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7LUHGRIEHLQJVWXFNLQWUDI¿F"
Transit system offers comfortable alternative

Delivering What Matters

,I EHLQJ VWXFN LQ WUDI¿F KDV \RX
tied up in knots, it may be time
to look at a transportation option
that more and more Scott County residents are discovering...bus
ridership!
There are typicically three types
of transit service in Scott County:
([SUHVV5HYHUVH
&RPPXWH
6HUYLFH which can generally get
you from Prior Lake, Savage, and
Shakopee to downtown Minneapolis and the University of Minnesota
where riders can also connect with
other transit routes; ORFDO VHUYLFH,
which provides service along routes
that connect multiple employement
centers, schools, and other transit destinations; and Dial-a-Ride,
which provides door-to-door service to people -- including those
with special needs -- traveling within Scott and Carver counties.
The service that is likely to apSHDOWRGULYHUVVWXFNLQWUDI¿FLVWKH
commuter service that can get passengers to work in a comfortable
bus while they read their newspaper,
work on their computer, or nap.
Regulars on the local Blue
Xpress appreciate the service.
“It’s cheaper than driving and I
can read as I travel,” said Christina
Hepner, a Prior Lake resident who
regularly rides the BlueXpress to
her job in Minneapolis. With downtown parking averaging $10 a day,
gas, and wear and tear on a vehicle,
Hepner estimates she saves almost
$400 a month riding the bus.

County plans for more
transparency, accountability.
Page 16

Libraries to host music series

6HYHUHÀXVHDVRQDUULYHV
Learn how to avoid, treat this
\HDU¶VÀXEXJ
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River water improves
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Testing shows higher water
quality in Minnesota River.
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Scott County libraries will host
“Booked: Live Bands at Your Library” music series in February and
March. Don’t miss this opportunity
to see brilliant metro area bands
in the laid-back, no-cover-charge
atmosphere of your local library
for free, with no driving across the
river! All ages are welcome at all
shows, but anything tagged “great
for kidlets” is especially appropriate for younger children and their
families. For more information and
library locations visit the library’s
website at www.scott.lib.mn.us.
The schedule is as follows:
Sidewalk Café, 7KXUVGD\)HE
DWSPDWWKH6DYDJH/LEUDU\
  Since you may not
make it to their monthly Midtown
Global Market mid-day performances, we’re bringing Sidewalk
Café’s Gypsy jazz stylings (a mix of
covers and their own stunning originals) to you.

The BlueXpress commuter buses wait several minutes at the Southbridge
Transit Station while riders get out of their cars and load onto the buses.
/LQHV DUH VKRUW DQG ULGHUV VD\ WKH\ HQMR\ FRPIRUWDEOH HI¿FLHQW DQG
affordable service.

Andi Thompson, a transit rider
from Shakopee, said the bus gets her
to work quicker than driving her car
when roads are in poor condition or
WUDI¿FLVKHDY\DVLWLVPRVWGD\VGXUing rush hour. In addition, some employers provide reduced-fare transit
passes, which makes riding the bus
an even better value.
Commuter service is provided by
the cities of Prior Lake and Shakopee (called the BlueXpress) and by
the City of Savage’s transit provider,
Minnesota Valley Transit (MVTA).
Multiple commuter buses leave
the Southbridge Crossings Transit

Station (1401 Crossing Blvd., Shakopee), the Eagle Creek Transit Station
(6600 Eagle Creek Blvd., Shakopee),
and the Savage park-and-ride lot (located at 141st St. and Huntington Avenue) each week day. Buses also pick
up and drop off passengers on Dakotah
Avenue by Mystic Lake and in downtown Prior Lake at the intersection of
Co. Rd. 21 and Main Ave.
Blue Xpress operates ten buses and
30 routes. Buses leave Southbridge
Transit Station every 15 minutes (or
less) in the peak morning rush from
6:15 to 7:30 a.m. Southbound buses
RIDING THE BUS to Page 14

The classic country band Cactus Blossoms will perform at the New Prague
Library on March 21 at 7 p.m. Admission is free.

back the carefree simplicity of your
kindergarten days – it’s a family fun
extravaganza for kids and adults of
all ages that’s packed with zany singalongs guaranteed to get you on your
dancing feet!

cal music legend Adam Levy (Honeydogs, et cetera) and his two daughters
bring Shel Silverstein-meets-Prince
dance fun for the family with all kinds
of music in the mix.

&DIp $FFRUGLRQ 2UFKHVWUD,
Koo Koo Kanga Roo (great
%XQQ\&ORJV
JUHDWIRUNLGOHWV

7KXUVGD\
0DU  DW  SP DW WKH
IRUNLGOHWV 6DWXUGD\0DUDW
6DWXUGD\
0DUFK
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3ULRU
/DNH
/LEUDU\&OXE 3ULRU
 DP DW WKH 6KDNRSHH /LEUDU\
WKH%HOOH3ODLQH/LEUDU\



The
library may lack
   Koo Koo Kanga
Miss
them
at
the
State
Fair?
LoRoo does a live show that brings
MUSIC SERIES to page 7
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Top of the SCENE
%\*DU\6KHOWRQ
6FRWW&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWRU

Good government requires engaged citizens
It has always amazed me how many politicians make careers out of running
against the very government they represent. And from President Reagan’s famous
line – “Government is not a solution to our problem, government is the problem”
-- the almost constant negative rhetoric about government in general has created a
VLJQL¿FDQWFXOWXUHRISHRSOHZKRYLHZJRYHUQPHQWDWHYHU\OHYHODVDSUREOHP
Some seem to view government as a necessary evil; in other words, you can’t
live with it… but you can’t live without it either. And even those who take a less
QHJDWLYHYLHZ RI JRYHUQPHQWRIWHQ ¿QG IDXOWZLWK ZKDW WKH\ SHUFHLYH DV HLWKHU
overreach (excessive regulation) by the government, or the reverse -- an inability
WRJRYHUQDQGDFWXDOO\FRQIURQWDQGUHVROYHVLJQL¿FDQWSUREOHPV:KHWKHULWLV
the right, left, or middle, there seems to be considerable and growing frustration
with “the government.”
But if the government is or is not doing what we (“the people”) want, we have
the ability -- and perhaps the responsibility -- to get involved. From the Declaration of Independence’s statement that “Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed” to the Constitution’s
preamble “We the People of the United States,” our founders made it abundantly
clear that we are the government. In his Gettysburg address, President Lincoln
re-iterated this point through his famous phrase: “Government of the people, by
the people, for the people.” And while we see this in action every couple of years
at the ballot box, I would suggest that a government of the people, by the people,
and for the people requires a bit more than simply voting.
From my perspective, government is neither the problem nor the solution.
Government, and particularly good government, is a tool used by the people to
maintain and advance our society. Good government is essential to creating a
community of lasting value. Good government has no party or ideological af¿OLDWLRQDQGUHTXLUHVOHDGHUVZKRDUHHGXFDWHGKRQHVWUHVSRQVLYHKDYHDFOHDU
vision, and an ability to communicate that vision. But perhaps of greater importance, good government requires an active, aware, and engaged citizenry that
communicates to and engages with their government and its leaders.
One of the featured articles in this edition of the SCENE (see back page) focuses on a Scott County initiative we call “Delivering What Matters.” As the name
implies, this effort is to ensure that the services the County is providing – and
that you are funding – are those that truly provide an outcome that matters to our
residents. And it is here that you, “the people”, can and we hope will be aware,
active, and engaged. The County provides a wide array of services (both mandated and optional)… and how, to what level, and towards what outcomes these
SURJUDPVDUHSULRULWL]HGDQGIXQGHGVKRXOGEHDUHÀHFWLRQRI\RXUSULRULWLHV6R
let’s have a little government “by the people” and engage in the process. Look for
the upcoming articles, surveys, forums, focus groups, and social media and give
us your perspective.

Scott County Board Chair, Vice Chair elected
Commissioner Tom Wolf, representing District 2, and Commissioner Joe
Wagner, representing District 1, were reelected Scott County Board Chair
and Vice Chair, respectively, at the annual organizational meeting of the
Scott County Board on Jan. 8.

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through April 2013
February 19
February 26

---

County Board meeting
no meeting

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

April 2
April 9
April 16
April 23
April 30

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
FRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the
following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per
diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions
or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@
co.scott.mn.us RUYLDHPDLODW  )RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿F
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County
Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
$OO +D]DUGV &RPPLWWHH  YDFDQFLHV  Currently, there are two at-large vacancies on
this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September
11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County
together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster incidents and events.
7KHLGHQWL¿HGJRDOVRIWKHFRPPLWWHHDUHWKDWDOOVWDNHKROGHUVZLOOXQGHUVWDQGWKHUROHV
responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies; to reduce
unnecessary duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee
meets on the third Thursday of every other month from 3 - 4:30 p.m.
%RDUG RI$GMXVWPHQW DQG 3ODQQLQJ$GYLVRU\ &RPPLVVLRQ  YDFDQF\  Currently,
there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 4. The purpose of the Planning Advisory
Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits,
interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for
$UWLVW*UHJ3UHVOLFNDSXWWKH¿QLVKLQJWRXFKHVRQWKHQHZ³7DNHV)OLJKW´ approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all
mural he created in the children’s section at the Savage Library.
eleven townships). These Boards meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

6DYDJH/LEUDU\³7DNHV
)OLJKW´ZLWKQHZZDOOPXUDO
Recently, the Savage Library was
looking to make the children’s area a
little more colorful and make a distinct
children’s section with fun images – so
they turned to local artist Greg Preslicka for help! With the guidance of
the library team, Greg developed the
concept for the new space, which was
chosen because of the colors, a sense of
adventure, the storybook nature… and
that it looked like the characters were
going on an adventure!
The mural was designed to inspire

library goers and provide an environment of magic and wonder. The mural -- titled “Take Flight” -- was completed on January 23.But that wan’t all
– Greg engaged the larger community
in speaking about the project and taking
questions from participants, but also by
painting the mural during open library
hours so everyone could experience his
creation. He also designed book marks
displaying the mural concept that were
sold to raise money as well. There are
still book marks available for $2.

&RPPXQLW\&RUUHFWLRQV$GYLVRU\%RDUG YDFDQF\ There is currently one vacancy
in Commissioner District 5. This Board is responsible for making recommendations to
the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The
Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social
VHUYLFHVSHUVRQQHOHGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YHFLWL]HQPHPEHUVRQHIURPHDFK
Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are
particularly encouraged to apply.
([WHQVLRQ&RPPLWWHH YDFDQF\ Currently, there is one vacancy on this committee in
Commissioner District 3. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension
Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and
evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and to enhance the economy
and environment through education, applied research, and the resources of the University
of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.).
+XPDQ 6HUYLFHV 5HVRXUFH &RXQFLO  YDFDQFLHV   The Resource Council consists of
WKUHHUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURPHDFK&RPPLVVLRQHU'LVWULFW&XUUHQWO\WKHUHDUH¿YHYDFDQFLHV

&200,66,21(56¶&251(5WRQH[WSDJH
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Local employers honored by Workforce Investment Board
-HIIHUVRQ6SLOPDQ7KH/DQGLQJ
Jefferson Spilman, site supervisor
for The Landing, received the Willis E.
Branning Excellence in Youth Employment Services Award at the DakotaScott Workforce Investment Board’s
(WIB) annual legislative and awards
event held in December at the Eagan
Community Center.
The award is presented to an organization, program, employer, or an individual in Scott County who has demonstrated a commitment to and effectiveness in preparing young people ages 14
to 21 to enter the workforce. St. Francis Regional Medical Center sponsors
the award.
For the past 17 years, The Landing,
Scott County Employment and Training Summer Youth, and Carver-Scott
Educational Cooperative (CSEC) have
collaborated to create a work environment where students who are behind in
credit attainment toward a high school
diploma can earn credit, develop work
skills, and get paid for their efforts.
Embedding the academic program in
the work setting helps students under-

Jefferson Spilman (right) received
the Willis E. Branning Youth in
Employment Services award from
Ann Glaves, of St. Francis Regional
Medical Center and member of the
Dakota Scott Workforce Investment
Board.

stand the connection between school
and work.
The Landing, now part of the Three
Rivers Park District, was established as
a living history museum depicting life
in the Lower Minnesota River Valley
IURPWKHVWRWKHV7KH6FRWW
County Employment Youth Counsel-

Andrey Gamayunov (center) and Vance Boelter (right) represented Lettieri’s,
a Shakopee-based business, which received the Business Champion Award
from Cathy Weik (left), past chairperson of the Dakota Scott Workforce
Investment Board.

/HWWLHUL¶V%XVLQHVV&KDPSLRQ

Lettieri’s, founded in 1994, is
housed in a 100,000-plus square foot
SODQW DQG RI¿FH LQ 6KDNRSHH ZKLFK
includes a production and research and
development facility. The company develops unique and innovative products
for the food industry. The company’s
credo is “big enough to produce, yet
small enough to listen and react to customer’s needs.” Lettieri’s customers
range from small independent delis to
large-scale club stores and more than
30,000 convenience stores.
“Lettieri’s plant manager, Vance
Boelter, and staff have worked diligently with our employment counselors
to promote job opportunities and selfVXI¿FLHQF\IRUWKHUHVLGHQWVRIRXUORFDO
communities,” noted Jean Sinell, Scott
County Employment and Training Supervisor. “They have committed to interviewing, job shadowing, and having
the participant actually experience the
variety of positions offered by Lettieri’s
with the possibility of employment being offered to the right candidate.”
She added, “In the last year, Lettieri’s provided work experience opportunities for participants in Scott
County’s youth, supported work, and
senior programs. They have demonstrated commitment to the program,
their employees and to the community
DQG KDYH GHPRQVWUDWHG ÀH[LELOLW\ DQG
patience with our clients as they learn
to be successful. Additionally, they
have offered full time positions to several of our clients, providing them with
job skills and opportunities to become
VHOIVXI¿FLHQW´

Lettieri’s (Shakopee) received the
2012 Business Champion Award, which
recognizes an outstanding company that
uses WorkForce Center services such as
job fairs, job postings, or training.

The Dakota-Scott Workforce Investment Board oversees employment programs and WorkForce Centers in Dakota and Scott Counties.

ors and CSEC staff select applicants
to work at The Landing. Special consideration is given to 14- to 16-yearold applicants, as this is one of the few
locations in the area where students in
WKLVDJHJURXSFDQ¿QGHPSOR\PHQW
Spilman understands that for most
RIKLVVWXGHQWVWKLVLVWKHLU¿UVWMREDQG
there will be a learning curve regarding
Every year, Scott County updates the PHHWLQJVZLWKLQHDFKRIWKH¿YH&RP- their understanding of responsibilities
ten-year Transportation Improvement missioner Districts to engage residents and expectations. With this in mind,
Program (TIP) as part of the annual in the decision-making process. The summer activities are very well orgaEXGJHWSURFHVV7KH7,3LGHQWL¿HVIXQG- upcoming TIP public outreach meet- nized and appropriate for the students’
ing for the reconstruction and improve- ings will be posted on the Scott County skill level. He also recognizes the need
ment of highways, trails, and bridges; website at www.co.scott.mn.us. For to balance work time with academic retransit facilities; and other projects to more information, please contact the quirements, and is realistic about makimprove safety along County highways. Scott County Physical Development ing work assignments that students can
complete in the time allowed.
This March and April, Scott County 'HSDUWPHQWDW  
Spilman interacts with the students
will host informational and public input
frequently during their work time. He
also has them work with some of the
From Page 2
Three Rivers Park staff, which chalon the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, and 4. Members serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates lenges them and makes them feel more
in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation a part of The Landing. Spilman’s leadof programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the ership style and personal nature send a
annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human clear message that the students are as
services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and important as the other employees.
receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input
Typically, 90 to 95 percent of student
regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional workers complete the program and earn
providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to academic credits. Students note other
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
SURJUDPEHQH¿WVLQFOXGHLPSURYHGVRcial and leadership skills, increased pa3DUNV $GYLVRU\ &RPPLVVLRQ  YDFDQF\   Currently, there is one vacancy on this
tience, and enhanced understanding of
Committee in Commissioner District 4. The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission
LV WR SURYLGH OHDGHUVKLS DQG GLUHFWLRQ WR VWDII DQG HOHFWHG RI¿FLDOV LQ WKH DUHD RI SDUNV workplace skills (such as how to show
trails, and open space planning and implementation. Commission members represent up on time), learning from constructhe citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community ambassadors. The Parks tive criticism, improved self-discipline
and determination, and becoming more
$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQW\SLFDOO\PHHWVWKH¿UVW:HGQHVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDWSP
responsible.

