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The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services to all citizens
in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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The 2004 Scott County Citizen Survey:
Who you are, what you said, and why you’re here
Asked and answered! In March, 500 Scott County
residents were generous enough to spend 20 minutes
speaking with a representative of National Research
Center responding to the 2004 Scott County Citizen
Survey, providing insight and opinions on everything
from our quality of life to quantity of services, from
parks and recreation to programs and policies, from
taxes to traffic. The survey, which measured responses
at a 95 percent confidence level from a stratified random sample of residents, used many of the same or
similar measures employed in the 2001 Citizen Survey for the purposes of additional analysis and trending.

We asked about what you like, and what you don’t.
What you want more of, what you could live without.
So, without further ado, the following are some of the
highlights of the summarized results:
• An amazing 89 percent of respondents believe
that the quality of life in Scott County is “good” or
“excellent.”
• So why do so many people love Scott County?
The responses ranged from the convenient location (26
percent) to the “small town feel” (13 percent), from
the rural flavor of their community (9 percent) to the
availability parks and open space (8 percent).
• Speaking of parks and recreation, Scott

Countyites are pretty outdoorsy folk: 52 percent of
respondents reported having visited Cleary Lake park
over the last 12 months, 33 percent visited MurphyHanrehan, 30 percent enjoyed Murphy’s Landing, and
23 percent visited Spring Lake park.
• But residents have concerns, too: chief among
them were growth and development (45 percent, up
from 25 percent in 2001), taxes (12 percent, down from
16 percent in 2001), and traffic congestion (7 percent,
stable since 2001).
• What kinds of public services do Scott County
residents enjoy? Not surprisingly, the overwhelming
COUNTY SURVEY To Page 13

Caution advised
as warm weather
hatches diseasecarrying insects
A tractor pull for kids features little tractors, while
the tractor pull for adults features much larger
machines.

Fairgoers can check out the goats, horses,
sheep, poultry, rabbits, cows, and pigs.

New features added to County Fair
Summer just wouldn’t be summer without the
Scott County Fair, which promises to be bigger and
better than ever in 2004! New features and family
favorites, tried-and-true crowd pleasers and amazing new events – just check out a few of the things
the 2004 Scott County Fair, scheduled for July 28August 1, has in store for you this summer:
• The 41st Annual Championship Pulling Contest (Grandstand Event) – Friday, July 30 at 7:00
p.m. Out of field tractors, pickups, semi-trucks, Gopher State Garden tractors – enter your own vehicle
or just come out to watch them all!
• Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pull (Entertainment
Square) – Saturday, July 31 [registration at 12:30,
event begins at 1:00] – Calling all kids ages 4 through
11! Become a contestant in this free event, complete
with trophies, ribbons, and a chance to qualify for
the State Pull on September 26! (And kids 3 and

under can “pre-pull” at 12:50 p.m., too!)
• Rodeo Bull Bash (Grandstand Event) —
Sunday, August 1 at 6:00 p.m. Bull riding open to
all adventurous participants! And for kids ages 5 to
12, check out the “Calf Scramble” at intermission!
And as always, don’t miss the 5K Fun Run/
Walk (and the Kids’ Fun Run) on July 31, the Upper Midwest Stock Dog Challenge (July 30), the
Draft Horse Shows (July 20, 31, and August 1),
gorgeous arts and crafts, amazing animals, demo
derbies, fabulous exhibitions, giggle-inducing carnival rides, and all that wonderful summertime Fair
food! And don’t forget – Friday, July 30 is Senior Citizens’ Day with free parking for all seniors,
special entertainment, a Senior Citizens program at
3:30, and convenient shuttle rides to and from the
Fair parking lot.

We wait all winter to spend time outdoors on beautiful summer days, but to ensure that you’re still safe
and happy after your outdoor excursions, some simple
precautions are advised to protect yourself against insects that may carry West Nile Virus or Lyme disease.
Deer ticks carry the bacteria that cause Lyme disease, an illness that can cause debilitating arthritis as
well as serious heart and nervous system problems.
Several breeds of mosquitoes can serve as carriers for
the West Nile Virus, which causes little or no symptoms in many infected individuals, but can develop
into life-threatening encephalitis in others.
Deer ticks are smaller and darker in color than the
common wood ticks that people may encournter this
time of year. They also lack the wood tick’s characteristic white markings, and the back end of the female
deer tick is reddish in appearance.
To keep both ticks and mosquitoes from biting you,
try to avoid their habitat: typically wooded, brushy areas. Otherwise, use a good insect repellent, and wear
long-sleeved shirts and long pants with the pants tucked
into the top of your socks or boots.
If you do develop a tick-related illness, you should
see a physician right away. Early symptoms of Lyme
disease typically include a characteristic “bulls-eye”
rash consists of a reddened area, sometimes with a clear
area in the middle. This rash will often appear at the
original site of the tick bite. The rash may expand in
DISEASE-CARRYING INSECTS to Page 2

Plenty of summer fun

Road construction ahead

Election season

Looking for something to do this
summer? There’s no shortage of
activities in Scott County. See insert.
Pages 7-11

Scott County has a number of
road projects planned. Check
out where and when.
Page 14

Filing for public office opens July 6,
but you can register to vote or sign up
as an election judge now.
Page 16
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Commissioner’s Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Sometimes, you can’t do it over
Summertime. The season of friends, family, and – invariably – nostalgia. (It
gets me every time I hear “Tears of a Clown.”) Even from my office, it’s difficult
for me not to slip into my childhood memories of summer: Days playing baseball,
chewing on Bubs Daddy bubble gum; nights catching fireflies; weekends at the
pool or the golf course; and weekdays that stretched on and on… alive with the
endless possibility of youth. And whether you popped a foul fly over the neighbors rock wall or tossed a bad dice throw, whether you tripped over the doubledutch jump rope or missed a basket during a game of “horse,” you could always
rely on the generosity of your friends to give you a “do-over.”
You know, even then we knew that life just isn’t fair without a “do-over” policy.
Clearly, this sounds pretty elementary (or maybe even fictional), but think
about it for a few moments: If life provided an unlimited number of “do-overs,”
who wouldn’t grab that one real second chance? Who wouldn’t yearn to turn the
clock back and capture that missed “opportunity of a lifetime”? That all too common phrase in our language — “if I’d only known then what I know now” – wouldn’t
be that common today. And even if the supply of do-overs wasn’t unlimited (say,
if we could have the proverbial three wishes), think of how many events, known
and unknown, that would have been changed, avoided, or even re-created. But it’s
a hard and inescapable reality: Life doesn’t often provide us with the luxury of a
pause, a reflection, and a chance to take a different course or action.
In County government, we’re frequently surrounded by examples of these hard
realities of life, in which one single moment, one solitary event, one lone occurrence, one dumb error of judgment, or one emotional outburst resulted in significant consequences – for the intended (or unintended) victim, the person responsible, and society as a whole. In other words, we all bear a heavy price for the
collective accountability of all of these “single” events.
In April, I had the opportunity to bear first-hand witness to this fact to a degree
unmatched in my two decades of local government work. Accepting an invitation
to “shadow” Judge Bill Macklin for an afternoon, I learned how traumatic one
unfortunate and unplanned event can be on loved ones, our community, and our
system.
At a sentencing of a young man who was responsible for an accident that
caused the loss of life of a friend, representatives from both families spoke to the
court about their personal trauma. In emotional testimony, the likes of which I’d
never seen before except through the filter of a television screen, family members
spoke not only to the loss of a young life and the ensuing grieving that continues to
this day, but to the loss of their souls, their hopes, and their dreams. Tears flowed
as family members searched for answers, recounted the horror they endured, and
sought accountability through the system for the wrong committed. The mother of
the young defendant spoke of her loss and mental anguish, all the while acknowledging that hers could not match the loss suffered by the grieving family.
It’s hard, if not impossible, to avoid emotionally personalizing such a situation. As I listened to their heart-wrenching words, I realized that these families –
much like myself – could never have imagined that they would have ever experienced such a dramatic life-changing event so quickly… and permanently. In other
words, there would never – and could never — be another “do-over.”
But in reality, all of us do face this possibility every day. Indeed, and frighteningly, it can happen to us. So what is the lesson here? What are we supposed to
learn? I’m not sure I know, but I haven’t been able to shake this experience from
my mind.
The sentence imposed on this young man was consented to by the family.
Society will now bear the primary responsibility and cost of his actions. As an
outcome of the legal process, justice was served, but the inability to change the
outcome on these two families means that one single moment, that one lapse of
judgment, that one moment of inattentiveness has imposed burdens that will last a
lifetime.
When nostalgia takes over and reflections bring thoughts of what once was, it
seems to me that we should also spend time with ourselves and our loved ones
talking about what might be or what could happen, reminding each other that life
does not often provide for a “do-over” policy. Even if this conversation lasts for
only a few seconds, it could make all the difference in the world.
Have a safe and happy summer.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott county government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.
This newsletter was produced in part with funding from
the Office of Environmental Assistance. It is printed on
recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

Board Meetings Through August
County Board meeting
County Board meeting; Board of Equalization meeting
no meeting – township road tour
no meeting – County Board Workshop

June 8
June 15
June 22
June 29

—
—
—
—

July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting – County Board Workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. Board agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the County’s website at
www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary Tracy Cervenka at (952)
496-8164.
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCIES
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. If you have any questions — or are
interested in serving on one of these committees — contact Recording Secretary
Tracy Cervenka at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
University of Minnesota – Scott County Extension Committee (2 vacancies). This Committee consists of one representative from each of the Commissioner Districts as well as one at-large youth member. There is a vacancy in Commissioner District 5, and another vacancy for the youth member position. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional
staff to improve the quality of life and enhance the economy and the environment
through education, applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. This committee meets five times per year.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are two vacancies in Commissioner District 2, and two vacancies in Commissioner
District 5. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan
for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of
the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the
Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives,
reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input
regarding Human Services plans. The Resource Council meets quarterly on the
third Monday of the first month of each quarter at 7 p.m.
Mental Health Advisory Committee (3 vacancies) The Mental Health Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply. Consumers or family
members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received mental health
services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s minority
population are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). All members of this Committee serve in an at-large capacity. The openings at this time are for parents of
New Options clients. The Committee meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission. There is currently a vacancy for a representative of the Sand Creek
Watershed area. The commission meets at least once per month.

Disease-carrying insects
size to cover a very large area (usually
greater than two inches), or even appear in several places on other parts of
the body. Not everyone develops the
rash, however, so it’s important to be
alert for other symptoms of Lyme disease -- fever, headache, chills, and pain
in the muscles or joints -- if you’ve spent
time in “tick country” during the past
month.
Symptoms of West Nile Virus generally include a fever, headache, backache, fatigue, and nausea. Most people
recover from the infection within two
weeks, but approximately 10 percent of
the clinical cases are fatal. Fatal cases,
as well as symptomatic cases, are more

From Page 1

prevalent in people older than 50 years
of age. While there is no cure for the
virus, symptoms can be treated. Medical care should be sought as soon as possible for persons who have symptoms
suggesting severe illness.
More information about Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases is
available on the MDH website at
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/lyme/ or by calling MDH at 612676-5414.
For more information about West
Nile Virus, visit the following web site:
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/westnile/index.html or call MDH
at 612-676-5414.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Kemme hired as new Employee Relations Director
Jack Kemme has 25 years of human
resource experience; a baritone voice he
exercises regularly in the Edina Chorale;
a wife, Marilyn, and daughters Alison
and Andrea whom he adores; and a 26
ft. sailboat named “UmYahYah.” (“It’s
like ‘Ski-U-Mah,’” he explained with a
grin. “It’s part of the St. Olaf College
fight song.”).
And since April 26th, he is the new
Scott County Employee Relations Director, filling a vacancy left when his
predecessor, David Kigin, resigned to
pursue an opportunity in the business
sector last year.
For over two decades, Kemme has
been putting his BA in Psychology and
MBA to good use within the area of human resources, most recently in the
health care and human service non-profit
sector. Now, Scott County is the beneficiary of his broad range of skills, experience, and talent. “It may seem like
something of a leap, but I’ve already
seen a number of similarities between
my history in the not-for-profit area and
the public sector, such as working with
a Board, a ‘24/7/365’ service schedule,

and multiple unions,” Kemme said.
“The only difference is the level of transparency here – the operations are much
more open and visible. I’m not used to
seeing an employer’s compensation
plans on the website. In government
there are so many more external audiences that are involved and must be informed.”
The challenges of working in a “high
visibility” sector – not to mention a rigorous, three-month interview process –
didn’t deter Kemme, who will be leading the County’s efforts in some significant employment matters. “We have a
rapidly changing workforce,” he stated.
“Like many employers, we will experience a ‘bubble’ of retirements within the
next five years and lose a number of
experienced supervisors and employees.
Our focus is on succession planning,
leadership development, and employee
engagement and development all while
working in an environment of rapid
growth and constant change.”
“It is not just the impending ‘baby
boomer’ retirement bulge that is driving
changes in the labor market,” Kemme

