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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Express bus service begins Feb. 23
at Marschall Road Transit Station

Take the dog out
A new dog park opened at
Murphy Hanrehan Park.
Page 9

Dreaming about
gardens?
Carver/Scott Master Gardeners
plan Garden Fever event and
classes at libaries.
Page 10

Easter egg hunts planned
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Communities plan
activities for kids.
Pages 12 & 13

The Minnesota Valley Transit
Authority (MVTA), which merged
in September to include the Cities
of Prior Lake and Shakopee, has announced the introduction of Route
493 - express service between the
Marschall Road Transit Station
(MRTS) in Shakopee and downtown
Minneapolis beginning Monday,
Feb. 23. Additionally, there will be
three morning and afternoon direct
trips between Prior Lake (County
Road 21 and Main) and the Southbridge Crossing and Eagle Creek
Park & Rides to the University of
Minnesota.
This expansion is the result of
Prior Lake’s acquisition, via federal %XVHVZLOOSLFNXSSDVVHQJHUVDWWKH0DUVFKDOO5RDG7UDQVLW6HUYLFHIRU
H[SUHVVURXWHVHUYLFHWRGRZQWRZQ0LQQHDSROLVEHJLQQLQJ)HE
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality
(CMAQ) funds, of three new coach WKH¿UVWIRUWKH097$RIWKHPHUJHG acquired by Shakopee arrive.
buses and funds to operate the ser- entities. Additional expansion is anRoute 493 buses will depart MRTS
vice. The Feb. 23 service change is WLFLSDWHGLQZKHQWKUHHYHKLFOHV BUS SERVICE to page 3

Beard continues public service on Board
Scott County’s newest Commissioner was sworn in
-DQEXWKH¶VQRWQHZWRSXEOLFRI¿FH
Commissioner Michael Beard served 12 years in the
Minnesota House of Representatives and four years on the
Shakopee City Council prior to running last fall for the
Third District County Board seat (which includes most of
Shakopee).
Beard said he’s always felt a calling to serve, but his
life ended up taking a different direction than he expected
in his youth when he wanted to be a missionary bush pilot.
His dream to be a missionary and receive a college education is what brought him to Minnesota from the mountains of Pennsylvania. At age 18, he moved to St. Paul to
attend Bethany College and Missions. “Although it was a
long way from home, it was one of the few places where
Retired District Judge Bill Macklin (left) administered
you could work your way through school,” said Beard.
He ended up working at Bethany Press where he learned WKH RDWK RI RI¿FH WR &RXQW\ &RPPLVVLRQHU 0LFKDHO
COMMISSIONER BEARD to page 3

Beard on January 6.

&LOLEHUWRSODQVWR¿VK
hunt in retirement

After nearly a quartercentury in Scott County
public service, retired Scott
County Attorney Patrick
Ciliberto is certain about
one thing: “I don’t plan
on using my law license
anymore, but I do plan on
XVLQJP\KXQWLQJDQG¿VKDistrict Judge Rex Stacey (left) administered the oath ing licenses quite a bit,”
RI RI¿FH WR &RXQW\ $WWRUQH\ 5RQ +RFHYDU ZKLOH KLV he said. That’s not to say
that he doesn’t have a pang
ZLIH0DUFLDQGFKLOGUHQZDWFKHG
or two of nostalgia about
his time in Scott County,
in which he served for 12
years as the lead attorney Pat Ciliberto retired from
in the Scott Joint Prosecu- RI¿FHLQ-DQXDU\
When Scott County Attorney Pat Ciliberto handed over tion Association (SJPA) before beginning his tenure as
WKHNH\VWRWKHRI¿FHWRKLVVXFFHVVRUKHGLGQ¶WKDYHWR &RXQW\$WWRUQH\LQ
At its inception, the SJPA was a groundbreaking coltravel far. In fact, he really didn’t have to travel at all, as
laborative
effort among the cities of Savage, Prior Lake,
WKHRI¿FHRIQHZO\VZRUQLQ&RXQW\$WWRUQH\5RQ+RFHElko,
New
Market, Belle Plaine, and Jordan (later to be
var was a matter of feet away.
joined
by
Shakopee
and New Prague) to combine their
If the name Ron Hocevar is a familiar one, it’s for good
prosecutorial
efforts
and
resources to maximize effectivereason. Not only did he successfully win election to the
QHVVDVZHOODVHI¿FLHQF\³,OLNHWRVD\WKDWWKH6-3$ZDV
RI¿FHODVW1RYHPEHUKH¶VEHHQSDUWRIWKH&RXQW\$WWRUQH\¶V 2I¿FH IRU DOPRVW  \HDUV  )RU +RFHYDU DQG KLV SCALE before SCALE was cool,” Ciliberto laughed,
family (wife Marci, nine-year-old Isabella, and six-year- paraphrasing a song from his favorite music genre. “But
old Dominic), it was a natural decision to run for the seat in all seriousness, the SJPA approach to working together

Hocevar steps into
County Attorney post

COUNTY ATTORNEY HOCEVAR to back page

CILIBERTO RETIREMENT to back page
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Commissioners’ Corner
February 17
February 24

County Board meetings through April 2015
-County Board meeting
-no meeting

:KDWVKRXOGZHH[SHFWIURPHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV"

March 3
-County Board meeting
0DUFK


no meeting
-County Board meeting
6RZH¶YHPDGHLWWKURXJKDQRWKHUHOHFWLRQF\FOHDQGRXURI¿FLDOVKDYHDOOEHHQ March 17
-no meeting
VZRUQLQWRRI¿FH*LYHQWKHWLPHRI\HDULWVHHPVULJKWWKDWZHWKLQNDERXWZKDW March 24
-County Board workshop
we expect or, more precisely, what do we have a right to expect from our public March 31
servants?
Certainly, we have a right to expect honesty. I would also imagine that all of us April 7
-County Board meeting
DOVRH[SHFWRXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVWREHUHVSRQVLEOHDQGWRUHSUHVHQWRXUEHVWLQWHUHVWV April 14
-no meeting
However, what may serve the best interests of one (or some) may not serve the best April 21
-County Board meeting
LQWHUHVWRIRWKHUV0DQ\PD\EHPRVWRIXVH[SHFWRXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVWRPHHWRXU April 28
-no meeting
wants. However, our wants are often much more nebulous than our best interests.
)URP P\ SHUVSHFWLYH , H[SHFW HOHFWHG RI¿FLDOV WR DSSURDFK JRYHUQDQFH ZLWK
7KH 6FRWW &RXQW\ %RDUG PHHWV DW  DP RQ7XHVGD\V H[FHSW LI LQGLFDWHG
compassion, a measure of common sense, and to deal with the many complicated above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
issues before them in a reasonable manner.
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
At the state and federal levels, it should be no surprise that the big issues seem and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
virtually unsolvable. Fixing our immigration policies, stabilizing Social Security on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for the future, making medical care affordable and accessible… all of these issues for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetget so deeply into our desires, beliefs, and philosophies that the facts get twisted LQJVFRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  
and good reasoning frequently goes out the window. And given the reality of party
politics, the potential to make any real progress on these issues seems out of reach.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
(YHQVRPHWKLQJDVGHFHSWLYHO\VLPSOHDV¿[LQJDQGH[SDQGLQJRXUVWDWH¶VDJLQJ
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
infrastructure becomes a gargantuan battle. While almost everyone I talk to seems serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
to agree that it is the state’s trunk highway system that has the primary need, people provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
are still scrambling across the state to get “their share” of new money – whether it If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
is needed or not. No one disputes that we need an effective and coordinated transit FRQWDFW'HE%UD]LODWGEUD]LO#FRVFRWWPQXVRUYLDHPDLODW  )RU
system. But, the mode (e.g., buses versus trains), which routes are most essential, PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWHDW
and – perhaps most importantly -- who has to pay have the major two sides miles www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory
apart.
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the vacancies
But don’t think the really thorny issues are just at the state or federal level. Lo- have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
FDOO\WKHUHDUHDQ\QXPEHURILVVXHVZKHUHRXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV¿QGWKHPVHOYHVLQ
the proverbial” damned if you do, damned if you don’t” position. From mining
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is
operations to tribal land trust, from road projects to land use planning, our local a vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 3. The mission of the CDA is
RI¿FLDOVDUHFRQVWDQWO\SUHVVXUHGE\YDULRXVLQGLYLGXDOVDQGJURXSVWRVHHWKHLVVXH to strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing
their way.
opportunities to low and moderate income families, promoting economic developSo what should ZHH[SHFWRIRXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV"$VDPLQLPXPZHVKRXOG ment, and fostering coordination of public and private resources. The CDA meets
expect at all levels that they compromise and do something -- doing nothing only RQWKHVHFRQG7XHVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDWSP
assures that the problem will get worse. We should expect that they work cooperatively with other levels of government and the opposing political party. And
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council conwe should expect that, in some measure, they apply the principles of the serenity sists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are
prayer: making changes where they can, accepting those things they cannot change, four vacancies on the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 5.
and having the wisdom to know the difference.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services
Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities,
goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services
plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers
of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee
PHHWVTXDUWHUO\RQWKHWKLUG0RQGD\DWSP
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy).
If you are interested in water resources, preserving the environment, and protecting
the Minnesota River and its unique natural resources, then you may be interested in
becoming a Watershed District Manager. The Lower Minnesota River Watershed District is looking for an individual to represent Scott County on its Board of Managers.
Managing resources on a watershed scale is a challenge: Watersheds cover large
areas and have many different stakeholders. A watershed district manager presides
RYHUWKHEXVLQHVVRIWKH'LVWULFWDVLWUHODWHVWRLWV¿QDQFHVFRQVHUYDWLRQRIQDWXUDO
UHVRXUFHVUHJXODWLRQRIODQGGLVWXUELQJDFWLYLWLHVÀRRGFRQWURODQGWKHSURWHFWLRQ
and improvement of water resources. Additionally, the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District business includes managing material dredged from the Minnesota
River to improve recreational and commercial navigation.
If you are interested, you must be a resident of the District. Members must have
a desire to serve, a keen interest in the preservation of water resources, with particular emphasis on maintaining water quality standards, and an interest in water
problems from both a social and a government standpoint. The District includes
portions of the cities Savage and Shakopee, and Jackson and Louisville townships
in Scott County. Because of the nature of the Board, it is helpful to have members
who have a background in water conservation, farming, development, law, engineering, environment, administration, et cetera. Managers attend regularly scheduled meetings of the district board and other meetings related to the business of the
&RPPLVVLRQHU-RQ8OULFK DWOHIW IURP6DYDJHZDVHOHFWHG&KDLURIWKH6FRWW
County Board at the 2015 organizational meeting. Commissioner Barbara district. Managers are responsible for promoting district activities and maintaining
0DUVFKDOORI3ULRU/DNHZDVHOHFWHG9LFH&KDLU&RPPLVVLRQHU7RP:ROI DW cooperative working relationships with local, state and federal agencies and orgaULJKW RI&UHGLW5LYHU7RZQVKLSZDVSUHVHQWHGDSODTXHIRUKLVUHFHQWVHUYLFH nizations. A member of the Board is expected to be able to spend approximately
12 or more hours each month on Watershed District work.
as Board Chair.

1HZ&RXQW\%RDUG&KDLU

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This
nine-member committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under
the Joint Powers Agreement including the responsibility to guide implementation
of the watershed management plan and annual work plan and budget, and recommend action regarding disputes pursuant to the joint powers agreement. The WPC
PHHWVRQWKHVHFRQG:HGQHVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKIURPSPDWWKH'DNRWD&RXQty Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for appointment, you
must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.
COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER to page 3
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Foster homes
needed
You can make a difference in
your community, in your neighborhood, but most importantly,
in the lives of children and families who really need you. Foster
care is about helping children and
families learn and grow. To learn
more about foster care, please call
(952) 445-7751 or e-mail fostercare@co.scott.mn.us. We look
forward to hearing from you!
$WWHQGLQJWKH6:&'DZDUGVFHUHPRQ\IURP6FRWW&RXQW\ZHUH OHIWWRULJKW 6FRWW6:&'6XSHUYLVRUV-LP)LW]VLPPRQV
DQG5RE&DVH\/LQGDDQG.HQ*OLVF]LQVNL/LQGD¶VPRWKHU/HRQD6HOOQRZGDXJKWHUV6DUDDQG(OL]DEHWK*OLVF]LQVNL
6:&'6XSHUYLVRU/LQGD%URZQDQG.HQ¶VPRWKHU-RDQ*OLVF]LQVNL1RWSLFWXUHGLV.HQDQG/LQGD¶VVRQ6FRWW

1HZ3UDJXHIDPLO\DPRQJVWDWH
¿QDOLVWVKRQRUHGE\6:&'

Commissioner
Beard
From page 1

about the printing trade as an employee
of Bethany Publishing. However, his
SODQVIRUÀ\LQJRIILQWRWKHEXVKWRWHDFK
others about the Lord changed when
he got married to his wife, Karen, and
Scott Soil and Water Conservation County; Bock, Mille Lacs County; Bea- operations because runoff eventually they started a family. After completing
District Board members recently con- ver Creek, Rock County; East Chain, leads to Sand Creek, and they also live his education, the Beards moved back
gratulated Linda and Ken Glisczinski Martin Country; Rushford, Fillmore FORVHWR&HGDU/DNHDQDFUHUHFUH to Pennsylvania for two years. A job
with the railroad occupied much of his
RI 1HZ 3UDJXH IRU EHLQJ ¿QDOLVWV LQ County; and Wadena, Wadena County.
ation destination.
the 2014 Outstanding Conservationist
“We’re proud of Ken and Linda for
The Glisczinskis take the impacts time and resulted in a lifelong interest in
Program. As Scott SWCD’s nominee, their diligence and innovative approach of their everyday actions seriously, and railroads. However, the lessons he had
the Glisczinski family was honored at a to protecting and conserving natural re- work closely with the Scott SWCD and learned at Bethany brought him back to
December 9 luncheon at the Minnesota sources in our area,” said Jim Fitzsim- Natural Resources Conservation Ser- Minnesota in 1977 and he landed back
Association of Soil and Water Conser- mons, past Chair of the Scott SWCD’s vice on renovating pasture areas, creat- in the publishing business. Eventually,
vation District’s (MASWCD’s) 78th Board of Supervisors. “It’s great to be LQJ EXIIHU ¿HOG ERUGHUV DQG LQVWDOOLQJ he became the publisher of the Chrisannual convention in Bloomington. able to recognize the work they’ve done grassed waterways. They also advocate tian Chronicle, which he sold after beThis awards program recognizes farm locally.”
for education, developing programs for coming a legislator.
The Beards moved from Eagan to
families, individuals, organizations,
The Glisczinskis are common-sense the Scott County Fair and serving on
6KDNRSHH
LQ  7KHLU IRXU FKLOGUHQ
and others for their accomplishments land stewards. They plant crops and county-wide agencies and committees.
all
graduated
from Shakopee High
in implementing conservation practices spread manure on the contour, use graz- They were responsible for launching
School
and
are
living around the area.
and improving Minnesota’s natural re- ing rotations, practice minimal fertiliz- the Miracle of Birth at this year’s Scott
Now
married
44
years, the Beards have
sources. MASWCD, with support from er/pesticide use, and added harvestable County Fair. All of these things come
13
grandchildren
and two great-grandThe Farmer magazine, sponsors the ¿OWHUVWULSVWKDWVORZUXQRIIWRDQHDUE\ naturally for Ken and Linda, making
children
they
enjoy
seeing frequently.
Outstanding Conservationist Award. drainage ditch. These are just some ways them good stewards of the land in Scott
A
licensed
pilot
who
at one time re2WKHU¿QDOLVWVZHUHIURP3DUNHUV3UDL they farm with an environmental twist. County.
paired
and
sold
small
airplanes,
Beard
rie, Otter Tail County; Brooten, Pope They’re concerned about their farming
said he has always been a fan of “big
things that move.”
“That’s one of the reasons I enjoyed
From page 1
transportation issues at the Capitol and
DWDQGDPDUULYLQJDW
was privileged to serve on that commit2nd Avenue and 7th Street in downtown
tee for 12 years,” said Beard, who also
Minneapolis at 7:22, 7:47, and 8:12 a.m.
served as chair of the House TransportaBuses will depart the Gateway Ramp at
WLRQ&RPPLWWHHGXULQJWKHOHJ
3:54, 4:31, and 4:58 p.m. and arrive at
islative biennium.
MRTS at 4:47, 5:25, and 5:52 p.m.
Another area of interest was energy.
“This is a
“Energy issues affect everybody every
much-awaitday, and most people take it for granted
service,”
ed,” said Beard. “I believe it is imporsaid
Shakotant to take a sensible middle ground on
pee Councilor/
energy production. I tried to responsibly
MVTA Board
DQG ]HDORXVO\ JXDUG HI¿FLHQW DQG UHOL
Member Michael Luce. “It has probable energy sources to make sure they
ably been the number one question in
are affordable and available.”
the community – when will there be
He said he will use his knowledge on
transit service from the Marschall Road
energy and transportation issues in his
Station? We are excited to be part of
role as a representative on the MetroMVTA and offer this service so early in
politan Energy Task Force, the County’s
our partnership.”
Transportation Committee, and as the
5RXWH  EXVHV WUDYHOLQJ WR WKH
alternate on the Counties Transportation
University of Minnesota will depart
Improvement Board (CTIB).
County Road 21 and Main in Prior A 2014 survey of riders leaving from Scott County park and ride lots provided
“I have 23 committee assignments,
/DNH (DJOH&UHHN6RXWKEULGJH DW information about their top reasons for riding the bus.
everything from the CAP Agency Board
   DQG riod express rides to downtown Minne- versity of Minnesota. Ridership on the to transportation,” said Beard, who is
  DP DUULYLQJ DW $QGHUVRQ apolis or the U of M. Convenience fare BlueXpress service has been strong in expecting to be busy and involved with
Hall on the West Bank of the Campus at media are available at area retailers or DQGZHEHOLHYHWKLVZLOOPDNHLW his new assignments.
7:18, 7:54, and 8:33. Buses will depart for purchase online from Metro Transit. VWURQJHULQ´
The new Commissioner said he beOak and Washington at 3:55, 4:27, and
Prior Lake Councilmember/MVTA
MVTA is the public transportation lieves Scott County is a well-run gov5:48 p.m. and arrive at Southbridge/Ea- Board member Mike McGuire com- provider for the businesses and resi- ernmental entity. “The County usually
JOH&UHHN3ULRU/DNHDW mented about the extension of service dents of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Ea- doesn’t overreach. I’d like to maintain
DQGSP to the University of Minnesota, saying, gan, Prior Lake, Rosemount, Savage, WKDW VHQVH RI ¿VFDO DQG SKLORVRSKLFDO
The last southbound trip from the cam- “We have many University students liv- and Shakopee. Dakota and Scott Coun- sanity,” said Beard, an advocate of limpus also serves MRTS.
ited government. “I’m proud to be a part
ing in our community, and are excited to ty are also parties to the MVTA.
Fares are $3 each way for peak-pe- be able to expand our reach to the Uniof it.”