Ever want to tell the county engineer
ZKDWQHHGV¿[LQJ"+HUH¶V\RXUFKDQFH

Commissioners’ Corner

6FRWW :DWHUVKHG 0DQDJHPHQW 2UJDQL]DWLRQ :02  3ODQQLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ 
YDFDQFLHV Currently, there are vacancies representing the following areas: the Blakeley/
Belle Plaine area; the Credit River Watershed; and the Shakopee Basin. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
VSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV

&RPPLVVLRQHU'LVWULFWV
x

x
x
x
x

'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU-RH:DJQHU The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan
(precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and
Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU7RP:ROI ±The Cities of Elko New Market and
Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and
Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU'DYH0HQGHQ ±The City of Shakopee, precincts
$DQG%
'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU%DUEDUD0DUVFKDOO ±The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
'LVWULFW &RPPLVVLRQHU-RQ8OULFK ±The City of Savage.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or
crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

'R\RXNQRZDIXWXUHOHDGHU"
Scott County will be hosting the 12th
annual Future Leaders of Scott County
event on Friday, April 19. This event afIRUGVVHOHFWHGWKDQGWKJUDGHUVIURP
Scott County schools who are studying
government a hands-on opportunity to
learn about county government outside
of the classroom environment.
During the months of January and
)HEUXDU\&RXQW\RI¿FLDOVDQGVWDIIYLVLWWKDQGWKJUDGHJRYHUQPHQWFODVVHV
WKURXJKRXW WKH &RXQW\ EULHÀ\ LQWURducing the topic of county government
and inviting interested students to apply
for the Future Leaders of Scott County
Day program. Selected students – limited to 100 due to space and budget constraints – will be matched with County
employees (mentors) based on interests

indicated in the application form. Students will spend the day “shadowing”
their mentors and preparing for and participating in either a mock jury trial or a
mock County Board meeting or visiting
the SCALE Regional Training Facility in Jordan to see up close how law
HQIRUFHPHQW RI¿FHUV ¿UH¿JKWHUV DQG
other public safety professionals are
trained for their life-saving work.
Interested students should watch for
announcement of the event at their respective schools. If you are an interested student studying civics -- or the
parent of an interested student who
does not attend a traditional school in
Scott County -- please contact Selina at
 RU7UDF\DW  
IRUIXUWKHULQIRUPDWLRQ
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Healthy SCENE
%\-HQQLIHU'HVFKDLQH
&RPPXQLW\+HDOWK'LUHFWRU

(DUO\VHYHUHÀXVHDVRQLVKHUH
7KH  ±  LQÀXHQ]D VHDVRQ LQ 0LQQHVRWD KDV DQ HDUOLHU WKDQ XVXDO
MXPSVWDUW0LQQHVRWDLVH[SHULHQFLQJVHYHUHZLGHVSUHDGLQÀXHQ]DOLNHLOOQHVVHV
WKURXJKRXWWKHVWDWH6RPHDUHDVRIWKHVWDWHDUHEHLQJRYHUZKHOPHGZLWKLQÀXHQ]D
like illnesses and are working together with their local public health partners to
address issues and concerns.
7KH¿UVWFDVHRILQÀXHQ]DFRQ¿UPHGE\WKH0LQQHVRWD'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWK
(MDH) Public Health Laboratory was very early — in October 2012. In many
\HDUVWKH¿UVWFRQ¿UPHGFDVHLVQ¶WXQWLO7KDQNVJLYLQJRUHDUO\'HFHPEHU7\SLFDOO\ZLGHVSUHDGFRPPXQLW\WUDQVPLVVLRQLVVHHQHLJKWWRZHHNVDIWHUWKH¿UVW
FDVH7KLVLVWKHWUHQGWKDWLVKDSSHQLQJQRZZLWKWKLV\HDU¶VÀXVHDVRQ
7KHSDVWVHYHUDOLQÀXHQ]DVHDVRQV>VLQFHDQGH[FOXGLQJWKH+1SDQGHPLF@KDYHEHHQPLOG7KHDPRXQWDQGVHYHULW\RILQÀXHQ]DYDULHVIURPVHDVRQWR
VHDVRQJUHDWHUWKDQXVXDOOHYHOVRILQÀXHQ]DDFWLYLW\WKLVVHDVRQDUHDQWLFLSDWHG,QÀXHQ]DFDQKDYHVLJQL¿FDQWFRQVHTXHQFHVLQWKHIRUPRILQFUHDVHGQXPEHUVRIVHULRXVRUHYHQOLIHWKUHDWHQLQJLOOQHVVHVGXHWRFRPSOLFDWLRQVIURPLQÀXHQ]D6LQFHWKH
EHJLQQLQJRIWKHÀXVHDVRQKRVSLWDOL]DWLRQVUHSRUWHGWR0'+KDYHH[FHHGHG
hospitalizations with an anticipated increase of approximately 50 per week until the
VHDVRQSHDNV7KLVFRPSDUHVZLWKLQDOORIWKHLQÀXHQ]DVHDVRQLQ
2010-2011 season; and 552 in 2011-2012. In the H1N1 pandemic year of 2009-10,
there were 1,754 hospitalizations.
$VRI)HE0'+FRQ¿UPHGGHDWKVGXHWRLQÀXHQ]DLQWKHVWDWH
$FFRUGLQJ WR 0'+ LQÀXHQ]D GLVHDVH FDQ EH D JDWHZD\ IRU VHFRQGDU\ LQIHFWLRQV\RXFDQKDYHSULPDU\LQÀXHQ]DSQHXPRQLDEXWPRUHFRPPRQLVDVHFRQGDU\
bacterial infection causing pneumonia or other complications. That is occurring in
DQXPEHURIKRVSLWDOL]HGFDVHV2QHRIWKHUHDVRQVWKHUHLVPRUHLQÀXHQ]DFDVHV
this year may be subsequent to one of the predominant circulating strains of the
virus, H3N2. In years in which H3N2 is the predominant strain, MDH typically
sees more severe cases of illness, particularly in the very young and the elderly, and
more cases overall.
)RUWXQDWHO\WKHWKUHHVWUDLQVLQFOXGHGLQWKLVVHDVRQ¶VWULYDOHQWLQÀXHQ]DYDFFLQH
appear to be a good match for the predominant circulating strains, although there
KDYHEHHQFDVHVRILQÀXHQ]D%LQ0LQQHVRWDFDXVHG
by a strain that is not covered in the vaccine. The
LQÀXHQ]DYDFFLQHLVWKHEHVWGHIHQVHWKDWZHKDYH
DJDLQVWWKHLQÀXHQ]DYLUXVHV

MDH recommendations for individuals:

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

)HHOLQJEOXH"

Seasonal Affective Disorder
may be culprit; light may help
With the shorter days of winter well
entrenched in our part of the world,
PDQ\ 0LQQHVRWDQV DUH ¿QGLQJ WKHPselves feeling sad for no reason. Some
people just feel blue during or after
WKH KROLGD\V ZKLOH RWKHUV PLJKW ¿QG
themselves suffering from more serious
mood changes lasting several months,
year after year. But just what is it about
these dark days of winter that can leave
us feeling down in the dumps? And
what can we do about it?
Researchers at the National Institute
of Health (NIH) have been studying the
condition known as VHDVRQDO DIIHFWLYH
disorder (SAD) for more than 30 years.
While researchers have learned a great
deal about this disorder, much still remains to be learned about these winterrelated shifts in our moods.
“The winter blues” is a common condition that is mild, and usually clears up
in a fairly short amount of time. These
mild feelings of malaise are frequently
OLQNHGWRVRPHVSHFL¿FWULJJHUVXFKDV
stressful holidays or reminders of absent
loved ones. However, seasonal affective disorder is different. It’s a well-de¿QHGFOLQLFDOGLDJQRVLVWKDWLVUHODWHGWR
the shortening of daylight hours. SAD
can interfere with daily functioning
over long periods, it appears each year
as the seasons change, and it tends to go
away several months later, usually when
spring and summer return.
SAD is more common in the northern United States compared to the south,
because of our long-lasting winter days.
“In Florida, only about one percent of
the population is likely to suffer from
SAD. But in the northern parts of the
U.S, up to 10 percent of the people may
be affected,” says Dr. Matthew Rudorfer, a mental health expert at NIH. As
with other forms of depression, SAD
can lead to a gloomy outlook and make
people feel hopeless, worthless, and
irritable. They may lose interest in activities that they used to enjoy, such as
hobbies and spending time with friends.
“Some people say that SAD can mimic
a kind of human hibernation,” says Rudorfer. “People with SAD tend to be
withdrawn, have low energy, oversleep,
and put on weight. They might crave
carbohydrates, such as cakes, candies,
or cookies. Without treatment, these
symptoms will generally last until the
days start getting longer in spring.”
Shorter days do seem to be the main
trigger for SAD. Reduced sunlight in
fall and winter can disrupt our body’s in-

ternal clock, also known as our circadian rhythm. This 24-hour “master clock”
responds to cues in your surroundings,
especially light and darkness. During
the day, your brain sends signals to
other parts of the body to help keep you
awake and ready for action. At night, a
tiny gland in the brain produces a chemical called melatonin, which helps you
sleep. Shortened daylight hours in winter can alter this natural rhythm and lead
to SAD in certain people.
NIH studies have shown that inFUHDVHG H[SRVXUH WR DUWL¿FLDO OLJKW can
help. In fact, light therapy relieved
SAD symptoms in as many as 70 percent of the patients studied, after just a
few weeks of treatment. And sometimes
improvement can be detected even
sooner, with many patients reporting a
GHFUHDVH LQ GHSUHVVLRQ DIWHU WKHLU ¿UVW
H[SRVXUHWRDUWL¿FLDOOLJKWV:KLOHOLJKW
therapy should continue every day well
into spring, sitting 30 minutes or more
in front of a light box every day can put
a strain on schedules, so experts recommend exposure to increased levels of
light while working or exercising.
Yet light therapy doesn’t work for
everyone, and doctors must sometimes
prescribe antidepressants as well. Growing evidence also suggests that cognitive behavioral therapy or CBT can help
patients who are suffering from SAD.
The “behavioral” part of CBT tries to
teach people new behaviors to engage
in when they’re feeling depressed, so
that they can help themselves feel better. Those behavioral changes might include having lunch with friends, going
out for a walk, or volunteering.
In addition, a recent study has found
a connection between increased consumption of sweetened soft drinks and
a greater risk of depression. That same
study found that the risk of suffering
from depression was decreased when
the test subject consumed unsweetened coffee on a regular basis. HowHYHUPRUHUHVHDUFKLVQHHGHGWRFRQ¿UP
WKHVH¿QGLQJV
Meanwhile, if you’re feeling blue
this winter, and if the feelings last for
several weeks or more, talk to your
health care provider. “While it is true
that SAD can go away on its own, that
FRXOG WDNH ¿YH PRQWKV RU PRUH $QG
¿YHPRQWKVRIHYHU\\HDULVDORQJWLPH
to be impaired and suffering,” says Doctor Rudorfer. “SAD is generally quite
treatable, and the treatment options
keep increasing and improving.”

  7KH V\PSWRPV RI LQÀXHQ]D  ZKLFK WHQG
to come on suddenly -- can include a sore throat,
coughing, fever, headache, muscle aches, and fatigue. People who become severely
LOOZLWKLQÀXHQ]DOLNHV\PSWRPVVKRXOGVHHDSK\VLFLDQ,QÀXHQ]DLVFDXVHGE\D
virus, and antibiotics are not effective against it.
* We are encouraging people to be vaccinated. It is not too late to get vacciQDWHG DQG WKHUH LV YDFFLQH DYDLODEOH DW PDQ\ GLIIHUHQW YHQXHV«GRFWRUV¶ RI¿FHV
neighborhood clinics, retail clinics, pharmacies, et cetera. Because people who are
DWKLJKULVNIRULQÀXHQ]DFRPSOLFDWLRQVPD\QRWKDYHWKHEHVWLPPXQHUHVSRQVHWR
WKHYDFFLQHLWLVLPSRUWDQWWKDWWKRVHDURXQGWKHPDUHYDFFLQDWHG7R¿QGWKHORFDWLRQRIDÀXFOLQLFQHDU\RXYLVLWZZZPGKÀXFRP
* While the vaccine doesn’t offer perfect protection, it is still the best tool we
KDYHIRUSUHYHQWLQJLQÀXHQ]DDQGLWVFRPSOLFDWLRQV,I\RXGRQ¶WJHWLW\RXKDYH
zero protection. Generally speaking, the vaccine is about 60 percent effective in
most people (a little better than that in children, less than that in the elderly), so we
ZRXOGQRWEHVXUSULVHGWRVHHLQÀXHQ]DLOOQHVVLQVRPHSHRSOHZKRZHUHYDFFLQDWHG
but those who are vaccinated typically have less severe illness if they do get sick.
0RVWSHRSOHFDQ¿JKWWKHÀXDWKRPHZLWKUHVWDQGÀXLGV,I\RXDUHLQDJURXS
DW KLJK ULVN IRU LQÀXHQ]D FRPSOLFDWLRQV DQG \RX GHYHORS LQÀXHQ]D \RX VKRXOG
contact your health care provider early on so that you can be given antiviral medication if needed (it is most effective when started within two days of contracting
LQÀXHQ]D ,WLVDOVRMXVWDJRRGLGHDWRFKHFNLQZLWK\RXUKHDOWKFDUHSURYLGHURU
doctor in case your situation worsens.
0'+DQGWKH&'&UHFRPPHQGWKDWHYHU\RQHJHWYDFFLQDWHGIRULQÀXHQ]D +($/7+<6&(1(FRQWLQXHGIURPOHIW
EXWHVSHFLDOO\WKRVHDWKLJKULVNIRUFRPSOLFDWLRQVIURPLQÀXHQ]D7KRVHLQFOXGH
-- Wash your hands often with soap
 &KLOGUHQ \RXQJHU WKDQ ¿YH \HDUV ROG EXW HVSHFLDOO\ FKLOGUHQ \RXQJHU WKDQ
and water or with an alcohol-based hand
two years old;
sanitizer when soap and water are not
-- Adults 65 years of age and older;
available.
-- Pregnant women;
 $PHULFDQ ,QGLDQV DQG $ODVNDQ 1DWLYHV VHHP WR EH DW KLJKHU ULVN RI ÀX
Scott County Public Health offers an
complications;
,PPXQL]DWLRQ&OLQLF every Monday af-- People who have medical conditions such as asthma, diabetes, heart disease,
ternoon from 1 - 5 p.m. (except on holikidney and liver disorders, and others. For a list, see CDC’s website: www.cdc.gov/
days) for individuals six months through
ÀXNH\IDFWVKWP
 ZKR DUH RQ 0LQQHVRWD 3XEOLF +HDOWK
Plans or are uninsured who are residence of Scott County. Some vaccines are also
'XULQJÀXVHDVRQEHVLGHVJHWWLQJYDFFLQDWHGWKHUHDUHRWKHUVWHSVSHRSOHFDQ available for ages to 21 years in some circumstances. To make an appointment or
WDNHWRDYRLGVSUHDGLQJRUFDWFKLQJLQÀXHQ]D
ask a question about eligibility, please go to www.co.scott.mn.us, click on “helping
-- Do your best to stay healthy. Get plenty of rest, physical activity, and healthy people & health,” then “public health,” then “immunization clinic” (on the far top
eating.
ULJKWRIWKHSDJH RUFDOO  6FRWW&RXQW\,PPXQL]DWLRQ&OLQLFVDUH
-- Stay home from school or work if you have a respiratory infection. Avoid located at the Valley Green Workforce Center, 792 Canterbury Road south in ShaH[SRVLQJ\RXUVHOIWRRWKHUVZKRDUHVLFNZLWKÀXOLNHLOOQHVV
kopee. If you have health insurance, contact your primary care clinic or go to www.
-- Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue whenever you cough or sneeze, and PGKÀXFRPWRORFDWHDQLPPXQL]DWLRQFOLQLFQHDU\RXDQGUHFHLYHPRUHLQIRUPDthen throw the tissue away. If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your WLRQUHJDUGLQJLQÀXHQ]D
sleeve.
-- Clean surfaces you touch frequently, such as doorknobs, water faucets, refrig7KHEHVWGHIHQVHIRULQÀXHQ]DLVUHFHLYLQJDÀXYDFFLQHDQGIROORZLQJWKHUHFerator handles, and telephones.
ommendations to stay healthy.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Talking with kids when
the talking gets tough

Wars, school shootings, natural disasters, deaths at sporting events — as
adults, we hope that these and other
tragic events will never happen anywhere, particularly when it comes to
Living in Minnesota, we know that it can get pretty cold at this time of the year, our children and other youth we care
and we all have different ways of dealing with that cold. Some people thrive on about. We want to protect those young
being outside and playing in the snow; others stay closer to home and spend more minds from the pain and horror of dif¿FXOWVLWXDWLRQV:HZDQWWRHQVXUHWKDW
time on indoor activities.
Two of the most common methods people use to keep their homes a little warmer they have happy, innocent, and carefree
LQYROYHVSDFHKHDWHUVDQG¿UHSODFHV7KHLQIRUPDWLRQLQWKLVDUWLFOHFRPHVFRXUWHV\ lives. So what is a parent, teacher, or
of the United States Fire Administration and the National Fire Protection Associa- other caring adult to do when disasters
tion, and will hopefully provide you with some safety tips when using these types ¿OOWKHDLUZDYHVDQGWKHFRQVFLRXVQHVV
of society?
of auxiliary heating devices.
$ OLWWOH EDFNJURXQG (DFK \HDU ¿UH FODLPV WKH OLYHV RI $PHULFDQV LQMXUHVDQGFDXVHVELOOLRQVRIGROODUV¶ZRUWKRIGDPDJH7KHUHDUHQXPHURXV Don’t assume that the kids don’t
FDXVHVRI¿UHVEXWEHFDXVHLW¶VWKHZLQWHUVHDVRQZHZLOORQO\FRYHUSRUWDEOHKHDW- know about it.
They probably know more than you
HUVDQG¿UHSODFHV
think. The reality of today’s world is
3RUWDEOH+HDWHUV
that news travels far and wide. Adults
$QHVWLPDWHGSRUWDEOHKHDWHU¿UHVLQUHVLGHQWLDO
and children learn about disasters and
EXLOGLQJVDUHUHSRUWHGWR86¿UHGHSDUWPHQWVHDFK\HDU
tragedies shortly after they occur, and
and cause approximately 70 deaths, 150 injuries, and
live video footage – complete with
$53 million in property loss.
close-ups and interviews -- are part of
<RXPLJKWTXHVWLRQ³2QO\¿UHVUHSRUWHGLQWKH
the report. Children and youth are exU.S. due to portable space heaters?” … and you would
posed to the events as soon as they can
EHULJKW2QO\WZRSHUFHQWRIKHDWLQJ¿UHVLQKRPHVLQwatch television or interact with others
volve portable heaters, however, portable heaters are inwho are consumers of the news. Simvolved in 45 percent of all fatalKRPHKHDWLQJ¿UHV
ply not talking about it does not protect
)LIW\WZRSHUFHQWRIKRPHSRUWDEOHKHDWHU¿UHVRFFXUEHFDXVHWKH\DUHWRRFORVH children. In fact, you may communicate
WRLWHPVWKDWFDQEXUQ7KLUW\HLJKWSHUFHQWRIKRPHSRUWDEOHKHDWHU¿UHVRULJLQDWH that the subject is taboo and that you are
LQEHGURRPV,QWKHVH¿UHVEHGGLQJVXFKDVEODQNHWVVKHHWVDQGFRPIRUWHUV unavailable if you remain silent.
DUHWKHOHDGLQJLWHPV¿UVWLJQLWHGE\SRUWDEOHKHDWHUV

Stay warm...stay safe

7RKHOSSUHYHQWDSRUWDEOHKHDWHU¿UHLQ\RXUKRPHWKLVZLQWHUKHUHDUHDIHZ
¿UHVDIHW\VWHSV
 Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room.
 Keep anything that can burn -- such as bedding, clothing, and curtains -- at
least three feet away.
 Use only portable heaters from a recognized testing laboratory and with an
automatic shut-off so that if they tip over, they shut off.
 Plug portable heaters directly into outlets and never into an extension cord
or power strip.

