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How should Scott County grow?
2030 Comprehensive Plan moves forward
This summer, the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update process is transitioning from the initial stage of
gathering ideas and opinions from County residents
and government leaders to more detailed data collection and analysis. “We are moving from the subjective
to objective stage of the planning inventory process,
where we start collecting the necessary information to
address the key issues that have been identified by residents and public officials,” said Scott County Senior
Planner Brad Davis.
The County’s Planning staff has been sifting
through the volumes of issues that were identified over
the past year by local government officials and the recent countywide public opinion survey. Summaries
of this information is available on the Scott County

To stay informed on the progress being
made by the Technical Work Teams and
Process Steering Committee, or to
learn more about the 2030
Comprehensive Plan Update process
and upcoming meetings or events,
click on the “2030 Comp Plan Update”
under the “Quick Links” section on the
Scott County website, www.co.
scott.mn.us

website at www.co.scott.mn.us.)
From this initial public input, there appears to be
consensus on some important key issues that warrant
further analysis and consideration in the 2030 Plan Update: the costs and impacts of development on public
services and infrastructure; coordination between cities and townships on issues related to land use and
urban expansion; natural resource protection; improvements to the county transportation system; and the provision of public and private utilities to serve long-term
growth. While most of these issues were addressed in
the County’s 2020 Plan, the extraordinary amount of
growth that has occurred since the adoption of that
plan four years ago has tested the Plan’s policies and
implementation.
“The public input to date indicates general agreement that the 2020 Comprehensive Plan included
sound land use goals and policies. The current Plan,
which was adopted in 2001, has improved the way in
which Scott County manages growth and its associated impacts— but improvements can be made and
the scope needs to be expanded,” said Principal Planner Tom Kreykes. “This is why we are going to build
on the 2020 Plan’s goals and policies to address the
important issues that need further consideration.”
This spring, four Technical Work Teams were established to focus on these emerging priority issues.
Organized into four topical areas (Natural Resources
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN to page 2

Summer fun!
This issue of the SCENE is loaded with
ideas for summer activities for residents
of all ages. Look inside beginning on Page
6 to start planning your summer.

Scott County teens serve as teachers, role models
Avoiding drugs, alcohol, bullying are topics taught by youth for youth

Teen teacher Melonie Bronx, a student at Jordan High School, worked
with sixth-grade students at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague.

How much do you know about alcohol, tobacco, the effects of advertising, stress, depression, bullying, or other
issues going on in a sixth grader’s life?
Some Scott County teens have learned
a lot about these topics, and are sharing
their information with local elementary
students.
The Youth Teaching Youth Program has been in existence in Scott
County for 17 years. Teens in 9th – 12th
grade volunteer their time and knowledge to make a difference in other young
people’s lives, teaching them about
healthy behaviors and issues they will
be facing in the near future. The Youth
Teaching Youth program focuses on selfesteem building and creating decisionmaking skills for all who teach and are
taught in the program. It is based on the

theory that children and adolescents are
most influenced by their peers. The teen
teachers also serve as role models for
the elementary students.
The program has three major curricula available to elementary schools:
Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions, Talking with TJ, and It’s Your Choice.
Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions, the
longest running program, is presented to
fourth or fifth grade students in three
one-hour sessions. Each session focuses
on a different aspect, such as the facts
of alcohol, peer pressure, advertising,
and wise decision making. Elementary
students are actively involved in each
session through educational activities,
group discussions, and role-playing.
Talking with TJ is a program for secTEEN TEACHERS to page 3

Highway work ahead

Master Gardeners plan tour

City to Country Tour

A number of County
roads will be receiving
upgrades this summer.
Page 4

If you want to see beautiful yards and
gardens, turn to the “masters” of
gardening on their July 16 tour.
Page 13

Advance tickets are
available for the Sept. 24
City to Country Tour.
Page 16
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Quick quiz question -- What do the following Scott County citizens have in
common: Elmer Otto, Herb Baldwin, Virgil Pint, Jane Breimhorst, Marjorie
Henderson, Julie Hilden (and her dog Ole), Tom Weckman, Lavonne Schmitt,
Patti Sotis, and Scott Churchill? Beautiful people? Well, maybe. Brilliant thinkers? Quite possibly. Upstanding citizens? More than likely. But there is something else… something more tangible and less subjective. Give up? Well, if you
answered that they are all volunteers for Scott County, you’re correct!
These community leaders — and many more of their colleagues — were recently recognized by the Scott County Board of Commissioners for their “selfless
dedication” to “enhancing the lives of our citizens and promoting the betterment
of our communities.” During a Volunteer Recognition Ceremony held on April
30, the Scott County Board thanked the citizens for volunteering and giving of
their time, talent, energy, and expertise. The Commissioners noted that the County
benefits both financially and quantitatively by our citizen volunteers; for example,
in 2004, 181 volunteers donated 11,712 hours of their time in volunteer services to
the County. This amounts to over $200,000 worth of value to our community. But
as the Commissioners noted in their remarks, it is about far more than mere money.
It’s about sacrifice, it’s about helping others, it’s about community support – in
short, it’s about you.
Volunteers perform an array of diverse functions in our communities. They
serve on citizen advisory committees, provide staff support in our facilities, serve
as drivers, and perform as library aides, they prepare and deliver meals, serve in
emergency assistance roles (such as Sheriff Mounted Reserves, SAFCOM weather
spotters, and Patrol Reserves), and they provide interpretation, transportation, friendship, education, and assistance to the elderly and disabled… just to name a few.
Our volunteers come from all walks of life, and they serve the greater good as
individuals or as part of a family, a neighborhood, or a civic or religious group.
Yet they all share one thing in common: they generously give of the gift of themselves.
On a daily basis, I witness the benefits of the service provided by our volunteers. And the maxim is true — our citizens volunteer not for profit or private gain,
but for the public good. In this day and age, it sounds almost too good to be true,
but volunteerism is a value that remains intrinsic to our society. It is alive and
thriving in our communities. The old adage we could not have done it without you
is more than appropriate — our staff depends upon our many volunteers for advice, direction, support, and assistance. Citizen volunteers are not a “bonus” or a
nicety, they are an essential part of the County’s operation, not to mention our lives
and businesses.
Volunteerism is not only about giving, it is also about receiving. Volunteers
enjoy new experiences, meeting new people, learning new skills, applying existing
or new talents, renewing job skills, and even updating their resumes. One of the
greatest benefits of volunteering is feeling good about yourself and what you are
doing for those less fortunate. Last but hardly least, being on the receiving end of
a simple “thank you” is an amazing incentive. When you can help someone else
— which in turn supports our larger community — there is no greater feeling.
So next time you run into people like Bill Schmokel and his son Jeff, Ron
Ceminsky, Mary Petrick, Robert Wiley, Allen Bartyzal, Jim and Betty Jilek, George
and Marion Frank, Barry and Betty Dickson, or the Zurn brothers (Dan, Greg, and
Tim), thank them for their time and talent. Thank them and all other volunteers
you know for helping ensure the source of our greatest pride: the quality of our life
and the depth of our community support.
The volunteer spirit is alive in our communities. It’s one thing worth catching.
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about volunteering and
the options available, please call our Community Coordinator, Jane Wiley at (952)
496-8169. Jane is always ready to assist you!

and Parks; Transportation and Trails;
Land Use, Public Utilities and Urban Expansion; and People and Public Safety)
these technical work teams are comprised of technical staff from cities,
townships, counties, SMSC, schools and
state agencies. These Work Teams will
meet throughout the summer to provide
more detailed analysis of the key issues
and develop models, technical considerations, and recommendations for 2030
Plan Update policies.
In addition to the work teams, a Process Steering Committee made up of
business representatives, citizens, and
governnment officials has also been established to lead the overall Plan Update process. The Committee will identify further opportunities for education
and public outreach (e.g., open houses,
public meetings, focus groups, plan
adoption process). “This group will be
focused on process-related issues to ensure perspectives from all stakeholders
are recognized and addressed as part of
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the planning process,” said Bob Vogel,
County Board Chair..
Members of the Process Steering
Committee include Bob Vogel, County
Board Chair; Herb Baldwin, County
Planning Commission Chair; Dave
Unmacht, County Administrator; Ray
Huber, County Planning Commission
Member; Cy Wolf, Scott County Township Association Chair; Jack Haugen,
Mayor of Prior Lake; Fred Corrigan,
City Resident; Bill Schneider, Township
Resident; and Lisa Kohner, County Public Affairs Coordinator.
To stay informed on the progress
being made by the Technical Work
Teams and Process Steering Committee,
or to learn more about the overall 2030
Comprehensive Plan Update process
and upcoming meetings or events, click
on the “2030 Comp Plan Update” under the “Quick Links” section. For future opportunities to provide input on the
Plan Update, please contact Tom
Kreykes at (952) 496-8839.

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except where indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agendas, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary Tracy
Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Tracy Cervenka at
tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Community Corrections Act Advisory Committee (5 vacancies). Scott
County is seeking citizen volunteers (one from each of the five Commissioner
districts) to serve on the Scott County Community Corrections Advisory Board.
This newly created Board will be responsible for making recommendations to the
Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections.
Additionally, the Advisory Board will assist in the development, implementation,
and annual update of the comprehensive plan for correctional programs and services. The Advisory Board will be comprised of law enforcement officials, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens.
The committee will meet regularly throughout the year. Advisory Board members
will be appointed by the Scott County Board of Commissioners and shall serve
two-year terms to a maximum of three appointments. Persons of color and from
various ethnic groups are encouraged to apply.
Community Health Advisory Committee (4 vacancies). The Community
Health Advisory Committee is comprised of at-large citizens and one youth-atlarge representative. Members are appointed for two year terms. There are currently three at-large vacancies and one youth-at-large vacancy on this Committee.
This is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. The Committee
helps with planning and community integration of public health services and make
policy and budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets four times per year.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is
one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. The Resource Council participates in the
formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the
County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and
community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. The Resource Council meets quarterly on the third Monday of
the first month of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). The Personnel Board of Appeals
consists of three at-large citizen representatives. Members are appointed for threeyear terms. Currently, there is a vacancy for one of these positions. The Board is
responsible for making findings and reporting to the County Board upon the filing
of an appeal by an applicant, employee, or appointing authority under certain circumstances. The Board meets as needed.
New Options Advisory Committee The New Options Advisory Committee
is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are
three vacancies on this Committee representing the business community and parents of New Options clients. This Committee provides oversight for program
planning and represents the individuals served by the program, the employers,
applicable professions and the community at large. The Committee meets four
times per year on Monday evenings.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

June/July 2005 Scott County SCENE Page 3

Protecting groundwater is a top priority
Recently, one of our neighboring
counties found themselves in the news
regarding several wells that were discovered to be contaminated with various
chemicals. The financial and emotional
impact of groundwater contamination on
nearby homes and/or communities can
be huge. What can we do to prevent such
a thing from happening in Scott County?
Many Scott County communities
now recognize the importance of defining where their groundwater (in other
words, their city well water) is coming
from. This process is called a “Wellhead Protection Study.” The purpose of
such a study is to identify the actual areas within the ground from which their
city water is being pumped. Armed with
that knowledge, a city can then prepare
a plan to protect those areas from potential contamination. Proactive communities are recognizing that it is much
more cost effective to prevent contamination from occurring when compared
with the cost of correcting the problem
or drilling new wells once the contamination has already occurred.
Both Scott County’s Groundwater
Plan and Comprehensive Land Use Plan
will be helpful, particularly when used
in conjunction with GIS (Geographic
Information System) technology, in the
effort to protect our valuable groundwater resources. While both plans were

prepared separately, they will work well
together for this purpose. These tools
will allow local governments to pinpoint
land uses which are proposed within areas that feature groundwater concerns,
so that additional steps can be taken to
address any necessary groundwater protection measures. As municipalities refine their wellhead protection plans, this
information can also be installed into the
County’s GIS database in order to help
coordinate planning among and between
jurisdictions with respect to land uses
and groundwater protection.
Wellhead protection areas are zones
where the soils allow rain water and
other surface waters to seep into aquifers that the well(s) are pumping from.
Communities have recognized the importance of protecting their municipal
water supplies for centuries, especially
when their water sources came from
lakes and rivers. Groundwater, on the
other hand, has been somewhat of a
poorly understood resource for most
communities. The reality of exactly
where well water comes from has been,
in some cases, an expensive lesson in
hydrogeology. Some communities, as a
result of their ignorance regarding their
local hydrogeology, have discovered the
importance of learning about the source
of their groundwater after being forced
to shut down city wells due to ground-

