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Scott County residents harvest wind
County amends permit process for non-commercial windmills

Kids train dogs
Youth in the Scott County Dog
Project work with their dogs on
showmanship, obedience, and
agility. A new series begins soon.
Page 9

Scott County residents Heidi Morlock and Hans
Peterson of Belle Plaine recently implemented an idea
that has been in use for centuries. Instead of using a
windmill to pump water, which traditional windmills
have done across the country, they decided to generate
their own electricity. Specifically, they constructed a
tower 110 feet high, with a Jacobs Wind Energy system
turbine on the top and a blade length of about 15 feet.
Wind Turbine Industries is a local company from Prior
Lake that manufactures the turbines that are shipped all
over the U.S. and Canada.
“What they actually are, are alternators,” said Heidi.
“Similar to your alternator in your car engine, they generate electricity.”
Their particular model is a 20 Kw rating, which is
enough to power about two to three average homes, or a
small farm. In Minnesota, if you generate more electricity than you use in a month, your utility company
must pay you the average retail rate for the excess electricity. In Heidi and Hans’ case, they calculated that

It’s all about weather
County residents endured blizzards,
floods, droughts, and a locust plague
over the years.
Page 15

The Morlock/Peterson windmill stands at least 30
feet above anything within a 500-foot radius to avoid
wind turbulence caused by nearby structures.

Check it out!
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Questions answered about code
enforcement in Scott County
Page 7

Heidi Morlock checks the electrical meter to see how
much electricity the windmill is generating.

they’ve generated about 12,000 kilowatt hours in a year’s
time, and used about half of that in their home. The
balance is sold to their local electric provider via an electrical connection that is hooked up to the “grid.”
With wind power, turbine height is everything: The
greater height of the tower, the greater the wind speed.
To optimize the wind velocity, hub height of their wind
turbine is positioned 30 feet above anything within a
500-foot radius to avoid wind turbulence. The speed of
the wind has the greatest impact on power generation;
of course, wind speed varies and sometimes does not
blow at all, in which case the turbine stops and produces
no electricity. However, whenever the wind is blowing,
electricity is being produced.
When asked why they installed this type of system,
Heidi replied, “We want to reduce our carbon footprint,
at the same time provide a financial reward.” She also
values local power which is not derived from fossil fuels. Through this, they have become more aware of their
WINDMILL to back page

Beckius saw lots of changes in
31-year career with Scott SWCD
Pete Beckius of Jordan joined
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan in 1978, when
Scott County was primarily rural.
Today, as one of the fastest growing
counties in the nation, he has seen
many conservation efforts take place
to protect and preserve land and water resources here. After more than
31 years, he decided to retire effective December 31, 2009. The Jordan
native was the overseer of thousands
of conservation projects over the
span of more than three decades,
serving as District Manager for more
than 17 of those years. In 2007,
Beckius was recognized for his contributions as Outstanding SWCD
Employee of the Year in Minnesota.
“Being a successful SWCD
manager takes competence, and Pete
had that in spades,” said Ewald
Gruetzmacher, Scott SWCD Board
of Supervisors Chairman. “It also
takes collaboration with other local
organizations, and Pete’s tremendous working relationships with
partner organizations have led to
many innovative projects that protect and improve water quality in
Scott County.”

Pete Beckius (front, center) was recognized for his 31 years of service
with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District. Behind him are
(left to right) Scott SWCD Board of Supervisors Jim Fitzsimmons, Jim
Schwingler, Paul Krueger, Chair Ewald Gruetzmacher, and Linda Brown.

Beckius was the “point man” in
establishing a multi-tiered network of
local, county, state, and federal partnerships, including Scott County,
several local watershed management
organizations and watershed districts,
the Metropolitan Council, Pheasants
Forever, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and several other agencies.
He was also the “go-to person” when
anyone had questions regarding wetlands and the Wetland Conservation

Act (WCA). His goals were always
clear — protecting wetlands and water quality, attempting to avoid the
draining or filling of wetlands, and
mitigating for unavoidable wetland
impacts by providing replacement
wetlands.
“Pete’s leadership established
respect and confidence with those he
worked with, delivering natural resources and water quality manageBECKIUS RETIREMENT to page 10

Page 2 Scott County SCENE February/March 2010

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Solving problems takes political courage
A recent headline in the Star Tribune read: “Legislators face session fraught
with peril.” In the article that followed, the writer compared the pending 2010
session to “defusing a bomb” as he laid out the potential political pitfalls in dealing
with the difficulties facing Minnesota and much of the nation. I found the article
both interesting and disturbing in that the focus did not seem to be on the problems
that need to be resolved as much as the burden legislators will face in trying to
resolve these issues with good policy choices while also making effective political
choices. In reading the story, I could not help but wonder which, in the mind of
some state elected officials, is more important.
From my perspective, it is disheartening that good politics and policy don’t
seem to be mutually achievable; in large part, this is as much our fault as it is our
elected representatives. Depending upon our personal perspectives (liberal, conservative, or middle-of-the-road), we seem to vote for people who tell us what we
want to hear – not what we really need to hear. The end result is that we are
consistently failing to face our problems and deal with them, no matter how bitter
the medicine. As I see it, we have collectively dug ourselves a tremendous hole by
allowing politicians to preach and pander to us – while they refuse to work cooperatively across party lines to find common ground and move us forward.
There may be no time in our history where we have had to deal with the multiplicity of issues we are currently facing. On a national level, the un- and underemployment rate is hovering just above 17 percent, and nearly half the unemployed have been so for more than seven months. Further, we continue to grapple
with a stagnant economy, many homeowners have mortgages that exceed the value
of their homes, and — with overall debt still at record highs — it is extremely
unlikely that we can or should re-fuel our economy with added consumer debt. To
make matters even worse, every level of government… federal, state, local, and
school districts… is also struggling. The federal government is raking up record
deficits which will eventually need to be repaid. The state is borrowing from
struggling schools simply to keep the lights on. And our local governments (cities
and counties, along with our schools) are being pressed to find ways to meet increasing demands with dwindling resources. So how do we get back on track and
go about righting our ship?
First, we need to remember that — despite our problems — we live in the
greatest country on earth. In addition to our freedoms, our military strength, our
vast lands and natural resources, the United States has the largest and most technologically powerful economy in the world. With a gross domestic product of more
than $14 trillion (over $46,000 per capita), our market-oriented economy remains
a global powerhouse.
Second, we need to remain true and committed to the very principles and
values that made this nation and this state so wonderful: freedom, family values,
hard work, accountability, compassion, and a sense of community.
Third, we must set aside our personal philosophies and our desire to have it all
our way and recognize that we have some bitter pills to swallow and get on with
that process. Whether we begin seriously considering government consolidation,
raising revenues (yes) in the form of taxes, allowing other creative revenue-raising
ideas, or some combination of these combined with spending reductions, at the
end of the day we must right the state’s fiscal ship — and simply cutting, borrowing, or employing some gimmick that kicks the can down the road simply won’t
suffice.
Fourth, we must make needed investments in our future through education. If
we intend to maintain our position as the most technologically powerful economy
in the world, we must invest in our universities and both encourage and reward
research and development. It is imperative that we reverse the general decline in
our K-12 education through proper funding combined with easing non-education
related mandates, longer school days (and years), more accountability for student
behavior, creative curricula, and more aggressive evaluation of teachers.
Last, we must reform how we fund health care. We must fund ongoing, preventative health care for the poorest and sickest within our society — perhaps by
extending Medicaid to the uninsurable — and simply accept the costs. We need to
reduce waste by getting serious and vigorously going after those who defraud
Medicare and Medicaid, and we should eliminate the barriers to affordable insurance for young people by allowing insurance companies to compete nationally and
to offer policies tailored to the needs of the person being insured.
None of what I’ve suggested here would be easy or painless, and these initiatives might not get anyone re-elected, but they could and would go a long way
towards curing what ails us. While some would opine that much of what I suggest
would be “job and business killers,” the simple truth is that uncertainty about the
rules, costs, and direction of government policies, combined with continued excessive health care costs, are the true business and job killers. Once business
understands the direction, knows the costs, and sees effective and stable government, they will get the economy moving.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or
a suggestion for a future topic.
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February 23

County Board meetings through April 13, 2010
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting

March 2
March 9
March 16
March 23
March 30

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

April 6
April 13

__
__

County Board meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board Agendas,
Minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Human Services Resource Council. (6 vacancies) The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are six vacancies on the Council, with openings in each of the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the strategic plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers
and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission. (2 vacancies) There are two at-large position vacancy on this Commission. All members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budget and program priorities, implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan,
and associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven
members representing specific watershed areas.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy) Currently there is a
vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 3. The mission of the CDA is to
strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and moderate income families, promote economic development,
and fostering coordination of public and private resouces. Meets the second Tuesday of each month.

New County Board officer elected
On January 5, the Scott County Board of Commissioners officially
reorganized for 2010, electing Commissioner Barbara Marschall (District 4 - Prior Lake, and Precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12 in Shakopee) as Chair and
Commissioner Jon Ulrich (District 5 -- Savage, except Precincts 6 and 8) as
Vice Chair. Pictured (left to right) are Commissioner Tom Wolf (District 2 -Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships, the City
of Elko New Market, and Precincts 6 amd 8 in Savage), Ulrich, Marschall,
Commissioner Jerry Hennen (District 3 -- Precincts 1-6, 8 and 10 in Shakopee)
and Commissioner Joe Wagner (District 1 -- Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence,
Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships, and the Cities of
Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County).
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SmartLink is on the move
The new year brought a lot of new things to Scott
County Transit, now officially known as SmartLink
Transit. SmartLink is still providing the same great
service, and you will talk to the same great customer
service reps, but the phones will be answered differently. Now, when you call to set up transportation,
your customer service rep will answer the phone as
SmartLink Transit. The name reflects the highly successful merger between Scott and Carver Counties that
was started in 2009.
The next change comes with fares, which are
now based on mileage:
• If you are travelling up to 10 miles, your fare
would be $2.25
• If you are travelling between 10 and 20 miles,
your fare would be $4.50
• If you are travelling 20 or more miles, your
fare would be $6.75
These fares are mandated by the Metropolitan
Council, and many clients are seeing a savings in their
fares. For example, if you went from a Prior Lake

address to the Rainbow in Savage, you were paying a
rate of $3.50 (for seniors) or $4.00. Now, you will
pay $2.25.
In February, there was a new addition to
SmartLink’s service. As of February 3, if you are receiving Medical Assistance, you may be eligible for
transportation to medically-related appointments. If
you are going to the doctor, therapy, et cetera, and have
a Medical Assistance identification number, you can
call our customer service number and make arrangements to be reimbursed for your miles, a friend’s miles,
or catch one of our buses to your appointment. For
more information on this, call (952) 496-8341.
SmartLink Transit keeps moving down the road
and looking for ways to improve service and increase
ridership. Rides are based on availability, so call for
your transportation needs early!

Energy Assistance Program aids
low-income homeowners, renters
The CAP Agency of Scott, Carver, and Dakota
Counties administers the local Energy Assistance Program (EAP). This program helps residents of these
counties pay residential heating bills. Residents may
be renters or homeowners, but must meet income-eligibility guidelines. The guidelines for 2009-2010 are:
Household Size
Maximum Gross Income
for Three Months
1 person
$5,423
2 people
$7,092
3 people
$8,761
4 people
$10,430
5 people
$12,099
6 people
$13,768
For each additional household member, add
$1,028 to the three month income.
Proof of income is required to be submitted with
the application. The funding year runs until May
31, 2010, but funding is not guaranteed to last the
entire funding year. Once approved, a grant amount
is determined and the CAP Agency coordinates pay-

ments directly to various energy providers which results in a credit being applied to the recipient’s energy
bill.
Applications are available from the CAP Agency’s
Rosemount office or online at www.capagency.org.
For more information regarding the program or for
assistance with completing an application, please call
(651) 322-3500.
In addition to the Energy Assistance Program, residents are reminded that they may be eligible to receive protection under Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule.
The Cold Weather Rule payment plan is in effect
for October 15-April 15. If your household income
is at or below 50 percent of the state median income
(shown in the chart), you are not required to pay more
than 10 percent of your monthly income. If your household income is more than 50 percent of the state median income, you may still qualify for a payment plan
with your utility. The Cold Weather Rule does not
apply to delivered fuels, such as propane, fuel oil, or
wood. Residents having difficulty paying their heating bills should contact their local utility provider to
discuss details of the Cold Weather Rule.

Tips offered for finding reliable,
free tax preparers, avoiding loans
More than half of all taxpayers pay a preparer to
file their tax return. Before using a commercial tax
preparer, find out if there is a Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site nearby that can help you prepare your taxes for free.
♦ Commercial tax preparers charge an average
of $100 to prepare a return claiming the Earned Income Credit (EIC). You may pay as much as $100
more if you get a Refund Anticipation Loan (RAL).
♦ Sometimes RALs are advertised as “fast cash”
or a “quick tax refund.” RALs are loans with extremely
high interest rates. If there is an error on the return
and IRS doesn’t send the refund, you will be stuck
having to repay the loan.
♦ RALs are sometimes promoted through car
dealerships, furniture outlets, or jewelry stores that offer
to prepare your taxes and try to convince you to use
refund loans for in-store purchases.
♦ RALs provide a fast cash loan (one to two
days) on your tax refund, but having the IRS refund
deposited direction into a bank account takes seven to
12 days. Is it worth paying $200 or more?
If you earn under roughly $29,000, you can get
free tax filing help through the IRS-sponsored VITA
or Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) programs.
Both programs can provide fast electronic tax filing.
Community volunteers receive IRS-approved training
to assist individuals with tax returns. Some VITA sites
can help you open a bank account if you don’t have
one. Call 1-800-906-9887 to find the nearest VITA
location and its days and hours of operation.
Guidelines for Choosing a Tax Preparer
If you can’t find a VITA site or choose to go to a

commercial tax preparer, be sure to do the following:
1. Select a tax preparer that you can contact
later in case the IRS has questions about your return.
2. Check out the tax preparer’s reputation
with others in the community. You can also research
the tax preparer with your local Better Business Bureau (www.bbb.org) .
3. Ask about fees to have your taxes prepared
before scheduling an appointment. Be sure to ask if
there are any fees for additional schedules or forms,
like the Schedule for the Earned Income Credit.
4. Do not leave originals of documents with a
tax preparer if he or she needs to work on your tax
return when you are not present.
5. Avoid a tax preparer who suggest you lie or
make up information. You will be held responsible
for errors, not the preparer.
6. Do not sign a blank tax return or a return
completed in pencil. Sign a tax return in pen, only
after you’ve reviewed it. Check names, addresses,
Social Security numbers, and wage information. Ask
questions to understand the reason for any refund you
get or taxes that you owe.
7. Check that the tax preparer signs the tax
return in pen. The preparer’s signature, address, and
Employer Identification Number (EIN) or Social Security Number are required on the tax return.
8. Request a copy of your completed tax return. Write down the preparer’s phone number to call
if you have additional questions about your tax return
later.