Free water testing
available August 14
Nitrates are the most commonly
occurring contaminant in Minnesota’s
groundwater, and a significant number
of our private wells have high nitrate
levels. Nitrates can be a major problem
when they are consumed by infants because they can cause methemoglobinemia, a condition otherwise known as
“blue baby syndrome.” Methemoglobinemia is characterized by a reduced
ability of the blood to carry oxygen.
Health professionals often recommend
that infants, pregnant women, nursing
mothers, and elderly individuals be careful to not drink or consume water that
contains high levels of nitrates. Because
of that, Scott County Environmental
Health is pleased to announce a onetime-only opportunity to have your
drinking water tested for nitrates at
no charge.
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture, in conjunction with Scott
County, will provide free water testing
for Scott County residents on Saturday,
August 14th at the Scott County Public Works Garage. The Highway Department (Public Works) Garage is located on Highway 282, just ½ mile west
of the intersection of Highway 13/Highway 282/County Road 17. Enter the
building through the center door on the
south (highway) side of the building.
This testing opportunity will be available from 8:00 a.m. through 11:30
a.m., only on August 14th.
In order to participate in this testing
clinic, homeowners must bring at least
one-half cup of water in a clean glass
container. In order to get a representative sample, allow the water to run for
five to ten minutes before filling the container. Homeowners with water treatment equipment (such as a reverse osmosis system) should take two samples
— one before and one after the treat-

ment process. Homeowners with water
softeners need only take one sample,
either before or after the softener.
Samples should be taken no more than
24 hours before the testing, and they
must be refrigerated. Samples should be
cool when arriving at the clinic.
To ensure accuracy, homeowners
should mark the container with their
name, phone number, and a well identification number (if more than one well
is sampled). Homeowners may remain
anonymous. In that case, they should
choose another easily recognized number to put on the well samples. It is not
necessary to provide information about
the well from which the water is taken.
Water samples will be analyzed
while you wait — the process usually
takes less than five minutes — and the
results will be given directly to the
homeowners. If the nitrate level in a
sample is elevated, the testing staff can
refer the homeowner to certified labs that
will retest the water. We recommend that
people take advantage of this free service, because studies indicate that somewhere between five and 25 percent of
the private wells in greater Minnesota
have nitrate levels above the federal
drinking water standard. Attendance and
interest has been strong at these clinics
in the past, and that is good news – as
it’s important that people feel confident
about the safety of their drinking water.
For more information on the water
testing clinics, contact MDA Nitrate
Water Testing Coordinator Stan
Kaminski at (651) 297-1062 or the Scott
County Environmental Health Dept at
(952) 496-8652. Please note: this onetime-only clinic will only test for nitrates
in your water supply. You should contact a private testing lab or Scott County
Environmental Health if you wish to
purchase a more-detailed water test.

Phosphorus lawn fertilizer ban in effect
Unless you are establishing a new lawn, or you have had your
soil tested and found deficient of phosphorus, it is now illegal in
the metropolitan area to use lawn fertilizers that contain phosphorus. This same ban will become effective statewide on January 1,
2005. Help protect our lakes and streams by obeying the law!

Jack Kemme

stated. “People who are identified as
‘Generation X’ or ‘Generation Y’ now
make up 45 percent of the workforce,
and they look at life – and work – very
differently than the boomers and the
WWII-era populations. What I find most
interesting in Scott County are the dynamic and thriving ethnic communities.
Clearly, people of Latino, Asian, Somali,
and Russian descent are rapidly discovering Scott County. Our organization
will have to change the way we serve
these diverse populations.”

“We,” “us,” “our” – these words
punctuate Kemme’s conversation when
discussing his vision for the County’s
Employee Relations area. “Frankly, I
work for the Employee Relations team
here. I need them a lot more than they
need me. There’s over 100 years of Scott
County experience among them, and
they’re just a solid group of players. The
last thing I would want to do is reformulate something that is already working so well.”
Working so well, in fact, that – on
his first day on the job — Kemme received a telling e-mail from the president of AFSCME, the largest of the
County’s seven unions. Kemme said that
the union representative actually used the
word “awesome” when describing Scott
County’s ER staff. “In all my years in
the industry, I’ve never heard a union
official speak in such glowing terms…
and that speaks volumes about the incredibly professional staff throughout
the organization,” Kemme smiled.
Over the next several months,
Kemme will be concentrating his energies in “sponging” up the vast reserves
of information, institutional knowledge,
and culture of Scott County. “So far,
I’ve been amazed and thrilled by how
welcoming and progressive this place
is,” he said. “We’re going to do a lot of
good work together.”

Support the Scott County Fair…
Become a member today!
$20 Individual (Annually)
$30 Business and Professional (Annually)
The Scott County Agricultural Society strives to:
Involve youth, adults, and communities by fostering an atmosphere that will link rural and urban citizens through competitive
exhibits, educational programs, and socializing activities.
Benefits of an Annual Membership Include:
• A show of support for a 90 year old Scott County tradition!
• Voting privileges
• Board of Directors election eligibility
• Newsletters
• Free Season Parking Pass (valued at $15) with annual
membership renewal
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Yes, I would like to support the SCOTT COUNTY FAIR by
becoming a member of the Scott County Agricultural Society! My
dues for the year are included.
Date: _________
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
City: ______________________ Zip: ________________
Phone: (H)____________________ (W)_______________
Would you consider volunteering during the Fair? Yes No
Area of Interest:
_______________________________________
Mail to: Scott County Agricultural Society
7151 190th Street West, Suite 145
Jordan, MN 55352
952-492-2436
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Master Gardeners
offer free Yard &
Garden Help Desks
Scott County gardeners can get answers to their plant questions at no cost
from experts during the 2004 growing
season. This service is provided at Yard
& Garden Help Desks sponsored by
Carver/Scott Master Gardeners.
The Help Desks are held on
Tuesday evenings from 6-8 p.m. The
Savage Public Library will host Help
Desks every Tuesday from June 1
through August 31. The Extension office in Jordan is offering this service the
first Tuesday of each month from June
1 to September 7. County residents are
welcome to also attend the help desks
in Carver County which are offered every other Wednesday between June 2 and
August 25 from 6-8 p.m., at the Carver
County Extension office in Waconia.
The Master Gardener Help Desks
have been in existence since 2000 and
are a wonderful service to county residents, according to Jackie Smith, Carver/
Scott Master Gardener program specialist. “The help desks enable anyone to
bring in plant samples, insects, or plant
disease questions which are then evaluated by trained Master Gardeners at no

cost,” she said.
“Master Gardeners are also
available to discuss plant selection and garden
design with individuals, time
permitting.”
The Scott County Extension office
is located on the Scott County Fairgrounds, 7151 - 190th St. West, in Jordan, and the Savage Public Library at
13090 Alabama Avenue South, Savage.
The Carver County Extension office is
located at 609 West First Street,
Waconia.
The Master Gardener program in
Minnesota is an outreach of the University of Minnesota Extension Service.
There are 100 active Master Gardeners
in Scott and Carver counties.
For more details or a complete
schedule for the Carver/Scott Master
Gardener Help Desks, contact the Scott
County Extension office at 952-4925410., or the Carver County Extension
office at 952-442-4496.

2004 Minnesota Grown
directories available
The new 2004 “Minnesota Grown”
directories are available from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and
the Scott County University of Minnesota Extension Service.
These publications are available free
of charge, and list over 550 homegrown
agri-businesses, farmer’s markets, and
products available in every county of the
state. This includes at least two dozen
Scott County agri-businesses. The products and services index includes a large
variety of items ranging from alpacas to
organic products and petting zoos.
There are many reasons to look for
Minnesota Grown agricultural products.
Community support, environmental protection, and healthy eating are just a few
that we hear. We also often find a much
simpler motivation at work. Quite
plainly, Minnesota Grown means fresh,
quality, fun.
FRESH! First and foremost, Minnesota Grown means fresh from the
farm. The fresher taste of local products
such as vine-ripened tomatoes and melons provide and obvious example. But
have you considered that ornamental and
nursery products like cut flowers, bedding plants and Christmas tress also provide a fresh alternative to shipped-in
products?
QUALITY! Growers who use the

Minnesota Grown logo take great pride
in the quality of their products -- you’ll
taste and see the difference. The Minnesota Grown Program is a reflection of
the inherent quality and freshness of
products grown and sold by Minnesota
farmers.
FUN! A family outing to a farm can
be fun, educational, and rewarding.
Many farms host educational tours and
school visits. The local apple orchard,
berry patch, or Christmas tree farm can
offer family fun and great adventure.
For more information on University
of Minnesota Extension programs, or to
obtain a 2004 “Minnesota Grown” directory, please contact the Scott County
Extension office at 952-492-5410. Agriculture Educator Laura Torbert can also
be contacted by e-mail at:
torb0022@umn.edu.

June Dairy Month -- Reality Check!
Over the past 50 year, we know that
the cost of living has increased. We pay
more now for the same things that were
pruchased then. Did you ever wonder
how much the price of bread or a gallon
of milk has changed over 50 years?
In a recent article in Hoard’s Dairyman, the rising cost of living is addressed. For instance, a postage stamp
has increased over 1,000 percent of the
price price it was in 1952! Although we
all complain about the rising prices of
the items that we purchase, there is one

commodity that we have no room to
complain about. The retail price for a
gallon of milk has increased from 96
cents to $2.89 from 1952 to 2002. Although this is a 200 percent increase, it
is a much lower increase compared to
any other commodity listed. The only
items listed with a lower percent change
are the U.S. and world population. The
average increase of all items listed is 670
percent. If the price of milk had gone up
that much, it would be selling for $7.40
per gallon.

Susan Hooper

Laura Torbert

Two new educators join
Extension Service staff
As part of University of Minnesota
Extension Service, Scott County’s commitment to “...connecting community
needs and University resources,” two
Extension Educators have been recently
hired to work in shared positions with
Carver County Extension.
Susan Hooper, working in the area
of family resource management, and
Laura Torbert, focusing her work on
general and alternative agriculture and
dairy production, have just joined the
Scott County Extension staff in Jordan.
Susan is a native Minnesotan who
has worked for Iowa State University
Extension for the past 21 years. She
worked in southern Iowa with families
facing economic stress because of credit
difficulties, business changes, and farming economics. She also facilitated
workshops on caregiving for elderly and
disable loved ones. Susan’s work in Scott
County will focus on work with youth,
families, and senior citizens. She will
teach the importance of planning for the
future, credit safety and renting/
homeownership issues. She will teach
basic budgeting in both formal and informal community and work site settings. She will also work with issues concerning the division of non-titled property with relatives, without breaking up

family relationships. Susan’s experience
will help her create active learning environments for Scott County residents
as they learn how to make sound financial decisions.
Laura is a graduate of Cornell University and the University of Minnesota
and formerly worked with the University of Wisconsin Extension as a dairy
and livestock Extension agent. Laura
grew up on a dairy farm in upstate New
York and was involved in every aspect
of the family operation, including making animal care and financial decisionmaking. Laura’s Extension work in Wisconsin included dairy, livestock and farm
business education. She worked closely
with other Extension Educators to bring
the latest research to crop and livestock
producers. Her work also included youth
audiences, an asset in a growing area like
Scott County. Laura will work with both
agriculture audiences and those who live
on hobby farms or in suburban areas to
bridge rural/urban understanding about
food production.
Both new Extension Educators will
divide their time between Scott and
Carver counties and are available to
schedule educational venues by calling
the Scott County Extension office at
952-492-5410.

4-H families to serve up new
menu at Scott County Fair
The temperature is rising, the birds
are singing, the flowers are blooming,
and the 4-H Food Stand is getting a fresh
new look along with new menu items.
With the Scott County Fair just around
the corner, youth and adult leaders in the
Scott County 4-H Program have been
working hard
at creating
new menu
items and a
new look for
the former 4H
Food
Stand. Along
with continuing to serve it’s popular
county fair hamburger and chicken strips
basket, the newly named “4-H Family
Diner” will be introducing a new mouth
watering breakfast pork sandwich during the morning hours. If you find yourself in between meals and are looking
for something to nibble on, stop by the
4-H Family Diner and choose from a
variety of cheese sticks. Looking for
more? You might want to sink your teeth
into a warm, fresh, soft, buttery pretzel.

The 4-H Food Stand is getting a new
look and a new name, “The 4-H
Family Diner.”

