The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Primary Election is
Aug. 10, absentee
voting begins June 25

Summer fun for everyone!
Scott County has many amenities
and celebrations. This issue is full of
ideas for you and your family to
enjoy summertime right here.
Pages 7-15

Farm Family of the Year
The Jon Zweber family from Elko
New Market has been named Scott
County’s “Farm Family of the Year”
Page 3

Check it out!

Future leaders in training
On April 9, one hundred area middle schoolers spent
the day learning about Scott County government
during the ninth annual “Future Leaders of Scott
County” Day. From participating in a mock trial or a
mock County Board meeting to hands-on learning
experiences at the SCALE Regional Public Safety
Training Facility, the day was packed full with fun
and educational activities. Above, Judge William
Macklin mentors “Judge” Madison DeJarlais from
Shakopee Junior High. Below, a participant trains
with firefighters at the Regional Training Center.

Family fun is close at hand
Scott County Fair runs July 28-Aug. 1 in Jordan
The Scott County Fair, located
just north of Jordan, will be held
July 28-August 1, 2010. Come out
to the Fair with your family for some
old-fashioned fun, as well as a variety of new activities and entertainment for all ages to enjoy.
The Scott County Fair remains
one of the best deals in town, with
parking continuing to be only $5 per
vehicle per entry (with no per-person admission fee!).
“We have some exciting new
events for families to plan to see at
the Fair this year,” said Jim Luce,
Scott County Fair Manager. “On Fri-

day, we have a new grandstand event,
the Autocross Race. It promises to
be some of the best auto racing
around, and has been a big hit at other
area fairs; we are excited to bring it
here to Scott County. We are adding
a free Mechanical Bull Riding Contest for adults in the Entertainment
Square this year on Friday, with
prizes to be awarded. Our Draft
Horse Shows remain one of our most
popular events; it is one of the largest Draft Horse Competitions in the
upper Midwest, with teams coming
in from across the United States and
Canada. We are a very traditional
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Master Gardeners are
again hosting “Evenings in
the Garden,” annual garden tour
Page 7

The state’s Primary Election day has moved! This
legislative change was required to allow more time to
mail and receive absentee ballots. Absentee voting will
take place June 25 through Aug. 9, 2010. If you will be
unable to vote at your voting location on Aug. 10, you
may apply for an absentee ballot by mail or in person at
Scott County Customer Service/Elections, 200 4th Ave.
W. (Room GC102), Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379. If
you are a resident of Savage, you may also apply by
mail or in person at Savage City Hall, 6000 McColl Dr,
Savage, Minnesota, 55378. Applications are available
on the Scott County website www.co.scott.mn.us or by
calling (952) 496-8560 or (952) 496-8140.
Register to Vote Now
Don’t wait in line on Election Day — register now
by completing a voter registration application. If you
are currently registered to vote, you do not need to register again unless you have moved to a different address,
changed your name, or have not voted at least once within
the last four years. Pre-registration closes 20 days before each election. Applications can be obtained from
the Scott County website www.co.scott.mn.us or by calling (952) 496-8560 or (952) 496-8140.
Locate Your Polling Location
To locate your correct voting location, please call
(952) 496-8560 or (952) 496-8140 or access the following websites: Scott County -- www.co.scott.mn.us; State
-- http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

A young fairgoer tried out a new tractor on Machinery Hill.

family fair, with animals, new products and exhibits in our commercial
buildings, great food, and entertainment around every corner; there’s
something to see for everyone.”
Plan a summer day at the Scott
County Fair. Here is what your
memorable day at the Fair could look
like:
Start with a leisurely walk, appreciating the beauty of nature and
learning from the pros in the Master
Gardeners display garden. Learn
about rain gardens, square foot gardening, and more.
Stroll through the commercial
buildings and the 4-H and Open Class
exhibits, learning about the opportunities and talents right here in Scott
County! Check to see what award
you received on your famous secret
family pickle recipe that you submitted for open class competition.
(Showcase your talents in Open
Class! Registration deadline is July
15; check the Fair website at
www.scottcountyfair.com for more
information. )
Grab a treat —perhaps a malt,
burger, or a taco — and sit in the gazebo for a relaxing break, listening
to the free musical entertainment of
the day. Keep your eyes open for one
of our traveling entertainment acts,
such as clowns, or musicians. Take
this opportunity to meet your local
politicians and candidates out at the
Fair and to see them demonstrate
COUNTY FAIR to Page 5
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

A wonderful place to be in summer
I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t particularly relish hot, humid weather. In
fact, I might go so far as to say that I loathe it. But I also need to state that – all
mugginess aside – I love summer. And I particularly love summer in Scott County.
At the risk of sounding like a shill (unpaid as I may be) for the County’s tourism industry, I can’t think of a better place to spend the “lazy, hazy, crazy days” of
summer than relaxing on the beaches of Cleary or Prior Lake, strolling down a trail
flanking the Minnesota River, exploring all of the great local produce at our many
Farmers’ Markets, attending one of our many community festivals, popping over
to Cedar Lake Farm Park, and – of course – sampling everything they have to offer
at the “Five Best Days of Summer,” the Scott County Fair. And who can forget
about ValleyFair, the Renaissance Festival, Raceway Park, or Elko Speedway?
After all, they’re much of the reason we’ve come to be known as Minnesota’s
“entertainment county.” (Sorry, Brainerd. You’ve always got Paul Bunyan.)
Of course, when the weather really gets me down, there’s always welcome
respite from the heat in one of our local libraries, the many exhibits of the County’s
Historical Society; or, at The Landing — our very own “living history” and all of
the great local community centers, pools, and restaurants throughout this great
County.
But you know what I love most about summer? It’s the sense of place and
time. It’s the way lemonade and ice cream tastes exactly the same as they did when
I was six. It’s getting together with friends and family, and spending those extra
few hours of daylight in camaraderie and relaxation, rocking on our porch and
enjoying the view. It’s the way things slow down, just a bit, as if nature is just
taking one long stretch after a long, hard winter season. It’s… summer.
Of course, the County’s business never goes on vacation… but it is quite nice
that the stresses of the state’s legislative session have ended and our budget cycle
hasn’t hit full throttle yet. And even though we’ve got an earlier political primary
date – and as such, an earlier campaign ad season throughout the state – I just
might keep the television off and the radio down low for a little while longer.
So, in honor of our all-too-brief summer season, I encourage each and every
one of you to take a breather, maybe listen a few seconds longer to the sounds of
birds or crickets, watch the sun set slowly over that lake, and really let your shoulders down. Autumn will be here soon enough, and you’ll never regret that extra
inning you played with your kids in the backyard.
Happy summer.

The Mobile Health Clinic will be visiting communities in June and July.

Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered
Scott County Public Health is
partnering in an exciting, unique way
with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community to provide adult and child
health screening, preventative health
care, health information, and assistance
with connecting to ongoing health care
and other local resources. The services
are provided with the use of the mobile
health clinic owned by the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community. This
partnership enables services to be
brought directly to those in need by having the clinic go to various locations
within Scott County.
The June mobile clinics will be held:
Thursday, June 3, 2010 at the Savage Public Library (13090 Alabama Ave,
Savage)
Thursday, June 17, 2010 at the Russian Evangelical Baptist Church (1205
10th Ave, Shakopee)
The July mobile clinics will be held:
Thursday, July 8, 2010 at the Scott
County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension,

7151 190th St W, Suite 100, Jordan)
Thursday, July 29, 2010 at the Savage Public Library (13090 Alabama Ave,
Savage)
Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott
County
website
at
www.co.scott.mn.us.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County. For more information on
the mobile health clinics, please contact
Scott County Public Health at (952) 4968555 or on the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

Commissioners’ Corner

June 29

County Board meetings through August 2010
-County Board meeting
-County Board meeting
-(no meeting)
-County Board meeting
County Board of Equalization, (6 p.m.)
-County Board workshop

July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
(no meeting)
County Board meeting

August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

------

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
(no meeting)
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

June 8
June 15
June 15
June 22

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or call (952) 496-8601. For more
information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Health Advisory Committee. (1 vacancy) There is currently
one at-large vacancy on this Committee, which is a subcommittee of the Human
Services Resource Council. The Committee helps with planning and community
integration of public health services and makes policy and budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets four times per year.
Human Services Resource Council. (3 vacancies) The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are four vacancies on the Council, with openings in Commissioner Districts 1, 3,
and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budgets of the Community
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs,
services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are encouraged to apply. The Committee meets quarterly, on the
third Monday at 7 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission. (1 vacancy) There is one at-large position vacancy on this Commission. All members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries. The Scott WMO
Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities;
the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and
associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.
Commissioner District:
♦ District 1 -- Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County.
♦ District 2 -- Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market
Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of
Savage.
♦ District 3 -- The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
♦ District 4 -- The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9,
11, and 12.
♦ District 5 -- The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions
or a suggestion for a future topic.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Jon Zweber family recognized as “Farm Family of Year”
University of Minnesota Extension
Service of Scott County would like to
recognize the family of Jon and Lisa
Zweber as the 2010 Scott County Farm
Family of the Year. The Zwebers own
and operate a dairy farm in the Elko New
Market area, currently milking 100 head
of Holstein, Swiss, and Crossbred cows.
The Zwebers raise all of their own
youngstock and finish a portion of their
own steers each year. They also raise
hogs and chickens, which are sold directly to local customers.
Everyone in the Zweber family
helps with the business. In 2008, Tim
and Emily formed a partnership with Jon
and Lisa. Tim manages the dairy and
crops with Jon; Emily milks a couple of
nights a week and assists in the marketing and sales of the premium meat business with Lisa. Sarah milks one night a
week, even though she has a full time
job in the cities. Steve helps out when
home from college and in the summer
with field work, and Sam enjoys feeding calves and milking.
The entire Zweber family is active
in the community. Jon and Lisa are

The Jon and Lisa Zweber family of rural Elko New Market have been named
Scott County’s Farm Family of the Year. Family members pictured include (l.
to r.) Emily, Jonnie, Samantha, Sarah, Tim, Erik, Steven, Lisa, and Jon Zweber.

members of St. Nicholas Catholic
Church; in addition, they are Dakota
County 4-H leaders, Farm Bureau members, and farmer representatives for Organic Valley. Tim and Emily are also
members of St. Nicholas Catholic
Church and serve as Dakota County 4H leaders. Tim is a Scott County DHIA

board member and both Tim and Emily
are members of the Scott County City
to Country Tour planning committee.
Sarah, Steve, and Sam have all been involved in the community through the
New Prague schools, a St. Nicholas
Church youth group, and 4-H. Last summer, Sarah helped organize a 5K run

during Fire & Rescue Days that gave to
a literacy charity.
The Farm Family recognition program was designed to demonstrate the
University’s appreciation of agricultural
families living in Minnesota communities, to recognize the many contributions
of these families to their communities
and to agriculture, and to foster appreciation and understanding of the University and its research and extension missions related to agriculture.
These outstanding families are recognized on behalf of the University of
Minnesota. These families contribute by
producing the food all of us consume,
but — just as importantly — they contribute to their communities through
their participation in various organizations, activities, and events. Previous
Scott County families honored with this
award include the Jim Dubbe family,
Ken and Linda Glisczinski, and Ray and
Cindy Deutsch, just to name a few.
Congratulations to Jon, Lisa, and
their entire family for continuing to show
the value and importance of agriculture
in our community!