Judy and Jesse Theis (at left) were presented with
an award by The Farmer editor Paula Mohr (right)
for their selection as finalists in Minnnesota’s 2009
Outstanding Conservationist of the Year program.
The Theis family farms in rural Belle Plaine

Jesse Theis family
among state’s top
conservationists
Judy and Jesse Theis of Belle Plaine were among
the top eight families chosen for their conservation
efforts in Minnesota. The Theis family, Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s selection for Outstanding Conservationist of the Year, was honored by The
Farmer editor Paula Mohr (right) and the Minnesota
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(MASWCD).
Judy, Jesse, and their sons Jake and Zach farm
in Blakeley Township, a family with local roots back
to the mid-1800s. They believe in healing and enhancing the natural landscape with wildlife windbreaks,
seedling/native plantings, ravine repair, nutrient management, feedlot runoff control, filters, crop rotations,
soil test plots, and wetland enhancements. This Scott
County family has worked closely with Scott County
and the Scott SWCD staff on funding opportunities,
engineering strategies, and other conservation measures
through the years.

2009 ag income tax
update for farm
families now available
For tax years 2009 and 2010, there are a number
changes that have resulted from the passage of federal
tax laws. These changes can dramatically affect farm
families, their farm businesses, and the management
of their tax planning.
Section 179 depreciation and bonus depreciation
have been extended for the 2009 and 2010 tax years.
One challenge here is that the state of Minnesota has
not adopted the federal Section 179 and bonus depreciation provisions, so additional planning is needed.
New for 2009 is a mandatory five-year recovery of
depreciation on all new farm machinery placed into
service in 2009. This provision replaces the seven-year
recovery period for new machinery, but still applies to
used machinery.
Other farm business tax changes involve wind
generator tax issues, income averaging for farmers, net
operating loss carry-back calculations, dairy herd retirement program payment issues, and changes to how
commodity futures and options contract proceeds are
calculated for tax purposes. Tax rates, deduction
amounts, and phase-out amounts have changed for
2009 and 2010 as well.
In addition to farm business tax changes, there have
been several individual and family tax law changes as
well. Some of those include new rules regarding the
“Kiddie Tax,” first-time home buyer rules, new car
deduction, “Cash for Clunkers” tax calculations, and
some changes to retirement and learning tax credits.
If farm families have questions regarding any of
the ag tax law changes, they can get a free copy of the
publication titled “Ag Income Tax Update for Farm
Families” from University of Minnesota Extension’s
Agricultural Business Management website at
www.extension.umn.edu/AgBusinessManagement.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Be aware of the risks:
Accidental carbon monoxide poisoning
As we prepare for snow emergencies, we need to also consider other wintertime preparedness such as carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. Even though we
know that CO poisoning can happen any time during the year, a new report from
the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) indicates that accidental CO poisoning peaks during the wintertime. In a report from the MDH, Minnesota Environmental Public Health Tracking: Carbon Monoxide Dates and Measures 20002007, trends in unintentional CO exposure and poisoning in Minnesota are identified. (The new carbon monoxide report is available at www.health.state.mn.us/
tracking/.)
During the winter months, a faulty furnace, improperly maintained or operated fuel-burning (such as non-electric) space heaters, and power generators can
cause CO poisoning. These incidents are reported to happen more frequently in
outstate residents than among metro region residents.
Because CO is an odorless, tasteless, and colorless gas, unintentional poisoning is a very serious emergency. Between 2003-2007, unintentional CO poisonings caused 61 deaths, 175 hospitalizations, and 1,261 emergency department visits in Minnesota. (These statistics are not fire-related CO poisonings; however,
these rates are even higher when fire-related incidents are included, such as residential fires.)
Why is this CO poisoning a public health concern? Unintentional CO poisoning is a preventable incident if the right precautions are taken. The Center for
Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) has outlined prevention guidance for unintentional CO poisoning (www.cdc.gov , also in several languages):
Prevention Guidelines
You can prevent carbon monoxide exposure:
• Do have your heating system, water heater, and any other gas, oil, or coal
burning appliances serviced by a qualified technician every year.
• Do install a battery-operated CO detector in your home, and check or
replace the battery when you change the time on your clocks each spring and fall.
If the detector sounds, leave your home immediately and call 911.
• Do seek prompt medical attention if you suspect CO poisoning and are
feeling dizzy, light-headed, or nauseous.
• Don’t use a generator, charcoal grill, camp stove, or other gasoline or
charcoal-burning device inside your home, basement, or garage or near a window.
• Don’t run a car or truck inside a garage attached to your house, even if you
leave the door open.
• Don’t burn anything in a stove or fireplace that isn’t vented.
• Don’t heat your house with a gas oven.
__________________________________________________________
What are the symptoms of CO poisoning?
CDC cites that the most common symptoms of CO poisoning are headache,
dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, chest pain, and confusion. If an individual
is exposed to high levels of CO inhalation, he or she can experience a loss of
consciousness… and even death. CO poisoning can be difficult to diagnose because the symptoms mimic other illnesses, and people who are sleeping or intoxicated can die from CO poisoning before ever experiencing any symptoms at all.
Red blood cells pick up CO quicker than they pick up oxygen. If there is a lot
of CO in the air, the body may replace oxygen in blood with CO. This blocks
oxygen from getting into the body, which can damage tissues and result in death.
According to MDH, legislation is in place in hopes of curbing the numbers of
unintentional CO poisonings in Minnesota. A new Minnesota state law requiring
CO alarms in all single-family homes and multifamily apartments became fully
effective on August 1, 2009. In conjunction with this legislation, MDH is collecting telephone survey data on how many homes have CO alarms. This survey data,
along with future CO reports, may be helpful in measuring the effectiveness of the
new CO alarm legislation.
MDH further recommends the following:
• Install and maintain a CO alarm within ten feet of each room used for
sleeping – it’s Minnesota state law: www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/CO/CO.htm.
• Educate yourself and family members about the signs and symptoms of
CO poisoning, such as severe headache, dizziness, nausea, and drowsiness:
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/co/index.html.
• Never use a generator or fuel-powered tools inside the home, garage, in
enclosed areas, or near windows, doors, vents, and other openings.
Even though wintertime has higher incidents of unintentional CO poisoning,
there are year-round dangerous situations that can cause the same risk. Go to
ww.cdc.gov for additional facts regarding other potential situations of CO poisoning, such as boating incidents.
Being prepared and understanding the dangers can prevent unintentional CO
poisoning. Stay informed, and protect yourself and your family. For more information about CO poisonings or if you have a poison emergency, call the 24-hour
Minnesota Poison Control System at 1 (800) 222-2222.
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Talk to teens about alcohol
before spring break, events
Thoughts of spring are on everyone’s
mind. However, this time of year also
offers an array of opportunities for teens
to make choices that are potentially dangerous.
Spring break parties, trips, and
proms all pose situations where teens
need to make good decisions.
In some communities, even high
school teens take spring break trips —
sometimes with parents and sometimes
without. All the more disturbing is that
drinking is sometimes a focus of the trip
either way.
“After-parties” following a schoolsponsored prom often involve alcohol,
too. Parents often look the other way
when teens rent hotel rooms for these
post-prom parties. They justify that having a hotel room party will prevent teens
from drinking and driving. Warm
weather and end-of-school-year excitement also increase the likelihood of parties, including outdoor parties away from
parental supervision.
Alcohol use is a complex issue in
that it is influenced by cultural, family,
and community traditions. The fact that
it is legal for adults and illegal for those
under 21 further complicates how families deal with it. Alcohol use can have
unintended, harmful consequences.
Parents will want to think about what
messages they give to their teen if they
condone underage drinking. It tells teens
that it is okay to do something that is
illegal and against the rules of the school
and other places where they are involved. It says that people can’t have
fun without drinking.
Parents may find it difficult to bring
up the subject or set a no–use rule if they
made poor choices during high school
or drink socially today. So, how can
parents introduce the topic and talk to
teens about alcohol use?

1. First, make it a conversation
where you talk through rules and possible consequences together. Talk about
your concerns for their safety.
2. Teens need to hear that you love
them and are concerned, but move on to
how they can say no. Suggest they use
you, the parent, as their excuse.
3. Encourage them to think about
possible situations and have them practice saying no.
4. Encourage them to call you if
they find themselves in a situation they
can’t handle. Teens need to know they
have parents’ support.
The conversation about alcohol and
giving a clear no-use message isn’t easy,
but it is one of the responsibilities of
being a parent. For more information
on talking to your teens about alcohol,
tobacco, and drugs, contact Sara Wagner
at Scott County Extension Office at
(952) 492-5410.
Source: Colleen Gengler, University of Minnesota Extension

SD man recalls illness
caused by West Nile Virus
With spring on the horizon, it won’t
be long until the buzz of mosquitoes will
once again fill the air. We often hear
about the danger of West Nile Virus and
other mosquito-borne illnesses, but few
of us have ever met anyone who has suffered from such a disease. Meet Chuck
Graham.
Chuck, a 51-year-old Sioux Falls
(SD) resident, doesn’t know which specific mosquito infected him back in
2007, but he does remember the day
when the effects first hit him while he
was at work. By 3 p.m. on a Wednesday afternoon in September, he was exhausted, had a splitting headache, and
felt nauseous. “I have never felt so sick
in my life,” he said. “I called my wife
when I got home and then I fell asleep.”
As time went by, things went from
bad to worse. He awoke the next day
with triple vision. After spending several days in the hospital for testing, it
was confirmed that Chuck was suffering from West Nile Virus. Graham remembers very little of the next 30 days
spent in the hospital; he spent four
months off from work, recuperating at
home, and sleeping most of the time.
His wife and daughter commented that
they would start a conversation with him,
only to have him drift off into a different conversation they had just finished
only moments ago. Since foods all
seemed to have a salty taste, Graham lost

25 pounds in just three weeks. This diet
trouble also made managing his Type I
diabetes a challenge because he wasn’t
eating right. After months of physical
and occupational therapy, Chuck is back
at work and feeling much better. He still,
however, remembers the debilitating
headaches and weakness, and he urges
everyone to take steps to avoid mosquito
bites this summer.
The prime time to get bitten by a
mosquito is between 8 p.m. and midnight, and again in the early morning
hours. Wearing insect repellant when
you are outside during those times and
removing containers that might hold
stagnant water on your property are two
steps you can take to reduce the odds of
exposure to the disease. By wearing long
sleeved shirts, long pants, and socks
(whenever weather permits), a person
can also reduce their numbers of mosquito bites.
Visit the Minnesota Department of
Health
website
at
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/westnile/index.html for more information.
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Understanding adolescent brain development
Immature brain regions may pose higher drug abuse risk
By Ken C. Winters, Ph.D. Scientific Advisor,
Mentor Foundation; Professor, Department of
Psychiatry, University of Minnesota
New scientific discoveries have put a much different perspective on our understanding of adolescent
behavior. Research now suggests that the human brain
is still maturing during the adolescent years, with significant changes continuing into the early 20s. The
developing brain of the teenage years may help explain why adolescents sometimes make decisions that
seem to be quite risky and may lead to safety or health
concerns, and it may add insights into unique vulnerabilities and opportunities associated with youth.
Work in Progress
Advanced technologies in brain imaging have provided windows to the developing brain. Based on the
pioneering work of Jay Giedd and colleagues at the
National Institute of Mental Health (Giedd, 2004),
evidence is accumulating that the brain is not fully
formed at the end of childhood as earlier thought. The
juvenile brain is still maturing in the teenage years and
reasoning and judgment are developing well into the
early to mid 20s.
During childhood, the brain grows an excessive
number of connections between brain cells. At about
year 11 or 12, a young person begins to lose — or
“prune back” — a substantial fraction of these connections. This loss is healthy in the long run, and is a
vital part of growing up. The pruning process clears
out unneeded wiring to make way for more efficient
and faster information-processing as we become adults,
and it promotes building the long chains of nerve cells
that are required for the more demanding problemsolving needed during adulthood.
The pruning process appears to follow the principle of “use-it-or-lose-it,” according to experts. Thus,
neural connections or circuitry that gets exercised as
we grow up are retained, while the connections that
are not activated or used, get pruned away. Dr. Giedd
refers to this process in this way: “Ineffective or weak
connections are pruned in much the same way a gardener would prune a tree or bush, giving the plant the
desired shape.”
This brain maturation tends to occur from the back
of the brain to the front. So the front region of the
brain, known as the prefrontal cortex, which is responsible for high-level reasoning and decision-making,
does not become fully mature until around the early to
mid 20s.
The prefrontal cortex is the part of the brain that
enables a person to think clearly, to make good decisions, and to control impulses. It is primarily responsible for how much priority to give incoming messages like ‘’Do this now’’ versus ‘’Wait! What about
the consequences?’’ Because the emotional, “Do this
now” regions — predominantly located behind the
front of the brain — have progressed more with the
pruning process, it is difficult for the “Wait!” part of
the brain to exert much influence. As Psychologist
Laurence Steinberg sees it, a teenager’s brain “…has a
well-developed accelerator, but only a partly developed brake.”
Implications for Understanding Behavior
“Having a scientific perspective on the biological
challenges of adolescence will help you interact more
objectively with your child, maintain your cool, and
offer guidance that can improve his or her life.”
Scientists caution against suggestions of definitive
linkages between brain development and adolescent
behavior, but there is a growing sentiment among experts that when teenagers are feeling high emotion or
intense peer pressure, conditions are ripe for the stillmaturing circuitry in the front part of brain to be overwhelmed… contributing to inexplicable behavior and
poor decision-making.
This does not mean adolescents cannot make a
rational decision or appreciate the difference between
right and wrong; the teenage brain is quite capable of
demonstrating plenty of mental ability. But the teenager, with less-than-optimal brain-based control
mechanisms, is more likely to act impulsively and with
gut instinct when confronted with stressful or emotional decisions, without fully appreciating the immediate consequences of their actions.
Experts say that even at ages 16 and 17, when compared to adults, adolescents on average are more impulsive, aggressive, emotionally volatile, likely to take

risks, reactive
to stress, vulnerable to peer
pressure, prone
to focus on and
overestimate
short-term payoffs and underplay longerterm consequences
of
what they do,
and likely to
overlook alternative courses
of action.