If a pretzel isn’t the answer, then you
might want to consider a basket of
nachos with hot cheese sauce. Need a
little more kick? Not a problem, the 4H Family Diner will gladly add some
south of the border jalepenos to your
order. There are many reasons to come
out to the Scott County Fair this year,
make visiting the 4-H Family Diner one
of them. Proceeds from the 4-H Family
Diner go towards building and maintaining 4-H youth programming efforts in
Scott County.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Big Brothers Big Sisters faces volunteer crisis
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Greater Twin Cities (BBBS) has experienced a 24 percent decrease in the number of inquiry calls by potential volunteers between March 2003 and March
2004. Currently, 500 to 600 young
people are waiting for a Big Brother or
Big Sister in the Twin Cities area.
BBBS attributes the decline in the
number of potential volunteers to the rise
in short-term volunteer options and increased schedule constraints potential
volunteers face. According to a 2003
survey conducted by Minnesota’s Volunteer Resource Center, non-profit program managers reported the following
recruitment hurdles:
• Difficulty reaching volunteers
who can commit to an on-going, longterm program.
• Problems recruiting volunteers
of color.
• Challenges recruiting volunteers

with day-time availability.
“The decline in the number of community members reaching out to serve
our children is a serious problem,” according to senior vice president Gayle
Gilreath. “The number of children waiting for a friend continues to grow; we
need everyone to consider how they can
help us create a better future for these
children. You don’t have to be a hero or
have a lot of time to be a Big Brother or
Big Sister; it is easy to be a friend to a
child.” In order get involved, potential volunteers can call 651.789.BIGS
or visit www.bigstwincities.org to apply online. BBBS needs to increase the
number of volunteers in all of its programs, including:
• Community-based volunteering — Big Brothers and Big Sisters to
form one-to-one flexible friendships and
meet with their Littles two to four times
per month. Some community-based

Foster homes needed
for sibling care, teens
Have you ever considered becoming a licensed foster care provider? Take
a moment and think about it… think
about joining some of your neighbors
such as Lorraine and Jeff Peer, Sue and
Dick Tronstad, and Beth and Jay
Craswell of Prior Lake; Connie and
Steve Schoenbauer, John and Renae
Hodges, Tammy and Jim Dodge of New
Prague; Heather and Jeff Leonard,
Caroline and Greg Timmerman, Pat and
Tom Turgeon of Savage; Jill and Dave
Barilla, Deb Jabs, and Karen and Tom
Francis from Jordan; Kathy and Jim
Sullivan, Lynda and Bill Gibbs, Nancy
and Loren Berndt from Shakopee; or
Marlene and Paul Turmes, Dawn and
Bill Halverson, Doreen and Derek
Johnson from Belle Plaine… plus many,
many more foster families throughout
Scott County.
Scott County Human Services needs
more foster families in the County to
provide loving, stable, and supporting
homes for children in our communities.
Homes are especially needed to care for
sibling groups of young children. Some
of these sibling groups become available
for adoption if efforts to reunite the family fail and no relatives are available.
Homes are always in demand to accept
placement of teenagers to keep them in
their community and school district.
Many of the children have special needs,
which may require the foster parents to

attend medical appointments, school
meetings, or therapy appointments for
the children, as well as provide transportation to visits with parents.
Family Foster Care provides a network of caring, stable people who are
not only willing to help a child, but also
the child’s family, so parents and children can be reunited. Children from infancy through age 17 are placed in foster care, with the average length of placement being less than one year. Most children needing placement have been
abused, neglected, or abandoned, or the
efforts to reunify parents and children
have been futile.
The responsibility of the foster
home is to provide a safe, positive family atmosphere with the love and support needed to help the child and his/her
family. Foster parents are also responsible to attend 12 hours of training annually. Professional support is provided
and encouraged for all foster care placements.
The children placed in foster homes
all need a supportive environment and a
commitment from the foster family to
help them through the tough times. If you
can help the children in need of out-of –
home placement, or would like more
information about foster care licensing,
please call Joan Becker, Scott County
Human Services, at (952) 496-8505.

Routes change for Scott
County Transit riders
Following a survey of current riders and an analysis of unmet service
needs, Scott County Transit made some
pretty significant changes that took effect on June 7. First, the route that used
to go to the South West Metro station
in Eden Prairie is now going to the
Burnsville Minnesota Valley Transit
Station (the purpose of this change was
to meet the increasing demand for access to destinations such as the Mall
of America, St. Paul, Minneapolis, the
University of Minnesota, Apple Valley, and Bloomington). In addition,
Transit has increased the number of
trips to five in the morning, four in the
afternoon, and two in the evening.

Secondly, due to minimal ridership, the routes from Belle Plaine and
Jordan have been discontinued. “It is
our hope to offer these routes again in
the future,” said Transit Manager Troy
Beam, “and with the increasing population in Scott County, we’re confident that some sort of express service
will be warranted in the future.” However, Beam encourages Belle Plaine
and Jordan riders to drive to a parkand-ride lot in Shakopee for transit
needs. Please check the Scott County
website (www.co.scott.mn.us) for
more detailed information on the route
and trip changes in your area, or call
Scott County Transit at 952-496-8341.

volunteers partner with a spouse, friend
or co-worker to be a Big Couple to their
Little.
• School-based volunteering —
Big Brothers and Big Sisters meet with
children at one of our school locations
throughout the metro area for an hour
once a week during the school year.
Volunteers serve as friends to kids by
playing board games, working on computers and much more.
• Club Connect volunteering —
Participants provide transportation to a

fun activity and serve as a buddy for a
day to a child waiting to be matched with
a Big. Club Connect is a great program
for volunteers who are busy or are not
sure they want to make a long-term commitment to a child. Club Connect volunteers can attend as few as four outings per year.
All BBBS volunteers complete a
thorough application and enrollment
process. Volunteers form lasting memories and rediscover their inner-child by
being a Big Brother or Big Sister.

Public Health News and Updates

Back to School Shots
New immunization requirements
go into effect in September
Beginning September 2004, several new immunization requirements will
go into effect for children in both school and child care. To avoid the “preschool” rush, take a moment to review the new requirements below and plan
to get your child immunized this summer:
School Age Children:
• Varicella (Chickenpox)
vaccine is required for children
who have not had the disease and
are entering kindergarten or 7th
grade. A child older than 13 needs
two doses given at least four
weeks apart. If your child has already had the disease, the school will need to know the month and year of the
illness.
• MMR (Measles, Mumps, and Rubella). Children entering kindergarten must have a second dose of MMR. Minnesota law will continue to
require the second dose for children in the 7th through 12th grade until spring
of 2012. If your child needs both MMR and Varicella, these two shots need to
be given at the same time or at least four weeks apart.
• Td (Tetanus, diphtheria). Students in 7th through 12th grade will be
required to have a Td booster.
Children in Child Care:
• Varicella (Chickenpox) is required for children ages 18 months to 5
years who are enrolled in day care. Only one dose is needed for children at
this age. If the child has already had the disease, the day care provider will
need to know the month and year the child had the disease.
• Prevnar (Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine). This new immunization law requirement has recently been suspended due to a nationwide
shortage of the vaccine. However, a child between the ages of two months
and 23 months may still receive two doses of Prevnar. The third and fourth
doses have been suspended. Contact your health care provider if you have
questions about child’s immunization series.
In order to assist parents in getting their children immunized, the following clinic schedule has been established:
Date
Thursday, June 3rd
Monday, June 10
Thursday, June 14
Thursday, June 17
Thursday, July 1
Thursday, July 8
Monday, July 12
Thursday, July 15
Thursday, August 5
Mon.day, August 9
Thursday, August 12
Thursday, August 19
Tuesday, August 24

Time
3:00 – 5:00 pm
3:00 – 5:00 pm
3:30 – 5:30 pm
3:00 – 5:00 pm
3:00 – 5:00pm
3:00 – 5:00pm
3:30 – 5:30pm
3:00 – 5:00 pm
3:00 – 5:00pm
3:30 – 5:30pm
3:00 – 5:00pm
3:00 – 5:00pm
3:30 – 5:30pm

Location
Savage Library
Prior Lake Library
Workforce Center
Hope Lutheran Church
Savage Library
Prior Lake Library
Workforce Center
Hope Lutheran Church
Savage Library
Workforce Center
Prior Lake Library
Hope Lutheran Church
Workforce Center

City
Savage
Prior Lake
Shakopee
Jordan
Savage
Prior Lake
Shakopee
Jordan
Savage
Shakopee
Prior Lake
Jordan
Shakopee

Children qualify for the Minnesota Vaccine For Children Program vaccine if they:
• Are enrolled on a Minnesota health care program.
• Do not have health insurance coverage,
• Are American Indian or Alaskan Native, a refugee,
or an immigrant, or
• Have health insurance with out-of-pocket costs for vaccines (including a co-pay) or an unmet deductible.
Please bring your child’s immunization record and insurance card to the
clinic. A $10 donation per immunization is appreciated, but no one will be
refused the vaccine. A parent or guardian must sign consent forms for children under the age of 18. Call (952) 496-8555 if you have questions.
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County has specialists to help with County monitors
septic, building, remodeling projects for code violations
It’s that time again for the residents, landowners, Barb Lund, Barb Schwarze, Patti McColl, and Andrea
and builders within the eleven townships of Scott Bortness, will collectively combine their talents, skills,
County. The “itch” is back – and that long list of im- expertise, and years of customer service to provide the in townships
provements or building projects that you’ve been anx- best possible service experience for you when you visit
ious to get started on since last fall (or maybe even
longer) is calling your name. Never fear — the Scott
Community Development Division is ready to help
you gather all of the necessary information and permits so you can begin your projects!
In March of 2004, Robin Pollard joined Community Development as a Customer Service Supervisor
at the counter area. She brings with her over 16 years
of experience in customer service. She, along with

the Community Development Customer Service
Counter. Please feel free to stop by and introduce
yourself, or contact Robin with your suggestions, comments, and feedback regarding your visit to the department. She can be reached on 952-496-8786.
Permit and Inspections Requirements
Here’s a quick reference checklist to aid you in
getting your building permit application completed:

Scott County Townships
(Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Cedar Lake, Credit River, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, New Market,
Sand Creek, St. Lawrence, and Spring Lake and the CITY OF ELKO only.)
Residential
Project

Building
Permit
(Signed By)

Septic System
Permit
(Signed By)

TWP SC/EH TWP
Remodel
Remodel
w/ bedroom
New Home
Basement
Deck
Reroofing*

Building
Plans
(# of sets)

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

2

N/A

2
2
2
2
0

N/A
3
N/A
2
N/A

Driveway
Permit
(If required)

Energy Code
Compliance
Form/Inspection

SC/EH

Yes

Yes

Current Plot
Plan/Survey
(# of sets)

No signature
required;
return the completed
form to the Scott
County Community
Development
customer service
counter

TWP

SC/EH

Yes

Yes

TWP = Township Clerk signature required; SC/EH = Scott County Environmental Health signature required.
Permit applications are available at your local Township or at Scott County Community Development.
*Permits need to be applied for by the contractor performing the work; signature of Scott County Building
Inspections also is required.
*Permit required by Public Works. Available at both Building Inspections or at the Highway Garage.

• Building and septic system permit applications must be completed and signed by your Township Clerk;
• Building and sewer permits will not be issued (and work cannot begin) until the permit has been approved
by the Planning, Inspections, and the Environmental Health departments.

• The permit application process will take from 7-10 business days to process.

When it has been approved,

you will be contacted by Andrea Bortness so you can pick up your permit.

Scott County Cities
If you reside in the cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan, New Market, New Prague, Prior Lake, Savage, or
Shakopee – your City Hall will handle all building permit applications, scheduling, and inspections.
Contact Scott County for septic applications and inspections.
If you need additional assistance, Andrea Bortness can be reached at 952-496-8334.
Residential Consumer Assistance
in Hiring a Contractor
The State of Minnesota has an on-line consumer
guide for residents to better understand the “ins and
outs” of hiring a contractor to perform your building
needs. This brochure is also available at the customer
service counter. It addresses some important key areas that people should know:

•
•
•
•
•
•

How to choose the right contractor
What to look out for
What needs to be included in the contract
Consumer protection against faulty work
Understanding mechanic’s liens
How to file a complaint

http://www.state.mn.us/mn/externalDocs/
Hiring_a_Residential_Building_Contractor_
111202032810_bldgcont.pdf

Building Inspection Scheduling/952-496-8475
Building inspections are scheduled Monday
through Friday between the hours of 10:30 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. If you need to schedule an inspection, please
call at least 24 hours in advance of your desired time
preference and have the following information ready:
• Name of township
• Permit number
• Street address of inspection site
• Desired date and time of inspection
• Type of inspection that you are requesting
• Contact name and telephone number
Remember – all pets need to be leashed or secured during the inspection.
Environmental Health
Barb Schwarze is the specialist that can answer
your questions about environmental health, water, and
Radon test kits. Her number is 952-496-8177.

Septic Inspection Scheduling
Please contact Barb Lund to schedule septic inspections. She can be reached at 952-496-8475.
Still Need Help?
If you need additional information regarding building or remodeling permits and property zoning, please
visit our Scott County website at: www.co.scott.mn.us
You can also contact one of our customer service specialists:
Building Inspection & Septic Scheduling/General Information
Building Permits
Development Review Team (DRT) Meeting Information
Environmental Health
Have a great (and safe) summer!