Use less water, conserve more, and save money
driveway instead of the garden hose.
• Grow native plants that can withstand the dry
summers in Minnesota. Turn some of your turf into a
native garden -- find out how at www.BlueThumb.org.
• Wash your car on the lawn, or take it to a commercial car wash.

Ah… warm days, lawn watering, and car washing. But this land of 10,000 lakes needs your help conserving water this season and keeping our lakes in good
shape for boating, fishing, and wildlife. When you turn
on your tap, water is pumped from underground water
resources to your faucet. The underground water resources also provide water to our lakes and streams
below the ground surface. Even though we live in an
area with an abundance of water, it is important to consider how you’re using drinking water during the high
demand of the summer.
Did you know that lawn irrigation can account for
40 to 60 percent of domestic water use during the
summer months? Try these tips to cut down on your
water bill and conserve our precious water resources:
Outdoor tips
• Lawns need about one inch of water per week.
Water less by keeping your lawn at least three inches
in height.
• Make sure your sprinkler is watering the lawn,
not the driveway or street. Water landing on hard surfaces will pick up pollutants and carry them to the nearest water body.
• Water in the early morning to keep it on the

lawn and in the soil. Watering during the middle of the
day will waste water. And be sure to check your city
sprinkling restrictions.
• Install a rain sensor for your irrigation system
so you don’t water the lawn during rainstorms.
• Use a broom to clean off your sidewalk and

SmartLink Transit expands to provide
Medical Assistance transportation
SmartLink Transit keeps expanding in order to
offer you every opportunity possible! In one short
year, we’ve already partnered with Carver County
to offer expanded service and took on the responsibility of administering and providing Medical Assistance transportation as well.
So, what are the procedures for Medical Assistance transportation or reimbursement? First, you
need to be a Medical Assistant client and a resident
of Scott or Carver County in order to work through
SmartLink Transit for transportation or reimbursement. The second thing you would need to do is
contact one of our Customer Service Agents (CSAs)
with your Medical Assistance number, full name,
address, and phone number. The CSA will then either start a client file (if you haven’t used our services before) or update your current client file.
You would then need to let Customer Service
know if you have an appointment coming up and
need transportation — or just want an authorization
number for an appointment to which you will be
driving yourself. The CSA will book your trip into
our system and either get you scheduled on one of
our buses or with another provider if our buses are
full. Or, if you are driving yourself, they will provide an authorization number for you to put on the
paperwork you need to turn in for reimbursement.

SmartLink Transit, a regional provider of Transit
Link, is a service offered by Carver and Scott
Counties. It has expanded to provide Medical
Assistance transportation for County residents.

If we are providing transportation for you, Customer Service will tell you if you will be traveling
on a SmartLink Transit bus or if we will be sending
another provider for you. They will tell you what
time you are scheduled to be picked up, and then
you are on your way! (We do ask that you try to call
us five days in advance of your appointment, because our transportation is public transportation and
is based on availability.)
For complete information on how Medical Assistance transportation works in Scott and Carver
County, please see our website at
www.smartlinktransit.com or call customer service
at (952) 496-8341..

In the home
• Shut off the tap when brushing your teeth and
when soaping up in the shower.
• Install a low-flow showerhead that uses only
2.5 gallons a minute of water or less.
• Wash a full load in the clothes washer and dishwasher to get the most from your washing.
• Compost your vegetable and fruit scraps rather
than using the sink garbage disposal.
• Wash fruit and vegetables in a bowl of water
rather than running the tap.
• Fix any leaky faucets or toilets. You can save
over 100 gallons of water per week!
For more information on water conservation practices, contact Dan Miller with the Scott Clean Water
Education Program at (952) 492-5424 or send an email to dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

New stormwater
permits required
for businesses
A newly re-issued permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has the potential to
affect thousands of businesses across the state. The
Industrial Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit
went into effect April 5, 2010.
The new permit affects ten industrial categories
organized into 29 sectors. These sectors range from
printing and publishing, scrap recycling, electronic
equipment and components, asphalt paving, roofing
materials manufacturers, and lubricant manufacturers.
To see if your business may need to apply for this
permit, visit the Agency’s industrial stormwater website at www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/
stormwater-i.html. The site also has the permit application, instructions, descriptions of sector-specific
permit application dates, 14 steps to permit compliance, a guide for permittees on how to create a related
pollution-prevention plan, a schedule of training and
outreach opportunities, and includes information about
how businesses may gain certification for a five-year
permit exclusion called “No Exposure.”
For more information, call the MPCA industrial
stormwater program staff at (651) 757-2119 or 1-800657-3864.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

It does take a village…
April 2009 began the activation of Influenza Pandemic Plans across the world.
The H1N1 Novel Influenza virus (erroneously referred to as swine flu early on)
took us by surprise and engulfed the world, rapidly becoming the top public health
priority. In April 2009, the United States government declared a public health pandemic emergency in the U.S. in response to the H1N1 outbreak.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) response goals were to reduce transmission, contain illness severity, and to provide information to help health care
providers, public health officials, and the public to address the challenges posed
by this emergency… all particularly urgent, as effective vaccine development would
take several months.
Without vaccine, the local public health role focused on planning, surveillance, communication, community mitigation, and coordination with the medical
community and other partners to prevent further spread of the virus and diminish
the severity of the illness.
Over the past decade, Scott County Public Health and Emergency Management — along with many other County and community partners — have been
engaged in planning for Public Health emergencies of all types, including a pandemic. These plans have been exercised and revised on an ongoing, cyclic practice. Two of the planning components have been learning the National Incident
Management System (NIMS) and a communication plan. Both of these processes
served the County well during the pandemic.
In May 2009, after a meeting with the Scott County school superintendents, an
agreement was reached to do in-school vaccinations to reach the greatest number
of children… some of the most at-risk populations. Vaccinations of this magnitude
had not been accomplished in Scott County for decades.
The vaccines were first available to public health in October 2009. Several
clinics and distribution sites were set up by public health to address the different
priority groups. The school clinics began in November 2009 to vaccinate first the
pre-school through nine-year-year old children, and later adding all ages.
The process was not a simple one. The public health infrastructure in Scott
County is one of the smallest per capita in the state, but one of the most efficient.
The CDC and MDH both recommended in-school vaccinations to reach the most
children. In the metro area, Scott County public health was the only local health
department that made the decision with the support of the Community Health Board
and the school districts to administer vaccines to all schools during the school day.
This is where it truly took a village. More than 490 volunteers assisted in
the in-school and Monday afternoon public health clinics to distribute vaccine to Scott County citizens. Public Health and the Emergency Operations Center provided the leadership to coordinate the vaccination process. Vaccines were
provided five days a week from October 2009 through March 2010. The outcome
was astonishing:
• In total, 81 school clinics were held;
• More than 21,000 forms and information sheets were mailed out to families
in eight different languages;
• Total vaccines administered in schools (students and personnel): 14,788;
• Total vaccines administered in all sites, Oct. 2009 through March 2010:
16,804;
• Percent of total enrolled students vaccinated, all schools: 38 percent;
• Percent of elementary enrolled students vaccinated, all districts: 48 percent;
• Percent of middle school and high school students vaccinated: 24 percent;
• With the assistance of the health care providers in Scott County, 27,506
individuals were vaccinated;
• Scott County vaccinated 27.32 percent of its population, the highest
percentage counted to date.
Because it took a village, we need to recognize the efforts of several partners.
First, the Community Health Board and County Administration made the prevention of H1N1 Influenza and protecting the health of their citizens a top priority.
One of the biggest needs was to have enough vaccinators at each clinic. The
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) Ambulance Services and Allina
Medical Transportation provided vaccinators, after vaccination observers, and
emergency response. Both ambulance services provided paramedics and Emergency Medical Technicians at every clinic. Their dedication to Scott County was
imperative to our success, and much appreciated.
For several years, public health has developed and trained a Medical Reserve
Corps (MRC) to assist in public health emergencies. And assist they did, providing
a variety of roles — including vaccinators and documentation clerks. Some MRC
volunteers were from the Dakota County Corps.
The schools themselves provided many hours of planning and documentation
review, as well as coordinating parent volunteers that helped with students and the
flow of the clinics. They were great with the children, and provided some very
innovative methods to distract the children as they were waiting in line. As always, law enforcement, the Sheriff’s Office, the County Attorney’s Office, and an
array of health care providers stepped in to assist and support planning and implementation of the pandemic plan.
The pandemic event provided the County with several lessons learned that will
be implemented into preparedness for future emergencies. One lesson learned: It
takes an entire village willing to provide a collective response to keep the citizens
of this County healthy and safe.
Even though the H1N1 pandemic is now at a sporadic level in the state of
Minnesota, it is still circulating and there is still a need to be vaccinated. The H1N1
vaccine will continue to be available free to everyone at the Monday afternoon
public health vaccination clinics from 1 – 5 p.m. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us for more information and links to MDH and CDC for the
most updated information on the H1N1 Influenza and Seasonal Influenza.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

CAP Corner

Donors generous during CAP
Agency Food Share Month
Every March, the CAP Agency
teams with Minnesota Food Share to
educate residents about hunger in our
communities, and to collect food to stock
the CAP Agency food shelf in Shakopee and Bountiful Basket food shelf in
Chaska. Over 50 percent of food shelf
visitors are families with children, 20
percent are seniors; the working poor
make up nearly 70 percent of the visitors to our local food shelves.
This year’s theme was “Be A Super
Hero.” During the March food drive,
local residents donated almost 80,000
pounds of food and personal care items,
and an additional $41,000 was collected.
Monetary donations are leveraged
through the Minnesota Food Bank buying network, with each dollar donated
purchasing $9 of food.
The demands on local food shelves
continue to increase. Many area
churches conduct monthly food drives
to collect needed items; local scout
troops and US Postal workers also recently collected food. During summer
months, families who rely on subsidized
lunch programs during the school year
find it more difficult to stretch their food
budget with children at home for summer vacation. To meet this increased
demand, residents are asked to consider
making a donation to keep the food
shelves full during the summer months.
Donations can be dropped off at the

CAP Agency at 712 Canterbury Road
South, Shakopee or Bountiful Basket
Food Shelf at 110650 Village Road in
Chaska. Checks can be mailed to the
CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury Road
South, Shakopee, Minnesota, 55372.
Credit card donations can be made by
calling the CAP Agency at (952) 4962125 or online at www.capagency.org.