The Developing Brain and Drug Use
Scientists are beginning to explore whether these
new discoveries explain adolescent drug use and related impulsive behaviors. Adolescence is a time of
experimentation and novelty seeking, and one way this
occurs is their curiosity about drugs. We know from
national surveys in the United States that use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs is relatively common
among youth (Johnston et al., 2006). Over half of
young people will try an illicit drug at least once during their teenage years, and nearly all of them will
have tried either alcohol, tobacco, or both at least once
before they reach legal age.
And we also know from cross-cultural surveys that
for alcohol -- the drug used most by individuals –
young people show higher rates or percentages of alcohol problems compared to older age groups. For
American youth aged 15 to 20 years old, 12.2 percent
met the definition of an alcohol dependence disorder
within the past 12 months of the survey. This rate was
much higher compared to the other age groups (for
example, individuals in the 30-34 age group demonstrated a rate of alcohol dependence of 4.1 percent).
Are Adolescents More Vulnerable Than Adults to
Abuse Drugs?
Several neuro-developmental findings provide provisional answers to this question. As already noted, a
developing prefrontal cortex may contribute to more
emotional and impulsive decisions by teenagers and
to a tendency to ignore the negative consequences of
such decisions. And there is some evidence from animal studies that a developing teenage brain may be
particularly sensitive to alcohol’s effects that reduce
social discomfort (Spear, 2002). This effect would create a more pleasurable social experience (e.g., contribute to feeling less shy) while drinking compared to
alcohol’s effects on adults.
There are other considerations. In studies of adolescent rats, they are observed to be less sensitive to
the effects of intoxication than adult rats. They typically consume two to three times as much alcohol for
their body weight as adults (Spear, 2002). Adolescent
humans also show this diminished sensitivity to intoxication; their higher metabolic rates allow them to
consume higher amounts of alcohol (Spear, 2002). A
lower sensitivity to alcohol’s effects would be consistent with the observation that young people are capable of drinking large amounts of alcohol without
feeling all that intoxicated.
Hormones have a role here as well. Hormones
encourage novelty-seeking and promote social competitiveness. The revved-up hormonal production during adolescence may promote drug use to the extent
that such use represents a novel experience to the youth
who is also seeking social approval from peers during
the experience.
Arrested Development?
A limited amount of science suggests that the developing brain is prone to the deleterious effects of
alcohol. Adolescent rats exposed to various amounts
of alcohol have significantly more brain damage in
their frontal cortex than their adult counterparts (Spear,
2002). They also show greater damage to their working memory. With long-term use, adolescent rats have
shown massive neuronal loss in their cerebellum, basal
forebrain, and neocortex (Spear, 2002). In human studies, adolescents with alcohol use disorders had nearly
10 percent smaller volume in the hippocampus (the
primary structure for memory) and greater memory

retrieval deficits than healthy adolescent comparisons
(Brown et al., 2000).
In summary, the developing brain’s tendency toward impulse control problems, coupled with the
adolescent’s heightened sensitivity to the social benefits of intoxication and lower sensitivity to the negative effects of alcohol, may contribute to the decision
to use drugs.
Opportunities for Drug Prevention and
Treatment
Where does this new science lead us? Can an understanding of neuro-development help us do a better
job preventing and treating drug use and addiction
among teenagers? It is too early to say if this new
knowledge will dramatically impact prevention, but
there are several issues to consider.
Because many teens begin using drugs at a young
age and because of drugs’ possible deleterious effects
on the developing brain, the urgency for prevention is
real. Delaying the onset of drug use, especially if it is
delayed until adulthood, is better for both brain development and for preventing escalation of use. Teenagers who already abuse drugs may avoid permanent
neurological damage if they can cut down or abstain
from use.
The possible dangers of drug use to the developing brain should be emphasized to both youth and parents. The findings from brain development research
reinforce the argument that drug use by youth can be
associated with more dangers than the general social
and legal consequences often highlighted in prevention messages. This new science suggests deeper consequences --possible brain damage -- as well as a
greater vulnerability than faced by adults.
There is a need for age-appropriate curriculum to
educate youth about their developing brain. The sciences of the neurobiology of addiction and of brain
development are providing new insights about how
drugs affect the brain and how teenagers make critical
and life influencing decisions, including their decisions
about drug use. Resources are needed to educate youth
about this critical new knowledge in brain development. This information can be harnessed to reframe
and strengthen current drug prevention approaches by
encouraging youth to capitalize on the assets of the
developing brain, avail themselves of alternatives to
potentially health-compromising risk-taking, and to
promote personal growth and healthy lifestyles.
This new science also places importance on educating youth about the skill of using the “thinking
breaks” when faced with an emotional or arousing situation. Conditions under which the developing judgment region of the brain are likely to be challenged,
and how to engage in “second thought” mechanisms,
should be part of health education classes in schools.
There is also the vital need to educate parents about
these important findings – both because they better
explain adolescent behavior and because they present
cautionary signs that parents may want to heed. If the
seemingly irresponsible behaviors of teens are not truly
willful acts but are the result of the brain still “under
construction,” parents will want to be more tolerant of
such annoying behaviors common during adolescence.
Parents have a more scientific justification for being
actively involved in their child’s life. Rather than the
message: “I need to know where you are and who you
are with because you are too immature to be trusted,”
the more scientifically justified message is: “I need to
help you anticipate a risky situation until your brain is
fully developed and capable of recognizing the danger signs on your own.”
Summary
Adolescence is a time when a young person forges
a sense of self, experiments with independence, and
seeks new experiences. This developmental period is
also likely to be the years when we observe behaviors
that reflect how social pressures and thrill-seeking can
override common sense. The adolescent brain responds
more quickly and more intensively to excitement,
arousal and rewards. Channeling this exuberance toward healthy and growth-enriching experiences is
among the important tasks for parents as they raise
their teenager and for youth-serving professionals who
work with young people.
Information presented with permission from the The
Mentor Foundation (2008)
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Another Reason To Recycle
Back in 1980, the Minnesota Legislature enacted a law commonly called the
Waste Management Act establishing a hierarchy for managing solid waste in the
state. That law instituted the following order of preference for the management of
solid waste:
1) waste reduction and reuse;
2) waste recycling;
3) composting of yard waste and food waste;
4) resource recovery through mixed municipal solid
waste composting or incineration; and finally,
5) land disposal.
The justification for this hierarchy was to reduce the dependence on landfills,
which were causing environmental problems and consuming land at an accelerating rate. Obviously, reducing waste in the first place saved money and resources
and eliminated the cost for management of waste. Recycling provided an alternative to disposal allowing raw materials to be turned back into usable products.
Composting of yard and food waste made sense, because it saved valuable landfill space for things that weren’t as easy to manage in other ways, and reduced the
decomposition process in landfills (as this rich organic waste decomposed rapidly
in landfills and generated methane gas, a known danger associated with landfills).
Finally, resource recovery made sense, as this allowed for a beneficial use of
combustible waste as an alternative to coal or other energy sources.
Now there is another reason. All of these alternatives to land disposal are also
recognized as means to reduce greenhouse gases. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has even developed computer models to demonstrate how much greenhouse gas is avoided by reusing or recycling certain wastes. This information is
available on their website at www.epa.gov/warm and www.epa.gov/region09/
climatechange/waste.html.
There, you will learn that recycling…
♦ … one ton of aluminum cans reduces four metric tons of CO2 (greenhouse gas) equivalents.
♦ … one ton of newspapers reduces one metric tons of CO2 equivalents.
♦ … and one ton of mixed recyclables reduces one metric tons of CO2 equivalents.
You will also learn that reducing the amount of waste or reusing an item reduces even more greenhouse gas equivalents, such as canceling delivery of junk
mail — which prevents double its weight in greenhouse gas emissions.
Scott County enables a lot of waste materials to be reused through the County’s
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility Re-USE room – which is today the
largest in Minnesota. Last year, we gave away an amazing 3,500 gallons of latex
paint, which resulted in a reduction of about 200 tons of CO2 equivalent. We have
also given away hundreds of used County computers, either directly through the
Re-USE room or to charitable organizations. For every 10 computers that are
placed back into service for a year, there is a reduction in CO2 greenhouse gas
equivalent to taking four cars off the road. These efforts not only save Scott County thousands of dollars
in disposal costs, but they provide a real benefit to the
residents who are steady customers of our Re-USE
room.
Providing free computers to needy people has additional benefits. Some need computers to search for
jobs or for school. Others — like the Minnesota National Guard’s 34th Aviation Combat Brigade (Red
Bulls) — received some of the used computers for
families of deployed soldiers. Enabling soldiers to communicate with their loved
ones back home has far-reaching benefits, much more than can be measured in
dollars or greenhouse gas reduction equivalents. This program has been continued
by Scott County’s electronics waste management contractor Asset Recovery Corporation, who refurbishes thousands of computers from private corporations they
serve as well as state offices. Asset Recovery holds the state contract for management of electronic wastes from state facilities.
Scott County recently applied for a Local Government Innovation Award
through the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute, the Association of Minnesota Counties, the League of Minnesota Cities, and the Minnesota School Board
Association for the Computers for National Guard Families program. Regardless
of the award outcome, we hope that this idea spreads across the country!

Applications due March 5 for
“Future Leaders” program
Scott County 8th and 9th grade students are invited to attend “Future Leaders of Scott County Day”
on Friday, April 9. Civics and government students
experience a day with County officials and staff participating in a mock County Board meeting, a mock
trial, or a day at the SCALE Regional Training Facility. Applications are due by Friday, March 5 – please
visit www.co.scott.mn.us for more information.

Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Brush up on painting
Do you have some painting projects
scheduled in your home this spring? Be
sure to remember these simple tips to
help your project go smoothly:
Choose the proper paint and
equipment. Read labels, and don’t use
exterior paints (or paints that contain
mercury or other fungicides) on interior
walls. Prevent falls by using a ladder
whose length and weight fit the job.
Check for nonslip rungs and feet.
Measure. Before you purchase your
paint, be sure to measure the walls you
plan to paint. A gallon of most paints
will cover 300 to 400 square feet of wall
space. Measuring before you buy will
help you to buy only what you need. If
you find yourself with leftover paint,
store it properly (prevent freezing) and
bring it to the Scott County HHW Facility for proper management. Visit
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for more information.
Ventilate. To avoid the buildup of
paint vapors, open doors and windows.
Cross-ventilate the room or place a box
fan in a window and operate it blowing
outward to help remove vapors. Keep
windows in the painted room open for
up to three days afterward. Stay out of
freshly painted rooms for at least two
days.
Beware of lead-based paint. Assume that walls and woodwork painted
before 1978 do contain lead paint, un-

less an inspector tells you otherwise. If
the paint is sticking to the surface tightly
with no chipping, you may be able to
safely seal it by painting over the old
lead paint. If the lead paint is flaking or
peeling, however, it is best to have it professionally removed.
Follow instructions for
cleanup
and
storage when
finished. When
using water-based
(latex) paints,
clean yourself and your tools with soap
and water. For oil-based (alkyd) paints,
use a solvent that is listed on the label
(keep such flammables away from water heaters, furnaces, electric motors, and
other ignition sources). Seal all containers after using. Properly discard all solvent-soaked rags or store them in airtight
containers. Store your leftover paint
properly (protect latex paint from freezing, for example), and bring it to the
Scott County HHW Facility for management if it is no longer needed.
Want free products? The RE-USE
Room at the Scott County HHW Facility has many cans of paint (and other
household items) available at no charge,
to help you with your next project. Visit
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for more information.

Alternatives available
for lead wheel weights
Although lead has long been banned
from paint and gasoline, every year an
estimated 2,000 tons of it falls from vehicles onto U.S. roadways in the form
of lead wheel weights. Lead is a toxic
metal, which negatively impacts human
health and the environment. In fact, the
European Union banned the use of lead
wheel weights in 2005. In the U.S., various states and counties — including
Minnesota — are also taking steps to go
lead-free.
In 2003, the Minnesota Travel Management Division (TMD) assessed nonlead wheel weights. After testing several alternatives, they began using an
iron clip-on weight. Unfortunately, their
tire shops had to stock all sizes of
weights to accommodate the different
rim sizes. When Tundra Composites, a
Minnesota manufacturer, developed an
adhesive wheel weight (which can be
used on any type of rim), TMD began
using Tundra Composites adhesive
weights exclusively. Since the closure
of TMD’s fleet maintenance facility in
January 2008, the state has contracted
out its fleet maintenance services. The
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) and TMD are currently working with contract specialists to ensure
that the use of non-lead wheel weights
continues.
Some counties in Minnesota are
moving forward with their lead-free initiatives. At an environmentally preferable purchasing event for county departments, Hennepin County identified leadfree wheel weights as a “priority green
purchasing opportunity,” resulting in the
county’s Environmental Services
partnering with the Central Mobile
Equipment Division (CMED) in 2007
to find lead-free alternatives. Prior to
the decision to eliminate lead wheel
weights, extensive research was done to
compare lead-free wheel weight alternatives, including requesting product demonstrations and checking local availabil-

ity and prices of alternative weights.
CMED ultimately chose clip-on steel
weights to be implemented in fleet maintenance and operations in August 2007.
Any existing lead weights were used up
first.
Hennepin County Environmental
Services, the Fleet/Equipment Manager
from CMED, and the CMED Fleet
Maintenance Manager, worked closely
to conduct the research and ensure a
smooth transition to going lead-free.
The installation of steel wheel weights
ended up being quite comparable to lead
weights, which is why CMED decided
on the clip-on style version instead of
the adhesive tape weights on the market.
Recently, Washington County’s
Public Works department also made the
decision to phase out the use of leadfree wheel weights and go with the steel
clip-on version for all county vehicles.
Steel is very recyclable, and the cost is
less than the lead weights. Washington
County plans to replace lead weights
with steel weights as cars come in for
tire maintenance.
Cities in the metropolitan area have
also opted to go lead-free for wheel
weights. Minneapolis is using zinc clipon wheel weights during tire maintenance, while Bloomington has chosen
to use 3M adhesive tape wheel weights
for their fleet. By definition, environmentally preferable products should be
comparable in quality to conventional
products. Switching to lead-free wheel
weights requires an alternative that meets
the same maintenance and quality standards. Currently, the most environmentally preferable option is steel weights,
since zinc and PVC clip-on weights and
the adhesives used in some alternatives
may have negative environmental impacts. For more information on going
lead-free for wheel weights, please visit
www.leadfreewheels.org.
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Questions and answers on code enforcement
What is the role of Scott County for dealing
with code violations?
The Scott County Community Development Division is charged with enforcing observed or reported
violations of codes and regulations adopted by the Scott
County Board of Commissioners. Those issues pertaining to land use, erosion control, natural resource
protection, building permits, and zoning are limited to
the eleven townships (the areas outside cities). Issues
related to septic systems as well as hazardous and solid
wastes are addressed on a County-wide basis.
The intent of these regulations is to protect the
safety of residents, prevent damage to personal property and the environment, and to ensure the preservation of property values by setting a standard for aesthetic appearances for properties. The Scott County
Community Development Division has one employee
dedicated to respond to violations and complaints and
for inspecting conditional use permits issued from the
County to ensure code compliance within the eleven
Scott County Townships.
What are the essential duties of the code compliance officer (CCO)?
The primary task of the CCO is to respond to citizen complaints and conduct field investigations of
potential violations of County ordinances within the
11 townships. It is his job to gather evidence, compare the facts to the ordinance requirements, make the
appropriate findings, issue corrective orders to violators, and complete subsequent follow up to ensure
compliance. If necessary, after sufficient notice and
time allotted to a violator, it is also the job of the CCO
to issue citations or provide reports to the County
Attorney’s Office to initiate criminal charges for noncompliance with the ordinances.
A secondary responsibility for the CCO is to inspect all business use permits located within the Townships. A process is currently underway to inspect the
500-plus permits issued by the County to ensure compliance with the terms of their permits.
In responding to complaints, it is the philosophy
of the County to obtain compliance first, and use enforcement as a last resort. Scott County would prefer
that the person comply with the regulation before enforcing it through official means with citations or other
legal mechanisms. All efforts are made to work with a
property owner to become compliant, as this is a means
to educate residents on the ordinance requirements to
ensure that Scott County remains a clean and safe place
for all to live and visit.
What types of code violations are there?
A majority of time is spent dealing with nuisance
types of complaints. The complaints routinely inves-

time for a violator to reasonably comply with the ordinances.
How are complaints received?
Complaints are typically brought to our attention
from residents, government officials, or other employees who contact the CCO directly by phone, in person, or via e-mail. Proactive field observations by the
CCO also account for some of the complaints handled.