Bus Service

Commissioners’ Corner

From Page 2

Commissioner Districts:
District 1, Commissioner Joe Wagner: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine,
Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior
Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring

Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee, precincts
$DQG%
District 4, Commissioner Barbara Marschall: The Cities of Prior Lake (preFLQFWV$%DQG DQG6KDNRSHH SUHFLQFWVDQG 
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.
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Healthy SCENE
By Merrilee Brown
Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Keep cell phones ready for emergencies
,DPVXUHLWLVQRVXUSULVHWR\RXWROHDUQWKDWRYHUSHUFHQWRIXVRZQDWOHDVW
one cellphone.
These days we never leave home (or at least try not to) without our “lifeline.” They contain our most important information. They hold our calendars, our life in photos, and all of our friends’ and families’ contact information. During an emergency, you need to be able to communicate quickly. But
here is a question to ask yourself: Is my cellphone prepared for an emergency?
Follow the tips below to prepare your cell phone. Then share the information with
friends and family.
 Update contact information. Maintain a list of emergency numbers and
pertinent information in your cellphone. Also keep a paper copy (in case your
phone is not charged) at home and in your car.
 “ICE” your contacts. Program “In Case of Emergency
(ICE)” behind emergency contacts. This allows
emergency personnel to contact those people for you if
you are unable to use your phone
 Charge your cellphone. Always carry a wall and car
phone charger with you. You can charge your cellphone
in your car during a power outage.
 Conserve your battery. Conserve cellphone battery by
reducing the brightness of your screen, placing it into
airplane mode, turning off cell data, and closing apps not needed or used.
 Update your lock screen. Add some In Case of Emergency (ICE)
information to your lock screen. You can do this by adding it to the wallpaper
that appears when you tap a button or downloading an app with this
capability.
 Stay up-to-date through texts. Subscribe to text alert services from local
or state governments to receive alerts in the event of a disaster. Many schools
offer emergency alert texts.
 Limit phone calls. During and after an emergency, for non-emergency
communication, use text messages, e-mail, or social media to avoid tying up
voice networks. Data-based services are less likely to experience network
congestion. Limit watching streaming videos, downloading information, or
playing video games -- all of which add to network congestion. Limiting use
can potentially help a life-saving call get through to 911.
 Wait ten seconds. During an emergency, if you are unsuccessful in
completing a call, wait ten seconds before redialing to help reduce network
congestion.

The unusually high heat loss on this roof has caused an ice dam and icicles.

Ice dams damage buildings;
take action to prevent them
What is an ice dam?
An “ice dam” is a ridge of ice that
forms at the edge of a roof and prevents
melting snow (water) from draining off
the roof. The water that backs up behind
the dam can leak into a home and cause
damage to walls, ceilings, insulation,
and other areas.

What causes ice dams?

There is a complex interaction
among the amount of heat loss from a
house, snow cover, and outside temperatures that leads to ice dam formation. For ice dams to form, there must be
snow on the roof, and higher portions of
the roof’s outside surface must be above
32° Fahrenheit while lower surfaces are
below 32°F. For a portion of the roof
to be below 32°F, outside temperatures
PXVW DOVR EH EHORZ ) VSHFL¿FDOO\
when the average temperature is below
32°F over sustained periods of time).
The snow on a roof surface that is
Scott County Public Health Emergency Preparedness reminds you, family, and DERYH ) ZLOO PHOW $V ZDWHU ÀRZV
friends to keep your “lifeline” prepared by acting on and sharing these tips with down the roof, it reaches the portion of
the roof that is below 32°F and freezes.
others.
Voila -- an ice dam.
The dam grows as it is fed by the
melting snow above it, but it will limit
itself to the portions of the roof that are
(on the average) below 32°F. The water
above backs up behind the ice dam and
UHPDLQV D OLTXLG DQG WKLV ZDWHU ¿QGV
The bright color of fresh oranges, istics, along with the ease of peeling, cracks and openings in the exterior roof
clementines, and tangerines remind make them very popular with kids and FRYHULQJDQGÀRZVLQWRWKHDWWLFVSDFH
)URP WKH DWWLF LW FRXOG ÀRZ LQWR H[WHus that sunshine can exist during the adults alike.
winter months. These wonderful fruits
When purchasing oranges and all rior walls or through the ceiling insulaare available year round in the grocery FLWUXVIUXLWVWKH\VKRXOGEHVKLQ\¿UP WLRQDQGVWDLQWKHFHLOLQJ¿QLVK
store, but their peak season is during the heavy in the hand for its size, and evenmonths of January, February, and March. ly shaped. The skin should be smooth What causes different roof
These are the
rather than deeply pitted. Thin-skinned surface temperatures?
Since most ice dams form at the
months when
oranges are juicier than thick-skinned
edge
of the roof, there is obviously
they taste their
varieties, and small to medium sized
best… and are
fruits are sweeter than the larger orang- a heat source warming the roof elsethe cheapest.
es. There should be no need to worry where. This heat is primarily coming
More than
about ripeness, as oranges are always from the house. In rare instances, solar
any other fruit,
picked when they are ripe. Oranges that heat gain may cause these temperature
we associate
have serious bruises, soft spots, or feel differences.
The top surface of the insulation is
Vitamin C with oranges. Oranges are, spongy should be avoided. Check the
warmer
than the other surroundings in
in fact, the primary source of Vitamin scent – oranges should smell good.
the
attic.
Therefore, the air just above
C for the majority of Americans, with
Oranges keep for up to two weeks in
the
insulation
is heated and rises. Addmost consumed as juice. Oranges also the refrigerator, but they keep almost as
ing
insulation
will
make the top surface
contain generous levels of folate, potas- well at room temperature. Do not place
temperature
of
the
insulation closer to
sium, and thiamin. And if consumed as them in bags where the moisture can be
surrounding attic temperatures.
a whole orange instead of juice, they are trapped.
Exhaust systems like those in the
DJUHDWVRXUFHRIGLHWDU\¿EHU
kitchen or bathroom that end just above
Tangerines are a subgroup of the As a sweet treat add tangerine,
the roof may also contribute to snow
PDQGDULQRUDQJH7KHÀDYRULVGLVWLQF- clementine, or orange segments:
tive and slightly tart. Tangerines are
x …to coleslaw or cottage cheese melting. These exhaust systems may
have to be moved or extended in areas
VRPHZKDWÀDWDWWKHHQGVDQGKDYHGHHS
x … into tuna or chicken salad
of high snowfall. Other sources of heat
RUDQJHORRVH¿WWLQJSHEEO\VNLQ
x … into your favorite lettuce
in the attic space include chimneys. FreClementines are the tiniest of the
salad
TXHQWXVHRIZRRGVWRYHVDQG¿UHSODFHV
mandarin oranges.
Imported from
x «LQWRÀDYRUHG\RJXUW
allow heat to be transferred from the
Spain, Morocco, and other parts of
x … or sprinkle the segments
chimney into the attic space.
North Africa, clementines are a cross
with brown sugar and
Inadequately insulated or leaky duct
between a sweet orange and a Chinese
cinnamon – broil until the
work
in the attic space will also be a
mandarin. They are small, very sweet,
sugar is bubbly and serve on
source
of heat. The same can be said
and usually seedless. These characterice cream!

Eat oranges for vitamins,
HQMR\DVDVZHHWWUHDW

about kneewall spaces.

Preventing and dealing with ice
dams
In all Minnesota communities, it is
SRVVLEOHWR¿QGKRPHVWKDWGRQRWKDYH
ice dams. Ice dams can be prevented by
controlling the heat loss from the home.

Immediate action:
* Remove snow from the roof. This
eliminates one of the ingredients necessary for the formation of an ice dam. A
“roof rake” and push broom can be used
to remove snow, but may damage the
URR¿QJPDWHULDOV
* In an emergency situation where
ZDWHU LV ÀRZLQJ LQWR WKH KRXVH VWUXFture, making channels through the ice
dam allows the water behind the dam to
drain off the roof. Hosing with tap water
on a warm day will do this job. Work
upward from the lower edge of the dam.
However, the channel will become ineffective within days and is only a temporary solution to ice dam damage.
Long-term action:
* First, make the ceiling air tight
VRQRZDUPPRLVWDLUFDQÀRZIURPWKH
house into the attic space.
* After sealing air leakage paths
between the house and attic space, consider increasing the ceiling/roof insulation to cut down on heat loss by
conduction.
Both of these actions will increase
the snow load that your roof has to carry because it will no longer melt. Can
your roof carry the additional load? If
it is built to current codes, there should
not be a structural problem. Roofs, like
the rest of the home, should have been
designed to withstand expected snow
loads. If you have an older home, you
may want to contact an architectural enJLQHHULQJ¿UPWRDQVZHU\RXUTXHVWLRQV
about the strength of your roof.
Mold, mildew, and air quality
Moisture entering the home from ice
dams can lead to the growth of mold and
mildew. These biologicals can cause respiratory problems, so it is important
that the growth of mold and mildew be
prevented. This can be done by immediately drying out portions of the house
that are wet or damp. See immediate action steps listed earlier to get rid of the
water source. Action needs to be taken
to clean the home environment and
maintain its air quality.
Source: University of Minnesota,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
Minnesota Counties cooperating.
Revised by Richard Stone, Extension
Educator in Housing Technology.
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Farm SCENE
Dreaming of summer ...
It may be winter and the Fairgrounds look like a scene from Siberia, but planQLQJIRUWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLULVLQIXOOVZLQJ(QWHUWDLQPHQWLVEHLQJSODQQHG
for all venues of the Fair, and plans for expansion of the popular Miracle of Birth
Center are underway! This year, expect more births and a larger selection of farm
animals at the Birth Center.
Improvement of the lights and ventilation of the Creative Arts and 4-H Building
will begin soon.
The Demo Derby’s Driver’s Advisory Committee is meeting with demo drivers
WR¿QDOL]HWKHUXOHVIRUWKHIDLU¶VSRSXODU'HPR'HUE\
7KHGDWHVIRUWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLUDUH-XO\WRVRPDUN\RXUFDO
endars and plan on meeting friends and/or relatives at the Fair! Check out their
website (scottcountyfair.com) and Facebook page (www.facebook.com/scottcfair)
often to see updated schedules.
While you’re at it, take a look at the premium lists available online and start
4-H members spend the year selecting, raising, and training animals and planning out your entries for the Fair. They have several sweepstake contests with
ZRUNLQJRQYDULRXVSURMHFWVWRH[KLELWDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLU$ERYHD+ generous monetary awards; the newest contest will be “The Bob Mannie MemoPHPEHUH[KLELWHGLQWKH+%HHI6KRZDWWKH)DLU
rial Carrot Cake Contest.” Creative Arts welcome special contests! If you wish to
VSRQVRUDFODVVSOHDVHFRQWDFWWKH)DLURI¿FHZLWK\RXULGHDV
If you are interested in being a part of the Fair, we are always looking for new Ag
Society members -- there is an application on our website. And the success of the
Fair is the result of our wonderful volunteers -- they are the lifeline of the Fair! – but
ZHFDQXVHPDQ\PRUH3OHDVHFDOO  RUHPDLOscf@scottcountyfair.
com if you are interested in painting, mowing, gardening, helping with maintenance
before the Fair, and/or helping with the Miracle of Birth Center, people movers,
-XVW DV WKH ¿QDO VKRYHO RI PDQXUH out their animals for livestock projects. taking photos, et cetera.
OHIWWKHFDWWOHEDUQIURPWKH6FRWW 7KHRI¿FHVWDIILVEXV\VHQGLQJRXW/LYH
County Fair, the 4-H Extension staff VWRFN,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ:RUNVKHHWV&RXQW\ What’s more…
ZDV EXV\ JHWWLQJ UHDG\ IRU WKH  )DLUUHJLVWUDWLRQVDQG¿QDOL]LQJDOOWKH
Need a place to have our wedding, family reunion, company picnic, or friendly
Fair. While the Scott County Fair is schedules. As April showers bring May gathering? Check out the Scott County Fairgrounds! Pictures of the buildings are
NQRZQDVWKHEHVW¿YHGD\VRIVXPPHU ÀRZHUV +HUV KDYH VHOHFWHG WKH SURM RQRXUZHEVLWH&DOO  IRUUDWHVDQGDYDLODELOLW\RIGDWHV
the planning is actually a yearlong af- ects they plan to bring to County Fair,
fair. On the Monday morning following DQLPDOV DUH LGHQWL¿HG DQG GRJ WUDLQ
the Fair, Extension staff works diligent- ing is in full swing. June arrives with
ly to correct mistakes made, take inven- WKH VXPPHU KHDW DQG ZH ¿QG +HUV
tory of awards, and ensure all loose ends volunteering as camp counselors, makare tied up. With those tasks completed, LQJ ¿QDO WRXFKHV RQ WKHLU SURMHFWV DQG
the planning and work begins.
sending in their County Fair registration
$XJXVW¿QGVWKRVH+HUVDZDUGHGD forms.
State Fair trip preparing for their stay at
$VZHHQWHU-XO\WKH¿QDOFRXQWGRZQ
the 4-H Hilton on the State Fairgrounds, begins! Extension staff will be putZKLOHRI¿FHVWDIILVEXV\SURFHVVLQJWKH WLQJWRJHWKHUWKH¿QDOWRXFKHVRQVKRZ
paperwork. By October, judges are be- books, judges’ boxes, and setting up the
ing hired, 4-Hers are re-enrolling, and exhibit building. 4-Hers will be busy
youth are planning their Fair projects. ¿QLVKLQJ SURMHFWV DQG HQVXULQJ WKHLU
December brings ribbon, trophy, and t- animals are show ready. By the third
shirt orders for the County Fair. Dates week in July, the Scott County Fair has
are being set for market animal weigh- arrived -- and a yearlong culmination of
ins and pertinent information is being planning and preparing is showcased to
shared with 4-H families. Just like the thousands of fairgoers. Extension truly
prelude to Christmas, we start counting prides itself on the Scott County Fair
GRZQ WKH GD\V ³« RQO\  GD\V µWLO DQGWKHVKRZFDVHRI6FRWW&RXQW\¶V¿Q
Fair time”), and it’ll be here before we est youth!
know it!
As the winter’s accumulation of
For more information on joining 7KH0LUDFOHRI%LUWK&HQWHUZDVDSRSXODUDWWUDFWLRQDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLU
snow begins to melt and springtime +SOHDVHFRQWDFWWKH([WHQVLRQ2I¿FH ODVWVXPPHU3ODQVDUHXQGHUZD\WRH[SDQGWKHSURJUDPGXULQJWKLV\HDU¶V
event set for July 22-26.
EUHH]HV ¿OO WKH DLU +HUV DUH SLFNLQJ by call (952) 492-5410.