CAP Agency holds Volunteer
Recognition Dinner
The CAP Agency held its annual
Volunteer Recognition Dinner Tuesday,
April 20, at Turtle’s Social Center in
Shakopee. Nearly 100 volunteers from
several areas of the CAP Agency attended. Linda Shelton, Community
Services Director, welcomed volunteers
from the food shelf in Shakopee, Bountiful Basket food shelf in Chaska, the
Thrift Shop, Head Start, Chore, Fare for
All, and Food Support Outreach.
Tim Walsh, CAP Agency Board
Chair, and his colleagues thanked the
volunteers for the countless hours they
provide to support the mission of the
agency. Mary Sullivan, CAP Agency
Executive Director, expressed appreciation for the dedication of the group. The
evening included entertainment provided by Concertina Fun (a group of four
concertina musicians), a buffet dinner,
and door prizes.

The Concertina Fun band from Shakopee provided music for the CAP Agency
Volunteer Recognition Dinner. Pictured (l. to r.) are Mike Shaw, Myrtle Williams,
Marian Breeggemann, and Jim Plekkenpol.

CAP Agency to hold 45th
anniversary fundraising
campaign June 17 - July 31
To observe its 45th anniversary, the
CAP Agency will kick off the “CAP 45”
community fundraising campaign from
June 17 through July 31. The goal is for
each family to consider supporting the
mission of the CAP Agency by donating $45, one dollar for each year of service.
In 1965, the Federal Government established a Community Action Program
in each county in the United States as
part of its war on poverty. Over the last
45 years, our local CAP agency has
evolved to serve Scott, Carver, and Dakota Counties and has expanded to provide a broader array of services.
The CAP Agency serves children,
families, and older adults using an integrated approach to reducing poverty
through case management and self-reliance. CAP’s programs range from Head
Start early childhood education to senior
dining, from a variety of food assistance
and food shelf programs to transitional
housing and housing for the homeless,

from energy assistance to holiday toy
drives, and from chore assistance for
seniors to a parent mentoring program
through the Healthy Families program.
Last year, CAP provided services to
more than 40,000 people within our
communities. The CAP Agency is also
a good steward of resources -- fully 94
percent of the funds entrusted to us are
used to provide direct services, especially as needs have increased over the
past two years.
Mary Sullivan, CAP Executive Director commented, “As we reflect on 45
years of service, we are grateful for the
support we have received from volunteers, donors, churches, and community
organizations. We know that the need in
our communities is greater than ever and
we hope that we can continue to count
on your support.”
Please visit the CAP Agency website to view a full list of services and
annual report at www.capagency.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Light up the grill, but be cautious

A demolition derby will be held at 7 p.m. Saturday, July 31 at the Fair.

County Fair
their skills at our Celebrity Milking Contest.
Visit your favorite animals and use
your senses to see, touch, hear, and smell
them! Choose one or many shows to
see, including the Draft Horse Competition, the Upper Midwest Stock Dog
Challenge, 4-H and Open Class animal
shows, Ranch Rodeo and Team Penning,
and much more. Catch the Talent Show
and the 4-H Arts-In Performance. Cheer
on your favorite team at the Tug–of-War
Challenge or your own children or
grandchildren at the Children’s Pedal
Tractor Pull.
Just for Kids... Thursday is Kid’s
Day at the Fair. Check out our website
for information on Kid’s Day specials
and activities and the Kid’s Coloring
Contest.
Make your way to the midway to
go on a ride or two, and try your luck at
carnival games. This year wristbands
will again be available for additional savings on rides! See the Fair website for
more information.
Don’t forget to plan on a grandstand
show, such as the Semi, Truck, and Tractor Pull, the Demolition Derby, or the
Motorcycle Supercross. New this year
is our Friday night Autocross, featuring some of the finest car racing around
and sure to be a great event!
Finish your day with a stop at Entertainment Square to listen to a fantastic band and catch up with friends. If
you are there on Friday, challenge your
adult friends with the free Mechanical
Bull Riding Contest. Go home tired and
happy that you had a great day celebrating summer with good old fashioned
family fun right here in Scott County!
Contact the Scott County Fair at
(952) 492-2436 or www.scott
countyfair.com for more information.
See you at the Fair!
Ready… Set… Pull! Gather your
friends and participate in the Scott
County Fair Tug-of-War Challenge!
The Scott County Fair will be holding the Fourth Annual Tug-of-War Challenge. Teams from area communities
will be facing off against each other in a
contest of strength and endurance, hop-
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ing to take home one of the cash prizes
and the traveling trophy!
Teams are still needed for this great
event! The Tug-of-War Challenge will
be held Saturday, July 31 beginning
at 4:00 p.m. at the Scott County Fair.
The competition will be International
Style Pulling (best of three pulls). Teams
can be made up of any number of members, with a combined weight limit of
1200 lbs. There is a minimal per-team
entry fee for the challenge. Cash prizes
will be awarded to the top three teams,
as well as a traveling trophy awarded to
the overall winner of the Challenge.
Gather your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers today and put together your team! Contact the Scott
County Fair office for more information
and an entry form: (952) 492-2436 or
visit www.scottcountyfair.com. Entry
forms are due by July 1, 2010.
Visit the Fair and Honor our Scott
County Outstanding Senior
Volunteer Citizens
Two worthy Scott County seniors
will be honored with an awards ceremony at the Scott County Fair Gazebo
on Friday July 30 at 3:30 p.m. The
award is for the Outstanding Scott
County Senior Volunteer Citizens, recognizing individuals who are active in
their community, tirelessly giving of
their time and talents for others. The
awards ceremony is free and open to the
public, with light refreshments including free ice cream and musical entertainment to follow. Please plan to attend
the ceremony and then stay to enjoy the
Scott County Fair. Friday is also Senior
Citizens Day at the Fair with free parking and admission for senior citizens
until 4 p.m.
The two winners in Scott County are
then invited to compete for the Outstanding Minnesota Senior Volunteer
Award at the Minnesota State Fair. This
award is sponsored by the Minnesota
State Fair and the Minnesota Board on
Aging. For more information, please
contact Fran Barten at (952) 758-3729
or visit the Scott County Fair website at
www.scottcountyfair.com.

Rodeos and draft horse shows attract numerous participants and spectators
to the Scott County Fair.

If you’re like me, you can’t wait for summer and all the fun outdoor activities.
Camping, boating, biking, and the numerous events you can attend with family
and friends are just a few of the reasons we all like these warm months. One popular outdoor activity enjoyed by many in the summer is firing up the grill and cooking burgers, brats, or hot dogs. When you’re out enjoying your grill this summer,
please keep in mind the safety side of this activity.
Here are some facts about grill fires that might help you fine-tune your safety
plans. According to reports gathered from 2006 through 2008, the United States
Fire Administration (USFA) observed that grill fires on residential properties resulted in an estimated average of 10 deaths, 100 injuries, and $37 million in property loss each year. Over half the fires occurred in May, June, July, and August.
Some of the other facts concerning these
types of fires are not surprising: For example, over 85 percent of the fires occurred
at single or multiple family dwellings, they
happen most often between 5 and 8 p.m.,
and the most likely spot for the fire would
be patios, terraces, screened-in porches, or
courtyards.
What is the source of these fires, and
which type of grill -- gas or charcoal -- is
safer? The most common source of fires
would be gas powered or propane (79 percent of fires) followed by charcoal (18 percent). The other 3 percent are powered by
electrical, liquid, or other fuel sources. The
leading category of factors contributing to
ignition is “mechanical failure, malfunction” (35 percent) followed by “misuse of material or product” (30 percent).
These facts shouldn’t stop us from grilling, but perhaps they can be used to
help get us thinking about using them in a safer manner. Here are some tips from
the USFA about using our barbecue grills safely.
• Position the grill well away from siding and deck railings, and out from
under eaves and overhanging branches.
• Place the grill a safe distance from lawn games, play areas, and foot traffic.
• Keep children and pets away from the grill area by declaring a three-foot
“kid-free zone” around the grill.
• Put out several long-handled grilling tools to give the chef plenty of clearance from heat and flames when cooking food.
• Periodically remove grease or fat buildup in trays below the grill so it
cannot be ignited by a hot grill.
• Use only outdoors! If used indoors or in any enclosed spaces (such as
tents), barbecue grills pose both a fire hazard and the risk of exposing occupants to
carbon monoxide.
When using charcoal grills, purchase the proper starter fluid and store it out of
reach of children and away from heat sources. Never add charcoal starter fluid
when coals or kindling have already been ignited, and never use any flammable or
combustible liquid other than charcoal starter fluid to get the fire going.
If you’re using a propane grill:
Check the propane cylinder hose for leaks before using it for the first time
each year. A light soap and water solution applied to the hose will reveal escaping
propane quickly by releasing bubbles.
If you determined your grill has a gas leak by smell or the soapy bubble test,
and there is no flame:
...Turn off the propane tank and grill.
...If the leak stops, get the grill serviced by a professional before using it again.
...If the leak does not stop, call the fire department.
If you smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and
call the fire department. Do not attempt to move the grill.
All propane cylinders manufactured after April 2002 must have overfill protection devices (OPD). OPDs shut off the flow of propane before capacity is reached,
limiting the potential for release of propane gas if the cylinder heats up. OPDs are
easily identified by their triangular-shaped hand wheel.
Use equipment bearing the mark of an independent testing laboratory. Follow
the manufacturers’ instructions on how to set up the grill and maintain it.
Never store propane cylinders in buildings or garages. If you store a gas grill
inside during the winter, disconnect the cylinder and leave it outside.
Also, remember to keep fire and heat sources apart. Move the hot grill well
away from objects or materials that will ignite, such as potholders, oven mitts,
wooden utensils, paper or plastic bags, or food packaging.
Last, but certainly not least, if your clothes catch fire, stop, drop, and roll.
Stop immediately, drop to the ground, and cover face with hands. Roll over and
over or back and forth to put out the fire. Immediately cool the burn with cool
water for three to five minutes, and then seek emergency medical care. These tips
and other cooking fire safety tips can be found at www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/
all_citizens/home_fire_prev/cooking.shtm.
The facts and tips above are provided by the USFA. They are simply good,
common sense approaches for keeping your home, family, and friends safe. Think
about ways to mitigate the fire danger in your home when grilling; then put that
steak on, sit back, and relax... you’ve earned it!
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