tigated are parking or storage of inoperable/unlicensed
vehicles, accumulations of garbage/solid waste/scrap
materials/appliances upon properties, burning/burying
of solid wastes, unlawful disposal of tires/auto batteries/motor vehicle fluids, illegal operation of businesses
from residential properties where no permit exists, septic system non-compliance issues, building without permits, violations of business permits (businesses that
have been granted a permit to operate from their property), animal/livestock complaints, and grading and
erosion control complaints.
Is there a certain threshold that must be met
for something to be considered a violation?
There are sometimes exceptions or exemptions to
ordinances through permits or variances; but for the
most part, if a complaint is received and a violation is
observed, it would require that a notice of violation be
issued. Complaints reported to this office have ranged
from one junked/unlicensed vehicle on the property to
as many as one hundred; a few bags of garbage stored
behind a garage to entire ravines being filled with garbage and debris; or the burning of some trash in a burn
barrel to the intentional burning of an entire pit filled
with tires, automobile parts, and hazardous wastes.
What is the complaint process?
Every case is different and can take on a life of its
own. However, Scott County issues written corrective notices to all violators. Violators are given a specific date for compliance with the ordinance(s). A violator at most would receive three corrective notices; a
notice of violation, a notice of non-compliance, and a
final notice of non-compliance. After the third notice,
the owner could then be cited for the violation if compliance is not achieved after the final inspection.
If a violator is cited or the County Attorney is asked
to prepare a formal complaint for the violation, the
owner would be required to appear in court. Violations are considered misdemeanors that carry a penalty of fines up to $1,000 and/or 90 days in jail.
The process in place is set up to be equitable for
all, and to ensure that we give sufficient notice and

Are complaints kept anonymous?
Yes. The name of a complainant to a violator is
not released.
With increased development in Scott County,
are there any rural/urban conflicts with the use of
land that cause complaints?
Yes, everyone moves out into the country for a
multitude of
different reasons… to have
more space, to
enjoy nature,
escape congestion, peace and
quiet, or for
the enjoyment
of recreational activities with dirt bikes, four-wheelers, snowmobiles, raising livestock, the operation of a
business from their acreage property, et cetera. Current or future residents need to be aware that there are
restrictions placed upon their property that may ultimately affect the use of their property different for
what they may want to see it used for. One perception
to change is the belief that there is a lack of official
controls in the rural areas, as many have stated they
wanted to move out into the country to escape the controls of city regulations, not knowing that the same
controls are also usually in place to a similar degree in
the rural areas.
Zoning laws come into play on every single property, regardless of how big or small. If making improvements to a property, constructing an accessory
structure, adding livestock, starting up a business, or
the like, residents need to be aware of the zoning, building, or environmental code regulations as well as any
applicable permit requirements before commencing a
project.
Where can residents go to find out information on zoning regulations/ordinance complaints?
Rural Scott County residents should contact the
Scott County Planning Department at (952) 496-8876
or online at www.co.scott.mn.us. Residents within city
limits should contact their local city office.

Now is a good time to test for radon
Four out of every 10 homes in Scott
County are estimated to have levels of
radon that are at or above U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines. Any home, whether old or new,
could have a radon problem. Radon is
a radioactive gas that is colorless, odorless, and tasteless. It is produced by the
natural decay of uranium and radium in
our soil. Since radon is a gas, it can easily find its way into our homes or other
buildings by migrating through cracks
in the basement floor or walls, or sump
baskets or unpaved crawl spaces. Exposure to radon increases your risk of
developing lung cancer.
A radon test is the only way to know
for sure how high the radon levels are in
your home. You can purchase a radon
test kit from Scott County Environmental Health, or from most local hardware
and home remodeling stores.
The EPA recommends that every
home test for radon, since each home is
different. If your radon levels exceed
healthy limits, there are a variety of steps
you can take to lower those levels. For
more information about radon, including a list of radon reduction contractors,
contact the Scott County Environmental
Health
Department
at
www.co.scott.mn.us (search for “radon”) or call (952) 496-8652.

YES! I want to test my home for Radon.
There are two types of kits available:
______Short-term kits @ $10.00 per kit
______Long-term kits @ $20.00 per kit
To receive your test kit(s), fill out this
coupon and mail it, along with your check
or money order, to the address below. You
may also stop by our Office to pick it up
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.).
Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Dept.
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220
Name________________________________
Address_______________________________
City_______________ Zip Code________
Prices good through May 31, 2010

RADON TEST KITS
Testing for radon is easy! And now you can save
money by purchasing your test kits from the Scott
County Environmental Health Department.
These radon detector kits meet Federal standards
under the Radon Measurement Proficiency Program.
Just follow the directions on the package. Mail the
entire kit back to the manufacturer in the postage
paid envelope provided. Analysis will be done at no
extra charge. Note: The MN Department of Health
(MDH) recommends that you use a long-term
detector to obtain the most accurate results.
Remember that radon is the second leading cause of
lung cancer in the United States. Testing for radon is
important for your family’s health and well being.
For more information on Radon, call or e-mail us at:
Scott County: (952) 496-8652, gboe@co.scott.mn.us
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/radon/
index.htm
MDH Radon Info: (651) 215-0909 or 1-800-798-9050
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Registration opens for 4-H
Communications Arts Contest
Discovering by doing
By Abby Wagner, 4-H Program Coordinator
“Out of school time” programs for kids today can have strong positive effects
on children’s academic, social, and emotional lives. The National Institute on Out
of School Time says that this is especially true for students whose personal circumstances put them at higher risk of school failure. Some research even suggests that
what students do during their out-of-school time hours has as much bearing on
their success as what they do during the school days.
Extension’s 4-H Youth Development Program believes that
when young people have a chance to get involved with something they like and “learn by doing,” they make better decisions, give back to their communities, and grow up to be solid,
contributing citizens.
This is why it is so important to get your children involved
in programming that will make a lasting impact on their lives.
The 4-H Program offers kids the opportunity to be involved in a community of
young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life
skills. 4-Hers do this in a number of ways. First, they can start locally in a 4-H
club; Scott County offers 4-H clubs in all of our communities. There, they can
learn about any topic in which they are interested. Each 4-H member defines their
own 4-H experience, so the possibilities are endless! Youth can start their 4-H
experience in kindergarten and can go through one year past high school. There is
a $15 fee to become a member of the Scott County 4-H program.
The 4-H program is open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or physical or mental disability. In the 4-H program,
youth become involved in projects ranging from robotics to veterinary science to
clothing. Currently, there are over sixty project areas for kids to choose from with
areas of interest for everyone.
The Scott County 4-H Program is run by University of Minnesota Extension
Staff and by screened adult volunteers. Volunteers help keep the 4-H program in
motion, contributing their time and dedication to the education of 4-H members
and their families. For more information about the 4-H Program in Scott County,
call (952) 492-5410.

Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight

Shannon Tell
School: Prior Lake High School
Grade: 9th grade
4-H Club: Lucky Stars
Years in 4-H: 9
Years as Junior Leader: Three
Parents: Mike and Colleen Tell
Projects of Interest: Dog, Poultry, Goat,
Leadership, Youth Teaching Youth, Cat, Crafts and
Fine Arts, Photography, Gardening
Shannon is in the Junior Leader Spotlight this
month for being a positive role model and great
Shannon Tell
leader. Shannon is always willing to help promote
4-H and help her younger peers learn more about 4-H. Shannon has been actively
helping lead Cloverbud Mornings, and helps the kids feel welcomed and have a
good time. Shannon demonstrates great leadership to her peers by always looking
for ways to help the participants with their projects and help them feel comfortable
with the group.
This is Shannon’s first year as a Youth Teaching Youth Teen Teacher. She has
been visiting the 3rd and 4th graders at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Prior Lake.
Shannon, along with Leigh Braun and Sarah Tell, has been talking to the students
about being positive young people through the Character Counts program.

Jessie Tremmel
School: Prior Lake/Savage High School
Grade: 11th grader
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Denise and Karl Tremmel
Years in 4-H: One year
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
This is Jessie’s first year as a Youth Teaching
Youth Teen Teacher for Prior Lake/Savage High
School. Jessie is an outstanding teen teacher who
can connect with the elementary students and her
peer teen teachers. Jessie is full of energy and is
an excellent role model for younger students.
Jessie has been visiting with 2nd graders at
St. Michael’s Catholic School in Prior Lake. They
have been learning about developing positive
character through the Character Counts program.

Jessie Tremmel

Do you like poetry, creative writing,
illustrated presentations, public speaking, or interpretive reading? If so, plan
now to participate in the 2010 4-H Communication Arts Contest! The Communications Arts Contest is open to all
youth in Scott, Dakota, Carver,
Goodhue, and Hennepin Counties. This
years contest is being held on Tuesday,
April 20, 2010 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Dakota County Extension Office
in Farmington.

•
•
•
•

The age divisions for
the contest include:
Cloverbud -- Kindergarten- 2nd grade
Beginner -- 3rd- 5th grade
Intermediate -- 6th- 8th grade
Senior -- 9th- 12th grade, and one
year past high school

There are several different categories in which you can participate at the
contest, including public speaking, interpretive reading, illustrated presentations, creative writing, poetry, and 4-H
promotion posters.
Some of the suggested track topics
for this year include:
• World View: An opportunity to
inform, persuade or state beliefs,
attitudes about world issues. Optional

topics for this include discussing
issues affecting the people of the
world and how you can become
involved. “I can make a difference in
my community by_____.” “I am
living in America because______.”
• My 4-H Club: Describe the
meaning and importance of you 4-H
club.
• Youth Issues: Focus is on issues of
particular interest to today’s young
people. Examples of this topic
include, but are not limited to,
character education, healthy lifestyle
choices, teen depression, tobacco use
prevention, relationships, violence
prevention, and young people making
a positive difference in their
communities.
• Marketing 4-H: Posters that
promote 4-H to new and varied
audiences.
• You are also open to choose
whatever topic interests you, too!
For more information on this contest please call the Regional Center at
(651) 480-7703 or check out the website:
http://www.extension.umn.edu/
county/Scott/news/2010_CA_
RegistrationForm.pdf
Deadline to register is on April 5,
2010.

Lego Robotics Team forming;
classes begin February 23
Are you ready to explore the world
of robots? Come on in and join 4-H!
The Scott County 4-H Program has recently formed a Lego Robotics Team!
We have been offering an exciting
introductory series to the LEGO
Mindstorms RCX Robotics Invention
System. In our classes, we have been
learning mechanical design, construction, programming, and teamwork skills.
Our classes focus on using LEGO building elements, motors, and sensors; our
students build different robots and program them with a computer to move,
react, and make sounds to solve chal-

lenges. Our classes are a good introduction for kids interested in robotics!
Our next series of classes will be
held at the Jordan Middle School for
youth in grades 5 and up on February
23, March 9, March 23, April 13, April
27, May 11, and May 25 all from 6:30
until 8 p.m. All classes are taught by
trained instructors and youth leaders.
The cost for the series is $40 for 4-H
members and $65 for non members, or
$10 per session. If you are interested in
learning more about these courses,
please call (952) 492-5410 or e-mail
Abby Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu.

Extension offers workshops
for small-acreage owners
Do you have the dream of owning
acreage in the country? Do you have an
existing acreage that is need of a plan
and strategies for the best possible results? The Living on the Land Workshop
Series, offered this spring by University
of Minnesota Extension, can help you
and your family.
The eight-week course is designed
to arm landowners with agricultural information to enable them to be good
stewards of their 40-acre (or less) tract.
The course will begin with goal setting
and individual property inventory, then
address soil, plant and water basics.
The Living on the Land curriculum
addresses a growing need for information regarding small acreages. The class
series incorporates knowledge and experience from a team of instructors to
address topics, including what do you
have and what do you want, what you
can do with your land, water quality,
protecting household drinking water,
how plants grow, what to do about
weeds, lawn and pasture maintenance,
getting down and dirty with soils, and a
farm tour.
The series will be taught by Exten-

sion educators and natural resource professionals at two locations. (Register for
only one location.) Tuesday evenings
will be held in Monticello from March
2 through April 20 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.;
Thursday evenings will be held at the
Ranchero Restaurant in Webster from
March 4 through April 22 from 6:309:30 p.m.
Early registration is $150 until Feb.
19 and all registrations received after this
date will be $175. The registration fee
includes participation of two people,
such a husband and wife team or two
siblings, who may attend together and
share materials. Benefits include numerous educational publications, an educational farm tour and dinner, a site visit
consultation from a University of Minnesota Extension educator in your area,
as well as the tools to help you succeed
with your goals and dreams on your
country acreage.
Register now because space is limited at each location. For more information or to register, please call the Scott
County Extension office at (952) 4925410.
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Master Gardeners to hold
annual “Garden Fever”
March 20 in Prior Lake

Scott County 4-Hers took a break in between events at the Scott County 4-H
Dog Show.

Dogs and owners gain
skills in 4-H Dog Project
Does your dog sit, stay, and heel —
or is he in desperate need of some obedience training? Or maybe you want to
have some fun with your pet and try taking him through an obstacle course. You
might want to think about joining the
Scott County 4-H Dog Project!
The dog project is open to all youth
in grades 3 through one year past high
school. The objectives of the Minnesota 4-H dog project are to develop leadership, initiative, self-reliance, and
sportsmanship. Youth will also experience pride and responsibility while being involved with their dog and learn a
greater love for animals and develop a
humane attitude towards them.
The Scott County Dog Project’s
main focus is on positive training methods. Within the dog project, youth have
the opportunity to try three different specialization areas: showmanship, obedience, and agility. The purpose of the
showmanship is for 4-H members to
develop skills and knowledge in dog
show handling. Showmanship also allows members to learn about breeds of
dogs and general grooming responsibilities. Obedience training is used to dem-

4-Hers wait for instruction from the
judge at a 4-H dog show.

onstrate the usefulness of dogs as companions. The basic objective of obedience is to produce dogs that have been
trained and conditioned to always behave in the home, in public places, and
in the presence of other dogs in a manner that will reflect credit on the sport
of obedience. New this year we will also
be offering Rally Obedience. The third
area of training is agility. Agility training encompasses the dog’s agility, briskness, confidence, and a handler’s control over an obstacle course designed for
dogs. Within the Scott County Dog
Project youth that participate will also
earn a Canine Good Citizen Title.
If you are interested in joining the
Scott County 4-H Dog Project or would
like to find out more information, please
call the Scott County Extension Office
at (952) 492-5410. We will be having
an informational meeting coming up on
April 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office in Jordan, and training will begin on Tuesday, April 13.

