and
was released just when legislation that
would require mercury to be phased out
of consumer products was in the process of being considered. According to
Senator Resor, the bill would “reduce exposure to both the workers in industrial
plants as well as to the general population.”
“An Act for a Healthy Massachusetts: Safer Alternatives to Toxic Chemicals,” co-sponsored by Sen. Steven
Tolman and Rep. Jay Kaufman, would
encourage companies to use safer alternatives to toxic chemicals whenever alternatives are available and feasible, and
would also stimulate research on finding new technologies.
The bill explains that exposure to
toxic substances could lead to several
chronic diseases, such as asthma, autism,
birth defects, and cancers. Using the
CHEMICALS to back page

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

February/March 2007 Scott County SCENE Page 7

Start your garden in March
While it may still feel like winter outside, this time
of year is perfect for planning the layout of your summer garden. And, what a great way to spend a cold
winter afternoon! Draw a sketch of your garden plot
on a blank sheet, and begin to plan where you will
plant your various flowers and vegetables. Be sure to
keep in mind how much space will be needed between
each plant, and plan accordingly.
Many people enjoy starting their summer garden
from seeds. If you would like to do that, now is the
right time to begin. Starting garden plants indoors from
seeds can be an enjoyable project for any gardener.
It’s a relatively inexpensive way to get a wide variety
of plants. Many garden favorites are found in a greater
variety of colors, sizes, and growth habits as seeds than
as started plants. For the price of a few packs of seeds,
an adventurous gardener can experiment with raising
unusual or unique plants in your Minnesota garden this
summer.
Buying Seeds
Seeds are available from many sources, ranging
from your local building supply store or garden center
to various mail order catalogs. Their prices vary
greatly (along with the selections), so be sure to check
around. The newest hybrids
tend to command higher
prices, as do the seeds of rare
or unusual plants. Some
small seeds are “palletized”
(coated in clay) to make them easier to handle. Others
are treated with fungicides, usually a pink powder, or
inoculants to promote improved germination.
Packaging costs can impact the price. Name brand
seed companies may package their seeds in moistureresistant envelopes inside the seed packet to prolong
germination capability. Planting and care information
is often more detailed on name brand seed packets.
That planting information will usually include the space
needed between each plant, and this information will
help you to plan the layout of your garden.
Containers and Soil
Start seeds in plastic cell packs with four or more
divisions, or use small peat pots. Peat pots are particularly good for raising seedlings that don’t transplant
well, since root disturbance when transplanting peat
pots will be minimal. Plastic cell packs and trays are
available from garden centers as well as discount and
building supply stores. Cell packs from purchased
plants can be re-used once they have been cleaned. It’s
best to use divided containers rather than open ones
(such as milk cartons or ice cream pails) when planting multiple seeds, since seedlings’ roots will grow
into each other and may be injured during transplanting.
Commercial seed-starting mixes are usually composed of vermiculite and peat, without any true soil.
They’re sterile, lightweight, and free from weed seeds.
They are less likely to contain fungus which may injure or kill your young seedlings as they grow.
Sowing Your Seeds
Near the middle to end of March, sow fresh seeds
individually into each
cell of your plastic
packs according to
package directions.
The general rule is to
plant a seed four times
as deep as its diameter.
(Think of it as planting a seed deeply
enough that three
more seeds could be stacked directly above it.) Mark
each pack or container with a tag, so you can remember what you planted there. Tags can be made by cutting strips from plastic milk jugs and writing on them
with a permanent marker.
Some seeds, such as petunias, may require light in
order to germinate. Cover them with a thin layer of
fine vermiculite, porous enough to permit light to pass
through, yet thick enough to keep the medium moist
for proper seed germination. Place cell packs containing seeds that need darkness in order to germinate in
dark plastic bags or cover them with several layers of
newspaper until the seeds sprout.
When using older seeds with lower germination
rates, plant two or more seeds per cell. Once the seedlings have developed true leaves, you will need to cut
all but the healthiest seedlings off at the ground with

scissors. Do not try to separate the seedlings, since
you will likely damage all of them.
Most unused seeds can be saved from year to year.
As soon as you’re done planting, store your seed packets in an air-tight container in a cool place. To keep the
humidity low inside the container, add a packet of silica
gel (you may also use a teaspoon of powdered milk in
a piece of facial tissue or paper towel instead of silica
gel).
Seeds germinate more quickly in warmer soil than
cool soil. Grow mats can be used to maintain an even
bottom heat of 70º Fahrenheit. Seed trays set on top of
a refrigerator will also stay warm enough to speed germination. Once seeds sprout, move the trays to a
brighter growing area. Seedlings will grow reasonably
well at temperatures starting in the mid-60s; cool temperatures will help keep plants compact.
Provide Adequate Light
If you’re starting just a few plants and you have
roomy window sills, a south-facing window may provide all the
growing space
that you need,
but it’s much
better to grow
seedlings under fluorescent
lights if possible. Grow
lights are designed to provide light in specific ranges
required by plants, but standard “shop lights” with two
fluorescent tubes per fixture also give plants adequate
light and are inexpensive to purchase. Use cool white
fluorescent tubes or a combination of cool white and
warm or natural daylight tubes. Hang your lights from
chains so that you can raise them as your plants grow.
Keep the lights no more than 4 inches above the tops
of your seedlings as they grow taller, since insufficient
light is the major cause of elongated, skinny stems.
Most plants need 12 to16 hours of light daily. Don’t
leave lights on continuously, as many plants need some
dark period each night to develop properly.
Fertilizing
Seedlings draw energy for germination from food
that is stored in the seed. They don’t need fertilizer
until they have several sets of true leaves. Seedlings
grown in a seed-starting mix may need a weak fertilizer, such as fish emulsion or a general purpose watersoluble fertilizer mixed at one-fourth strength. Fertilize only once a week, and water as needed the rest of
the week with plain water. Drain any excess water that
accumulates in the tray to prevent root rot.
Transplanting
Transplant seedlings that outgrow the cell packs
into larger containers. Larger peat pots, styrofoam cups,
or plastic cups with holes punched in their bottoms
will work well, as will half-gallon cardboard milk cartons. Lift seedlings by a leaf and support the rootball
from below with a spoon when transplanting. Never
hold the seedling by its
stem, as you may crush it.
Moving Plants Outside
A week or two before
transplanting outdoors, start
“hardening off” your seedlings by moving them outside for increasingly longer
periods each day. An easy
way to harden plants off is
to place them in a coldframe (a miniature greenhouse)
and raise the lid of the coldframe a little bit further
every few days. If you don’t have a coldframe, find a
sheltered spot where you can put the trays of plants.
Remember, these plants have not been exposed to wind,
full sun, or widely fluctuating temperatures. If plants
are not adequately hardened off, their leaves may be
scorched by sun or wind; plants might even wilt and
die.
Once hardened off, seedlings can be set out in the
garden. Transplant on a cloudy day or late afternoon
when the sun has passed its peak. Even hardened off
plants may wilt when first exposed to full sun, but they
generally recover within a day or so. When transplanting seedlings that have been grown in peat pots, be
sure to trim the sides of the pots down to soil level.
Peat pot collars that are exposed to the air will wick
water away from the root zone, causing the roots to
dry out. To encourage the roots to spread out, carefully tear holes in the bottoms of the peat pots since
they often won’t break down completely in the soil.

Garden Fever
2007 set for
March 24
Garden Fever 2007 — a full-day educational gardening seminar sponsored by Carver/Scott County
Master Gardeners and open to all gardening enthusiasts -- will be held in Chaska on Saturday, March
24.
Garden Fever 2007 will center around the theme
“Walking with Nature.” The day includes commercial exhibits, door prizes, a continental breakfast, lunch,
silent auction, and Master Gardener educational displays and demonstrations. Seminar topics and speakers include:
• “Native Plants – In Perfect Harmony” with
Lynn Steiner, freelance writer, editor, photographer,
and author of “Landscaping with Native Plants of
Minnesota.”
• “LILaC in the Backyard – It’s Not What You
Think” with Bob Mugaas, regional Extension Educator in Horticulture for the University of Minnesota
Extension Service; Bob specializes in turfgrass management.
• “Organic Disease Control: Nature’s Remedies” with Michele Grabowski, regional Extension
Educator in Horticulture for the University of Minnesota Extension Service; Michele specializes in conventional and organic disease control.
• “Controlling Water – Rainwater Gardens”
with Barb Liukkonen, outreach educator with the University of Minnesota Water Resources Center and the
Minnesota Sea Grant program.
The seminar will be held at the Chaska Community Center, 1660 Park Ridge Drive, Chaska, from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. An advance registration fee of
$30 includes lunch and seminar materials. Attendance
is limited, with a registration deadline of March 9 (no
refunds after March 13).
Make checks payable to Carver/Scott Master Gardeners and mail to: University of Minnesota Extension Service, Carver County, 11360 Hwy 212 W., Suite
4, Cologne, MN 55322. For further information,
call (952) 466-5300.