)LUHSODFHV

$QRWKHUSRSXODUKRPHKHDWLQJGHYLFHLQFOXGHVD¿UHSODFH0DQ\SHRSOHHQMR\
VLWWLQJE\D¿UHSODFHRUDQRSHQ¿UHRQDFROGQLJKW5HPHPEHU¿UHSODFHVQHHG
to be cleaned frequently and chimneys should be inspected for obstructions and
FUDFNVWRSUHYHQWGHDGO\FKLPQH\DQGURRI¿UHV
$IHZWKLQJVWREHDZDUHRIZKHQXVLQJ\RXU¿UHSODFH
 &KHFNWRPDNHVXUHWKHGDPSHULVRSHQEHIRUHVWDUWLQJDQ\¿UH
 1HYHUEXUQWUDVKSDSHURUJUHHQZRRGLQ\RXU¿UHSODFH7KHVHPDWHULDOV
FDXVHKHDY\FUHRVRWHEXLOGXSDQGDUHGLI¿FXOWWRFRQWURO
 Use a screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough to cover the
HQWLUHRSHQLQJRIWKH¿UHSODFHWRFDWFKÀ\LQJVSDUNV
 'RQ¶WZHDUORRVH¿WWLQJFORWKHVQHDUDQ\RSHQÀDPH
 0DNHVXUHWKH¿UHLVFRPSOHWHO\RXWEHIRUHOHDYLQJWKHKRXVHRUJRLQJWR
bed.
 Allow ashes to cool before disposing of them. Place ashes in a tightly covered metal container and keep the ash container at least 10 feet away from
your home and any other nearby buildings.
 Never empty the ash directly into a trash can.
 Douse and saturate the ashes with water.
,QGRRUDQGRXWGRRUSRUWDEOHHWKDQROEXUQLQJ¿UHSODFHV are becoming more
and more popular. While these products provide ambiance and warmth, they can be
GDQJHURXV6DIHW\WLSVWRUHPHPEHUIRUDQHWKDQROEXUQLQJ¿UHSODFHLQFOXGH
 7KLV¿UHSODFHDQGWKHIXHOVKRXOGEHXVHGRQO\E\DGXOWV
 Clean up any fuel spillage, and be sure all liquid has evaporated before
OLJKWLQJWKH¿UHSODFH
 /LJKWWKH¿UHSODFHXVLQJDXWLOLW\OLJKWHURUORQJPDWFK
 3ODFHWKH¿UHSODFHRQDVWXUG\VXUIDFHDZD\IURPWDEOHHGJHV
 1HYHUWU\WRPRYHDOLW¿UHSODFHRURQHWKDWLVVWLOOKRW
 Never pour ethanol fuel in a device that is lit or not completely cool. It may
UHVXOWLQD¿UHRULQMXU\
 Allow the device to cool down for at least 15 minutes before refueling.
 ([WLQJXLVKWKHÀDPHZKHQ\RXOHDYHWKHURRPKRPHRUJRWRVOHHS
All heating equipment needs space. Keep anything that can burn at least three
feet away. Supervise children whenever a wood stove or space heater is being used.
+DYHDWKUHHIRRW³NLGIUHH´]RQHDURXQGRSHQ¿UHVDQGVSDFHKHDWHUV
,QVWDOOVPRNHDODUPVDQGWHVWWKHPPRQWKO\ Also install and maintain carbon
monoxide (or CO) alarms to avoid the risk of CO poisoning. Have a ¿UHH[WLQJXLVKHU available and remember to practice a KRPHHVFDSHSODQ frequently.
Please use caution and follow the manufacturer’s instructions when using a porWDEOHKHDWHURU¿UHSODFH&RQVLGHUVKDULQJWKHVDIHW\WLSVDERYHZLWK\RXUIDPLO\
DQGWDONDERXWZKDWFDQEHGRQHWROLPLW\RXU¿UHULVN.HHSLQJ\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\VDIHLVDJRDORIDOO6FRWW&RXQW\¿UVWUHVSRQGHUV

They may want to draw pictures and
then destroy them, or they could want to
display them or send them to someone
HOVH%HÀH[LEOHDQGOLVWHQ
Reassure young people and help
them feel safe.

When tragic events occur, children
may be afraid that the same will happen to them. Some young children may
even think that it already did happen to
them. It’s important to let them know
that they are not at risk — if they are
not. Try to be realistic as you reassure
them. You can try to support them and
protect them, but you can’t keep all
bad things from happening to children.
You can always tell them that you love
them, though. You can say that, no matter what happens, your love will be with
them. That is realistic, and often that is
all the children need to feel better.
Support children’s concern for
people they do not know.

Children often are afraid not only for
themselves, but also for people they do
not even know. They learn that many
people are getting hurt or are experiencing pain in some way. They worry
about those people and their well-being.
In some cases, they might feel less secure themselves if they see that others
are hurting. It is heartwarming and satisfying to observe this level of caring in
children. Explore ways to help others
and ease the pain.
Look for feelings beyond fear.

%HDYDLODEOHDQG³DVNDEOH´

Let kids know that it is okay to talk
about unpleasant events. Listen to what
they think and feel. By listening, you
FDQ¿QGRXWLIWKH\KDYHPLVXQGHUVWDQGings, and you can learn more about the
support that they need. You do not need
to explain more than they are ready
to hear, but be willing to answer their
questions.
Share your feelings.

Tell young people if you feel afraid,
angry, or frustrated: It can help them to
know that others also are upset by the
events. They might feel that only children are struggling. If you tell them
about your feelings, you also can tell
them about how you deal with the feelings. Be careful not to overwhelm them
RUH[SHFWWKHPWR¿QGDQVZHUVIRU\RX

Help children use creative outlets
OLNHDUWDQGPXVLFWRH[SUHVVWKHLU
feelings.

Children may not be comfortable
or skilled with words, especially in reODWLRQ WR GLI¿FXOW VLWXDWLRQV 8VLQJ DUW
puppets, music, or books might help
children open up about their reactions.

After reassuring kids, don’t stop
there. Studies have shown that children
also may feel sad or angry; let them express that full range of emotions. Support the development of caring and empathy. Be careful not to encourage the
kind of response given by one child: “I
don’t care if there’s a war, as long as it
doesn’t affect me and my family.”
+HOSFKLOGUHQDQG\RXWK¿QGD
course of action.

One important way to reduce stress
is to take action -- this is true for both
adults and children. The action may be
very simple or more complex. Children
may want to write a letter to someone
about their feelings, get involved in
an organization committed to preventing events like the one they are dealing
with, or send money to help victims or
interventionists. Let the young people
help to identify the action choices. They
may have wonderful ideas.
Take action and get involved in
something.

It’s not enough to let children take action by themselves. Children who know
that their parents, teachers, or other sigQL¿FDQWFDUHJLYHUVDUHZRUNLQJWRPDNH
a difference feel hope. They feel safer
and more positive about the future. So
do something! Hope is one of the most
valuable gifts we can give children…
and ourselves.
For more information about talking
to your children during tragedies contact Sara Wagner, University of Minnesota/Scott County Extension 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth Program Coordinator at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
GXQFXPQHGX
Source: Judith A. Myers-Walls,
Ph.D., CFLE Associate Professor and
Extension Specialist Child Development
and Family Studies Purdue University,
West Lafayette, IN
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Some call it garbage, but you
can help direct its future

Scott County is currently seeking
  7KH &RXQW\ QRWL¿FDWLRQ WR DOO
two citizens for the Solid Waste Advi- public entities that their solid waste
sory Committee (SWAC).
QHHGV WR EH SURFHVVHG RU EH FHUWL¿HG
The purpose of this committee is to non-processible by the County prior to
advise the Scott County Board of Com- EHLQJODQG¿OOHGDFFRUGLQJWRVWDWXWH
missioners on matters concerning solid
* Review sub-grants to cities for
waste
management
and
to
provide
a
their
one day clean-ups, and for CLIMB
Scott County is blessed with a number of layers of bedrock. Most of the bedforum
for
local
governmental,
citizens
Theater
presentations in local schools.
rock formations are below the surface, and most of them also serve as aquifers.
and
the
waste
industries’
input
into
the
*
The
SWAC will review the Scott
An DTXLIHUis a layer of fractured rock, porous sandstone, or sand and gravel that
planning
and
implementation
of
solid
County’s
Select
Committee on RecyKDVHQRXJKSRUHVSDFHWRDOORZJURXQGZDWHUWREHSXPSHGRXWDWDVXI¿FLHQWUDWH
waste
programs
within
Scott
County.
cling
and
the
Environment
(SCORE)
to serve as drinkable water. Most of Scott County is fortunate in having multiple
The
current
members’
three-year
terms
annual
report
prior
to
submittal
to the
aquifers. Scott County worked with the Minnesota Geological Survey, Minnesota
on
this
committee
have
expired.
MPCA.
Department of Health, and University of Minnesota to develop an excellent atlas
Past involvement on this County
* The SWAC will annually review
of maps describing the bedrock formations and aquifers. Some of these are incoradvisory
committee
has
helped
estabrecycling
efforts within the County, and
porated into the County’s on-line maps (www.co.scott.mn.us) enabling viewers to
lish
the
most
cost-effective
solid
waste
identify
needs
and means for any imlearn about what types of formations exist beneath where they live. Paper copies
management
program
in
the
region.
provements
to
the
system.
RIWKHVHPDSVDUHDOVRDYDLODEOHLQWKH(QYLURQPHQWDO+HDOWK2I¿FH7KHEHGURFN
Beginning
in
2013,
the
SWAC
will
*
Other
issues
of
importance to solformations are named by the different types of rock formations. There are three
be
covering
the
following
topics:
id
waste
management
to be determined
distinct rock types in Scott County above the earth’s igneous or granite type of
*
How
Scott
County
will
try
to
meet
as
needed.
rock: OLPHVWRQHVDQGVWRQH, and VKDOH These were formed millions of years ago
If you are interested, please request
when this area was covered by water. The limestones and shales were formed the more aggressive goals for waste reduction,
increased
recycling,
and
organan
application by contacting Steve
from the remains of underwater plants and animals. The sandstones were formed
ics
recovery
established
in
the
County’s
6WHXEHU
DW    RU VVWHXfrom relatively uniformly sized silica sand. 6LOLFDis a naturally occurring hard
Solid
Waste
Management
Master
Plan.
ber@co.scott.mn.us.
mineral (silicon dioxide, or SiO2), usually in the form of quartz.
There are several distinct layers of silica sand in Scott County, each with distinctive characteristics and at different depths. In the eastern part of Scott County
there are sporadic remnants of St. Peter Sandstone. The Jordan Sandstone exists
under the northern and eastern part of Scott County; and the lowest sandstone, the
Mount Simon-Hinkley sandstone, exists under almost all of the County. Generally, as you travel west from the Mississippi River the layers of sandstone and
limestone become thinner, with upper layers having been eroded by glacial ice and
the subsequent rivers that resulted when the glaciers melted. It is the silica sand
formations with their relatively hard uniform small sand particles that are useful
for hydraulic fracturing -- or IUDFNLQJ
7KHVDQGVWRQHIRUPDWLRQWKDWKDVEHHQLGHQWL¿HGLQ6FRWW&RXQW\DVWKHEHVW
source of silica sand for fracking is the Jordan sandstone. The Jordan sandstone
formation is visible above the surface in the city of Jordan. It forms the bluff
behind the old brewery along Highway 21 as you come into Jordan from New
Prague.
Fracking with silica sand involves the pumping of a mixture of uniformly sized
and washed silica sand, water, and chemicals into oil wells under very high pressure. The high pressure fractures the rock and shale formations that are saturated
with oil (or contain pockets of natural gas). As the pressure is released, the liquids
are squeezed back out by the pressure of gravity, leaving the silica sand holding
open the small cracks that formed. Since there are spaces between the small silica
sand particles, the oil and natural gas can be pumped out -- increasing the yields
above what might have been possible.
There are no oil or natural gas deposits in Minnesota, so there is no fracking
being conducted here. However, Minnesota and Wisconsin have vast silica sand
deposits; some, like the Jordan sandstone, are close to the surface and are costeffective to be mined for fracking uses elsewhere. The effectiveness of the silica
sand in fracking is enhanced by using cleaned and uniformly sized particles, so ENVIRONMENTAL SCENE Continued from left
many mine sites also involve processing plants where the silica sand chunks are Merriam Junction sites are close to where the Jordan aquifer water naturally discrushed, screened for size, washed, and dried. So far in Scott County, we have ap- charges through springs and seeps into the Minnesota River. So concerns about
proved one silica sand mine and processing facility – Great Plains Sand -- which the impacts to the aquifer are minimal.
2WKHUFRQFHUQVZHLGHQWL¿HGGXULQJWKHHQYLURQPHQWDOUHYLHZIRU*UHDW3ODLQV
is located between Shakopee and Jordan just west of Highway 169 near the intersection of Bluff Drive. The Jordan formation is below the surface here, but only 6DQGLQFOXGHQRLVHGXVWWUXFNWUDI¿FDQGLPSDFWVIURPEODVWLQJ7KHVHDUHLVVXHV
covered by several feet of soil, sand, and gravel, so it is relatively accessible. The that we are very familiar with because gravel and limestone mining has occurred in
this area for decades. There is also a legitimate concern about the potential differoverlying limestone had been removed by nature in this location.
Just over a mile north, the limestone formation called the Shakopee Oneota ence in the type of dust associated with limestone as compared to silica sand. Both
Dolomite exists on top of the Jordan sandstone. The limestone has been mined types of dust particles are regulated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
there for decades, and they are approaching the connection with the Jordan sand- as nuisance dust. However, there are no additional standards for silica which has
stone. This area (now called Merriam Junction for the old railroad station that had been associated with several human lung diseases, including cancer. Scott County
historically been located there) and the previous location for several limestone has required additional dust monitoring for Great Plains Sand including periodic
mines has also initiated the process of preparing the environmental assessments PHDVXUHPHQWRIVLOLFDGXVW7KRXJKWKHUHDUHQRVSHFL¿FOLPLWVHVWDEOLVKHGE\ODZ
for silica dust in Minnesota, I anticipate that state or national standards will evenand permit applications to mine and process sandstone for fracking.
The use of silica sand for fracking has stimulated a lot of interest, both positive tually be established -- and those limits will then apply to Great Plains Sand. Until
and negative. As the easier, higher-quality sources of oil and natural gas have been that happens, their monitoring will alert us to potential problems; further, they
H[KDXVWHGWKHIRVVLOIXHOLQGXVWU\KDVVKLIWHGWRPRUHGLI¿FXOWWRH[WUDFWVRXUFHV have approved plans for minimizing dust emissions. In short, we are comfortable
such as tar sand from Canada and fracking for extraction of oil and natural gas in that citizens will not be exposed to dangerous levels of either silica or nuisance
shale formations. The continued dependence on fossil fuels responsible for the dust from this mining or processing operation.
There are other silica sand mining operations proposed in Minnesota, includrelease of carbon dioxide as well as methane (both greenhouse gases) only adds
to global warming. On the other hand, we need energy today to survive, and al- ing mines in Blue Earth and LeSueur Counties that have been long-term limestone
ternative sources of energy -- such as solar, wind, and nuclear -- cannot currently mines. In these cases, mining simply continues when the limestone has been rePHHWRXUQHHGV%HFDXVHWKHUHDUHWUHPHQGRXV¿QDQFLDODQGHFRORJLFDOFRQFHUQV moved into the underlying sandstone (which previously had been mined only for
involved, this issue has become very controversial… but is not the focus of my production of glass and other minor silica sand uses). The demand for millions of
article. I would encourage you to become better informed on this issue and to seek WRQVRIVLOLFDVDQGIRUIUDFNLQJKDVVLJQL¿FDQWO\DFFHOHUDWHGWKHH[WUDFWLRQRIWKLV
sources to learn more about this issue. Excellent sources are university publica- material. There are over 60 of these mines in Wisconsin, where the silica sand is
mostly above the water table and exists in hills like it does in the City of Jordan.
tions and those government agencies we trust to keep our environment safe.
Silica sand mining and processing has also stimulated concerns as areas that Each mine site must be evaluated for impacts. Fortunately for Minnesota, we have
had not previously experienced mining are proposed for mining. Every potential a formal environmental review process; Wisconsin does not have such a process,
mining location has its own unique attributes and environmental concerns. Here and their rural townships must make decisions on these mine requests without the
in Scott County, the Jordan sandstone serves as the highest-quality aquifer for our EHQH¿WRIDIRUPDOSURFHVVWKDWLQYROYHVLQGHSHQGHQWH[SHUWUHYLHZ
Currently, the Merriam Junction project is on hold, but should it proceed you
drinking water. So, excavating into it exposes an otherwise well-protected aquifer
to contamination. Processing of the sand also involves the use of a lot of water will be able to participate in the process, read the environmental documents being
for processing or dewatering to get at the silica sand. This raises concerns about prepared, and comment. Watch for notices in the local newspapers, or sign up
depleting the water in the Jordan aquifer. Fortunately, the Great Plains Sand and for E-services (automatic e-mails on environmental review projects on the Scott
ENVIRONMENTAL SCENE Continued at right
County website).