Scott County 4-Her Jamie Piampiano
and her reserve champion dog, AJ.

Low-cost seedlings for spring
planting still available
Many varieties of young starter trees and shrubs are still available through
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan. These
low-cost, high-quality seedlings (conifers, deciduous, and shrubs) are offered for sale through the District’s annual tree program. They come in
bundles of 25 and sell for $30 to $33 per bundle.
The current order form, which includes notations on sold-out varieties,
may be found on the Scott SWCD website at www.scottswcd.org. The
website also includes photos and a quick reference guide on shade, moisture, and soil preference as well as recommendations on the varieties to
plant if you want to attract wildlife. Those who order trees or shrubs through
this program will be notified of pickup at the Scott County Fairgrounds in
mid-April. For more information, residents are invited to call Diane Hrabe
at the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us.

Scott/Carver Master Gardeners
are pleased to announce the twelfth
annual Garden Fever to be held Saturday, March 20, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran
Church in Prior Lake. The theme this
year is “Working with Nature” and
includes many new ways to recycle,
reuse, and prevent damage to our environment.
Keynote speaker Dr. Bud
Markhart is a professor at the University of Minnesota. An avid organic
gardener, Dr. Markhart also writes the
“Sustainable Gardener” column for
Northern Gardener. He will begin the
day with a presentation on growing,
buying, and supporting organic food,
and will include hints on ways to cut
down on pesticide use in your own
garden.
Other speakers and topics include
Shirley Mah Kooyman on using native wildflowers; Cliff Johnson and
Ron Reeves on creating garden art

from prunings; Maren Christopher
on garden design; Julie Bischke on
stretching the garden dollar; and Jane
Horn on ornamental containers.
In addition to the speakers, there
will be commercial exhibits, Master
Gardener displays, a great silent auction, many door prizes, and both continental breakfast and lunch will be
served – all for the low cost of $30
per person. Bring a new friend and
you may both register for $25 each!
For more information, or to register for the first “true” day of spring,
please contact the Scott County Extension Office by March 12 at (952)
492-5410

Try award-winning seeds
in 2010 for superior results
New varieties of flowers are hardy, colorful
Early March into April is the perfect time to start seeds indoors of many
of our common and not-so-common
garden plants. Seed catalogs with their
alluring photos and descriptions were
showing up in mailboxes throughout
December and January, and there’s still
time to get them out and place an order
— but the vast array of selections may
be confusing.
To sort through the confusion, a
good place to start is with the All-American Selections (AAS) winners. The
flowers and vegetables that have received the AAS Award have been tested
by a network of independent judges who
have determined that their garden performance is superior under a wide variety of growing conditions. Three flower
cultivars have earned the AAS award for
2010 and have received high marks from
Minnesota growers.
“Twinny Peach” snapdragon has
two qualities that make it stand out —
unique color and form. No other snapdragon offers the unique peach tone colors consisting of blends of soft peach,
melon, yellow and light orange. The
“twin” of “Twinny Peach” is it’s double
(or “butterfly”) form. It can be called a
“snapdragon without snap” because the
flowers do not have jaws or joints to
open and close. Plant this snapdragon
with blue salvia or purple foliage plants
and your garden will be a real eyecatcher. “Twinny Peach” is easy to grow
in full sun and has shown good heat tolerance. The plants are 12 inches tall, and
produce abundant flower spikes for both
garden show and cutting.
“Mesa Yellow” is the first hybrid
blanket flower, or Gaillardia. Although
it is a tender perennial, it blooms the first
year from seed making it a great plant
for full sun gardens. “Mesa Yellow”
produces neat, mounded plants that attain a height of 18 inches and a width of
20 to 22 inches with prolific three-inch,
bright yellow daisy-like flowers. The
plants do not get tall and floppy, making them ideal plants for small space

gardens and containers.
If you are fond of bedding zinnias,
you will really like the “Zahara Starlight
Rose” zinnia. It is a rose and white bicolor with proven resistance to leaf spot
and mildew, two diseases that often devastate a bed of zinnias. “Zahara Starlight Rose” is an easy to grow, sun-loving, heat- and drought-tolerant bedding
zinnia. The mid-size plants reach a
height and width of 12 to 14 inches,
making them a good selection for containers as well as borders and mass
plantings. The seeds of this zinnia may
be sown directly outdoors, but with a
time to bloom from seed of about 60
days, you may want to start them indoors
or look for started plants.
A fourth selection is described by
AAS as “a beautiful addition to cool
gardens and containers.” The “Endurio
Sky Blue Martien” viola has delicate sky
blue flowers which are deceiving, because the plants are tough and will tolerate low temperatures in spring and fall
while blooming well into summer. It has
a spreading growth habit with mounds
six inches tall and 10 to 12 inches wide,
making it a great selection for both bedding and containers. Unfortunately, seed
germination has been a problem for several, so this may be a choice for only
experienced seed growers.
These AAS winners are available as
seeds from catalog companies and
should be available at garden centers this
spring.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Ready Campaign -- resolve to be prepared
You may have heard the term “personal preparedness” a few times in the past,
and perhaps you wondered what is really meant by that phrase. Basically, it means
that you have the right information and know how to help yourself if a disaster
should strike where you live or work. In short, you want to be part of the solution,
not part of the problem.
In 2010, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be supporting the Ready Campaign and the theme is to Resolve to be Ready in 2010. The
purpose of the Ready Campaign is to make emergency preparedness easy by providing the information you need for “personal preparedness.” The Ready Campaign has the following recommendations for citizens to help them prepare.
Keep in mind that there are three steps to this process of personal preparedness. One, get a kit; two, make a plan; and three, be informed about the different
types of emergencies that can happen in your area.
The Ready Campaign stresses that you may need to survive on your own after
an emergency, maybe for as long as three days. This means having access to your
own food, water, and other supplies for at least three days. Local responders might
not be in the position to help everyone right away, especially if the disaster is
widespread or access to an area is limited. Please keep in mind that it might take
days for help to arrive, so consider putting together a kit to help you get through
those initial hours… or days… during a disaster.
Making a kit is personal, so you need to decide what to include for you or your
family. FEMA recommends the following as basics to consider for this kit.
• Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for
drinking and sanitation.
• Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food.
• Battery-powered or hand
crank radio and a NOAA Weather
Radio with tone alert and extra batteries for both.
• Flashlight and extra batteries.
• First aid kit.
• Whistle to signal for help.
• Dust mask to help filter contaminated air, and plastic sheeting and
duct tape to “shelter-in-place.”
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags, and plastic ties for personal sanitation.
• Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities.
• Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food).
• Local maps.
• Cell phone with chargers.
Some Additional Items to Consider Adding to an Emergency Supply Kit:
• Prescription medications and glasses.
• Pet food and extra water for your pet.
• Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification, and bank account records in a waterproof, portable container.
• Cash or traveler’s checks and change.
• Household chlorine bleach and medicine dropper – When diluted nine
parts water to one part bleach, bleach can be used as a disinfectant. Or in an emergency, you can use it to treat water by using 16 drops of regular household liquid
bleach per gallon of water. Do not use scented, color-safe bleaches or ones with
added cleaners.
• Matches in a waterproof container.
• Paper and pencil.
A more complete list of additional items can be found at www.ready.gov/
america/index.html.
Next, think about a family emergency plan. Your family may be in different
places such as school, work, or visiting friends when disaster strikes. This makes it
important to plan how you will contact one another or how you will get back
together in a disaster situation.
Family Emergency Plan
• Identify an out-of town contact. It may be easier to make a long-distance
phone call than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better
position to communicate among separated family members.
• Be sure every member of your family knows the phone number for the
out of town contact. If you have a cell phone, consider programming that person(s)
as “ICE” (In Case of Emergency) in your phone. If you are in an accident, emergency personnel will often check your ICE listings in order to get a hold of someone you know. Make sure to tell your family and friends that you’ve listed them as
emergency contacts.
• Teach family members how to use text messaging (also known as SMS or
Short Message Service). Text messages can often get around network disruptions
when a phone call might not be able to get through.
Planning to Stay or Go
The last piece is being aware of hazards and emergencies that may be happening in your area. Depending on your circumstances and the nature of the emergency, the first important decision is whether to shelter in place or leave the area.
Use common sense and available information, to determine which of these you
should do.
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Kuphal named new
manager at Scott SWCD
Troy Kuphal has been hired as the
new District Manager for the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan. He began his duties
in early December, replacing Pete
Beckius of Jordan who retired after serving the District for more than 31 years.
Kuphal brings more than 18 years
of experience working in the conservation field. A native of Wisconsin, he was
raised on a dairy farm. After earning his
bachelor’s degree in geography from the
University of Wisconsin, he worked for
the Washington County Land and Water
Conservation Department for nine years
as a technician. He helped farmers, local governments, and civic groups address soil erosion, non-point source pollution, wildlife, and other environmental issues. He then served as Department
Director for three and a half years, managing the department’s programs, staff,
budgets and grant resources. In addition
to his day-to-day duties, Kuphal spearheaded development of Washington
County’s first comprehensive Land and
Water Resource Management Plan, instituted a water quality monitoring program, expanded outreach and education
programs, helped lead a trout stream restoration project, and worked with state
and federal partners to implement conservation easement programs. He also
served on the Board of Directors for the
Wisconsin Association of Land Conservation Employees, including three years
as the Association’s president.
Most recently, Kuphal worked as
Water Resources Manager with Marion
County in Florida, where he helped the
Board address long-term water supply
planning, conservation, and protection
issues.
“I am excited to be part of the Scott

Troy Kuphal has begun his job as the
new Scott SWCD manager.

SWCD team and to have the opportunity to build on Pete’s success here,” he
noted. “In addition to having a strong
technical background, I feel I bring
strong skills for building and maintaining working partnerships with individuals, agencies, and other organizations.
Given today’s scarce resources and competing interests, successful resource protection can only be achieved by engaging stakeholders and building consensus
around balanced goals and objectives. I
look forward to meeting and working
with SWCD staff, local landowners,
community leaders, and our partners to
help improve and protect the rich and
abundant natural resources of this beautiful County.”
For more information or questions
about conservation practices, residents
may call the Scott SWCD office —
(952) 492-5425.

Beckius retirement
ment assistance throughout the County,”
noted Les Lemm, WCA Coordinator at
BWSR. “His goal, supported by the
Scott SWCD Board of Supervisors, was
to get practices on the ground. A collaborator, all of his actions were aimed
at the end result, keeping everyone moving in a positive direction.”
Beckius was a guiding and vocal
contributor in the development of the
Scott County 2020 and 2030 Comprehensive Plan Updates and the Scott Watershed Management Organization’s
Comprehensive Resources Plan Update
in 2009. “Pete’s focus was always on
improving resources and getting things
done on the ground,” explained Paul
Nelson, Scott County Natural Resources
Administrator. “All of his actions were
aimed at the end result, and he set up
the structure to keep everyone moving
in that direction.”
“Working with Pete over the past
several years, I can attest to his conservation ethic, his focus of putting conservation on the ground and his ability
to accomplish those goals through his
partnering abilities and in- depth practical knowledge and history of the County
and its resources,” Stan Wendland,
former Natural Resources Conservation
Service District Conservationist, added.
“As one employee put it, ‘Everyone in
the County always wanted Pete to be
involved because he knew everything!’”
Beckius has a long list of accomplishments, including coordination of
the cost-share incentive program, the
local buffer strip program, WCA viola-

From Page 1

tion response, the urban erosion/sediment control program, and the Outdoor
Education day program. Yet probably
the most important effort in his career
was his involvement in laying the
groundwork for many of the conservation practices and projects that are still
in place or being encouraged today –
lakeshore restorations, streambank
stabilizations, wetland preservation, and
others. In addition to state cost-share
funds, the Scott SWCD now leverages
more than $1 million worth of projects
each year, working closely with the Scott
Watershed Management Organization.
“It is with mixed emotions that I retire from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District,” Beckius summed up
in his letter of resignation to the Scott
SWCD Board of Supervisors in December. “It is this great organization that I
have been fortunate enough to have
worked for almost 32 years, with the
most dedicated and truly outstanding
board members and staff I could ever
have imagined. I feel a sense of loss... I
will miss the many connections with the
dedicated conservationists and partner
agencies we have built relationships with
over the years. But I will leave knowing
there is a solid foundation built to ensure the future success of the District.”
“Wherever I go and whatever I do
from here, you’ll know where to find a
friend of conservation.” That is the best
summary of Pete Beckius: A friend of
conservation.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

February/March 2010 Scott County SCENE Page 11

Library News
Program to protect lakes,
streams and ditches is underway Online premium
December 1 marked the beginning
of the Clean Water Funds RIM Reserve
riparian buffer conservation easement
program. This Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) program
is set up to acquire permanent buffer
easements from private landowners on
riparian cropland along lakes, streams,
and ditches (excluding wetlands).
The goal of the program is to protect and improve water quality, reduce
soil erosion, and enhance fish and wildlife habitat by retiring land from agricultural production and planting permanent native vegetation.
Only cropland in existing or new
CRP contracts is eligible. Buffer widths
must be a minimum of 50 feet, and no
more than 100 feet maximum. Eligible
land must have been owned by the landowner for a minimum of one year prior
to application, and there is a minimum
of a three-acre total easement size per
application.
Existing vegetation (idle land) between eligible cropland and the riparian
source must also be included in the easement acreage offered for enrollment by
the landowner. This area will be paid for
at non-crop rates as long as these idle
acres do not exceed 50 percent of the
entire offered acreage. Non-crop acres
over the 50-percent maximum will have

resources
expand reference collection

A grass filter strip is also known as a
riparian buffer.

to be donated for the application to be
eligible. Payment rates for the program
are based on 100 percent of the local
assessor’s average tillable values for
each township in the state. See accompanying rates chart.
After an easement is recorded, the
landowner retains ownership of the land
and controls access (easement does not
convey public access), but the land will
be permanently retired from agricultural
production and development. For more
information on this program, contact
Dave Rickert, Biomass Technician at the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, at (952) 492-5457 or via e-mail at
drickert@co.scott.mn.us.

Thank you, Scott County! You
checked out 991,129 items from the
Scott County branch libraries in 2009.
In addition to all of the books, CDs,
DVDs, books on CD, magazines (yes,
magazines), and other items that you
checked out in 2009, the Online Premium Resources are becoming an increasingly important resource for the
reference librarians and for you.
Online premium resources
Through our website at
www.scott.lib.mn.us, every Scott
County resident has access to a wealth
of information, including over 70 online
premium resources (or databases). Some
of our resources are funded by the state,
some are funded by MELSA (Metropolitan Library Services Agency), and almost a third of them are funded by Scott
County as a vital and growing part of
our reference collection.
Though online premium resources
are quite expensive, they make good
economic sense. Reference books are
very expensive and can only be physically located in one branch, unless we
buy multiple copies. The advantage of
online premium resources is that they are
accessible to all residents no matter
where in the County they live. A Belle
Plaine customer has the same easy,
around-the-clock access to these resources as the one who lives in Savage.
Furthermore, online premium resources
are constantly updated, so we do not
have to wait for a new edition to be published to get the very latest information.
Questions to ask about any
information:
Currency: How recent is the information, and when was it last updated?
Accuracy: How reliable is the information, and are the facts accurate?
Any source, whether a library database or website, can have current and
accurate information. It is necessary to
think critically about all information that
you read or view.