Master Gardeners
plan Second Annual
Information Series
Following on the heels of their successful 2006
series “From the Ground Up,” Carver/Scott Master
Gardeners are finalizing plans for the second series to
begin Tuesday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m. with a session
on pruning trees (everything you have always wanted
to know, but were afraid to ask!).
All classes are held on Tuesday evenings at the
Carver County Government Center in Chaska. The
cost is $10 per class, or three for $25.
Dates and general topics for the spring series are:
April 10:
Garden Design
April 24:
Eat Your Weedies
May 8:
Growing Tomatoes and
Heirloom Vegetables
May 22:
French Gardens
June 5:
Garden Photography
The series will resume on August 28 and will include the following general topics: Preserving the
Harvest, Growing for Fairs, Fall Containers, Fall Planting, Buckthorn Carving and Control, Tool Storage,
Greenhouse Growing, and a workshop for designing
with pressed flowers.
For a brochure or further information, contact the
Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410 or
via e-mail at smith515@umn.edu
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Social networking websites
can be a positive for teens
Networking websites like MySpace,
Friendster, and Facebook continue to
make headlines. Yet many parents of
teens ask themselves, “Just what are
those, anyway?”
Friends are everything to teens, and
the internet is another place to hang out,
says Colleen Gengler, family relations
educator with the University of Minnesota Extension Service. “It’s a natural
step for teens to use the Internet to connect to friends they already know -- and
to make new friends,” Gengler said.
According to Gengler, it’s typical of
teens to try on different identities
through their clothing and hairstyle
choices. Likewise, designing a webpage
complete with favorite symbols, quotes,
and pictures is also a way to try on an
identity or test an image, she says. “But
social networking websites do pose risks
and unintended consequences,” said
Gengler. “Safety is first and foremost,
and both parents and teens need to be
concerned.”
Gengler has assembled the following tips for parents:
z Learn what your teen is doing on the internet. One way is to ask
for help with doing something on the
web.
z Help teens know what’s appropriate to put on the web. “They
have the web knowledge, but you have
life experience,” Gengler said.
z Be clear about what is not safe
to post. This includes full name, address,
specific places they go, phone numbers,
ethnic background, and anything else
that would help someone identify or locate teens.
z Stress that the rules of social

networking
sites must be
followed.
There are age
limits on most
sites.
z E s tablish some
limits on how
much “screen
time” your teen has, including time at
the computer, watching TV or playing
video games.
z Invite your teen to show you
his or her webpage. Give him or her a
day or two of warning before looking at
it. Some teens may “rethink” what they
have posted.
z Consider joining the same
networking website as your teen. That
way you can look at his or her page.
Knowing this, teens will be much better
at self monitoring.
“Creation of a personal webpage can
be a very creative outlet for a teen,” said
Gengler. Frequent entries into an online
blog can give teens practice in writing
and expressing their opinions, she said.
Teens are learning how to use large
amounts of information, compared to
previous generations. They’re also learning skills needed to build a website and
use other technologies.
More information, including examples of websites teens are drawn to,
is available in a short publication
Gengler has written. Visit Extension’s
parenting resources website at
www.parenting.umn.edu for the publication and additional resources.
Source: Colleen Gengler, Extension
Family Relations Educator
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Scott County 4-Hers

In the Spotlight
Katie Worm
School: Jordan Middle School
Grade: 8th grade
4-H Club: Helping Hands 4-H Club
Parents: Daryl and Jodi Worm
Years in 4-H: Five years
Years as Junior Leader: Three years
Projects of Interest: Leadership,
Beef, Rabbit, Photography, Fine Arts,
Arts and Crafts, Horseless Horse
Katie is our first Junior Leader in
the Spotlight for her leadership and excellence. Katie has been a great help at
the Cloverbud Mornings and Adventures. She has demonstrated skills of
working with younger youth and her
peers that helps her shine. Katie knows
when to have fun with the youth and
when they need to calm down to get
ready for the next activity. She’s eager
to teach others about her projects and
other interest areas.

Katie Worm shows beef cattle and
works well with young 4-H members.

Jason Stocker shows beef cattle and demonstrates leadership skills in 4-H.

Jason Stocker
School: Jordan High School
Grade: 9th grade
4-H Club: Helping Hands 4-H Club
Parents: Rick and Ann Stocker
Years in 4-H: Six years
Years as an Ambassador: One year
Projects of Interest: Dairy, Plant
Science, Wildlife, Leadership, Youth
Teaching Youth
Jason is in the Ambassador Spotlight this month for being a positive role
model and great leader this year. Jason
has been an exciting addition to the

Youth in grades K-3 recently enjoyed a Cloverbud Adventure program.

4-H Cloverbud Connections
A new Cloverbud Connections 4-H Club designed especially for youth in
grades K-3 is now forming in Scott County. Parents and youth are invited
to an informational meeting on:

Tuesday, February 20
6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Please call the Scott County
Extension Office for
the location
Make new friends, participate in fun
activities and learn more about the
new Cloverbud Connections 4-H
Club. Meet Michelle Gjerde, the
new club leader! If you have any
questions, contact Abby at (952)
492-5410. Bring a friend!

Cloverbud Mornings; the boys and girls
look up to Jason, and he helps them to
have a fun time. Jason even dressed the
part last month at the K-5th grade “Winter Paradise Morning” by showing the
young 4-H members how to hula with a
grass skirt!
This is Jason’s first year as an Ambassador and as a Youth Teaching Youth
Teen Teacher. He’s been learning about
how to be a positive role model from
his older mentors, and is now applying
what he has learned to help others. Jason has been a great new addition to the
Ambassador Team!

PAY 2007 PROPERTY TAX STATEMENTS &
2007 - PAY 2008 NOTICE OF VALUATION & CLASSIFICATION TO
BE MAILED TOGETHER FOR FIRST TIME
Property taxpayers in Scott County will be receiving their 2007 Property
Tax Statements and 2007/Pay 2008 Notice of Valuation and Classification in
March 2007. For the first time, Scott County will have the notices mailed together for efficiency and cost savings.
The Property Tax Statement is mailed once a year in March to all owners/
taxpayers, even if an escrow company is responsible for paying the taxes. It provides each taxpayer the due date(s) and final amount of tax and special assessments on each parcel in the County. If a property sells or a taxpayer no longer
escrows for taxes, Scott County does not mail out a new tax statement. Free duplicate tax statements are located on the County’s website under www.co.scott.mn.us
The Notice of Valuation and Classification is your only opportunity to
appeal value and classification. It provides each taxpayer with each parcel’s
Property Classification, Estimated Market Value, and Taxable Market Value for
taxes payable in 2008. It also provides a taxpayer with any qualifying values, if
they exist, on a parcel for New Improvements, Limited Market Value, Green Acres
Value, Plat Deferment Value, and This Old House Exclusion Value. Taxpayers are
urged to call the assessor listed on their statement with any questions or concerns
regarding the property values or classification. Dates and times to appeal the Estimated Market Value and property classification at the local and County Boards
of Appeal and Equalization are also listed on the statement.
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Ten-year Transportation Improvement Program set
The Scott County Highway Department is responsible for the planning,
design, construction, and maintenance of
roads, bridges, and traffic control devices on the County Highway system.
Partnering with the cities, townships,
adjacent counties, Mn/DOT, and the
Metropolitan Council, the Highway
Department develops the annual Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
which maintains and improves the
County’s highway infrastructure.
In developing the annual TIP,
projects must be consistent with the
County’s Transportation Plan. Scott
County’s vision is to provide a safe and
efficient transportation system for current and future residents and businesses
in a cost-effective manner. The following goals from the transportation plan
are used in determining system needs:
1. To preserve the existing
transportation infrastructure to
protect the significant investment
already made, and reduce
unnecessary premature costs of
replacing of existing facilities.
2. To manage the existing
transportation system to maximize
safety and efficiency.
3. To improve and expand the
existing transportation system as
necessary to meet current and
future transportation needs.
4. To explore alternative modes of
transportation based on the
needs of those who live, work, and
travel in Scott County.
5. To provide transportation
planning that results in a local
transportation system that will
safely serve the needs of current
and future residents and
businesses, support the County’s
development plans, and
complement the regional
transportation system.
Programming Strategies
The 2006-2012 TIP is organized by
preservation, management, and expansion projects. Once system needs have
been identified, the following program
development criteria are used consistent
with the Transportation Plan policies:
• Local agency requests
• Structural deficiencies
• Safety issues
• Geometric deficiencies
• Capacity issues
• Traffic volumes
• System connections/continuity
• Balance staff workload/ability
to deliver
• Funding partners
Individual projects are then
prioritized using the following
criteria:
• Maximize safety -- correct
existing deficiencies in
geometry and capacity
• Reduce operating/maintenance
cost -- correct existing
deficiencies in structure
• Minimize social and
environmental impacts in the
most cost-effective manner
• Maximize effective project
size
• Utilize all possible funding
sources