water contamination. Drilling new and
deeper wells is expensive.
While the old saying “ignorance is
bliss” is sometimes true, better knowledge regarding local hydrology can
prove to be extremely valuable. Many
communities have discovered that they
recently approved large developments of
some sort right over the top of their
newly defined wellhead protection areas. Now they need to deal with the cost
of groundwater protection in this area
while sorting out the complicating factors of land use, ownership, and cost
distribution. With the rapid development in Scott County, communities are
beginning to consider how to protect
their groundwater. In some cases they
will not like what they discover. We
have known since the early 1980s that
some areas within Scott County are
highly susceptible to groundwater contamination – and some land uses within
these areas might present a major concern to the quality of nearby groundwater. When something is spilled onto the
soil surface or finds its way into sedimentation ponds or on-site sewage systems, that chemical can create a real
threat to groundwater in the vicinity.
These issues are addressed in the Scott
County Groundwater Plan in a proactive
fashion.
So, what about private wells? Pri-

vate wells are also at risk for groundwater contamination. We already know that
over 50 wells within a relatively small
area in northwestern Scott County have
elevated nitrate levels. That contamination most likely came from surrounding
land uses, such as the use of agricultural
fertilizers, nearby on-site sewage treatment systems, or possibly contaminated
surface waters which drain into the
highly permeable soils that recharge the
aquifer serving those wells. The wells
that are most likely affected were drilled
prior to 1974 and are drawing water
from a shallow limestone aquifer. However, nitrate levels have also been shown
to be increasing within the deeper Jordan Sandstone aquifer. This is a trend
that could have a significantly negative
impact on many of the newer wells.
Special well construction methods are
required for new wells that are located
in these areas. Land use practices that
might present a risk to the shallow aquifer in these areas must also be evaluated,
with steps taken to control the situation
whenever possible. Testing your well
water can be arranged through the Scott
County Environmental Health Department. Call or stop by our office in the
Government Center, or visit our
webpage at www.co.scott.mn.us , click
on “County Services,” “Environmental,”
“Water,” and “Well Water Information.

Free forms for Health
Care Directives available
Do you want the right to control
your health care decisions? If so, you
need to let people know what your beliefs and desires are involving health care
directives. You can download free forms
and suggestions on how to fill out the
forms at www.fsos2.che.umn.edu/stum/
default.html, or you can go to the Extension homepage at www.extension.
umn.edu/mnext.html. If you do not have
access to the Internet, call the Scott
County Office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 4925410 and ask them to send you a set of
materials.
When you go to these websites,
there will be four parts listed. You will

need to download all four pieces of the
process. There will be forms — but
you’ll also find help in how to put your
wishes into words. It’s often difficult to
know what kinds of issues should be
covered, so these materials will lead you
through the types of questions you will
want to think about as you complete the
directive and talk to your family.
This is an important document,
needed quickly in a medical crisis. Most
doctors will put your directive on file in
your medical record, as will hospitals.
Put a copy in your safe, but be sure your
chosen decision-making agent also has
a copy. If you travel, take a copy with
you.

Teen teachers
ond and third graders. The teens teach
the students to understand other peoples’
points of view, identify ways to control
anger, and develop healthy ways to work
out problems. Because of the popularity of this program and demand from
schools, this program is currently undergoing some updating to include bullying as a major part of the curriculum.
The It’s Your Choice program puts
teens into fifth and sixth grade classrooms. In nine sessions throughout the
school year, they teach about issues such
as cliques, bullying, peer pressure, tobacco, depression, and stress, as well as
many other important issues.
The Youth Teaching Youth Program
originally started with 10 teens teaching
325 students in five elementary schools.
During the 2004-2005 school year, there
were 69 teens teaching almost 2,000 elementary students in 15 schools and 84
classrooms throughout the County.
In order to become a teen teacher
for any of the Scott County Youth Teaching Youth programs, students must
promise to remain drug and alcohol free.
They are serving as positive role models — and the elementary students re-

From Page 1

ally do look up to them. Teens that teach
the program are required to attend training sessions to learn the curriculum and
the characteristics of elementary students. Teens attend up to 15 hours of
training at the beginning of each school
year to be able to go into the classrooms.
Originally, the Youth Teaching
Youth program was funded by grants.
The Youth Teaching Youth Programs
now rely on a small fee from the participating schools and private donations
from community groups. The Scott
County Office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service would like to
thank the following groups: the Scott
County Pork Producers; the Jordaness
Lions; the Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative; the Ladies Auxiliary to
VFW Gopher Post 5145; the Shakopee
American Legion Auxiliary, VFW Post
4046; and the Shakopee Eagles Aerie
4120. Their donations enable the program to grow.
If you would like more information
about the Scott County Youth Teaching
Youth program, contact the Scott County
Office of the University of Minnesota
Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.

Among those participating in Future Leaders of Scott County Day
were (l. to r.) Commissioner Jon Ulrich, students Casey Martinez,
Devon Marschall, Justin Siemieniewski, Melissa Marohl, and
Commmissioner Barbara Marschall.

Annual Future Leaders Day
proves to be a smashing success
On Friday, April 8, 100 Scott County
area junior high and middle school students participated in the “Future Leaders of Scott County Day,” due in large
part to the contributions and hospitality
of local American Legions and Veterans
of Foreign Wars: American Legion Post
No. 2 (Shakopee); Charles Borak American Legion Post No. 45 (New Prague);
Leo B. Neubeiser American Legion Post
No. 144 (Belle Plaine); Dan Patch
American Legion Post No. 643 (Savage); Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No.
4046 (Shakopee); Veterans of Foreign
Wars Gopher Post No. 5145 (New
Prague); and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 6208 (Prior Lake).
From providing volunteers to assist with guiding the 7th, 8th, and 9th graders through the day to donating a pizza
and salad lunch for the students and
County officials and staff, “Scott County
simply could not have held such a successful and enlightening event such as
this year’s ‘Future Leaders Day’ if it
hadn’t been from the unbelievable generosity of our local veterans associations,” said Scott County Administrator
David Unmacht.
This event, now in its fourth year,
draws civics and government students
from throughout Scott County to the
Government Center to experience an

entire day with County officials and
staff, from one-on-one mentoring time
to participation in a mock County Board
meeting or a mock trial. “It’s a rather
intensive look at local government,” said
Unmacht. “It’s amazing how much the
kids learn – and enjoy – over the course
of one day. And the response from parents, teachers, and students alike has
been tremendous!” Brad Robb, a teacher
at Eagle Ridge Junior High in Prior
Lake, summarized the day: “… the students just came back glowing and excited. It was neat to see how much fun
they had, while learning at the same
time… an extraordinary program!”
Similarly, for the last four years,
members of the local American Legions
and VFW posts have been contributing
the time, talent, and other needed resources to ensure the event’s success. “In
keeping with their legacy of selfless generosity and civic pride, Scott County’s
veterans continue to provide our youth
with a model of service to our country,
responsible citizenship, and personal
dedication,” remarked Scott County
Board Chair Bob Vogel. “On behalf of
the entire County Board, officials, and
staff, I thank each and every one of them
for their help in making ‘Future Leaders of Scott County Day’ happen.”
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2005 highway construction projects get underway
Ahhh… summer. Birds singing, flowers blooming, kids giggling, and the smell of … hot tar. Of
course, it couldn’t possibly be summer without road
construction – but remember, short-term pain makes
for long-term gain! Here are the major County road
projects scheduled for this season:
Preservation
1. CSAH 3 from TH 25 to TH 169 — Overlay
2. CSAH 46 from Dakota County Line to
CSAH 86 — Overlay
3. CSAH 5 in Belle Plaine Township —
Replace Bridge #92776
4. CSAH 15 in Helena Township— Replace
Bridge #L3049
Management
5. CSAH 1 at CR 60/CSAH 6 — Intersection
improvements and Bridge work
6. CSAH 2 at TH 13 — Roundabout
7. CSAH 8 at Railroad Crossing — Railroad
Crossing Signal/Gates
8. CSAH 12 thru Stemmer Ridge Development
— Realignment
9. CSAH 17 at Railroad Crossing in Shakopee
— Railroad Crossing Gates
10. CSAH 27 at CSAH 16 — Signal Installation
11. CSAH 64 at TH 169 — Interchange
12. CSAH 66 at TH 21/Hillside — Intersection
improvements
Expansion
13. CSAH 2 from Church Street to I-35 —
Reconstruction
14. Future CSAH 16 (17th Avenue) from CSAH

15 to CR 79 and CR 79 from TH 169 to
Hillwood Drive — Construction
15. CSAH 21 from CSAH 27 to Dakota County
line — Reconstruction

County hires new engineer
Baseball and road construction...that’s pretty much how new Scott
County Engineer Mitch Rasmussen
sums up his typical summer. And joining the County at a time of ever-increasing population growth and development,
Mitch is not only ready for the challenge,
he’s eager for it.
“It’s difficult managing infrastructure needs in times of very tight budget
constraints, but that’s part of the reason
I was interested in working for Scott
County. There are some great opportunities in those challenges. Of course,”
Rasmussen added, “I also wanted to
have the chance to be involved with
rather significant transportation projects
too.”
If anyone’s qualified to tackle major infrastructure projects, it’s
Rasmussen. After graduating from South
Dakota State University with a degree
in civil engineering, his professional
experience has taken him from Pine
County (as a survey crew chief) to Dakota County (as assistant construction
engineer and assistant design engineer
– “two jobs, one paycheck,” Rasmussen
noted with a smile), from Rice County
(county engineer) to the City of
Burnville (director of engineering and
infrastructure). “I’m really excited to be
here in Scott County,” he added. “I’ve
spent a lot of time in the local government ranks, and I know what kind of
great opportunities are here.”

New Scott County Engineer Mitch
Rasmussen expects his summer
to be filled with baseball and road
construction.
Rasmussen and Peggy, his wife of
almost 18 years, live in Rice County (“in
the country, between Northfield,
Faribault, and Lonsdale”) with their
three sons, Luke (16), Shane (14), and
Kyle (13)… all avid baseball players.
“In fact, my oldest son played on a national all-star traveling team last summer,” said Rasmussen. “So, yes, my
summers really are all about baseball and
road construction.”

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.

For more information on these projects, please visit
www.co.scott.mn.us, use the drop-down “Quick
Links” box and select “Highway Information.”

SWCD News

No-till drill, grass seeder
rentals are available
Looking for some inexpensive notill equipment for your land? The Scott
SWCD has three drills and a hand seeder
available for rental. Rentals for all our
equipment is taken on a first come, first
served basis.
The district has worked hard to promote and encourage no-till production
in Scott County because of the environmental and economic benefits it provides. It is encouraging that many
people have responded positively to this
alternative method of crop production.
The John Deere 1560 no-till drill
model has a planting width of 15 feet.
The drill is equipped for soybeans and
small grain, with a grass seed attachment
to inter-seed alfalfa or renovate pastures.
The most common practice of no-till has
been solid seeding soybeans or sorghum
into corn residue.
The Great Plains No-till Drill has
a planting width of seven feet. The drill
is equipped for seeding native grasses,
small grain, grass, and legumes. Boxes
allow for seeding a variety of grasses and
legumes. The drill is also very useful in
renovating pastures and seeding waterways and filter strips.
The Brillion Grass Seeder has a
planting width of ten feet. The seeder is
equipped for seeding native grasses, alfalfa, brome grass, and turf grasses. The
drill is very useful in seeding filter strips,
lawns, CRP fields, and waterways. This
drill in intended to be used on clean
tilled land only.
The Native Grass and Wildflower
hand seeder is ideal for areas that are
too small, too steep, or inaccessible for
other types of seeding equipment. Areas one to two acres or less are perfect
candidates for this piece of equipment.
If you are interested in renting any

of the above equipment, or would like
more information, please contact Scott
Schneider or Jodi Worm at the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District office
at (952) 492-5425.
SEPTIC SYSTEM FAILING?
The Agriculture Best Management Practices Loan Program (Ag
BMP Program) helps to provide lowinterest loans to farmers and other rural
landowners for the mitigation and prevention of non-point source pollution.
The program is funded through the State
Revolving Fund (SRF), which was a result of the 1987 Federal Clean Water Act.
Low interest loans are available to
farmers and rural landowners in Scott
County to bring their septic systems into
conformance with water quality standards. In addition, low-interest loans are
also available for livestock holding facilities and also to help implement other
stormwater control practices such as
those needed to protect streambank,
lakeshore, roadside, and agricultural land
from erosion.
These low-interest loans have an
interest rate of 3 percent (plus a 1½ percent origination fee).
Program Facts
• Projects must be located in rural Scott
County.
• Must be put towards replacing an
existing failing system.
• The project must be pre-approved by
the Scott SWCD before any work
begins.
• Applicant may borrow up to 75 percent
of the cost of the project, with a
maximum loan amount of $50,000.
• Application packets can be obtained
by contacting Shelly Tietz at the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5412.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