Federal funds available for
natural resource improvements
Agricultural producers looking for
ways to solve natural resource problems
on their farms may apply now for assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) administered by the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). The
Minnesota NRCS announced that a scoring period to determine priority for funding applications will occur at the end of
February 2010. Nearly $22 million is
available to assist producers. According to Katundra Shears, District Conservationist with the NRCS office in Jordan, completed applications must be received at local NRCS Field Offices by
Friday, Feb. 26.
Through EQIP, landowners interested in conservation practices are provided both technical assistance and financial assistance to install eligible practices. For 2010, Minnesota producers
are eligible for two new practices —
drainage water management and sea-

sonal high tunnels for crops. Drainage
water management facilitates the management and control of existing tile
drainage systems by improving the water quality leaving the system. Seasonal
high tunnels, sometimes referred to as
“hoop houses,” are limited as a pilot
practice to determine if such structures
can provide environmental benefits with
increased production.
Participation in EQIP is limited to
agricultural producers. Organic producers, limited resource farmers, beginning
farmers, and underserved farmers were
designated in the 2008 Farm Bill as focused outreach groups and may benefit
from EQIP. This program provides assistance for a wide variety of conservation practices for treating cropland, grazing, forestry, feedlots, and wildlife.
To find out more about EQIP in
Minnesota, contact the NRCS field office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425 or visit
www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov.

How is a library online premium
resource different from a website?
Library online premium resources…
· … Get their information from
professionals or experts in the field.
· … Are searchable by keywords,
subject, author, magazine title, date, et
cetera.
· … Contain published works
where facts are checked.
· … Are easy to cite in a bibliography and may create the citation for
you.
· … Can help you narrow your
topic or suggest related subjects.
· … Are updated frequently and
include the date of publication.
Websites…
· …Require the user (you) to
make sure that the information is current and accurate.
· …Can be written by anyone regardless of expertise.
· …Can contain content that has
not been necessarily be checked by an
expert for accuracy.
· … Often do not provide the information necessary to create a complete
citation.
· … Often are not organized to

support student research needs.
· … May not indicate when a
page is updated.
The above information on databases, websites, and “Questions to ask
about any information” is based on the
Hennepin County Library System
webpage at http://hclib.org/pub/search/
Difference.cfm?Topic=Databases&Display,
and is used with their permission.
Scott County Library system subscription databases offer you access 24/
7 to thousands of reliable resources for
all ages:
Legal forms — Look at this database containing thousands of legal forms
for personal and business use, including
state specific forms.
Issues and controversies, covers
both sides of over 600 current, often
controversial topics in today’s news.
LearningExpress Library provides test preparation for ASVAB, ACT,
GED, GRE, Postal Worker, Citizenship,
basic skills, to name a few.
Grzimek’s Animal Life is a new
resource that will lessen the anxiety of
many a child and parent when writing
those animal homework assignments.
To use these online resources, you
will need your library card number
and your PIN.
1. Go to the library’s website at
www.scott.lib.mn.us.
2. Select “Online Reference Collection.”
3. Select one of the links to get
started.
4. Enter your library card number
and 4-digit PIN (password) and select
“Online Reference.”
5. Select your database. You may
need to enter your card and/or 4-digit
PIN (password) again.
If you have any questions about the
resources, need a PIN, or need more information, please call reference at (952)
707-1770, or call your local branch library. Enjoy, and spread the word! If
you haven’t visited the new Scott County
Library System online catalog lately,
please visit www.scott.lib.mn.us and
click on Web Catalog and Account Information.
The library staff is the most essential part of the library. Our staff is working to make selected library resources
available to you wherever you are, and
to make your visits to the library informative, useful, and entertaining. Please
call or visit if you have any questions,
or if you would like to share your ideas.
Library Administration, 952-707-1760
Renewal Line, 952-890-9184
www.scott.lib.mn.us
Belle Plaine Library, 952-873-6767;
Elko New Market Library;
952-461-3460;
Jordan Library, 952-492-2500;
New Prague Library, 952-758-2391;
Prior Lake Library, 952-447-3375;
Savage Library, 952-707-1770;
Scott County Law Library,
952-496-8713;
Shakopee Library, 952-233-9590.

Winter yard problems?
Call the Master Gardeners Yard and
Garden Hotline at (952) 466-5308.
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Scott County Highway Department thanks those
participating in the ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY Program:
Road#
60
21
2
17
21
42
27
37
16
79
83
12
42
83
8
2
81
10
44
83
14
42
79
64
7
10
71
23
42
56
8
81
75
16
15
17
15
91
18
27
46
15
78
2
79
3
15
68
5
66
15
10
10
68
2
75
87
8
16
79
101
82
27
15
27
9
89
18
64
15
17
8
89
27
89
2
81
77
Road#

62
Chad W. Nelson & Family
Adopt-A-Highway Participants
16
Kennedy Transmission
Gerold Pool & Concrete, Inc.
8
The
Families of Meadow Wood Court
American Glass & Mirror, Inc
8
The Graham Family
Havlicek’s Veseli Vrsek Orchard
8
TLCF Inc. – In Memory of Timothy Correll
Scott County Employee Association
8
MN Horse & Hunt Club
Prior Lake Rotary Club
23
Triggers Restaurant & Saloon
Haugen Insurance Agency
14
Shakopee Boy Scout Troop 218
American National Insurance
Anchor Glass
Boyd Family – Scott, Pauline, Ian, Heather 101
The Slack Family
New Prague Student Council/Honor Society 64
23
Scott County JAF
Ducks Unlimited – Prior Lake Chapter
23
Doyle Grandchildren
Family of Eugene Strehlow
2
Illuminations-Collectibles
SMSC Gaming Enterprise
59
Allen Schmitz Family
Boy Scout Troop 339
66
Sponsel’s Minnesota Harvest Orchard
The Badhwa family
69
Contreras Family
Canterbury Park Racetrack & Card Club
85
The Tietz Family
Beckendorf & Thur Grandparent Memorial
101
IBR Realty
New Market Elko Webster Lions Club
61
Jordan Lions
Fish Lake Immanuel Lutheran Church
83
TCF Bank
Fish Lake Immanuel Lutheran Church
79
Marine Corps League
Bruce & Pam Beckstad & Family
69
Jim & Mary Monnens Family
The Family/Friends of Allie Jo Luhman
29
Friends
& Family of SPC Hunter Johnson
Shakopee Towing & Mini Storage Inc.
59
Sponsel’s Minnesota Harvest Apple Orchard
Prior Lake Snowmobile Association
62
Thompson Farm Road Crew
Wayne Burville Plumbing
7
Farmland Paint Ball Club
Belle Plaine Area DFL
6
National Wild Turkey Federation
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
3
Salon Bravo in Belle Plaine
East Gateway 4-H Club
27
The Wyder Family
Robling Families
53
Belle Plaine Girl Scouts
The Sticha/Horton Family
16
The Families of Carmen & Frank Dircks
Mdewakanton Explorers Post
7
The Bob and Elsie Beckius Family
Sonnek Family
56
Keith
Rezac & Patrick Samuelson
New Market Sportsmen’s Club
91
Legends Club
In Memory of Ralph and Dolores Menden
11
Southern MN Towing CARHELP
Flom/Heaney Family
21
PSR Automation, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Burnet - Shakopee
5
Anderson Family
Shakopee Community Education
87
Smith & DeRudder Families
Cross of Peace Lutheran Church
91
Jill B. Fisette Kes Realty
Helping Hand 4-H Club
27
New Market Fire Department
The Gearey’s
66
Carver Scott Co-op Spring Lake Area
Prior Lake State Bank Employees
11
Friends & Family of Hunter R. Klaseus
Prior Lake VFW Post 6208
46
B’s
Pumping
Christiana Lutheran Church
61
Girl & Boy Scouts of Jordan
PSR Automation, Inc.
17
In memory of Brian Jenny
Shakopee Rotary
78
St. John’s Lutheran
C-r Team at Edina Realty
78
Friendship Church Men’s Ministry
Earth Protectors
4
Quality Detailed House Inspections
Brad’s Barber Shop
1
Belle Plaine BBQ Days Royalty
Schoenbauer’s Country Corral
86
Faith
Community Church
William B. Jennings and Friends
21
Sieloff and Associates, P.A.
The Orin & Linda Kruschke Family
27
Pat & Jeanne O’Halloran Family
Carey Development Jordan
62
Revak Family
Feyereisen Family
23
Boy Scout Troop 331
Lydia Zion United Methodist Church
76
Jordan Jaycee’s
Al and Mary Schroeder Family
91
Bolton & Menk, Inc.
Clarence Muelken Family
61
Curtis & Diane McClintock Family
New Prague Sno-Drifters
15
McCloud Family
The Family of Jack & Margaret Casey
56 & PO 87
The DeGross Families/Connelly Family
Mike & Pat Pennington and Family
86
The
Moschkau
Schulstad Family
Farmers Insurance – Dan Kuhl Agency
86
C&H Sport Surfaces
Southdale YMCA Camp Kici Yapi
64
Halling Engineering
Edina Realty, Inc. – Shakopee Office
56
Quam
& McKenzie’s Cedar Lake Redbones
Shakopee Valley Lions
2
River Valley Church
Mdewakanton Emergency Services
64
Carver-Scott Educational Coop-3C’s
Chlan Families
2
Helena Helpers 4-H
MN Valley Electric Co-op
11
Fertimix
The Roland & Betty Boegeman Family
16
Robert J Beck Jr/Christine Drees Family
Employees of Siwek Lumber
16
Peter’s Pumpkins & Carmen’s Corn
Kubes Family
81
Fish Lake Sportsman Club
Family Gomez-Pecina
10
Fish Lake Sportsman Club
Holzer Families
The Minar Families
Roads Open for Adoption:
Scott County STS Program
Road #
From – To
Mile(s)
The Mike & Diane Seifert Family
64
CR 89 to Xanadu
2
AVAILABLE
The W.J. Hammes Family
68
CR 27 to CR 23
2
AVAILABLE
Olson Dental
51
CR 1 So. to TH 19 2
AVAILABLE
In Memory of Jerusha Kesler
87
CR 21 to CR 68
2
AVAILABLE
Environmental Equipment
87
CR 8 to CR 62
2
AVAILABLE
Contact Lyn Rohe at Scott County Public Works via
Scott County Home Educators
email (LRohe@co.scott.mn.us) or phone (952) 496-8367
Greg & Julie Stoks Family
if you are interested in adopting one of the available
Adopt-A-Highway Participants
sections shown above.

Check your credit
report annually
Credit reports have become increasingly important to modern life. Your credit report can mean the
difference between getting a job or being turned down,
getting an apartment, or the interest rate charged on
your new car purchase. Here are five reasons why
you should check your report annually by going to
www.annualcreditreport.com (the only government
sponsored site):

♦ To make sure everything is correct and truly
your information;
♦ To check the history of your payments and
what has been reported as your payment history;
♦ To watch for identity theft, making sure no
one is using your name or social security information;
♦ To look at inquiries — who is looking at your
report, and are you hurting yourself applying for unneeded credit? And
♦ To detect credit fraud and unauthorized
charges – these need to be addressed quickly.
A credit report is an individual report. Your spouse/
partner must check their own report and make corrections as necessary. Also remember, the credit score is
never free. If you see an advertisement for a free score,
get out your credit card or bank account information
because they will be signing you up for some ongoing
service that you don’t need. Your credit history is
important, at the very least review it annually. By going to www.annualcreditreport.com you will find instructions to order your reports online, but also an
“800” number or a written form to send in. You can
receive all three major reports by filling in one form.
For more credit/debt information contact Sue Hooper,
Accredited Financial Counselor with Scott County
Extension, at (952) 492-5383.

Help is available
on legal issues
Questions about legal issues concerning housing,
taxes, immigration, or consumer issues may be difficult to get answered. LawHelpMN.org is an Internet
site covering various legal topics.
The topics are divided into categories, such as
public benefits or family law. Categories offer printed
informational fact sheets and a locator for legal help
within your geographic location. The site provides information on help for low-income clients, but a great
deal of information is available for all users. You can
access the site at www.lawHelpmn.org.
For other financial information, including information on credit and debt issues, look at the publications available from the Attorney General’s office at
www.ag.state.mn.us. The Credit Handbook is rich with
information concerning debt and collection problems.
For more information and help finding credible information and help, call Sue Hooper, Scott Extension
Resource Management Educator, at (952) 492-5383.

Law enforcement
scholarships
available
The Scott County Law Enforcement Memorial
Scholarship Committee is currently accepting applications. Scholarships are open to Scott County residents or those people employed in Scott County who
are pursuing careers in law enforcement; applications
are available at any law enforcement agency in Scott
County (including the Sheriff’s Office) or through your
high school career guidance office. Scholarships will
be announced during National Police Week in the
middle of May.
Scott County has always had an outstanding reputation for its high standards for professional law enforcement officers. Because of the desire to remember our officers who have died while actively employed
in law enforcement, the Scott County Law Enforcement Memorial Scholarship Committee continues to
promote law enforcement professionalism through this
annual scholarship.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Are you in the dark while driving in
inclement weather? Turn on headlights!
According to Minnesota State Statute 169.48, headlights must be used during weather conditions that include rain, snow, hail, sleet, or fog and anytime you
cannot clearly see the road ahead for a distance of at least 500 feet and at any time
from sunset to sunrise.* Aww, do we have to? We’re afraid we’ll forget to turn the
lights off when we park the car on a rainy or snowy day, and we’ll come back to
find a dead battery. That’s a huge hassle.
For most of us, this is still an excuse. Even for those of us with daytime running lights or headlights that automatically turn on when sensors indicate a need,
your taillights aren’t activated. You’re just not as visible in inclement weather
from behind. If you aren’t sure, check to see if your taillights are on when your
running lights or sensored headlights are activated.
A good number of us have been driving long enough to know that if we’re
having any difficulty navigating the road and seeing at any distance, it’s a sure bet
someone else will come along who can’t “see” our efforts. It just makes sense if
the weather is dark enough, stormy enough, or wet enough. It’s particularly tricky
to see those light colored vehicles – beige, gold, and grey – when they don’t have
their headlights activated.