2007 Projects
1. County Highway (CH) 6 in Blakeley Township -Replace bridge
2. CH 8 in Helena Township – Replace bridge
3. CH 23 in Cedar Lake Township – Replace bridge
4. County Road (CR) 56 in Cedar Lake Township -Replace bridge
5. CH 101 from Bridge #5944 to CH 83 –
Replace bridge/Overlay
6. CH 12 at Trunk Highway (TH) 13 –
Realignment/Access management
7. CH 21 from Franklin to Adelmann –
Intersection improvements
8. CR 33 (France Avenue) in Elko – Turnback payment
9. CH 37 at TH 19 –
Traffic signal and intersection improvements
10. CH 21 at Jeffers Pass/Coachman Lane –
Traffic signal and turn lanes
11. CH 21/68 at Cress View Estates –
Collector road connection
12. CR 66 at CR 61 – Install trails
13. CH 101 at First Avenue in Shakopee –
Pedestrian improvements
14. CH 42 at Huntington/Glendale (6 lane) -Corridor improvements
15. CH 9 at TH 169/282 – Geometric layout
for right-of-way (RW) preservation
16. CH 2 and CH 86 at I-35 – Geometric layout
for RW preservation
2008 Projects
17. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
18. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
19. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
20. CR 66 in St. Lawrence Township – Replace bridge
21. CH 2 from 1000 ft west of Idaho to Church St. -Reconstruct two and three lane segments
22. CH 86 from TH 19 to CH 27 – Reconstruct
to two-lane rural
23. CH 21 from CH 16 to CH 18 – Construct
four-lane divided
2009 Projects
24. CH 101 from CH 83 to TH 169 – Mill and overlay

2010 Projects
25. CH 12 from CH 17 to Stemmer Ridge –
Reconstruct to two-lane urban
26. CH 12 from Spring Lake Regional Park to
Walnut St. – Reconstruct to two-lane urban
27. CH 16 at Lynn Avenue/Glendale Road –
Intersection reconstruction
28. CH 21 from CH 16 to CH 42 – Construct
four-lane divided
29. CH 27 from CH 44 to 0.30 miles north –
Reconstruct to four-lane divided
30. CH 44 from Prior Lake, City limits to CH 27 –
Reconstruct to four-lane divided
2011 Projects
31. CH 8 from CH 23 to Calmor Ave. –
Intersection improvements
32. CH 69 from TH 169 to CH 101 – Reconditioning
33. CH 42 from Boone to Louisiana –
Reconstruct to 6 lane divided
2012 Projects
34. CH 15 from TH 169 to 6th Avenue – Mill and overlay
35. CR 56 from CH 23 to CR 87 – Reconstruct to
two-lane rural/Surface
36. CR 87 from CR 56 to CH 8 –
Reconstruct to two-lane rural/Surface
2013 Projects
37. CH 101 from CH 17 to Spencer -Reconditioning
38. CH 15 north from TH 19 through 270th Street –
Realignment on Alton Avenue
39. CH 68 at CH 91 - Roundabout
40. CH 17 from St. Francis to CH 42 –
Reconstruct to four-lane divided
2014 Projects
41. CH 15 from TH 169 to 17th Avenue –
Reconstruct to four-lane divided
2015 - 2016 Projects
Projects to be added once recommendations from studies
are completed.
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SWCD celebrates 65 years of conservation service
Ever since the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District began on July 24,
1941, it has worked to meet the needs
of local and County government, farmers, landowners, and other land users.
The District identifies and assesses problems dealing with the conservation of our
County’s resources, and then develops
and carries out programs to solve them.
The outstanding technical expertise of
the District in the areas of soil erosion,
water management, waste management,
and water quality preservation has enabled it to provide specialized assistance
for a variety of issues facing Scott
County today. More recently, the District has worked diligently to assist local townships and communities as they
work with developers on urban erosion
control at construction sites.
The 65th anniversary of the SWCD
is being observed during 2007. In April
1935, Congress created the SWCD; in
August 1940, a CCC Camp was established in Jordan. This camp began the
tradition of SWCD assistance to the residents of Scott County.
Early in 1941, County Agent
Wallace Miller and Camp Soil Conservationist Carl Clardy began explaining
the procedures for forming a soil conservation district. Petitions for the formation of a district were circulated as
interest grew. The required signatures
were rapidly obtained, and on March 11,
the petition was filed with the State Soil
Conservation Committee. The committee promptly scheduled a hearing to be
held on the formation of the Scott
County Soil and Water Conservation
District. The hearing was held on April
4 and 25; farmers plowed through the
muddiest roads of the season to testify.
Those testifying included Guido
Wermerskirchen, William Lucas, Joseph

Schwingler, Jacob Schmidt, Harry
Pieper, Harvey Ruehling, Martin
Beckman, Roy Chard, Ed Kerkow, Phil
Hartman, Herb Trost and E. T. Morely.
All of the testimony was in favor of the
District.
Based on the positive testimony, the
State Soil Conservation Committee authorized the district formation to proceed. The next step was to obtain the signatures of a majority of the County’s
landowners and operators on a petition.
This was accomplished by June 5 and a
referendum was scheduled, and subsequently held on July 5. (The vote was
161 for and 14 against the formation of
the district.) This strong vote in favor
of the district caused the State Committee to approve the formation of the district and appoint George Williamson and
John P. Nachbar as district supervisors.
The Minnesota Secretary of the State
signed the Certificate of Organization on
July 25, 1941, and the Scott County Soil
Conservation District was created.
An election was held on August 26th
to elect three additional supervisors. Out
of a slate of eight candidates, William
Witt, Edward E. Schmidt, and Alois
Wagner were elected.
This 65th anniversary is not only the
SWCD’s birthday, but it is also a good
time to remember the many supervisors,
district employees, and NRCS (previously known as SCS) who have assisted
Scott County landowners and operators
solve erosion problems since the CCC
Camp first came to Jordan in 1940. That
camp started a tradition which deserves
to be continued long into the future. The
Board of Supervisors will continue to
strive to serve the residents of Scott
County by identifying natural resource
needs and seeking both public and private partners to address those needs.

Green Acres Program can
reduce taxes on farmland
The Green Acres Program was designed to protect farmers from real estate taxes resulting from the valuation
of their land in excess of its value as
farmland by the assessor. Land currently
being farmed in the seven county metro
area is usually more valuable to a potential buyer for uses other than farming. Consequently, the prices paid for
this land are affecting the values that the
assessor must place on the properties.
Property qualifying for, and placed on,
the Green Acres Program will have two
values on the parcel: The actual value
for the land, based upon current prices
being paid for similar property; and the
“Green Acre” value, based on what true
farm land is worth. The property tax is
calculated on the Green Acre value.
If a property owner wishes to have
his property considered for the Green
Acres program (otherwise known as the
Minnesota Agricultural Property Tax
Law), these conditions must be met:
z Real estate consisting of at least
ten acres and qualifies for classification
as 1b, 2a, or 2b property is entitled to
valuation and tax deferment under Green
Acres only if it is primarily devoted to
agricultural use; and
z “Agricultural land” as defined
means contiguous acreage of 10 acres
or more, used in the preceding year for
agricultural purposes. Agricultural classification for property should be determined excluding the house, garage, and
first acre of land.
z It is the homestead of the
owner or is real estate that is farmed with
the real estate that contains the home-

stead property; or
z It has been in the possession
of the applicant for a period of at least
seven years prior to the application; or
z It is real estate which is farmed
with the real estate that qualifies and
is within townships, cities, or combinations thereof from the qualifying real
estate; or
z It is the homestead of a shareholder in the family farm corporation
as defined in Minnesota statute; or
z It is in the possession of a nursery or greenhouse or an entity owned
by a proprietor, partnership, or a corporation which also owns the nursery or
greenhouse operations on the parcel.
Real estate shall be considered to be
an “agricultural use” provided that annually:
z At least 33 and 1/3 percent of
the total family income of the owner is
derived thereof, or the total production
income including rental from the property is $300 plus $10 per tillable acre;
and
z It is devoted to the production
for sale of agricultural products.
Applying for Green Acres:
Applications for the Green Acres
program are to be filed with the assessor on or before May 1 of the year
prior to the year in which the taxes
are payable. The assessor may require
proof, such as Income Tax Schedules E
or F, that the property qualifies. Questions? Please call the Scott County
Assessor’s Office at (952) 496-8115.

Tim Wilson, Assistant State Conservationist for USDA-NRCS, awarded the
Scott SWCD Board of Supervisors with a plaque for 65 years of service.
Pictured (left to right) are Scott Tracy, Wilson, Jim Schwingler. Eward
Gruetzmacher, Paul Krueger, and Jim Fitzsimmons.

Reelected SWCD
Supervisors take oath
The SWCD held its first Annual
Board of Supervisors Meeting for 2007
on Jan. 10. At this meeting, newly reelected Supervisors Jim Schwingler
(District 5) and Jim Fitzsimmons (District 4) took oath of office and began
serving their four-year terms.
The Board of Supervisors also
elected officers, made committee assignments, and established their regular
meeting dates for 8 a.m. on the second
Wednesday of the month (meeting dates
subject to change) at the Scott County
Extension and Conservation Center in
Jordan located within the Scott County
Fairgrounds. Meetings are open to the
public
Members of the Board of Supervisors for the SWCD include:
z Ewald Gruetzmacher, entering his ninth year, representing Helena,
Belle Plaine and Blakely Townships; the
City of Belle Plaine; and part of the City
of New Prague

z Scott Tracy, entering his third
year, representing New Market and Cedar Lake Township; and the City Elko
New Market
z Paul Krueger, entering his
ninth year, representing Credit River and
Spring Lake Townships and part of the
City of Prior Lake
z Jim Fitzsimmons, entering his
fifth year, representing portions of the
Cities of Shakopee, Savage, and Prior
Lake; and Spring Lake Township
z Jim Schwingler, entering his
thirteenth year, representing portions of
the Cities of Jordan and Shakopee; and
the Townships of Jackson, Sand Creek,
St. Lawrence, and Louisville
For more information about the
SWCD Board meetings, you can access
the
SWCD
website
at
www.scottswcd.org or contact the office
at (952) 492-5425.