952-496-8475
952-496-8334
952-496-8350
952-496-8177

Barb Lund
Andrea Bortness
Patti McColl
Barb Schwarze

This is the second in a series of articles that will
spotlight issues of code enforcement topics within Scott
County. Our goal is to educate the public about the
variety of violations that exist within Scott County.
Over the next few months, selected violations will be
discussed.
Scott County has many ordinances that regulate
environmental hazards that could be dangerous to the
residents of Scott County. The following is a summary of the violations that are most frequently reported
to this office.
Solid Waste
Scott County prohibits solid waste from being
burned or buried. In addition, properties also may not
be used for intermediate or final disposal of solid waste.
Typical items that are considered solid waste include
household garbage and demolition/construction debris.
Residents and businesses should contract with a licensed solid waste collector to pick up your solid waste,
or you may haul the waste to a licensed solid waste
facility for proper disposal. Your waste should be
stored in approved containers.
If solid waste is burned or buried it could release
pollution into the atmosphere or allow contaminates
into the soil. The outside accumulation of waste or
garbage may also lead to problems with odors or with
rodent infestations. In addition to those concerns, the
accumulation of debris creates an unsightly appearance in a neighborhood.
Tires
Minnesota prohibits tires from being disposed of
in or on the land. Tires pose a nuisance and health
threat since mosquito species that carry mosquito-borne
illnesses will breed in locations that hold stagnant water, such as tires without rims.
Appliances
Appliances are prohibited from being kept or
stored outside without approval from your city or
county.
If a property has violations such as these, the only
remedies to correct the violations are to dispose of the
items at appropriately licensed waste or recycling centers. Violations of Scott County Ordinances are considered misdemeanor violations, and owners of properties with violations can expect to receive a citation if
they fail to correct a request to abate the violations.
If you have questions regarding code enforcement
topics or wish to report a violation, please call Scott
County Code Compliance at (952) 496-8876 or your
local city government.

Clean up after
your pet
Dog waste:
• smells terrible
• looks unsightly
• wears unpleasantly on shoes
• carries harmful bacteria
• causes water pollution
Take along a paper bag, a
pooper-scooper, or an old
plastic shopping bag to pick
up waste from your pet.
Then either flush it down
the toilet or throw it in your
Let’s keep
our environment
garbage
can.
beautiful and clean for everyone!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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SCOTT COUNTY RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
— SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE —
Scott County is home to several major regional
parks and family entertainment attractions which provide area residents with many opportunities to explore
nature and enjoy outdoor recreational opportunities.
In this special pull-out section of The Scott County
SCENE, these parks, programs, and attractions are
featured in order to provide you with information so
you can explore and enjoy Scott County this summer!

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
(952) 447-6913

Cleary Lake Golf Course
The Cleary Lake Golf Course is a par 3, 9-hole
course that offers lessons, equipment rental, a driving
range, merchandise, food, and discounts for juniors
and seniors. Call (952) 447-2171 for summer hours
and tee times.

Green fees:

• Regular 9 holes: Patron rate/$11.00; Regular
rate/$13.00
• Junior/senior rates (before 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday): Patron rate/$7.00, Regular rate/$9.00

Fathers’ Day Special!

The glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northwest
Scott County make Murphy-Hanrehan one of the most
picturesque areas found in the Twin Cities. The terrain is also popular with horseback riders, mountain
bikers, and hikers. With the exception of the trails,
this 2,786-acre park remains undeveloped. The park
also features 200 acres of restored prairie within a 450acre prairie management area. The best way to view
the prairie is to park at the horse trailer parking lot and
walk in. (Volunteers are needed in the fall to collect
prairie seeds at Murphy-Hanrehan as well as other
parks. To volunteer, call 763-694-7840.)

On Sunday, June 20, from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.,
treat dad to a fun afternoon or bluegrass and jazz music, golf, food, and more! Call (763) 694-7777 for
package prices, sign up, and more information.

Facility highlights include:
• 14 miles of turf hiking trails
• 13 miles of summer horseback riding trails
with trailer parking
• 6 miles of mountain bike trails (open August
1 through October 31)
• Boat launch (gas motors not permitted)
• 200 acres of restored prairie

Discover what life was like for Minnesota’s early
European settlers along the Minnesota River — visit
Historic Murphy’s Landing in Shakopee! At Historic
Murphy’s Landing, costumed characters reenact the
day-to-day life of Minnesota’s European settlers, from
early fur traders to sod busters to busy townsfolk. Historic Murphy’s Landing is open to the public on weekends and for scheduled weekday programs. Special
evening programs are offered on the second Saturday
of each month during the summer. On weekends in
late November through December, Historic Murphy’s
Landing reenacts the holiday traditions of Minnesota’s
European settlers during “Folkways of the Holidays.”
For program details and admission rates, visit
www.murphyslanding.com or call (952) 445-6900.

Golf Leagues
Cleary Lake Golf Course offers leagues for families, adults, seniors, and women. For more information,
call
(763)
694-7777
or
visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf.

Murphy’s Landing
(952) 445-6900

•
l

•
•
Picnics can be held indoors or outdoors at Cleary
Lake Park. The pavilion is available by reservation.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
(763) 694-7777
The 1,186 acre Cleary Lake Regional Park is one
of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the
southern metro area. Park guests enjoy swimming,
boating, and fishing in the summer. Golfers find challenge in the par 3, 9-hole course and driving range.
Large groups gather at the three-season pavilion, group
picnic areas, and group camp sites. Group facilities
are available on a reservation basis by calling (763)
559-6700 on weekdays.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleary Lake was drained just last year in an effort
to improve the lake’s water quality. The lake draw
down is now complete, and fish stocking is planned or
this year. Park visitors should call the park visitor center or visit www.threeriversparkdistrict.org to inquire
as to whether the water levels are high enough for
swimming or boating.

•

Facility highlights include:
• Visitor Center/Clubhouse with concessions
• Par 3, 9-hole golf course
• Public and group picnic areas
• Three-season picnic pavilion
• Group and family camp sites
• Sandy swimming beach
• Boat launch and fishing pier
• 3.5 miles of paved bike and hike trails
• Boat andbike rentals
• 1.3 miles of pet trails
• 35-acres pet exercise areas

•

l

•

•
•
•
•

1870s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, June 5, and noon-7
p.m. Sunday, June 6.
Minnesota Statehood Celebration
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, June 12.
Hog Roast and Barn Dance
7 -10 p.m., Saturday, June 12.
Minnesota Statehood Celebration
Noon-7 p.m., Sunday, June 13.
1870s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, June 19 and noon-7
p.m., Saturday, June 20.
Minnesota Frontier Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, June 26, and noon7 p.m. Sunday, June 27.
Glorious Fourth Celebration
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, July 3.
Glorious Fourth Celebration
Noon-7 p.m., Sunday, July 4
Glorious Fourth Barn Dance
6-9 p.m., Sunday, July 4 — $5
Glorious Fourth Celebration
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Monday, July 5.
1880s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, July 10; noon- 7
p.m., Sunday, July 11
Old-time Barn Dance
8-10 p.m., Saturday, July 10.
Minnesota Frontier Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, July 17 and noon-7
p.m. Sunday, July 18
1880s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, July 24 and noon-7
p.m. Sunday, July 25
Death on the Frontier
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, July 31
Death on the Frontier: The Wake
8 -10 p.m., Saturday, July 31. $5
Death on the Frontier: The Funeral
Noon-7 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 1.
1890s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 7 and noon-7
p.m., Sunday, Aug. 8.
Woodworking Weekend
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 14 and noon7 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 15.

•

Hog Roast and Barn Dance
8-10 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 14.
• 1890s Village Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 21 and noon7 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 22.
• Minnesota Frontier Life
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 28 and noon-7
p.m., Sunday, Aug. 29.
• Folkways of the Holidays
Friday, Nov. 26 and weekends Nov. 27 through
Jan 2. Hours: 10-5 p.m., Saturdays (except
Christmas); noon-5 p.m. Sundays. 10-7 p.m.,
Saturdays, Dec. 4 and 18
• New Year’s Celebration
6-10 p.m., Friday, Dec. 31
For more information about Three Rivers Park
District facilities or summer activities, please call
(763) 559-9000 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.

Spring Lake Regional Park
(undeveloped)
Located on the northern edge of Spring Lake, this
undeveloped 345 acre park features moderately rolling terrain with woodlands, marshes, and lakeshore.
Proposed future developments include a boat launch,
public and group picnic areas, cross-country ski trails,
and paved bike/hike trails.

Scott County Regional Trail
(partially developed)
When completed, this 8.5 mile paved trail will
connect the Minnesota Valley Trail in Shakopee to
Spring Lake Regional Park, the City of Prior Lake,
Cleary Lake Regional Park, and the Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve. The three season trail will traverse gently rolling terrain and will accommodate biking, hiking, and in-line skating. So far, the completed portion
of the trail is a 2.5 mile lighted segment that begins at
County Road 82 and County Road 21 in Prior Lake
and runs to the south edge of the city. An extension of
this trail is being developed as a cooperative project
among Scott County, Three Rivers Park District, the
City of Shakopee, the City of Prior Lake, and the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
For information on federally-owned parks, including the Louisville Swamp, Rice Lake, and Wilkie Unit,
call (952) 854-5900 for the visitor center.

Minnesota Valley State
Recreation Area
(952) 492-6400
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and
Federal Refuge was established by State and Federal
Legislatures to provide recreational travel routes
“..through areas which have significant scenic, historic,
scientific, or recreational qualities and to provide wildlife habitat.” Scott County is home to four units of the
recreational area. For further information, please
call (952)-492-6400.

Headquarters (Lawrence)
Located between Jordan and Belle Plaine on Township Road 57, which is just north of Highway 169.
Highlights include the only remaining building from
the 1850s town of St. Lawrence as well as the following recreational opportunities:

Camping

•

25 scenic, well-spaced family campsites

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES to page 10
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Fun summer activities
offered to area youth
Summer festivals abound
Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivities, get acquainted
with other Scott County residents, or to spend time with longtime friends.
Below is a schedule of some of the local events. Contact the SCENE next
April at (952) 496-8780 if you would like your organization’s activities and
special events listed in next year’s summer issue. Check the local newspaper
for further details.
Sunday, June 20

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic Church,
New Market
June 25-27
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including a parade on
Sunday at 1 p.m.
June 26 and June 27
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
Shakopee
Sunday, July 4
Fireworks at Watzl’s Beach, Prior Lake
Sunday, July 4
Fireworks at New Prague Middle School
July 16-18
Bar-B-Que Days in Belle Plaine, including a
Grande Day Parade on Saturday at 1 p.m. and
fireworks Sunday evening
Sunday, July 18
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in
Cedar Lake Township
July 28 – August 1
Scott County Fair (see article in this issue of the
SCENE)
July 24 and July 25
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring oldtyme German music and food Saturday evening
and Sunday
August 5-8
Derby Days in Shakopee, including a parade on
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. Fireworks Sunday evening
August 3-7
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including fireworks
on Friday evening and a parade on Saturday at
noon
August 6-8
40th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas
Engine Festival
Sunday, August 8
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague
Sunday, August 15
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s in Marystown
Saturday, Sept. 11
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; 11 a.m.
parade, fireworks in the evening
Sunday, September 12 Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle
Plaine
Sept. 17-18
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; parade at
noon Saturday
Sunday, Sept. 19
St. John’s Fall Festival in Jordan

Recreational Facilities
•
•
•

From Page 7

8 secluded, walk-in campsites
1 canoe campsite
1 walk-in/canoe campsite (by
Paine Pond)
Note: Camping headquarters
(Lawrence) are rustic, which means that
picnic tables, firerings, drinking water,
and pit toilets are available.

a rustic trail shelter. The main corridor
trail for snowmobiling, horseback
riding, mountain biking, and hiking
starts at the north end of the parking lot
and follows an old road. Two canoe
campsites overlook the historic “Little
Rapids” on the Minnesota River.

Picnic Area

Parking is located just south of
Chaska off of State Highway 41. The
public access at Gifford Lake is popular
with anglers. A special use area for field
dog trials is available near Gifford Lake.

Available for group use.

Trail Center and Trail Access
Twenty two miles for horseback
riding, mountain biking and hiking; four
mile loop for hiking; and a “rustic” group
camping area, ideal for adult and youth
groups. Call the park office for reservations. Fishing: try fishing at Bearson
Lake — near the Quarry Campground
— or on the Minnesota River. (A public access to the Minnesota River is located two miles north of Jordan on
County Road 9 and north of Belle Plaine
on County Road 25.)