SMSC to build treatment
facility for wastewater
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community has begun construction of
a sanitary wastewater treatment facility
to treat wastewater from all residences
and Community enterprises located
south of County Road 42. “Having our
own wastewater treatment facility increases sovereignty, facilitates future
planning, and decreases dependence on
other jurisdictions,” said SMSC Chairman Stanley R. Crooks.
The facility will utilize BAF (Biologically Aerated Filtration) technology,
a continuous flow process developed in
Europe where land is at a premium and
water quality standards are very high.
The facility will have no odor or noise
evident outside of the building and very
high quality treatment. Effluent (clean
treated water that flows out of the treatment facility) will be used for irrigation
water for the Community’s new golf
course, The Meadows at Mystic Lake.
Biosolids (solids left over after processing) will be used for fertilizer.
Since 1989 the SMSC has used a
sewer system connected to the Metropolitan Council’s Blue Lake Treatment
Plant in Shakopee which discharges effluent into the Minnesota River. For the
past ten years, the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community has

been considering development of a
wastewater treatment facility located on
Community land.
The wastewater facility will provide
preliminary treatment through the use of
screens and a vortex grit removal system. The facility will also provide primary, secondary, and tertiary treatment.
Additional post-tertiary treatment includes media filtration, reverse osmosis,
and UV disinfection. Control of the
wastewater treatment facility is provided
by a computer-based system which provides control and monitoring of all
equipment. The support facilities for the
plant include a standby power generator and laboratory services to perform
the testing required to assure proper operation of the facility.
Construction on the facility began
in February 2005, and will take approximately 18 months to complete. The general contractor is Rice Lake Construction.
The SMSC utilizes its financial resources from gaming and non-gaming
enterprises to pay for all of the internal
infrastructure of the Tribe, including
housing, roads, water and sewer systems,
emergency services, and essential services to its tribal members in education,
health, and welfare.

Computers, TVs will soon
be banned from landfills
In 2003, the Minnesota Legislature
passed a law that will ban the disposal
of electronics containing a cathode ray
tube (CRT) which are found in computer
monitors and televisions in landfills. A
CRT is what used to be called a “picture
tube.” The Minnesota Statutes
115A.9565 states: Effective July 1,
2005, a person may not place in mixed
municipal solid waste (MSW) an electronic product containing a cathoderay tube. This legislation is scheduled
to take effect July 1, 2005. Minnesota
will be among the first four states to
implement a CRT ban. CRTs are considered the single largest source of lead

in Minnesota’s solid waste, containing
5-8 pounds of lead per unit. Lead makes
up approximately 20 percent of each
CRT. The ban will keep toxic lead out
of landfills and will increase the amount
of materials being recycled. The CRTs
will need to be brought to a recycling
facility once the ban takes effect.
There are currently several local
options where residents can take their
computer monitors, televisions, and
other electronic components. Some
businesses charge per item and some
charge by the pound. Pick ups can be
arranged as well.

Materials Processing Corporation
2805 W Service Road Eagan
Businesses call (651) 681-7365
Residents call (952) 681-8099
Mon-Fri 7:30-3:45

Accepts all electronics. Charges by
pound or by the piece. Items can be
dropped off or pick-up can be
arranged.

South Metro Resource Recovery
3230 130th St. W. Shakopee (952)
746-5676 Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat. 7-12

Charges by the piece. Drop off only.
Accepts all electronics.

Buckingham Recycling
5980 Credit River Rd., Prior Lake
(952) 226-6444

Charges $0.75 per lb for computers.
TVs, VCRs, and other electronics
priced per piece.

Waste Management Asset Recovery
Group 2650 W. Cliff Rd. Burnsville
(952) 890-3248 Mon-Fri 6:30-6:00,
Sat 7:00-2:00

Accepts all electronics from
businesses and general public.
Charge is by the item. Drop off only.

Certified Appliance Recycling
2090 County Road 42, Unit 104
Burnsville (962) 898-1448
Mon-Thu. 8-6, Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4

Accepts electronics and appliances.
Charge is per piece. Items can be
dropped off or pick-up can be
arranged.

Please call the Scott County Environmental Department at (952) 496-8473
for more information.

Waste pesticide collection for Scott
County businesses, farmers
Monday, June 20, 9 a.m. to noon
Participants must pre-register by calling Scott County at (952) 496-8652
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

SMSC -- Environmentally friendly
Over the years, I have had an opportunity to work with a lot of people and
governmental jurisdictions. Many hold environmental protection at different levels in prioritizing their resources and objectives as they face growth. One community that I have always been impressed with is the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC).
I recall one of the first contacts I had from a member of the SMSC came from
a resident living in a mobile home on the north reservation near Pike Lake. I don’t
recall her name now, but she called to ask for assistance with a failing sewage
treatment system. I found it somewhat remarkable at that time because there were
literally hundreds of failing systems around the County and it was very unique to
receive a call from a person about their own system. Recognizing the jurisdictional issues, I made a few phone calls and put her in touch with someone who
could help.
About that same time, a member of the Community had started up a diseased
tree burning facility to handle all of the Dutch Elm trees that were being hauled out
of the metropolitan area. Realizing that they did not need any state or local permits, I found it remarkable that Amos Crooks and his wife took the time to come in
to ask for advice on how to do this so it wouldn’t result in smoke or other problems
for surrounding communities. Later, when they were approached by a local contractor looking to dispose of contaminated concrete from the old Pollution Control’s
Incorporated Hazardous Waste Incinerator site in Shakopee, Mr. Crooks called me
for advice and I met with him on the site to check out the first load and advise him
of my concerns. This was before the concept of a gambling casino or bingo facility were even being considered, and I could tell that money was tight. Mr. Crooks
could have simply accepted the money and the waste, but he thought to ask for my
advice. Demonstrating a concern for the environment, he declined to receive any
more of this waste and had what was already hauled there removed.
Then came the Little Six Bingo palace and eventually Mystic Lake Casino and
prosperity to the small community. Still, environmental concerns were very high
on the Community’s agenda. They hired an excellent staff of environmentalists to
guide them in making decisions and to oversee construction and operations in an
environmentally friendly way. Under the excellent guidance of Stan Ellison and
his team of environmentalists, they addressed all of the sewage treatment issues,
eventually connected every resident to municipal sewer, sealed all of the abandoned wells, organized waste collection, and held regular collections for household hazardous waste. Stan’s team helped us with our County’s initial one-day
household hazardous waste collections, which were very labor intensive. They
also provided staff and equipment to help with the cleanup of an old auto salvage
dump in Belle Plaine. Over the past several years, we have coordinated the review
of various developments in the vicinity of the reservation and most recently are
working in a coordinated fashion with the Minnesota Geological Survey to develop comprehensive information on our shared geology and ground water resources. Stan and his team participate in numerous groups of regional and local
officials who deal with land use, development, and environmental issues.
Their new waste water treatment plant (see adjacent article) is another example of their dedication to achieving the best environmental protection available
for their community. They set a very high standard for those of us who strive to
protect the environment, and I applaud the commitment the Community has demonstrated over the years.

HHW Facility closed July 2
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility is continuing to serve the residents of our County
by helping them with the proper disposal
of their household hazardous chemicals
(such as paint, stain, automotive chemicals, pesticides, fluorescent lamps or
tubes, rechargeable batteries, mercury
thermometers, etc.) So far this year, our
resident participation rates are running
well above our previous averages. As
our population continues to increase, this
upward trend will likely continue.
The Scott County HHW Facility is
located at 588 Country Trail East (Hwy
282), just ½ mile west of the intersection of Minnesota Highways 13 and 282,
and County Road 17. The facility is
open on Wednesday from 12 noon to 6
p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m. until 12
noon. The HHW Facility will be closed
for the following holiday weekends
throughout the remainder of 2005: the
4th of July weekend, Labor Day weekend, and the Thanksgiving weekend, as
well as the period of December 20
through January 5.
Be sure to also visit our RE-USE
Room, which offers a wide assortment

of good usable items for free, including
paint, stain, varnish, paint thinner, putty,
adhesives, automotive chemicals, yard
and garden products, and assorted
household cleaning items. Anyone can
visit our RE-USE Room, as long as they
are over 18 years of age or accompanied by an adult. Remember that the
RE-USE Room closes 15 minutes before the designated HHW Facility closing time. For more information on the
Scott County HHW Program, visit
www.co.scott.mn.us and click on “Quick
Links” and then “Household Hazardous
Waste.”
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Libraries will be buzzin’ for summer reading program
What’s Buzzin’ At Your Library? That’s this
year’s theme for the Scott County Library’s Summer
Reading Program at all seven of our branches, starting
Monday, June 13 and running until Saturday, August 13. Studies show that kids who don’t read regularly over the summer can actually read at a lower level
when they return to school in the fall. The Scott County
Libraries hate to see that happen, so we offer this reading incentive program for kids of all ages, separated
into three groups:
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
For kids who haven’t yet been to kindergarten
Sign up June 13 or later. Receive a reading record,
take it home, and keep track of how many library books
are read to you. Bring back records to receive a sticker
for every five books you read and prize for each completed record (up to three).
SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
For kids who have finished kindergarten through
5th grade
Sign up June 13 or later. Receive bookmarks, take
them home, and color in one track for every 20 minutes you read library materials (or have them read to
you). Bring completed bookmarks back to the library
for prizes:
♦ Bookmark #1: What’s Buzzin’ bookmark
♦ Bookmark #2: Old Country Buffet coupon
♦ Bookmark #3: What’s Buzzin’ plastic tote bag
♦ Bookmark #4: Papa Murphy’s mini-pizza
coupon
♦ Bookmark #5: What’s Buzzin’ pencil
♦ Bookmark #6: Creepy Crawler stickers
♦ Bookmark #7: Spider eraser
♦ Bookmark #8: Local branch prize
♦ Bookmark #9: What’s Buzzin’ library card
holder
♦ Bookmark #10: State Fair ticket





TEEN PROGRAM
For kids who have finished 6th grade and up
Sign up June 13 or later and receive a carabiner
Win a “READ” bracelet after reading ten
hours, and a mini-radio after 20 hours
Enter prize drawings by writing quickie re
views

(All prizes are subject to availability -- alternate
prizes may be substituted.)
For more information on our summer reading programs, visit your local Scott County Library branch or
our website at www.scott.lib.mn.us. Many thanks to
MELSA, Old Country Buffet, Papa Murphy’s, and
Minnesota State Fair for generously providing countywide prizes for the summer reading program, and to
the many local businesses who kindly donate prizes
and sponsor performances for individual branches.
WHAT’S BUZZIN’ PERFORMERS
and PROGRAMS
SCOTT COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Along with great prizes and reading incentives,
each library branch will feature lots of fun programs
and performers. More programs may be added throughout the summer – for the most current and complete
listing of performance times and locations, check our
website at www.scott.lib.mn.us and click “Summer
Reading Program.” Programs sponsored by MELSA
and the Scott County Library System unless otherwise
noted.
WEEKLY EVENTS:
Celebrity Storytimes with local Savage notables!
Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 20-Aug 9
SAVAGE
What’s Buzzin’ Storytime
Guest storytellers with tales featuring your favorite little critters! Tuesdays at 11 a.m., June 14-Aug 9
JORDAN
What’s Buzzin’ Storytime

Guest storytellers with tales featuring your favorite
little critters! Tuesdays and Fridays at 11:00 a.m.,
June 14-Aug 12
BELLE PLAINE

Celebrity Storytimes with local Prior Lake notables!
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 15-Aug 10
PRIOR LAKE
Celebrity Storytimes with local Shakopee notables!
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 15-Aug 10
SHAKOPEE
Super Saturday Storytimes
Enjoy tales featuring your favorite little critters!
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m., June 18-Aug 13
SAVAGE
THURSDAY, JUNE 16
Como Park Zoo
Join all the metro public libraries for a special Summer Reading Program kickoff event with special performers, activities, and tours; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (no transportation)

The Amazing Jeffo
Comedy magic with the area’s premiere blind magician! Sponsored by Savage Friends of the Library
SAVAGE – 6:30 p.m.
Bugs Before Time
Explore prehistoric insects
SHAKOPEE – 7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Meet Biscuit!
Costumed character storytime with Biscuit the Dog
NEW PRAGUE - 10:30 a.m.
MONDAY, JUNE 20
Magician Matt Dunn
Action-packed comedy magic
NEW MARKET – 4 p.m.; NEW PRAGUE – 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, JUNE 21
Stephanie the Bat Lady
Fun and informative show includes a live bat
SAVAGE – 1:30 p.m.; SHAKOPEE – 4:00 p.m.
THURSDAY, JUNE 23
Safari Greg -- Sing along with Greg and his joketelling monkey puppet
JORDAN - 4 p.m.; BELLE PLAINE - 6:30 p.m.