Silica sand derived from sandstone
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Sediment coring will provide
historical information on Prior Lake
A crew from the University of St. Thomas, St.
Croix Watershed Research Station, and Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) visited
8SSHU3ULRU/DNH-DQWRWDNHVHGLPHQWFRUHVDPples from the bed of the lake. The crew towed the
equipment onto the lake with a large sled, and spent
the day taking samples from multiple locations on
Upper Prior Lake.
A lake sediment core sample is a vertical column
of sediment that is collected from the lakebed, and can
contain valuable information about the ecological and
geological history of a lake. Sediment core samples
are collected by using a corer (a hollow tube that is
LQVHUWHGLQWRWKHÀRRURIWKHODNH 2QFHLQSODFHWKH
corer extracts and preserves a vertical section of sediment from the lake bottom.
The sediment cores collected by the crew on Jan.

ZLOOEHDQDO\]HGWRSURYLGHDKLVWRU\RIDEXQGDQFH
and different types of algae from the present day to
before European settlement in Upper Prior Lake. Additionally, by looking at what kinds of algae were
dominant, it will also be possible to reconstruct both
what kind of ecosystem used to be prevalent in the
lake as well as approximately what the phosphorus
concentration in the lake used to be. That history in
turn will allow us to understand Upper Prior Lake on
DGHHSHUOHYHODQGLQÀXHQFHSURMHFWVSODQQHGIRU8Sper Prior Lake in the future.
The collaboration between these three organizations started in 2009 with cores taken on Spring and
Lower Prior Lakes as well. Information on the results
to date will be presented at a public meeting later this
winter. For more information on current PLSLWD
projects, please visit our website at www.plslwd.org.

Free program helps small businesses
comply with environmental regulations
Is your small business in need of some assistance
managing your particular environmental license that
is required to do business? The Small Business EnYLURQPHQWDO $VVLVWDQFH 3URJUDP VSHFL¿FDOO\ KHOSV
small businesses maintain compliance with new
and existing environmental regulations, reduce the
amount of emissions and waste generated, and possibly reduce environmental regulation.
They also provide:
* One-on-one compliance assistance on the
6%($3+RWOLQHDW  
* Free on-site visits
* Educational opportunities -- such as workshops,
trainings, events, printed materials, and informational
mailings.
* Pollution prevention (P2) and best management
practice (BMP) assistance and referrals
* Communication between the MPCA and
businesses
* Advocacy on behalf of businesses.
Theses services are free, non-regulatory, and impose no obligations.
%XVLQHVVVSHFL¿FLQIRUPDWLRQLVKHOGFRQ¿GHQWLDO
from enforcement except in cases of imminent danger to human health and the environment. Small busi-

Library programs
the eclectic élan of their regular Tuesday gigs at the
Loring Pasta Bar, but you’ll get the same “Berets and
%RQJRV´ PXVLF PL[ IXOO RI )UHQFK ÀDLU /DWLQ KHDW
and Bohemian attitude much closer to home.
&DFWXV%ORVVRPV7KXUVGD\0DUFKDWSP
DWWKH1HZ3UDJXH/LEUDU\   Most
Monday nights, the Cactus Blossoms are in residence
at the Turf Club, but we’re bringing their classic country covers (think Hank Williams) and originals closer
to you.

QHVVHVDUHJHQHUDOO\GH¿QHGDVLQGHSHQGHQWO\RZQHG
and operated businesses with fewer than 100 employees that are not major sources of waste or emissions.
SBEAP’s focus is on compliance assistance, but
there is a growing emphasis on going beyond compliance to get small businesses into a less burdensome
regulatory process or out of the regulatory loop altogether. They actively promote pollution prevention,
best management practices, environmental stewardship, and sustainability. If you’re in a planning phase
of a project, they request that they are contacted early
in the process to reduce problems and possibly regulatory burden.
Check out the website at www.pca.state.mn.us/
sbeap for further information, informational videos,
and success stories. One particular success story is
listed in which a manufacturer was able to save a
$400 annual stormwater permit fee plus the cost of
staff time for record keeping and monitoring costs.
In total, by achieving the no exposure exclusion, they
were able to save the company almost $6,000 over a
¿YH\HDUWHUP
Is your small business ready to be the next success
VWRU\",IVRVWDUWE\FDOO  

From Page 1

als that you
requested
yourself…
but remember, staff
will be
available
whenever
you want
them to
help. Other
5RH )DPLO\ 6LQJHUV JUHDW IRU NLGOHWV  6DWXU- The band Sidewalk Cafe will play improveGypsy jazz stylings at the Savage
GD\0DUFKDWDPDWWKH(ONR1HZ0DUNHW Library on Feb. 28.
ments to
/LEUDU\    Can’t make it to the 331
watch for
Club on Monday evenings? Then bring the whole in the next few months are DFFHVVWRHPDJD]LQHV, a
family with you to catch the winners of multiple Waf- new FDWDORJ, opening the -RUGDQ/LEUDU\ in an exÀH ,URQV (for best Jug Band in the Twin Cities). It’s citing new building, and a new LQWHUDFWLYHZHEVLWH.
rollicking family fun featuring a mix of original music
and contemporary takes on old-time tunes!
Computer classes, small business classes, legal
workshops, author visits, children’s programming,
** “Booked: Live Bands at Your Library” is fund- story times, dances with live bands, and much more is
ed in part with money from Minnesota’s Arts and Cul- available. Check the “Calendar of Events” on the litural Heritage Fund.
brary’s website for all of the things to do at the library.
See below for an example of something new coming
The Scott County Libraries will continue to be
to the Scott County Libraries.
your source for books, magazines, DVDs, CDs, talkPlease check our website www.scott.lib.mn.us
ing books, newspapers, information resources (print
or call or visit your library for additional informaand online), public PCs, wireless access to the intertion about programming at your libraries, computer
net, e-books, answers to your questions, friendly and classes, library hours and locations, or anything else
knowledgeable library staff, library programs, meet- (really – anything else!).
ing rooms, and more. But you will see some changes
in the next year. ([SUHVVSLFNXS of your holds will
Scott County Library System Administration:
be available soon in all of the branch libraries. This
(952) 707-1760
will allow you to pick up your books or other materi- 5HQHZDO/LQH  

A crew from the University of St. Thomas and St.
&URL[:DWHUVKHG5HVHDUFK6WDWLRQFROOHFWHGODNH
sediment core samples from Upper Prior Lake.

Master Gardeners
offer free classes
The Scott-Carver Master Gardeners will once again
present a series of classes at the Prior Lake (16210
Eagle Creek Avenue) and Shakopee (235 S. Lewis
Street) libraries. Classes are free of charge, and no
registration is necessary. Classes begin at 6:30 p.m.
8QGHUXVHG9HJHWDEOHV
3ULRU/DNH)HE
6KDNRSHH)HE
You’ve grown tomatoes and cucumbers,
but now you’re looking
for something more adventurous to add to your
vegetable garden. Please
join us in exploring
some underused -- maybe even unusual -- vegetable
varieties for your 2013 garden.
³*URZLQJ8S$)UHVK/RRNDW9HUWLFDO
*DUGHQLQJ´ 3ULRU/DNH0DUFK6KDNRSHH
0DU 
Running out of garden space? Join us for some
new, fun, and creative vertical ideas for your gardens.
We will cover vines, of course, along with containers and structures that will take up little of your precious landscape square footage. Although this class
will concentrate on ornamentals, we will touch on a
few veggies that can be manipulated for space saving!
/DZQ&DUH.HHSLQJWKH³JUHHQ´RQ\RXUODZQ
LQ\RXUSRFNHWDQGRXWRIRXUZDWHUZD\V (Prior
/DNH0DU6KDNRSHH0DU
Come discuss some basic methods to help keep
your lawn healthy, better able to withstand extreme
weather (remember the drought of 2012?), reduce
VRPHRYHUDOOFRVWVDQGKDYH\RXUODZQEHDEHQH¿WWR
the environment as well as to your own curb appeal.
([WUHPH*DUGHQLQJ3HUHQQLDOVIRU'U\RU:HW
6SRWV 3ULRU/DNH0DU6KDNRSHH0DU
With droughts becoming more frequent, gardeners
ZRXOGGRZHOOWRSODQJDUGHQVWKDWÀRXULVKZLWKOLWWOH
water. And if you have a soggy spot, let us help you
choose plants that will thrive in moist soil. Let your
soil type and the level of moisture determine what you
plant.
6KUXEV1RW-XVW)RXQGDWLRQ3ODQWLQJV 3ULRU
/DNH$SULO6KDNRSHH0DU
Reexamine shrubs in your landscape by taking a
look at popular and new shrubs and their uses.
7UHHV 3ULRU/DNH$SULO6KDNRSHH$SULO
Looking for something new to “spruce” up your
landscape? We’ll explore old and underused trees that
may be regaining popularity and new ones that may
be able to survive in Zone 4. Care of these trees and
the resistance of insects and disease will be discussed.
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Help available to transform land
to native prairie, forested buffers
+DYH\RXHYHUGULYHQE\DFRORUIXO¿HOGRIQDWLYH
JUDVVHVDQGZLOGÀRZHUVDQGZRQGHUHGLI\RXUSURSerty could look like that? Or are you an avid hunter,
gardener, or wildlife enthusiast, or live by an eroding
stream or ditch and want to do something to improve
WKHODQGVFDSHRUEHQH¿WKDELWDW"
All of these options are possible -- and the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District staff can help
you make it happen! Currently, up to $2,500 per acre,
plus the expertise of trained specialists, is available
for native prairie plantings, and up to 100 percent
of the costs for planting materials, up to $1,000 per
acre, is available for planting forested buffers that will
help reduce erosion and provide wildlife habitat along
streams and ditches.
Alyssa Alness, Resource Conservation Technician
ZLWKWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQZLOOEHYLVLWLQJ
landowners throughout parts of Scott County to talk
about the hows, whats, wheres, whens, and whys of
SODQWLQJGHHSURRWHGQDWLYHJUDVVHVDQGZLOGÀRZHUV
$OWKRXJK WKH EHQH¿WV DUH PDQ\ UHVLGHQWV DUH RIWHQ
most interested in improving habitat for songbirds,
EXWWHUÀLHVGHHUDQGRWKHUZLOGOLIHXVLQJWDOOJUDVVHV
DQG ZLOGÀRZHUV WR VWRS ¿HOG HURVLRQ DQG FOHDQ RXU
waters; and creating a low-cost, low-maintenance,
chemical-free backyard.
Now it’s even more appealing to do so, with available funding incentives from the Scott Watershed
Management Organization, plus the expertise of
trained specialists who can help with everything from
selecting the location to choosing varieties that prove
most successful.

:K\QDWLYHSODQWV"
Native plants have evolved over thousands of
years in particular regions. They have adapted to the
geography, hydrology, and climate of that region. Native plants occur in communities -- that is, they have
evolved together with other native plants and species.
As a result, a community of native plants provides
habitat for a variety of native wildlife species, such as
VRQJELUGVDQGEXWWHUÀLHVDQGEHQH¿WWKHVRLODQGVXUrounding environment. Typically, native prairie plant-

SWCD taking
tree, shrub orders
Whether you live in the country or in the city,
natural screenings with trees and shrubs have
PDQ\EHQH¿WV6WDUWSODQWLQJWKLV\HDU7KH6FRWW
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
has a program just for you, and can even help
you decide what to plant. Each year, the District
sells thousands of bare-root seedlings, including
a number of choices perfect for buffer areas along
streams, hedges/privacy screenings, wildlife habitat, and rural windbreaks.
When making your selections, it’s important
to consider soil type, amount of sunlight, natural
drainage, common wind conditions, precipitation,
and other site needs when choosing trees and shrubs.
Sold in bundles of 25; this year’s favorites include:

$O\VVD$OQHVVIURPWKH6:&'RI¿FHZLOOSURYLGH
technical assistance to landowners who want to
convert their land into native prairie or plant a
forested buffer along streams or ditches. Financial
assistance is also available.

ings require no fertilization or watering, and naturally
resist weed and bug infestations.

Forested Buffers
Alness is also available to guide landowners with
their forested buffer projects, from drawing up plans
to ordering materials and site preparation. She will be
available to provide ongoing advice on maintenance,
ensuring the stream or ditch restoration is successful.
“It’s very exciting to be able to help landowners
green up their properties with trees and shrubs,” said
Alness. “Plus the incentives of up to $1000 per acre
make your efforts even more attractive. It’s a win-win
for you and the environment!”
Alness welcomes general questions on establishing
native prairie or forested buffers. Contact her at (952)
492-5414 or via email at aalness@co.scott.mn.us. Interested residents can schedule a time to meet her on
their property and discuss their potential projects.

&RQLIHURXV7UHHVDQG6KUXEV
Red Cedar, White Cedar, Norway Pine, White
Pine, Black Hills Spruce, Colorado Spruce,
White Spruce, and Tamarack
'HFLGXRXV7UHHV
Quaking Aspen, Paper Birch, Common
Chokecherry, Red Splendor Crabapple, Thornless
Honeylocust, American Linden, Red Maple,
Sugar Maple, Bur Oak, Red Oak, Swamp White
Oak, White Oak, American Plum, Siouxland
Poplar, and Black Walnut
'HFLGXRXV6KUXEV
Black Chokeberry, Highbush Cranberry, Red
Osier Dogwood, American Black Elderberry,
American Hazelnut, Common Purple Lilac, and
Serviceberry.
Call (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us if you’d like to receive
2013 tree materials. Useful information and tree
descriptions can be found at www.scottswcd.org/
programs_tree.html. Order pickup is scheduled
for )ULGD\DQG6DWXUGD\$SULODQG, at the
Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.

6FRWW6:&'VHOOLQJSUDLULHVHHGZLOGÀRZHUSDFNDJHV
For the third year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan is selling prairie seed and
ZLOGÀRZHU PL[HV WKURXJK LWV DQQXDO WUHH SURJUDP
The goal of the program is to convert lawn and fallow
acres into bursts of color and cover for wildlife and
birds. A variety of mixes are available:
%LUGDQG%XWWHUÀ\0L[ 
3HUHQQLDOVLQWKLVPL[ZLOODWWUDFWELUGVEXWWHUÀLHV
and hummingbirds to your yard with the colors and
VPHOOVRIDEHDXWLIXOQDWLYHZLOGÀRZHUJDUGHQ)RUmulated for most soil conditions, the mix includes
an assortment of spring, summer, and fall-blooming
species. Several short native grass species are also included to reduce weed competition, enhance wildlife
YDOXHDQGPDLQWDLQDSOHDVLQJDSSHDUDQFHDIWHUÀRZers have bloomed.
7KH PL[ LQFOXGHV  VSHFLHV RI QDWLYH ZLOGÀRZHUVDQG¿YHVSHFLHVRIQDWLYHJUDVVHVLQFOXGLQJ3UDLULH&RUHRSVLV0HDGRZ%OD]LQJ6WDU%XWWHUÀ\ZHHG
Hoary Vervain, Big Bluestem, and Indiangrass.
1DWLYH3UDLULH0L[HV 
You can reduce the time, cost and environmental
impact of maintaining a large lawn by going native!
Two choices are available this year, one for moist soil
conditions and the other for dry growing areas. These
SHUHQQLDOJUDVVZLOGÀRZHUPL[HVDUHSHUIHFWIRUFUHating high-quality wildlife habitat that adds color,
beauty, and texture to your landscape. Containing
FRORUIXOZLOGÀRZHUVDQGDWWUDFWLYHWDOOSUDLULHJUDVVHV
these plants -- once established -- provide food and
nesting cover for wildlife, birds and insects. The species chosen require half a day or more of direct sun
and will provide a parade of color through summer
and fall.
For GU\ DUHDV  VSHFLHV RI QDWLYH ZLOGÀRZers/native grasses have been selected because the
seeds adapt well to variety of soil conditions and

in demand now more than ever for everything from
erosion control to wildlife habitat enhancements. In
fall, these grasses turn gold, red, and bronze, and
stand straight throughout the winter, capturing snow
and providing critical nesting cover. Once established,
you’ll enjoy your native prairie for years to come with
decades of minimal maintenance, knowing you are
doing your part to help protect our environment!
This mix includes six species of grasses, including favorites Big Bluestem, Side Oats Grama, Canada
Wild Rye, Virginia Wild Rye, Little Bluestem, and
Indian Grass. Sold in 2.3 pound bags, it covers approximately one-quarter of an acre.
New!:HWODQG0L[ 