Carver Rapids/Louisville
Parking is located two miles south
of the junction of Highways 41 and 169
(south of Chaska, southwest of
Shakopee). The trails in this area meander through Carver Rapids and the Louisville Swamp, which is part of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
Here, you’ll find seven miles of hiking
on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mazomani Trail. Highlights along the
trail include the Historic Jabs Farm and

Gifford Lake

Nyssen’s Lake
Parking is located just south of
Chaska off of State Highway 41. This
gives you access to the main corridor
trail, which is designed for
snowmobiling, horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking.

Do you know young people who are
looking to participate in fun events this
summer? Youth don’t have to be 4-H
members to participate in our summer
opportunities! The following activities
are open to all youth. To register for
any of these activities, call the University of Minnesota Extension Service at
(952) 492-5410.

Learn to Paint
Do you want to learn to paint but
don’t know where to start? Come to the
4-H Let’s Paint Run-A-Ways© painting
workshop with nationally known art instructor Joe Piatt! All supplies will be
provided. Open to youth who have
completed grades 1-12. Students only
need to bring a willingness to paint. The
workshop is designed so students will
leave with a finished painting at the end
of class.
Registration deadline is June 9
Two sessions are available:
Thursday, June 17 9 a.m.—Noon
Carver County Extension Office
609 West First Street, Waconia
Cost: $20.00
Thursday, June 17 2 p.m.—5 p.m.
Scott County Extension Office
7151 190th Street West, Jordan
Cost: $20.00

Cloverbud Day
Are you in grade K-3? Then we
have a fun-filled day planned for you!
Meet 4-H Cloverbuds and other new
friends at Jordan’s Lagoon Park for exciting activities that include constructing pipe cleaner animals, painting flower
pots, planting flower pens, gardening,
and parachute games. Join us on Tuesday, June 29 from 10:00 a.m.—3:00
p.m. Wear comfortable play clothes and
bring a bag lunch, including beverage.
Registration deadline is June 21. Cost
is $4.00.

p.m.; Jordan 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 22 – Shakopee 10:30
a.m.; Savage 1:30 p.m.; Belle Plaine 4
p.m.

Arts In
Arts In is a 4-H supported musical
and theatrical experience for youth who
have completed grades 4-12. The 20minute production will be performed at
the 2004 Scott County Fair on July 30,
July 31, and August 1. The group will
also have an opportunity to perform at
the Minnesota State Fair. Participation
will include an overnight rehearsal at the
Scott County Extension office scheduled
for July 16 and July 17 (Friday through
Saturday). Registration deadline is
Thursday, July 1. Cost is $25.00

Get Green Adventure Day
Participants will have an opportunity to take part in four ½-hour miniworkshops:
1. Let’s Go Fly A Kite—Materials and instruction will be provided on
how to build and safely fly a kite. Participants will be able to take the kite
home after the adventure.
2. Long Horns and Other FourLegged Creatures—See, hear, and
smell live fair animals straight from the
land of Scott County.
3. People, Plants and Pots—Participants will be given materials, instructions, and a “green thumb” necessary to
create, take home and care for their own
plant.
4. Little House on the Fairgrounds—Witness and participate in
building a traditional style doll house.
If you have completed grades K-6,
join us at the Scott County Fair on Thursday, July 29 from 1-3 p.m. at the 4-H
Building on the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. Registration deadline is Monday, July 19. Cost for all
four workshops is $3.00 plus the $7.00
per car fairgrounds parking fee.

Community Day Camp

Join other youth in grades K-6 at
your local Scott County library to explore a tree’s life cycle and its role in
our environment. No registration is required. Cost: Free!

The topic of the day camp is Getting to Know 4-H and Making Friends.
Youth will have an opportunity to participate in several construction and art
projects in addition to playing a variety
of games. This camp is for youth who
have completed grades K-4. Join the
fun on Thursday, August 5 from 7:45
a.m.—5:00 p.m. at Cleary Lake Park
in Prior Lake. Registration deadline
is Thursday, July 29. Cost is $5.00.

Library Program dates & locations:
Monday, July 19 – New Market 1:30
p.m.; New Prague 4 p.m.
Wednesday, July 21 – Prior Lake 4

To register for the above activities,
or if you’d like to find out more about
joining a 4-H community club, call the
Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.

4-H “Tree Time” at Scott
County Libraries

Chaska/Shakopee Bike Trail
Parking in Chaska at Courthouse
Lake (near the Carver County Courthouse), and in Shakopee at the Huber
Park trail head. This four mile paved
trail is popular with bicyclers, joggers,
hikers, bird watchers, and many others.
This scenic trail lies on an old railroad
bed. Anglers can find big catfish near
the site of the old railroad swing bridge
near the Chaska end of the trail. Other
features include scenic Nyssen’s Lake
and the remains of an old brewery. There
are benches along the trail for resting and
observing wildlife. Until a new bridge

HEY TEENS! Looking for somewhere to hang
out this summer? Try ENIGMA!
Enigma, located within the Shakopee Community Center, is a
5,000 sq.ft. teen center open to those in 6th - 12th grade. There is
no cost to hang out at Enigma.
What is there to do? See live bands, play PS2 or XBOX, catch a
movie on the 52-inch TV, play foosball, pool, ping-pong, and more.
Video games and movies are available for checkout.
Summer Hours: 2-8:45 p.m. Monday - Thursday; 2-9:45 p.m.
Friday and Saturday; and 1-5 p.m. on Sundays
For more information, call Brad at 952-3835

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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“Track it Down at Your Library” this summer
Track It Down At Your Library! That’s this
year’s theme for the Scott County Library’s Summer
Reading Program at all seven of our branches, starting Monday, June 7 and running until Saturday,
August 7. Once again, we’ll have a reading incentive
program for kids of all ages, separated into three
groups:

Jordan, 10:30 a.m.
Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.
Magician Matt Dunn - Action-packed comedy
magic
Sponsored by the Prior Lake Friends of the Library
Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Savage, 4:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 30
Jim Gerholdt, Remarkable Reptiles - Fascinating
presentation that includes live reptiles
Sponsored by the N.E.W. Lions
New Market, 5:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
• For kids who haven’t yet been to kindergarten
• Sign up June 7 or later. Receive a reading
record, take it home, and keep track of how many library books are read to you. Bring back records to
receive a sticker for every 5 books you read and a restaurant coupon for each completed record (up to 3)

Magic of the Rainforest
Sponsored by James Perry Dental
Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

MONDAY, AUGUST 2
Magical Mia - Unusual magic with music,
movement, and mystery
Savage, 4:00 p.m.
Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
• For kids who have
finished kindergarten
through 5th grade
• Sign up June 7 or
later. Receive bookmarks,
take them home, and color
in one track for every 20
minutes you read library
materials (or have them
read to you). Bring completed bookmarks back to the
library for prizes:
• Bookmark #1: Track It Down bookmark
• Bookmark #2: Perkins coupon
• Bookmark #3: Track It Down button
• Bookmark #4: HomeTown Buffet coupon
• Bookmark #5: Track It Down pencil
• Bookmark #6: Papa Murphy’s mini-pizza
• Bookmark #7: Local branch prize
• Bookmark #8: Track It Down plastic tote bag
• Bookmark #9: Track It Down flicker ruler
• Bookmark #10 State Fair ticket
GEAR UP AT LIBRARY TEEN PROGRAM
• For kids who have finished 6th grade and up
• Sign up June 7 or later and receive a carabiner
• Win a mega-treat after reading ten hours, a
CD case after 20 hours
• Enter prize drawings by writing quickie reviews
(ALL PRIZES ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY – ALTERNATE PRIZES MAY BE SUBSTITUTED)
Along with great prizes and reading incentives,
each library branch will feature lots of fun programs
and performers, including favorites Magician Matt
Dunn, James Gerholdt and his Remarkable Reptiles, the Science Museum of Minnesota, and many
more programs, both old and new. The following is a
schedule of planned events:

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
Track It Down - Explore and create Minnesota
animal tracks!
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
New Market, 1:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, JUNE 24
Track It Down - Explore and create Minnesota
animal tracks!
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Shakopee, 4:00 p.m.
MONDAY, JUNE 28
Ten Penny Tunes - Interactive folk tunes for young
audiences
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
New Market, 4:00 p.m.
TUESDAY, JUNE 29
Jim Gerholdt, Remarkable Reptiles - Fascinating
presentation that includes live reptiles
New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30
Science Museum of Minnesota - Tracks and
Traces: Exploring Crime Lab Science
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Prior Lake, 4:00 p.m.
Belle Plaine, 6:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
Bruce the Bug Guy - Insects close-up and
interactive!
Jordan, 4:00 p.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 8
Jim Gerholdt, Remarkable Reptiles - Fascinating
presentation that includes live reptiles
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Big Fun Family Circus - Comedy, juggling,
clowning, and magic with a circus theme
Prior Lake, 4:00 p.m.
Johnny Pineapple’s Hawaiian Luau - Kid-friendly
songs and fun from the “Big Island”
Belle Plaine, 6:30 p.m.
Big Fun Family Circus - Comedy, juggling,
clowning, and magic with a circus theme
Sponsored by the Savage Friends of the Library
Savage, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, JUNE 22
Track It Down - Explore and create Minnesota
animal tracks!

MONDAY, AUGUST 9
Magician Matt Dunn - Action-packed comedy
magic (Shakopee end of summer party)
Sponsored by James Perry Dental
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
More programs may be added – for the most current information, check with your local branch or view
our website at www.scott.lib.mn.us and click “Summer Reading Program.” Programs sponsored by
MELSA and the Scott County Library System unless
otherwise noted.
Many thanks to MELSA, HomeTown Buffet, Papa
Murphy’s, Perkins, and the Minnesota State Fair for
generously providing county-wide prizes for the summer reading program, and to the many local businesses
who kindly donate prizes and sponsor performances
for individual branches.

LIBRARY LOCATIONS
& PHONE NUMBERS
Belle Plaine Library
125 W Main, 56011
(952) 873-6767

New Market Library
50 Church Street, 55054
(952) 461-3460

Nancy & Eddie Ventriloquism Fun
New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Nancy & Eddie Ventriloquism Fun
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
Jordan, 1:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
Library Day at the Dome - $8 gets you an upper
deck ticket (and a hot dog and pop) to see the Twins
play the Anaheim Angels! Pick up an order form at
any library branch – deadline June 25.
HHH Metrodome (Minneapolis), 11:35 a.m.

Jordan Library
230 S Broadway, 55352
(952)492-2500

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
Schiffelly Puppets - Everyone’s favorite puppeteers!
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
Make Tracks to the Como Park Zoo – Join all the
metro public libraries for a special Summer Reading
Program event with special performers, activities,
and tours
Como Park Zoo (St. Paul), 10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
Magician Matt Dunn - Action-packed comedy
magic
New Prague, 4:00 p.m.
New Market, 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 13
Dazzling Dave - Yo-yo master extraordinaire
Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

New Prague Library
400 E Main Street, 56071
(952) 758-2391

THURSDAY, JULY 15
Silly Sisters - Silly and interactive fun with stories
and song
Sponsored by the Savage Friends of the Library
Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Prior Lake Library
16210 Eagle Creek Ave SE, 55372
(952) 447-3375

The Magic of Brian Richards - “Track Down the
Magic at Your Library;”Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

Savage Library
13090 Alabama Av S, 55378
(952) 707-1770

TUESDAY, JULY 20
Brodini Comedy Magic Show - Comedy magic
show for young and old
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.
Jordan, 1:30 p.m.
Banjo Dancers - Humorous and fast-paced music
and dance from America’s past
Sponsored by James Perry Dental
Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