4-H families, staff plan for
County Fair year-round

/DQGRZQHUVIDFH
Farm Bill decisions
Soon, landowners need to be inYROYHGLQ)DUP%LOOGHFLVLRQVIRU
their farm. In fact, two of the three farm
bill decisions required must be made by
landowners, rather than tenants.
%\ )HEUXDU\   ODQGRZQHUV
must make key decisions about updating payment yields and reallocation
base acres. Current producers must
elect a program, the price loss coverage (PLC), and agricultural risk coverage (ARC) program by March 31,
$PLGVXPPHUGHDGOLQH ZKLFKLV
\HW WR EH GHWHUPLQHG  ZLOO H[LVW IRU ¿
nal enrollment. Landowners should be
involved in all three decisions, though,
since these choices can affect land values and future rental rates.
December and January played host to
PRUHWKDQPHHWLQJVDFURVVWKHVWDWH
introducing the Farm Bill program to
owner and operators. If you were unable
to attend one of these meetings, there

is a helpful website (at www.farmbill.
umn.edu) you can study at home. You
may also visit with Abby Neu, Scott
Extension Educator, to learn about the
process and programs available.
To learn online, visit www.farmbill.
umn.edu for a library of short, topicVSHFL¿F YLGHRV IDFW VKHHWV DQG XVHIXO
links for further education. The website
is user-friendly and has three sections,
and two of the three sections are pertinent to the crops portion of the program.
For more information or if you have
questions, please connect with Abby
Neu, Scott County Extension EducaWRU DW    RU YLD HPDLO DW
QHX[#XPQHGX.
Sources:
Kevin Klair, University
of Minnesota Extension Agricultural
Economist and Abby Neu, Scott County
Extension Educator

Business owners:

Are you interested
in promoting your
business, products, or services at
the Scott County Fair?
Even though the calendar says late winter,
it’s never too early to consider having a
booth in one of the Fair’s commercial
buildings or an outside display.
Want more information?
&RQWDFWWKH)DLU2IÀFHDW  
RUFKHFNWKHZHEVLWH ZZZVFRWWFRXQW\IDLU
FRP IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
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Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Health
and Waste Program Supervisor

1HZFKDQJHVVDPHIDFHV
,QWKH(QYLURQPHQWDO+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQWZLOOMRLQWKH1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHV
and Parks and Trail Departments to form the new Environmental Services Division.
The Environmental Health Department will need to change letterhead and business
cards to accommodate the new name, but all the programs will stay the same.
,Q$XJXVW3DXO1HOVRQDFFHSWHGWKHSRVLWLRQDVWKH(QYLURQPHQWDO6HUYLF
HV0DQDJHU,Q6HSWHPEHU,DFFHSWHGWKHSRVLWLRQDV(QYLURQPHQWDO+HDOWK
and Waste Program Supervisor. I’ve worked for the Environmental Health Department for 14 years, and although I am familiar with all the Environmental Health
programs, I previously focused on septic systems, hazardous waste generated by
businesses, and coordinating environmental reviews.
There have been title changes in the Environment Health Department, but the
program responsibilities and philosophies will stay the same. Our philosophy of
education and assistance toward compliance still remains. Maintaining a clean environment is essential to the health and well-being of our citizens and helps make
Scott County a great place to live and work.
Recycling goals increase
,DQWLFLSDWHWKDWZLOOEHDEXV\\HDUIRUWKHVROLGZDVWHKD]DUGRXVZDVWH
and household hazardous waste programs. ,QWKH/HJLVODWXUHDPHQGHGFRXQ
ty recycling goals; the new statute sets a goal for metro counties to recycle and
FRPSRVWSHUFHQWRIRXUVROLGZDVWHE\XSIURPDSUHYLRXVJRDORISHU
cent. Our focus will be to increase composting as well as recycling in public spaces
and with commercial business. We will be reaching out to cities and schools in the
county to see if there are opportunities to help them with their efforts to increase
UHF\FOLQJDQGFRPSRVWLQJ:HZLOODOVREHORRNLQJPRUHDWWKHEHQH¿WRIUHF\FOLQJ
organics to help us reach our County recycling rate.
/DVW\HDUKRXVHKROGVXVHGWKH6FRWW&RXQW\+RXVHKROG+D]DUGRXV:DVWH
++: IDFLOLW\DQGWKRVHSDUWLFLSDQWVGURSSHGRIIWRQVRI++:DQGSUREOHP
PDWHULDOVIRUUHF\FOLQJ,QWKHVSULQJRIWKH++:IDFLOLW\EHJDQWDNLQJHOHF
tronics for free from Scott County residents. We also worked with Metro Mosquito
Control to develop a program that would allow us to accept some types of tires at
no cost. This was very well received by local residents, so we will continue to offer
these services during the coming year. We anticipate that participation rates and
the amount of HHW we accept will continue to grow, thus putting pressure on our
OLPLWHGVWRUDJHFDSDFLW\,QZHZLOOORRNDWZKDWEXLOGLQJLPSURYHPHQWVZLOO
be needed to accommodate future demands.
As the population of Scott County continues to grow, new companies are atWUDFWHGWRRXU&RXQW\RIIHULQJDYDULHW\RIQHZVHUYLFHVDQGMREV,QRXU
hazardous waste inspectors will reach out to new businesses to help them properly
manage hazardous waste and in maintaining compliance. Last year, the Hazardous
Waste Management Ordinance was revised to address small hazardous waste facilities. So this year we will be visiting with new hazardous waste facilities opening
in our County.
Septic loan program offered
The County Board recently approved a County septic loan program offering nointerest or low- interest loans to help residents replace their failing septic systems.
This program has been a great success and instrumental in upgrading old systems.
New environmentalists hired
Also, two environmentalists were
KLUHG WR ¿OO RSHQ SRVLWLRQV 0DU\
VonEschen and Richard Jones). They
will help with inspecting and permitting septic systems and work at
WKH ++: IDFLOLW\ ,Q  ZH ZLOO
continue to permit and inspect septic
systems. We will also be reaching
Richard Jones
Mary VonEschen out again to septic system owners on
proper management and pumping of
their septic systems.
This year, like last year, we will reach out and educate residents on ways to protect public health and the environment with CLIMB Theater in the schools, SCENE
articles, and at the Scott County Fair. The Environmental Services Division will
FRQWLQXHWRSURYLGHTXDOLW\DQGHI¿FLHQWVHUYLFHWRWKHFLWL]HQVRIRXU&RXQW\:H
look forward to the challenges and exciting new opportunities this year!

Subscribe to
receive the
ODWHVWQHZV
Did you know you can now
subscribe for e-mail alerts for
highway projects and much
more? It’s easy enough:
Just go to www.co.scott.
mn.us/Pages/Scott-CountySubscriptions.aspx, log in or
register for an account, and
select the subscription notices
you’d like to receive (which
include job openings, SCENE
notices, Board agendas, and
the like). You’ll never miss a
thing!

Vermillion River WPC
Commissioner needed
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint
Powers Board (VRWJPB) is seeking
applicants from Elko New Market and
New Market Township in Scott County
for one vacant seat on the Vermillion
River Watershed Planning Commission
(WPC). The WPC advises the VRWJPB
about water quality and quantity issues,
policies, and projects in the watershed.
The nine-member commission represents the citizens in communities within
the watershed. Commissioners serve
a three-year term and attend monthly
meetings. To apply for the position, visit
the Vermillion River Watershed website
www.vermillionriverwatershed.org or
FDOO  

1HZODZVPD\LPSDFW\RX
January 1 brought the enactment of
new laws that might just impact you and
your family. Here are some of them.
Expungement law changes
The Governor signed a new expungement law that can change both juvenile and adult criminal records. This
law is very important for people struggling to overcome barriers to getting a
job or a safe place to live because of
past criminal records. Expungement is
way for judges to seal criminal records
-- including arrests, prosecutions, and
convictions -- for people that have proven a change in behavior only after completing all the conditions of release and
IXO¿OOHG WKH WLPH UHTXLUHPHQW IRU WKH
particular kind of crime. The new law
also allows judges to seal records held
by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) and other executive branch
agencies. Because the BCA is one of the
primary sources of information used by
employment and housing background
checks, many people were left without a
“clean” record -- even after the court had
decided they deserved a second chance.
People seeking an expungement must
still prove to the court that their need to
have their record sealed outweighs any
public safety concerns to have their expungement granted.
The new law even allows the for the
VHDOLQJRIDUHFRUGZLWKRXW¿OLQJDSHWL
tion in some cases where the prosecutor agrees to the sealing of the record,
unless the court determines the interest
of public safety outweighs the disadvantages to the petitioner. There will still be
circumstances that allow for opening records, teachers licensing, human service
positions, and investigations into other
possible crimes are a few examples.
If criminal expungement is something that might be the second chance
that you or a family member needs to get
back on track, you/they might want to
attend a criminal Expungement Clinic
WR¿QGRXWPRUHZKLFKWKH/DZ/LEUDU\
offers for free every other month on the
third Tuesday of the month. The clinic
begins with a short presentation by attorney Chris Hanrehan, a staff attorney
at Volunteer Attorney Network (VLN),
who specializes in expungement law.
After the presentation, participants have
the opportunity to meet individually
with an attorney to discuss their case.
There are usually two to three attorneys
available at each clinic.
The volunteer lawyers at VLN can
sometimes offer full representation to
some qualifying clients. For more information and dates for the clinics call
WKH /DZ /LEUDU\ DW   
The Law Library also offers access to
the Minnesota Self-Help Center kiosk,
which offers information, instructions,
and the forms needed to petition for
an expungement. The kiosk also has
a direct phone link to the attorneys at
WKH 6HOI+HOS &HQWHU  DP  
p.m.). These attorneys can answer forms
questions and can even remote in and
assist with your paperwork. They also
offer a review service. Self-Help Center
can review your forms EHIRUH \RX ¿OH
them to help make sure you completed
all of the required steps.

The law also increases the amount of
QLJKWWLPHGULYLQJIURPWRKRXUV
Aquatic invasive species
New training is required if you trailer
a boat or any water-related equipment,
including docks and lifts. Aquatic Invasive Species training will be required
to obtain a trailer decal. The decal will
be required on all trailers starting July
7KH'HSDUWPHQWRI1DWXUDO5H
sources (DNR) will begin offering onOLQHWUDLQLQJVWDUWLQJ-DQXDU\
They will also offer home-study packHWVDOVRDYDLODEOHRQ-DQXDU\
For more information, you can call the
'15 DW    RU YLVLW WKHLU
website at www.trailers.mndnr.gov/.
(Please note: this new law has been conWURYHUVLDODQG+)ZDVLQWURGXFHG
RQ -DQXDU\   WR UHSHDO WKH SUR
JUDPUHTXLUHPHQWVRI%7KLVODZ
is one to keep your eye on!)
Nurse Practitioner
Modernization Law
This new law allows some nurses
more authority to treat patients without
doctor supervision. Advanced practice
registered nurses will no longer need
a written agreement with a physician
to prescribe medications and perform
other forms of patient care. The new
law eliminates such agreements, and reSODFHVWKHPZLWKKRXUV DERXWRQH
year for a full time nurse) of required
work under a physician, clinical nurse
specialist, or another APRN. After completing those hours, the APRN will be
able to work independently as a clinical nurse specialist, nurse anesthetist,
nurse-midwife, or nurse practitioner.
This change in the law enables APRNs
to serve as primary care providers and
prescribe medication and treatment, diagnose illnesses, and perform other duties related to patient care.
Electronic health technology
All hospitals and health care facilities must have an interoperable electronic (that is, their computers must
be able to speak to each other) health
records system within their hospital or
clinical practice setting.
Apprenticeship for
independent contractors
This new law will extend the length
of independent contractor apprenticeship programs. To register an apprenticeship program, an applicant must
submit a completed application to the
Department of Labor and Industry. If
the standards of apprenticeship are met,
a one-year provisional approval will be
granted. The application should include
a written plan of program standards
embodying the terms and conditions of
employment, and plans for training and
supervision of one or more apprentices
in a trade or occupation that requires
an apprenticeship. Employers teaching
apprentices must provide at least 144
KRXUVRILQVWUXFWLRQDQGKRXUVRIUH
lated safety instruction.
Tony Caine’s Law
This law was named after six-yearold Tony Caine, who drowned at a MinQHDSROLV EHDFK LQ   7KH ODZ UH
quires lifeguards at beaches owned or
operated by local governments to have
FHUWL¿FDWLRQ LQ ¿UVW DLG DQG &35 IRU
both adults and children. The law does
not require local governments to have
lifeguards at all public beaches.

New graduated driver’s
license standards
New drivers will need more time
behind the wheel before obtaining a
license. The new amount of time students must spend supervised behind the
ZKHHOKDVEHHQH[WHQGHGIURPKRXUV
WR  KRXUV DQG KDV EHHQ LQFUHDVHG WR
For more information about these
KRXUVLIWKHSULPDU\GULYLQJVXSHUYL and other new laws enacted for January
sor has not taken supplemental training.  YLVLW www.house.leg.state.mn.us/
KLQIROHJLQIRQOUHOHDVHSGI
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Library has digital resources,
assistance to access them
By Director Jacob Grussing
I recently took a Pew Research Center quiz called “How Millennial Are
<RX"´$IWHUDQVZHULQJ¿IWHHQTXHVWLRQV
— from “In the past 24 hours, did you
read a daily newspaper?” and “Have you
HYHUFUHDWHGDVRFLDOPHGLDSUR¿OH"´WR
“Do you have a tattoo?” (yes, yes, and
QRIRUWKHUHFRUG ²,VFRUHGRXWRI
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHTXL]WKDWPHDQV
I’m not quite a Millennial… but not
a Gen Xer either. There weren’t any
questions about public library use, but
maybe that’s because there isn’t much
difference across generations. We have
UHJXODUFXVWRPHUVERUQ\HDUVDJRDQG
regulars-in-the-making born nine days
ago.
Whatever your age, I want to be sure
you know that Scott County Library
offers thousands of free digital library
items for all ages, including eBooks,
eAudiobooks, and eMagazines which
are available 24/7 with your Scott County Library card. These digital library
items can be used with an app on a va-

riety of devices including smartphones
and tablets.
If you need a little support to get
started with our digital resources or
if you have technology-related questions, all of your Scott County Libraries
are offering a series of free Tech Time
drop-in sessions. Library staff will be
on hand to help you with downloading
eBooks, accessing online resources, or
using Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. Just stop by — no registration
LVQHHGHG7R¿QGRXWPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
visit or call your local library or check
out the library website at www.scottlib.
org and click on “Events.”
,MXVW¿QLVKHGLet Me Be Frank with
You by Richard Ford.
I’m just starting: The Village Effect
by Susan Pinker.
I can’t stop listening to: Night by
Simone Dinnerstein and Tift Merritt.
You don’t want to miss: HANDS
ON! Arts Exploration for Adults.