:LOGÀRZHUV QRW RQO\ DGG FRORU DQG QDWXUDOL]H
6RZ LQ WKLV VSHFLDOO\ FKRVHQ ZLOGÀRZHUJUDVV
landscapes, they also serve as pollination magnets sedge mix on wetland soils. In this mix, you will have
IRUELUGVEHHVEXWWHUÀLHVDQGKXPPLQJELUGV

can survive drought conditions. Seeds in this mix
include Canada Milk Vetch, Rattlesnake Master, Wild Bergamot, and Purple Prairie Clover,
along with Side Oats Grama and Little Bluestem.
For moist sitesVSHFLHVRIQDWLYHZLOGÀRZHUVQDtive grasses have been chosen because these seeds
adapt to a variety of soil conditions and tolerate moist
and wet conditions. Seeds in this mix include New
England Aster, Showy Tick Trefoil, Maximillian’s
6XQÀRZHU&XS3ODQW*ROGHQ$OH[DQGHUVDQG&DQDda Wild Rye. A complete list with photos of each species is available on the Scott SWCD website.
Both of the Native Prairie Mixes are sold in 2.3
pound bags, estimated to cover up a planting of up to
one-quarter of an acre.
7DOOJUDVV3UDLULH0L[ 
Like the native prairie mix, the Tallgrass Prairie
Mix is another option for restoring some of your highmaintenance lawn to a low-cost, natural landscape.
The beauty and versatility of these natural grasses are

plants that grow on upland as well as wetland settings
to bring back the native ecosystem for aesthetic and/
or wildlife purposes (duck habitat). The seeds will
germinate and grow in standing water. The perimeter
around a farm pond is a great area to plant this wetland seed mix. In the upper reaches of the pond, we
suggest broadcasting the seed eight to 10 feet out into
the water and broadcasting 20 to 30 feet up the bank.
7KLV PL[ LQFOXGHV  VSHFLHV RI ZLOGÀRZHUV LQcluding Mud Plantain, New England Aster, Nodding
Bur Marigold, Northern Blue Flag Iris, Prairie Blazing Star, Betony, and more along with 10 species
of grasses and sedges like Canada Blue Joint, Reed
Manna Grass, Prairie Cordgrass, Pointed Broom
Sedge, and Woolgrass.
For more information on any of these seed mixes,
FDOOWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQ$IXOOFRORUIDFW
sheet and photos of the species offered in each mix are
also available by calling (952) 492-5425. Evergreen
and deciduous seedlings and tree supplies are also
sold through the 2013 Scott SWCD Tree Program. Go
to www.scottswcd.org for more details on this great
conservation effort.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

February/March 2013 Scott County SCENE Page 9

Water quality improves in Minnesota River
Testing shows wastewater plants already achieved 2015 goal
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency recently released results of testing on the Minnesota River that shows
VLJQL¿FDQW LPSURYHPHQWV LQ SROOXWLRQ
levels in the river.
³,W¶VRIWHQGLI¿FXOWWRVKRZHQYLURQ
mental gains because it can take decades
WRVKRZVLJQL¿FDQWSURJUHVV7KHUHIRUH
when we have achievements, we need
to celebrate them,” says MPCA Commissioner John Linc Stine. “This happy
discovery really emphasizes that environmental advances are long term and
the resources dedicated are worth it.”
For three weeks in August, MPCA
staff monitored the Minnesota River to
see if this hot, dry summer caused low
dissolved oxygen in a 20-mile stretch
of the river, which has been a problem
in the past under similar conditions.
The results pleased MPCA scientists
because it shows that dissolved oxygen
OHYHOVDUHJRRGDQGVXSSRUWLQJ¿VKDQG
other aquatic life even during stressful
environmental conditions.
The testing was important to do because low dissolved oxygen can cause

problems for aquatic life when the river
LV DW ORZ ÀRZ DQG WKH ZDWHU WHPSHUD
ture is higher than normal. These results also point to the effectiveness of
a 2004 MPCA plan and a phosphorus
reduction permit that affected wastewa-

ter treatment plans along the Minnesota
River and its tributaries.
According to Glenn Skuta, MPCA
water monitoring manager, “Over the
past several years, wastewater treatment plants along the affected stretch

of the river implemented several phosphorus reduction strategies that are
working based on the good dissolved
oxygen levels we found in this survey.
There were no violations of the dissolved oxygen water quality standard.”
Skuta is pleased with their efforts.
“The wastewater treatment plants covered by he permit collectively achieved
the 2015 goal well in advance of the
deadline, This is an excellent example
of local government collaborating with
industrial dischargers to realize and environmental outcome -- improved water quality. The cities, businesses, and
Metropolitan Council Environmental
Services, who have all improved their
wastewater treatment, deserve credit
for their good work in protecting the
river,” he said.
Additional work needs to continue
on cleaning up things like sediment
DQGEDFWHULDLQWKHULYHUDWKLJKHUÀRZV
including agricultural soil and water
conservation practices and urban storm
water management.
Information from www.pca.state.mn.us

The Brillian Seeder and other grass
seeding equipment can be rented
from SCWD by local landowners

Great Plains no-till drill

Applications being accepted
for farm conservation program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) is now
accepting applications to help producers improve water and air quality, build
healthier soil, improve grazing and
forest lands, conserve energy, enhance
organic operations, and achieve other
HQYLURQPHQWDOEHQH¿WV
NRCS has directed almost $23.7
PLOOLRQLQ¿QDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHIRU¿VFDO
2013 to help Minnesota producers implement conservation practices through
the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), the agency’s largest
Farm Bill conservation program. Interested producers from Scott County
should visit the NRCS service center in
Jordan for information on EQIP sign-up
periods.
“The Environmental Quality Incentives Program offers farmers, ranchers,
and forestland managers a variety of
options to conserve natural resources
while boosting production on their
lands,” District Conservationist Katundra Shears said. “This $23.7 million
conservation investment helps improve
environmental health and the economy

of Minnesota’s rural communities.”
(4,3 SURYLGHV ¿QDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH
for a variety of conservation activities,
such as irrigation water management,
UHGXFHGWLOODJH¿HOGEXIIHUVURWDWLRQDO
grazing systems, and much more. The
deadline for the next signup period in
Minnesota is Friday, February 15. Additional 2013 signup deadlines include
March 15 and April 19.
Additionally, NRCS offers special
initiatives through EQIP, including:
* On-Farm Energy Initiative, to
help producers conserve energy;
* Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative,
to help producers install high tunnels
designed to extend the growing season
into the cold months;
* Organic Initiative.
To participate in EQIP, an applicant
must be an individual, entity, or joint
operation that meets EQIP eligibility
criteria. Scott County applicants can
sign up at the NRCS at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. For more
information about EQIP or other techQLFDO RU ¿QDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH SURJUDPV
offered by NRCS, call (952) 492-5425.

Wetland specialist joins staff
Rob Fisk has been hired as Wetland
Specialist at the Natural Resources
&RQVHUYDWLRQ6HUYLFH 15&6 RI¿FHLQ
Jordan. His primary role will be helping
landowners protect and enhance wetlands in Scott County and surrounding
counties. Much of his work is focused
on future wetland determinations, and
he looks forward to working with landowners and producers to achieve common goals.
Fisk earned his bachelor of science
degree in environmental planning and a
master’s degree in low-impact agriculture from the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities. Prior to coming to Jordan,
he worked with the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land Management,
and most recently as an ecologist with
the NRCS Soil Survey in southwest
Alaska. While in Alaska, Fisk studied
and mapped the ecology of some of the

most remote areas
in the state, some
that had never been
studied before. He
spent much of his
time hiking mountains and camping
for weeks at a time.
Unlike Scott County, bears were one
of the hazards of
his job while workRob Fisk
ing in Alaska.
“I’m very excited to be back in Minnesota and working with and assisting
the local communities close to where I
grew up,” he said. Fisk is a graduate of
Orono High School. He can be reached
DWWKH15&6RI¿FHORFDWHGDWWKH6FRWW
County Fairgrounds in Jordan (in the
IRUPHU )DUP 6HUYLFH $JHQF\ RI¿FH 
or by calling (952) 492-5425.

SWCD rents out no-till
drill, grass seeders
To assist with planting soybeans,
sorghum, or native grasses into crop
residue areas, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in
Jordan rents out no-till drill and grass
seeding equipment to local farmers and
other rural landowners.
Scott SWCD has worked hard to
encourage no-till production in Scott
County because of the environmenWDO DQG HFRQRPLF EHQH¿WV LW SURYLGHV
Many landowners have responded positively to this alternative method of crop
production.
7KHEHQH¿WVIRUXVLQJQRWLOOHTXLS
ment are many, including:
 1R QHHG IRU FXOWLYDWLRQ The
narrow rows create a fast-establishing crop canopy, resulting in
less weed pressure and less potential for soil crusting.
 )HZHUSDVVHVLQWKH¿HOGFewer secondary passes to prepare
¿HOGVIRUSODQWLQJUHVXOWLQVXE
stantial savings of time, machinery costs, fuel, and labor.
 ,PSURYHG VRLO TXDOLW\ Notill reduces soil erosion, leav-

ing productive topsoil in place.
/HDYLQJ FURS UHVLGXH LQ ¿HOGV
LQFUHDVHV WKH ZDWHULQ¿OWUDWLRQ
rate of the soil. More water is
also available for plants to use
and less likely to cause erosion
from runoff.
 <LHOGV Yields can be comparable to -- and may even exceed
-- conventional systems.
One of the pieces of equipment, the
seven-foot Great Plains drill, is an excellent choice for establishing and or
restoring native prairies.
The rental rate for all equipment is
 DQ DFUH LQ DGGLWLRQ D PLQLPXP
non-refundable drop charge of $100 is
required. This drop-charge amount will
be applied to the total acres planted. The
HTXLSPHQWLVUHVHUYHGRQD¿UVWFRPH
¿UVWVHUYHG EDVLV RIWHQ GHOLYHUHG DQG
picked up directly at the planting site.
If you are interested in renting any
of this equipment or would like more
information, contact Scott Schneider,
Resource Conservationist, at (952)
492-5425.

Pick up trash on ice
6FRWW&RXQW\LVEOHVVHGZLWKVHYHUDOJRRG¿VKLQJODNHV+XQGUHGVRISHR
ple pile on warm clothes, grab their rod and bait bucket, and head out on the
lake to enjoy a true Minnesota tradition ±LFH¿VKLQJ. For some, it’s a home
away from home. For others, it’s a chance to take their family out and enjoy
a winter activity together.
When you are out on the lake, please be responsible and respectful of the
resource, and DOZD\VSLFNXS\RXUWUDVKDQGDQ\WKLQJHOVH\RXEURXJKW
Remember: Anything you leave on the lake will go into the water when the ice
melts. Stuff a garbage bag or two in your cooler. If you see someone throw
trash on the ice by their ice house, pick it up and ask them to please take the
trash with them. Let’s all do our part to keep our lake systems clean!
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Beware of deceptive sales
pitches for water systems

Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
6KHULII.HYLQ6WXGQLFND

The Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) is reminding Minnesota
residents to beware of false claims, deceptive sales pitches, and scare tactics
being used by some water treatment
Sadly, domestic abuse is one of the more common crimes in Scott County. companies to sell expensive and unnec'RPHVWLFDEXVHLVGH¿QHGDVFRPPLWWLQJDQ\RIWKHIROORZLQJDJDLQVWDIDPLO\RU essary water treatment systems.
5HFHQWO\ 5LFK¿HOG SROLFH LVVXHG
household member by a family or household member:
an alert after residents reported getting
green bottles left on their doorstep with
x Physical harm, bodily injury, or assault
x 7KHLQÀLFWLRQRIIHDURILPPLQHQWSK\VLFDOKDUPERGLO\LQMXU\RUDVVDXOW a request for a water sample. After prox Terroristic threats, criminal sexual conduct, or interfering with an viding a sample, a homeowner received
a visit from a salesman with an aggresemergency call
sive sales pitch for a treatment system
:KDWPDNHVGRPHVWLFDEXVHVRGLI¿FXOWIRUHYHU\RQHLQYROYHGLVWKDWLWLVRIWHQ costing more than $6,000 and had difa very personal matter. Often, it involves loved ones who have trusted each other ¿FXOW\ JHWWLQJ WKH VDOHVPDQ WR OHDYH
for long periods of time, who suddenly react in a way that up to that point would 2I¿FLDOVLQ)DOFRQ+HLJKWVDOVRDOHUWHG
residents after complaints of water testbe out of character for them.
But what can you do to prevent this crime from occurring in your family? Is ing kits and personal information rethere any way to calm a bad temper or scale down an argument? The answer is quests being left at people’s doors.
While the pitch varies, the salesperyes, there are things you can do to lower your risk of being a victim of domestic
son nearly always: Recites a list of reabuse.
First, if arguments get heated, take a time out. Step away from the argument cent groundwater contamination probuntil all who are involved are ready to discuss the incident in a civil, respectful lems; offers to conduct a series of water
manner. It may take time and patience for that moment to happen, but usually
this will happen. Calm down, cool off, and collect your thoughts before trying to
solve anything.
Next, prepare yourselves before any argument takes place. If you know you
have a problem with your temper, for instance, seek help. There is counseling
available from a number of sources to control your anger.
0DQ\ ¿QDQFLDO LQVWLWXWLRQV DUH DOAnd regardless of your predetermined level of anger, make a commitment to- lowing consumers to use their smartday to never use physical force, threats, or manipulative techniques to resolve your phones to check account balances,
issues. Come up with a plan to solve your disputes in an adult manner, without transfer funds between accounts, make
threats or intimidation.
payments, and conduct practically any
$OORIWKLVDGYLFHLV¿QHDQGGDQG\EXWUHDOLVWLFDOO\ZH¶UHQRWJRLQJWRHQGGR- other banking activities that can be done
mestic abuse. So what should you do if you become a victim of domestic abuse? on a computer. While mobile banking
The answer is pretty easy -- UHSRUWLW Let someone know what has happened. can provide convenience and allow you
0RUH WKDQ OLNHO\ LI WKHUH LVQ¶W DQ LQWHUYHQWLRQ WKH ¿UVW WLPHWKLV KDSSHQV WKHUH to keep on top of your accounts even
will almost certainly be a second time. If you believe you have been the victim of when you’re on the go, you should take
domestic abuse, or know of someone who may be a victim, that’s a good time to a few precautions.
call 911. It may be the most important call you ever make!
Ask your bank about the mobile bankReporting your involvement in domestic abuse not only helps the victim, it also inŐ serǀiĐes it oīers anĚ hoǁ muĐh they
FDQKHOSWKHDEXVHU¿QGWKHFRXQVHOLQJDQGUHVRXUFHVWKH\PD\QHHGLQRUGHUWR may cost. 6RPH¿QDQFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQVDUH
prevent a similar situation from happening in the future. You can be the person allowing smartphone users to snap a
who stops the cycle of abuse for the next potential victim.
photo of a check and deposit the amount
The most important thing to remember is it is never okay to use physical force right into their account, without having
WRUHVROYHDQ\GRPHVWLFLVVXHVDQGLI\RXGRQ¶WUHSRUWLWWKH¿UVWWLPHLWKDSSHQV to enter a bank branch or use an ATM.
it is very likely the abuser will some day strike again.
Also, consumers can make person-toperson payments for situations, such as
splitting the bill for dinner with friends.
The Scott County Law Enforce- gion in Shakopee. Scott County has al- Some consumers also arrange with their
ment Memorial Scholarship Commit- ways had an outstanding reputation for bank to send them text alerts warning
tee is currently accepting applications. its high standards for professional law about low balances, an overdrawn acScholarships are open to Scott County HQIRUFHPHQW RI¿FHUV %HFDXVH RI WKH count, or unauthorized transactions.
hnĚerstanĚ your ƉotenƟal liability Ĩor
residents or those people employed in GHVLUH WR UHPHPEHU RXU RI¿FHUV ZKR
Scott County who are pursuing careers have died while actively employed in unauthoriǌeĚ transacƟons. “While you’ll
in law enforcement; applications are law enforcement, the Scott County Law generally be protected by the same
available online at www.scott-co-law- Enforcement Memorial Scholarship consumer laws that would apply to
enforcement-scholarship.org
Committee continues to promote law your other banking transactions, it’s
Scholarship deadline is 0DUFK  enforcement professionalism through important to read the disclosures your
bank provides about liability for unau2013, with our 30th Year Banquet set this annual scholarship.
thorized transactions and understand
for May 16, 2013 at the American Le-

Preventing domestic abuse

quality “tests”; misrepresent state and
federal drinking water standards; and
offers a “one-time” only offer.
Even legitimate water treatment
systems can be very expensive, and if
poorly operated or maintained, may do
little or nothing to improve water quality. Water treatment systems should be
installed only if they are actually needed, and they should be customized to
DGGUHVV\RXUVSHFL¿FZDWHUSUREOHP V 
If you believe you have been given
misleading information, or that you
have been subjected to unfair or highpressure tactics in the course of a sales
visit, contact the Minnesota Attorney
*HQHUDO¶VRI¿FH&RQVXPHU&RPSODLQWV
division at (651) 296-3353, or visit
them online at www.ag.state.mn.us/
Consumer/Complaint.asp. Information
about drinking water and home water
treatment systems is available at www.
health.mn.us/water and click on “Fact
Sheet.”