Shakopee Library
235 S. Lewis St.
(952) 233-3850

Page 12 Scott County SCENE June/July 2004

Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Tracking sex offenders
In 1996, the Minnesota Legislature passed the Community Notification Law
(MN Statutes 244.052) that permitted the release of information about certain offenders in Minnesota. The legislature felt that “If members of the public receive
adequate notice and information about an offender’s release, the community can
make constructive plans to prepare themselves.”
Prior to this law, most information regarding predatory offenders was known
to law enforcement agencies and others in the criminal justice system. Yet beyond
those agencies and individuals, the information about offenders was classified as
either private or confidential.
Community notification allows some information about some offenders to be
converted from private or confidential information to public information. The
Minnesota Community Notification Act involves only those offenders who have
violated sexual conduct statutes, kidnapping statutes, or other related statutes that
indicate victimization of children or others. The Department of Corrections (DOC)
has developed a kind of test (called the Minnesota Sex Offender Screening Tool –
Revised, or “Mn-SORT-R”) to determine if an individual who has been convicted
of a predatory crime has demonstrated, by past behaviors, that he or she needs to
be included in a group of persons who pose the greatest risk to the public when he
or she is released. This doesn’t mean that this offender will commit a new crime,
just that he or she is part of a group of persons who might. A majority of these
individuals in this group will not commit another crime, but the DOC has determined that some persons have a greater likelihood to commit future offenses than
do others.
There are a group of items in the Mn-SORT-R test that receive scores assigned
by the offender’s case manager before the offender is released from prison. The
total of these scores determines which category of risk the offender will be assigned. Based on statistics, these scores indicate some public concern about the
behavior of people identified as part of this group.
After this determination is made, a committee of individuals meet to assign a
risk level as designated by the notification law. The higher number risk level assigned to the offenders, the more information can be released, and the broader the
audience that will receive the information. The committee is called the End of
Confinement Review Committee. This committee includes a chair designated by
the prison warden, a psychologist who is familiar with sex offenders, a case manager from the prison who has sex offenders on their case load, a law enforcement
officer from the community and a victim service professional. After reviewing the
Mn-SORT-R and the recommendations made by the psychologist along with other
information, the committee assigns an appropriate risk level. Law enforcement
agencies where the offenders reside have the responsibility for the notification of
their communities under this law.
Level One offenders are offenders who are determined to be at a lower risk to
re-offend. Police agencies may open a file on these offenders and may release
information about the release of the offender to victims of and witnesses to the
crime, other law enforcement agencies, and anyone identified by the prosecuting
attorney to receive the information.
Level Two offenders are determined to be at a moderate risk to re-offend.
Police agencies may release information to anyone included in the Level One information release. In addition, law enforcement may notify various other organizations about the offender’s release, which may include schools, daycare centers,
and other organizations where individuals who may become victims of the offender are regularly found. Law enforcement will make the decision on which
organizations to notify based upon the offender’s past patterns of behavior. Law
enforcement officials may also choose to notify certain individuals they determine
to be at possible risk from the offender. However, this is not a widespread community notification. Organizations notified about a Level Two offender are given
this information to protect the individuals in their care while they are on or near the
premises of those organizations. The information is not to be re-distributed by
those organizations that have been notified.
Level Three offenders have been determined to be at the highest risk for reoffense of the three risk levels. Law enforcement may notify all individuals and
agencies included in Level One and Level Two notifications, and may also distribute information about the offender to everyone else in the community. In addition,
officials may use the media and other distribution methods to get this information
to the public. According to law enforcement policy, enforcement officials hold
public meetings in the areas where Level Three offenders reside. At those meetings, information about the notification process, the registration of predatory offenders, and information about the general population of these offenders is distributed and discussed. In addition, information about a specific offender (or offenders) is released, including a general area of residence, a description (with a photograph), and a description of the offender’s past behavior patterns. This disclosure
does not apply to offenders that are in licensed residential facilities, such as half
houses or offenders in secure hospital facilities operated by the Department of
Human Services as Moose Lake and St. Peter facilities.
Community notification has been a controversial issue throughout the country.
Opponents of community notification raised arguments suggesting it would lead
to vigilante action and perhaps even recidivism among offenders who are unable
to reintegrate back into the community. Yet the intent of community notification is
to protect potential victims and reduce re-offense by creating an informed community. Thus far, community notification has been handled responsibly by law enforcement and has not resulted in the wide scale disruption and violent response
feared by opponents. However, be aware that law enforcement, through public
notification, stresses the following concerns:
♦ Harassment of the offender will not be tolerated.
♦ The specific offender information released in the community notification
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Volunteers needed for
Adopt-a-Highway program
Traveling over the roads in the
United States, it’s pretty easy to see
where the people who value community
pride live. In Minnesota, we have dedicated volunteers that donate their time
and effort to go out and clear the ditches
and roadsides of trash, waste, and debris. In Scott County, we are fortunate
enough to have one hundred and twenty
five groups of volunteers. Last year
alone, during the spring and fall roadside pickups, there were over nine hundred and sixty volunteers cleaning up
their segment of road.
Scott County Highway Department
has divided up the county roads in segments from 1½ to 3 miles long, and the
groups pick up an average of 10 bags
per segment. There are currently one

hundred and forty nine segments; one
hundred and twenty five of them are already being picked up. What does this
all mean? It means that we could still
use volunteers – particularly in the southern part of Scott County. If you are interested in being one of the people that
preserve our beautiful scenery, please
give our office a call at (952) 496-8346.
As you travel the roads in Scott
County, be proud of your community,
and think of all the volunteers that stop
at the Scott County Highway Department to pick up the orange vests and bags
and spend their weekend picking up their
segment of road. Let all nine hundred
and sixty eight of them know that they
are appreciated. Our thanks go out to
each and every one of them!

is not the only offender the community needs to worry about. Many assaults are
perpetrated by offenders who are acquainted or related to their victims. The most
dangerous offenders are the offenders who are still unidentified to law enforcement and the public. Meetings include basic information on how citizens
can protect themselves from any offender, known or unknown.
♦ By notifying the victims and witnesses of an offender’s release and location, Minnesota statutes protect the rights of the “lower risk” offenders while still
protecting the victims.
♦ One of the major adverse effects of community notification upon release
has been an increasing inability of offenders to find suitable housing and employment.
♦ Sex offenders enjoy and gain power from secrecy. Through community
notification, secrecy has been removed, and the community gains power from becoming a part of the restoration process and by taking back power once belonging
to the offender. Any power the community takes back removes the offender’s power
to victimize others.
♦ Community notification has increased collaboration among probation, law
enforcement, victim services, and corrections. In addition, it has provided law
enforcement with a means to educate the community, as well as promote police/
citizen activities such as neighborhood watch.
Many citizens don’t understand why, if an offender is so dangerous, he or she
is ever released from prison. Minnesota is a state that has specific sentence lengths
for specific crimes. When an offender is sentenced by a judge, the length of time
he or she is required to be in prison has been previously established for that offense
by the Guidelines Commission. Someone with no previous offenses has a shorter
sentence than someone who has been in trouble with law enforcement before.
Someone who has a previous offense against a person is sentenced to a longer term
than someone with a previous offense that was a property crime. Judges must
have a very compelling reason to depart from the sentencing guidelines and must
submit the reason for departure to review by the Minnesota Supreme Court. Once
the sentence is completed, law enforcement and the courts do not have the
power to tell the offender where to live or where to work.
In addition to the original sentence and supervision, most offenders have a
long probation. All offenders convicted of a sex offense also have an additional
period of supervision called “conditional release” that can be either five or ten
years from release.
On August 1, 2000, the public was given another avenue to get information
regarding Level Three offenders. “Katie’s Law” (named after Katie Poirier) established a site on the Web that contains information about the Level Three offenders
living in the community. Within two days after law enforcement officials have
held a notification meeting on an offender, those officials determine what information they want released on the web site and forward the information to the Department of Corrections (DOC). The DOC then posts this information and maintains
the changes in location which may occur with the offenders. The site does not
contain information about Level One and Level Two offenders, as the statute does
not allow for public notification of these offenders. You can visit this site at
www.doc.state.mn.us/level3/Search.asp.
If you have an offender living in your community, review safety tips with your
children. Explain the importance of avoiding dangerous situations rather than
trying to teach them how to be safe from just the one person now living in your
neighborhood. Remember, the most dangerous offenders are the offenders
who are still unidentified to law enforcement and the public.
There is no known way that anyone can accurately predict the future behavior
of another person. The process of screening individuals in prison to place them
into risk categories does not mean that the Department of Corrections has devised
a way to predict and control behavior. Assigning risk levels, requiring predatory
offenders to register, and community notification won’t guarantee the safety of
you and your loved ones. Take responsibility. Give your children rules to follow
and the knowledge to make good decisions. Teach them to trust their own feelings
and assure them they have the right to say no to what they sense is wrong. Empower yourself and your family instead of the offenders!
For more information:
www.doc.state.mn.us or 651-642-0331
www.jwf.org or 1-800-325-HOPE
www.missingkids.com or 1-800-THE LOST
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Low interest loans
available for septic
system replacement
The Scott County Environmental
Health Department and Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
would like to remind you that low interest loans are now available to help you
upgrade or replace your old septic system. Many farmers and rural landowners in Scott County are using septic systems that no longer meet the standards
or requirements of current state or
County codes and ordinances. Failing
septic systems can lead to groundwater
or surface water contamination, due to
the infiltration of untreated sewage into
that water. In addition, you and your
family could be exposed to various diseases due to the numbers and types of
bacteria and virus that are present in
untreated human sewage.
As many of you begin to plan for
additions or improvements to your home
or yard, you may find yourself being
required to have a compliance inspection performed on your existing septic
system. When that occurs, there is a
chance that your system will be found
to be non-compliant for reasons related
to how the system was constructed or
maintained over the years. If that is the
case, you will most likely be required to
upgrade or replace your system in order

to bring it into compliance. This low
interest loan program could be just what
you need.
The Agriculture Best Management
Practices Loan Program (Ag BMP Program) was created by the 1994 state legislature to bring low interest loans to
farmers and other rural landowners for
the prevention of pollution. The program is funded through the State Revolving Fund (SRF), which was a result of
the 1987 Federal Clean Water Act.
Program Facts:
♦ The loans feature a 3 percent interest rate plus a 1.5 percent origination
fee;
♦ Projects must be located in rural Scott County;
♦ Projects must be pre-approved
by Scott SWCD before any work begins; and
♦ Applicants may borrow up to 75
percent of the cost of the project, with a
maximum loan amount of $50,000.
Call Scott SWCD today at 952-4925412 and request an application packet.
This program can provide an easy and
affordable way to get a new septic system for your home!

County Survey
majority (90 percent) of respondents like
our library system, with public safety
services (89 percent) and parks (86 percent) not far behind.
• Where is there room for improvement? According to the respondents, that would be in the area of public transportation/transit services (47
percent reporting “excellent” or “good”
satisfaction levels).
In addition, the County’s Office of
Public Affairs worked collaboratively
with Dakota County’s Office of Planning, Evaluation, and Development, effectively reducing significant staff time
as well as consultant costs. “By teaming up with our colleagues to the east,
we were able to minimize our financial
obligation while maximize our internal
talent resources,” said Public Affairs
analyst Brian Hanninen. “And we are
now able to make direct comparisons
with Dakota County as well as with our
own 2001 data.”
Yet perhaps some of the greatest
value, said Public Affairs analyst John
Mulcahy, was that “National Research
Center has a database of an array of other
government surveys they’ve performed
throughout the United States. So, in essence, we could measure ourselves up
against a much larger sample and get a
sense of what’s particularly unique about
Scott County, what’s somewhat standard
across jurisdictions, and where we fall
at, above, or below the recorded averages on various questions.”
Examples of where Scott County
residents responded above the “norm”:
• Satisfaction with services for
youth (89th percentile) and low income
residents (83rd percentile)
• Agreement with the statement “I
feel I receive good value for the County
taxes I pay” (88th percentile)
• Satisfaction with parks and recreation (86th percentile)
And below:
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• Access to and availability of
affordable, quality child care (20th percentile)
• Access to affordable housing
(36th percentile)
While a statistically valid “snapshot”
of the community and its opinions, perceptions, and preferences is always welcome, the Scott County Office of Public Affairs isn’t content to put the results
on a shelf until 2005. “This information will be extremely useful in an array
of areas,” said Mulcahy. “The data we
gathered will be used in short- and longterm planning for land use, social services, park and open space acquisition,
public information, and infrastructure
development… just to name a few.” For
example, he explained, the vast majority of respondents favored greater tax
investments for the purpose of maintaining senior citizens in their home communities (95 percent “strongly” or
“somewhat” supportive), increasing the
independence of disabled residents (91
percent), and preventing and controlling
communicable diseases (90 percent), but
an equally large majority opposed the
restoration of services lost to recent cuts.
“Clearly, we have our analytic work cut
out for us,” Mulcahy said.
Yet County Administrator Dave
Unmacht had ample reason to smile.
When asked about the professionalism
of County employees, residents gave
them the equivalent of an A+ (ranking
first in “knowledge” and “responsiveness” categories and second in the “courteousness” area). “I am so proud of the
County staff. This is an affirmation of
the fact that their hard work is being
noticed,” Unmacht said.
Anyone interested in reviewing a
full copy of the 115 page report can visit
the
County’s
website
at
www.co.scott.mn.us or any of the seven
branch libraries throughout the community.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Modern technology provides more facts
A few weeks ago, Scott County held a “Future Leaders Day” where a number
of area junior high students participated in or observed how County government
works. Our Environmental Health Department decided to “expose” our two students to a project to find suitable locations for a new solid waste landfill in the
County. (This was just a mock project - the County is not looking for new landfill
sites.) Kate Sedlacek, Steve Steuber, and Joan Anderson coached the youth through
a process of identifying critical issues related to siting the supposed landfill and
then mapping the issues using the County’s Geographic Information System (GIS).
This whole event took about two hours. I happened to be sitting next to our County
GIS Manager, Dan Pfeffer, during the mock County Board meeting when our two
students presented their case offering the best location for a new landfill. Dan was
quite impressed with how easily the students grasped the issue and used the GIS
technology to make their case. I leaned over and whispered to Dan that not very
long ago, before we had GIS, we had numerous individual maps that had to be
prepared using colored marking pencils to do the same thing. When Scott County
was actually searching for landfill sites in the mid-1980s, it required the assistance
of an outside consultant, and took several months and tens of thousands of dollars
to prepare what these two students did in two hours using the County’s GIS.
A couple of weeks ago, I also made a presentation to a University of Minnesota class studying preparation of Environmental Assessment Worksheets (EAWs).
I came equipped with a Power Point presentation that took me about two hours to
prepare and load unto a CD along with several digital maps. I used two University
computers, both connected to projectors so that the images were presented on a
screen for the students to observe. I had access to the Internet, so I also demonstrated the County’s website with the fantastic mapping tools that are now available there for anyone to use. One bright student, seeing my gray hair, asked how
the preparation of EAWs had progressed over the years. I responded that before
the GIS map making tools and the ability to release draft documents on a website,
everything was done laboriously on paper. Of course, I noted that although things
can be done much quicker now, the level of detail possible with use of these tools
also makes EAWs much more complex. They still take a long time to prepare, but
technology has greatly reduced the time it takes as well as immensely improved
the level of complexity of the information presented for consideration.
Many of the mapping related tools we use every day, such as GIS, are available on the County’s website for use by anyone. Recently, we held a workshop for
the professionals who design on-site sewage treatment systems for rural residents.
We demonstrated how the tools available on the County’s website could provide
them with a wealth of information about a proposed building site. We also provided them with a program that Scott County developed with the assistance of
Barr Engineering to predict what impact new storm water systems (ponds, drainage ways, etc.) would have on the surrounding soils, so that elevating water tables
could be predicted and considered before basements were dug or sewage systems
constructed.
This coming year, Scott County will be working with the Minnesota Geological Survey and the Minnesota Department of Health in coordination with the units
of government within the County to prepare a digital version of the County’s Geological Atlas. The Scott County Geological Atlas was the first such compilation of
maps prepared to depict a county’s geology and associated groundwater in Minnesota. That was completed in 1981. The new digital version will allow us to demonstrate three-dimensional views of subsurface geology and ground water flow.
This will be very useful for communities who are preparing municipal well protection plans to graphically depict where the water comes from before it is pumped
out by a city well. It will also help to locate new wells and to investigate sources of
contamination should wells become contaminated.
All these technological improvements have made it possible for policy makers
to avail themselves of increasingly better science before making decisions. They
have also enabled the Environmental Health Department to become much more
efficient at what we do. In 2003, the Environmental Health Department was able
to provide 180 percent more of the measured environmental preventative activities
than we could in 1996. The Environmental Health Department has not grown in
personnel since 1996, despite the rapid growth in the County, opening and operation of the Household Hazardous Waste Facility, and acquisition of the on-site
sewage system permitting programs for the municipalities of Savage, Shakopee,
and Prior Lake. Without technology and the skills needed to use these tools, we
would not have been nearly as productive. As I mentioned to Dan Pfeffer during
the mock presentation by the junior high students, tools like the GIS have saved the
County hundreds of thousands of dollars and greatly improved our ability to access valuable information for making better decisions.