Lighting and Wipers
The wiper system keeps excessive water, snow, or dirt from building up on the
windshield and removes them to maintain clear visibility through the windshield.
The lighting system provides nighttime visibility, signals and alerts other drivers,
and supplies light for viewing instruments and the vehicle’s interior.
Did you know as many as 25 percent of us
have vehicles on the road with bad wiper blades?
Lights and wipers play a major role in safe driving – the chances of accidents increase if you
can’t see or be seen. If you detect any problems with your car’s lights or wipers, have them
checked out at once. They are normal wear items
that require periodic replacement. Factors affecting replacement intervals include:
• Operating conditions (winter conditions
are tough on wiper blades, especially if you use
them to remove frost and ice from the windshield
instead of scraping),
• Frequency of use,
• Material and type of lights and wipers,
• Sunny weather – wiper blades can deteriorate faster and need more frequent replacement in desert states.
States that have enacted the “wipers on, lights on” regulation range from Oregon to Connecticut, Florida to Minnesota. Soon, this safety law will be in effect
nationwide. The law is designed to increase visibility and enhance safety. Try to
get in the habit of turning on our headlights when it’s raining, snowing, sleeting or
foggy. Activating headlights during foul weather makes for safer driving because
other motorists can see you better. You know you’re a good driver anyway, right?
It’s the other drivers we have to worry about!

Defrosting Requirement
Since we’re discussing inclement weather and safe driving requirements, Minnesota State Statute 169.71 Subdivision 3 requires that “no person shall drive any
motor vehicle with the windshield or front side windows covered with steam or
frost to such an extent as to prevent proper vision.” We’ve all seen individuals
driving around, face pushed up to the glass, trying to see the road out of a small
scraped spot on their windshield. They may as well cut a 5” by 5” circle out of a
paper bag and drive with that over their heads. Many complain that the cold and
ice make for cold hands when scraping off the car windows. In fact, this may be a
major reason why so many people ignore clearing the windshield before driving
off into winter weather conditions, a very unsafe practice. (Unfortunately for the
budding inventor, an ice and snow scraper with warming mitt has already been
invented.)
Don’t be in the dark. Turn your lights on when your wipers are activated.
Scrape the snow, ice and frost off your windshield. You’ll be able to see the
road and other drivers will be able to see you. It’s difficult and dangerous enough
driving during severe weather. You may as well try to increase your odds of
arriving to your destination safely.
Below is the Minnesota state law relating to use of headlights:
169.48 VEHICLE LIGHTING.
Subdivision 1. Lights to be displayed. (a) Every vehicle upon a highway
within this state:
(1) At any time from sunset to sunrise;
(2) At any time when it is raining, snowing, sleeting, or hailing; and
(3) At any other time when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or
other conditions or there is not sufficient light to render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of 500 feet ahead;
shall display lighted headlamps, lighted tail lamps, and illuminating devices,
as hereinafter, respectively, required for different classes of vehicles, subject to
exceptions with respect to parked vehicles and law enforcement vehicles, as hereinafter stated.
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Local bars, restaurants
participate in Home for
the Holidays Campaign
From December 20, 2009 through
January 4, 2010, the Scott County Safe
Communities Coalition sponsored the
Sixth Annual Home for the Holidays
Designated Driver Program. The Coalition is coordinated by Public Health,
which partners with the Scott County
Attorney’s Office; the Highway Department; Transit; Administration; state,
county, and local law enforcement; all
Scott County school districts; local hospitals; MADD (Mothers Against Drunk
Driving); AAA Minnesota/Iowa; the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Fire/Emergency Services; and local citizens and
businesses.
The goal of the campaign was to
promote awareness of the dangers of
driving while impaired and to encourage people to utilize a designated driver
if they choose to drink. This year was
very successful, with 72 bars and restaurants within Scott County participating.
The following establishments provided free non-alcoholic beverages to
customers who identified themselves as
designated drivers during the campaign.
Please thank these businesses for helping to ensure that their customers arrived
home safely over the holidays and for
helping our County work toward the goal
of zero traffic deaths related to impaired
driving.
Belle Plaine: Andy’s Bar, Belle
Plaine Vets Club, Borough Bowl, Hucks
Shipwreck Saloon, Johan’s Bar, Neil’s
Pub, Red Door, Sparetime Tavern, Valley View Golf
Elko New Market: Bergstrom’s,
Bulls Eye Saloon, Captain Black’s,
Leo’s, The End Zone
Jordan: Brewer’s Bar, Clancy’s,
Country Prime Time, Jack’s Bar,

Moola’s Bar, O.K. Corral & Saloon,
Ridges at Sand Creek
New Prague: City Club Bar, Classic Grille & Bar, Corner Bar, El Tequila,
Fishtale Grill, Flipside Pub & Grill,
Miller’s Tap, Pioneer Saloon,
Schumacher’s Hotel and Grill 212,
Simon’s Sportsman’s Bar, St. Patrick’s
Tavern, Strike Force Bowl, Union Hill
Bar
Prior Lake: Basement Bar & Grill,
Captain Jack’s, The Cove, Doherty’s
Tavern, Extra Innings Saloon, Fong’s
Chinese Cuisine, Jazz Co Café, Legends
Club Grill, Minnesota Horse & Hunt
Club, O’Malley’s On Main, Prior Lake
VFW #6208, The Wilds Golf Course,
T.J. Hooligan’s
Savage: American Legion Dan
Patch Post #643, Applebees, Buffalo Tap
& Grill, Buffalo Wild Wings,
McHugh’s, Neisen’s Sports Bar, Tin
Shed Tavern
Shakopee: American Legion Post
No. 2, Applebee’s, Arizona’s, Arnie’s
Friendly Folks Club, Babe’s Place, Canterbury Park Concessions, Chili’s,
Dangerfields, El Toro, Hater’s Bar and
Grill, Louisville Lanes, Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant, Pullman Club, Shakopee
Eagles Club #4120, Stonebrooke Golf
Course, Turtles, VFW Post #4046
Lakeville: Red Fox Tavern
The primary goal of the Scott
County Safe Communities Coalition is
to promote awareness and knowledge of
Scott County residents regarding the
consequences of drinking and driving,
providing alcohol to minors, distracted
driving, speeding and seat belt/passenger safety use. For more information or
to partner with the Coalition, please contact Angie Lefebvre, Scott County Public Health, at (952) 496-8555.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Special hunts planned for veterans
Turkey hunt set for disabled veterans at Camp Ripley
Applications are now available for the Sixth Annual Physically Disabled Veterans Turkey Hunt. Sponsored by the St. Cloud VA Medical Center, the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, and Minnesota National Guard’s Camp Ripley,
this special hunt will take place April 20 - 22, 2010 at Camp Ripley in Little Falls.
The Physically Disabled Veterans Turkey Hunt is available to physically disabled veterans who receive outpatient treatment at a VA Medical Center, or veterans who are eligible for VA care and cannot hunt during the regular firearms season.
Limited space is available. To request an application, call the St. Cloud VA
Medical Center Voluntary Service office at (320) 255-6394. Applications must be
received by Friday, February 12, 2010.

Minnesota military personnel invited to 2nd Annual
“Operation: Upland Pheasant Hunt”
The Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever (PF) is inviting Minnesota
military personnel who have returned from actively serving abroad within the past
two years to participate in their Second Annual Operation: Upland Pheasant Hunt.
Up to 50 veterans will receive an all-expenses-paid morning of pheasant hunting,
lunch, and an afternoon of sporting clays at the Caribou Gun Club and Hunting
Preserve in Le Sueur on Saturday, March 27.
“Minnesota troops have put their
pheasant hunting trips on hold while serving our country abroad,” said Stacy Dvorak,
Scott County PF Public Relations and Outreach Chair and Operation: Upland Pheasant Hunt coordinator. “We want to recognize the sacrifices these men and women
have made and welcome them home with
a well-deserved day afield. During the Inaugural OUPH held on March 28, 2009,
we had veterans from 36 different cities across Minnesota – including troops from
the 148th Air Wing out of Duluth,” Dvorak stated. “Our goal is to raise enough
funds to be able to expand the hunt from 50 up to 75 or 100 returning veterans.”
Registration opened January 5 and is limited to the first 50 registrants. To
register, log onto www.scottcountypf.org (Military Hunt Page) and complete the
pre-registration form, or for further information, contact Stacy Dvorak at (612)
202-6119 or via e-mail at ouph@scottcountypf.org. A tax deductible, “free-will”
donation to sponsor a serviceman and/or woman can be sent to: Scott County Pheasants Forever, 1118 S. Madison Street, Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379-2059 or online
through our website.
OUPH is sponsored by Scott County Pheasants Forever #125 with support
from Federal Premium Ammunition; Caribou Gun Club & Hunting Preserve; FAN
Outdoors; PF National; Minnesota Valley Electric; VFW Post 4393 – Northfield,
and private donors.
For more information about veteran’s benefits and services, please call our
office at (952) 496-8176.

News from Three Rivers Park District

Enjoy Valentine’s Day, maple
syruping, winter activities at parks
The Landing -- Minnesota River
Heritage Park
Saturday, February 1 — Victorian
Valentine’s Day
Celebrate Valentine’s Day and
Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday with
the family! Make a Victorian Valentine’s
card, and discover the magic of a Victorian Valentine’s celebration. Spend some
time outdoors and ride a
kicksled. Enjoy the
warmth of a stove, a hot
beverage, and cookies at
the O’Connor Boarding House. In honor
of Lincoln’s birthday, hear stories of
Lincoln’s life and help assemble kidsized log cabins in the Depot. Special
guided tour in Eagle Creek Village. Enter park from West Entrance. Cost: Ages
2 and up, $7; children under 2 free. All
ages! Reservations required; call (763)
559-6700 and use Activity #1384071.
Saturday, March 20 — Maple Syrup
through History
11 a.m.-3 p.m., The Landing. Follow sap from “tree to tap” and from
syrup to sugar as you discover
Minnesota’s rich history of maple
syruping. Ride a trolley pulled by
Percheron horses, journey to the sugar
bush with a naturalist, and visit with
maple makers from the past. Cost: 12

and up, $7; 2 to 11 and seniors, $5; and
children under 2 free. Fun for all ages!
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
Cross-country ski trails (12 miles/
19.4K) -- These challenging, groomed
trails are for advanced-level skiing and
ski-skating. The trails feature steep uphill grades and downhill runs through
thick woods. Trails are open from sunrise until sunset. A daily or annual Three
Rivers Park District ski pass is required.
Call (763) 559-6700 for information.
Snowmobile trail (4 miles; no
trailer parking) -- This stretch of trail provides a connection across the southern
edge of the park to an outside snowmobile trail system.
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Registration for Cleary golf lessons
begins at 8 a.m. March 4. Group lesson
registrations are taken online, by mail,
by phone, or in person; payment is made
at time of registration. Call (763) 5596700 or go online at ThreeRivers
Parks.org. To schedule private lesson,
call (763) 694-7777.; payment is required at time of lesson. For a lesson
schedule, download the Golf Academy
Guide at ThreeRiversParks.org/golfing.
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SCHS schedule includes
St. John’s Bible exhibit,
Valentine’s Tea, Kids’ Kraft
Book a Guided Exhibit Tour of the
new Read All About It! 1950s Scott
County Headlines exhibit at the Stans
Museum/Scott County Historical Society. Immerse yourself in the Fabulous
Fifties through Scott County newspapers, from Queen Candidates to the Cold
War. This exhibit has loads of information, and several hands-on activities.
Tour guides offer an in-depth look into
exhibit topics, and can be tailored to fit
your needs. Call (952) 445-0378.
Coffee Conversations — Take part
in informal conversations on the first
Wednesday of each
month on a variety of
topics. From noon to 1
p.m.; free for SCHS
members, $4 for adults,
$2 for students. For details, please call
(952) 445-0378.
♦ March 6 — 1950s Films (“Big
Splash” musicals, Westerns, drama—
we’ll cover it all)
♦ April 7 – Transportation in the
1950s (fins and chrome)
Victorian Valentine’s Teas — February 13, “Language of the Flower” at
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Enjoy tea,
scrumptious treats, and a Victorian-era
program in celebration of Valentine’s
Day! Dressed in
period-authentic
clothing and set
against the backdrop of the historic Stans House,
presenter Jaclyn Theis will explore
courtship during the Victorian age. From
the way fans were held to how flowers
were arranged, men and women could
make their feelings for one another
known in many ways without actually
speaking. Don’t miss out on learning
their secrets! Tea and treats will follow
the program on Saturday, February 13,
2010. Two tea times offered: 10:30 a.m.
(register through Shakopee Community
Education) and 1:30 p.m. (register
through Scott County Historical Society). Registrations required, small fee
charged, discount for Scott County Historical Society members.
Sherlock Holmes — in Minnesota?
Author Jeff Falkingham presents a special “Sherlock Holmes” talk at the Scott
County Historical Society, February 18
at 6:30 p.m. The presentation introduces
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock
Holmes; gives a glimpse into what was
going on in Minnesota during the great
detective’s heyday (late 1800s); offers a
quick review of “Holmes” books and
films (including the current one); and
summarizes the challenges and rewards
of writing historical fiction. Following
the presentation is a Q&A session with
the audience, and Mr. Falkingham will
sell and sign his books. The presentation is free with SCHS admission ($4
for adults, $2 for students, members
free), which includes admission to the
museum galleries.
Kids Kraft, February 27: “Keeping Warm” — Grab the kids and head
to the Stans Museum for some Saturday
morning family fun, including a kid’s
craft and rousing good story. Saturday,
February 27, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Free,
but registration is required.
♦ Story: My Little House ABCs
by Laura Ingalls Wilder, Craft: Quilted
magnets

Farm Stories for Kids and Adults
with Local Author Gordon Fredrickson
— Local author Gordon Fredrickson
presents his book “If I Were a Farmer”
at the Scott County Historical Society
on March 11 at 6:30 p.m. Born in New
Prague, Mr. Frederickson will reenact
and reminisce about what it was like to
grow up on a farm in Scott County. A
Q&A session will follow the presentation, and Mr. Fredrickson will sign and
sell his books. The presentation is free
with SCHS admission ($4 for adults, $2
for students, members free), which includes admission to the museum.
Maple Syrup Time at The Landing – Saturday, March 20, 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. SCHS is serving up warm mapleflavored brats, chips, and hot beverages
during this cool event. Proceeds from
the food sales benefit the SCHS.
Kids Kraft, March 27: “Easter
Time” — Grab the kids and head to the
Stans Museum for some Saturday morning family fun, including a kid’s craft
and rousing good story. Saturday, March
27, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Free, but registration is required.
♦ Story: The Odd Egg by Emily
Gravett, Craft: Easter egg cups
Limited Run Exhibit of St. John’s
Illuminated Bible Prints — This exhibit
runs from April 20 to May 22, 2010.
(Special SCHS Members Only preview
on April 17.) The exhibit consists of
twenty-five prints from The Saint John’s
Bible, commissioned by Saint John’s
Abbey and University in Collegeville,
Minnesota. This Bible is the first commissioned handwritten, illuminated
Bible in the modern era. The Saint
John’s Bible incorporates medieval processes by the use of vellum, quills, natural handmade inks, hand ground pigments, and gild. It also employs the
modern, English translation of the New
Revised Standard Version, as well as
contemporary scripts and illuminations.
All Things Minnesota Book Club
– Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters – Crochet/Knitters Welcome Too! Meets the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. Bring your needles, yarn, fabric,
and trim for a fun evening of needlecraft.
Beginners through masters welcome!
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for some
events. Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
Become a Member!
Membership Benefits Include:
Free admission to the museum, research
library, and select programs; 100 percent
tax deductible; quarterly Connections
newsletter;
10 percent
discount on
copies and
museum
store purchases; invitations to special events, exhibit openings, and lectures; and support for the
preservation of Scott County history!
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Historical SCENE