Diane Gasch, Puppeteer “Big Bad Wolf’s Mama”
Nine-foot puppet tells the story of how her little boy
is just misunderstood
PRIOR LAKE – 1:30 p.m.
Bugs Before Time -- Explore prehistoric insects
SAVAGE – 7:00 p.m.
TUESDAY, JUNE 28
Make a Bug Book -- Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly
and create your own bug-shaped book
PRIOR LAKE – 10:30 a.m; SHAKOPEE – 1:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
Make a Bug Book -- Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly
and create your own bug-shaped book
NEW MARKET - 1:30 p.m.; SAVAGE - 4:00 p.m.

The Drumming Librarian
Bob Lincoln brings his drums for this interactive
show with a beat
NEW PRAGUE - 1:30 p.m.
Dakota Wild Animals -- Interactive show with live reptiles and small mammals
JORDAN - 1:30 p.m.; BELLE PLAINE - 4:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 15
Bruce the Bug Guy -- Lively and ENTO-taining programs about insects and related arthropods (creepy
crawlies!)
SAVAGE – 10:30 a.m.

4-H Program
BELLE PLAINE - 11:00 a.m.
Bruce the Bug Guy
Lively and ENTO-taining programs about insects
and related arthropods (creepy crawlies!)
Sponsored by N.E.W. Lions
NEW MARKET - 1:30 p.m.
MONDAY, JULY 18
Dakota Wild Animals
Interactive show with reptiles and small mammals
PRIOR LAKE – 4:00 p.m.

Storyteller Bob Gasch
”Are We There Yet?” - fun family vacation stories
Sponsored by James Perry Dental
SHAKOPEE – 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, JULY 19
Harry Potter Party

Celebrate the recent release of the latest Harry
Potter book with fun activities and crafts
PRIOR LAKE – 6:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20
Get Buggy
Fun activities and demonstrations featuring the wonderful world of insects!
NEW MARKET – 1:30 p.m.; BELLE PLAINE - 4 p.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 21
Science Museum of MN - “Buzz Around Sound”
The Science Museum comes to you in the fascinating
program about sound
SHAKOPEE – 1:30 p.m.

Star Michaelina -- Unique magic with lots of audience participation;
Sponsored by the Savage Friends of the Library
SAVAGE – 6:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, JULY 23
Meet Pooh! -- Costumed character storytime with
Winnie the Pooh
NEW PRAGUE - 10:30 a.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Make a Bug Book -- Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly
and create your own bug-shaped book
JORDAN - 1:30 p.m.; BELLE PLAINE - 4:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 25
Will Hale and the Tadpole Parade -- Musical performance with festive drums, dancing, singing and air
guitar!
NEW MARKET – 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
4-H Program
NEW PRAGUE – 10:30 a.m.; NEW MARKET - 1:30
p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 26
Get Buggy -- Fun activities and demonstrations featuring the wonderful world of insects!
PRIOR LAKE– 4:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
4-H Program
JORDAN - 10:30 a.m.; SHAKOPEE – 1:30 p.m.
MONDAY, JULY 11
Magician Norm Barnhart -- Comedy magic show
Sponsored by James Perry Dental
SHAKOPEE – 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
Rick Chrustowski, Summer Reading Program Illustrator -- Meet Blink’s creator in person and learn his
inspiration for creating his books and illustrations!
PRIOR LAKE – 10:30 a.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 14
4-H Program
PRIOR LAKE – 10:30 a.m.; SAVAGE – 1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
Get Buggy -- Fun activities and demonstrations featuring the wonderful world of insects!
NEW PRAGUE – 10:30 a.m.; SAVAGE – 1:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 28
Get Buggy
Fun activities and demonstrations featuring the wonderful world of insects!
JORDAN - 10:30 a.m.; SHAKOPEE – 1:30 p.m.
MONDAY. AUGUST 1
Storyteller Bob Gasch
The story of Robinson Crusoe
NEW MARKET - 4:00 p.m.

SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAM to next page
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SCOTT COUNTY RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
--SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE -Scott County is home to several major regional
parks and family entertainment attractions
which provide area residents with many
opportunities to explore nature and enjoy
outdoor recreational opportunities. In this
special pull-out section of The Scott County
SCENE, these parks, programs, and attractions
are featured in order to provide you with
information so you can explore and enjoy
Scott County this summer!

Facility highlights include:
• 21 miles of turf hiking trails, including 4.2
miles of dog walking trails.
• 14 miles of scenic horseback riding trails
with trailer parking
• 6 miles of mountain bike trails (open August
1 through October 31)
• Boat launch (gas motors not permitted)
• 200 acres of restored prairie
• Group horse camp that can accommodate 20
horses.
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint Series
5:30 – 9:00 p.m., Aug. 24, 31 and Sept. 7, 14.
Mountain bike on one of the Twin Cities’ most
challenging courses during this series of four 10K
sprint races. Mass start, awards, and door prizes.
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m., start time at 6:30
p.m. Co-sponsored by REI. $10. Ages: 14+.

Facility highlights include:
• Visitor Center/Clubhouse with concessions
• Par 3, 9-hole golf course
• Public and group picnic areas
• Three-season picnic pavilion
• Group and family camp sites
• Sandy swimming beach
• Boat launch and fishing pier
• 3.5 miles of paved bike and hike trails
• 2.4 miles of unpaved trails; dogs allowed on 1.1
miles.
• Boat and bike rentals
• 28-acre dog off-leash area

Cleary Lake Regional Park

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features 14 miles
of scenic horseback riding tails with trailer parking.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
(952) 447-6913
The glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northwest
Scott County make Murphy-Hanrehan one of the
most picturesque areas found in the Twin Cities.
The terrain is also popular with horseback riders,
mountain bikers, and hikers. With the exception of
the trails, this 2,786-acre park remains undeveloped.
The park also features 200 acres of restored prairie
within a 450-acre prairie management area. The best
way to view the prairie is to park at the horse trailer
parking lot and walk in. (Volunteers are needed in
the fall to collect prairie seeds. To volunteer, call
763-559-6706.) In 2004, Murphy-Hanrehan was
designated as an “Important Bird Area” by the
National Audubon Society. The park is the only
known breeding population of hooded warblers in
the state, as well as blue-winged warblers, Acadian
flycatchers, yellow-crowned night herons, loons,
red-shouldered hawks, Cerulean warblers (a species
of special concern in Minnesota) and Henslow’s
sparrows (an endangered species in Minnesota).

(763) 694-7777
The 1,186 acre Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of
the most popular year-round recreation spots in the
southern metro area. Park guests enjoy swimming,
boating, and fishing in the summer. Golfers find
challenge in the par 3, 9-hole course and driving
range. Large groups gather at the three-season
pavilion, group picnic areas, and group camp sites.
Group facilities are available on a reservation basis
by calling (763) 559-6700 on weekdays.

Cleary Lake Golf Course
The Cleary Lake Golf Course is a par 3, 9-hole
course that offers lessons, equipment rental, a
driving range, merchandise, food, and discounts for
juniors and seniors. Call (763) 694-7777 to reserve
your tee time.
Green fees:
• Regular 9 holes: $13; Tour Card rate/$11.
• Junior/senior rates (before 4 p.m., Monday Friday): $9; Tour Card rate/$7.

Cleary Lake Regional Park offers opportunities for
kayaking and canoeing.

Cleary Lake was drained for a second year in a row
to improve the lake’s water quality. Fish stocking is
planned in early summer. Park visitors should call
the park visitor center or visit www.threeriverspark
district.org to inquire as to whether the water levels
are high enough for swimming or boating.

Summer library programs
Continued from page 6
Storyteller Bob Gasch
”Are We There Yet?” - fun family vacation stories
JORDAN – 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
Storyteller Bob Gasch
”Seasons on Grandma
Grandpa’s Farm”
NEW PRAGUE – 1:30 p.m.

and

Storyteller Bob Gasch
Stories of Minnesota’s favorite big
guy, Paul Bunyan
SAVAGE – 4:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3

Magic of Brian Gilbertson
Magic, juggling, and unicycle show
PRIOR LAKE – 6:30 p.m.
MONDAY, AUGUST 8
Circus Manduhai Mongolian Acrobats
Acrobatics, foot juggling, and audience participation
PRIOR LAKE – 1:30 p.m.

Cleary Lake has a family-friendly par 3, 9-hole golf
course with a driving range.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9
Schiffelly Puppets
Fun and laughs with these popular
puppets
NEW PRAGUE – 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10
Star Michaelina
Unique magic with lots of audience
participation
BELLE PLAINE - 6:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
Dazzling Dave Schulte
SAVAGE – 4 p.m.;
SHAKOPEE – 6:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
Meet Arthur! -- Costumed character
storytime with Arthur
NEW PRAGUE - 10:30 a.m.

Golf Leagues
Cleary Lake Golf Course offers leagues for families,
adults, seniors, and women. For more information,
call (763) 694-7777 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf.
SCOTT COUNTY
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES to Page 10

Library locations
and phone numbers
Belle Plaine Library
125 W Main, 56011
(952) 873-6767
Jordan Library
230 S Broadway, 55352
(952)492-2500
New Market Library
50 Church Street, 55054
(952) 461-3460
New Prague Library
400 E Main Street, 56071
(952) 758-2391
Prior Lake Library
16210 Eagle Creek Ave SE
(952) 447-3375
Savage Library
13090 Alabama Av S, 55378
(952) 707-1770
Shakopee Library
235 S. Lewis St.
(952) 233-3850

Correction
In a recent article about the
Friends of the Library organizations in
Scott County, the New Market Friends
of the Library was inadvertently omitted. The New Market branch library
serves a small (but growing!) population; however, if you’ve ever visited the
New Market branch library, you probably noticed that they are anything but
small in the programming that they offer.
The New Market Friends of the Library has a big effect in their community by sponsoring a wide array of programs and events. They’ve sponsored
ornament making workshops for several
years, helping to provide such original
programming as a horse care class (complete with horse!), French language story
times, and a class on exotic pets (complete with lizards, hedgehogs, chinchillas, and giant African millipedes!).
As an organization, the New Market FOL may be small… but they think
very big. Thank you all for your efforts!
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Scott County recreational facilities
Historic Murphy’s Landing
(763) 694-7784
Discover what life was like for Minnesota’s early
European settlers along the Minnesota River by
experiencing it yourself during a visit to Historic
Murphy’s Landing in Shakopee! There are several
new programs this summer. Guided tours will be
offered every weekend in June, September, and
October. You can explore the living history park on
your own any day of the week with a self-guided
tour. Be sure to check out the new Pioneer Kid’s
Play Area that features a wash tub, building blocks,
cool costumes to try on, and even a print shop to
make your own newsprint. Live it up during the
“Live It History” weekends in July and August.
During these fun programs, you can live the life on
the new Frontier or in the growing village of Eagle
Creek. You can visit with farmers, traders, and
townspeople, enjoy horse-drawn trolley rides,
demonstrations, and crafts. Murphy’s Landing also
has lots of special events, summer day camps, and
it’s a great place to host your next celebration! For
more details on all the possibilities, visit
www.murphyslanding.com or call (763) 694-7784.

Spring Lake Regional Park
(undeveloped)
Located on the northern edge of Spring Lake, this
undeveloped 345-acre park features moderately
rolling terrain with woodlands, marshes, and
lakeshore. Proposed future developments include
public and group picnic areas, cross-country ski
trails, and paved bike/hike trails. An updated
development master plan will be initiated in 2006,
and will involve participation of citizens, officials,
and various stakeholders of the County and local
park systems. In 2005 and 2006, County Road 12
will be moved away from the lake and re-aligned to
the north as it runs through the park.

Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
(undeveloped)
This future 900-acre Park is located in Cedar Lake
Township between St. Catherine and Lenin Lakes.
The Park contains a mix of biologically rich oak
forests and woodlands, a maze of wetlands and
ponds, farm fields, and an original 1800s farmstead.
Its cultural and natural resources will offer a wide
variety of recreational opportunities. Within the next
two years, a master plan will be created for the Park
through a planning process that will involve the local
public, elected officials, and additional stakeholders.