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Going off the grid: Being prepared
IRUDZLQWHUSRZHURXWDJH
Any number of things can cause a power outage during the winter months. Most
probably, it is weather-related. If it is caused by the weather, the outage could be
widespread or it could be localized.
First, check to make sure you have not blown a circuit. Check the circuit breakers in your home’s electrical panel.
If power is out in your entire neighborhood, call your local utility company to
report the outage. The phone number should be on your electricity bill, or check
the white pages in your phone book. If the power is indeed out over a widespread
area, it may take a longer time to restore power everywhere. Here are some things
to remember or to do...










Students in 8th and 9th grade have the opportunity to learn about county
government during the annual Future Leaders of Scott County event. Above,
VWXGHQWV VDW ZLWK &RXQW\ &RPPLVVLRQHUV DQG VWDII GXULQJ D PRFN &RXQW\
Board meeting in 2013.

County to host Future
Leaders event on April 24





Unless there is an emergency, do not call 911. That number should be used
only if there is an emergency, or if someone is injured or in danger.
If there are power lines down in your neighborhood, call 911 and call your
utility company. Do not go near downed power lines. Ever.
Dress to stay warm: Wear layers, including a sweater, sweatshirt, or even
a jacket. You lose heat through your hands and the top of your head. Wear
gloves and a knit hat, not just a baseball cap. According to the National
Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), half of your body heat can
be lost through your head, so do wear a warm hat.
Avoid opening your refrigerator and freezer as much as possible. Food inside
should stay cold for hours if the door is left closed.
If you’re cold, take a warm shower to increase your body temperature. Your
hot water tank, even if electric, will stay warm for a few hours.
Unplug some of your major appliances. When the power comes back on,
all of those appliances can create a drain or power surge, which can harm
sensitive equipment. To avoid damage caused by a power surge when the
electricity returns, turn off computers, TVs, stereos, and other unnecessary
electronic equipment at the power source. But do leave a light on so you’ll
know when the power is restored.
If you have a generator, do not connect it to your home’s power system
unless it has been properly installed and disconnects you from the main
power grid when it is operating. If you do not disconnect from the power
grid, you can be sending electricity back down the lines, not just to your
home. That could be deadly for power company workers.
,I\RXKDYHDUHJXODUZRRGVWRYHRU¿UHSODFH\RXFDQXVHLWIRUKHDW
However, do not use kerosene heaters, barbecues, or any outdoor type heater
inside. Such devices create poisonous gases such as carbon monoxide.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless and colorless gas given off by combustion
and could kill.
Check on your elderly neighbors or those who may have medical conditions
or use medical machinery that operates on electricity. Make sure they are
dressed appropriately warm. If people need to have machinery that operates
on electricity, move them to a place where electricity is working.
,I\RXKDYHWRJRRXWGULYHFDUHIXOO\5HPHPEHUWKDWWUDI¿FVLJQDOVPD\EH
out during a power outage. Consider each intersection to be a four-way stop
and drive defensively.

indicated in the application form. Stu- 
dents will then spend the day “shadowing” their mentors and preparing for and
participating in either a mock jury trial
Communication: Communication is vital in any emergency situation. You will
or a mock County Board meeting or
want
to be able to gain valuable information if it is sent out, or be able to contact
visiting the SCALE Regional Training
Facility in Jordan to see up close how others should you need too. Here are some things you can do to help you maintain
ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RI¿FHUV  ¿UH¿JKWHUV communication during a winter power outage.
and other public safety professionals are
 Make sure you have a portable charger with extra batteries for your cell
trained for their life-saving work.
phone.
Interested students should watch

Get a battery powered radio with extra batteries for listening to local
for announcement of the event at their
emergency instructions.
respective schools. If you are an inter
Purchase a NOAA weather radio to listen to National Weather Service
ested student studying civics -- or the
broadcasts.
parent of an interested student who does

If you haven’t already done so, sign up for CodeRED, Scott County’s mass
not attend a traditional school in Scott
QRWL¿FDWLRQV\VWHPE\YLVLWLQJWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWH www.co.scott.
County -- please contact Selina at (952)
mn.us ) and clicking on the CodeRED logo. If you don’t have access to
 RU 7UDF\ DW   
DFRPSXWHUSOHDVHFDOO  DQG(PHUJHQF\0DQDJHPHQWZLOO
for further information.
register you over the phone.
 Make a family communication plan. Your family may not be together during
a sudden power outage, so it is important to know how you will contact one
another, how you will get back together, and what you will do during an
emergency. To learn more about making a family communication plan, visit
this site: www.ready.gov/family-communications.
that were later brought to Simpson
I pledge my hands to better
Like any emergency situation, the best thing you can do right now is plan in adHousing Services in Minneapolis. The
service…
vance…
and then practice it. Ask yourself what your family would do if the power
team
plans
on
learning
more
about
how
One of the “Hs” in 4-H stands for
went
out
for hours on a below zero degree day. Think about the steps and measures
they
can
give
back
to
the
Scott
County
hands, with an emphasis on how 4-H
you
would
take to stay warm, communicate, and deal with other emergent situacommunity.
can give back and better serve our comLocal 4-H clubs participate in ser- tions, and write down ideas that would result in a smaller impact for your family.
munity. The Scott County Ambassador
7HDP¶V ¿UVW SURMHFW ZDV WKH 363 Sand- vice learning projects throughout the Once you have your plan drawn out on paper, get the family together and practice
wich Challenge:7KLUW\th grade 4-H year and develop a team display to share the plan. Act as though the power has gone out and imagine your reactions. Once
members recently listened to a presenta- at the Scott County Fair. If you would you have practiced your plan, evaluate it. What did your family do right, and what
tion by Anna Brekke about the project, like to learn more about service learn- could be improved? Use this feedback to enhance your plan.
Utility workers in Minnesota work long hours in extreme conditions to maintain
the people that the sandwiches would ing with 4-H or have a great idea for
serve, and larger issues about hunger in the team to explore, please contact Sara a reliable power grid. They are committed to doing the best they can to reduce and
the region. The team then quickly got Wagner at GXQF#XPQHGX or (952) eliminate power outages, but they can still happen. Being prepared for the possiELOLW\RQ\RXUHQGZLOORQO\EHQH¿W\RXUKRXVHKROGLIDZLQWHUSRZHURXWDJHRFFXUV
WR ZRUN PDNLQJ RYHU  VDQGZLFKHV 492-5388.
Scott County will be hosting the 14th
annual Future Leaders of Scott County
HYHQW RQ )ULGD\ $SULO   7KLV
event affords selected 8th and 9th graders from Scott County schools who are
studying government a hands-on opportunity to learn about county government
outside of the classroom environment.
During the months of January and
)HEUXDU\&RXQW\RI¿FLDOVDQGVWDIIYLVLW
8th and 9th grade government classes
WKURXJKRXW WKH &RXQW\ EULHÀ\ LQWURducing the topic of county government
and inviting interested students to apply
for the Future Leaders of Scott County
Day program. Selected students – limLWHGWRGXHWRVSDFHDQGEXGJHWFRQstraints – will be matched with County
employees (mentors) based on interests

4-H youth participate in
service learning projects
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SHUFHQWRIVROLGZDVWHEHLQJ
recycled in Scott County
In 1989, the Legislature adopted
comprehensive legislation based on the
recommendations of the Governor’s
Select Committee on Recycling and
the Environment (SCORE). This set
of laws initiated state funding for programs on recycling, as well as waste
reduction and the improved management of household hazardous wastes
and problem materials. The legislation
provided the basis for programs that are
ORQJWHUPDQGÀH[LEOHZLWKLQWKHVFRSH
of waste reduction, recycling, and problem materials management.
In early January of each year, the
Scott County Environmental Services
Department contacts local businesses
to determine how much they recycled
during the previous year. A form is sent
out that asks for recycling information
which includes paper products (such as
FDUGERDUG DQG RI¿FH SDSHU  DQG RWKHU
recyclables, such as metals, glass, and
plastics. For some businesses, it also
PD\ LQFOXGH XVHG RLO DQG RLO ¿OWHUV
ÀXRUHVFHQW ODPSV DXWRPRELOH EDWWHUies, electronic equipment (e-waste), and
appliances. There is no obligation for
these businesses to submit any information, but these data are valuable to calculate the recycling rate for Scott County.
The information provided by businesses becomes part of an annual

SCORE report the County submits to
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). The state provides funding to counties from dedicated solid
waste tax revenue that provides a stable
funding source for recycling and waste
reduction programs. Funding from the
SCORE program can be used for a wide
range of activities at the local level,
including recycling, efforts to reduce
waste (source reduction), operating a
household hazardous waste facility, and
educational programs. Each county is
free to use the tools that they feel are
appropriate for their population and for
the challenges of the local waste stream.
,Q  WKH WRWDO DPRXQW RI 0X-

nicipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected
LQ 6FRWW &RXQW\ ZDV  tons.
The amount of material recycled was
WRQVZKLFKFDOFXODWHVWRDSproximately 52 percent being recycled.
So, because of the recycling by area
businesses, everyone in Scott County
EHQH¿WVIURPIXQGLQJWKDWLVXVHGWRIXUther educate the public on solid waste
issues. Scott County Environmental
Services would like to acknowledge all
the following businesses that submitted
data on what they recycled beyond what
is normally recycled from residential
FROOHFWLRQVLQ7KDQN\RXIRU\RXU
efforts!
B.F Nelson Corporation
Canterbury Park
Chart, Inc.
Endres Food Processing
Fremont Industries, Inc.
Johnson Anderson
Phillips & Temro Industries
Riverfront Printing
Silgan Containers Corp.
Toro Company
Ziegler, Inc.
If your business would like to submit
information about your recycling activities, please contact Steve Steuber in the
Environmental Health Services at (952)
 RU YLD HPDLO DW ssteuber@
co.scott.mn.us.

Tax refunds
may be directly
deposited, split
7D[SD\HUV KDYH RSWLRQV DQG ÀH[ibility for choosing how to receive their
federal income tax refunds. There is the
“old-fashioned” way (a paper check),
and then there’s direct deposit into a
bank account (which means that refunds
arrive much faster).
If you opt for direct deposit, you
have the option of splitting the refund
among two or three checking or savings
DFFRXQWV ZLWK 86 ¿QDQFLDO LQVWLWXWLRQVUHJDUGOHVVRIZKLFKIRUPLV
¿OHG5HIXQGGROODUVFDQDOVREHXVHGWR
purchase U.S. Savings bonds.
If you’re having your taxes prepared
by a professional, it’s a good idea to
bring account and routing numbers to
the tax preparation appointment and
double-check the accuracy of the account numbers entered on tax returns.
The IRS assumes no responsibility for
taxpayer error!
Learn about direct deposit and splitting through the IRS website at www.
irs.gov, or ask your tax preparation professional or the volunteer tax assistance
site worker.
Sources: Internal Revenue Service,
Frequently Asked Questions About
Splitting Federal Income Tax, Refunds.

6FKRROEUHDNGLOHPPD"

Here’s some ideas
to keep kids busy
Many moms and dads would agree: School breaks
are a lot more fun as a kid than as a parent. To help occupy the kids and help save your sanity over the spring
break season, plan on having a few more structured
activities. While older kids bask in sleeping in until
noon, younger kids run on a different time schedule.
So why not create and post a “break schedule” much
like their school day? Here is an example of a Spring
Break Schedule for elementary students:
Breakfast
Outside fun/trip -- Library, gym, zoo, Children’s
Museum,
bowling…
Snack
Morning
activity -- Play
Dough, craft,
beads, science
experiments…
Movie/TV time
-- While lunch is
prepared.
Lunch -- You
could pack a
lunch if you’re going out!
Clean-up and chores time -- Each child should have
a list of chores that are age-appropriate.
Free play -- This is a good time to bring out toys
from Christmas that you may have hidden “for a
rainy day!”
Reading time --,WFDQEHIXQWR¿QGERRNVDWWKH
beginning of the week that go with the crafts that
you’re doing or an animal that you’ll see at the zoo!
Room time – Time to chill out, either by lying
GRZQRUSOD\LQJTXLHWO\LQWKHLUURRPIRUDWOHDVW
minutes.
Snack
Free play/outside time – If it is not freezing cold, get
outside and move around! If not, pull out the puzzles
or a game you can play together.
Prep for dinner – Try giving each of your kids one
night to pick out the dinner you’ll make and ask that
they help make it. (The other children get to help
clean up!)
For more information about 4-H youth programs,
in Scott County contact the Scott County Extension
2I¿FHDW  

)LQG6FRWW&RXQW\¶VKRPHSDJHDWZZZFRVFRWWPQXV
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Choose a tax
SUHSDUHUZLVHO\
More than half of taxpayers hire a professional
ZKHQ LW¶VWLPHWR¿OHDWD[UHWXUQ(YHQLI\RXGRQ¶W
SUHSDUH\RXURZQ)RUP\RX¶UHVWLOOOHJDOO\UHsponsible for what is on it. A tax return preparer is
trusted with your most personal information, so take
some time to understand a few essentials.
Here are a few tips to keep in mind when choosing
a tax preparer:
* Check to be sure the preparer has an IRS PreSDUHU 7D[ ,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ 1XPEHU 37,1  Anyone
ZLWKDYDOLG37,1LVDXWKRUL]HGWRSUHSDUHIHGeral tax returns. Tax return preparers, however, have
differing levels of skills, education, and expertise. You
can learn more about the several different types of return preparers on IRS.gov/chooseataxpro.
* Ask the tax preparer if they have a professional credential HQUROOHGDJHQWFHUWL¿HGSXEOLFDFcountant, or attorney), belong to a professional organization, or attend continuing education classes. Tax
return preparers aren’t required to have a professional
FUHGHQWLDOEXWPDNHVXUH\RXXQGHUVWDQGWKHTXDOL¿FDtions of the preparer you select.
* Check on the service fees upfront. Avoid preparers who base their fee on a percentage of your refund or those who say they can get larger refunds than
others can.
* Always make sure any refund due is sent to
you or deposited into your bank account. Taxpayers
should not deposit their refund into a preparer’s bank
account.
0DNHVXUH\RXUSUHSDUHURIIHUV,56H¿OHand
ask that your return be submitted to the IRS electronically. Any tax professional who gets paid to prepare
DQG ¿OH PRUH WKDQ  UHWXUQV JHQHUDOO\ PXVW ¿OH WKH
returns electronically. It’s the safest and most accurate
ZD\ WR ¿OH D UHWXUQ ZKHWKHU \RX GR LW DORQH RU SD\
VRPHRQHWRSUHSDUHDQG¿OHIRU\RX
* Make sure the preparer will be available.
Make sure you’ll be able to contact the tax preparer
DIWHU\RX¿OH\RXUUHWXUQ±HYHQafter the April 15 due
date. This may be helpful in the event questions come
up about your tax return.
* Never sign a blank return. Don’t use a tax preparer that asks you to sign an incomplete or blank tax
form.
* Review your return before signing. Before
you sign your tax return, review it and ask questions if
something is not clear. Make sure you’re comfortable
with the accuracy of the return before you sign it.
* Ensure the preparer signs and includes their
PTIN. Paid preparers must sign returns and include
their PTIN as required by law. The preparer must also
give you a copy of the return.
* Report abusive tax preparers to the IRS. You
can report abusive tax return preparers and suspected
tax fraud to the IRS. Use Form 14157, Complaint:
Tax Return Preparer. If you suspect a return preparer
¿OHGRUFKDQJHGWKHUHWXUQZLWKRXW\RXUFRQVHQW\RX
VKRXOGDOVR¿OH)RUP$5HWXUQ3UHSDUHU)UDXG
RU0LVFRQGXFW$I¿GDYLW<RXFDQJHWWKHVHIRUPVRQ
IRS.gov.
For more information contact Sharon Powell, Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5383.

Free tax
help available
Qualifying taxpayers can get free help
preparing their federal and state income
tax returns at locations across Minnesota.
You can get this help if any of the following
are true:
x You are a senior citizen (age 65 or
older);
x You are disabled;
x You speak limited or no English; or
x Your income is $52,000 or less.
Help with your current tax return is
available during the tax season. Most free
tax preparation sites are open February 1
through April 15. For assistance locating the
nearest free tax preparation site near you,
contact Extension Educator, Sharon Powell
at spowell@umn.edu or (952) 492-5383.