Caution advised when using
Smartphones for banking

Law enforcement scholarships available

what terms apply
to your transactions,” said Elizabeth Khalil, a Senior Policy Analyst in the FDIC’s
Division of Depositor and Consumer Protection
Also, be aware
that the funds you
place on a prepaid card may or may not
be protected by FDIC insurance if the
bank that holds the money (for you and
other customers) were to fail. If you
have questions, call the FDIC toll-free
DW   
As ǁith any acƟǀity conĚucteĚ online͕
keeƉ security in minĚ. Protect your mo-

bile device — not just your online account — with a password that is hard
for others to guess. Don’t lend your
smartphone to others. Know what to
do if you lose your smartphone, such as
whether you can remotely delete personal information such as your account
logins and contact information. Quickly report any unauthorized transactions
or other suspicious activity.
)RUDGGLWLRQDO¿QDQFLDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
contact Sharon Powell, University of
Minnesota Extension Educator, at (952)


Learning about secured credit cards
Worried about
IRUHFORVXUH"

The Scott County Community Development Agency provides free, FRQ¿GHQWLDO
services to homeowners in Scott County
who are at risk of losing their home. The
CDA’s Foreclosure Prevention Program
serves homeowners who are behind (or
anticipate they will fall behind) on mortgage payments, property taxes, or homeowners’ association fees. Participants will
receive information, advocacy, and referrals. For more information, contact the
Scott County CDA at (952) 402-9022 or
visit their website at www.scottcda.org/
foreclosure-prevention.

Credit cards are virtually essential in the contemporary world. You need one to make a hotel or plane
reservation, or to rent a car, even if you plan to pay
cash. Many stores even require a credit card to accept
your check. Responsible use of a credit card builds a
good credit rating, too.
But people who have never had credit or need
to repair a poor credit history may not qualify for a
regular credit card. For them, a VHFXUHGFUHGLWFDUG
(SCC) may be a good way to establish (or re-establish) credit. SCCs require a cash collateral deposit
that becomes the credit line for that account. For example, if you put $500 in the account, you can charge
up to $500.
If you’re interested in acquiring a secured credit
card, check Bankrate.com for a list of secured credit
card issuers. If you’re a credit union member, ask
about a secured card there. About half of the nation’s
credit unions offer secured cards to their members and
may offer lower interest rates and waive annual fees.
Not all lenders offer secured credit cards. Some or-

ganizations are moving away from secured cards and
toward unsecured cards with lower limits and higher
interest rates and fees. Still, secured cards are a good
choice -- and sometimes the only option -- for people
who are just starting out or rebuilding after a major life
event, such as a divorce, job loss, or serious illness.
The best way to use a secured card to build credit is
to buy a few things and pay off the card every month.
Paying in full every month helps show that you’re a
reliable payer of bills.
While secured cards make sure you never spend
more money than you can afford while they force
you to save, it’s not a good idea to keep one any longer than is necessary. All secured cards have annual
fees and higher interest rates than regular, unsecured
cards. Experts recommend that secured cards should
be used as a stepping stone.
For more information. Contact Sharon Powell, Extension Educator, Family Resource ManDJHPHQW DW VSRZHOO#XPQHGX RU   
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Musicians, actors, speakers
sought for 4-H Share the Fun
Communication Arts Contest
Do you sing, dance, play an instrument, or enjoy giving public presentations? If so, we’re looking for you!
The Scott County 4-H program will
be hosting our Share the Fun skits and
Performing Arts judging contest Saturday morning, April 20, in Belle Plaine.

skills, previous experiences, and/or future plans within their performing arts
project area.
* Performances can be done indi%\$EE\:DJQHU([WHQVLRQ(GXFDWRU
vidually or as a team.
Today’s 4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning
* Bring anything you need to do
leadership, citizenship, and life skills. For more than a century, the four Hs on the
your performance (such as CD player,
well-known 4-H clover (representing Head, Heart, Hands, and Health) have been
costumes, props, et cetera). A piano,
recognized as a trusted framework for excellence in positive youth development.
music stand and microphone will be
The 4-H program -- a joint collaboration between the United States Department Share the Fun
Share the Fun is an opportunity for provided that day.
of Agriculture, land-grant universities, state and local governments, and private
* Judges will select participants to
partners -- welcomes all young people to participate in a “learning-by-doing” en- 4-Hers to experience performing with a
vironment where they are able to actively participate in hands-on experiences and group, usually your own club. Group advance to State Fair.
performances help 4-Hers develop
* Participants must be enrolled in
make a lasting impact in their communities.
4-H professionals and volunteers are the backbone of the 4-H community. The SRLVHVHOIFRQ¿GHQFHDQGGLVFLSOLQHLW the “Performing Arts” project area by
caring support of adult volunteers and mentors inspires young people in 4-H to also expands interest, knowledge, and 0D\, and must have completwork collaboratively, take the lead on their own projects, and set and achieve goals skill in the performing arts. It involves ed 6th grade by State Fair time.
ZLWKFRQ¿GHQFH$VDUHVXOW+HUVDFURVVWKHQDWLRQDUHUHVSRQGLQJWRFKDO- having fun, working with others, and Public Speaking (you may
sharing the results of the work with an choose your own topic)
lenges every day in their communities and their world.
* No singing, visual aids, or music
4-H has realized that families are at the center of our society, and strives to audience.
* Bring anything you need for your tapes are permitted.
encourage strong families through the programs that are offered. This is accom* The speech must be written by the
plished in part by recruiting, training, and supporting the talents and passions of performance (such as CD player, costhose who wish to guide and nurture youth. If you are interested in sharing your tumes, props, et cetera). A piano, music participant with no more than 10 perNQRZOHGJHOHDGLQJE\H[DPSOHDQGKHOSLQJ6FRWW&RXQW\\RXWKIXO¿OOWKHLUFRP- stand, and microphone will be provided cent being quotations.
* Only 3x5 cards can be used for
PLWPHQWWR+SOHDVHFRQWDFWRXURI¿FHDW  :HZRXOGEHKDSS\ that day.
* Acts cannot exceed six minutes in reference in the intermediate and senior
to answer any questions you may have about becoming an adult volunteer!
divisions.
length.
* The Share the Fun performance
that is judged to be the best will have Interpretive Reading
* Chosen reading may be read from
the opportunity to perform at the State
a script or memorized.
Fair.
* Sources can be published prose,
Tom Armstrong
SRHWU\ ¿FWLRQ FRPHG\ KXPRU FKLOPerforming Arts
The best part of any job working with youth leadThe Performing Arts project is an dren’s literature, news articles, speechers is watching young people grow into strong posiopportunity for K-12th graders to show- es, letters, journals, et cetera (appropritive role models. Tom Armstrong from Shakopee Sucase their talents in the areas of drama, ate sources can be put together with
per Seekers 4-H club is one of those young people.
music, dance, and other forms of per- brief bridging statements).
Tom -- son of Harold and Carol Armstrong -- is a juforming arts. The project combines
* Presentations must include the
nior at Shakopee High School, and has been a Scott
stage presence with skill development source, author, and short introduction
&RXQW\+$PEDVVDGRUIRUWKHODVW¿YH\HDUVDQGD
and sharing those skills with others.
(all included in your total time limit).
4-H Youth Teaching Youth teen teacher for two.
* Participants will perform for the
7LPH OLPLWV IRU 3XEOLF 6SHDNLQJ
A hard worker, Tom enjoys having a good time and
audience and a judge; after each per- DQG,QWHUSUHWLYH5HDGLQJ
getting everyone around him to smile and feel welformance, the judge will meet with
* Cloverbuds, 1-3 minutes; Begincome and comfortable. This fall, he taught 3rd gradthe participants to discuss their perfor- ners, 2-4 minutes; Intermediate, 4-5
ers at Eagle Creek Elementary about how to develop
Tom Armstrong
mances. (Participants are judged not PLQXWHV6HQLRUVPLQXWHV
positive character by being trustworthy, caring, and responsible. The students only on their performance, but also on
loved having Tom visit their classroom and were excited each week for his visit.
an individual conference interview.)
For more information about particiThank you, Tom, for all your help and leadership you give to the Scott County
* Performances cannot exceed six pating in the Share the Fun Communi4-H Program. We are excited for the new adventures you will bring to the team! minutes in length.
cation Arts Contest, contact Abby Wag* All participants must bring a post- ner at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
er, display, or notebook that describes torg0016@umn.edu.
Madison Deile
Hard work, determination, and enthusiasm are just
a few of the words we use to describe Madison Deile. Madison -- the daughter of Jan and Lisa Deile of
Prior Lake -- is in the 7th grade at Prior Lake Middle
School. She is an active member of the K-9 Academy
the County Fair,
The 6FRWW&RXQW\+ &ORYHUEXGV
and the 4-H Horse Club, and she is currently serving
project
days,
&RQQHFWLRQV program is up and runas one of the youth advisors to the Horse Club for the
and much more!
ning…and it’s a runaway success with
2012-2013 4-H year.
Scott County
new members across the County!
Some of her projects of interest include dogs, hors4-H offers sevThe 4-H Cloverbuds program in
es, pets, photography, and crafts. In 2012, Madison
en community
Scott County focuses on kindergarten
participated at the State Dog Show and received blue
Madison Deile
clubs that are all
through third graders – featuring fun,
ribbons in both Rally and Showmanship. Madison
open to cloverwas also a runner up in the Win a Paint Horse Contest at the State 4-H Horse Show. age-appropriate activities that focus on
bud 4-H memOver the past year, Madison really stepped up and demonstrated her junior cooperation, not competition. It’s basibers. By joining
leader skills by helping out at various out-of-school time events in Prior Lake as cally a program for kids to learn, grow,
a community club in your area, you will
well as helping with summer enrichment classes in various school districts. She and have fun!
4-H welcomes boys and girls from be able to meet families and participate
was able to demonstrate one of her passions by giving demonstrations on dog agilall backgrounds into Cloverbuds. In in activities and events that will build
ity to youth, and her demonstrations were a huge success!
We are very excited to have her currently serving as a junior leader to the 4-H the 4-H Cloverbud program, youth de- strong relationships and bonds that will
program and a junior ambassador. Congratulations, Madison, on being one of our velop a positive self-concept, a love help you and your children make lifefor learning, competencies in life skills long friends.
junior leaders in the spotlight!
The 4-H Program will be offering
-- self-understanding, social interaction, decision-making, learning to learn several activities throughout the winter
-- and mastering physical skills. Clo- for youth in grades K-3.
verbud members also develop positive
0DUFKIURPDPQRRQ
Do you love staying up all night with wall climbing, movies, arcade games, attitudes about learning, explore family
$SULOIURPDPQRRQ
and community relationships, and defriends and having a good time? Then bowling, ice skating, and much more!
the 6FRWW&RXQW\+:LQWHU/RFN,Q
The cost of the event is $25 for 4-H velop an understanding and apprecia7R ¿QG RXW PRUH DERXW VLJQLQJ XS
is the right event for you! Once again, members and $30 for non- members tion for social and cultural diversity.
Learning by doing is the motto of for a 4-H club in your area or about
the Scott County 4-H Program will (this includes all activities, food, drinks,
be putting on their annual 4-H Winter and door prizes). Invite your friends! the 4-H program. 4-H provides an op- signing up for a listed 4-H event, call
Lock-In at the Dakotah Sports and Fit- Call (952) 492-5410 to register. We are portunity for families to have fun to- WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQ 2I¿FH DW
ness Center in Prior Lake from 11p.m. - also looking for chaperones. If you are gether! Some opportunities that Clo- (952) 492-5410 or e-mail Abby Wagner
verbuds can take part in include Clover- at torg0016@umn.edu or Sara Wagner
4 a.m. on Feb. 22. At the lock-in, there interested, please call us.
bud Exploration mornings, day camps, DWGXQF#XPQHGX
will be basketball, swimming, rock

6HHNLQJDGXOWVWROHDGE\H[DPSOH

Junior Leaders In The Spotlight

Cloverbud Connections program
underway for K-3 students

Youth invited to Winter Lock-In

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
6FRWW&RXQW\$VVRFLDWLRQIRU/HDGHUVKLSDQG(I¿FLHQcy (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use.

From Savage:

Home, Garden and More Show scheduled at
Sports Center April 6
An upcoming event will help attendees gear up for
spring and get a glimpse inside the City’s newest recreational offering at the same time.
The Home, Garden and More Show is scheduled
from  DP WR  SP RQ 6DWXUGD\$SULO  at the
Savage Sports Center. Located in Savage Community
Park, the Sports Center is a seasonal dome that provides space for youth and adults to be active during
the winter months. The facility opened November 1.
Savage Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director
Lori Anderson approached the Savage City Council
with the idea for a
home and garden
show at the center
last month. The City
Council approved the concept, viewing it as a partnership that would increase exposure for the Sports Center as well as local businesses.
“I think it’s a great idea. It’s getting people in there
who normally would not be there,” said Mayor Janet
Williams. “It might be people who … didn’t think it
was a place they would ever use.”
Space is available for up to 60 local businesses to
participate in the show by having a booth and/or doing a demonstration. Sponsorships also are available,
Anderson said. While the event will have a home and
garden focus, all business types are welcome to be involved. Those interested may complete a registration
form available on the Savage Chamber of Commerce
website at savagechamber.com or by contacting AnGHUVRQDW  7KHVKRZZLOOEHRSHQWR
the public, with free admission!

be located at the northwest corner of Independence
Drive and Thrush Street.
The platting subdivides the 10-acre parcel immediately south of the Shakopee Area Catholic School
(SACS) into two lots. The smaller of the two, totaling three acres, would be home to the proposed senior
housing development. The remaining seven-acre parcel will remain available for future development.
The developer, Trident Development LLC, plans
to construct a three-story building that will include
independent-living, assisted-living, and memory-care
units for seniors ages 55 and older. Earlier in 2012,
the City Council approved a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) plan for the project, which will grant Trident
'HYHORSPHQWXSWRPLOOLRQLQ¿QDQFLDODVVLVWDQFH
in exchange for at least 20 percent of the housing units
being affordable to individuals with incomes at or below 50 percent of the median income in Scott County.

)URPWKH6KDNRSHH0GHZDNDQWRQ
6LRX[&RPPXQLW\
SMSC Creates a SaIety 1et oI 'e¿brillators

Scattered across Scott County are 140 Automated
([WHUQDO 'H¿EULOODWRUV $('V  ZKLFK WKH 6KDNRpee Mdewakanton Sioux Community has donated to
VFKRROVSROLFHDQG¿UHGHSDUWPHQWVDQGRWKHURUJDQLzations. An additional 27 AEDs are located around the
reservation and its enterprises, including Mystic Lake
Casino Hotel. This safety net is helping save lives.
AEDs are used to apply a lifesaving shock to an
individual whose heart has stopped beating and is the
only known therapy for most sudden cardiac arrests.
SMSC operates the Mdewakanton LIFE Program,
through which a total of
775 AEDs have been donated since the program
began in 2004. An amazing 21 lives have been
documented as “saves”
due to the use of an AED
with CPR, with 12 of
those in Scott County.
Three of the saves were
in Belle Plaine in the fall
and early winter of 2013.
In Scott County in previous years, 20 AEDs went
WRWKH6FRWW&RXQW\6KHULII¶V2I¿FHWRWKH6DYDJH
Police Department, 13 to the Prior Lake Police Department, seven to Scott County libraries, six to the
Jordan Fire Department, and many more to churches,
VFKRROVDQGSROLFHDQG¿UHGHSDUWPHQWV:LWKWKHGRnation of an AED, a cabinet and training is available
)URP6KDNRSHH
Celebrate the season at Shakopee’s Winter Fest at no charge.
“We saw the program working on the reservation
The Shakopee Parks and Recreation Department
and
wanted to extend it to help others,” said Chairman
is celebrating Minnesotans’ love of winter at a new
Charlie
Vig. “We’re proud that the lives of 21 Minevent, Winter Fest, from 4 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, Feb.
nesotans,
12 of them right here in Scott County, have
10 at Lions Park and the Youth Building, 1001 Adams
EHHQVDYHGEHFDXVHRI$('VWKDWZHGRQDWHG´,Q¿VSt. S., Shakopee. The free event will feature winter
activities for all ages, including recreational skating, cal year 2012, the SMSC donated 46 AEDs valued at
skate races, music, horse-drawn wagon rides, a bon- $72,952.
,QDGGLWLRQWRWKHGH¿EULOODWRUVSDUDPHGLFVZRUN¿UHDQGWUHDWV
ing for Mdewakanton Emergency Services use a PhilLSV +HDUW6WDUW 05[ 0RQLWRU'H¿EULOODWRU RQ HYHU\
City approves dog park concept
The City of Shakopee may soon get its own dog call to capture vital signs and monitor heart rhythms.
park! The Shakopee City Council approved a prelimi- 7KHVHGHYLFHVFDQDOVREHXVHGDVDGH¿EULOODWRUDVRFnary plan in November 2012 to develop Parcel 75, a FXUUHGLQZKHQWKH'HSDUWPHQWVDYHG¿YHOLYHV
where the primary impression (preliminary diagnosis)
50-acre wooded area
was cardiac arrest. All Gaming Enterprise Security ofin eastern Shakopee.
¿FHUVZKRZRUNDW0\VWLF/DNHDQG/LWWOH6L[&DVLQRV
Included in the plan
receive First Responder training.
is a possible off-leash
Since 2002, the SMSC has operated Mdewakanton
dog area along South(PHUJHQF\6HUYLFHVDIXOOWLPHSURIHVVLRQDO¿UHDQG
bridge Parkway. A
ambulance department staffed 24 hours a day, seven
Dog Park Committee
days a week. The department responds to an average
has been established
of 250 calls and transports an average of 60 patients
to help develop the
monthly, in addition to providing mutual aid to area
potential dog park.
departments on request. Mdewakanton Emergency
Services will also conduct free trainings, like they did
Shakopee City Council approves ¿nal plat Ior
last year at St Michael’s School in Prior Lake, when
All Saints Senior /iving Iacility
In November, the Shakopee City Council approved they presented First Aid training. For more informaWKH ¿QDO SODW DQG JUDQWHG D &RQGLWLRQDO 8VH 3HUPLW tion or to request an AED for your organization, go to
&83  IRU DQ XQLW VHQLRU KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQW WR ZZZPG¿UHRUJVHUYLFHVPGHZDNDQWRQOLIHSURJUDP

&KHFNRXWWKH³7RVVLW
,Q´UHF\FOLQJELQV
Scott County has new bottle-shaped bins that
it will make available free to the public for use
at private or public outdoor events. The upper
section of the bin is removed directly above the
mid-section to allow the contents to be emptied.
These bins are a great way to collect recyclables.
With a small container opening, there is little
chance of contamination by other materials. Call
Scott County Enivronmental Health at (952) 4968473 for details on how you can check out and use
WKLVKLJKO\YLVLEOH³ERWWOH´WRSURYLGHUHF\FOLQJDW
your event.