Cedar Lake County Park
(undeveloped)
This future park is located in Helena Township on
the western shore of Cedar Lake. The future Park
encompasses 172 acres, including lakeshore, stands
of maple-basswood forest cropland, old fields, and
wetlands. In the coming years, the focus for this
park will be acquisition of additional acreage and
eventual designation as a Regional Park.
The Pioneer Kid’s Play Area is a new feature at
Historic Murphy’s Landing.

Military Life in Minnesota
May 28, 29, 30; 10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Saturday and
Monday; noon – 5:00 p.m. Sunday.
Guided Tours
Every weekend in June; Saturdays: 11 a.m., 1 p.m.,
and 3 p.m.; Sundays: 1 and 3 p.m.
Glorious Fourth Celebration
July 2, 3, 4; 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday and Monday;
noon – 5 p.m. Sunday
Live It History Weekends
July 9 – August 28; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturdays;
noon – 5 p.m. Sundays
Full Moon Hayride
August 19; 7 – 9 p.m.
Guided Tours
Every weekend in September and October; Saturdays: 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m.; Sundays: 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m.
Harvest Festival
September 3, 4, 5; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday and
Monday; noon – 5 p.m. Sunday
Full Moon Hayride
September 17; 7 – 10 p.m.
Full Moon Hayride
October 15; 6 – 10 p.m.
Old-Fashioned Trick or Treat
October 29; 5 – 10 p.m.
Folkways of the Holidays
Weekends November 26 – January 1; 10 a.m. – 5
p.m. Saturdays, noon – 5 p.m. Sundays
For more information about Three Rivers Park
District, please call (763) 559-9000 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.

Blakelely Bluffs
Regional Park Reserve
(proposed future park reserve)
This proposed 1,500 – 2,000-acre park reserve will
be located in Blakely Township, along the
Minnesota River. The park reserve would provide
scenic bluff views and opportunities for interesting
and challenging hiking experiences afforded by its
dramatic bluff landscape. The flatter upper bluff
areas will offer stellar landscape views for
picnicking and more leisurely biking and hiking
experiences. In the coming years, the focus for this
park will be to work with landowners, developers,
and other stakeholders to acquire park lands and
narrow the park search area.

Scott County Regional Trail
(partially developed)
When completed, this 8.5 mile paved trail will
connect the Minnesota Valley Trail in Shakopee to
Spring Lake Regional Park, the City of Prior Lake,
Cleary Lake Regional Park, and the MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve. The three-season trail will
traverse gently rolling terrain and will accommodate
biking, hiking, and in-line skating. So far, the
completed portion of the trail is a 2.5 mile lighted
segment that begins at County Road 82 and County
Road 21 in Prior Lake and runs to the south edge of
the city. An extension of this trail is being
constructed in 2006-2007, as a cooperative project
among Scott County, the City of Shakopee, the City
of Prior Lake, and the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community as part of the County Road 82
project.

Continued from page 7

“..through areas which have significant scenic,
historic, scientific, or recreational qualities and to
provide wildlife habitat.” Scott County is home to
four units of the recreational area. For further
information, please call (952)-492-6400.
Headquarters (Lawrence)
Located between Jordan and Belle Plaine on
Township Road 57, which is just north of Highway
169. Highlights include the only remaining building
from the 1850s town of St. Lawrence as well as the
following recreational opportunities:
Camping
• 25 scenic, well-spaced family campsites
• 8 secluded, walk-in campsites
• 1 canoe campsite
• 1 walk-in/canoe campsite (by Paine Pond)
Note: Camping headquarters (Lawrence) are rustic,
which means that picnic tables, firerings, drinking
water, and pit toilets are available.
Picnic Area -- Available for group use.
Trail Center and Trail Access
Twenty two miles for horseback riding, mountain
biking and hiking; four mile loop for hiking; and a
“rustic” group camping area, ideal for adult and youth
groups. Call the park office for reservations. Fishing: try fishing at Bearson Lake — near the Quarry
Campground — or on the Minnesota River. (A public
access to the Minnesota River is located two miles north
of Jordan on County Road 9 and north of Belle Plaine
on County Road 25.)
Carver Rapids/Louisville
Parking is located two miles south of the junction of
Highways 41 and 169 (south of Chaska, southwest
of Shakopee). The trails in this area meander
through Carver Rapids and the Louisville Swamp,
which is part of the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge. Here, you’ll find seven miles of
hiking on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mazomani Trail. Highlights along the trail include
the Historic Jabs Farm and a rustic trail shelter. The
main corridor trail for snowmobiling, horseback
riding, mountain biking, and hiking starts at the
north end of the parking lot and follows an old road.
Two canoe campsites overlook the historic “Little
Rapids” on the Minnesota River.
Gifford Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. The public access at Gifford Lake is
popular with anglers. A special use area for field
dog trials is available near Gifford Lake.
Nyssen’s Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. This gives you access to the main
corridor trail, which is designed for snowmobiling,
horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking.
Chaska/Shakopee Bike Trail
Parking in Chaska at Courthouse Lake (near the
Carver County Courthouse), and in Shakopee at the
Huber Park trail head. This four mile paved trail is
popular with bicyclers, joggers, hikers, bird
watchers, and many others. This scenic trail lies on
an old railroad bed. Anglers can find big catfish
near the site of the old railroad swing bridge near the
Chaska end of the trail. Other features include
scenic Nyssen’s Lake and the remains of an old
brewery. There are benches along the trail for
resting and observing wildlife. Until a new bridge is
constructed to cross the river, the trail currently ends
at the river.

Minnesota Valley National Refuge

Valleyfair!

For information on federally-owned parks, including
the Louisville Swamp, Rice Lake, and Wilkie Unit,
call (952) 854-5900 for the visitor center.

(952) 445-6500
Valleyfair is the largest amusement park in the upper
Midwest! Enjoy more than 75 rides and attractions,
including six thrilling coasters, the 275-foot Power
Tower, a variety of kid and family rides, live toetapping entertainment and a feature performance in
the six-story Pepsi IMAX® Theater. Plus… stay
cool in Whitewater Country Waterpark – it’s included
in your admission! New in 2005 is RipTide – 720°
of Attitude!! For more information, call (952) 4456500 or visit www.valleyfair.com.

Minnesota Valley State
Recreation Area
(952) 492-6400
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and
Federal Refuge was established by State and Federal
Legislatures to provide recreational travel routes

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Community events abound
Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivities, get acquainted with other Scott County
residents, or spend time with lifelong friends. Below is a schedule of a few upcoming events you may want
to check out. Check your local newspapers for more details.
Friday, June 17
Sunday, June 19
June 24-26
June 25-26
Monday, July 4
Monday, July 4
July 15-17
Sunday, July 24
July 27-31
July 30-31
August 4-7
August 2-7
August 5-7
Sunday, August 14
August 19-21
Sunday, August 21
Saturday, Sept. 10
Sunday, Sept. 11
Sept.16-17
Sunday, Sept. 18

Street dance (with deejay!) from 7:00 p.m. – 12:00 midnight to benefit the St.
Patrick Athletic Association at St. Patrick Social Hall. Contact Monty Hennen at
(952) 492-3526 for more information
Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, New Market
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including a parade on Sunday at 1 p.m.
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Shakopee
Fireworks at Watzl’s Beach, Prior Lake
Fireworks at New Prague Middle School
Bar-B-Que Days in Belle Plaine, including a grande day parade on Saturday at 1
p.m. and fireworks Sunday evening
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Cedar Lake Township
Scott County Fair (see article in this issue of the SCENE)
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring old-tyme German music and food
Saturday evening and Sunday
Derby Days in Shakopee, including a parade on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. Fireworks
Sunday evening
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including fireworks on Friday and Saturday evenings
and a parade on Saturday at noon
40th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas Engine Festival (near the fairgrounds)
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Wacipi or Pow Wow
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s in Marystown
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; 11 a.m. parade, fireworks in the evening
Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise Friday evening and parade at noon
Saturday
St. John’s Fall Festival in Jordan

So much to do this summer!
Pork in the Park, Art Festival

Skateboard Camp

Jordan’s Art Festival, sponsored, in part, by a grant
from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, will be
held June 25 and 26, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., in Historic
Downtown Jordan. Artist booths, demonstrations,
music and food are just a few of the fun things planned.
Don’t miss the Jordan Art Bench Project Auction at 5
p.m. Saturday for an opportunity to own a park bench
designed and decorated by Jordan school kids! Go to
www.jordanchamber.org for more information and a
schedule of events.
On June 25, the Jordan Jaycees will host their 5th
annual “Pork in the Park” at Lagoon Park in Jordan
(located just off of Varner Street/Sunset Drive in downtown Jordan, next to the Mini Met). Food and beverages – including pork sandwiches, bratwurst, hot dogs,
chips, corn on the cob, pop, water, and beer — will be
served starting around 11 a.m., and a horseshoe tournament will take place in the afternoon. Youth volunteers from local churches will assist with children’s
activities throughout the day. Shakopee band “The
Resistors” will play from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., and various donations from the community will be raffled.
The 2nd annual Bike Tour will coincide with
these events.

Summer Break ’05 Skateboard Camp — for
the expert to beginner, and everyone in between. Professional instructors from 3rd Lair Skatepark will split
up to work with each skill group and teach from the
basics to the technical. 3rd Lair brings years of teaching knowledge. You bring a skateboard and helmet.
Knee pads, elbow pads, and wrist guards are recommended. Limited equipment is available from 3rd Lair.
Master ollies, nollies, flip tricks, grinds, switches, and
more! Stay and skate the rest of the day. T-shirts and
certificates for each participant.
Fee: $160
June 27 – July 1
9am – 12pm
Ages 6-16 Program #TPSE 627
Register at the Shakopee Community Center: (952)
233-9500

***************

Serengeti Trek Vacation
Bible School
Come join the Serengeti Trek! Hope Lutheran
Church is offering Vacation Bible School (June 12 –
16) from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Registration fee is
$13 per child (or $35 per family), which includes a
Serengeti Trek t-shirt. Open to all ages 3 (potty trained)
and up. Please contact Todd or Bev Wuollet at (952)
492-6552 or Lori Speiss at (952) 492-5062 for more
information.
*****************

Support for
Homeschooling Families
Home Educators for Excellence is a new support
group for homeschooling families, offering classes for
children in pre-K through 9th grade, including physical education, field trips, nursery, preschool, special
interest clubs, speakers, parties, and more! For more
information (including meeting times and dates), please
visit www.hedfex.org.
*******************

Free Music in the Park
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.; Lions Park, Shakopee
June 16
The
Splatter
Sisters
(Children’s Music)
June 23 Sentimental Swing (Variety)
June 30
Bob
the Beachcomber
and Friends
(Children’s
Music)
July 7
South
of the River Community Band
July 14 Cathy Cathy and Tom will provide
and Tom (Family free family music on July 14.
Music)
July 21 Ginni and the Boys (Bluegrass)
Invite your family, friends and neighbors to attend
these free evening concerts. Please bring a blanket or
lawn chair for your comfort. All concerts begin at 7
p.m. and will be held rain or shine. Our rain site will
be the Shakopee Youth Building in Lions Park.
***************

Enigma Teen Center
1255 S. Fuller St., Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 233-9525; Enigmateencenter.com
Enigma is a 5,000 sq. ft. teen center open to those
in 6th – 12th grade that is located within the Shakopee
Community Center. There is no cost to hang out at
Enigma. What is there to do at Enigma? See live

County Fair
runs July 27-31
Summer just wouldn’t be summer without the
Scott County Fair, which always promises to be
the “Best Five Days” of the whole season! New
features and family favorites, tried-and-true crowd
pleasers and amazing new features, the Fair – running Wednesday, July 27 through Sunday, July
31 — has something for everyone!
Family Fun... Pony rides, barns with animals,
craft displays, area competitions, and better-thanever carnival rides!
Attractions… Draft horse shows, stock dog
challenge, amateur talent show, helicopter rides,
beer garden, Sunday night fireworks display, and
all that great summer fair food!
Grandstand Events… Motocross (Wednesday, July 27, at 7:00 p.m.), Tractor and Pickup
Pull (Thursday, July 28, at 7:00 p.m.), Demo
Derby (Friday, July 29, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, July 30, at 7:30 p.m.), and… FREE ENTERTAINMENT: STEVE HALL AND SHOT
GUN RED BAND on Sunday, July 31, at 7:00
p.m.!
Mark your calendars now for the Scott County
Fair (located at the County Fairgrounds in Jordan,
conveniently located just off Highway 169 and
County Road 9)! For more information, please
visit www.scottcountyfair.com or call (952) 4922436.
bands (cover
charge may apply), play PS2 or
XBOX, catch a
movie on the 52
inch TV, play
foosball, pool,
ping-pong, and
more. Video 29 Hours Left is just one of the
games and mov- local bands scheduled to appear
ies are available at the Enigma Teen Center.
for free checkout. One adult staff person is always present.
Enigma Upcoming Events (DJ events 6th-12th
grade, band events all ages)
*See website for updates*
June 4:
29 Hours Left, First To Go,
Stentorian, Stoughton
June 10:
DJ
June 11:
Matt Logic, Notwithstanding and 2
TBA
June 18:
Audigy, My Escape and 2 TBA
June 24:
DJ
June 25:
Crying Glass Eyes, Deterioration,
Afterfive, Autotoxin
DJ EVENTS: July 8, July 22, Aug 12, Aug 26