New Options seeks volunteers
New Options is a great opportunity to work with
adults who have disabilities.
Read a book...share musical abilities... help with
work projects... share lunch together... play ball... give
high fives... play games... leave with smiles!

Interested? Call New Options at 952-403-7979
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Senior Scene

Veteran’s SCENE
By Roger Willmore
Scott County Director of Veteran’s Services

Military service and hearing loss
Many veterans were subjected to loud noises and to other sounds during the
military service that have permanently affected their hearing. Many, if not most,
were not given any type of hearing protection to prevent exposure to loud noises.
Those veterans who served on aircraft carriers and had to work on the flight deck
during flight operations were exposed to the extremely loud noise of the aircraft
engines. Veterans who were around artillery had to cope with the noise of large
guns being fired. Radio operators and those who had to wear headsets had to
listen to very high pitch frequency noises. And how about those veterans who
were aircrew on helicopters, and were exposed – often for hours at a time – to both
the loud engine noises and the constant high-pitched noise of the rotor blades?
Most large aircraft such as transports also created noise that could cause hearing
loss. Those who worked on the flight line had to listen to the noise of aircraft all
day. Every veteran who has ever been in combat was most certainly exposed to
the loud noise of gunfire both to include machine guns, mortars, rifles, small arms,
et cetera. When you are in combat, you don’t stop and put on hearing protection.
Not all veterans with hearing loss can associate their hearing loss with the
military. If their job in the military was as a clerk or some other job where the
noise exposure was minimal, their claim will, in most cases, be denied. With few
exceptions, most every veteran had to qualify with the rifle and go through firearms training in boot camp. In most cases, a claim for hearing loss for this exposure will not be granted either.
Hearing loss is not the only effect of being exposed to situations mentioned
above. Tinnitus (pronounced “tin-ni-tus” or “tin-na-tus”) – or ringing in the ear(s)
– is a very common ailment from exposure to noises in the military. So many of
the veterans I see have this problem, and many of them always thought it was
normal and that everyone had the same ailment. A head injury while in the military may also be a cause for ringing in the ears.
Veterans who have hearing loss and/or ringing in their ears, and feel that the
cause is from their military service, can file a claim with the Veterans Administration (VA) for service-connected disability. The VA will schedule a compensation
exam to determine the extent, if any, of hearing loss or tinnitus the veteran has
because of his/her service in the military. If the VA determines that, the veteran has
hearing loss and/or ringing in the ears, the veteran will receive a service-connected
rating. The VA will also provide any hearing aids that may be needed.
If you or someone you know was in the military and is experiencing hearing
loss or tinnitus, we can assist in filing the claim for you. You will need your
military discharge (DD-214) if we do not already have it on file. If, by chance,
you have copies of your medical records from the military, that will help – but is
not necessary.
If you have any questions, give our office a call at (952) 496-8176.

Depression affects many older
adults, but help is available
This is the sixth article in a series of
seven in which we hope to educate
people in our community about the
problems faced by the elderly and adult
with disabilities and how to prevent their
abuse. The articles are designed to help
create public awareness of the problem
of adult abuse.

ner or loved one may lead to depression:
it is normal to grieve over such events,
but if the grief persists, it may be a sign
of depression. Illnesses such as cancer,
Parkinson’s disease, heart disease,
stroke, or Alzheimer’s disease may cause
late-life depression. These diseases may
also mask symptoms of depression.

Everyone feels sad or blue sometimes. But when sadness persists and interferes with everyday life, it may be
depression. The challenge? Depression
affects about 15 out of every 100 adults
older than age 65. The good news?
Depression is also very treatable.

Suicide and Depression — Suicide
is more common in older people than in
any other age group. The population of
people older than age 65 accounts for
25 percent of the nation’s suicides. Suicidal attempts or severe thoughts should
always be taken seriously.

How to Recognize Depression —
Recognizing depression in the elderly
and people with disabilities is not always
easy. Vulnerable adults with depression
may not know how to explain how they
feel. They also may fear that they will
be labeled as “crazy” or as having character weakness. Vulnerable adults and
their families may dismiss depression as
a passing mood.

Treatment — Most people can improve dramatically with treatment,
which may include psychotherapy, antidepressant medications, and other procedures. Psychotherapy can play an important role with or without medications.
There are many forms of short-term
therapy (1 to 20 weeks) that have proven
to be effective. Antidepressants help restore the balance and supply of neurotransmitters in the brain. But take
care: mixing doses, taking the wrong
amount, or suddenly stopping antidepressants may result in negative effects.

Common Symptoms — Symptoms may include persistent sadness,
feeling slowed down, excessive worries
about finances or health, frequent tearfulness, weight changes, pacing and
fidgeting, difficulty sleeping, difficulty
concentrating, and physical symptoms
such as pain or gastrointestinal problems.
Causes — Since depression is commonly due to biological changes in the
brain, it is likely to occur for no apparent reason. These changes – in addition
to medical illnesses and/or genetics —
may put groups like elderly people at
greater risk of depression. A specific
event like retirement or the loss of a part-

Caring for a Person with Depression — The first step is to make sure the
person gets a complete physical
checkup, as depression may be a side
effect of another medical condition. If
the person is confused or withdrawn,
accompany the person to the doctor. The
doctor may refer the person to a psychiatrist. If the person is reluctant to see
a psychiatrist, try to assure the person
that an evaluation is necessary to determine what treatment is needed.

2004 Road
Construction Schedule
Reconstruction: CH 42 from ¼ mile west of CSAH 83 to McKenna
Road; May - July
Reconstruction: CH 83 from ¾ mile south of CH 42 to ½ mile north of
CH 42; May - July

Jordan High School students (l. to r.) Jacob Klingberg, Brenda Stitzinger,
Brian Isles, Missy Elke, Amber Wiebush, and Advisor/Teacher Joshua Barnd
participated in the Area Envirothon held May 6.

Students compete in envirothon
Students from Jordan High School
— including Jacob Klingberg, Brenda
Stitzinger, Brian Isles, Missy Elke and
Amber Wiebush, and advised by their
teacher Joshua Barnd — tested their
knowledge of the natural world at the
annual Area Envirothon on Thursday,
May 6 at the Arboretum in Chanhassen.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District, along with other metro districts,
organized the event.
The Envirothon consisted of five
learning stations covering soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry, and watersheds.
Natural resource professionals at each
station used the outdoors to test the students’ resource knowledge. In addition,
each four or five student team had to give
an oral presentation on “Erosion and
Sediment Control in Urban / Developing Areas.”
“Our district believes very strongly

in the value of education,” said Ewald
Gruetzmacher, SWCD Chair. “This is a
great chance for students to demonstrate
their environmental knowledge and have
a great time!”
Approximately 33 teams from the
seven county area participated in the
Area IV Envirothon, which is one of nine
regional Envirothons held around the
state. Jordan placed 7th out of 33 teams.
The top teams from each regional
Envirothon advanced to the state
Envirothon held May 19. The state
champion will be hosted July 26 – August 1, 2004 at Wesleyan College in
Buckhannon, West Virginia.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District is always interested in more
students participating in this educational
event. For more information on the
Envirothon, call Jodi Worm (952) 4925416.

Reconstruction: CH 23 from ½ mile south of TH 13 to TH 13;
April– November
Reconstruction: CH 21 from CH 27 to Dakota County Line
Aug. 04 – Nov 05
Bridge Replacement: CH 1 over the Minnesota River in Blakeley
March 04 – Dec 04
Overlay*: CH 4 from CH 7 to CH 11; June - September
Overlay*: CH 27 from CH 2 to 230th Street E; June – September
Overlay*: CH 64 from TH 169 to 2000 feet E of TH 169
June – September
Overlay*: CH 79 from CH 78 to 11th Street; June – September
Overlay*: CH 89 from TH 13/19 to CH 2; June – September
Seal Coat: CH 7 from TH 19 to 240th Street; June - July
Signal Revision: CH 69 at Fuller Street in Shakopee; June – July
Signal Removal: CH 69 at Scott Street in Shakopee; July - August
Turn Lanes: CH 8 from east of CH 27 to west of CH 91; June - Sept.
*Overlay projects typically take three to four days to complete.
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Historical Scene

Marystown Goes to State Tournament in 1952
This is the twentieth in a series of articles
about baseball in Scott County by Tom
Melchior.
All game summaries and box scores were
taken from the Shakopee Valley News.
Baseball Practice Called at Marystown
The Marystown baseball club will hold
their first practice session of the year. Earl
Dean will again pilot the team.
May 8, 1952
Marystown Tipped in League Opener
A ten-hit Marystown attack failed to
stop the defending champions as New Prague
eked out a 12 to 11 decision over
Marystown. Paul Sunder went the distance
for the Marystown club, giving up 13 hits
over the nine- inning route. Jirik and Jelinek
were the battery for New Prague.
Marystown
Pekarna, ss
Kunz, lf
Sunder, p
Theis, 2b
B. Hennen, 1b
C. Wagner, cf
W. Hennen, c
N. Theis, rf
Luce, 3b
L. Hennen, cf

AB
6
4
4
5
6
3
4
5
3
2
42

H
1
1
1
4
1
0
1
0
0
1
10

PO
1
2
2
3
1
0
16
0
1
0
26

A
1
0
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
5

New Prague
A. Barton, ss
Vancura, rf
Jilek, rf
Bednar, cf
Solheid, 2b
Solkup, 1b
Jelinek, c
J. Barton, 3b
Jirek, p
Tietz, rf

AB
5
4
5
5
6
5
3
2
4
2
41

H
4
2
2
1
1
1
0
1
0
0
12

PO
1
1
1
0
2
3
15
1
2
1
27

A
1
0
1
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
4

May 22, 1952
Marystown Tips Webster in D-R-S
Marystown moved up to .500 percentage with a 30 to 4 triumph over a hapless
Webster Marystown pounded out 24 hits in
the 26 run onslaught. Bob Klehr and J.
Hennen shared the pitching duties for the
winners, scattering nine hits. Joe Pekarna,
Kunz, and Hennen were the hitting stars as
each poked out at least three hits. Pekarna
and Kunz were five for eight. Carl Wagner
and Don Hennen sparkled in the field.
May 29, 1952
Marystown in Second Place, Win 8 to 7
The winners tallied the winning run in
the ninth frame with two down. Bill Hennen
opened the canto by drawing a free pass to
first. Hennen stole second and then stole third
as Luce went down on strikes. Manager Earl
Dean then strode to the plate in a pinch hitting role and slapped out the game-winning
blow on the first pitch.
Marystown scored twice in the initial
canto, once in the second and twice in the
third. Single runs in the fifth and eighth in
addition to the dramatic ninth inning gave
Marystown a 2-1 record.
June 5, 1952
Marystown Stops St. Benedict, 9 to 6
Marystown retained their position in
second place in the D-R-S with an impressive 6 to 4 win over St. Benedict, which
“drew first blood” in the third inning on two
singles and a home run by Eischens to jump
into a three-run lead.
Marystown bounced back in the fourth
frame to score two runs when Vernon Busch
reached first on a dropped third strike and
continued to second on the Benedict
catcher’s overthrow of first base. Don
Hennen then doubled to left, scoring Busch.
Hennen scored the second run on two infield outs.
In the fifth inning Marystown tied the
score on a homer by Norb Theis.