A dog-gone good day
$*UDQG2SHQLQJIRUWKH0XUSK\+DQUHKDQ3DUNGRJRIIOHDVKDUHDZDVKHOGLQ-DQXDU\&XWWLQJWKH
ULEERQZDV OHIWWRULJKW 7KUHH5LYHUV3DUN'LVWULFW&RPPLVVLRQHU-HQQLIHU'H-RXUQHWW6DYDJH0D\RU
Janet Williams, and Scott County Board Chair Jon Ulrich. The 3.5 acre site, located at the park’s trail
KHDGSDUNLQJDUHDDWWK6WUHHWDQG0XUSK\/DNH%RXOHYDUGZDVGHYHORSHGDVDFROODERUDWLYHHIIRUW
EHWZHHQWKH&LW\RI6DYDJH7KUHH5LYHUV3DUN'LVWULFWDQG6FRWW&RXQW\$GPLVVLRQWRWKHVLWHLVSHU
GD\SD\DEOHE\FUHGLWFDUGDWWKHVLWHRUE\SXUFKDVLQJDQDQQXDOSDVVIRUYLDZZZWKUHHULYHUVSDUNV
org or at the Cleary Lake Regional Park Visitors Center. An annual pass is good at all Three Rivers dog
off leash areas, including those at Cleary Lake and Spring Lake Regional Parks. For more information,
YLVLWZZZWKUHHULYHUVSDUNVRUJDFWLYLWLHVGRJRIIOHDVKDVS[RUFDOO  
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+GRJSURMHFWEHQH¿WVSHWV\RXWK
By Katie Schneider,
4-H Program Coordinator
Does your dog sit, stay, and
heel… or is he in desperate need
of some obedience training? Or
maybe you want to have some
fun with your pet and try taking
her through an obstacle course.
Well, you might want to consider joining the Scott County 4-H
dog project! The objectives of
the Minnesota 4-H dog project
are to develop leadership, initiative, self- reliance, and sportsmanship. Youth will also experience pride and responsibility Agility training is included in the dog project.
while being involved with their dog, learn a greater love for animals, and develop
a humane attitude towards them.
Within the dog project, youth have the opportunity to try four different specialization areas: showmanship, obedience, rally, and agility. The purpose of
showmanship is for 4-H members to develop skills and knowledge in dog show
handling. Showmanship also allows members to learn about breeds of dogs and
general grooming responsibilities. Obedience training is used to demonstrate the
usefulness of dogs as companions. The basic objective of obedience is to produce
dogs that have been trained and conditioned to always behave in the home, in pubOLFSODFHVDQGLQWKHSUHVHQFHRIRWKHUGRJVLQDPDQQHUWKDWZLOOUHÀHFWFUHGLWRQ
the sport of obedience. The third area of training is rally, which teaches dogs to
IROORZDFRXUVHDQGOHDUQFRPPDQGVDQGWKH¿QDODUHDRIWUDLQLQJLVDJLOLW\$JLOLW\WUDLQLQJHQFRPSDVVHVWKHGRJ¶VDJLOLW\EULVNQHVVFRQ¿GHQFHDQGDKDQGOHU¶V
control over an obstacle course designed for dogs.
If you are interested in joining the Scott County 4-H dog project or would like
WR¿QGRXWPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVHFDOOWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW  
:HZLOOEHVWDUWLQJWUDLQLQJOHVVRQVZLWKDNLFNRIIQLJKWLQODWH$SULO
at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan, and will conclude the season with our
show in July.

Youth may share their
talent at annual arts event
Do you sing, dance, play an instrument, or give speeches? Then 4-H is
looking for you! The Scott County 4-H
program will be hosting our Share the
Fun skits and Performing Arts judging
contest Saturday, April 18, from 9 a.m.
to noon in Belle Plaine.
Share the Fun
x Share the Fun is an opportunity for
4-Hers to experience performing
with a group, usually your club.
x Group performances help 4-Hers
GHYHORSSRLVHVHOIFRQ¿GHQFHDQG
discipline.
x The project also expands interest,
knowledge, and skill in the
performing arts.
x It involves having fun, working
with others, and sharing the results
of the work with an audience.
x Bring anything you need to do your
performance (such as CD player,
costumes, props, et cetera); a piano,
music stand, and microphone will
be provided that day.
x Acts shall not exceed six minutes
in length.
x The Share the Fun performance
that is judged to be the best will
have the opportunity to perform at
the State Fair.
Performing Arts
x The Performing Arts project is an
opportunity for K-12th graders to
showcase their talents in the areas
of drama, music, dance, and other
forms of performing arts.
x The project combines stage
presence with skill development
and sharing those skills with others.
x You perform for the audience and
a judge.

)LQG6FRWW&RXQW\¶VKRPHSDJHDWZZZFRVFRWWPQXV

Garden Fever 2015

$UHQHZHGYLHZ)UHVKSUDFWLFHVDQG
purpose for you and your garden
Have you and your garden made a good “love connection”? Does your
JDUGHQVW\OH¿W\RXUOLIHVW\OH"0D\EH\RXFUDYHFKDQJHEXWQHHGQHZLGHDV
Local author and self-proclaimed “lawn chair gardener” Dawn Pape will
highlight easy, eco-friendly practices and plans that can help your garden
UHÀHFWDXQLTXHSXUSRVH$QG8RI0([WHQVLRQHGXFDWRUDQGSODQWEUHHGHU
Kathy Zuzek will show that shrubs have come a long way from boring
foundations to many new high-impact landscape options.
Break-out sessions by other guest speakers and Extension Master Gardeners
include:
x Beyond Basil -- Specialty Herbs for the Garden: Teresa Mieseler,
owner of Shady Acres Herb Farm, will discuss best practices for
growing, preserving, and using a variety of herbs for the Minnesota
garden.
x Creating Something from Nothing: Basic design and
implementation strategies for owners of new construction lots, or
those who may want to wipe their landscape clean and start fresh.
x The Healing Garden: Develop your garden and gardening practices
to be meditative and healing for your mind, body, and soul.
x Innovative Methods for Extending the Growing Season: Covers
cold weather seed sowing, material covers, cold frames, row covers,
and transplanting cuttings.
x Micro-Batch Canning and Preserving: Anna Dvorak, local
nutrition and wellness consultant, will demonstrate methods to
maximize time while you “savor the small batch and stop sweating
the bushel.”
x Square Foot and Vertical Gardening: Innovative ideas to optimize
small spaces through square foot growing and designs, plant
selection, and out-of-the-ordinary containers for creative raised beds
and vertical gardening.
The event also includes vendor exhibits, silent auction, door prizes, a light
breakfast, and a fabulous buffet lunch.

Saturday, March 14, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $42 by March 7, $47 after March 8 and for walk-ins
Oak Ridge Hotel and Conference Center
1 Oak Ridge Drive
Chaska, Minnesota, 55318
For registration details, please visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org. For
more information, contact Sue at (  or ULHVJ#XPQHGX

Master Gardeners to host
classes at local libraries
7KH 3HUIRUPLQJ $UWV SURMHFW DOORZV
talented youth to perform and be
evaluated by judges.

x After your performance, the judge
will meet with you to discuss your
performance.
x Participants are judged not only on
their performance, but also on an
individual conference interview.
x Performances shall not exceed six
minutes in length.
x All participants must bring a poster,
display, or notebook that describes
skills, previous experiences,
and/or future plans within their
performing arts project area.
x Performances can be done
individually or as a team.
x Bring anything you need to do your
performance (such as CD player,
costumes, props, et cetera); a piano,
music stand, and microphone will
be provided that day.
For more information about joining
4-H and participating in the Share the
Fun and Performing Arts Contest, contact Katie Schneider at (952) 492-5384
RUYLDHPDLODWVFKQH#XPQHGX

Interested in a little pre-season
brushing up on your yard and gardening skills? Check out these free classes
being offered at two of the Scott County
Libraries!
Pruning trees and shrubs
3ULRU/DNH/LEUDU\ (DJOH
Creek Avenue, Prior Lake): Monday,
)HEUXDU\SP
Shakopee Library (235 S. Lewis Street,
6KDNRSHH 7XHVGD\)HEUXDU\
p.m.
Beginning vegetable gardening
Prior Lake Library: Monday, March 2,
SP
Shakopee Library: Tuesday, March 3,
SP

SP
6KDNRSHH/LEUDU\7XHVGD\0DUFK
SP
%HJLQQLQJÀRZHUJDUGHQLQJ
Prior Lake Library: Monday, March 23,
SP
Shakopee Library: Tuesday, March 17,
SP
Garden design or redesign
3ULRU/DNH/LEUDU\0RQGD\0DUFK
SP
Shakopee Library: Tuesday, March 24,
SP
Perennials for color all season
3ULRU/DNH/LEUDU\0RQGD\$SULO
SP
Shakopee Library: Tuesday, March 31,
SP
Selecting and pruning trees
Shakopee Library: Tuesday, April 7,
SP

Additional classes and topics are being
taught at Carver County Libraries.
For a full schedule, visit www.
Grow your own salad
3ULRU/DNH/LEUDU\0RQGD\0DUFK carverscottmastergardeners.org.

)LQG6FRWW&RXQW\¶VKRPHSDJHDWZZZFRVFRWWPQXV
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/DNHVLPSDFWHGE\LFH¿VKLQJZLQWHUDFWLYLWLHV
In Minnesota, we love our lakes, and
we are lucky enough to enjoy them all
year round. However, we must remember to leave lakes as clean as when we
YLVLWHG WKHP IRU ZLQWHU ¿VKLQJ FURVV
country skiing, skating, and snowmobiling. Garbage doesn’t magically disappear when the ice melts, so leftover
debris goes directly into our beautiful
lakes when the spring thaw arrives.
According to Dan Shower, Prior
Lake Advisory (PLA) Committee member, “The garbage issue after ice-out is
an enormous problem. I collect garbage
bags full of debris from my beach every
spring, mostly Styrofoam. The rest that
sinks, we try to clean up at the PLA’s
DQQXDO µ'LYH WKH /DNH (YHQW¶ KHOG
W\SLFDOO\ RQWKH¿UVWZHHNHQGLQ-XQH
Dozens of volunteer scuba divers spend
the day diving to the lake’s bottom. As
ZHVLIWWKURXJKWKHVLOWZH¿QGDQ\WKLQJ
from bikes to cell phones. Mostly irresponsible, but some uneducated, lake
users drive on to the lake and break
through the ice. The shoreline damage
from the recovery and vehicle chemicals released in one incident can take
years to restore.”
“Scott County is blessed with sevHUDOJRRG¿VKLQJODNHV´QRWHG0HOLVVD
Bokman, Scott County Water Resources
Planner. “Hundreds of people pile on
warm clothes, grab their jiggle sticks
and bait bucket, and head out on the
lake this time of year to enjoy the true
0LQQHVRWDWUDGLWLRQRILFH¿VKLQJ)RU
some, it’s a home away from home and
a favorite pastime. But we have to remember permanent residents and wildlife have homes that surround many
lakes in our County. Their back yard –
the lake itself – is negatively impacted
when littering occurs.”
“When you are out on the lake,
please be responsible and respectful of
our valuable natural resources and leave
the lake as clean as when you used it,”
she continued. “It takes a few minutes
to pick up after yourself, and it isn’t that

GLI¿FXOW ,QFOXGLQJ D FRXSOH JDUEDJH
EDJVZLWK\RXU¿VKLQJJHDUZLOOGRWKH
WULFNµ/HDYHQRWUDFH¶LVDJUHDWPRWWR
to remember.”
2015 ice clean-up events
A number of groups coordinate formal or informal volunteer ice cleanup
events on many of our Scott County
lakes. Volunteers primarily include
those who live on the lake, but also local
sportsmen’s and community clubs. The
O’Dowd Lake Chain Association is one
of many volunteer groups.
According to Jay Larson of the
O’Dowd Lake Chain Association, residents on O’Dowd Lake south of Shakopee have found gas cans, beer and
pop cans, oil bottles, human excrement
and diapers (!), buckets, several pieces
of wood from ice houses being moved,
tires, pieces of vehicles, and hundreds
of pounds of litter each season!
³:H XVXDOO\ JHW DERXW  KRXVHholds, including entire families, out on
the ice during our pick-up event with
trailers and garbage bags. These residents of the lake walk the shorelines
and hit most of the islands, especially
the rope swing island,” Larson explained. “It takes several trips walking
across the lake to clean up what careOHVVLFH¿VKHUPHQDQGZLQWHUUHFUHDWLRQ
enthusiasts have left behind that will
pollute our lakes long after they leave.”
³0DQ\PDQ\WLPHVZH¿OOXSWZRSODFH
and four-place snowmobile trailers full
of garbage,” he continued. “It is unbelievable what people leave behind; it
has brought tears to many eyes a number of times. We have been cleaning up
the lake like this for more than 15 years.
Without this event, our chain of lakes
would look pretty sad.”
Each year, the Association schedules
a Saturday when the snow has melted
down on the lake so cleanup crews
and families can see the garbage, typiFDOO\ RQ WKH ¿UVW RU VHFRQG 6DWXUGD\
following the ice shelter removal dead-

3LFWXUHGDERYHLVDVPDOOVDPSOHRIZKDWZDVUHFRYHUHGIURPWKHERWWRPRI
Prior Lake during the Prior Lake Association’s “Dive the Lake Event” held in
June 2014.

lines. Volunteers comb the lake for trash
and discarded materials before the ice
melts and deposits this debris directly
into the lake. It should be noted that garbage not only affects lake water quality,
EXW LW DOVR QHJDWLYHO\ DIIHFWV ¿VK EHDvers, raccoons, and birds who live in,
on, or near the lake.
“The lake is not a public garbage
dump,” Bokman continued. “If you are
¿VKLQJ LW UHPHPEHU WR GR \RXU SDUW
Some toxins that get released into that
ODNHFDQDFFXPXODWHLQ¿VKWLVVXH)LVK
are not as appetizing when you think of
it that way. Human waste is a source
of nutrients, and many of the lakes in
the county are considered water quality
impaired due to excess nutrients.” To
OHDUQ PRUH DERXW ZKDW ¿VK DUH VDIH WR

eat out of lakes, check out the Minnesota Department of Health Fish Consumption Advisory: www.health.state.mn.us/
GLYVHK¿VKHDWLQJVLWHVSHFL¿FKWPO
“We are lucky to have dedicated
groups of residents who have been overseeing annual cleanup. If they didn’t, we
may not be able to swim in or have anyWKLQJDOLYHLQWKHODNHWR¿VKIRU/HW¶V
all do our part to keep our lake systems
clean!”
If you’re interested in helping with
local cleanup efforts, contact Jay Larson, O’Dowd Lake Chain Association,
DW  /RRNIRUHYHQWLQformation for Cedar Lake at www.cedarlakeimprovement.com or check with
your local sportsmen’s clubs or lake associations for other events.

3UHYHQWVHSWLFV\VWHPIUHH]LQJZLWKWKHVHWLSV
Cold temperatures combined with a lack of snow
create a prime situation for septic system freeze-ups.
During the writing of this article, the snow depth
across Scott County is currently two to four inches according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ snow depth map. Whether you enjoy the snow
or not, one thing is for certain: snow is a great natural
insulator protecting private and public infrastructure,
including buried public sewer and storm pipes and
VHSWLFV\VWHPV+HUH\RXZLOO¿QGLQWRWLSVWRSUHYHQW
a septic system from freezing, and what you can do
about it if your septic system does freeze up.