Strong conservation
HWKLFH[KLELWHGE\
local land owners
The Scott Watershed Management Organization
coordinated with researcher Dr. Mae Davenport from
the Department of Forest Resources at the University
of Minnesota to investigate values, beliefs, and behaviors of 432 riparian landowners in the Sand Creek
Watershed. A vast majority of respondents expressed
great concern about the consequences of pollution on
IXWXUH JHQHUDWLRQV  SHUFHQW  DTXDWLF OLIH  SHUcent), and people in their community (79 percent).
$ PDMRULW\  SHUFHQW  DOVR IHHO SHUVRQDOO\ REOLgated to use conservation practices on their land. In
terms of future conservation behavior, a large majority reported they would be at least somewhat likely to
XVHFRQVHUYDWLRQSUDFWLFHVRQWKHLUODQG SHUFHQW 
Also of particular interest is that the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) was reported to
KDYHDVWURQJLQÀXHQFHRQWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQGHFLVLRQV
of the respondents. In fact, the SWCD was second
RQO\ WR IDPLO\ ZKHQ LW FDPH WR LQÀXHQFLQJ UHVSRQdents conservation decisions (76.1 percent for family
to 71.1 percent for the SWCD).
According to Paul Nelson, Natural Resource Program Manager for Scott County, these results are not
surprising. “We knew that there was a strong conservation ethic in the County and that the SWCD is
trusted by landowners,” Nelson said.
What was surprising, according to Nelson, was that
less than one-third of respondents (22 percent) believe
their community has the leadership needed to protect
water. Why was this result unexpected? There is quite
a bit of good news showing water quality improvements in the County.
“I guess,” said Nelson, “that I and other conservation leaders in the County need to do a better job highlighting the success stories.”
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Blue Thumb, Planting for Clean
Water Workshops offered
The Scott Clean Water Education
Program will host Blue Thumb, Planting for Clean Water Workshops again in
2013 to help residents create their own
raingardens and stabilize shorelines
with native plants. Raingardens and native shorelines can slow rain water runoff, anchor soil, provide wildlife habiWDWDQG¿OWHUSROOXWDQWVIURPODZQV7KH
Blue Thumb, Planting for Clean Water
program makes it easy for residents interested in doing their part to keep our
waters clean to plan, purchase, and create raingardens and native shorelines.
Following the Blue Thumb workshops, residents will have the opportunity to purchase a “Raingarden in a
Box” kit, depending on the type of garden suitable for your property. In addition, residents may receive a grant to
help offset the costs of creating beautiful gardens with native plants.
Workshops will be held the following dates and locations:
  7KXUVGD\ )HE   SP
6FRWW &RXQW\ *RYHUQPHQW &HQWHU
6KDNRSHH
7XHVGD\0DUFKSP6FRWW
6:&')DLUJURXQGV-RUGDQ
  7KXUVGD\ 0DUFK   SP

Farm SCENE
)DUPERDUGZHOFRPHVQHZRI¿FHUV

6FRWW&RXQW\*RYHUQPHQW&HQWHU
7XHVGD\0DUFKSP6FRWW
6:&')DLUJURXQGV-RUGDQ
The workshops are free, but registration is requested. Contact Diane
Hrabe with the Scott SWCD to register
at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us. For more information about raingardens, native gardens, and stabilizing your shoreline with
native plants, visit www.bluethumb.org.
The Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed
District will be holding classes in late
spring (April/May); visit www.plslwd.
org or www.cityofpriorlake.com for
more details.

Farm to cafeteria
workshop offered Feb. 28
Apples, cucumbers, and tomatoes are
the three most popular Minnesota fruits
and vegetables among K-12 students,
according to an Institute for Agriculture
and Trade Policy survey of school food
service leaders. Getting these locally
grown foods on the menus of schools
and other institutions (such as hospitals
and childcare centers) requires crosssector partnerships, community support, and relationship building. One of
two metro-area Cafeteria Workshops
is scheduled on 7KXUVGD\ )HEUXDU\
IURPSP. at Christ the
King Lutheran Church in Bloomington.
The workshops are designed to meet
the needs of the region and strengthen
connections to advance partnerships
between local farmers and community
institutions. Farm to Cafeteria builds
strong communities, healthy people,
and resilient local farms, creating a
“win-win” for all parties. In 2010, more
than 600 Minnesotans attended eight
regional workshops that were aimed to
inspire, inform, and build support for
local food to local institutions. What to
expect at this workshop:
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Farm to School challenges and opportunities at the Minnesota Healthy Food
Charter discussion session.
* A locally sourced meal featuring
Farm to School recipes served by Hopkins School District.

5HVRXUFH WDEOHV with information
about food safety, school gardens, farm
to school documentary, food and nutrition education, salad bars, local food
marketing, the Minnesota Institute of
Sustainable Agriculture, Minnesota
Grown, the Institute for Agriculture and
Trade Policy, and more!
“When schools buy food from nearby
producers, their purchasing power helps
,QIRUPDWLYHDQGLQWHUDFWLYHWUDLQ- FUHDWHORFDOMREVDQGHFRQRPLFEHQH¿WV
LQJ VHVVLRQV ZLOO EH RIIHUHG E\ ORFDO particularly in rural agricultural communities,” said USDA Deputy Secretary
H[SHUWVRQWKHIROORZLQJWRSLFV
* Post-harvest handling and on-farm Kathleen Merrigan. “Evidence also suggests that when kids understand more
food safety
* Navigating farm to school con- about where food comes from and how
tracts between growers and school food it’s produced, they are more likely to
make healthy eating choices.”
service
The 2013 workshops are coordinated
* How to generate and maintain
school and community support for farm by University of Minnesota Extension
in partnership with the Regional Susto school efforts
* Overview of the new National tainable Development Partnerships,
School Lunch Program regulations and Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture, Renewing the Countryside,
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program
* Tips for parents and community and funded by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.
members on farm to school promotion
For more information and to register,
7KHWUDLQLQJVHVVLRQZLOODOVRRIIHU visit www.extension.umn.edu/go/1132.
Contact Molly Turnquist at molly@
* A chance to network with school
food service directors, institutional food rtcinfo.org or (320) 420-1772 for more
buyers, and producers during a facilitat- information on the metro area events.
ed farmer/buyer “speed dating” session. For information on Minnesota Farm to
School, visit www.extension.umn.edu/
* A chance to share your thoughts on farm-to-school.

7KH)DUP$GYLVRU\%RDUG )$% UHFHQWO\ZHOFRPHGQHZRI¿FHUV'DYH0LQDU
Chairperson; William Busacker, Vice Chair; and Ann Houghton, Secretary. The
January meeting featured a presentation by the Farmers Legal Action Group, which
offers a variety of free legal services and publications to family farmers. For more
LQIRUPDWLRQYLVLWWKHLUZHEVLWHDWZZZÀDJLQFRUJ
$OORIWKHQHZO\PLQWHGRI¿FHUVSURYLGHGDEULHISUHVHQWDWLRQWRWKH6FRWW&RXQty Board on January 15, highlighting the FAB’s background, accomplishments, and
upcoming issues. They particularly emphasized ideas for how the community can
help promote locally-grown food business in the County. (To view the full presentation, please go to www.cp.scott.mn.us, then click on the “View County Board
Meetings” link under “E-Services” – located at the lower right side of the page –
and select the January 15 meeting. The presentation starts around the 41:20 mark.)
Everyone is welcome to attend FAB meetings! All meetings are held at the
6FRWW&RXQW\3XEOLF:RUNV)DFLOLW\ ORFDWHGQHDUWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQRIDQG&RXQty Road 17) from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Future topics include:
0DUFK3DXO1HOVRQ6FRWW&RXQW\1DWXUDO5HVRXUFH0DQDJHU, will share
what conservation programs are available this year for cost share and incentives.
-XO\*DU\9DQ(\OOIURPWKH0HWURSROLWDQ&RXQFLO will present updates
on the work of creating the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

Meet William Busacker
How does a degree in psychology dovetail into a career in agriculture? Very
well, according to William Busacker of Spring Lake Township.
In actuality, the transition from providing therapy to autistic children to fulltime farming wasn’t that abrupt; William has lived virtually his entire life in Scott
County (absent a few years at George Fox University in Oregon and one in China),
helping his father William on the family farm. Once populated by pigs, the 150acre Busacker farm now raises primarily Angus cows and corn and soybeans.
The younger William took over the family farm entirely upon the passing of his
father several years ago. Although he was the youngest of three children, he always
had a special relationship with the land… and with farming life. “Scott County had
always been ‘home’ to me,” he said. “I always felt that my years in college seemed
a little detached and impractical from the perspective of ‘the real world.’”
“I like the simple life on the farm,” he continued. Although William readily
FRQFHGHGWKHFKDOOHQJHVDQGGLI¿FXOWLHVRIPDNLQJDOLYLQJRIIWKHODQG³«DWOHDVW
the cows are honest; they’ll never lie to you,” he said with a chuckle. And as for his
years as a therapist and sometime landscaper? “There are still a lot of correlations
ZLWKIDUPLQJ´KHVWDWHG&OHDUO\:LOOLDP¿QGVIDUPLQJLQFUHGLEO\WKHUDSHXWLF±
³«MXVWZDONLQJRXWVLGHDQGIHHGLQJWKHFRZV«´±EXWKHDOVR¿QGVWKDWKHKDVD
different perspective, maybe a more unique insight, into how to work with others
as a result of his education and training.
As any farmer will admit, life on the land isn’t for everyone – the often long and
backbreaking days, the brutality of the weather, the uncertainty of prices and crops
– but, like them, William “… has probably never loved a job this much before.”
In addition to running the farm, William operates the family campgrounds at Fish
Lake, is a member of the Fish Lake Sportsmans Club, serves as an elder in the Fish
Lake Emmanuel Church, and serves as vice-chair of the Farm Advisory Board.

8RI0([WHQVLRQRIIHUV
Living on the Land series
Do you dream of owning acreage in
the country? Do you already have existing acreage, but it’s in need of a plan and
strategies for the best possible results?
The Living on the Land Workshop Series, offered by University of Minnesota
Extension, will equip you with the education and resources to be successful.
The eight-week course is designed
to arm landowners with agricultural
information to enable them to be good
stewards of their land. The course will
begin with goal-setting and individual
property inventory, then address soil,
plant, water, and animal basics.
The Living on the Land curriculum
addresses a growing need for information regarding small acreages. The series
incorporates knowledge and experience
from a team of instructors to address a
variety of topics, including: what do you
have and what do you want; what you
can do with your land; protecting water
quality; what to do about weeds; lawn
and pasture maintenance; getting down
and dirty with soils; and caring for and
managing your animals. The series also
includes a farm tour.
The series will be taught by Extension educators and natural resource

professionals at two locations. One of
the locations is in Gaylord at the Sibley County Service Center. In Gaylord,
the series will be held on Monday evenings from February 4 to March 25. The
VHFRQG ORFDWLRQ LV LQ 1RUWK¿HOG DW WKH
1RUWK¿HOG &RPPXQLW\ 5HVRXUFH &HQWHU,Q1RUWK¿HOGWKHVHULHVZLOOEHKHOG
on Thursday evenings from March 7 to
April 25. Both workshops will run from
6 to 9 p.m., with light meals provided at
each session.
Early registration -- $175 -- for the
1RUWK¿HOG ORFDWLRQ LV GXH E\ )HEUXDU\  WKH *D\ORUG HDUO\ UHJLVWUDWLRQ
deadline has passed). Regular registration rates are $200. Each registration is
valid for XSWRWZRSHRSOH representing
a single farm who will share materials.
For more information about the series in Gaylord, contact Julie Sievert
at (507) 237-4100 or via e-mail at
schu0944@umn.edu. For questions reJDUGLQJWKH1RUWK¿HOGORFDWLRQFRQWDFW
Mike Donnelly at (507) 332-6109 or via
e-mail at donne099@umn.edu.
Additional information and the Living on the Land workshop series brochure can be found at http://z.umn.
edu/2013/lotl
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CAP Corner

Veterans’ SCENE

Donations of time, talent,
resources sought by CAP

By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

Red tape cut for veterans, survivors

%\-RVHSK9DXJKQ9LFH3UHVLGHQWRI
Development and Marketing
As 2013 begins for all of us, it allows
everyone the opportunity to establish
new resolutions to better ourselves, our
families, and our community. Studies
indicate that many new ideas struggle
to become habits if we fail to communicate these with others or write them
down as goals. As I think about the mission of the CAP Agency -- and our goal
of assisting and empowering people to
achieve social and economic well-being
by providing services in partnership
with our communities -- I am not only
proud of our discipline in 2012, but I
am also very excited for 2013 and our
shared potential. The momentum of the
CAP Agency is growing… but the needs
of the people we serve are growing as
well.
In 2013, we remain committed to
providing resources and services to
those in need. We remain committed to
touching the lives of over 50,000 people, thereby transforming our community. We remain committed to making
positive changes through:
(GXFDWLRQ SURJUDPV that promote
school readiness by enhancing the social
and cognitive development of children.

The Department of Veterans Affairs recently announced it is cutting red tape for
YHWHUDQVE\HOLPLQDWLQJWKHQHHGIRUWKHPWRFRPSOHWHDQDQQXDO(OLJLELOLW\9HUL¿
FDWLRQ5HSRUW (95 9$ZLOOLPSOHPHQWDQHZSURFHVVIRUFRQ¿UPLQJHOLJLELOLW\
IRUEHQH¿WVDQGVWDIIWKDWKDGEHHQUHVSRQVLEOHIRUSURFHVVLQJWKHROGIRUPZLOO
instead focus on eliminating the compensation claims backlog.
+LVWRULFDOO\ EHQH¿FLDULHV KDYH EHHQ UHTXLUHG WR FRPSOHWH DQ (95 HDFK \HDU
WRHQVXUHWKHLUSHQVLRQEHQH¿WVFRQWLQXHG8QGHUWKHQHZLQLWLDWLYH9$ZLOOZRUN
with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the Social Security Administration
66$ WRYHULI\FRQWLQXHGHOLJLELOLW\IRUSHQVLRQEHQH¿WV
“By working together, we have cut red tape for veterans and will help ensure
WKHVHEUDYHPHQDQGZRPHQJHWWKHEHQH¿WVWKH\KDYHHDUQHGDQGGHVHUYH´VDLG
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.
9$HVWLPDWHVLWZRXOGKDYHVHQWQHDUO\(95VWREHQH¿FLDULHVLQ-DQX
ary 2013. Eliminating these annual reports reduces the burden on veterans, their
families, and survivors because they will not have to return these routine reports to
9$HDFK\HDULQRUGHUWRDYRLGVXVSHQVLRQRIEHQH¿WV,WDOVRDOORZV9$WRUHGLUHFW
more than 100 employees that usually process EVRs to work on eliminating the
claims backlog.
“Having already instituted an expedited process that enables wounded warriors
WRTXLFNO\DFFHVV6RFLDO6HFXULW\GLVDELOLW\EHQH¿WVZHDUHSURXGWRZRUNZLWKRXU
IHGHUDOSDUWQHUVRQDQDXWRPDWHGSURFHVVWKDWZLOOPDNHLWPXFKHDVLHUIRUTXDOL¿HG
YHWHUDQVWRPDLQWDLQWKHLU9$EHQH¿WVIURP\HDUWR\HDU´VDLG0LFKDHO-$VWUXH
Commissioner of Social Security.
“The IRS is taking new steps to provide critical data to help speed the benH¿WVSURFHVVIRUWKHQDWLRQ¶VYHWHUDQVDQG9HWHUDQV$IIDLUV´VDLG%HWK7XFNHU,56
Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support. “The IRS is pleased to be part of a
partnership with VA and SSA that will provide needed data quickly and effectively
to move this effort forward.”
$OO EHQH¿FLDULHV FXUUHQWO\ UHFHLYLQJ9$ SHQVLRQ EHQH¿WV ZLOO UHFHLYH D OHWWHU
from VA explaining these changes and providing instructions on how to continue
(QHUJ\ SURJUDPV that assist indito submit their unreimbursed medical expenses.
viduals and families with heating their
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXW9$SHQVLRQDQGDOOYHWHUDQVEHQH¿WVFRQWDFWWKH homes and weatherizing for optimal en6FRWW&RXQW\9HWHUDQV6HUYLFH2I¿FHDW  
HUJ\HI¿FLHQF\

Riding the bus
leave downtown Minneapolis every
10-15 minutes between 4 and 5:30 p.m.
,Q RUGHU WR SURYLGH DGGHG ÀH[LELOLW\
for riders, midday service and reverse
commutes are available. There are four
southbound routes offered each morning and four northbound routes each
afternoon.
Many Scott County residents also opt
to drive to the MVTA Burnsville Transit
Station near the intersection of Highway 13 and I35W to take multiple buses
heading to destinations throughout the
Twin Cities. Others are catching the
Metro Transit buses at the park-and-ride
on I35W in Lakeville.
Average commuter bus fare is $1.75
to $3, but some employers offer reduced-fare passes to employees. Riders
may be required to pay an additional fee
if they must connect with another bus to
JHWWRWKHLU¿QDOGHVWLQDWLRQ
To review the bus schedules for Blue
Xpress, visit www.BlueXpressbus.com
RU FDOO    )RU D VFKHGXOH
for MVTA buses, visit www.mvta.com.
Ridership on BlueXpress more than
tripled between 2007 and 2012, from
 WR  ULGHUV %XW DV ULGHU
ship increased, additional routes have
been added, as well as park-and-ride
lots. The Eagle Creek Transit Station opened in 2012 with 550 parking
spaces, and in the fall of 2013, the new
Marschall Road Transit Station (1615
Weston Court, Shakopee -- the old
Denny Hecker car dealership) will open
with 400 parking spaces. This will serve
as a park and ride for BlueXpress and
the transfer site for SmartLink, the Diala-Ride service coordinated by Scott and
Carver Counties.