In the ninth
Marystown iced
the game with a
three-run
splurge. Bill
Hennen, safe on
an error, scored
on singles by
Wagner and Joe
Pekarna. Pekarna
was caught off
first and in the
rundown Wagner
scored when the
ball was thrown
into left field,
with Pekarna
pulling up at
third. Pekarna
then stole home
for the final run.
Ve r n o n
“Porkie” Busch
was the winning Front row—L to R: Earl Dean, Lambert Hennen, Joe Pekarna, Bob Klehr, Carl Wagner, Vernon
pitcher, allowing Busch, Barney Riesgraf. Back row—Wallace Hennen, Tony Kunz, Don Hennen, Bob Vosejpka,
five hits and five Norb Theis, Bud Theis, Jim Vanasek, Fritz Vosejpka, Bill Hennen.
walks.
July 31, 1952
Bill and Wally Hennen each had three
hits to lead the Marystown attack.
June 12, 1952
Marystown Edges St. Patrick in 10th
A tenth inning single by Bill Hennen
Marystown Defeats St. Patrick, 7 to 1
Marystown
AB H
PO A
Vernon Busch fanned 13 hitters and scored Tony Kunz from second base, giving
Pekarna, ss
4
1
1
3
gave up three walks. Marystown scored in Marystown a 7 to 6 win over St. Patrick.
Kunz, lf
3
1
2
1
the first. T. Kunz walked, moved to second The win moved Marystown into second
Busch, lf
1
1
0
0
on a walk to J. Kunz, and scored on a throw- place in the D-R-S. Barney Riesgraf went
Riesgraf, p
6
2
2
2
Dean, 2b
5
2
2
3
ing error by St. Patrick catcher Schoenbauer. the distance for the winners, giving up 12
B. Hennen, 1b 5
3
8
0
Three runs scored in the third on two walks, blows while his teammates gathered 14 hits.
Wagner, cf
4
1
1
0
an error, and RBI singles by Carlson and J. Kunz led the attack with three hits.
L. Hennen, cf
1
0
0
0
Busch. St. Patrick pitcher Murphy walked
B. Theis, rf
3
2
0
0
in two runs to make it 6 to 0. Marystown August 7, 1952
Klehr, 3b
2
0
0
0
D. Hennen, 3b 2
0
0
1
scored its final run in the eighth.
New Market Defeats Marystown 6-5 to
N. Theis, rf
2
1
0
0
Win 1952 D-R-S Crown
W. Hennen, c 5
3
11
0
June 26, 1952
New Market scored the winning run in
43
17
27
10
Marystown Beats Veseli, 13 to 5
the bottom of the ninth to break a 5-5 tie,
Lawrence Lake AB H
PO A
Marystown blasted 14 hits to defeat defeat Marystown, and win the league title.
Ridgeway, 3b
5
1
3
0
league-leading Veseli, scoring eight runs in
M. Monnens singled to lead off the inB. Card, lf-p
4
1
3
1
the first three frames. In the first two runs ning. Schmitz laid down a sacrifice bunt.
L. Card, rf
5
0
1
0
scored on RBI singles by Kunz and Dean Hennen fielded the ball but committed an
B. Bowman, p 1
0
0
2
Johnson, p
2
0
0
0
and one run scored on an error. After three error on the throw which allowed Monnens
L. Bowman, lf 2
0
0
0
frames the score was 8 to 1. Five more runs to score all the way from first.
Anderson, 1b
2
0
0
0
made the final 13 to 5. The win over
B. Card, 2b
4
1
4
1
Marystown moved them into a first place tie August 28, 1952
Geroy, c
4
3
9
2
with Veseli.
Hanson, cf
4
2
0
0
Marystown Advances to D-R-S Playoff
Bluntach, ss
4
1
1
4
Finals, Defeat New Market Twice
39
10
27
11
New Prague 26, Marystown 6
*No box scores are available.
No game summary available
Marystown advanced to the D-R-S
Marystown
123 101 113—13
playoff finals by copping two straight victoLawrence
Lake
000
000 103— 6
July 10, 1952
ries from loop titlist, New market. Barney
Riesgraf hurled both victories, winning the
Webster Upsets Marystown, 8-2
Webster broke a 2-2 deadlock in the first game by a 7-2 count and the final con- E—Marystown 4, Lawrence Lake 7.
RBIs—Pekarna, Kunz, Dean, B. Hennen
tenth inning to notch their first win of the test by the score of 6 to 3.
Both teams collected 12 hits in the two 3, B. Theis, W. Hennen 2, B. Card,
season. Wierke on the mound for Webster
gave up 12 hits but the Marystown club games, but the Marystown boys outscored Anderson, Hanson. 2B—Pekarna, Kunz,
Geroy, Bluntach. 3B—W. Hennen, Geroy.
couldn’t score after its two-run first inning. their rivals by an 11 to 5 margin.
BB—Riesgraf 1. SO—Riesgraf—9.
Marystown got its runs on three hits.
Tony Kunz, earl Dean, and Bill Hennen September 4, 1952
September 18, 1952
singled. Then two walks and an error scored Defeat Inver Grove in Regional, 8-7
the only two Marystown runs of the game.
Marystown defeated Inver Grove of the Good Showing in State Tourney
Marystown lost to Pine City, 7 to 4, in
Dakota County League, 6-5, to move into
the second round of tournament play.
Barney Riesgraf from Carver joined the final round of regional play.
Pine City drew first blood by counting
the Marystown team and pitched his first
twice in the second frame and once each in
game against New Market.
Marystown Defeats Dresselville, 17-3
Marystown advanced to the state tour- fourth and fifth before Marystown could
July 24, 1952
nament by capturing the 6-B regional crown push a runner around the sacks. Down 4-0
Marystown 7, New Market 2
by swamping Dresselville, which had de- in the bottom of the fifth, Marystown tallied
Marystown managed to get only three feated Savage. Fritz Vosejpka, a drafted a brace of markers on two hits. Carl Wagner
hits of the pitching of Gary Berseng, but were pitcher from Veseli, set Dresselville down started the comeback by gaining first on a
aided by six New Market errors. Joe Pekarna with six scattered hits. Manager Earl Dean’s miscue. Successive solitaries by W. Hennen
and Tony Kunz had a field day, stealing nine crew hammered out an even dozen blows and Riesgraf narrowed the edge to 4-2.
Both teams scored a run in the sixth. B.
bases between them. Pekarna had six thefts, and were aided by eight Dresselville errors
Hennen drew a free ticket, J. Kunz singled,
including a steal of home. Kunz stole home and nine base on balls.
and Hennen countered as Wagner was
twice.
grounding out.
September 11, 1952
Pine City picked up two runs in the
Marystown Gets Zero Hits but Wins
Marystown Wins 1st Tournament Game
eighth
to go ahead 7-3. Marystown scored
Game; Beats St. Benedict, 8-1
Marystown defeated Lawrence Lake,
On Monday night under the lights at East Itasca titlists, 13 to 6, to advance in its final tally in the last of the same canto.
Jordan, baseball fans saw a team suffer a no- state tournament play. Marystown unleashed Earl Dean scored the last run of the season.
hitter but come out a winner. St. Benedict a 17-hit attack and started the scoring early
pitcher Donny Lambrecht’s wildness ac- in the game with a single run in the first, two
counted for numerous hit batsmen and walks. in the second, and three in the third inning.
In addition his teammates made seven erBarney Riesgraf had things in control
rors to help Marystown win this unusual until the ninth when Lawrence Lake scored
game, 8 to 1.
three runs on four hits.
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Many local positions
open for election this fall
Most people are aware of the upcoming presidential election, but they may not be aware that there will
be many other names on the ballot this fall.
This year, all seats in the U.S. House of Representatives and Minnesota House of Representatives are
up for election. Two seats on the Scott County Board
--Commissioner District 2 (Spring Lake, Credit River,
Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships, and the cities of Elko, New Market, and precinct 6 in the City of
Savage) and Commissioner District 4 (The City of Prior
Lake, and precincts 7 and 9 in the City of Shakopee)
-- will also be up for election. The filing period for
these seats is July 6-20 at the Scott County Government Center.
City elections will also be held in Belle Plaine
(mayor and two council seats), Elko (mayor and two
council seats), Jordan (mayor and three council seats),
and New Prague (mayor and two council seats). The

filing period is Aug. 24 through Sept. 7 at their respective city hall.
Township elections will be held in Spring Lake
(two supervisors) and Helena (clerk and one supervisor). The filing period for township elections will be
open Aug. 24 through Sept. 7 with the township clerk.
School District 194 (Lakeville) will have three
school board seats open for election, with the filing
period July 6-20 at the District 194 office.
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District will
have three district supervisor positions up for election,
one in District 1 (City of Belle Plaine, and the townships of Belle Plaine, Helena, Blakeley, and a portion
of New Prague), another in District 2 (Cedar Lake,
Elko, New Market city and township), and one in District 3 (Credit River, Spring Lake, and a portion of
Prior Lake).

You can register to vote now
You don’t need to wait in line on Election Day –
you can register to vote now by completing this form!
(Note: Pre-registration closes 20 days before each election.) If you have any questions or need additional
forms, please call Scott County Elections at (952) 4968560.
Please return your registration to:
Scott County Elections
200 Fourth Ave W
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379
Voter Registration Information
You may register to vote by mail or in person at
one of the following locations:

•
•
•
•

Scott County Government Center, Customer
Service, 200 4th Ave W. (Shakopee)
Scott County libraries
City Halls
Township Halls

You may also obtain a voter registration application from the following web pages:
• www.co.scott.mn.us
• www.sos.state.mn.us
If you are currently registered to vote, you do not
need to register again unless you have moved to a different address, changed your name, or have not voted
at least once within the last four years.

Important Election
Dates in 2004
July 6
July 20
August 13
August 24

Setpember 7
September 11
September 13
September 14
October 1
October 12
October 30
November 1
November 2

Candidate filings open
Candidate filings close at 5 p.m.
Primary Election absentee
ballots available
Voter registration closes for the
Primary Election at 5:00 p.m.
Candidate filings open for city,
school district and township
board elections
Candidate filings close for city,
school district and township
board elections
Open Saturday 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
Open until 5:00 p.m. for
Absentee Voting
Primary Election - All polling
locations will be open from
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
General Election absentee
ballots available
Voter registration closes for the
General Election at 5:00 p.m.
Open Saturday 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
Open until 5:00 p.m. for
Absentee Voting
General Election - All polling
locations will be open from
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Election judges
needed
Election judges are responsible for the administration of election procedures in the voting place on
Election Day. If you are a resident of Scott County,
and are eligible to vote, you may qualify as an election judge. Judges are required to attend a two-hour
training, which certifies them for two years. They may
work at one or several elections during their term of
service. Local political parties must provide lists of
potential judges to each county. Appointments are
made locally by the city council or township board;
giving preference to the parties’ list of names. No more
than half of the election judges in a precinct may be
members of the same major political party.
If you are interested in becoming an Election
Judge, please complete the form below and mail to
your political party at the address below.

ELECTION JUDGE SIGN-UP FORM
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
______________________________________
Phone Number: _________________________
Party Designation: (check your party’s name.)
___ Green
___ Democrat-Farmer-Labor

___ Independence
___ Republican

Green
(612) 871-4585
621 W Lake St Suite 205
Mpls. MN 55408

Independence
(651) 487-9700
1821 University Ave #105
St. Paul MN 55104

Democratic-Farmer-Labor
(651) 293-1200
255 E Plato Blvd
St. Paul MN 55107

Republican
(651) 222-0022
480 Cedar St - #560
St. Paul MN 55101