Spread out your laundry to one load per day utilizing
warm/hot water, take hot baths, and run the dishwasher. (However, don’t leave the water running all the
time, as this will hydraulically overload the system.)
/HDNLQJSOXPELQJ¿[WXUHVDQGKLJKHI¿FLHQF\IXUnace drips can also be a problem. The idea is to keep
small trickles of water from entering the pipes because
WKLVVORZPRYLQJWKLQ¿OPRIZDWHUFDQIUHH]HZLWKLQ
the pipe and eventually cause the pipe to freeze solid.
7KH ZDWHU IURP KLJK HI¿FLHQF\ IXUQDFHV DPRXQWV WR
DERXW¿YHWRJDOORQVSHUGD\RQDFROGGD\7KLV
water is clean and not considered sewage, and it should
EHGLYHUWHGDZD\IURPÀRRUGUDLQV$OWHUQDWLYHO\\RX
$JRRGLQVXODWRUIRUVHSWLFV\VWHPGUDLQ¿HOGVDQG could install a small condensate pump that holds and
septic tanks is a layer of mulch (straw, leaves, or hay) discharges two gallons per cycle.
eight to 12 inches deep over the entire system, includLQJ SLSLQJ WDQNV DQG GUDLQ¿HOGV  ,I \RXU V\VWHP LV If your septic system freezes:
,I\RX¿QG\RXUVHOIZLWKDIUR]HQVHSWLFV\VWHPRU
already frozen, do not place this layer over the system,
pipes, it is advisable to contact a licensed septic profesas it will take longer to thaw.
Compacted snow or compacted soil does not insu- VLRQDO7KH03&$ZHEVLWHKDVDVHDUFKWRROIRU¿QGlate very well. Driving any type of equipment over the LQJ FHUWL¿HG SURIHVVLRQDOV LQ \RXU DUHD  6HDUFK WKH
system further compacts snow and soil, and sends the internet for “MPCA SSTS licensed business search.”)
,WLVLPSRUWDQWWR¿QGRXWZK\DQGZKHUHWKHV\VWHP
frost down deeper. Cars, trucks, and livestock should
stay off the system all year long, but especially in the froze to get the root of the problem, be it simply a lack
winter. A general rule is to not drive anything larger of snow cover/insulation or a larger issue that needs
WREH¿[HGWRSUHYHQWIUHH]LQJLQWKHIXWXUH7KHUHDUH
than a lawn tractor on any part of a septic system.
A lack of plant cover is also a problem, mainly for four major areas where freeze ups occur:
The pipe from the house to the tank: If this is
newly installed systems late in the year which had little time to establish a vegetative cover. Allowing grass the area of freezing, there are two primary causes: a
to grow an extra six inches longer over all parts of the low wastewater generating device (such as a high efsystem in fall will provide a little extra insulation dur- ¿FLHQF\IXUQDFH RUDQLPSURSHUO\VORSHGSLSHOHDGLQJ
to the septic tank.
ing with winter months.
Freezing can occur with irregular use of a system
The septic tank or pump tank: If the tank freezes,
or when homes are unoccupied for extended periods of
time. If you take a winter vacation, plan accordingly WKHEDIÀHVFRXOGEHGDPDJHGDQGVKRXOGEHFKHFNHGRU
by having someone run warm water in your home on repaired once it has thawed out. The tank itself should
occasion while you’re away. If you suspect that your also be checked for cracks. Insulating can be done by
system may be freezing, use plenty of warm water. using Styrofoam that is designed to be buried. It can

be placed on the tank by removing the soil and adding
one to three inches of Styrofoam and replacing the soil
FRYHU  ,I WKHUH LV D SXPS RQ \RXU V\VWHP WKH ÀRDWV
should be checked for damage and proper operation as
necessary. The pump should always be accessible and
it may be necessary to bring the access to the surface
by installing a riser. Risers should always have acceptably insulated lids as well as be installed in a way to
prevent unauthorized access.
7KHSLSHWRWKHGUDLQ¿HOG If this becomes frozen,
the remedies are similar to the pipe from the house to
the tank freezing (see above). In addition, if you have
a pump or a pressurized system, it is important that this
pipe has drainback to prevent water from stagnating in
this pipe. DrainbackLVWKHÀRZRIZDWHUIURPWKHSLSH
draining back into the lift tank after the pump shuts
off. A common problem is pump tanks with check
valves which do not allow drainback.
7KHGUDLQ¿HOG (mound, trench, bed, et cetera): If
WKHGUDLQ¿HOGLVIUR]HQWKHV\VWHPFDQVRPHWLPHVEH
jetted out with a high temperature water or steamer.
However, if the sewage comes to the surface in the
winter, this creates a health risk to people or animals
that come in contact with it. If this is the case, the solution may be as simple as adding more topsoil.
There are a few things that one should never do
to thaw out a septic system: never add antifreeze or
salt, never pump raw sewage onto the ground or into a
GLWFKQHYHUVWDUWD¿UHRYHUWKHV\VWHPWRWKDZLW
Last case scenario? Use the tanks as holding tanks
and have a pumper empty out the tanks when they are
full, until the system thaws naturally in the spring.
Information for this article supplied by U of M,
MPCA, and MN DNR
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1HZV\RX
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND6&$/( DOLWWOHPRUH
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To
forge new and innovative ways in which
government entities can collaborate
to provide outstanding service while
making the most of limited resources.”
So watch this page for current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

Southeast Prior Lake

From Prior Lake:

Environmentallyfriendly, cost-effective
measures keep Prior
Lake roads safe

County CIP projects
to impact Prior Lake
The Scott County Board of CommisVLRQHUVDSSURYHG6FRWW&RXQW\¶V
 &DSLWDO ,PSURYHPHQW 3URJUDP
&,3 RQ'HF7KHGRFXPHQW
details seven projects – mostly street
reconstruction or expansion projects –
that will impact the Prior Lake area over
WKH QH[W ¿YH \HDUV 3ODQV DOVR FDOO IRU
an intersection realignment in the southeast and a trail loop at Spring Lake Regional Park.

Northwest Prior Lake
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC) requested expansion of County Road 83 from County
Road 82, north to Wilds Parkway. In
 WKH H[LVWLQJ WZRODQH URDGZD\
will be expanded to four lanes, and will
include a trail/walkway. Currently, there
is no pedestrian/bike trail connection on
County Road 83 between County Roads
42 and 82, a missing link in the system.
7KH606&ZLOOSURYLGHDERXWWR
SHUFHQWRIWKHIXQGLQJEDVHGRQWUDI¿F
volume.
Also northwest of Prior Lake, but
outside the City, a 1.3 mile section of
County Road 42 will be expanded to
four lanes from County Road 83 west to
&RXQW\ 5RDG  LQ 7R WKH VRXWK
of that site, County Road 17 will also
be expanded to four lanes past County
Road 82.

Northeast Prior Lake

7UDI¿F VWXGLHV LQGLFDWH D SRRU OHYHO
of service on County Road 42 from Rutgers Street to Quebec Avenue in Savage
at Highway 13. Scott County plans dual
left-turn lanes on County Road 42, permanent signals at the intersection with
Highway 13 and again at Quebec Ave.
7KH SURMHFW LV VFKHGXOHG IRU  DQG
includes overlay and a trail/sidewalk.

Downtown Area
To improve access to downtown and
reduce congestion, the County Road 21
and Highway 13 intersection will be reconstructed with turn lanes on County
Road 21 and receiving lanes on Highway
LQ7KHSURMHFWLQFOXGHVDQHZ
signal system, ¾ access at Pleasant Avenue and Highway 13, and an improved
pedestrian walkway. The County Road
21 and Arcadia Avenue intersection will
receive improvements and a signal light
corresponding with the median closure
at Main Avenue.

An intersection realignment is
SODQQHG IRU  IRU &RXQW\ 5RDG 
ZLWK &RXQW\ 5RDG  DQG WK 6W
in east Prior Lake to improve safety
and mobility. The two “T” intersections will be realigned into a full access
intersection.

Southwest Prior Lake
Lastly, the City of Prior Lake, the
SMSC, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District, and Scott County will
cooperate on construction of a trail loop
in the Artic Lake area of Spring Lake
5HJLRQDO 3DUN LQ  7KH WUDLO ZLOO
include a water control structure/trail
crossover and each agency will assist
with funding.

The City of Prior Lake has an abundance of natural beauty surrounding its
community and the health of its lakes
and natural areas is important all year
around.
Salt used to deice roads, sidewalks,
and driveways contains high concentrations of chloride which -- even in small
amounts -- can have serious and permanent impacts on local water bodies. Excess chloride changes the concentration
of salt in water and can harm aquatic
SODQWVDQG¿VK,QIUDVWUXFWXUHSUREOHPV
from corroding road surfaces, bridges,
and vehicles also increase maintenance
costs for the City and residents.
The Prior Lake Public Works Department has taken innovative steps to
reduce the amount of chloride entering
local waters. Seventy-eight percent of
all salt applied to roadways stays within
a local watershed. The City uses a mixture of 23 percent salt solution and an
environmentally-friendly product with
anti-icing properties made from beet
juice or molasses to pre-treat roads and
sidewalks to prevent ice from forming.
By using this mixture, the City has reduced the amount of salt exposure to the
environment by 77 percent!
Snowplows also play an important
role in preventing ice formation. Since
public safety is the City’s number one
SULRULW\ GXULQJ SHULRGV RI VLJQL¿FDQW
snowfall, snow plows are available
24 hours a day. During smaller snow
events, the City plows roads as soon as
the snow stops falling. Quick removal
of snow from City streets prevents vehicles from compacting snow to street surfaces and preventing ice from forming.
Careful calibration of the City’s
snow plows multiple times per year ensures the most effective amount of the
salt mixture is being used on the streets.
Snow plows are equipped with GPS
technology that allows the City to track
how much chemical is being used.
This attention to detail has saved
WKH&LW\EHWZHHQDQG
a season, a savings that is passed on to
taxpayers. The reduction in salt costs
and careful accounting of the amount
of salt used on roadways reduces excess spending. These environmentallyfriendly practices and the City’s commitment to salt use reduction was recRJQL]HGLQE\WKH$PHULFDQ3XEOLF

mission, the City contracted with a company in California last year to develop
the site’s design. Staff then migrated
the content themselves to keep the cost
of the site’s development to just under
 2QJRLQJ FRVWV DUH PLQLPDO
since the City uses Joomla, a free content management system, which allows
staff to make nearly all updates themselves. The only cost to taxpayers is for
site hosting and technical support ($89
per month). “We’re excited that with
our new site, residents truly can interact
with the City anytime, anywhere.”
Site users can pay their City utility bills and other invoices, register for
Parks and Recreation programs, view
available space at the Sports Center, sign
up to receive crime alerts, rate press releases and newsletter articles, and more.
A quick access menu on the right side of
the home page provides direct links to
many of those functions, Barnett added.
Over the coming months, the City
plans to increase the site’s capabilities.
7KH (DVWHU %XQQ\ ZLOO EH DWWHQGLQJ Staff is currently researching options for
the Easter egg hunt at Lakefront reserving meeting rooms and requesting
3DUN7KHUHZLOODOVREHDSHWWLQJ]RR parking permits online. In addition, site
pony rides, and the musical group use will be monitored to determine if
Kidsdance.
adjustments are necessary to make the
site even more user-friendly. Those who
visit the site are encouraged to share
their experience, including suggestions
for improvement, with Barnett via abarnett@ci.savage.mn.us.
Prior Lake’s Annual Lakefront Easter Egg Hunt is Saturday, March 28
from 1 - 3 p.m. at Lakefront Park. The
KXQW EHJLQV SUHFLVHO\ DW  SP EXW
participants can visit the Easter Bunny
at the gazebo, enjoy the petting zoo,
take pony rides, and party to music by
Kidsdance beginning at 1 p.m.
Like previous years, all participants collect eggs at the same time in
the same area where different age sections are roped-off in Lakefront Park.
$3ULRU/DNH¿UHWUXFNZLOOVRXQGQRWL- 7KH XQXVHG 6DYDJH VZLQJ EULGJH
fying children when to collect six eggs crossing is being studied for future
DW SUHFLVHO\  SP &KLOGUHQ VKRXOG transportation needs.
look carefully in their eggs for a possible golden ticket to exchange for a bigger prize. Participants are encouraged
to bring a non-perishable food item to
the collection for the Scott Dakota CAP
Agency Food Shelf. New this year,
there will be a $5 per car fee to park
A study is underway to determine if
in Lakefront Park during this event.
an existing, unused river crossing could
meet transportation needs in the future.
The area being studied is the Dan
From Savage:
Patch Rail corridor where a swing
bridge currently exists. For decades, the
bridge carried freight trains and motor
vehicles across the Minnesota River. In
WKHURDGZD\SRUWLRQRIWKHFURVVing closed due to its condition, and train
Frequent visitors to cityofsavage. WUDI¿F RYHU WKH EULGJH FHDVHG LQ WKH
com may have noticed a change over the V
past month. A new website launched in
At one time, the Dan Patch Rail corJanuary is intended to make it easier for ridor was mentioned as a possibility for
residents to conduct business with the passenger rail, but a legislative gag orCity of Savage.
der has prevented further discussion of
The most noticeable change to the the concept. The current study, which
website is in the home page design and was initiated by the City of Savage, will
navigation menus. A series of banners focus on identifying the opportunities
promote the most important messages and challenges that exist for using the
for the public, while a scaled down crossing as a roadway carrying passenmenu system allows for better perfor- ger cars, buses, and bicycles. If viable,
mance on smart phones, tablets, and further study would be necessary to deother mobile devices.
termine the costs and other details asso“Our previous website was designed ciated with moving the project forward.
primarily for display on desktop comOver the next several weeks, conputers,” said Communications Manager sultant Kimley-Horn will gather backAmy Barnett. Guided by input from the ground information and discuss the Dan
City’s Advisory Communications Com- SCALE NEWS to next page
Works Association, when the City of
Prior Lake won the Excellence in Snow
and Ice Control Award.
With the snow piling up around the
city, the Prior Lake Public Works department is working hard to ensure that residents have a safe drive home and beautiful lakes and parks for generations to
FRPH7R ¿QG RXW PRUH DERXW FKORULGH
and water pollution, visit the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency website at
ZZZSFDVWDWHPQXVUSJE

Prior Lake changes
up Easter egg hunt
for March 28

Old swing bridge
subject of grantfunded study

New City website
friendlier to mobile
devices
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Patch river crossing with other entities
that could be impacted. Results of the
study are expected to be presented in
March.
7KH VWXG\ LV FRYHUHG E\ D 
Economic Development Incentive
Grant from the Scott County Community Development Agency.

Safety SCENE

may be altered, removed or phased in as
funding permits.
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Construction of the park is anticipatHGWREHJLQLQ4XDUU\/DNH3DUN
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka
was previously inaccessible to the public until Emerson Process Management
purchased the long-vacant ADC buildLQJ LQ  DQG UHTXLUHG SXEOLF VWUHHW
access to Quarry Lake. The park is curTheft and burglary can happen anytime, but the likelihood seems to increase in
rently not open to the public. For more the spring as colder temperatures subside and warmer days begin. People go out
information, visit www.ShakopeeMN. PRUH ZKHQ WKH ZHDWKHU LPSURYHV DQG FULPLQDOV ¿QG WKHLU ZD\ RXWVLGH DV ZHOO
gov/parkdevelopment/quarrylake.
looking for an easy target. If you have something you don’t want stolen, then lock
it up.
Believe it or not, almost the National Crime Prevention Council estimates that
RYHUSHUFHQWRIEUHDNLQVKDSSHQwithout the use of force. This means people
continue to leave their homes without locking doors and windows. Keeping the
doors of your home, vehicles, shed, or other properties unlocked is the equivalent
to rolling out the red carpet for burglars to make an easy payday.
Bring your basket to the Community
7KHUH DUH RYHU ¿YH
Center, 1255 Fuller St. S., for Parks & million home burglaries
Recreation’s annual Easter Egg Hunt at reported in the U.S. each
11 a.m. Saturday, March 28.
year. Usually, nine out
Activities include egg hunts by age, of ten of these burglaries
games, prizes, a visit from the Easter were preventable. One of
Bunny, and more. This free event is co- the best ways to prevent a
sponsored with Shakopee Jaycees.
burglary is to remove the
opportunity for a crime to
occur. Doors have locks
for a reason, and that reason is not to keep you
locked inside. Doors have
locks to help keep unwanted guests out! Locking
your doors may be the most important thing you can do to prevent a theft.
There are other steps you can take as well. One example is lighting. A burglar’s
methods normally require them to go unseen and unheard. Having a well-lit yard
can be a deterrent for a person who is trying to be sneaky, so do what you can to
shine some light on them. Consider purchasing motion-sensitive lighting; this type
Bring baskets and hunt eggs.
of lighting is available at a relatively low cost. Ensure exterior lighting is mounted
of reach to prevent burglars from unscrewing the bulbs, and trim the trees and
%HOOH3ODLQH7RZQVKLS out
shrubbery near doors and windows to ensure a clear view and to prevent burglars
from hiding in the shadows of the exterior of your home.
Something burglars dislike even more than light is noise. If you like animals,
most dogs tend to be good noisemakers. You don’t necessarily need a large dog as
Notice is hereby given to the quali- those smaller dogs tend to make plenty of noise. A dog can be an alarm to you and
¿HGYRWHU V RI%HOOH3ODLQH7RZQVKLS a deterrent for a burglar. If you do choose to get a dog, please remember to license
County of Scott, State of Minnesota, and vaccinate your pet. If a dog isn’t your thing and you can afford it, install an
that the Annual Town Meeting will be alarm system that will summon law enforcement directly. Some alarms can also
KHOG RQ 7XHVGD\ 0DUFK   ,Q notify your neighbors of a burglar’s presence. Finding something to make noise
case of inclement weather, the meeting when burglars are on the prowl could potentially save you from being a victim.
When looking for ways to prevent thefts or break-ins, try to think like a burwill be postponed until Tuesday, March
glar.
Go around your home in the way a burglar would and look for easy ways to

The Annual Meeting will begin at enter your home. If you identify easy entry points, do what you can to secure them.
SPWRFRQGXFWDOOQHFHVVDU\EXVL Make sure the items of value in your home -- such as guns, electronic devices, and
cash -- are not stored in your vehicle and are not in plain sight within your home.
ness. Agenda items:
Finally, if you are going out of town do not let the social media world know
x $QQXDO0HHWLQJ
about it. Telling people where you are is the same as telling burglars where you
Minutes
are not. Don’t inadvertently make your home a target by telling the world there
x Financial Report
is nobody home. In addition, have someone pick up your newspapers and mail so
x Proposed Levy
they don’t accumulate and alert burglars of your absence.
x Adoption of the Ditch
Burglaries and thefts are rare in Scott County, and we’d like to keep it that way,
Alteration Policy
but
these types of crime do occur. You need to do what you can to keep yourself
x Crack/ Seal Project
IURP¿
OLQJDUHSRUWZLWKXV7KHUHDUHVLPSOHWKLQJV\RXFDQGRWRSUHYHQWWKHIW
x Next Annual Meeting
Please take the time to consider implementing some of those ideas.