Help keep spring runoff clean
to protect lakes, wetlands
Before you know it, the lambs and
lions of spring will come marching in –
sure to bring the rains with them. All of
that runoff (along with the annual snowmelt) will be funneling down our streets
and alleys into storm sewers that will
carry it to our lakes, streams, and wetlands.
According
to
www.cleanwatermn.org, here’s how you
can help to protect Minnesota waterways
this spring:
Keep Your Spring Runoff Clean:
• Remove pet waste and trash
from streets, sidewalks, and driveways,
and put it into the garbage.
• Clean your gutters regularly. Put
leaves in your compost pile or bag for
collection with other yard trimmings.
Sweep up road dirt and place it in the
garbage.
• Direct water from your downspouts away from your house and paved
surfaces and onto your lawn.
Restore Your Lawn:
• Remove debris and yard trimmings. Prepare for garbage or yard trimming collection.
• Reseed bare spots. If spots are
caused by salt, reseed with a salt-toler-

ant grass mix.
• Lightly mulch newly seeded areas with straw and keep moist for three
or four weeks.
• Control soil erosion around
your home. When left bare, soil washes
away easily with rain and carries phosphorus with it. Soil erosion can be prevented by keeping soil covered with vegetation or mulch.
• Find out what your lawn needs
by obtaining a soil test through the University of Minnesota Soil Test Lab (at
612-625-3101) or another similar lab.
Keep Lawn Care Products
Out of Runoff:
• Use phosphorus-free fertilizer.
Minnesota’s Phosphorus Lawn Fertilizer
Law went into effect on January 1, 2005,
stating that Minnesotans cannot use fertilizer containing phosphorus for general
lawn care.
• Always read and follow label
directions when using lawn care products and disposing of their containers.
• Don’t apply lawn care products
to frozen ground—wait until the grass
starts growing.
• Sweep up and reuse any lawn
care products that fall on streets, sidewalks, and driveways.
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SWCD News

Cost share program announced for
water quality improvement projects
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO) announce the second year of
their joint cost share and incentive program for water quality improvement
projects. Over 14 different water quality practices are eligible. However, the
most popular are stream bank erosion
repairs, water quality filter strips,
shore land restoration, grassed waterways, and rain gardens.
Scott County, cities, townships, associations, improvement districts, and
others including individual land owners
can submit applications for cost share
funds on eligible projects. To be eligible,
the land must be within the Scott WMO
boundary (see map) and listed as one of
the 14 different water quality practices.
Applications are taken on a continuous
basis, and will be reviewed and scored
with decisions being made in April and
September 2007.
According to Paul Nelson, Scott
Watershed Management Organization
Administrator, the cost share and incentive program is an important part of the
local efforts to address the water quality
problems in the County. “Generally,
the water quality in the County is not
very good, with most water bodies considered quality impaired,” Nelson noted.
“The cost share funds provide an opportunity and an incentive for land and water stewardship on both public and private lands.”
In 2006, 48 projects were funded
through this program. Projects were in
cooperation with private landowners,

businesses, and municipalities. Scott
County Commissioner and Scott WMO
Board member Jerry Hennen stated, “We
are very pleased with the 2006 results.
Not only did we initiate a number of
meaningful projects, but by partnering
with the Scott SWCD we were able to
leverage significant state and federal
funds.” After consideration of the landowner, state, and federal contributions,
the $200,000 provided by the Scott
WMO was turned into more than
$570,000 for ground water quality improvements.
Pete Beckius, Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District Manager, states
that the 2007 program will be similar to
last year’s program with some additions

— which include an increase in funding
and the addition of a couple of new eligible practices. The new practices include stream and lakeshore restoration,
and rain gardens. “We’re excited about
the 2007 program. We can build on our
past successes and with the new eligible
practices we can reach out to more areas of the County,” said Scott SWCD
Board Chair Ewald Gruetzmacher.
Interested parties and organizations
with potential projects can contact the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or the
Scott WMO at (952) 496-8054 for additional information and application
materials. Information is also available
on the Scott SWCD website at
www.scottswcd.org.

Scott SWCD offers No-Till Drill and
Grass Seeder Rental Program
Looking for some inexpensive notill equipment for your land? The Scott
SWCD will have three drills and a hand
seeder available for rental for the upcoming planting season. Rentals for all our
equipment is taken on a first-come, firstserved basis.
SWCD has worked hard to promote
and encourage no-till production in Scott
County because of the environmental
and economical benefits it provides. It
is encouraging that many of you have
responded positively to this alternative
method of crop production.
The John Deere 1560 No-till Drill
model has a planting width of 15 feet.
The drill is equipped for soybeans and
small grain, with a grass seed attachment
to interseed alfalfa or renovate pastures.
The most common practice of no-till has
been solid seeding soybeans or sorghum
into corn residue.
The Great Plains No-till Drill has
a planting width of seven feet. The drill
is equipped for seeding native grasses,
small grain, grass, and legume. Boxes
allow for seeding a variety of grasses and
legumes. The drill is also very useful in
renovating pastures and seeding waterways and filter strips.
The Brillion Grass Seeder has a
planting width of 10 feet. The seeder is
equipped for seeding native grasses, alfalfa, brome grass, and turf grasses. The
drill is very useful in seeding filter strips,

Soybeans planted in field residue can thrive. Farmers who leave significant
residue help decrease erosion.

lawns, CRP fields, and waterways. This
drill in intended to be used on clean tilled
land only.
The Native Grass and Wildflower
Hand Seeder is ideal for areas that are
too small, too steep, or inaccessible for
other types of seeding equipment. Areas one to two acres or less are perfect
candidates for this piece of equipment.
The cost to rent the drills will de-

pend on the land location within Scott
County and the amount of residue remaining after planting. Contact the office for rental rates and drop charges if
they apply. If you are interested in renting any of the above equipment, or
would like more information, please
contact Scott Schneider or Jodi Worm
at the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District office at (952) 492-5425.

Free seed
available for
set-aside,
wildlife acres
The Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever will provide free corn and
sorghum for set-aside acres or other land
for those who wish to plant cover and
food plots for wildlife. The principal
objective of food and cover plots is to
establish safe foraging patterns that restrict unnecessary movements and provide a dependable source of food to help
carry wildlife through the winter in good
condition. It also helps to underscore the
importance of establishing food plots
closely adjacent to existing winter cover.
Otherwise, the plots must provide significant cover in addition to being a
source for food.
Corn and sorghum are generally
accepted as the more appropriate and
reliable food sources. After selecting a
food plot variety, the two most critical
factors to consider are the size and location of the plot. It is not uncommon
for blizzards to fill the outer 25 to 50
rows of standing corn or sorghum in a
single storm. Large (three to 10 acre)
food plots are most desirable for countering winter blizzards.
Scott County Pheasants Forever has
supplied the Scott SWCD with seed for
the past 20 years. The types of seed
available for the 2007 planting season
will include corn and both forage and
grain sorghum. The food or cover plots
are to be left over winter of 2007-2008.
The plots are not to be harvested until
spring of 2008. The seed provided is to
be used for wildlife habitat only and a
minimum of two acres is highly recommended. Landowners will be responsible for the planting and maintaining
of the food plot.
Applications and seed may be obtained up at the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District office in Jordan
located within the Scott County Fairgrounds. For further information, please
contact Jodi Worm at (952) 492-5416.

Volunteers sought
for lake monitoring
Scott County is seeking a volunteer
to help with water quality sampling
in Thole Lake during the year 2007
sampling year (April through
October). Our goal is to maintain
or improve the quality of water in
our lakes, rivers, and streams, and
we could use your help! For more
information, please contact Melissa
Bokman of the Scott WMO at (952)
496-8887.
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Library News