We all need to do our part
Scott County and the other Metropolitan counties are busy working with the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to amend our solid waste management master plans with the new goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. This
effort — directed by state legislation – was developed to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions (GHG) from solid waste management by 70 percent by 2025. When we
started to evaluate how this might be done, it became clear that this was not going
to be an easy task. Meeting this goal will require some significant modifications to
the way waste is currently being managed. However, considering from where we
have come in the past 20 years with waste management, the changes and costs will
not be as drastic as many we have already experienced. Currently, County staff is
meeting with our County Solid Waste Advisory Committee and Waste Hauler
Taskforce to develop ideas. The commitment to reduce the long-term potential
impacts from climate change is slowly growing across our country.
But we don’t have to wait for national (or even state) programs to begin to
reduce GHG. The rapidly increasing cost of energy is sufficient reason alone to
make changes. Recently, an analysis released at a symposium on “Climate, Mind,
and Behavior” by the National Resource Defense Council and the Garrison Institute’s
Climate Mind Behavior Project looked at what drives human behavior into new
thinking on climate solutions. The study reported that, collectively, we can reduce
our nation’s annual carbon emissions by one billion metric tons of GHG below
“business as usual” by 2020. This is the equivalent of 15 percent of the nation’s
GHG. Not surprisingly, some of the suggestions the study presents are the same
things that we have been suggesting for better solid waste management for over 20
years.
Here are some things we can do: Reduce unwanted catalog subscriptions (use
on-line catalogs), decrease vehicle idling, use a programmable thermostat, replace
light bulbs with compact fluorescent lamps or LED lamps, set computers to hibernate mode or turn them off, shut off unused lights, eat poultry rather than red meat
two days per week. The Minnesota Energy Challenge (www.mnenergy
challenge.org) provides many more actions for individuals and groups to pledge to
make a difference. Several local schools — St. Michael’s in Prior Lake, Prior
Lake High School, and Shakopee Area Catholic Schools — have taken the challenge. St. Michael’s leads all the other schools in the state, having reduced GHG
by over 1.5 million pounds… and saved over $100,000 in the process.
Currently, nations around the world are struggling with how to make the transition from fossil fuels to alternative forms of energy, and there are certainly no
simple solutions. The challenge will require all of us to open our minds to new
possibilities. Some actions will require government and/or corporate leadership,
but we will all need to adapt in both our personal choices and in preparing for the
challenges we will face as our climate changes. Some areas are already being
stressed by prolonged droughts, frequent floods, and more violent storms. Fortunately, humans, unlike polar bears, are an adaptable species.
We also are fortunate to be a social species, and we help one another in times
of need. But we all need to do our part.

Emerald Ash Borer – A pending
problem for Scott County
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an
insect that attacks and kills ash trees.
EAB is native to eastern Asia, but was
first observed on this continent in Detroit, Michigan and Winsor, Ontario in
2002. It has recently been found in Minnesota (in both St. Paul and Minneapolis), and it is just a matter time before it
is found here in Scott County.
Ash tree species native to North
America have no natural defenses to
EAB. Millions have already been killed
in infested areas in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Missouri. Minnesota has one
of the highest volumes of ash forestland
in the U.S. Ash has also been a popular
boulevard and yard tree, and it is estimated that there are hundreds of thousands of ash trees growing in Scott
County.
For a brief overview of the signs of
EAB infestation, visit the EAB Program
Page at the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture website (www.mda.
state.mn.us); it is the best sources of additional information.
How do I tell if its EAB?
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture has a checklist on their website
you can go use to assess whether a tree
is an ash and is showing signs of an infestation. Work through the checklist
and compare pictures of the insect with
that of EAB. There are many other in-

sects that can
be confused
with EAB or
cause symptoms that resemble those
caused by
EAB. The
checklist will
The Emerald Ash help you rule
Borer is small and out EAB, or it
emerald, just as its will help you
name implies.
get in contact
with an EAB
First Detector. EAB First Detectors are
volunteers trained to help guide citizens
in diagnosing and reporting potential infestations of EAB in Minnesota. You
Arrest.The.Pest
can
contact
@state.mn.us or call Arrest the Pest
hotline at (651) 201-6684 to find an
EAB First Detector near you.
What can I do about EAB?
Don’t import or transport materials
such as ash firewood to Minnesota —
or even within the area locally, now that
EAB has been confirmed in the Twin
Cities. Become familiar with the signs
of EAB and check your ash trees. Information on the pros and cons of planting ash trees, preemptive removal, and
insecticide use are available on the website listed above.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County strives to operate
HHW facility efficiently
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) program continues to serve a growing number of Scott
County residents each and every year.
During 2009, a record 6,258 participants dropped off 620,333 pounds of
potentially hazardous materials for management, recycling, and disposal. Yet
even in light of greater participation
rates, the Scott County HHW program
still strives to operate in a safe and efficient manner. In these days of tight budgets, it is pleasant to note that while
HHW participation rates increased by 13
percent over the previous year, the actual cost of serving each participant has
decreased by two percent over that same
time period.
The Scott County HHW Facility was
constructed to serve County residents in
2001. Since that date, the program has
collected over 3,900,000 pounds of potentially hazardous chemicals from local residents. Those hazardous chemi-

cals were then processed and managed
properly in order to prevent those materials from impacting our local environment. In addition, since 2001, the REUSE Room has given away over
338,000 pounds of usable consumer
products to our residents – thus saving
many Scott County residents hundreds
of dollars. Be sure to stop by the REUSE Room and see what items are waiting to help you with your next home improvement project!
Remember, as of the beginning
2010, the HHW Facility is open for an
additional day each week, adding Thursday (12 noon to 4 p.m.) to the regular
schedule (Wednesday, 12 noon to 6 p.m.
and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon). Further, the program has added appliances,
tires, automotive batteries, and scrap
metal to the list of items accepted for
recycling. Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/
HHW for more information.

2009 HHW Program Summary:
Number of Participants Served: 6,258
Total pounds of materials collected: 620,333 pounds
Average pounds of material per participant: 97 pounds
Total pounds of products given away in the RE-USE Room: 73,041 pounds
A Quick Comparison

2008

2009

Number of participants served
Annual hazardous materials collected
Hazardous materials collected
(per participant)
Material given away in RE-Use Room
Cost per drop-off participant

5,517
6,258
+ 13%
491,871 lbs. 620,333 lbs. + 26%
89 lbs.
97 lbs.
53,148 lbs. 73,041 lbs.
$38.95
$38.35

% Change

+ 9%
+ 37%
- 2%

Funding available to assist with
septic repairs, replacement
Minnesota Housing offers two affordable home improvement programs
that can be used to repair or replace septic systems for owner-occupied homes.
The programs are available through locally-participating lending partners.
The Fix-Up Fund is a monthly payment, fixed-rate loan for homeowners
with a gross annual household income
that does not exceed $96,500. It is available for most improvements that contribute to the livability, accessibility, or
energy efficiency of a home, such as
septic repairs, a new furnace, central air
conditioning, electrical wiring, a new
roof, windows, siding, and many other
repairs and remodeling. A failed Septic
Compliance Inspection is not required
in order to qualify for this loan.
The Rehabilitation Loan Program
is a deferred-repayment loan available
to low income households. The Rehabilitation Loan is for basic improvements to the livability, accessibility, or
energy efficiency of a home, including
septic repairs, electrical wiring, furnace
replacement, and plumbing. The Rehabilitation Loan does not have an origination fee. A failed Septic Compliance

Inspection is required for eligibility.
Please contact Minnesota Housing
at (651) 296-8215 or refer to their website at www.mnhousing.gov for more
information on eligibility requirements
and names of organizations that are participating lending partners.
Scott County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) offers the
Agriculture Best Management Practices Loan Program (Ag BMP Program) for septic system repairs and replacement. The Ag BMP Loan is available for septic systems that have failed
a Compliance Inspection. Contact the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District at (952) 492-5412 or
stietz@co.scott.mn.us for more information on eligibility and loan features.

Check it out – the new Scott County
Natural Resources Dept. website!
At www.co.scott.mn.us/naturalresources, you can find…
♦ Information on the Emerald Ash Borer
♦ The Natural Area Corridors map
♦ How to implement natural area corridors with conservation
easements
♦ Land cover types in Scott County
♦ Scott County Water Resources Plan
♦ Feedback and Commonly Asked Questions

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Master Gardeners host “Evenings in the Garden”
The Carver/Scott Master Gardeners began their
free spring and summer educational series at the Scott
County Teaching Gardens (Scott County Fairgrounds)
on Thursday, April 22 under fair skies, mild temperatures, and among more than 20 eager new and experienced gardeners celebrating Earth Day.
“It’s unbelievable that we are out here in the gardens in April turning soil, sorting seeds, and making
sure our spring preparation guarantees successful summer harvest this early,” remarked Mandy Urness, Cochair of the Evenings in the Garden series. “I think I
remember snow in April some years!”
The Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching Gardens
were established to provide small theme gardens that
gardeners can adapt to their own backyard. Gardens
in Literature is this year’s theme, but plenty of practical knowledge is available as well. On April 22, attendees not only learned how to correctly and successfully plant a tree, but also received a red or white oak
or dogwood shrubs for their own yard donated by the
Soil and Water Division of Scott County. Between 6 8 p.m., Master Gardeners hosted sessions on garden
design, spring garden preparation for successful flower
and vegetable harvests throughout the summer, seed
starting, and transplanting of seedlings into the garden. Another highlight of the evening was the opportunity to discover how Scott County gardeners can con-

Participants check out plants (and learn to
distinquish them from weeds) during the
“Evenings in the Garden.”

tribute to local food shelves through the PAR (“Plant a
Row”) program by providing local food shelves produce from their own vegetable gardens.
As of Thursday, May 27, weekly half-hour sessions are held in the gardens. These casual evenings
offer an opportunity for visitors to talk directly with a
Master Gardener about specific garden themes and
topics of interest. All of these free family learning
opportunities take place at the Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching Garden. Please register for all or

your choice of topics by calling (952) 492-5410 or emailing smith515@umn.edu. Rain or shine, all family members are welcome!
June 17: Attracting Wildlife (…or Not!)**
June 24: Creating Salads with Fresh Greens and
Flowers
July 1: Special Garden Highlight Tour (to be
announced)
July 8: Weed Identification
July 15: Just for Kids **
July 22: Succession Planting for a Fall Harvest
July 29: Scott County Fair Garden Tours
August 5: Toxic Plants
August 12: Flower Arranging
August 19: Beetles, Borers, and Bugs **
August 26: Maintaining Your Perennials
September 2: Special Garden Highlight Tour (to be
announced)
September 9: Fall Lawn Care
September 16: Gifts from the Garden**
September 23: From “Vine to Wine” Special
Presentation
September 30: Harvesting and Storing the Harvest
** Indicates the two hour sessions from 6-8 p.m.
All other sessions begin at 6:30 p.m. and are expected
to run about a half hour.