7KHWHPSWDWLRQVRIZDUPHUZHDWKHU

Teacher (and his wife)
QDPHG¿UH¿JKWHURI
the year in Savage
Hop to Shakopee’s
A man who spends his days impacting young lives has been recognized for annual Easter Egg
protecting the lives of
Hunt March 28
Savage’s residents.

0DUN*ULI¿QDWHDFK
er and coach for the
Eden Prairie school
district, was named
WKH6DYDJH)LUH
¿JKWHURIWKH<HDUE\
his peers last month.
³)LUH¿JKWHU *ULI
¿QWUXO\HPERGLHVWKH 0DUN*ULI¿Q
ideology of brotherhood, sisterhood, and family as it relates
WRFRPPXQLW\VHUYLFHDQG¿UH¿JKWLQJ´
Fire Chief Joel McColl said.
Members of the Savage Fire Department come from all walks of life. Most
maintain full-time careers while servLQJ DV SDLG RQFDOO ¿UH¿JKWHUV 'RLQJ
both well often requires the help of a
VSRXVH DQG *ULI¿Q¶V ZLIH 0LFKHOH LV
no exception. Her name also will appear
RQ WKH GHSDUWPHQW¶V )LUH¿JKWHU RI WKH
Year plaque because of the commitment
VKHKDVVKDUHGZLWK*ULI¿QRYHUWKH
years he’s been with the Savage Fire
Department.
“It doesn’t matter if the call comes
DWDPRUSPLI0DUNLVKRPHDW
the time of someone’s call for help, you
can be guaranteed he will arrive,” McColl said. He explained that Michele has
made her husband’s level of involvement possible through her willingness
to carry the load at home whenever the
pager sounded. The couple raised three
children who worked alongside their
parents during Department fundraisers,
community events, and open houses.
“Mark and Michele understand the values of family and community service,”
McColl said.
*ULI¿QKDVKHOGPDQ\UROHVWKURXJK
out his years of service including capWDLQ¿UHPRWRURSHUDWRUDQGUHOLHIDVVR
ciation secretary. Perhaps because it’s in
his nature, he’s often been called upon
WREHDPHQWRU±OHDGLQJQHZ¿UH¿JKW
HUVRQVWUXFWXUH¿UHVFDU¿UHVPHGLFDOV The Annual Meeting will be held at
crashes, and hazardous material calls.
the Belle Plaine Township Hall/Garage
The couple’s commitment to fam+LFNRU\%OYG%HOOH3ODLQH 
LO\FRPPXQLW\DQGWKH¿UHVHUYLFHH[
tend beyond Savage’s city limits. Each
\HDU WKH *ULI¿Q IDPLO\ KHDGV RXW HDVW
to Mark’s hometown of Buffalo, New
York. While visiting Mark’s mother,
WKH\WDNHWLPHWRYROXQWHHUZLWKWKH¿UH
department for which his dad (now deFHDVHG ZDV¿UH¿JKWHU

Ditch policy to be
topic at meeting

From Shakopee:

Design for
Quarry Lake Park
approved
In December, the City Council approved a design for Quarry Lake Park, a
111-acre park in east Shakopee that conWDLQVDDFUHODNHXVHGE\WKH6KDNR
pee-Prior Lake Water Ski Association.
Current plans call for a multi-purpose
building, trails, a rental shelter, a nature
SOD\ DUHD ¿VKLQJ SLHUV DQ RSHQ ODZQ
a gazebo, terraced seating, and ample
parking. The City Council is expected
WRUHYLHZ¿QDOHQJLQHHULQJSODQVIRUWKH
SDUNLQHDUO\DWWKDWWLPHIHDWXUHV

7RZQVKLSVWR
hold annual
meetings on
March 10

Scott County townships will
hold their annual meetings on
7XHVGD\0DUFK6HYHUDOWRZQ
ships will also hold their township elections that day. Polls will
be open in Credit River and Cedar
Lake Township’s from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m., and in New Market and JackVRQ 7RZQVKLSV IURP  DP WR 
p.m.,
Township levies and budgets
are determined at the annual meetings, as well as other business of
the township.

Editorial
Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about
Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or
suggestions, contact Lisa
Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780
or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us
or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative
Coordinator, at (952) 4968597 or crobling@co.scott.
mn.us.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Map exhibit opens,
holiday activities planned

X Marks the Spot: Mapping Scott
County: Discover the wealth of
information available in maps!
The Veterans Administration (VA) has been busy implementing the Veterans Whether showing the County’s growth,
Choice ProgramDQHZWHPSRUDU\EHQH¿WDOORZLQJVRPHYHWHUDQVWRUHFHLYHKHDOWK industries, dislocation of Native
care in their communities rather than traveling or waiting for a VA appointment. peoples, recreation areas, or highways,
7KLV SURJUDP GRHVQ¶W LPSDFW FXUUHQW9$ KHDOWK FDUH RU DQ\ RWKHU9$ EHQH¿WV  maps tell us much about this place we
7KH9$EHJDQLVVXLQJ&KRLFH&DUGVLQ'HFHPEHUDQG-DQXDU\VRPDQ\ call home. This exhibit features plat
of you may have already received the card. Remember: The Choice Card doesn’t maps (dating back to 1854), Sanborn
UHSODFH\RXU9$0&,'FDUGVRGRQRWWKURZDZD\\RXUFXUUHQWLGHQWL¿FDWLRQFDUG Insurance maps, topographic maps,
Preauthorization is required! For all care under the Choice Program, services
maps used in advertising and tourism,
must be preauthorized. Veterans cannot simply schedule their own appointments
and more! Exhibit runs through August
or visit a community provider and attempt to use their Choice Card to receive care.
If veterans do not receive authorization, they may be responsible for some or all of 
the costs of the treatment received.
7RYHULI\HOLJLELOLW\DQGUHFHLYHSUHDSSURYDOYHWHUDQVVKRXOGFDOO  
8198 (this phone number is on the Choice Card). Be prepared to provide any other
health insurance coverage you have so coverage responsibilities can be assessed. If
an eligible veteran has another health care plan, VA is the secondary payer for costs
associated with non-service connected care. VA will be the primary payer for care
related to service-connected conditions. Be aware this means that using the Choice
Program for non-service connected care the veteran may be responsible for copays
and cost shares associated with their health care plan.

1HZKHDOWKFDUHRSWLRQVRIIHUHG

7KHUHDUHVSHFL¿FHOLJLELOLW\FULWHULDWKDWPXVWEHPHWWRXVHWKLVSURJUDP
 7KHYHWHUDQZDVHQUROOHGLQ9$KHDOWKFDUHRQRUEHIRUH$XJXVWRUEH
HOLJLEOHWRHQUROODVDUHFHQWO\GLVFKDUJHGFRPEDWYHWHUDQZLWKLQ¿YH\HDUVRI
separation.
 7KHYHWHUDQ¶VFXUUHQWDGGUHVVLVPRUHWKDQPLOHVIURPWKHQHDUHVW9$
facility.
 The veteran faces geographic challenges -- such as extensive distances
around water or other geological formations, such as mountains -- that
SUHVHQWVLJQL¿FDQWWUDYHOFKDOOHQJHV
 The veteran is told by his/her local VA facility that they will need to wait
PRUHWKDQGD\VIURPWKHLUSUHIHUUHGGDWHRUWKHGDWHPHGLFDOO\GHWHUPLQHG
by their provider.
Please contact Scott County Veterans Service with any questions you may have
regarding the Choice Program. There is also staff at each VA facility that can work
with veterans on the program.

Scott County’s Open to
Business program seeks
WRH[FHHG¿UVW\HDUUHFRUG
Program aids new entrepreneurs
,Q -DQXDU\  WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\
First Stop Shop expanded its economic
development programming to provide
special attention to small business needs
in Scott County. The Open to Business
program, which is part of the Metropolitan Consortium of Community DeYHORSHUVSURYLGHGPRUHWKDQKRXUV
of free business advising and loaned out
RYHUZKLFKOHYHUDJHGPRUH
than $1.1 million in business loans and
JUDQWVWREXVLQHVVHVLQWKHLU¿UVW\HDU
in Scott County. Clearly, Scott County
ZDV H[SHULHQFLQJ D VLJQL¿FDQW ULVH LQ
larger economic development projects,
EXW WKH ÀRRG RI VPDOO EXVLQHVV H[SDQsion projects and new business starts
exceeded every expectation. And it
wasn’t just in one community -- it came
from border to border around the entire County. Christine Pigsley, Open to
Business advisor, started meeting with
entrepreneurs once a week at the Scott
&RXQW\ *RYHUQPHQW &HQWHU LQ 
she has expanded it to two-plus days a
week, meeting at the Government Center, in the local communities, or business owners’ locations.
What do these entrepreneurs have in
common? They are looking for someone who can offer assistance on business start-up, marketing, social media,
strategic planning, accounting, human
UHVRXUFHVDQGRIFRXUVHKRZWR¿QDQFH
it all. One of the most unique and valu-

able aspects of Open to Business is that
the organization makes direct loans to
new start-ups and existing businesses
and they work with the area banking and
credit union community, as well as the
cities, to put together loan packages that
help make deals that would not otherwise happen.
Clearly starting and growing your
own business isn’t an easy process or
one that should be done without thought
and planning, but small businesses are
growing in our downtowns, strip malls,
and in our homes thanks to the technology that brings the world to our doorstep.
Stacy Crakes, Business Development
Manager for the First Stop Shop, notes,
“Quality of life, doing something that
makes a difference and a good living,
and that builds a future are universal
goals for our residents. For some people
this opportunity comes from the many
new jobs that have been created here
in Scott County, but for others it means
taking business into your own hands
and our goal is to be there to support all
businesses -- big and small.”
For more information about how to
make an appointment to meet with an
Open to Business advisor and to learn
more about the small business lending
program, contact Christine Pigsley at
   RU E\ HPDLO DW cpigsley@mccdmn.org.

Watergate: The Scandal That Rocked
the Nation: This exhibit provides a
glimpse into
the scandal that
was Watergate.
Come view
objects related to
the Committee
to Re-Elect the
President, listen
to the testimony
from the Ervin
committee, reassemble shredded
White House documents, and try on
a Nixon mask as you learn about the
VFDQGDOWKDWOHGWRWKH¿UVWSUHVLGHQWLDO
resignation in United States history!
([KLELWUXQVWKURXJK0DUFK

scottcountyhistory.
org. Listen to St.

Patrick’s Day stories
and make your own
special St. Patrick’s
Day craft to take
home! Museum admission is also free
this day.
Mike Lynch’s Minnesota Starwatch
Party, Wednesday, March 25, 7:30 9:30 p.m. Presented
in partnership
with Shakopee
Community
Education. Enjoy
an evening under
the stars with local
meteorologist, Mike
Lynch. Registration
includes a handout
package with userfriendly star maps
and constellation charts, a telescopebuying guide, and a free ticket to
visit the SCHS’s X Marks the Spot
exhibit. Contact Shakopee Community
Education to register or get more
information.
Easter Kids Kraft, Saturday, March
28, 10:30 - 11:15
a.m. Free, but
registration
required for
craft supplies.
To register, call
 RU
e-mail sherrick@
scottcountyhistory.
org. Enjoy Easter stories and songs,

and make your own Easter craft
to take home. Program concludes
with an Easter egg hunt in the Stans
Garden (weather permitting). Museum
admission is also free
this day.
All Things Minnesota
Book Club – meets
DWSPWKHWKLUG
Thursday of each month
at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
IRXUWK7KXUVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDW
p.m. All types of handcrafters -- from
beginners to masters -- are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.

Victorian Valentine Party, Saturday,
February 14, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Kids
ages four and up and their families are
invited to a special Victorian Valentine
Party at the Scott County Historical
Society! We’ll read stories and learn
about Valentine’s Day traditions, and
then make our own Victorian-style
valentines. Each participant will
make one valentine to take home
and one valentine to give to a local
nursing home resident. The program
will conclude with tea and treats in
the historic Stans house! Fee is $5
per person and covers craft supplies,
treats, and museum admission.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education or Prior Lake-Savage
Community Education.
St. Patrick’s Day Kids Kraft,
Saturday, February 28, 10:30 - 11:15
a.m. Free, but registration is required
for craft supplies. To register, call
 RUHPDLOsherrick@