4-H Summer Adventures
Cloverbud Day -- For kids who’ve just completed grades K-3. Make hands-on crafts you can
exhibit at the Scott County Fair. The day will also
include songs, snack, and parachute games. Event is
planned at Lagoon Park in Jordan on Monday, June
20, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register by June 13. Cost is $7
for 4-H members, $10 for non-4-H members.
Community Day Camp -- For youth who have
completed K-4. Join the fun on Aug. 4, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., at Cleary Lake Park in Prior Lake. Cost is $7
for 4-H members, $10 for non-4-H members.
Call (952) 492-5410 for further information.
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

911 -- A call for help
Calling for help from police, fire, or ambulances services is not what it used to
be. Technology has brought us from galloping all over town trying to locate the
Sheriff to pressing one button on our wireless cellular phones we carry in our
pockets. What’s happening to our 911 emergency services with phone options
changing daily?
In an attempt to keep up with today’s technology, there are actually three 911
applications. These are wired 911, wireless 911, and Voice over Internet 911
(also known as “VoIP”).
Wired 911
In the simplest sense, when you call 911 from your wired phone, it travels to a
switching office which determines (according to area code and prefix) which public safety answering point (or “PSAP”) is appropriate. The call is then forwarded
on. When the call comes in to the 911 center, data are displayed to the 911 dispatcher — such as the name and address of the caller. This differs from commercially available “Caller ID” services in that the calling party cannot block information. The displayed information also identifies which law enforcement agency,
fire department, and emergency medical service is responsible for the caller.
Today’s telephone technology is extremely quiet. You may hear silence while
your call is being processed. Don’t hang up! For the quickest response, be patient
and stay on the line. If you hang up and call back, you’ll waste valuable time.
However, if after about 15 seconds, there is still no response, then hang up and try
your call again. Once you reach a 911 dispatcher, try to remain calm. He or she
will ask you questions to determine what type of response is needed, as well as
specific details about your situation and your location. By giving detailed answers, you are helping to provide the best possible response for your circumstances.
All calls are prioritized by the severity of the situation.
Wireless 911
In 2000, cellular phone companies were required to transmit the caller’s wireless phone number and address/location of the receiving antenna site to assist 911
dispatchers in locating the caller. The problem with this service is that if the nearest tower is busy, the call will route to the next nearest
tower which may be miles away from the caller’s actual location.
Phase II (in progress now) requires wireless carriers to transmit the location of the wireless 911 caller
within certain precision. In Phase II, the 911 dispatch
centers are provided with latitude and longitude of the
caller, with an “uncertainty” factor. Not all providers
are up-to-date yet with this technology. Before you
buy a wireless phone, ask about the location technology it uses and check to see if the 911 center(s) in your
area can receive location information. Some agencies are not yet capable to manage the latitude and longitude information. Our own dispatch center in Scott County
can.
You can also help by…
♦ Learning the non-emergency telephone numbers to reach help in your
area.
♦ Refraining from programming your phone to automatically dial 911
when one button is pressed. 911 dispatchers spend multiple hours tracking down
and clearing the one-touch button accidental misdials.
♦ Disabling the preprogrammed, auto-dial 911 (if you have this function). You won’t forget the emergency number when you need it.
♦ Locking your keypad when your phone is not in use, even and especially if your phone is in your purse, pocket, or bag. This will help avoid accidental 911 calls, which are now over 30 percent of all cellular 911 phone calls.
Realize that not all wireless 911 calls provide location information. To get
help quickly, be ready to answer questions. Know where you are. Use highway
names, your direction of travel, intersections, or well-known landmarks to help the
dispatcher identify your location. Know the number you are calling from in case
the dispatcher needs to call you back to verify information. Be able to verbalize
what actually happened that caused you to call 911. Is it a fire, a motor vehicle
crash with injuries, or a crime in progress where the vehicle and suspect can be
described? Any information you provide will help send the correct help to the
accurate location.
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP)
Internet Voice, also known as Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), is a technology that allows you to make telephone calls using a broadband Internet connection
instead of a regular (or analog) phone line. Some services using VoIP may allow
you to call only other people using the same service, but others may allow you to
call anyone who has a telephone number – including local, long distance, mobile,
and international numbers. You may hear VoIP referred to as “Broadband Phone,”
“VON” (Voice on the Net), “Digital Telephone,” “Internet Phone,” and “Net Phone.”
To take advantage of VoIP services, you must have a broadband Internet connection and a special piece of equipment that connects your phone to your broadband
connection.
Not all VoIP service providers are created equal when it comes to emergency
calling. Most people who use traditional telephone service have the reasonable
expectation when they make a call to 911; the call is routed over a dedicated 911
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Public Health supports
development of Nursing Center
Scott County Public Health was
proud to host the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newly established River
Valley Nursing Center on Tuesday, May
3, in Shakopee.
The River Valley Nursing Center is
the result of a collaborative effort of
agencies which share a concern over the
growing number of uninsured or underinsured individuals in Scott and Carver
Counties. The Nursing Center’s goals are
to increase early access to health care,
improve service coordination, and reduce the number of urgent/emergent
health events that are preventable.
In addition to Scott County Human
Services/Public Health Department,
community agencies involved in the creation of the Center include St. Mary’s
Health Clinic (Carondolet LifeCare
Ministries), St. Francis Regional Medical Center, Park Nicollet Clinic Shakopee, the CAP agency, Carver
County Community Health Services,
and Allina Medical Clinic – Shakopee.
“We had clients coming in and requesting services as soon as we opened

the doors. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to provide preventive nursing care (health assessment/screening,
referral, follow-up, health education) in
our community. By broadening support
and involvement of many stakeholders
concerned about the health of our citizens, we can truly reach out to improve
adequate health care access. We are all
committed to being a guiding light to
safety, health, and hope,” said Merrilee
Brown, Public Health Nursing Director.
The River Valley Nursing Center is
staffed by a Public Health Nurse (a Registered Nurse with a public health certificate). It is open every Monday from
1 to 5 p.m., and is located at the
WorkForce Development Center, 752
Canterbury Rd S., Shakopee – near
the CAP agency and Thrift Store. No
appointments are necessary, walk-ins are
welcome. For information or directions,
please call (952) 496-8669. To inquire
about supporting this collaborative (donations, supplies, or your time), call
(952) 403-2551.

Child & Teen Checkups
Child & Teen Checkups are a benefit to children under the age of
21 who are enrolled in Medical Assistance or MinnesotaCare.
These checkups can help find and treat health problems before
any lasting harm is done.
If you need help finding a doctor or have questions,
call (952) 496-8555.

network and arrives with location and callback number information at a local 911
dispatching center. Currently, however, there are three ways in which VoIP service
providers approach emergency calling:
♦ No emergency calling option is included by the VoIP provider;
♦ VoIP Basic Emergency Calling, in which the call is routed to the general
access line at a law enforcement agency without location information, and possibly without your callback number; or
♦ VoIP Enhanced 911 Calling, which is routed over a dedicated 911 network and arrives at your local 911 dispatching center with both location and callback number information.
You can reach emergency assistance by dialing 911 on most VoIP phones.
However, there are important differences between some VoIP 911 emergency
dialing and traditional 911 service from a standard telephone. Often, the 911
call taker will not have a display of the number you are calling from or your location. In addition, your call may arrive on a general access line in the call center and
not through the 911 system. You need to know what level of 911 service your VoIP
service provides.
In order for 911 emergency dialing to work properly, the service address on
file for you must correspond to the physical location of your VoIP phone. This will
enable your service provider to accurately identify your emergency 911 call center
and correctly route your call.
You may call 911 from your VoIP phone no matter where you are. However,
if you are not at the physical location you entered in your customer profile, the call
will not route to the proper 911 call center. For example, if you live in Savage and
your Savage address entered into your VoIP customer profile, you will be automatically routed to the Scott County 911 dispatch center no matter where you are
with your VoIP phone. If you are on a vacation in Florida and use your VoIP phone
to dial 911 because your child is injured, your call will still be routed to Scott
County. The best advice is to not use your VoIP phone for emergency calls if
you relocate it on a temporary basis. Use another telephone to dial 911. Unlike
traditional 911 service, even with wireless service the 911 call taker will usually
not be able to call you back if you are disconnected. They will often not have
access to your phone number. If you are disconnected, hang up and dial 911 again.
911 industry leaders recommend that you keep your traditional phone
line in addition to your VoIP phone in order to successfully access 911 services
and to have telephone access during a power outage. Lastly, make sure that
children, relatives, baby-sitters, et cetera, understand how to use your VoIP phone
if it’s the only phone service you have. Possible callers need to know that VoIP
will not normally provide the information they associate with traditional 911 services. For many years, the public has been taught that, if they are not able to speak
due to the circumstances of their emergency, they can still call 911 and have the
dispatcher know their location.
Our Scott County 911 Dispatch Center handles all emergency calls in Scott
County. After business hours, all non-emergency calls from our local police agencies are also routed through the 911 Dispatch Center. These 911 professionals
want to help you. No matter how you access 911, it’s up to you to help them help
you by providing the best information you can so they can accurately assess your
needs and location… and get the proper emergency service providers responding
as quickly as possible.
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Summer Garden Tips
June
General Garden Hints
♦ Avoid working in your garden
when plants are wet from rain or dew.
Working around wet foliage increases
the chance of spreading disease.
♦ Water plants at their base, not
with overhead sprinklers. This not
only conserves moisture, it keeps leaves
dry and less prone to fungal disease.
♦ Help control mosquitoes by
emptying standing water wherever
possible, and floating mosquito dunks
when it isn’t possible to drain the water.

Ornamentals
♦ Shrubby evergreens such as
arborvitae, juniper, and yew can be
trimmed lightly when the new growth
is obvious.
♦ Allow foliage to yellow naturally on all spring bulbs. Removing
leaves before they have turned brown
will affect the size of the bulbs next year.

Edibles
♦ Pinch or cut annual herbs
(such as basil) often to keep them bushy
and prevent flowering. The trimmings
may be used in cooking, making pesto,
or dried for future flavoring.
♦ Early June is the best time to
plant heat-loving vegetables such as
cucumbers, eggplant, okra, sweet potatoes, peppers, and even tomatoes. Earlier planting into cool soil is often detrimental to these crops and can delay fruiting.

Lawns
♦ Mow lawns higher (up to 4”)
as the weather heats up, and be sure
to mow frequently so that you never
cut off more than 1/3 of the leaf blade at
one mowing. Grass clippings should be
left on the lawn, where they will provide the equivalent of one fertilization
each season

July
General Garden Hints
♦ Never allow a weed to bloom
– the resulting seed can multiply your

Master Garden Tour
2005 set for July 16
Gardening in Harmony with Nature
and Neighbors will be held in the southwest metro on July 16. This is the first
annual master garden tour to be sponsored by the Carver/Scott Master Gardeners. Gardens and Gardeners include:

problems next year. Another hint –
weeds pull easier when the soil is damp,
but the hoe does a good job on small
weed seedlings when soil is on the dry
side.

Ornamentals
♦

Transplant iris about six
weeks after they have finished blooming. Remove and discard older portions,
and replant the younger, healthy rhizomes.
♦ Cut flowers for arrangements
early in the morning, and place them
directly into lukewarm water. To keep
both annuals and perennials looking
fresh and blooming well in the garden,
cut off all blooms as they fade.
♦ Cut fading roses back to a
five-leaflet leaf. The plants will look
better and are more likely to bloom again
with this type of deadheading.

Edibles
♦ Apple maggots are the number
one pest affecting Minnesota apples.
These fly larvae create the brown trails
through apple flesh, making the fruit
inedible. Start spraying (look for
sprays labeled for apple maggot control on apple trees) for apple maggot
around July 1 and continue to spray
every 10 days for as long as you are willing. The first three applications are the
most important.

For more gardening information,
contact the Scott County office of the
University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.