Junior Master Gardener
Program to begin in Shakopee
The Junior Master Gardener
(JMG) Program is a youth gardening
program provided through the University of Minnesota Extension. This program was developed to inspire children
to investigate the natural world. It is
based upon the concept that when children feel connected to the natural world,
they become creative, enthusiastic, and
joyful learners. The Scott/Carver Master Gardeners along with Shakopee Parks
and Recreation has planned gardening
programming for two age groups on
Tuesdays from June 15 through August
10.
“Watch Me Grow” Children’s
Garden
Geared for children ages 6 to 8,
these sessions will be held from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. at Holmes Park in Shakopee.
The cost is $30 for residents, $35 for
non-residents.
Young children have a natural curiosity and an innate need for contact with
nature. Activities like “Touch and Tell”
(about plant parts), “Taste Test” (about
color, taste, texture), or “Paper Pot”
(starting a plant from seeds) will kindle

their curiosity. Children learn from fun
games like “Shake, Rattle, and Roll”
(about soil texture) or “the Choo-Choo”
song (about plants and the foods they
make). These classes will be taught by
Master Gardeners who have experience
teaching children and seek to inspire
children with wonder about natural
things.
Green Thumb – Jr. Master
Gardeners
For children ages 9 - 11, the sessions
are scheduled from 10:45 - 11:45 a.m.
at Holmes Park in Shakopee. The cost
is for $30 residents, $35 for non-residents.
Participants will gain knowledge
and appreciation of nature through a
range of activities that investigate plant
growth, plant needs, the connection between plants and people, the role of insects, the food chain, and the connection of plants to the foods we eat. They
will learn through games and songs like
“Junk Food Blues” (to understand
healthy foods), “Oxygen Factory” (photosynthesis), or “Gas Gobblers” (the difference between plants and people).

Cub Scouts plant donated seedlings
Members of Shakopee Cub Scout Pack 619 planted red and white oak
seedlings at Red Oak Elementary School in Shakopee in mid-April. They
received the donated seedlings from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District in Jordan. Helping with the planting (in random order) were Alex,
Nick and Ed Facundo; Eli, Brandon, Leanne and Bill Lehn; Garrett and Lisa
Riley; Rob, Nancy and Max Crowe; Adam, Jack and Doug Bjelland; Olivia
Ostensen; Kit and Siew Kin Chow; Garret, Jacob and Brad Harinen; Alex,
Erik and Brian Hamilton; Darin Whitney; Riley, Shawn and Michael McCartney;
and Dave Mennen.

They will also learn about how to grow
a garden, have a chance to plant and
water, and explore the factors that contribute to plant growth through the real
experience of spending time in a garden.
These classes will be taught by Master
Gardeners who are knowledgeable about

horticulture and believe in the importance of the experience of nature in
children’s development.
To register for either session, contact Shakopee Parks and Recreation at
(952) 233-9509.

Master Gardeners to host Self-Guided Master Garden Tour July 24
Area Master Gardeners will hold a
drive-it-yourself Master Garden Tour in
the west metro on July 24. This is the
third self-guided master garden tour to
be sponsored by the Carver/Scott Master Gardeners. Gardens and Gardeners
include:
Evie (Waconia): This gardener has
studied rain gardens for several years,
and put her knowledge to work in her
own design. She also makes innovative
use of rain barrels to water her shady,
sunny, and vegetable gardens.
Nancy (Excelsior): Bordered by a
tranquil lake in both front and back, this
setting is enhanced by the design abilities and plant knowledge of its owner.
Experience an unusual labyrinth/maze
garden created from flowering plants.
Renay (Excelsior): She uses her
small attached greenhouse to start many
of the plants for her various gardens.
Enjoy her evergreen privacy screen,

large centerpiece white pine, and two
arbors, all tended lovingly by this tree
care advisor.
Judy (Shorewood): Combine
many years in one location with skill and
patience to add up to this delightful
property with a touch of Zen. Other
highlights include shade and sun gardens, a well-chosen assortment of conifers, and a pondless stream.
Ethel (Wayzata): These gardens
are situated on a corner lot with large
old oaks. The former Maryland Master
Gardener has transplanted her knowledge of plants to Minnesota and created
a wonderful shady landscape.
Petey (Minnetonka): This large
suburban lot has been enhanced by incorporating a variety of plant species
with tasteful repetitive themes in a mixture of rambling beds. Other features
include a patio, garden art, and a water
feature.

Cindy (Chanhassen): This gardener has used landscape rock to advantage in her shady garden, and incorporated several sitting areas – all with views
of the gardens.
Although this is a self-guided tour,
Master Gardeners will be on-site to answer any questions. A map and a brochure with garden descriptions are provided with ticket purchase. The tickets
are $10 if purchased in advance (by 4
p.m., July 23) or $12 on the day of the
tour.
Please call (952) 492-5410 for more
information and to purchase tickets.
Proceeds benefit the Master Gardener program, a non-profit educational
outreach of the University of Minnesota
Extension. The program utilizes trained
volunteers to assist people and their
communities through gardening information and activities. Scott and Carver
Counties are served by more than 100
active Master Gardeners.

Petey’s garden in Minnetonka
incorporates a variety of plant
species in a mixture of beds.
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Savage Arts Council to host
juried competition, show
4th Annual Savage Juried Art Show, June 11 - July 16
The Savage Arts Council invites all
amateur and professional artists to enter
the 2010 Juried Art Competition and
Show. Prizes totaling $1,200 will be
awarded. The show is open to anyone
who lives in Minnesota, and entrants
may submit up to two pieces.
Categories include the following:
• Oil
• Water Media (watercolor and
acrylic)
• Digital and mixed media
• Pastels and drawing
• Photography
• Three-dimensional (sculpture,
pottery, and glass)
Entries will be accepted at the The
Hamilton Community Room, 4735 W.
123rd St., between 2 and 8 p.m. on June
4 and between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on
June 5. The Art Show, held at the Savage Art Studios & Gallery, will open to
the public from June 11 to July 16, with
an awards ceremony (11:30 a.m. to 2
p.m.) on June 13. Entries will be judged
by Richard Kochenash, who trained at
Atelier Le Sauer and studied with Richard Lack, and has instructed for over 20

years in the Twin Cities.
Artwork will be displayed at the
following locations in Savage from
June 14 – July 16:
• Associated Bank, 12303
Princeton Ave.
• Sterling State Bank, 14185
Highway 13
• Scott County – Savage Public
Library, 13090 Alabama Ave.
South
• Savage City Hall, 6000 McColl
Drive
• Savage Art Studios and Gallery,
4723 West 123rd Street
This activity is funded in part
through a grant from The McKnight
Foundation and the Minnesota Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund as appropriated
by the Minnesota State Legislature with
money from the vote of the people of
Minnesota on November 4, 2008.
To download the prospectus, map,
and more information on the 2010 Juried
Art Competition and Show, visit
savageartscouncil.org or contact Jo
Storey at (952) 895-0375.

Local Farmers’ Markets
offer fresh produce, fun
What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce?
Celebrate summer by visiting one or
more of the great local farmers’ markets
right here in our own community.

(May 9 – October)

The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon, Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. [starting in midJune]) provides fresh, locally grown
produce, plants, and fruit trees, as well
as some crafts, baked goods, jellies,
jams, honey and other food.
The New Prague Farmers’ Market
is held in the parking lot of the Community Baptist Church at 500 County Road
37 in New Prague. For more information, please contact Jim Slinkard at (952)
758-3717.

Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through October)

Located at Court Square Park, the
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features
hardy perennials, delicious produce, and
even periodic visits from Master Gardeners. The market is held on Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m. They have recently added a Saturday market from 9

Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivals, get acquainted with other Scott County residents, and spend time with old
friends. Below is a schedule of some of the upcoming local events in
and around your community. Please contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 if you would like to have
your organization’s activities or special events highlighted in next year’s
summer events issue. And be sure to check your local papers and community websites for further details – happy summer!
Sunday, June 20
June 24-27
June 26
June 26-27
June 25-27

Sunday, July 4
Sunday, July 4
Saturday, July 10
July 16-18
Sunday, July 18
July 28 – August 1
July 24-25
August 4-8

August 6-8

(Saturdays, May 8 – November)

New Prague Farmers’ Market

Enjoy summertime
events in Scott County

August 5-7

Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
The eighth season of the Prior Lake
Farmers’ Market began on May 8 and
will continue each Saturday from 8 a.m.
to noon until November.
Live music is provided almost every weekend, and breakfast is cooked
right on site. There are many more new
and returning vendors this year, and
crafts and projects for kids are provided
by area Girl Scouts. Located on Main
Street (downtown Prior Lake), just off
Highway 13 and CR 21. Free parking is
available at many of the local businesses.
For more information, contact Karla
Haugen at (952) 447-0263 or visit their
website at www.priorlakefarmers
market.com.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Fresh aspargus was featured at the
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market.

a.m. to noon at Genesis Growing Solutions Cooperative. For more information, contact Lisa Fahey at (952) 8735665, Diane Skelley at (952) 873-2467,
or e-mail to belleplainemarket@
hotmail.com. You can also find more
information by checking out “Belle
Plaine Farmers Market” on Facebook!

Savage Farmers’ Market
(Sundays, June 20 – October 31)

Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets. In addition to their flagship market in downtown Saint Paul, the
Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets run 19 satellite markets throughout the metropolitan area – one right in the heart of Savage! Located at 123rd Street at Highway
13, the Savage Farmers’ Market opens
on June 20 and will be held on Sundays
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. through October
31. Market staff can be reached at (651)
227-8101 or via e-mail to
info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.