Local Routes
Local routes are different from commuter routes in that they make a number
of stops along the way to their destina-

)DPLO\ VHUYLFH SURJUDPV that ensure children are safe and receive the
care they deserve by providing childcare and education services to parents.
)RRG DQG QXWULWLRQ SURJUDPV that
ensure all individuals have access to
daily needs.
6HQLRUVHUYLFHVSURJUDPVthat offer
nutrition and home maintenance services to individuals 60+ to ensure they
are able to maintain and remain in their
homes.
+RXVLQJSURJUDPV that work to prevent homelessness by helping individuals and families secure stable housing or
maintain existing housing.
&RPPXQLW\ RXWUHDFK DQG HPHU
JHQF\ VHUYLFHV that assist individuals
and families during a period when they
are economically challenged.
We need your help to achieve our
goals. For those of you who already
assist us in our mission, thank you for
your partnership. For those of you who
have not yet considered a donation of
your time, talent, or resources, we are
hopeful 2013 is your year for a new resolution. Please include the CAP Agency as you look to better yourselves, your
families, and our shared community.

From Page 1
non Ave., McColl Drive, TH13, Glendale Ave. and Lynn Ave. Visit www.
mvta.com for more information.
Besides the commuter service, Prior
Lake operates a summer-only circulator
service (the local Laker Link) to provide
residents and students transportation to
various parks, shopping, and schools.
Visit the city’s website at www.cityofpriorlake.com for more information.

Dial-a-Ride Service
Dial-a-Ride service is provided by
Scott and Carver Counties under the
name SmartLink Transit. These programs include:
*HQHUDO3XEOLF'LDOD5LGH service
provides a safety net for persons who
have no other alternatives for transportation. This service will take residents
anywhere in the seven county metropolitan area, either directly or through connections with other dial-a-ride or regular
route providers. Rides are reserved on a
WLRQ,Q6KDNRSHH5RXWHSURYLGHVD from Savage. One is Route 444, which ¿UVWFDOO ¿UVWVHUYHG EDVLV XS WR VHYHQ
connection between local stops and the connects the Mall of America, the Cedar GD\V LQ DGYDQFH &DOO   
Southbridge Park and Ride, where riders Grove Transit Station, the Burnsville (7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) weekdays to reserve
transfer to buses headed to Minneapolis. Trasit Station, Burnsville Center, and a ride. Fares range from $2.25 to $6.75
This route also serves the Seagate Park the Savage Park and Ride. This service one-way, depending upon miles driven,
and Ride which is not directly served by operates one bus going south and one DQGDUHVLJQ¿FDQWO\UHGXFHGLIPXOWLSOH
express buses. Scott County operates bus going north every hour in Savage riders are picked up at the same location
this service under contract with the City and connects local areas with commuter and time.
0HGLFDO $VVLVWDQFH recipients may
of Shakopee.
service at various park and rides and loreceive reimbursable fee rides to medRoute 496 provides a circulator ser- cal riders with local shopping options.
vice within the City of Shakopee. This
The second route operated by MVTA ical-related appointments. Call Smartroute connects the Seagate Park and LV5RXWH7KLVLVDÀH[URXWH,WDO /LQN7UDQVLWDW  IRUIXU
Ride, the Work Force Center, Target, ORZVSDVVHQJHUVWRERDUGDW¿[HGVWRSV ther information.
Scott County, through a contract
and other local stops. This operates once at set times, and also to deviate off-route
an hour. Brochures with the times and to serve individuals within the desig- with the Metropolitan Council, provides
bus stops are available at the Shako- nated service area who are unable to get federally mandated door-through-door
pee Library, Scott County Government WR WKH ¿[HG VWRSV 7KLV VHUYLFH H[LVWV service for persons with disabilities who
Center, and the Shakopee City Hall and primarily for transit dependent persons are unable to use regular transit routes.
Community Center or at www.bluex- who need a way to make a trip but may Individuals using this service must be
pressbus.com. Shakopee also operates not have access to a car. The 421 oprates FHUWL¿HG HOLJLEOH WKURXJK Metro Mosummer-only shuttles (491) to popular weekdays, mid-day only from the Sav- ELOLW\ Applications forms are available
destinations.
age Park and Ride to the Burnsville from metromobility.org or call Metro
MVTA provides two local routes Transit Station along Egan Drive, Ver- Mobility at (651) 602-1111.
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+LVWRULFDO6&(1(

³5RPDQWLF3HULRG´HQFRXUDJHGPDUULDJHIRUORYH
Courtship is the period of time in a
couple’s relationship before their engagement and marriage. While courtship has always existed in some form,
for centuries marriage was based on
family and societal obligations with regard to religion, ethnicity, and wealth.
The idea of marrying for love came
about in the late 1700s, when the “Romantic Period” gained a foothold in Europe. Romantics emphasized emotional
QHHGV RYHU VFLHQWL¿F UDWLRQDOL]DWLRQV
and the movement encouraged young
people to look at marriage differently.
Instead of choosing a mate based on
money or survival, they could instead
pick someone for love.
Marrying someone for love reTXLUHG ¿UVW JHWWLQJ WR NQRZ WKDW SHUson, and courtship as a common ritual
emerged. Courtship involved genderVSHFL¿FUROHVZKHUHDPDQIRFXVHGRQ
one woman as his potential wife. To
spend time with her, the man asked the
woman’s parents’ permission to see her
and, if approved, he visited her home.
With her parents or a chaperone present,
they played games, talked, or listened to
music in the parlor. They also attended
dances – one of the most visible ways to
show who was being courted by whom.
0HPRULHV RI V FRXUWVKLS FDQ EH
seen today in dance cards from the time
period.
Have you ever heard the saying “my
dance card is full”? Today it generally
refers to someone not being interested
in or having time for someone else. The
phrase, though, actually harkens back to
an era when real dance cards were part
of courtship rituals.
For centuries, formal balls and dances were the height of social interaction
-- and dance cards, popular from the
VLQWRWKHHDUO\VZHUHYLVLEOH
mechanisms of status, wealth, societal
norms, and love. Dance cards were
small paper booklets women used to record the names of the men they intended to dance with at a ball. Often, they
had a decorative string or charm allowing women to wear their cards around
their wrists or at their cuffs. Dance
cards were distributed to women at each
dance they attended. The cards listed
the songs the orchestra would play that
night, and men wrote their names next to

Lovers Lane was located in Shakopee just north of the Minnesota River near where Rice Lake is today. This postcard
shows Lovers Lane in 1909.

the songs they wanted to dance to with
each individual woman. While men
made the initial request in asking for a
woman’s dance card, women were expected to continue the courtship by indicating their interest in dancing with the
man. However, the same couple dancing together more than three times was
considered improper. Once a woman’s
GDQFH FDUG KDG EHHQ FRPSOHWHO\ ¿OOHG
in it was, literally, full. With the aid of
dance cards, ideas surrounding romance
and love were expected to eventually
lead to marriage.
Courtship rituals began to change in
the 1930s into what is known today as
dating. Young people socialized with
more than one person of the opposite
sex, and spent more time together away
from their parents.
To learn more about life rituals, visit
the SCHS museum and its exhibit Marking Time: The Rituals of Life and Death
on display through April 2013.

The Sons of Vets card is a dance
card from the Sons of Veterans Ball
in Shakopee in 1892. The Sons of
Veterans was a fraternal organization
founded in 1881 to commemorate
veterans of the Civil War. It lists 24
dances, including the waltz, polka,
and quadrille.

The Prior Lake card is a dance card
from a picnic held on Prior Lake in
1901. It lists 18 dances (and potential
dance partners) including the two
step, three step, and schottische
(a partnered country dance from
Bohemia).

8SFRPLQJHYHQWVDW6&+6LQFOXGH³2SHUDWLRQ´WRXUQDPHQW
³:KDW¶V 8S 'RF" 0HGLFLQH LQ 6FRWW
County” exhibit closes March 16.
Come see, hear, touch, and smell a bit of
Scott County’s medical history. Exhibit
and related programming sponsored by
St. Francis Regional Medical Center.

Watercolor Art Class: April 11 -- Learn
the basics of watercolor painting from
local artist Sue Melchior and create
artwork of your own!

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third Thursday
6KDPUoFN .LGV .UDIt, Saturday,
of each month at SCHS.
February 23, from 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
* February: Mayor of the Universe;
We are reading “The Night Before St.
Lorna Landvik
Patrick’s Day” by Natasha Wing and
* March: The Roundhouse; Louise
making a giant shamrock decoration. snacks, and drinks, including a grand Erdrich
Great story and fun craft for the whole prize for the winner, and admission to * April: Dorie LaValle; Mary DesJarlais
family. FREE, registrations required to the Stans Museum.
RUGHUVXSSOLHV RUinfo@
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
scottcountyhistory.org)
(aVter .idV .raIt, Saturday, March 23, fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
from 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. We are reading p.m. All types of handcrafters from
3DLQWLQJV E\ 6XH 0HOFKLRU exhibit Peter
beginners to masters are welcome!
RSHQLQJ0DUFKDWSP7KLVH[KLELW Cottontail
will run through April 27.
by Amanda
Save the Date! Spring Tea, April 13 –
Stephens,
watch for details.
Operation Board Game Tournament, creating and
Saturday, March 9 from 1 – 4 p.m. decorating
6W)UDQFLV+RVSLWDO/HFWXUH6HULHV
Do you have what it takes to save the an Easter
Free, Thursdays from 7-8 p.m.
patient? Games will have a maximum of basket, then taking part in a fun Easter
Refreshments served. Sponsored by St.
six players and will last approximately egg hunt in the Stans Garden! Great
Francis Regional Medical Center.
45 minutes. Winners will advance to story and fun craft for the whole
WKH QH[W URXQG XQWLO WKH ¿QDO JDPH family. Free, but registrations required Living Well with Chronic Conditions:
is played and the ultimate winner is WRRUGHUVXSSOLHV±FDOO   February 21 –A wellness expert will
named. Entrance fee of $5 (register or e-mail to info@scottcountyhistory.
share tips on how to get moving, have
through Shakopee or Prior Lake/Savage org.
more energy, and live well with chronic
Community Education) includes prizes,
conditions.

CPR Anytime:)HEUXDU\±'RQ¶WSXW
it off… learn the basics about CPR.
Addressing
Menopause
Symptoms:
March 7 –
Learn from a
&HUWL¿HG1XUVH
Midwife and
menopause
expert about
the latest
research and techniques for coping.
Advanced Care Planning: March 14 –
Help your family better understand your
preferences and wishes related to your
health care. 7KLVLVWKH¿QDOOHFWXUHLQ
the series.
Check us out on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ScottCounty
HistoricalSociety and follow us on
Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
Unless
otherwise noted, events take place at
the Scott County Historical Society/
Stans Museum located at 235 Fuller St.
S., Shakopee. Fees may be charged for
VRPH HYHQWV &DOO    RU
e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
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Delivering
What
Matters
Focusing on transparency, accountability
%\/H]OLH9HUPLOOLRQ'HSXW\&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWRU&RPPXQLW\
6HUYLFHV'LUHFWRU
Throughout 2012, we featured several articles introducing the concept of “Delivering What Matters” -- highlighting the new vision statement (“Where individuals, families, and businesses thrive”); a renewed emphasis on transparency in government; and a highway safety piece that provided real, understandable informaWLRQDERXW³ZKDWPDWWHUV´,QRWKHUZRUGVZKDWGLIIHUHQFHGLGLW>RXUVHUYLFHRXU
program, our initiative] make for the public?
First, a brief history of “Delivering What Matters” – or “DWM,” as we call it.
First, the County Board refreshed our vision statement (above) and our mission:
“To advance safe, healthy and livable communities through citizen-focused serYLFHV´7KLVFKDQJHLQYLVLRQDQGPLVVLRQPLJKWVHHPDWULÀHWULWHEXWWKH\WUXO\
represent what the Scott County organization wants for the larger community. Our
most recent Citizen Survey revealed that residents give our staff high marks in
professionalism, courtesy, and friendliness -- but also expressed a need to move
the County’s focus from an inward-facing vision to one more focused on the larger
community. The Citizen Survey results also told us we needed to do a better job
of prioritizing your needs and in demonstrating the value of your investment. With
that in mind, the County Board established several objectives:
 $FFXUDWHWLPHO\DQGFRQVLVWHQWLQIRUPDWLRQ about the services we are
providing, how we are providing them, and the resources (people, dollars,
equipment, technology) we are expending to do it.
 More WUDQVSDUHQF\ to the public in delivering services they want and need.
 More GLUHFWDFFRXQWDELOLW\IRUVHUYLFHRXWFRPHV due to measures that are
tied to work plans and division goals.
 Increased DELOLW\WRDVVHVVSURJUHVV toward goals and quantify the returns
on effort and investment.
But that just scratches the surface. Currently, we’re nearing a new phase: measuring and providing initial data and outcomes to the public. As such, this column
LVWKH¿UVWRIDQRQJRLQJVHULHVLQWHQGHGWRSURYLGHWKDWWUDQVSDUHQF\WRRXUUHVL
dents. When you notice the “DWM” logo (the triangle), we will be providing an
update regarding DWM or one the County’s programs here or on our website.
,QHDFKXSFRPLQJ³':0´FROXPQRUIHDWXUHDVSHFL¿FSURJUDPZLOOEHKLJK
lighted, providing real, meaningful outcome information to you. And we don’t
mean “we processed over 100 applications,” we mean “we reduced the waiting
time for application processing by half,” et cetera. Accompanying these articles
will be a regularly updated web location where you will be able look at a one-page
document on programs that are available or view the business plan of each division… you decide how much information you want to review.
While there is a considerable array of services we are mandated to provide,
sometimes the County has the ability to decide the level and delivery of a particular
service. In addition to using survey techniques, we’ll also be engaging the public in
a variety of different ways (forums, focus groups, e-panels, and even social media).
So please pay attention to the upcoming articles (look for that triangle!) as we
continue our efforts to provide you with the best information possible about our
services and programs. Most importantly, if you are asked to participate in a survey or have an opportunity to provide feedback, please do so – we need to hear
from you!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Job opportunities available
through MN Conservation Corp
If you enjoy working outdoors and
are interested in conservation, look
no further! The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
in Jordan will be working with a
FUHZ RI \RXQJ DGXOWV  WR  \HDUV
old) to help with stabilizing streamEDQNV ¿[LQJ JUDGH LVVXHV DQG UH
moving invasive species like buckthorn, thistle, reed canary, and others.
6FRWW6:&'ZDVUHFHQWO\QRWL¿HGWKDW
it was awarded a grant through the
Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC),
which would pay for the workforce.
The District has already been approved
for a crew to work on these projects for
three weeks this fall. Young men and
women who wish to gain experience
in the conservation/natural resource
¿HOG PD\ DSSO\ IRU WKHVH HPSOR\PHQW
opportunities on the MCC website at
www.conservationcorps.org/content/
join-corps.
The Scott SWCD has also applied
for another grant which would allow
for a temporary corps member to work
from May to August 2013 at the local
RI¿FH ORFDWHGRQWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLU
grounds). Awarding of this grant has not
yet been determined. However, applications for these summer positions may

also be submitted on the MCC website.
Work for these applicants would include
streambank stabilizations, grade stabilizations, status reviews, surveying, and
water quality monitoring.
If you are interested in these opSRUWXQLWLHV DQG ZDQW WR ¿QG RXW PRUH
about conservation work in Scott County, contact Ryan Holzer, Scott SWCD
Resource Conservation Technician, at
(952) 492-5420. The link to the Minnesota Conservation Corps site is also
included on the employment page of
the Scott SWCD website at www.scottswcd.org.

SVABW volunteers sought

Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is offering advocate
training for crisis line advocacy. Free training begins April 6, 2013.
We are seeking caring individuals who are available to volunteer,
from the home, two phone shifts per month and are able to make a oneyear-commitment. Weekly support group facilitators and childcare volunteers are also needed.
Gain valuable knowledge and build your skills while assisting others.
)RUIXUWKHULQIRUPDWLRQFDOO-DQRU&LQG\DW  

Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women’s
14th Annual Silent Auction &
Dinner Fundraiser
“Ballroom and Blue Jeans”
(dress it up or dress it down)
Friday, April 12, 2013
The Grand Ballroom
Mystic Lake Casino Hotel

6 p.m. Social Hour/Cash Bar
7:30 p.m. Dinner
$50 per person
Advanced sales only until April 5

Call 952-873-4214 or
visit www.southernvalleyalliance.org
Hosted by RE/MAX Advantage Plus
Emcee JJ Holiday of KCLD Radio
DJ Tom Goetzinger of TRG Productions

Customer service hours
Scott County’s customer service counter at the Government Center
LVRSHQRQ0RQGD\V7XHVGD\V:HGQHVGD\VDQG)ULGD\VIURPDP
WRSPDQG7KXUVGD\IURPDPWRSP

Funds raised for Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women
will be supplemented by
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
Scott, Hennepin, and Carver County Chapters