Check us out on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ScottCounty
HistoricalSociety and follow us on
Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
Unless
otherwise noted, events take place at
SCHS. Fees may be charged for some
HYHQWV &DOO    HPDLO
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or visit
www.scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. Scott County Historical
Society is located at 235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee.
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Pioneer dairy farmers supplied milk in Scott County
When August C. Schmidt received
deliveries at his milk skimming station
LQDGYDQFHVLQWHFKQRORJ\KDGDOready made the job of the average Scott
County farmer much easier than it had
been for the previous generation. In the
village of Joel in Blakely Township, August’s father who had watched teams of
horses trod the path to the station daily
had participated in progress when he
began to run the skimming plant on his
farm in 1897. Founded by Milton Dairy
of St. Paul, this station was one of many
that sprung up around the country in an
HUD ZKHQ IDUPHUV ZHUH ¿QDOO\ DEOH WR
eliminate one of the many duties of the
farm. Milk could now be skimmed, and
butter produced, outside of the home.
And within August’s time, trucks would
do all the work that was once reserved
for horses.
Milk and all things related to it were
seen as chores that fell within the household duties, which meant milking the
cows, bringing them in from pasture,
and making butter were also duties ful¿OOHG E\ WKH ZRPHQ ZKR FDUHG IRU WKH
KRXVH ,Q WKH PLGV RQH ZRPDQ
wrote of the trials of simply bringing
the cows in from the pasture. On one
evening in particular, when she and her
daughter attempted to bring the cows
into the barn, they discovered the herd
had crossed the creek on their property,
and they would likely require coaxing to
come back across. After she had waded
shoulder deep into the water, rains started to fall and the cows had not yet shown
an interest in moving. However, shortly
before she reached the other side of the
creek, lightening struck a tree near to
the herd and within moments, every last
cow had taken itself to the barn1.
As another woman recalled, from
her days growing up in New Prague,
there was no milkman to bring the much
needed beverage to your door in the
early days. Instead, her mother would
send her, with a pail and a dime, over
to the neighbor’s farm each day where
VKHZRXOGUHTXHVWWRKDYHWKHSDLO¿OOHG
directly from the cow. It was not uncommon to have to cool the milk before
pouring it from the pail, as it was often
still warm from the cow2.
While some people received their
milk from nearby farmers, the people
living within the downtown area would
have further to go to reach these cows
and their farms. One quick way to work
around this was just to keep a cow on
your property. It was not uncommon
for cows to be stabled within the town
limits on an individual’s property. This
was done in order that milk and cream
was always outside ones door fresh and
available at all times. This alleviated the
need to worry about keeping the milk
cool for as great a length of time. While
they still would have milked the cow in
batches and worked hard to not waste
any, there would have been fewer concerns about spoilage and securing more
for the day’s meals. During the warm
months a young man would go around
to all of the homes in town and collect
their cows with the intention of leading
them out to pasture. In this way they
could still graze in the prairie just outside of town and return home each night
IRUPLONLQJ7KH0D\HGLWLRQRI
the Jordan Independent announced the
arrival of spring with the assertion that
grazing season was here:
³<HVWHUGD\PRUQLQJIRUWKH¿UVWWLPH
this spring the stillness of the morning
air of our village was disturbed by the
shrill notes of the herdsman’s horn and
the lowing if the cattle as they left their
young for the neighboring prairie.”
One thing that everyone had in common, whether they owned a cow or had

be dumped all over the street. This was
a considerable blow to their day’s profits. For the New Prague Creamery and
soon many others, the era of the Motel
T truck was ushered in.
The early pioneers had milked their
cows each morning, skimmed it--laboriously and inconsistently--by hand,
spent hours churning the butter, and
delivered the milk to those who relied
on the fruit of their herd. Not mentioned
is the amount of time they spent caring for the cows themselves, as well.
7KH IDUPHU RI WKH V ZRXOG UHFRJnize this description of daily tasks all
too well, but the sons and daughters of
those farmers would scarcely have been
DEOH WR LPDJLQH VXFK FKRUHV %\ 
7KH ROG 1HZ 3UDJXH &UHDPHU\ ,I DQ\RQH NQRZV WKH LGHQWLW\ RI WKH PDQ creameries had boomed and every town
pictured above, contact the Historical Society at (952) 445-0378.
or village had one. August’s Village of
Joel was among these to become a town
to pay a farmer for the milk was that they
because of the presence of a creamery.
couldn’t keep it for more than 24 hours.
The next generation would have milked
The early pioneers had many methods
the cows and handled the herd just the
for storing their daily milk. If the milk
same, but now they had many hours
was to be consumed at home one might
of back breaking work taken off their
try keeping the milk in a dirt cellar, or
shoulders and an end product that was
lowering it into a well pit, which was
fresher, tastier and more consistent. It’s
also a great place to store butter, which
because of those early dairy farmers and
lasted for only slightly longer periods.
the small steps towards better quality
If the milk was to be taken by train or
that they had been taking all along, that
wagon to a distributor or creamery it
we now enjoy cream in our coffee, milk
would be left under a shady tree and
over our cereal, and butter on our bread.
then packed in ice. There were large
For more information, contact the
sheds and barns packed full of ice that
Scott County Historical Society at 235
had been cut during the winter months;
even in the middle of August, ice could holiday.” (Jordan Independent, July 14, Fuller St. S., Shakopee, MN 55379 or
RUhttp://www.scottcounbe found. There was always someone on 
hand to cut and pack lake ice in sawdust
The New Prague creamery, which tyhistory.org
DQGVWRUHLWXQWLODPRQWKZKHQDSUR¿W had been formed in 1911, had a very
could be made from it. Cutting and similar incident that caused them to (Endnotes)
hauling ice was hard work, but things part with horse pulled wagons for good. 1. Our Pioneer Days in Minnesota, Michigan 1949.
like milk couldn’t be moved far with- They had used them for all of their deliv- 2. (As I Remember Scott County: Growing
out it. While these were ways in which eries right until the catastrophe in 1932. up in New Prague, 1980).
milk did indeed stay cool and clear from While en route to a delivery with a very 3. (As I Remember Scott County: Old Time
spoilage, they were not always sanitary large haul of cream from New Prague, Milkman, 1980).
conditions. It was not altogether uncom- one of the horses became spooked, ran 4. History of Roy’s Dairy; http://www.geociPRQIRUOLGVWRÀ\RIIPLONFDQVZKLOHLQ off and caused the wagon full of milk to ties.com/powerofz7/milk2.html
transit, or for rats to climb inside during
their storage in the dirt cellar.
A cleaner, easier connection between
KRPH DQG IDUP ZDV ¿QDOO\ PDGH ZLWK
the advent of the milkman, around the
end of the 19th Century. For a long time
before the formal job title of “Milkman,” farmers had been carrying their
spare milk, fresh from the cow, to neighbors that didn’t have cows of their own.
Women would run out to the passing
wagons with their pails or pitchers, gather the day’s milk on the spot, and cover
it with a damp cloth; the milk could then
be stored in a cool place. The milkman
later provided a similar service with an
HVWDEOLVKHGURXWHLFH¿OOHGEXUODSEDJV
DQGJDOORQFDQV3. The customer still
came out to the curb with their pitchers and dipped into the can with a tin
dipper, but now it was provided by the
milkman. In 1878, the glass bottle was
introduced, which was easily covered
with a cardboard cap that carried the
dairy’s logo. This new cap insured the
milk stayed free from dirt, and the milk
could now be brought right to the door
and left in a wire basket, which was replaced with a fresh one the next day4.
Of course even the daily delivery of
milk from the milkman was not without
its trials. Horses had long since been
proven to be very reliable to the milkman on his routes, it was well known
that they even remembered the way
and would pause at each house along
the route without being instructed to do
VR+RZHYHURQHSDSHUWHOOVRIDQ
unfortunate occurrence that was common enough that they could make jest
of it. “Ed Bristol’s team ran away last
Friday morning as he was about, gathering cream. Minneapolis customers
consequently had to drink their coffee
without cream for one day and Ed had a The old Belle Plaine Creamery.
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4-H offers Saturday activities
4-H Valentines Morning (K-5th
graders)

Calling all K-5th graders! Come join
4-H at the Scott County SCALE Facility
just north of Jordan, Minnesota, on Saturday, FebUXDU\  IURP  DP
- noon for a fun morning
RIFUDIWVJDPHV¿WQHVVVRQJVKHDOWK\
'RHVLWPDWWHUWR\RXWKDW\RXFDQGR\RXU&RXQW\EXVLQHVVTXLFNO\DQGHI¿ snack, and “hearts.” The K-2nd graders
FLHQWO\"'RHVLWPDWWHUWKDW\RXFDQEHFRQ¿GHQWWKDW\RXUPRWRUYHKLFOHUHJLVWUD and 3-5th graders will be in age-approtions, titles, driver’s license, and other necessary licenses are processed accurately? priate groups exploring how the heart
Scott County certainly thinks so!
works to keep us moving every day.
In 1989, the Deputy Registrar appointment was granted to the County (previ- Cost is $5 for 4-H members and $10
RXVO\WKLVUROHZDVSULYDWHO\KHOG ZKLFKRSHQHG-DQXDU\$WWKDWWLPH for friends. To sign up or for more in6FRWW&RXQW\KDGVHSDUDWHWUHDVXUHUDXGLWRUDQGOLFHQVHEXUHDX³URZ´RI¿FHVXQWLO formation, contact the Scott County ExWKH³RQHVWRS´&XVWRPHU6HUYLFHDUHDRSHQHGLQ6FRWW&RXQW\ZDV¿UVWRILWV WHQVLRQRI¿FHDW  
kind with the goal to offer services at one location by fully cross-trained staff. The
LVVXDQFHRIEXLOGLQJSHUPLWVZDVPRYHGWR&XVWRPHU6HUYLFHLQDQGWKH(ONR
New Market Service Center was opened (with limited services) in the Elko New
truly did become the model for the Scott
0DUNHW/LEUDU\LQ6HSWHPEHU
Currently, Scott County Customer Service offers motor vehicle, driver’s license, County Association for Leadership and
'15 ERDWVQRZKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJOLFHQVHVEXLOGLQJSHUPLWUHFHLSWLQJDQGLV (I¿FLHQF\´  ,QWHUHVWLQJO\ WKH IRUPD
suance; collection of property tax payments; document receipting for land records; tion of the SJPA occurred with almost
YLWDOUHFRUGVLQFOXGLQJELUWKGHDWKDQGPDUULDJHFHUWL¿FDWHVELUWKYHUL¿FDWLRQVIRU precision timing – that is, just as the
¿QDQFLDODVVLVWDQFH +HDOWKDQG+XPDQ6HUYLFHV PDUULDJHOLFHQVHVQRWDU\FRP criminal justice workloads began to inPLVVLRQ¿OLQJVDQGVHUYLFHRUGLQDWLRQ¿OLQJVKRPHVWHDGDSSOLFDWLRQVOLTXRU crease with the population explosion in
EHHUWREDFFRFKDULWDEOHJDPEOLQJDXFWLRQHHU¿UHZRUNVDQGSUHFLRXVPHWDOGHDOHU Scott County. And since then, the SJPA
licenses; septic pumping permits; water test kits; collection of cash child support ZDVKRQRUHGZLWKDVWDWHZLGH¿UVWSODFH
payments and probation fees; copy and fax services; and Scott County Employees award from the League of Minnesota
Cities, among other recognitions.
Association ticket sales.
Since taking the helm of the County
The vast majority of the department’s operating budget is funded through mortgage registry and deed taxes/license and permit fees (approximately 81 percent), $WWRUQH\¶V2I¿FH&LOLEHUWRVDZDQXP
ber of changes – most notably, unfortuwith the general levy making up the difference.
So, why does this matter? The County’s Customer Service is unique in that for nately, was the almost unprecedented
most types of transactions customers are notUHTXLUHGWRJRWRDFHUWDLQRI¿FHWR epidemic in the manufacture, distribuprocess their paperwork. In fact, they have customers that come from Saint Paul, tion, and use of methamphetamine in the
Eden Prairie, LeCenter … really, all over the metro… to obtain the licenses they community. “Not that we were alone in
need. And more and more customers are using Scott County’s services, not just be- grappling with the problem,” he added.
cause of the population increase within the County, but because Customer Service “Almost every other county was facKDVHDUQHGDUHSXWDWLRQIRULWVIULHQGOLQHVVHI¿FLHQF\DQGSURIHVVLRQDOLVPQRWWR ing the same issues. The way we dealt
with it was to form a Task Force [which
mention those stellar average wait time numbers!
Ciliberto co-chaired with Scott County
Commissioner Barbara Marschall, former Sheriff Dave Menden, and current
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka] and focus a
lot of our efforts on education in our
schools. We partnered with CLIMB
Theater, who developed and performed
a nationally recognized program in our
middle schools, both public and private.” And although the scourge of meth
continues to plague many communities,
Scott County has experienced a drop in
meth-related offenses.
Based on the success of the educational model, the Meth Task Force expanded its umbrella to include gateway
drugs, heroin, underage alcohol abuse,

Mobility matters

4-H Spring Break (K-5th graders)
Spring break is coming fast, and 4-H
will host a tropical, fun event on SaturGD\0DUFKIURPDPQRRQDW
WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQ 2I¿FH LQ
Jordan. We will turn up the heat and
SXOO RXW WKH ÀLS ÀRSV DQG VKRUWV  :H
will pretend we are on a tropical beach
with grass skirts, games, tropical treats,
and sandy crafts. The K-2nd graders
and 3-5thJUDGHUVZLOOEHLQDJHVSHFL¿F
groups traveling to the tropical getaway.
Cost is $5 for 4-H members and $10
for friends. To sign up or for more information, contact the Scott County ExWHQVLRQRI¿FHDW  

Ciliberto retirement

From page 1

and prescription drugs. The “Take It
To The Box” program was a direct result of this expanded focus, in which
participants can drop off old or unused
drugs (including pet medications), street
drugs, and drug paraphernalia anonymously and securely at sites in every
FLW\ DQG WKH 6KHULII¶V 2I¿FH« WR NHHS
them off the street, out of the hands of
kids, and out of the environment. “In
one year alone,” Ciliberto added, “We
FROOHFWHGSRXQGVIURPWKHYDULRXV
GURSER[HV«WKDW¶VSRXQGVZRUWK
of drugs that could have done some sigQL¿FDQWGDPDJHLQRXUFRPPXQLW\´
Ciliberto came to Minnesota by way
of northeast Ohio, where he was born,
raised, and attended law school. “I
like to say that I landed in Minnesota
on my way to Alaska,” said Ciliberto,
who practiced law in International Falls
and Warroad before arriving in Scott
County, “But that’s really not true.” But
Ciliberto still considers Scott County
his home. “While I’m certainly going to spend more time at my place in
Montana, Scott County will still be my
home.”
“It has been an honor and a privilege to have earned the trust of the Scott
County citizens,” he concluded. “And
I’d like to add that the citizens of this
County should be proud of the high
level of service and professionalism
throughout our public safety commuQLWLHV±VXFKDVSROLFH¿UHHPHUJHQF\
management, and sheriff’s services
-- here.”

County Attorney Hocevar
vacated by the retiring Ciliberto. Moreover, according to Hocevar, “The transition has been so smooth, the biggest
challenge I’ve had is simply relocatLQJ P\ RI¿FH PDWHULDOV GRZQ WKH KDOO
The staff here are so professional – I’ve
worked with them, they’ve worked with
me for a very long time – the change
Interested in becoming
in leadership hasn’t been much of an
a beekeeper? Dr. Marla
adjustment.”
Spivak and Gary Reuter
Hocevar’s journey to County Attorfrom the University of
ney seemed almost equally as smooth.
Minnesota Bee Lab will
Growing up on the Iron Range, he mahelp you get started in beejored in Political Science at the Univerkeeping. If you’ve had no
sity of North Dakota, where he went on
prior experience keeping
to attend law school. After receiving his
bees in our cold climate,
JD in 1991, he served three years on ac“Beekeeping in northern
tive duty with the Navy as a Judge Adclimates, Year 1” will teach
vocate General (JAG), splitting his time
you everything you need to
and expertise equally between prosecutNQRZIRUDVXFFHVVIXO¿UVW
ing and defending cases. After returnyear.
ing to Minnesota, Hocevar was hired
in 1995 by then-County Attorney Tom
The course will take
place on Saturday, February 28, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. on the University of Min- Harbinson as a line attorney, who later
promoted him to head up the Criminal
nesota St. Paul campus. Topics include:
Division. Continuing on his career path,
 Purchasing equipment and bees
Hocevar was later tapped by Ciliberto to
 Hiving packages
serve as Chief Deputy.
 Best management practices for keeping bees in urban and rural settings
Over the course of his tenure with
 Honey production
Scott County, Hocevar successfully
 6XFFHVVIXOVWUDWHJLHVIRUWKH¿UVWZLQWHU
 Strategies for keeping your bees healthy using medications only as a last SURVHFXWHG D QXPEHU RI KLJKSUR¿OH
FDVHV ± VXFK DV WKH ¿UVW ³&UDLJ¶V /LVW´
resort
&DOO$EE\1HX([WHQVLRQ(GXFDWRUDW  IRUDGGLWLRQDOLQIRUPDWLRQ murder, for which Michael John Ander-

Beekeeper course
offered through U of M

From Page 1

son is serving a life sentence with no
possibility of parole – but what he’s parWLFXODUO\SURXGRILVWKHRI¿FH¶VZRUNLQ
prosecuting perpetrators of sexual violence and abuse. “While I don’t want
WR SLQSRLQW DQ\ VSHFL¿F UDSH RU DEXVH
cases,” he said, “it’s always been extremely important to me to get justice
for the victims.”
As for now, there’s plenty on his proverbial plate. “We’re currently integrating the former Scott Joint Prosecution
$VVRFLDWLRQ 6-3$ LQWRWKHRI¿FHPDN
ing small adjustments here and there.
Meanwhile, the County’s population is
still growing, so as a consequence we’re
dealing with more crime… and more
serious crimes as well.” Hocevar also
QRWHG WKDW WKH LQFUHDVLQJ GLYHUVL¿FD
tion of the population is somewhat of
D FKDOOHQJH IRU WKH RI¿FHV SDUWLFXODUO\
in securing the resources and personnel
to handle language or cultural barriers
that may exist. “But really, I see far
more opportunities than challenges,”
he said. “Pat was a wonderful mentor
and prepared me well for this job. I
look forward to working with County
Administration in a closer capacity, but
I’m just really dedicated to working for
the people of the County and providing
them the outstanding service they expect and deserve.”