Shakopee Farmers’ Market
(Thursdays, June 24 - October)

The Shakopee Farmers’ Market is
located in the parking lot of the Shakopee American Legion (1266 First Ave.
E.) and is open from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Thursdays starting June 24 through
October.
If you have information about other
farmers’ markets in and around Scott
County, please contact Lisa Kohner at
(952) 496-8780 or via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us to be included
in an upcoming issue of the SCENE!

August 7-8
August 20-22
Sunday, August 15
Sept. 10-11

Sunday, Sept. 12
Sept. 17-18
Sunday, Sept. 19

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic
Church, New Market
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including fireworks
at dusk on Saturday
Jordan Pork in the Park Jordan Valley Bike
Tour
Jordan Art Festival and wine tasting
Elko New Market Fire/Rescue Days, including
a dance Friday night. Community Parade at
1:00 Saturday followed by games, food, and
fun at Wagner Park;
Sunday morning Lions’ pancake breakfast at
Wagner Park
Fireworks at Falcon Ridge Elementary School
Fireworks over Prior Lake
Lakefront Jazz and Blues Festival in Prior Lake
Bar-B-Q Days in Belle Plaine, including a
“grande day” parade at noon on Saturday and
fireworks on Sunday evening
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
in Cedar Lake Township
Scott County Fair (see article in this issue of
the SCENE)
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring
“old- tyme” German music and German and
Mexican food Saturday evening and Sunday
Derby Days in Shakopee, fireworks on
Saturday evening and parade on Sunday at 1:30
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including a
parade on Saturday at 1:30 p.m. and fireworks
Saturday evening. Outdoor movies at The
Bandshell in Lakefront Park Friday and
Saturday nights
47th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas
Engine Festival
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
“Wacipi” (or Pow Wow)
Parish Festival at Church of St. Mary of the
Purification in Marystown
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; car cruise
and street dance Friday evening downtown
Jordan; parade at 11 a.m. Saturday and
fireworks at 9 p.m. Saturday
Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie,
Belle Plaine
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise
Friday evening and parade at noon Saturday
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Fall
Festival in Jordan

Prior Lake adults 55 and
older invited to join Club Prior
Club Prior is a resource and recreation center for Prior Lake residents aged
55-plus. The Club shares building space
with the Prior Lake Library (16210
Eagle Creek Avenue in Prior Lake) and
is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Club
Prior is funded and staffed by the City
of Prior Lake.
Weekly activities include the Walking Club, Wii bowling, re-creating greeting cards and gift bags, exercise classes,
card games, dominoes, and bingo. Each
month, Club Prior offers a field trip for
a reasonable fee. We have visited small
towns; attended plays; visited parks and
museums; gone out for lunch; taken boat
rides, and more. Once a month, Club
Prior offers a free blood pressure clinic,
hosts interesting speakers, and provides
free health care insurance counseling.

Seasonally, Club Prior offers free tax
preparation utilizing AARP volunteers.
Whether you would like to join us
for events, seek out resources for particular issues, or just plain socialize with
your friends and neighbors, drop in at
Club Prior and see for yourself what we
are all about. Everyone is welcome to
come to Club Prior. There is no fee to
attend; however, there is a fee for field
trips and a small fee is required for exercise classes.
Our calendar is available online at
www.cityofpriorlake.com. Click on
“Departments,” then click on “Recreation” and then “Club Prior.” For more
information or to receive a calendar
call (952) 447-9820 or (952) 447-9783,
or visit www.cityofpriorlake.com.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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SCOTT COUNTY RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
-- SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE -Scott County is home to several major regional
parks and family entertainment attractions which provide area residents with many opportunities to explore
nature and enjoy outdoor recreational opportunities.
In this special pull-out section of The Scott County
SCENE, these parks, programs, and attractions are
featured in order to provide you with information so
you can explore and enjoy Scott County this summer!

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
(952) 447-6913
The glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northeast
Scott County make Murphy-Hanrehan one of the most
picturesque areas found in the Twin Cities. The terrain is also popular with horseback riders, mountain
bikers, and hikers. With the exception of the trails,
this 2,786-acre park remains undeveloped. The park
also features 200 acres of restored prairie within a 450acre prairie management area. The best way to view
the prairie is to park at the horse trailer parking lot and
walk in. (Volunteers are needed in the fall to collect
prairie seeds. To volunteer, call 763-559-6706.) In
2004, Murphy-Hanrehan was designated as an “Important Bird Area” by the National Audubon Society.

the trail, significantly reducing the potential for erosion. This also helps keep the trail surface dry, allowing for the trail to open earlier in the season and sooner
after a large rain event.
The trail offers a seven-mile advanced loop, twoand-a-half-mile intermediate loop, and eight-tenths of
a mile easy loop. The course allows a wide range of
mountain bikers to use the system and expand their
skills. The trail offers sustained climbs through a
wooded area and several interesting views of the wetland complex tucked between the more difficult trail
loops. Trail visitors should use caution while riding
and hiking the trail.
The single-track trail adds diversity to types of
trails available to metro mountain bikers. Roughly twothirds of the single track is designated as ‘Advanced
trail,’ rare in the Twin Cities area. Murphy-Hanrehan
is popular with more skilled riders looking for a challenge, while still satisfying beginner and intermediate
riders with the first two loops.
Minnesota Off-Road Cyclists (MORC) volunteers
assist Park District Maintenance and Public Safety staff
in maintaining and patrolling the trail.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

(763) 694-7777
The 1,186 acre Cleary Lake Regional Park is one
of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the
southern metro area. Park guests enjoy swimming,
boating, and fishing in the summer. Golfers find challenge in the par 3, 9-hole course and driving range.
Large groups gather at the three-season pavilion, group
picnic areas, and group camp sites. Group facilities
are available on a reservation basis by calling (763)
559-6700 on weekdays.
Facility highlights include:
PHOTO COURTESY OF THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT

Horseback riding is a popular activity at MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve.

The park has the only known breeding population of
hooded warblers in the state, as well as blue-winged
warblers, Acadian flycatchers, yellow-crowned night
herons, loons, red-shouldered hawks, Cerulean warblers (a species of special concern in Minnesota) and
Henslow’s sparrows (an endangered species in Minnesota).
Facility highlights include:
• 21 miles of turf hiking trails, including 4.2
miles of dog walking trails
• 14 miles of scenic horseback riding trails with
trailer parking
• Ten miles of mountain bike trails (open August 1 through October 31)
• Boat launch (gas motors not permitted)
• 200 acres of restored prairie
• Group horse camp that can accommodate 20
horses

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visitor Center/Clubhouse with concessions
Par 3, 9-hole golf course
Public and group picnic areas
Three-season picnic pavilion
Group and family camp sites
Sandy swimming beach
Boat launch and fishing pier
3.5 miles of paved bike and hike trails; dogs
allowed on six-foot leashes
2.4 miles of unpaved trails
Boat and bike rentals
28-acre dog off-leash area

PHOTO COURTESY OF THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT

Rental equipment is available at Cleary Lake Park.

Cleary Lake Golf Course
The Cleary Lake Golf Course is a par 3, 9-hole
course that offers lessons, equipment rental, a driving
range, merchandise, food, and discounts for juniors
and seniors. Call (763) 694-7777 to reserve your tee
time.

Greens fees:
• Regular 9 holes: $14.50; Tour Card rate: $12.50.
• Junior/senior rates (before 4 p.m., Monday Friday): $12.50; Tour Card rate: $10.50.

Golf Leagues
Cleary Lake Golf Course offers leagues for families, adults, seniors, and women. For more information,
call
(763)
694-7777
or
visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT

“The Landing – Minnesota River
Heritage Park” (formerly Historic
Murphy’s Landing)
(763) 694-7784
Summer Saturdays: June 5 - August 28
(except August 7), The Landing
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Experience the excitement and challenges of life
along the Minnesota River in the 1800s. Meet the residents of Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help with their
daily chores, play games, attend school, and participate in 1800s era craft demonstrations. Play games
and enjoy a ride on a trolley pulled by Percheron draft
horses! Many buildings are open for touring, as is the
gift shop. In addition, food is available for purchase
most Saturdays. Cost: $5 for ages 18-64; $3 for ages
2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 are free!
$3 Tour Days
Sundays — June 6, 13, 27
Sundays — July 11, 18, 25
Sundays — August 1, 15, 22, 29
Join a guided tour at The Landing. Enter through
the Visitor Center (Main Entrance).Walking distance
is one-mile round trip. Sunday tours at 1 and 3 p.m.
Weekday tours at 11 a.m., 1 and 3 p.m. Cost: $3 ages
for 2 and up; children under 2 are free!

Pa and Ma Day: Sunday, June 20 at the
Landing; Noon to 5 p.m.
Treat your Pa and Ma to a day of old-fashioned
frontier fun. Enjoy an 1860s “base ball” game and an
Abraham Lincoln play. Challenge Dad to a game of
horseshoes or visit the dressmaker with Ma, then dance
to some live music! Ride on a trolley pulled by
Percheron draft horses. The gift shop will be open and
food available for purchase. Dads and Moms get in
free with one paid admission! Cost: $5 for ages 1864; $3 for ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 are
free!

Independence Day 1889: Sunday, July 4
(noon-5 p.m.) at The Landing

Mountain Biking at Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve
In 2007, Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in Savage opened a single-track sustainable mountain bike
trail, unlike any other trail found within Three Rivers
Park District. The footprint of the trail is relatively
narrow to provide for a very intimate experience with
the natural surroundings. Mountain bike and hiking
trails throughout the rest of the park district are wider.
The trail’s design incorporates three key sustainable-design principles: Gentle grade, grade reversals,
and an out-sloped tread. These elements work together
to allow water runoff to flow across rather than down

PHOTO COURTESY OF THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT

Vistors step back into the 1800s at The Landing
in Shakopee.

Celebrate America’s birthday with the settlers of
Eagle Creek. Experience festivities of 1889 by marching in a parade, playing croquet, throwing horseshoes,
churning ice cream, riding the horse-drawn trolleys,
and more! Defend the town’s honor in a “base ball”
match against the mighty Quicksteps. See live raptors
from Richardson Nature Center. The gift shop will be
open and food available for purchase. Cost: $5 for
ages 18-64; $3 for ages 2-17 and seniors. Children
under 2 are free!