Check out museum
passes, “cool tool”
It’s the beginning of a new year!
(How can it be 2007 already? The approach of Y2K seems like yesterday!)
Hopefully, you’ve had a chance to try
out some of the many improvements that
the Library System made in 2006 – like
the self-check workstations. In November, library customers checked out
16,849 items using the selfcheck…almost 25 percent of all the
books and other materials checked out.
In the course of the next couple of
months, the libraries will be moving all
of the DVDs from behind the desk,
meaning that the only item that you will
not be able to check out yourself will be
the Museum Adventure Passes. Of
course, the addition of this new feature
doesn’t mean that you must check out
using the self-check; friendly library
staff will be available to help you when
you choose.
Speaking of Museum Adventure
Passes, from September 7 through November 30, Scott County residents
checked out 1,621 passes (each pass can
be used for up to four people). Clearly,
library customers are excited by this special program! Just think, because of the
generosity of the museums, libraries, and
Macy’s, you can visit the Minnesota
Zoo, the Como Zoo, the Science Museum, the Bakken Museum, or the Bell
Museum. The number of passes in each
branch library is limited, so plan for a
new adventure when the passes for the
zoo and the Science Museum have already been checked out. Seventeen area
museums have made it possible for you
to explore art, science, and cultural attractions that you might not have known
existed. If you haven’t heard about the
Museum Adventure Passes or if you
would like to know more about them,
please visit the Scott County Library
System’s website (www.scott.lib.mn.us)
or call your local library.
Have you ever explored the electronic resources and databases available to library card-carrying Scott
County residents? Three new resources

have been added to a long list of authoritative and comprehensive reference resources. You can now search the World
Book Encyclopedia from home using
your library card number as your entrance fee. And this version of the World
Book isn’t just an Encyclopedia: There
is a kids’ version and a Spanish language
version of the encyclopedia as well.
There is an atlas and a dictionary, and a
section all about Minnesota. Go online
and have an adventure!
Have you been assigned a research
project? Click on the Research Project
Calculator to use a “cool tool” provided
by MnLink and MINITEX. The Calculator will suggest a schedule to help you
finish on time, as well as help with the
steps you need to complete to finish your
essay, PowerPoint presentation, or
video.
In addition, the Minnesota State
Legislative Reference Library has created a database of legislators, both past
and present. You can search by name,
gender, original city of residence, birth
place, et cetera. The database is a work
in progress, but if you want to know
basic information about any of our legislators, no other single source will give
you as much information.
If you have any questions (about
anything), please call or visit your library
for assistance.
www.scott.lib.mn.us
Belle Plaine: (952) 873-6767
Jordan: (952) 492-2500
Elko New Market: (952) 461 3460
New Prague: (952) 758-2391
Prior Lake: (952) 447-3375
Savage: (952) 707-1770
Shakopee: (952) 233-9590
Scott County Law Library: (952)
496-8713
Scott County Library Administration:
(952) 707-1760
Renewal Line: (952) 890-9184 (only
for books and other materials checked
out from Scott County branch
libraries)

Looking for a way to get out of
the late-winter blahs?
Why not visit Murphy’s Landing for a bit of
fun, educational living history?

Saturday,
March 10
7 – 8 p.m. at Historic
Murphy’s Landing

People from
the Past:
Victoria Woodhull
See history through the eyes of historical figures brought back to
life through costumed portrayals by area historians. Newspaper
editor and reporter Jane Grey Swisshelm interviews Victoria
Woodhull on her 1872 bid for President of the United States.
Enjoy light refreshments and discussion too. At the Town Hall;
please park and enter from the west entrance near Memorial
Park. The cost is $3. Ages 6 and up.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Tips offered for using
portable heaters, installing
wood stoves, fireplaces
The Scott County Building Inspection Department urges residents to be
safe when operating portable heating
devices, fireplaces, and wood stoves this
winter. With the high cost of fuel, many
people may be purchasing a space heater
or adding a fireplace or wood-burning
stove to their home. When not installed
or used properly, these appliances can
present serious safety hazards.
Portable heaters can be an affordable supplement or alternative to central heating. However, when used improperly, space heaters can cause carbon
monoxide poisoning, fire, and even
death. Keep the area around the heater
clear at all times with at least three feet
of open space around the unit so that
nothing catches fire. Supervise the heater
when it’s on (especially when children
and pets are nearby), turn the heater off
when you leave the room, and don’t
leave the heater on at night.
Other tips include filling kerosene
heaters outside so that fumes and accidental spills don’t cause a fire. Use the
correct fuel for the heater, and be sure
to read the instruction manual to verify
the proper fuel type and operating conditions. Also, be certain to install smoke
and carbon monoxide detectors and
verify that they are working properly.
If you’re in the market for a fire-

place or wood-burning stove, contact
the Scott County Building Inspection
Department or local jurisdiction first to
acquire a permit before installation, and
call for a rough-in inspection and final
inspection by the Department staff prior
to operation. The Building Inspection
Department recommends you purchase
a fireplace or wood-burning stove that
is labeled by an approved testing agency.
An unapproved product will not pass
inspection for use in a residence. Work
with your contractor to find the best interior location; that decision will be
based on the chimney or exhaust ventilation path to the building’s exterior.
Once the unit has been installed, inspected, and approved, be sure to read
the instruction manual carefully to understand how the fireplace or woodburning stove works. The Building Inspections Department also suggests contacting your insurance agent, as most insurance companies require a rider to the
homeowners’ policy and a copy of the
final inspection report.
For more information, please contact The Scott County Building Inspection Department at (952) 496-8475.
As a post note, as of January 1,
2007, all building permits for the City
of Elko New Market are now processed
at the Elko New Market City Hall.

Corn stoves offer benefits,
but extra work is required
Recently, heating with corn and biomass stoves (particularly in the Midwest)
has become a popular and often cost effective form of alternative heating for
rural and even urban residents. Like
most technology, stove technology is
becoming more advanced… with some
units now approaching 92 percent efficiency.
Corn burning appliances are sold in
the form of furnaces, stand alone pedestal units, fireplace inserts, and even exterior boilers. Heating with corn is easy
on the pocketbook, and an environmentally friendly form of heat, provided the
corn was grown in a sustainable manner. Corn is a clean-burning, renewable,
high-energy resource that is grown locally in this County. It can be produced
in one growing season, as compared to
wood (which needs about 20 years to
produce a tree large enough to harvest).
An additional benefit is the constant
heat, as opposed to the on/off heating
of a forced air system. A flickering
flame and the warmth that is given off
is also a nice benefit on a cold winter’s
night. This resource can provide a small
step in energy independence for our state
and country.
A major environmental benefit of
heating with corn is the carbon dioxide
that is consumed in the growing of the
crop. As with any growing plant or tree,
carbon dioxide is removed from the atmosphere as the corn grows. This offsets some of the ten to 30 percent of the
energy in fossil fuels that is used to get
the corn from the ground to the household.
However, there are limitations to be
considered before investing in a corn
stove. A corn stove is not for everyone,
especially those who like the convenience of simply turning up the thermo-

Corn burning appliances are sold in
the form of furnaces, stand alone
pedestal units, fireplace inserts, and
even exterior boilers.

stat. Maintaining your supply of corn
— as well as performing daily, weekly,
and monthly maintenance — takes time
and energy. Corn needs to be purchased
and hauled to your home, and stored in
such a way as to not attract unwanted
rodents. The corn hopper on the stove
needs to be replenished routinely (how
often depends on the heat setting and the
hopper size, but it’s typically a daily
chore).
A properly functioning stove must
be maintained. The stove should be
cleaned and the ash pan emptied at least
once a week. Some models require the
removal of “clinkers” (unburnable residue) periodically. There is also an exhaust pipe that needs to be cleaned of
ash on a weekly or a monthly basis, depending on the ash content of the fuel.
CORN STOVES to Page 14
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