Surviving the elements: Wild weather in Scott County
Considering the recent snowstorms and cold
“Alberta clippers” we have been experiencing, it seems
fitting to revisit an article written by Scott County Historical Society curator Patrick Rodgers in December
2005.
As we think back on the terrible tsunamis, hurricanes, and earthquakes that are already an important
part of world history, Minnesotans should find little to
complain about weather-wise. The extreme cold, heavy
snows and mosquito-plagued summers seem insignificant next to the power of a Hurricane Katrina. Just as
we gain perspective through events that happened only
a few years ago, historical records can help us reflect
on how earlier Scott County residents survived the elements, from blizzards and floods to droughts and locust plagues. A search through the photographs and
archives at the Scott County Historical Society reveals
the fortitude, ingenuity, and even enjoyment of past
residents when severe weather struck.

tlers’ fields. Newton Southworth of Belle Plaine described what he saw in a letter of August 28, 1857:
“I am fearful that the grasshoppers may visit this
frontier of the Territory. They are now within a few
miles of here destroying everything in their way. They
will go into a field of wheat of 25 or 30 acres and eat
it whole in a few hours…This afternoon for nearly two
hours the air was full of the grasshoppers. They passed
over my house and but a very few left the main flock.
We have some 130 hens and chickens, and it was fine
sport to them when a grasshopper came to the
ground—These grasshoppers are from the North and
bound in a South Easterly course and wherever they
light they destroy every green thing. They devour everything in 24 hours time. I hope we may be spared
from their ravages.”4

A Life Changing Storm
In various settlements throughout what became
Scott County, the Dakota people witnessed all types
of weather during their hundred years in the Minnesota River Valley. Samuel Pond, a missionary to the
Dakota who lived among Chief Shakpe’s band in the
1830s, described the near-death experience of a Dakota acquaintance. Cloud Man, chief of a village on
Lake Calhoun, told Pond of being caught in a blizzard
while hunting on the plains near the Missouri River.
He and his companions pulled blankets over themselves and lay down where they were, letting the snow
cover them in cold, but protective pockets to wait out
the storm. To his surprise, Cloud Man and each of his
companions emerged the next day alive, though weak
from cold. During his confinement in his little bubble
of snow, Cloud Man thought about farming — a controversial occupation for the Dakota, who were primarily hunters. After the storm, he did indeed begin
one of the first Dakota agricultural settlements on Lake
Calhoun, an experimental village known as
“Eatonville.”1

Early Settlers and Weather Worries
Scott County received an influx of settlers after
the 1851 treaties with the Dakota that opened the land
to settlement. One of the earliest pioneers to the
Shakopee area, Moses Titus, described the first lonely
winter of the few settlers who arrived almost before
the ink on the treaties was dry:
“The winter was long, and cold, no news, no festivities, no pleasures, parties, no dancing (unless to
warm freezing toes), and no papers from St. Paul or
Ft. Snelling…Our town proprietor [Thomas A.
Holmes] did not starve, his Indian friends brought him
plenty of venison; potatoes were to be had at the old
Mission site (S.W. Pond’s) and towards spring our
heroes in their rambles captured a large bear. This
was rare sport, and furnished them with food, and fun,
for a full month.”
Not that weather was less worrisome when spring
arrived, as Titus went on to point out: “The winter
(ended) in due time. Years come and go, Shakopee or
no Shakopee, and with the spring, the floods came,
the winds blew, and from the foot of the bluff, on the
south side of the Minnesota River, to the bluff on the
north, was one continuous sheet of water. The Indian
canoe glided to and fro from above the window.”2
As Minnesota opened up to white settlement, it
was “pitched” to eager pioneers in various ways. Some
writers tried to counter rumors of a harsh environment;
others proclaimed the vigor and “robustness” gained
from the cold, dry climate. Writing in 1853, Wesley
Bond strongly put forward the case for a stalwart northern temperament among the settlers: “To begin with,
if you are of that incorrigible class of persons who
have taken it into their brains that no part of this great
globe is habitable, by reason of the cold, to a higher
degree of latitude than about forty degrees north, we
have no use for you.”3
While the cold and snow of winter was probably
foremost on settlers’ minds, nature produced other
surprises. In 1857, a storm cloud of another sort covered Minnesota as a plague of locusts ravaged the set-

“A Glorious Old Storm”
March of 1899 saw a major snowfall in Shakopee.
A photograph (above) from the time shows C.J. Strunk
looking over his shoveling work in front of the businesses along First Street. In front of Strunk a hitching
post is dwarfed by a pile of snow. The photograph
tells us something of winter weather gear at the turn of
the century. Only one person in the picture is wearing
what we would think of today as a winter jacket—the
man at the right in the fur coat and hat. The rest have
ventured out to shovel in coats and ties (though it could
be that it was not all that cold that March). Another
photograph taken just after the storm shows the snow
removal system in 1899—two men with a horse-drawn
wagon who haul the snow away. The Argus dismissed
what looks from the photographs to have been a major storm, saying, “Wasn’t that a glorious old storm
we had Saturday night and Sunday? There is no scarcity of snow here at this writing.”5

A Depression Drought
In marked contrast to the winter weather mentioned
above, the summer of 1936 brought a terrible drought
to all of Minnesota. For almost 13 days, the temperature barely dropped below an unbearable 100 degrees.6
Lake levels around the county dropped dramatically

“Low Water” picture, Prior Lake 1936, Courtesy of
Gene Simpkins.

as people slept out of doors to find some coolness at
night. Parts of Prior Lake resembled grassland. The
shallower Cedar Lake near New Prague went so dry
that the Civilian Conservation Corps., a Depressionera relief organization, worked to save it. They installed a diversion dam that channeled water from a
nearby ditch into the dry lake bed. The water helped
raise the lake level until the rains returned.

The Armistice Day Blizzard
Even with the modern conveniences of heating,
electricity, and automobiles, severe weather still
wreaked havoc in Scott County in the 1940s. Novem-

ber 11 was Armistice Day, a day marking peace at the
end of World War I. But in 1940, on the verge of
another World War, the day was anything but peaceful.
Fine fall weather turned abruptly into a hard freezing rain that coated the streets. By mid-morning, the
snow was falling as well as the temperature, and by
midday the blizzard was in full force. Local papers
describe the escalating dangers of “tornadic winds”
and “15-foot drifts.” Motorists were apparently taken
by surprise, and had to abandon their cars as the roads
became impassable. The only human deaths in Scott
County were two Minneapolis men who stayed in their
car near Belle Plaine to wait out the storm. One of
them wrote to his girlfriend to pass the time, telling
her he was quite comfortable in the heated car, and
had even taken off his shoes. Snow piled up underneath the car and clogged the exhaust pipe, flooding
the car with carbon monoxide and killing the men.
In Shakopee, an electrical highline snapped, which
sent the town into utter darkness. Those with electric
heating had to wait out a very cold night. Snow plows
could not get through because of all the stranded cars.
In and around Belle Plaine and Shakopee, every hotel,
farmhouse, and public building was filled with stranded
motorists or school children seeking shelter. In New
Prague, 200 turkeys froze as farmer Edward Palma
tried to get them to shelter.7
These stories are not merely tall tales of exceptional weather. Part of their historical value is the way
they show the interaction between society and our environment. Some of these interactions — such as locust plagues and blizzards — are humbling, putting a
stop to social “life as usual” and leaving us at nature’s
mercy. These stories also show how people adapted
to radical changes in their environment, helping each
other cope with nature’s antagonism and upholding
social bonds that we rely on during times of distress.
We see this in the way people opened their homes to
strangers in Belle Plaine during the 1940 blizzard, and
how men who had lost their jobs in the Great Depression labored to save Cedar Lake during the 1936
drought. And, of course, there are lessons about preparedness and safety to be learned from every storm
or disaster, whether it’s the 1906 earthquake and fire
that leveled San Francisco or 2005 Gulf Coast hurricanes. Studying history is one way to prepare for future crises. If you would like to know more about this
topic, visit the Scott County Historical Society on the
web
and
search
our
collections
at
www.scottcountyhistory.org.
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SCALE: News you can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

News from Savage
Highway 13/101
intersection to be under
construction through 2010
Congestion relief and improved safety in the area
of Highway 13 and 101 in Savage are on the horizon.
However… commuters, be warned: Things will get
worse before they get better.
A $14 million road improvement project by the
Minnesota Department of Transportation is set to begin this May. Traffic flow will be restricted to two lanes
in both the east and westbound directions. During offpeak and nighttime hours, lanes may be reduced to
one lane — or there may be temporary lane closures
and detours. Commuters typically traveling north on
Highway 13 to cross the Minnesota River are advised
to consider alternative routes during the construction
period. The project is expected to be completed by the
end of the year.
The project involves the construction of an interchange at the Highway 13 and 101 intersection, along
with lighting and modifications to local road accesses.
The interchange will feature a bridge and retaining
walls that will carry eastbound traffic over the north
and southbound lanes. Left turns on and off Highway
13/101 will be signalized, and existing accesses to
Louisiana and Rhode Island Avenues from Highway
13 will be closed (right turns will be allowed at Highway 101 and Zinran Avenue).
The project’s timeline was accelerated when federal funding became available. The project funding (in
2009 dollars) includes $6.88 million from the Federal
Surface Transportation program, $1.76 million from
Scott County, $660,000 from the State Safety Capacity fund, and approximately $4.7 million from the
Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The
improvements are being constructed through a “design-build” process, helping to speed up the project.

When finished, the project is expected to reduce
the number of crashes by a whopping 80 percent. The
Highway 13/101 intersection had been ranked 18th
among the top 200 highest crash cost intersections in
the state, according to data from 2005-2007. With 106
crashes in the area and 33 percent resulting in injury,
the annual cost of crashes per year is estimated at $1.2
million.
For more information on the Highway 13/101
improvement project, visit www.cityofsavage.com/
engineering-projects and scroll down to “2010 Construction.”

News from Prior Lake
Why extend County Road
21 — and why now?
By Prior Lake Mayor Mike Myser
The extension of County Road (CR) 21 to the north
will provide another key north-south linkage for Scott
County to the metropolitan area. In addition, the roadway will provide a secondary access to hundreds of
homes in the Deans Lake area of Shakopee. This project
has been contemplated by Prior Lake and Scott County
for nearly 30 years, and should provide multiple benefits, such as the ability to continue to travel expeditiously for work or recreation purposes; businesses can
be assured their customers and suppliers can reach
them; the area in general can continue to grow, because adjacent transit ways have been planned and
built; and Prior Lake’s downtown will be more accessible to more customers helping us to be robust and
growing.
Less than 15 years ago, CR 21 was a two-lane
undivided bituminous road beginning at CR 42 on the
north and ending at CR 27 on the east. Transportation
plans have long contemplated that CR 21 would be
“Main Street” in Prior Lake, and an important northsouth and east-west connector for the entire County. It
was also contemplated that the original two-lane segment would be expanded to a four-lane divided highway. This improvement was completed by Scott
County some years ago after the Wagon Bridge in Prior
Lake was upgraded to carry the traffic.
The next improvement to CR 21 was from CR 27
to I-35. This segment was also originally two undivided lanes, and has subsequently been improved to a
four-lane divided highway. The final improvement to
CR 21 will be a four-lane divided highway segment,
which will begin from the north at CR 18 and move
southerly to the intersection of CR 21 and CR 42. Although the proposed roadway terminates at CR 18 on
the north, it does provide easy access and egress to
Highway 169 (as state intersection spacing requirements prohibit direct connection to 169).
The alignment for the final segment of CR 21 in

Windmill

Shakopee is slated to intersect with CR 18 one block
north of Home Depot. The new road will travel west
toward Dean’s Lake and then jog south to intersect
with CR 16. From there, the road travels southward
and into Prior Lake where it intersects with CR 42 just
east of Jeffers Waterfront and Prior Lake Fire Station
No. 2.
Construction of this roadway segment was originally estimated at $25 million, with improvements contemplated over two years. But federal stimulus money
has made this project financially feasible today. Thanks
to the current competitive market, the construction
costs have been bid at $20 million. Through stimulus
dollars and other sources, the federal government will
provide $17 million; Scott County will pay the lion’s
share of the remaining $3 million; Prior Lake and
Shakopee are responsible for the rest.
In reality, the northerly extension of CR 21 has
been underway for years, because many of the steps
take time. For example, the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) alone took almost five years to complete. However, here’s what has been completed so
far:
• EIS
• Alignment
• Roadway design
• Acquisition of Right of Way (as development in
Shakopee took place, land was set aside)
• Funding
• Bidding
• Contracts
• Clearing and grading is underway
• Anticipated roadway opening in the fall of 2011
Larger transportation corridors are necessary, but
they are not without challenges. Traffic, sound enforcement, and accidents will be minimized as much as
possible. But Scott County and its cities face a significant challenge as Prior Lake and Scott County seek to
attract business and quality residential development.
Both require effective transportation routes.
For more information on CR 21, please check the
Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or contact Mitch Rasmussen at (952) 496-8346.
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power usage as well as what is happening outdoors. Instead of having an electric bill, they get paid for the electricity
that is sold to the power company. This
provides an incentive to conserve electricity and get paid in the process.
Thanks in part to Heidi and Hans’
turbine, Scott County amended its Zoning Ordinance for non-commercial
WECS (wind energy conversion system)
under 120-foot hub height and less than
40 kilowatts in total name plate generating capacity. It now requires an administrative permit, as opposed to the
more in-depth conditional use permit in
agricultural and other large lot zoning
districts.
Drawbacks of the system may in-

clude potentially high upfront costs, long
payback periods, and maintenance costs
(such as annual greasing and inspecting
the system). The American Wind Energy Association estimates that small
wind energy systems cost between
$3,000 and $5,000 for every kilowatt of
generating capacity — although these
costs can be partially offset by federal
government incentives, which are currently available. The Database of State
Incentives for Renewable Energy
(DSIRE) is a comprehensive source of
information on state, local, utility, and
selected federal incentives and policies
that promote renewable energy and energy efficiency at www.dsireusa.org.

CORRECTION
The operating hours for the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility were incorrectly listed in one location of the last edition of the SCENE.
Please note that the HHW Facility is open to serve Scott County residents each
week on Wednesday (12 noon to 6 p.m.), Thursday (12 noon to 4 p.m.) and
Saturday (8 a.m. to 12 noon). We apologize for any inconvenience this may
have caused. Be sure to visit our webpage at www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for the
latest HHW program information.