Early Minnesota Trades: Saturday, August 7
(10 a.m . -5 p.m.) and Sunday, August 8 (noon
- 5 p.m.) at The Landing
Visit the many artisans demonstrating their skills
at Eagle Creek Village. From blacksmithing to woodworking, from spinning to weaving, see how lives in
early Minnesota were sustained by the tools of the
trade. Play games and enjoy a ride on a trolley pulled
by Percheron draft horses. Gift shop open and food
available for purchase. Cost: $5 for ages 18-64; $3 for
ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under are 2 free!

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES to Page 12
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Recreational facilities in Scott County
SUMMER CAMPS AT THE LANDING
“Log Cabin Life: Beginner”: Ages 6-9
June 22-24, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-13
July 13-15, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-15
August 3-5, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-17
Experience the life of a pioneer and discover how
people lived before electricity and modern technology! Explore the woods around our authentic log cabin
and learn how to use plants and animals to survive.
Gain useful skills, including knot tying, shelter building, and historic techniques for preparing food. Help
with chores around the cabin, go to class in the oneroom schoolhouse, and play with historic toys. Demonstrate these new skills for your parents on the last
day of camp! Reservations required; please call (763)
559-6700. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $150.

“One-Room Schoolhouse”: Ages 6-12
June 30, Wednesday #338410-01
July 21, Wednesday #338410-02
August 11, Wednesday #338410-03
Spend a day with us! Help with chores around the
farm before heading off to class at our one-room
schoolhouse. Take lessons on a slate board and make
your own quill pen. Play with 19th Century toys and
visit the village of Eagle Creek. This camp is offered
with Victorian Tea Party (see below) — take one or
both! Reservations are required; call (763) 559-6700.
9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., cost is $35.

“Victorian Tea Party”: Ages 6-12
July 1, Thursday #338410-07
July 22, Thursday #338410-10
August 12, Thursday #338410-11
You’re invited to spend a day with us at our beautiful Victorian house! Learn embroidery, parlor games,
and how to communicate using only a fan! Join us for
tea, dancing, and a game of croquette! This camp is
offered with One-Room Schoolhouse (see above) —
take one or both! Reservations are required; please call
(763) 559-6700. 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., cost is $35.

ents a tour on the last day of camp! Reservations are
required; please call (763) 559-6700. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
cost is $150.

For more information about Three Rivers
Park District facilities or summer activities,
please call (763) 559-9000 or visit
www.threeriversparks.org.

Spring Lake Regional Park
(undeveloped future park)
Located on the northern edge of Spring Lake, this
undeveloped 351-acre park features mature maplebasswood forests, wetlands, and lakeshore. Scott
County recently completed a development master plan
for the Park, which can be viewed on the County’s
website at www.co.scott.mn.us. The purpose of the
master plan is to guide future park development, programming and operations. Please call the Scott County
Parks Department at (952) 496-8783 with any questions or comments about the plan.

Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
(undeveloped future park )
This future 900-acre park is located in Cedar Lake
Township between St. Catherine and Lenin Lakes. The
site contains a mix of biologically rich oak forests and
woodlands, a maze of wetlands and ponds, farm fields,
and an original 1800s farmstead. The Park’s cultural
and natural resources will offer a wide variety of recreational opportunities. Beginning in June of this year,
a development master plan will be created for the park
over the next nine to twelve months through a planning process that will involve the public, elected officials, and additional stakeholders. To learn more about
the planning effort or to get involved, call (952) 4968752.

“Log Cabin Life: Advanced”: Ages 10-15
August 17-19, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-04
Participate in ultimate pioneer training! Cook
meals on the wood burning stoves, tend to the garden,
practice wilderness survival, and help preserve food
for the upcoming winter. Discover what it takes to interpret these skills in a living history setting. Learn
about the history of our buildings and give your par-

Scott County Regional Trail
(partially developed)
When completed, this 13.5 mile paved regional
trail will connect the Minnesota Valley Trail in Shakopee to Spring Lake Regional Park, the City of Prior
Lake, Cleary Lake Regional Park, and the MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve. The trail will traverse gently
rolling terrain and will accommodate biking, walking,
and in-line skating. The majority of the trail will be
located parallel to county roads, with a little over a
mile running through natural landscapes in the northern part of Cleary Lake Regional Park. To date, completed portions of the trail include a one-mile section
along County Road 79 between 10th Avenue and Hwy
169 in the City of Shakopee and a 6.6-mile segment
extending from CR 17 along CR 82, to south on CR
21 and through Cleary Lake Regional Park, to CR 27/
Texas Avenue; (An additional 2.6 miles of County
trail continues along CR 21 to the Scott /Dakota County
line.)

For information on federally-owned parks, including the Louisville Swamp, Rice Lake, and Wilkie Unit,
call (952) 854-5900 for the visitor center.

“Civil War Camp”: Ages 9-12

July 6-8, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-14
July 27-29, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-16
Immerse yourself in the life of a pioneer! Expand
your ability to identify plants in the forest and track
animals. Use a bow and arrow and start a fire to cook
your food. Learn how to tie intricate knots and build
shelters. Help with chores around the cabin, work in
the garden, and visit the one-room schoolhouse. Demonstrate your new skills to your parents on the last day
of camp! Reservations are required; please call (763)
559-6700. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $150.

views for picnicking and
more leisurely biking and
hiking experiences. Beginning in June of this
year, an acquisition master plan will be created
for the future park reserve over the next nine
to twelve months
through a planning process that will involve the It isn’t unusual to see a
public, elected officials, variety of wildlife in area
parks.
and additional stakeholders. This planning effort will identify the future park
reserve boundary and potential future park facilities
and recreation amenities. To learn more about the planning effort or to get involved, call (952) 496-8752.

Minnesota Valley National Refuge

June 15-17, Tuesday - Thursday #338410-06
Go from civilian to “soldier” in the 5th Minnesota
Infantry and relive the Civil War. Activities include
19th Century baseball, rope making, one-room school,
military drills, marching, and camp life. Learn about
Minnesota’s role in the Civil War and participate in a
simulated skirmish. Recruits may be male or female.
Reservations are required; please call (763) 559-6700.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $150.

“Log Cabin Life: Intermediate”: Ages 9-12

From Page 9

Minnesota Valley State Recreation
Area (952) 492-6400

Scott County has partnered with Lancer Hospitality
to provide special events such as weddings, family
reunions, and company picnics at Cedar Lake Farm
Regional Park.

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
(partially developed future park)
Visit Cedar Lake Farm (located on the southern
shore of Cedar Lake in Helena Township) for shore
fishing, passive picnicking, and lakeside catered events!
While major redevelopment of the park is still in the
future, a portion of the park — the old Cedar Lake
Farm Day resort property — is open daily from dawn
to dusk for public use from Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend, possible as a result of
the County’s interim operations plan for the property.
Through this plan, the County has entered a publicprivate business partnership with Lancer Hospitality,
which offers private catered events throughout the
week, incorporating public recreation.
Beginning in June of this year, a development
master plan will be created for the entire 300-acre park
over the next nine to twelve months through a planning process that will involve the public, elected officials, and additional stakeholders . To learn more about
the planning effort or to get involved, call (952) 4968752. For information on catered events and company picnics, please call (952) 758-8640.

www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/
minnesota_valley
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and
Federal Refuge was established by State and Federal
Legislatures to provide recreational travel routes
“...through areas which have significant scenic, historic, scientific, or recreational qualities and to provide wildlife habitat.” For further information,
please call (952)-492-6400. Reservations for the
Quarry Campground, the Equestrian Campground, and
the Pioneer Group Camp can now be made by calling
1 (866) 857-2757 or by visiting www.stayat
mnparks.com.

The Historic S.B. Strait House
This Historic S.B. Strait House is open from midApril to mid-September from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. (Other times can be
made available upon request.)

Headquarters (Lawrence)
Located between Jordan and Belle Plaine on Township Road 57, which is just north of Highway 169.
Highlights include the only remaining building from
the 1850s town of St. Lawrence as well as the following recreational opportunities:

Camping
• 25 scenic, well-spaced, rustic family campsites
• 8 secluded, walk-in campsites
• 1 walk-in/canoe campsite (by Paine Pond)
Note: Camping headquarters (Lawrence) are rustic,
which means that picnic tables, fire rings, drinking
water, and pit toilets are available.

Picnic Area

Blakeley Bluffs Regional Park Reserve
Available for group use.
Trail Center and Trail Access
(proposed future park reserve)

Young fishermen enjoyed catching fish from the
shore at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park.

This proposed 2,000-acre park reserve will be located in Blakeley Township along the Minnesota River.
The park reserve would provide scenic bluff views and
opportunities for interesting and challenging hiking
experiences afforded by its dramatic landscape. The
flatter upper bluff areas will offer stellar landscape

Twenty two miles for horseback riding, mountain
biking and hiking; four mile loop for hiking; and a
“rustic” group camping area, ideal for adult and youth
groups. Fishing: try fishing at Beason Lake — near
the Quarry Campground — or on the Minnesota River.
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES to Page 18
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Positive “out of school time” options
offered this summer through 4-H
By Abby Wagner, Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator
With summer already here, many parents are looking for good, constructive
out of school time options to occupy kids’ summer hours. Out of school time
programs for kids can have strong positive effects on children’s academic, social,
and emotional lives. The National Institute on Out of School Time says that this is
especially true for students whose personal circumstances put them at higher risk
of school failure. Some research even suggests that what students do during their
out of school time hours has as much bearing on their success as what they do
during the school days.
This is why it is so important to get your children involved in programming
that will make a lasting impact on their lives. The 4-H Program offers kids an
opportunity to be involved in a community of young people across America who
are learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 4-Hers do this in a number of
ways: First, they can start locally in a 4-H club. Scott County offers 4-H clubs in all
of our communities. There, they can learn about any topic in which they are interested. 4-Hers can then go on to participate in project days, camps, public speaking
contests, 4-H fairs, conferences (both locally and nationally), and so much more!
Some youth participate through afterschool programs or other adventure opportunities. Each 4-H member defines their own 4-H experience, so the possibilities are
truly endless!
Youth can start their 4-H experience in kindergarten and can go one year past
high school. There is a $15 fee to become a member of the Scott County 4-H
program. The program is open to all people without regard to race, color, sex,
religion, religious creed, ancestry or national origin, age, veteran status, sexual
orientation, marital status, disability, physical or mental disability. In the 4-H program, youth become involved in projects ranging from robotics to veterinary science to clothing. Currently, there are over sixty project areas for kids to choose
from with areas of project interest for everyone.
The Scott County 4-H Program is run by University of Minnesota Extension
Staff and by screened adult volunteers. An adult volunteer can contribute to 4-H in
many different ways. Many adults choose to help 4-H as a club leader, managing a
club and allowing youth to pursue their interests with guidance. Others choose to
help clubs with projects and lend their personal expertise, judge or help with exhibits at fairs, volunteer at different 4-H events, or even help the County 4-H staff
with programs or other events.
This summer, the Scott County 4-H Program has a huge menu of events for all
children in Scott County. You do not need to be enrolled in the 4-H program to
attend any of the events; all programs are open to all families throughout the County.
Please check the article below, call (952) 492-5410, or e-mail Abby Wagner at
torg0016@umn.edu at the Scott County 4-H Office with questions on any 4-H
events this summer or to learn more about becoming a 4-H member or an adult
volunteer. And remember to Get Green with Scott County 4-H!