What is “drunk”?
According to Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), 201 of the 559 people
killed in vehicle crashes in Minnesota in 2005 were killed in alcohol related crashes
— a startling 36 percent. Nationally, the statistics are even greater: An estimated
16,885 people died in alcohol related crashes — 39 percent of the 43,443 total
traffic fatalities.
But what is “drunk”? And how does alcohol really affect our driving? Some
of us contend that we drive better after a couple of drinks, but the truth is that even
one drink affects our judgement and our driving performance.
When you use alcohol, it dilutes itself in the water volume of your body in
order to travel throughout the system. Those vital organs that contain a lot of water
and need an ample blood supply — like the brain — are particularly vulnerable to
the effects of alcohol. The first part of the brain that is impaired when you drink is
the frontal lobe, which is the part of your brain that enables you to make accurate
assessments and good judgements.
“BAC” is the acronym we use for “Blood Alcohol Concentration.” It is a
measure of the level of alcohol in a person’s bloodstream. The bloodstream transports alcohol throughout your body, especially to your lungs and brain, where alcohol acts directly. Within two minutes after drinking alcohol, brain tissues accurately reflect the blood alcohol level. The liver can metabolize one mixed drink
(one ounce of 80 proof alcohol), one five-ounce glass of wine, or one 12-ounce
beer per hour. If you drink more than that, the alcohol stays in the bloodstream
until the liver can process it.
After two to three drinks (a BAC of .05 - .07 for an average 160-pound drinker),
you’d probably feel relaxed and happy. On the other hand, you’d be less alert, do
things you normally wouldn’t do, and you might make poor decisions. Four drinks
in one hour results in a BAC of .09. If you’re thinking about driving at this point,
you’re in trouble. According to Minnesota law, .08 BAC is “drunk.” At this level,
you can’t react as quickly and have less control over your arms and legs.
Occasionally, we hear of a person arrested for drunk driving with a BAC of
.40. A person with a BAC of .30 to .40 is risking coma and a total brain shutdown… which could lead to death. That person is more than likely an alcoholic
and has built up a tolerance to alcohol. “Tolerance” is different than Blood Alcohol
Concentration. Tolerance refers to your ability to “hold your liquor.” Two people
who are the same gender and size can drink the same amount of alcohol in the same
amount of time and have very different tolerances. Regardless, their BAC will be
the same.
Size matters when it comes to measuring the effects of alcohol on your mind
and body. The less your body weighs, the more alcohol will affect you. Other
factors also affect your BAC: Mood, food, gender, health, and time. Consider
these facts:
z The BAC of a 100-pound person will be twice as high as it will be for a
200-pound person who drank the same amount.
z Food only slows down the absorption of alcohol into your bloodstream.
z Alcohol is a depressant. If you’re already tired, you’ll only be less alert
after a drink or two.
z If plain water is mixed with your alcohol, the body absorbs it more slowly.
z If you add a carbonated beverage to your drink, then the drink will absorb
more quickly into the body.
z If you are a heavy drinker, or have a poor diet, cirrhosis, or are simply
older, your liver is not functioning as well as it could, and alcohol is not being
metabolized at the appropriate rate.
z Usually, BAC is higher for women because women typically weigh less,
have less fluid in their bodies, and produce half of the stomach enzyme that breaks
down alcohol. If a woman keeps up with a man drink for drink (in other words,
they have a similar tolerance), her BAC will be higher than the man’s BAC. Ladies, it might not be fair… but it’s true.
Law enforcement officers conduct field sobriety tests when they suspect people
of drinking and driving. These usually involve simple hand-eye and concentration
tasks. Driving requires coordinating many tasks at once, and calls for quick reactions to situations that can change in a split second:
Eye Movement: Alcohol decreases your ability to track moving objects, lessens your capacity to maintain focus, and shrinks your peripheral vision. It also
significantly interferes with hand-eye coordination, which is essential to steering.
Reaction Time: After drinking alcohol, it takes longer to read street signs or
respond to changes and obstacles in the road, like sudden red lights or a vehicle
pulling out in front of you. When you’re under the influence, you compensate by
seeking out less information and are therefore less aware of the environment.
Multi-Tasking: When you’re driving, you have to divide your attention between several activities all at once. (Stay in your lane. Adjust your speed and
direction. Monitor the environment for obstacles, pedestrians, and traffic signals.
Don’t forget the radio!) When you’ve been drinking, you tend to focus on one task
at a time. “Okay, now I’m steering. Okay, I’m going too fast. All right, now I have
to turn. Okay, the light is turning red. Now I have to brake….”
If your BAC is .08 or higher and you are in control of a moving or parked
motor vehicle, you can be arrested for driving under the influence. “Control” doesn’t
necessarily mean sitting behind the wheel with the keys in the ignition. It could be
sleeping in the backseat with the keys in your pocket. “Motor vehicle” means any
motor vehicle: The lawnmower, the snowmobile, the boat, or the one-ton pickup.
Minnesota law also includes private property, so technically, according to the law,
if you’ve had a few too many beers while you’re cutting your lawn on your John
Deere riding lawnmower on a Sunday afternoon, you could be arrested.
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Home for the Holidays
Campaign a success
Local bars/restaurants provide free nonalcoholic beverages to “Designated Drivers”
It’s a frightening fact: Scott County
currently ranks 11th out of 87 counties
in Minnesota for alcohol-related fatalities. To help lower this deadly ranking,
from December 19 through January 2,
the Scott County Safe Communities
Coalition once again sponsored the annual Home for the Holidays Designated
Driver Program. This year proved to
be very successful, with thirty-six bars
and restaurants within the County participating. (This program has been incrementally expanded over the last three
years, and New Prague and Elko New
Market area vendors will be added to the
campaign next year.) The goal of the
campaign was to promote awareness of
the dangers of driving while impaired
and to encourage people to utilize a designated driver if they choose to drink.
The Safety Communities Coalition
would like to thank the following establishments in Shakopee, Savage, and
Prior Lake, Jordan, and Belle Plaine for
providing free non-alcoholic beverages
to customers who identified themselves
as designated drivers during the campaign:
z Shakopee:
Applebees,
Arizona’s, Arnie’s Friendly Folks Club,
Babe’s Place, Louisville Lanes,
Marystown Bar, Pablos Mexican Restaurant, Pullman Club, Shakopee American Legion, Shakopee Eagles Club
#4120, Stonebrook Golf Course, Turtles
z Savage: American Legion Dan
Patch Post #643, Buffalo Tap & Grill,
Buffalo Wild Wings, Spectators Grille
& Bar, Tin Shed Tavern
z Prior Lake: Captain Jack’s,
Extra Innings Saloon, Hollywood Bar &
Grill, Lakehouse Grill, O’Malley’s On

Main, Prior Lake VFW #6208, The
Wilds Golf Course, T.J. Hooligan’s
z Belle Plaine: Andy’s Bar, Borough Bowl, Johan’s Bar, Neil’s Pub, Red
Door, Sparetime Tavern,
z Jordan: Brewer’s Bar, Jack’s
Bar, Moola’s Bar, O.K. Corral, Ridges
at Sand Creek
If you get a chance, please thank
these businesses for helping to ensure
that their customers arrived home safely
for the holidays and helping our County
work toward the goal of zero alcohol
related deaths.
The Scott County Safe Communities Coalition is coordinated by Scott
County Public Health and is funded by
a grant from the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety- Office of Traffic
Safety. The following agencies and
groups have partnered with Public
Health: Scott County Medical Director;
Scott County Sheriff’s office; Shakopee,
Savage, Prior Lake, Jordan, Belle Plaine,
and New Prague Police departments and
school districts; Minnesota State Patrol;
Scott County Highway Department;
Scott County Transit; Belle Plaine Ambulance; St. Francis Regional Medical
Center; Queen of Peace Hospital; University of Minnesota Extension Service;
MADD; AAA Minnesota/Iowa; and a
number of faith communities.
The primary goal of the coalition is
to increase awareness and knowledge of
Scott County residents regarding the
consequences of drinking and driving,
providing alcohol to minors, distracted
driving, speeding, and seat belt/passenger safety use. For more information or
to join the Coalition, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555.

Foodborne illness is a
major health issue today
Each year, millions of cases of illness and thousands of deaths in the
United States are traced to foodborne
illness caused by the consumption of
contaminated food. The economic cost
of this disease is staggering, with an estimated $420 million spent on direct
medical costs and $7.3 billion attributed
to lost productivity annually. And illnesses from pathogenic microorganisms
appear to be increasing each year.
Americans demand many things
from their food supply. They want variety and quality, and they expect nutritious, safe foods at a reasonable cost.
However, the definition of “quality” can
vary from person to person. Some of the
important characteristics of quality include wholesomeness, freshness, nutritional value, texture, color, aroma, and
flavor. To most consumers, safe food
means that there will be no danger from
pathogenic microorganisms, naturally
occurring toxins, or other potentially
harmful chemicals.
Most scientists agree that microorganisms pose a greater threat to human
health than other sources of foodborne
illnesses. Foods don’t cause illness by
themselves -- bacteria and other pathogens do. How those foods have been
handled may have a great deal to do with
whether they cause any problems or not.
Raw foods of animal origin -- meat,

poultry, eggs, fish, and shellfish -- can
easily become contaminated with bacteria that are common in the food chain.
In some cases, healthy food handlers
may contaminate food with bacteria that
are common in the human body; in other
cases, diseased food handlers may contaminate food with less common pathogens. Whether raw foods are contaminated before the time of purchase, or
whether purchased foods are contaminated by the food handlers themselves,
over time that mishandling can allow
bacteria to survive, reproduce, or — in
some cases – create a toxin in food or
the human body.
In recent months, several outbreaks
of foodborne illness and deaths associated with commercial food establishments have created an increased public
awareness of this issue. As a result, consumers have a heightened concern for
the safety of commercially prepared
foods. Conversely, commercial
foodservice establishments have a
heightened awareness of their role in
providing safe food to their customers.
The food and beverage industry ranks
fourth in size among all the industries
of the United States. Americans spend
an astounding $145 billion each year for
food and beverages. Presently, 85 percent of Americans consume at least one
FOODBORNE ILLNESS to Page 16
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

The leg bone’s connected
to the knee bone…
Previously, I have discussed different types of disabilities and how to ascertain
whether or not they could be deemed “service connected.” However, there is another way to get service connection for disabilities that are not directly related to
the military. These disabilities are known as “secondary issues.”
Secondary issues are disabilities that come about from other issues. In the case
of VA compensation, if a service connected disability leads to a connected (but
separate) disability, we have the ability to get that issue service connected as well.
Let me give you a couple of examples:
A veteran had injured his knee while on active duty and developed a chronic
knee condition. After leaving the military the veteran applied for, and received, a
service connected disability rating of 20 percent. A few years later, the veteran
started having severe hip and back problems on the same side as the knee injury.
He also developed a problem with the opposite knee, even though he had not
injured that knee. The veteran met with his doctor and his doctor told him that
these issues were related to his original knee injury because his gait was altered
and he was favoring the bad knee by causing unusual stain and wear on these other
areas. After getting a letter from his doctor giving a diagnosis of the other issues
and an opinion that they are related to the service connected knee disability, we
were able to get service connection for the other disabilities.
A Vietnam veteran received a service connected rating for Type II diabetes due
to his exposure to Agent Orange herbicide. Some time later, he developed several
other disabilities such as hypertension, peripheral neuropathy, and kidney failure.
The veteran’s doctor determined that these issues were related to the veteran’s
service connected diabetes. After obtaining from his doctor the diagnosis of these
other disabilities and an opinion letter stating that they were related to the veteran’s
diabetes, we were able to get service connection for the secondary issues.
It is important to keep your doctor informed about your service connected
disabilities. This will allow the doctor to make a determination as to whether or not
any new conditions could be secondary to your service connected disabilities.
Please call our office at (952) 496-8176 for further information.