Bring birds into your life
Wherever you live, you can bring
comfort to wildlife and joy to your own
life by offering a bit of habitat to nature’s
creatures. With the right plants for food
and shelter, you can attract spring and
fall migrating birds as well as those that
might stay year round. Add water and,
if you happen to live on an acreage where
you have ample space, you can do wonders for birds, butterflies, and your own
disposition.
Natural Food or Feeders
Fruits, nuts, and seeds from trees,
shrubs, flowers, and grasses will attract
a variety of birds. Look to plant those
that offer the food the bird species likes
that you want in your yard. The same is
true for feeding stations; the location,
feeder style, and food type will determine the birds that visit.
To attract the greatest variety of
birds, use a station with a variety of
feeder types, such as gravity-fed cylinder tubes, hopper boxes, platforms, and
suet feeders. Position them at different
levels. Offer millet for ground feeders;
black oil sunflower and thistle for
finches; and peanut butter and suet for
woodpeckers. Locate the station feeders next to natural cover such as evergreen shrubs or trees. The feeders should
be clean with fresh food or seed.
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Open Water and Birdbaths
Most birds need open water for
bathing, drinking, and controlling their
temperatures. A small backyard pond or
a birdbath will do the job. The sound of
flowing water attracts birds, so a fountain or small waterfall will increase your
chances to bring birds to your back yard.
Cover, both natural and created
The same trees, shrubs, flowers and
grasses that offer food to your backyard
birds can offer them cover. The birds use
that cover for escape, roosting, nesting
and rearing their young. Another option
is to build or purchase birdhouses designed for specific species of birds, with
specialized opening sizes.
Backyard booklet available
The Natural Resources Conservation Service has a well illustrated, fullcolor 28-page booklet available on backyard conservation available at no charge.
It contains names of trees, shrubs, flowers, and foods that attract birds. It is
available by calling (888) LANDCARE.
For more information, stop at our office
at 7151 West 190th Street in Jordan, or
visit the NRCS Wildlife Habitat Management Institute’s website at
www.whmi.nrcs.usda.gov or the NRCS
home web site at www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Cliff (Chaska): Cliff is a garden
columnist who has been experimenting
with many native trees for 12 years on
this site. Start in the beautifully landscaped front yard, then proceed to the
back yard which leads down to the water. Information sheets will help you
pick your next great tree addition.
Marleane (Maple Plain):
Marleane is a naturalist whose yard features a large pond and a reclaimed bluestone patio. Learn how she has created
a sustainable landscape — which requires less watering, fertilizing, and
mowing.
Margaret (Excelsior): This landscape is situated on a lagoon and includes shrub roses, prairie, and shade
gardens. Margaret’s yard showcases
lakeside plantings which promote erosion control and beautiful apple trees
which are maintained by the “bagging”
method of deterring insects.
Julie (Watertown): Julie has turned
an ordinary lot into a cozy oasis featuring a pond, garden rooms, paths, and
native wildflowers. Get great ideas on
how to turn a small yard into a retreat!

Nori (Chaska): Landscaping a severe upward slope was this tree care
advisor’s challenge. See the beautiful
resulting terraces with “top of the world”
garden room, complete with firepit.
Anna (Mayer): Experience oldtime charm at this 100-year-old farmhouse surrounded by ten acres. The
rock-bordered gardens include a gazebo
and a salvaged fountain. Pure tranquility!
Master Gardener hosts will be on
site to answer any questions. In addition, there will be garden arts and crafts
and garden plants available for purchase.
This is a self-guided tour; maps and brochures (complete with garden descriptions) are provided with ticket purchase.
Tickets are $10 if purchased in advance
(by 4 p.m. on July 15) or $12 on the day
of the tour.
Please call the Scott County extension office at (952) 492-5410 or the
Carver County extension office at (952)
442-4496 for more information and to
purchase tickets.
Ticket proceeds help sponsor the
Carver/Scott Master Gardener Program,
a non-profit, educational outreach of the
University of Minnesota Extension Service. The program utilizes trained volunteers to assist people and their communities through gardening information
and activities. Carver and Scott Counties are served by 100 active Master
Gardeners.

Minnesota Grown Directory
showcases local producers
Free copies available at Extension Office
There are many reasons to look for
Minnesota Grown agricultural products.
Community support, environmental protection, and healthy eating are just a few
we hear. We also often find a much simpler motivation at work: Quite plainly,
Minnesota Grown means fresh, quality,
and fun! The 2005 Minnesota Grown
Directory will help you do just that.
First and foremost, Minnesota
Grown means fresh from the farm. The
fresher taste of local products such as
vine-ripened tomatoes and melons provide an obvious example. But have you
considered that ornamental and nursery
products — like cut flowers, bedding
plants, and Christmas trees — also provide a fresh alternative to shipped-in
products? Growers who use the Minnesota Grown logo take great pride in the
quality of their products — you’ll taste
and see the difference. The Minnesota
Grown program is a reflection of the
inherent quality and freshness of products grown and sold in Minnesota.
A family outing to a farm can be fun,
educational, and rewarding. Many farms
host educational tours and school visits.
The local apple orchard, berry patch, or
Christmas tree farm can offer family fun
and great adventure. The 2005-2006
Minnesota Grown Directory lists 582

total entries that include everything from
alpacas to yarn. We are fortunate to have
24 Minnesota Grown businesses right
here in Scott County!
A few of these businesses have been
featured in our annual Scott County City
to Country Tour. Examples of past
sites have included Bob’s Bluebird Orchard and Craft Barn; Brewery Creek
Garden Center; EZ Acres; Meadow Oaks
Farm; Sailer’s Greenhouse; and
Thompson’s Hillcrest Orchard. Cedar
Summit Farm in New Prague is also
listed in the Minnesota Grown Directory,
and will be included on this year’s tour.
(For more information, see the page 16.)
You may pick up your free Minnesota Grown Directory at the Scott
County Office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service, or call us at
(952) 492-5410. We look forward to
seeing you!

20 children are waiting for an
adult friend in Scott County
Become a Big Brothers Big Sisters volunteer
Call (651) 789-BIGS or visit www. bigstwincities.org
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Veteran’s SCENE
By Roger Willmore
Scott County Director of Veteran’s Services

Benefits for National Guard,
Reserves, and their survivors
(Part one of two)
The primary factor in determining basic eligibility to VA benefits is “veteran’s
status,” which is established by active military service and a discharge or release
from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable. Reservists who served
on active duty establish veteran’s status — and therefore may be eligible for veteran’s
benefits — depending on the length of active military service and the character of
discharge or release. In addition, reservists who are never called to active duty may
still qualify for some benefits. National Guard members can establish eligibility
for benefits only if the President activated them for federal service.
HEALTH CARE: Generally, veterans must be enrolled to receive health care
services. Reservists and National Guard members activated for federal service
can qualify for a number of health care services provided by VA, which include:
♦ Hospital, outpatient medical, dental (in some cases), pharmacy, and pros
thetic services
♦ Domiciliary, nursing home, and community-based residential care
♦ Sexual trauma counseling
♦ Specialized health care for women veterans
♦ Health and rehabilitation programs for homeless veterans
♦ Readjustment counseling
♦ Alcohol and drug dependency treatment
♦ Evaluation for military service exposure, including Gulf War, Agent Or
ange (herbicide exposure), Ionizing Radiation, and certain other environ
mental hazards
HEALTH CARE FOR COMBAT VETERANS: Public Law 105-368 —
the Veterans Program Enhancement Act of 1998
— authorized the provision of health care benefits (hospital care, medical services, and nursing
home care, and VA health benefits) for two years
following discharge from active duty to Reservists and National Guard members who were called
to active duty by a Federal Executive Order.
Under this authority, VA may not provide care for
any disability that resulted from a cause other than military service, as for example, conditions that clearly existed prior to or after military service.
DISABILITY BENEFITS: VA administers two disability programs, and both
are tax free. Compensation: VA pays monthly benefits for disabilities incurred or
aggravated during active duty or active duty for training, and for heart attacks or
strokes incurred during active duty for training. Such disabilities are considered
“service connected.” Veterans rated 30 percent or higher are entitled to additional
compensation for dependents. Pension: This income-based benefit is paid to
veterans with honorable war-time service who are permanently and totally disabled (or age 65 or older).
EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Selected Reserve and National Guard
members may be entitled to up to 36 months of benefits under the Montgomery GI
Bill – Selected Reserve (Title 10 United State Code 1606). Basic entitlement ends
ten years from the date of eligibility or on the date of separation from service.
However, members whose eligibility began on or after October 1, 1992 have 14
years. If activated for federal service, the eligibility period is extended by the time
on active duty plus four months. A separate extension applies for each activation.
Public Law 108-365, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005,
authorized the creation of a new education benefit for members of the guard and
reserves.
The new benefit (10 United States Code 1607) makes certain individuals who
were activated after September 11, 2001 either eligible for education benefits or
eligible for increased benefits. The Department of Defense (DOD), Department
of Homeland Security (DHS), and VA are working on an implementation plan for
this new benefit.
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND EMPLOYMENT: Service-disabled veterans may qualify for rehabilitation and employment assistance, including job search, vocational evaluation, career exploration, vocational training, and
education and rehabilitation services. VA pays for the participant’s tuition, fees,
books, tools, and other program expenses as well as a monthly living allowance.
Complete information is available at http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/index.htm.
VA LIFE INSURANCE: National Guard and Reserve personnel are eligible
to receive Servicemembers Group Life Insurance, Veterans Group Life Insurance,
and Family Group Life Insurance. If they are injured on active duty, they may also
qualify for Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance. Additional information can be
found at http://www.insurance.va.gov.
In the next issue of the SCENE, eligibility for home loan guarantees, burial
benefits, dependency and indemnity compensation, dependents and survivors educational assistance, and dependents and survivors health care will be covered. As
always, however, you may contact the Scott County Office of Veterans Services at
(952) 496-8176 for more information.

Prior Lake angelers, circa 1930.

News from the Scott County Historical Society

Hook, Line, & Sinker:
Fish Tales from Scott
County Past & Present
Exhibit runs from May 12 to
September 30, 2005
At the Scott County Historical
Society
Explore the fishing exhibit at the
Scott County Historical Society and discover some of Scott County’s greatest
natural resources – its lakes and streams,
and the Minnesota River. Throughout
its history, this area thrived on fishing.
Hook, Line, & Sinker looks at the way
people in this county have fished, from
the Dakota to early county settlers, from
subsistence fishing to sport fishing, and
from solitary angling to large scale tournaments. Find out why Scott County and
Prior Lake in particular, is so naturally
desirable to anglers, and get to know the
types of fish in the area. Learn about
some of the resorts that provided lodging, recreation and good fishing for
people from all over Minnesota and the
U.S. See how fishing changed whole
communities and shaped the way the
County is today.

items you donate become a permanent
part of the Historical Society’s collection, which means we carefully preserve
and maintain the items according to strict
museum standards. Once an item is
donated, it is catalogued, inspected for
preservation needs, and placed in environmentally secure storage until needed.
The Historical Society uses its collection to develop exhibits and enrich
research projects. Items that may not fit
in the collection are used in education
programs. One such item is a 1917
Victrola “talking machine,” which is
used in the historic Stans House for tours
and field-trips.
When you are spring cleaning,
please consider donating to the Scott
County Historical Society. Just think of
the pleasure your “junk” will give to so
many others. For more information, or
to donate, please contact the Historical
Society at 952-445-0378 or
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or drop by
at 235 South Fuller Street, Shakopee.

Hands-on activities will have you
casting for mystery fish, exploring our
“historian’s tackle box,” sneaking a peek
at lures underwater, and more.

Call for Artisans
The Scott County Historical Society is looking for craftspeople to re-create historic items for hands-on use and
sale in the SCHS Museum Store. Interested woodworkers, metal workers,
musicians, and weavers should contact
Kathleen Klehr at the SCHS, 235 S.
Fuller Street, Shakopee, MN 55379,
(952) 445-0378 or via email at
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Spring cleaning may reveal
treasures
When you’re cleaning out your
closet, basement, or garage, please consider calling the Scott County Historical Society before tossing your “junk” –
it may be our treasure! Items like
grandma’s old flour sifter or sewing patterns, old scrapbooks, even last year’s
Valleyfair t-shirt are welcome. The Historical Society is interested in all items
related to Scott County and its residents.
Our mission is to search, save, and
share the history of Scott County. We
cannot do that without your help. The

The Scott County Historical Society (SCHS) / Stans Museum has a passion for County history. Through engaging exhibits, educational programs for
adults and youth, and much more, the
SCHS searches, saves and shares the
history and cultural heritage of Scott
County.