Local horse short
courses being offered
March 24 and 31
The University of Minnesota Extension Service in Carver, Hennepin, and
Scott Counties are working together to
provide two local learning opportunities
for horse owners and enthusiasts. The
cost for one course is $20, and $30 to
attend both workshops. Each participant
will receive lunch and materials.
The first short course will be held
March 24 at 10 a.m. at the New Prague
KC Hall. Topics to be covered include:
experiences of a farrier, important exams for your horse, horse behaviors, and
site planning for small acreages.
The second short course will be on
March 31 at the Independence City Hall.
Topics to be covered include: pasture
plant identification, possums, new technologies, and dentistry for horses.

If you would like to receive an informational brochure about these
courses please call the Scott County
Extension office at (952) 492-5410.
Pre-registration is preferred for these
short courses to ensure a high quality
experience for all participants. Please
call the Hennepin County Extension office at (612) 596-2110 for pre-register
for these courses.

Statewide Horse Owner
Education Days scheduled
The University of Minnesota is offering five regional horse owner education programs throughout Minnesota in
2007, beginning this month. Each program offers unbiased, researched-based
information and knowledgeable speakers identified specifically for that region
by a committee of local horse experts
and enthusiasts. Speakers for these programs include University of Minnesota
faculty and staff as well as local veterinarians and horse professionals.
Pre-registration is required for all
programs and registration is limited.
The cost to attend each program is $35
per person, which includes lunch and
printed materials. (Lunch and printed

materials are also sponsored by Nutrena,
the Minnesota Board of Animal Health,
and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.)
Please contact Kristi at (888) 2410719 or via e-mail at marti987@
umn.edu if you have additional questions or to register by mail. In case of
inclement weather, call (888) 241-0719.
These programs are recommended for
ages 13 and up. Programs are held on
Saturdays and begin at 10 a.m. (registration at 9:30 a.m.) and end at 3 p.m.
For on-line registration, please go to
www.cvm.umn.edu/outreach/events/
horseowner.html.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Erosion/sediment control
workshops to be offered
Erosion and Sediment Control
(ESC) on construction sites is a critical
element of construction site management. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) estimates that 20 to150
tons of soil per acre is lost every year
due to runoff from construction sites.
Sediment runoff from construction is a
pollutant that causes serious water quality problems for our wetlands, lakes, and
streams, which depend on a source of
good, clean water to remain healthy. Not
only is sediment itself a pollutant, but
the nutrients, metals, and chemicals carried along with the sediment are also
pollutants. Construction site erosion and
sediment control best management practices (BMP) implemented during construction can decrease the sediment yield
from a construction site by more than
80 percent if implemented correctly.
To protect our natural resources,
Scott County ordinance requires that a
construction permit be issued before a
project begins. If you live in an unincorporated area of the County and are
planning to build a home or accessory
building, do land clearing, grading or
bring fill materials onto your property,
you need to contact Scott County Community Development at (952) 496-8475
to apply for a permit. If you reside
within a city, check with your respective city offices to determine if a permit
is required for your proposed project.
To learn more about the effects of
sediment on receiving waters, and the
new Scott County erosion/sediment control requirements on construction sites,
the Scott County Natural Resources
Department — in cooperation with the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District — is pleased to announce the continuation of the highly successful Erosion and Sediment Control Informational Workshops. If you have attended
these workshops in the past, you are encouraged to attend again for updated
requirements for the upcoming construction season. The workshops will be held
at 1 p.m. in the Shakopee Government
Center Room 112 on every other
Wednesday, starting February 14, 2007.

No pre-registration is needed and walkins are welcome. The informal workshops are geared to answer questions and
provide helpful erosion and sediment
control information to homeowners,
contractors, builders, and others involved in land disturbances to get their
projects off to a great start. All who attend will have their organization or
company name published in the Scott
County SCENE to show our appreciation of your attendance and concern
for the environment. Call (952) 4968475 for additional information.
Scott County and SWCD thank all
the people who helped to make the 2006
workshops so successful. The following organizations and/or companies have
demonstrated their proactive approach
in learning the local and state requirements, and preserving our water resources for future generations:
City of Belle Plaine;
Creative Landscape & Constr. Services;
City of Prior Lake; Laurent Builders Inc.;
City of Savage; Louisville Township;
City of Shakopee; Tom Martin;
Cuddigan Custom Builders;
Mittelsteadt Brothers;
Deutsch Construction;
Municipal Inspections;
Donnelly Underground; MPCA;
Ernst Construction;
Northland Buildings;
Erosion Protection & Repair;
Pautz Construction Services;
Farm Development Co. LLC;
Priebe Land Development;
James Michael Construction ;
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
J.B. Woodfitters; Progress Land Company;
JRS Develoment;
Ron Clark Construction;
K.A. Witt Construction; Scott County;
Koestering/Schumacher Homes;
Scott SWCD; Chuck Schmidt;
Sienna Corporation;
Lecy Brothers Homes;
Tradition Development; Lisa Larson;
Wensmann Homes; Lakes Enterprises;
Wooddale Builders; Lakes Erosion.

Preventitive measures help control erosion and sediment runoff.

Corn stoves

From Page 12

Furthermore, the layout of a home will
determine whether a stand-alone corn
stove will heat the entire home evenly.
If your home has many hallways and
rooms, and if the stove is in a non-central room in the home, heating evenly
may be a challenge. In that case, a corn
stove could be used as supplemental
heat. Certainly, the cost of the appliance is a major factor as well, running
from about $2,000 to $3,500.
The price of corn must also be taken
into account. Minnesota produced about
1.19 billion bushels of corn in 2005. Of
this, about 12 percent goes to producing ethanol. Some projections show that
this number may reach about 17 percent
by 2012. As with any supply-and-demand situation, if a greater demand for

ethanol translates to a greater demand
for corn, the price of corn could be expected to rise as well. (Recent figures
appear to bear this out: Although the
price of corn has always fluctuated, it is
up about 40 percent in the last few
months.) However, a well-insulated,
2000-square-foot home could be heated
with about 160 bushels of corn in one
heating season. At current corn prices,
this would cost approximately $600 per
heating season. Similarly, at current
prices, electric heat will cost you about
$2,100, and natural gas about $1,200 per
heating season.
If you decide to invest in this type
of heating, be sure to consult with your
local unit of government, as a permit
may be required. Happy heating!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Early Transportation: Ox Cart Trails in Scott County
When Minnesota was a territory,
there were no roads — just rivers and
trails across the prairies. When the first
settlers arrived, their wagons and carts
often broke down, usually due to the
rough terrain. Repairs could be difficult and very expensive since they usually required the use of nails or metal
parts. However, a cart first made in the
Red River area of Manitoba solved the
breakage and repair problems and came
into heavy use from the 1820s to the
1860s. These “Red River carts” were
one-of-a-kind: “A simple light box with
a pair of shafts, mounted on an axle connecting two enormous wheels.”1
It is believed the first Red River carts
were created by the Métis people (descendents of early white fur traders and
native Cree or Ojibwe women). They
used these two wheel carts to carry meat
and pemmican (concentrated food consisting of dried pulverized meat) from
buffalo hunts in eastern North Dakota,
and to haul trade goods and furs from
St. Paul to Winnipeg.2 A horse pulled
cart could carry about 500 pounds and
travel 50 miles a day. More desirable
were the oxen carts, because they could
pull 1,000 pounds and travel 20 miles a
day. Ox carts were used only in the summer months because the oxen had to
subsist on native grasses.
The carts themselves were simple in
design and made entirely of wood, costing about $15 to construct. Because
nails were either unavailable or extremely expensive, these carts were a
cheap and sturdy way to haul freight (and
families). A great plus was that they
could easily be repaired with wood that
was handy along the route. Also, no
grease or lubricants could be used on the
hubs – as such, they squeaked something
terrible. If they used grease or lubricants,
the trail dust would mix with it and work
like sandpaper to destroy the hubs.
The carts had two large, dish-shaped
wheels (five feet in diameter), which
made the cart hard to tip over and gave
it plenty of ground clearance. The wheel
rims were about three inches wide and
helped to keep the cart from sinking into

earliest trail – the Minnesota Valley Trail
— was also the first trail to be abandoned
in favor of the Sauk River, where the
Great Northern Railroad was later located.9
The Red River carts were making
their journey to St. Paul and Mendota
from the 1820s, and in the 1850s the
number of ox cart caravans peaked. By
1850, roads good enough for wagons
pulled by horses were being constructed.
Many of these roads followed the ox cart
trails built in the early 1820s. In fact,
Highway 13 to Mendota follows the
Minnesota Valley (Traverse des Sioux)
ox cart trail very closely. Portions of
Highways 169 and 101 also follow the
same trail.
prairie, mud, or marsh. The dish shape
of the wheels also helped with buoyancy.
If a stream or river had to be crossed,
the wheels could be removed and
strapped together to help float the cart
box across.3
The axle was the most likely part to
fail since it supported the weight of the
cart and the load. Again, since every
part was made of wood, it was easily
repaired, and sometimes spare axles
were carried along. Two shafts, attached
to the axle, would be strapped to the ox
with the use of a harness, usually made
of buffalo leather. A common myth
“…suggests that wheel rims were sometimes wrapped round and round with
long strips of wet rawhide to bind the
wheels together and create a sort of tire.
No original carts were ever fitted in this
way.”4
Carts moved single file, caravan
style, with a single driver controlling five
or six carts strung out behind him. Each
ox would be tied to the cart ahead. Drivers were called “boisbrule,” and were of
the same ancestry as the Métis people.5
Many of these ox cart caravans could
be over a mile long. Cart caravans carried furs from the north to trading posts
in the south, and trade goods on the return journey.
At this point, you’re probably wondering, “What do ox carts have to do

with Scott County?” Well, ox cart trails
generally ran along rivers where water,
wood, and food were abundant. There
were three major ox cart trails; the earliest was the Minnesota Valley Trail (also
called the Traverse des Sioux), which
followed the Minnesota River on both
banks. This trail passed through
Shakopee and Pond’s mission. The ox
cart caravans then camped on land near
Murphy’s Ferry. In 1856, the Minnesota Territorial Legislature passed a law
granting Richard Murphy the exclusive
rights to operate a ferry across the Minnesota River at a point known as
Murphy’s Ferry, now known as
Murphy’s Landing. Julius A. Coller
II wrote, “The squeeling [sic] of the
wheels could be heard in Shakopee before the carts crossed Murphy’s Ferry
over a mile away. 6 They could be
smelled almost that far away too.”7
The ox cart caravans usually crossed
at the ferry and followed the north bank
trail into Fort Snelling (also called the
Lac qui Parle to Red River Trail). The
south bank trail (also called the Fort
Garry or Fort Abercrombie to Mendota
Trail) led through Black Dog’s Village
to Mendota.
The other two major trails were the
Woods Trail, from Fort Snelling north
to the village of Crow Wing, and the
Middle Trail, which connected to the
Mississippi River near St. Cloud.8 The

The Scott County Historical Society – Where History is FUN!
Searching, Saving and Sharing the History and Cultural Heritage of Scott County
Engaging Exhibits, Hands-on Activities, Exciting Events, and More!
February:
15h – All Things Minnesota Book Club, 1 p.m.
or 6:30 p.m.
22nd – Scott County Crazy Quilters meeting
March:
8th - Etiquette – Schm-Etiquette, Who Cares?
Jordan Community Education presentation, 6:30 8 p.m., call (952) 492-6211
15h – All Things Minnesota Book Club, 1 p.m.
or 6:30 p.m.
20th - Etiquette – Schm-Etiquette, Who Cares?
Burnsville Community Education presentation,
6:30 – 8 p.m. (952) 707-4110
April:
12th - Etiquette – Schm-Etiquette, Who Cares?
Shakopee Community Education presentation,
6:30 – 8 p.m., (952) 496-5029
19th – All Things Minnesota Book Club, 1 p.m.
or 6:30 p.m.
21st – Etiquette – Schm-Etiquette, Who Cares?
New Prague Community Education presentation,
9:30 – 11:30 a.m., (952) 758-1733
26th – Scott County Crazy Quilters meeting

May:
3rd - Etiquette – Schm-Etiquette, Who Cares?
Burnsville Community Education presentation,
6:30 – 8 p.m., (952) 707-4110
12TH – MOTHER’S DAY TEA, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
or 2:30 to 4 p.m.
17th – All Things Minnesota Book Club, 1 p.m.
or 6:30 p.m.
24th - Scott County Crazy Quilters meeting
31ST - VALLEY CEMETERY WALKING TOUR, Shakopee
Community Education presentation by local
genealogist Betty Dols, noon – 1 p.m., (952) 4965029
June:
16TH – GARDEN TEA, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., or 2:30
to 4 p.m.
21ST – GARDEN TEA, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, events take place at the
Scott County Historical Society at 235 S. Fuller Street
in Shakopee. For more information, please call (952)
445-0378, e-mail to info@scottcountyhistory.org, or
visit www.scott countyhistory.org. There are fees
for some events, so please call ahead.

Gradually, by the 1860s, the ox carts
were replaced by the steamboat and
eventually the railway. By the turn of
the last Century, the ox carts were no
longer in use.
Now, if you drive Highways 13, 101
or 169, just think about the history under your wheels, and imagine hearing the
squeak of wood rubbing on wood — the
music of the ox cart caravans.
1 Buffalo Trails and Tales. http://
www.metisresourcecentre.mb.ca/history/
cart.htm
2 Clay County Historical Society, March/April
2000 Newsletter
3 Buffalo Trails and Tales. http://
www.metisresourcecentre.mb.ca/history/
cart.htm
4 Clay County Historical Society, March/April
2000 Newsletter
5 Lesson: Fur Trade in North Dakota http://
history.grand-forks.k12.nd.us/NDHistory/
Lesson.aspx?LessonID=371
6 Just imagine driving a train of these carts for
20 miles a day, 7 days a week for months on
end with an annoying squeak every step of the
way!
7 Ibid. p. 35.
8 Prairie Waters. http://
www.prairiewaters.com/attrractions/museums/
oxcarttrail.php3
9 Julius A Coller, II, The Shakopee Story,
North Star Pictures, Inc., Shakopee, MN 1960.
pp. 35-36.
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Local businesses help County rate high in recycling
In early January of each year, the
Scott County Environmental Health
Department contacts local businesses to
determine how much they recycled during the previous year. A form is sent
out, asking for recycling information
about paper products such as cardboard
and office paper, used oil and oil filters,
fluorescent lamps, and automobile batteries. Some businesses also report that
they recycle electronics and appliances
as well as various types of metals, glass,
and plastics.
This information is used to calculate the recycling rate for Scott County.
There is no obligation to submit information, but the past efforts of area businesses have helped Scott County become
a recycling leader in Minnesota! This
information is part of an annual report
the County submits to the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
called the “Governor’s Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment,”
otherwise known as the SCORE Report.
Minnesota’s statewide recycling efforts began in earnest in 1989, when the

Legislature adopted comprehensive legislation based on the recommendations
of the SCORE. The state provides funding from dedicated state tax revenue that
provides a stable funding source for recycling and waste reduction programs
(the County must provide at least a 25
percent match of state funds).
Funding from the SCORE program
can be used for a wide range of activities at the local level, including recycling, efforts to reduce waste (source
reduction), operate a household hazardous waste (HHW) facility, and educational programs. Each county is free to
use the tools that they feel are appropriate for their population and for the challenges of the local waste stream.
In 2005, the total amount of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected in
Scott County was 134,940 tons. The
amount of material recycled was 66,292
tons, which calculates to 49.1 percent
being recycled. With credits given by
the state for yard waste collection and
various County solid waste reduction
programs, the final recycling rate for

Scott County’s
recycling rate in
2005 was a
whopping 57.1
percent
Scott County in 2005 was 57.1 percent
-- the highest in the metro area!
So, because of the recycling by area
businesses, everyone in Scott County
benefits through funding which is then
used to further educate the public on
solid waste issues. Scott County Environmental Health would like to acknowledge all the following businesses that
submitted data on what they recycled
beyond what is normally recycled from
residential collections in 2005.
Thank you for your efforts!

ADC Telecommunications
J R’s Appliance Disposal, Inc.
Ashland Distribution
K-Mart Distribution Center
Associated Mechanical
Certified Appliance Recycling
Bor-Son Construction
Phillips & Temro Industries
Canterbury Park
The Material Handling Group
Certainteed Corporation
Seagate Technology
Chart, Inc.
Shakopee Valley Printing
Fremont Industries Inc.
Silgan Containers Corporation
Temple-Inland Paperboard &
Packaging, Inc.
Ziegler Inc., GTE
If your business would like to submit information about your recycling
activities, please contact Steve Steuber,
Scott County Environmental Health, at
(952) 496-8473.

Chemicals
From Page 6

study as evidence, proponents of
the bill are now hopeful that it will
be passed. “The collaborative
process accomplished so much
more than a report. Because TURI
worked with all impacted Massachusetts industries and other
stakeholders, we now have a solid
platform of research to create academic, industry, and community
partnerships in the pursuit of new
technological processes for Massachusetts manufacturers,” said
David Wawer, CEO of the Massachusetts Chemistry and Technology Alliance.
For a look at the full report,
go to www.co.scott.mn.us and
then click on “County Services,”
“Environmental,” and finally
“Hot Topics.”

Foodborne
illness
From Page 13

meal outside of the home during
an average two week period. In
short, the food and beverage industry has a lot vested in protecting its clientele.
Common food-handling mistakes include cross-contamination
(for example, allowing the juice
from uncooked meat to come in
contact with food that has either
already been cooked or will not
be cooked before being consumed), failure to maintain clean
hands or clean food preparation
areas, or maintaining improper
temperatures for cooking and/or
storage of foods. The temperature “danger zone” at which bacteria can multiply rapidly ranges
from 40 degrees to 140 degrees
Fahrenheit. Foods should not be
allowed to stay in this temperature zone for more than two hours
– either keep it cool, keep it hot,
or cool it quickly.
Watch for more information
on food safety in future editions
of the SCENE!