Scott County Historical Society/
Stans Museum
General Admission: Free for SCHS members,
$4 adults, $2 students, and children under 5 free.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday 10 a.m. -3 p.m.
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Prior Lake -- The fishing resorts of years long past
If you have ever taken your boat out
into the middle of one of Scott County’s
beautiful lakes and wondered what it
must have been like to be the only one
floating on the water, you are probably
not alone. Who wouldn’t want to be the
only person casting their lone line into
the water with all the eager fish waiting
below? For Prior Lake, it was this longing for tranquil silence and sense of seclusion that brought people out to the
lake and later out to the town.
During the latter part of the 19th
century, railroad companies and resort
owners teamed up to bring the “city folk”
out to the lakes. Places like Prior Lake
were touted as places where one could
go to forget their troubles by fishing,
hunting, picnicking and for the more
affluent, sailing. The Chicago-Milwaukee-St. Paul Railroad line was ready to
take people to their desired point along
the lake. Prior Lake was named for the
railroad’s superintendent Charles H.
Prior, and the railroad’s hotel, dining
room, and boathouse were run by the
local railroad manager who also managed the town’s grain elevators. The
special interest taken by the railroad was
responsible for the surge in popularity
of the lake. They billed Prior Lake as
the best lake around, “…destined to become a favorite resort, not only in Minneapolis and St. Paul, but the entire
Northwest” (Chicago-Milwaukee-St.
Paul Railway Company, 1879).
In 1879, the Chicago-Milwaukee-St.
Paul Railroad Company published an
advertisement praising the lake for its
fish:
“The varieties of fish are the same
as contained in other Minnesota lakes,
but the bass caught there are far ahead
of any found elsewhere. Salmon and
trout have been planted in this lake by
the ten thousands and are being caught
in great numbers.”
(Chicago-Milwaukee-St. Paul
Railway Company, 1879)
In addition to such propaganda, the
railroad hired artists to draw tranquil
scenes with the aim of alluring anglers,
hikers and sailors to the hotel. A.S.
Dimond of the tabloid Tourist and
Sportsman visited Prior Lake around the
same time and recalled,
“It is just one of those places one
wants to find when they wish to get away
from the busy cares of home and lead a
careless, comfortable life, undisturbed
by business or people; where one can
fish and hunt and lay around loose, and
get plenty of good food, and do just as

keeping cottages with bedding, linen,
silver, boat, at $2.75 to $5 a day, $5 to
$15 a week, $50 a month. Sandy beach,
safe for children. Farm produce available. Bass, crappies, etc. Season, May
15 to September. Proprietor, James F.
Menden, Prior Lake.
(Booklet, Ten thousand Lakes
Greater Minnesotan Association,
1917)

The tourist industry helped places like Dene’s Place succeed.

one likes.”
Unfortunately, for Prior Lake it
would be another 50 years before summer life evolved to be more than just a
few scattered cottages. It was during the
1880s that more socially civilized vacation locales were sought after such as
those in Excelsior. The railroad tried one
last time in 1879 to lure people by advertising that they too had a bit of the
civilized entertainment that the other
lakes provided:
“The hotel accommodations at
Prior lake are very good, a great number of row and sailboats are on the lake;
billiards, etc., provide enjoyment on
rainy days and for a place to roam and
enjoy yourself Prior Lake is difficult to
excel.”
(Chicago-Milwaukee-St. Paul Railway Company, 1879)
The tourists, however, were taking
the trains to White Bear Lake and Lake
Minnetonka, where retreats looked more
like cotillions than family vacations. In
1883, Charles Prior, as if finalizing this
phase in the lake’s history, built his summer villa on Lake Minnetonka and abandoned his namesake. This was not even
close to the end of the road for the Prior
Lake tourist industry, however.
In 1879, the Grainwood House
opened in order to entertain rich
southerners and eastern socialites who
came to Minnesota by way of the

Hastings and Dakota Railroad. It was not
long, however, before it catered to
wealthy Minnesotans, as well. The venue
was too elegant for most, but for those
who were well-to-do there was music,
dancing, grand balls for the distinguished, and boat rides in the sixteen
foot long boat dubbed “Lulu” by owner
Mr. W.E. Hull. Grainwood had its own
R.R. station and water tower in addition
to the hotel and summer cottages and
since very few people were actually
employed there much of the hotel’s supplies, such as dairy and produce, came
from local farmers. Despite the popularity of other lakes, Grainwood was singularly able to maintain its status as one
of the finest resorts in Minnesota until
1920. In 1923, it burned to the ground
never to be rebuilt.
While the people that came before
slowly moved on, the smaller resorts of
Prior Lake managed not just to survive,
but to thrive. In 1917, Green Heights
resort charged $2-3 a day, which was
close to what the big resorts in the north
of the state were charging. Conrady’s
Log Cabin and Resort charged $40-50 a
month, which also got you a boat rental.
Not far off on Spring Lake, Doyle’s
Resort had a baseball park, tennis courts,
and horseback riding, and during the
1920’s Lawrence Welk played there.
In 1917, the population of Prior
Lake was approximately 349 people, but
the number of people that came through
Prior Lake each summer was significantly higher. Resorts at that time were
now capable of offering more than just
rustic cabins and people came to expect
a bit more too.
Maves Cottage on Prior Lake (Fish
Point), 2 miles from station, 7 house-

The interior of Dene’s Place featured products that were often
purchased by vacationers in the area.

Many of the resorts on Prior Lake
were begun often by first and second
generation immigrants. Green Heights
resort was originally called Green Lawn
Farms, which was started by William
Simpkins, son of immigrants Edwin and
Anna; who were English and Irish, respectively. The resort had seven cottages,
boats and picnic grounds and by 1909,
the owners of the Schmidt brewery in
St. Paul were coming as regular summer guests. The Schmidts were one of
the most prominent families in the Twin
Cities. The resort passed on to William’s
son Thomas, and operated well into the
1960’s. The niece of one of William’s
daughters recalled playing at the resort
in the summers:
We huffed and puffed carrying cane
poles, minnows, fish stringers and oars
over the hill to the lake. Crappies and
sunfish we caught were worth it. I usually dug worms from the garden before
our expeditions. We never tried for big
fish; but one time I caught a pickerel in
the eye and hauled him in.
(Pioneer Families of Prior Lake
2004)
The resorts of the mid-20th century
were big business for Prior Lake, and
the town grew stronger because of the
many people that flocked to the lake each
summer. Increasing numbers of people
stayed on to become members of the
growing Scott County community. These
resorts were undoubtedly not always an
easy thing to run; droughts affected the
lakeside activities and the fish count,
while Prohibition threatened their taverns, but through the Depression and
World Wars I and II the resorts still
passed from generation to generation,
preserving the stories of the 19th-and
20th-century angler.
For more interesting insights into the
early days of Prior Lake’s resorts, come
see the new exhibit at the Scott County
Historical Society called Hook, Line and
Sinker. This exhibit displays our close
relationship with fishing and presents
many different facets of fishing history.
Scott County residents have been pulling fish out of area waters for hundreds
of years and SCHS intends to show you
just how it was done.

The railroad trestle, photographed here in 1908, helped bring people
into Prior Lake to stay at the lakeside resorts.
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Event set for Sept. 24

City to Country Tour to feature winery, dairy, kennel
The Annual City to Country drive-it-yourself tour,
hosted by the University of Minnesota Extension Service – Scott County and Scott County Historical Society, is in its seventh year – and this year’s tour will be
held on Saturday, September 24, from 11 a.m. - 4
p.m.
The purpose of the event is to demonstrate the
importance of agriculture and the rural character of
Scott County. Last year, an amazing 850 people attended the tour. As the population in Scott County
continues to grow, more and more participants are coming from Scott County as well as the surrounding metro
area. Each site leaves a positive, lasting impression
on visitors about agriculture in Scott County through
demonstrations, hands-on activities, and educational
displays.
This year, all visitors will need to purchase a pass
to participate in the tour, but children under age 5 will
be allowed to visit for no charge. Individuals can purchase a pass to tour all four sites for $8 and families of
four to six people can purchase a pass to tour all sites
for $20. As an added incentive, passes purchased between May 1 and September 23 will be sold at a reduced rate (individual passes will be discounted by
$1, and family passes will be discounted $2). Passes
can be purchased at the University of Minnesota Extension Service – Scott County. For more information
please call (952) 492-5410.
For this tour to be successful, financial support
and sponsorship from area businesses and individuals
is needed to help cover some of the expenses of the
event. Financial contributions help offset costs incurred
for publicity and advertising, signage, educational activities, and required facilities at each site. The major
expense for this event is advertising to more than
30,000 households in Scott County. If your business
is interested in supporting the tour, please feel free to
call Laura Torbert, County Extension Educator, at (952)
492-5410. We look forward to seeing you this fall!

well as locally, and are staples at the St. Paul Farmers
Market.
Visitors will have a chance to tour the farm and
creamery, sample their products, talk to the Minars,
and learn about their sustainable farming practices.
Kaos Kennels
Owned by Mandy & Paul Meyer
1311 Langford Trail, New Prague
Kaos Kennels takes pride in caring for the needs
of your pets through boarding, training, and education. Join them for “Another Beastly Day” at Kaos
Kennels! Visitors will see gun dog training demonstrations (beginner to advanced levels), learn about
Minnesota’s service dog organizations, and watch demonstrations of America’s most popular dog sport: agilFamily and friends enjoy sampling locally
produced wine.

Crofut Family Winery & Vineyard
Owned by Don Crofut
21646 Langford Avenue, Jordan
Crofut Family Vineyard and Winery is a 63-acre
farm and vineyard. There are 6.5 acres of commercial
vines planted in 2003-2004, including several University of Minnesota grape varieties: Frontenac, Frontenac
Gris, and LaCrescent. The test vineyard, located at
the entrance to the property, is assessing experimental
grape vine varieties for hardiness, disease resistance,
and of course, taste!
The Crofut family has been making wine for three
generations. Don has won numerous awards for his
winemaking at State and County Fairs. Visitors will
see the grape harvest and grape processing for juice
and wine production. The tour will showcase the different grape varieties planted, with a walking and/or
hayride tour of the vineyard and tasting of fresh grapes
picked by tour participants. Built in 1872, the renovated Felandt homestead on the property will also be
open.
Children can pick and crush their grapes, press the
juice, and play with the farm animals. This is a great
opportunity to experience grape growing in Minnesota; and an example of a non-traditional, valued-added
agricultural crop for Minnesota’s economy.

Our host sites for 2005 include:
Cedar Summit Dairy
Owned by Dave & Florence Minar
25830 Drexel Avenue, New Prague
Cedar Summit is an organic, grass based dairy farm
and creamery run by Dave and Florence Minar and
their family. All five children and their spouses are
involved in this venture as the fourth generation takes
over.
Their cows are given a fresh paddock of grass after every milking (twice a day) during the summer and
fed stored grasses during the winter. A small amount
of corn (blue corn, right now) and grain is fed to entice them into the milking parlor.
The Minars put their non-homogenized milk into
both glass bottles and cartons, and also produce chocolate milk (in bottles), cream, ice cream, and yogurt.
Cedar Summit products are sold or used in over 60
stores and restaurants in the Twin Cities metro area as

Minar family members work in the processing
center at Cedar Summit Farm.

Cedar Summit Farm produces a variety of milk
products.

Mandy Meyer provides training for a golden
retriever at Kaos Kennels.

ity. There will also be face- and paw-painting activities for the kids.
Guests take part in a busy, fun-filled day including swimming, retrieving, hiking, and cuddles. Tour
the cat boarding and all-breed dog boarding and training facility. Meet professional dog trainers and owners of the family run business, Mandy and Paul Meyer,
along with their children and staff.
Stocker Family Dairy Farm
Owned by Rick & Ann Stocker
3216 W 220th Street, Jordan
In 1904, John Stocker (Richard Stocker’s greatgrandfather) bought the land on which Stocker Dairy
Farm operates today.
Today, Stocker Dairy Farm consists of 230 acres
of farmland, 70 milk cows, and head of young calves
and steers. They grow corn, alfalfa, soybeans, and
barley. The cows are milked in a stanchion barn, and
part of the herd is switched to a modern-day free stall
barn. Cows are fed a total mixed ration and are milked
two times a day.
At the Stocker farm, guests will see all the machinery and equipment it takes to operate a dairy farm.
You can take pictures with your child by a tractor, a
cow, or a calf. There will be milking demonstrations
and hay rides throughout the day.

Cows and farm equipment will be on display at
Stocker Family Dairy Farm.