Go Green with 4-H
Adventures this summer
How easy is it to find summer programs and events for your kids that are
both enjoyable and educational? The
Scott County 4-H Program is making it
really easy, with a huge menu of events
to fit your wants and needs!

packed with activities involving crafts,
games, songs, and much more — with
lunch and beverages provided. The cost
is $15 for 4-H members and $20 for
friends of 4-H. Registrations are due by
June 18, so don’t wait to get signed up!

What is a 4-H Adventure?
A 4-H Adventure is a short-term
activity for all youth, including youth not
enrolled in a 4-H Club. It’s a way to
learn something new, meet friends, have
fun, and see what 4-H is like. The activity can involve staying overnight or
be shorter than an afternoon.
Everyone is welcome to attend,
whether or not you are an enrolled 4-H
member or you would like to be a friend
of the 4-H program for a day. 4-H is
open to all youth in grades kindergarten
through their first year into college.
The 4-H focus is on learning by
doing. Below is a list of summer adventures; please call the Scott County
Extension Office at (952) 492-5410 for
more information and to sign up.

Camp Fair
Come and join us for a day of fun at
the 2010 Scott County Fair! Your Camp
Fair experience will include a craft,
games, GPS tour of the Fairgrounds, and
a 4-H malt at the 4-H Foodstand. The
camp is on Thursday, July 29 from 9 11:30 a.m. and the cost is $10. Registrations are due by July 1.

4-H Day Camp
This event is held in Jordan on Tuesday, June 29 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
the Scott County Fairgrounds. The program is open to all youth in grades K-5
(completed). Youth will have a day

4-H at Local Libraries
4-H will be visiting the local libraries this summer to “make a splash!”
Check the Summer Reading Program
schedule on Pages 14, 15, and 20 for
dates and times for free 4-H programs.
Interested?
4-H is part of the University of Minnesota Extension, and it is the largest
youth organization in the state. You can
find out more about the 4-H program by
checking
out
the
website:
www1.extension.umn.edu/youth/mn4H/ or by calling the Scott County 4-H
office at (952) 492-5410.

Scott County youth performed well at the 4-H Communication Arts Contest.

4-H Communication Arts
Contest winners named
The 2010 4-H Communication Arts
& Technology Contest was held at the
Dakota County Extension and Conservation Center in Farmington on April
20. Topics included world views, the
importance of 4-H, youth issues, and
promoting 4-H. Youth – ranging in age
from elementary through high school
age — from five counties participated
in the event.
Congratulations to our Scott County
winners, including:
Public Speaking: Senior (Gr. 9-13),
1st Place, Ethan Palmer, Jordan; 3rd
Place, Maria Brekke, Shakopee.
Interpretive Reading: Intermediate
(Gr. 6-8), 1st Place, Anna Brekke,
Shakopee; Intermediate (Gr. 6-8), 2nd
Place, Kaitlin Weckman, Shakopee;
Senior (Gr. 9-13), 1st Place, Maria
Brekke, Shakopee.

Creative Writing: Beginner (Gr. 3-5),
1st Place, Jacob Brekke, Shakopee; 2nd
Place, Abbie Weckman, Shakopee;
Intermediate (Gr. 6-8), 3rd Place,
Kaitlin Weckman, Shakopee; Senior
(Gr. 9-13), 1st Place, Maria Brekke,
Shakopee.
Poetry: Beginner (Gr. 3-5), 3rd Place,
Abbie Weckman, Shakopee; Senior
(Gr. 9-13), 1st Place, Maria Brekke,
Shakopee.
Illustrated Presentations: Intermediate
(Gr. 6-8), 2nd Place, Seth Palmer,
Jordan; Senior (Gr. 9-13), 2nd Place,
Ethan Palmer, Jordan.
4-H Promotion Poster
Intermediate (Gr. 6-8), 2nd Place,
Seth Palmer, Jordan; Intermediate
(Gr. 6-8), 2nd Place, Seth Palmer,
Jordan.

Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight
Gabby Ryan
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 9th
4-H Club: New Prague Boosters
Parents: Don and Pat Ryan
Years in 4-H: 10 years
Years as Junior Leader: Three years
Projects of Interest: Scrapbooking,
Livestock (rabbits, cattle, goats, sheep,
and poultry), Self-Determined, Wood
Shop, Child and Family Development,
Crafts and Fine Arts, Youth Teaching
Youth, and Ambassadors
This month, Gabby Ryan is a Scott
County 4-H Outstanding Youth Leader
for her contribution to the Youth Teaching Youth and 4-H Ambassador programs. Her willingness to assist with any

Maddie Laux
School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 11th grader
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Elizabeth Ryan/Steve Laux
Years in 4-H: 1 year
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching
Youth
This is Maddie’s first year as a teen
teacher with the Youth Teaching Youth
program. Maddie has adapted well as a
teen teacher, and the students she teaches
enjoy having her in their classroom.
Maddie’s compassion towards the students is evident as she engages every-

4-H activity really
makes
Gabby stand
out. Gabby has
been involved
in the 4-H Ambassador program for three
years and has
exceptional
leadership
Gabby Ryan
qualities.
This summer, 4-H will be doing
numerous adventure programs throughout Scott County. Gabby has volunteered to help out whenever her schedule allows. The enthusiasm Gabby
brings to the 4-H Ambassador program
as well as Youth Teaching Youth is outstanding!
one in the activities of the Alcohol and Tobacco
Decisions program. She taught
with other teens
at Saint John the
Baptist Catholic
School in Savage
this
spring.
Maddie Laux
Maddie presented informative material to the fifth
grade class so the students can make
good choices regarding alcohol and tobacco. Thank you, Maddie, for all of
your hard work!
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“Make a Splash at Your Library” this summer
Get ready to “Make A Splash at Your
Library” this summer during the Scott
County Library System’s free Summer Reading Program at all seven of our branches,
starting Monday, June 14 and running
until Saturday, August 14. Studies show
that kids who don’t read regularly over the
summer often read at a lower level when they
return to school in the fall. To help keep that
from happening, the Scott County libraries
offer this free and simple reading incentive
program for kids of all ages. How does it
work? Very simple -- kids in the preschool,
school-age, or teen programs can earn fun
prizes just by reading library materials.
Many thanks to local Friends of the Library, MELSA, Papa Murphy’s, and the
Minnesota State Fair for generously providing prizes for the summer reading program,
and to the many local businesses who kindly
donate prizes and sponsor performances for
individual branches.

Make a Splash—Read!
Preschool Program:
For kids who haven’t been to Kindergarten yet. Kids receive a reading record with
circles on it and color in a circle for each
library book they read. They get a sticker
for every five books they read and a prize
for each completed record (up to three).

Make a Splash—Read!
School-Age Program:
For kids who have finished K-5th grade.
Kids receive a full-color foldout reading record with clocks to keep track of time
read. Kids receive prizes for every five clocks
(five hours) they color in.

Make Waves at Your Library
Teen Program:
For kids who have finished grade six
or higher. Teens sign up and receive a booklet to keep track of their hours, and receive
prizes for every five hours.
All prizes are subject to availability;
alternate prizes may be substituted.

MAKE A SPLASH SUMMER
READING SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS for elementary-age
AND preschool kids:
Weekly Storytimes and Events – June
14 through August 14. All ages welcome.
Belle Plaine – Stories and rhymes with
a different theme each week! Fridays at 10:30
a.m.
Elko New Market – Stories and rhymes
with a different theme each week! Fridays
at 11 a.m.
Jordan – Stories and rhymes with a different theme each week! Tuesdays at 10:30
a.m.
New Prague – Stories and rhymes with
a different theme each week! Thursdays at
10:30 a.m.
Prior Lake – Celebrity Storytimes; join
local notables for stories and fun! Thursdays
at 10:30 a.m.
Savage – Celebrity Storytimes; join local notables for stories and fun! Mondays
and Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee – Celebrity Storytimes; join
local notables for stories and fun! Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee – Craft Tuesdays; make and
take a new project every week. Tuesdays
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Kindergarten Book Club, Fridays at
11:30 a.m. on June 18, July 9, July 30
1st- 2nd Grade Mixed Boys & Girls
Book Club, Fridays at 12:15 p.m. on June
18, July 9, July 30
3rd-4th Grade Mixed Boys & Girls
Book Club, Fridays at 1:00 p.m. on June
18, July 9, July 30 – on June 18, we’ll discuss the book Tango: the Tale of an Island
Dog with the author, Eileen Beha!
5th-6th Grade Mixed Boys & Girls
Book Club, Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. on June
17, June 24, July 8

Jordan – (952) 492-2500

More programs may be added throughout the summer -- for the most current and
complete listing of program times and locations,
check
our
website
at
www.scott.lib.mn.us and choose “Summer
Reading Program.” Hours and locations of
all the branches are also listed on our website.
Events are free and
open to the public – no
registration is required
unless indicated. Please
arrive on time, as staff
may need to limit attendance for safety reasons. ALL PROGRAMS
ARE BEST FOR KIDS
K-5TH GRADE UNLESS
INDICATED AS “ALL
AGES WELCOME.”

Monday, June 14
Summer Reading Program begins!
Sign up anytime today or after to earn fun
prizes just by reading library materials!

Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Author and Storyteller David
LaRochelle
The author of picture book The Best Pet
of All reads from his work and creates and
illustrates a story with the help of the audience! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome. Savage,
10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, June 15
Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Storyteller Bob Gasch
“Is the Water Wet?”— Stories for kids
of all ages by this dynamic and humorous
storyteller! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome. Jordan,
10:30 a.m.

“Raining Cats & Dogs” 1st-3rd Grade
Mixed Boys & Girls Book Club, Mondays
at 3:00 p.m. on June 28, July 19
“Going to the Dogs” 4th-6th Grade
Mixed Boys & Girls Book Club, Mondays
at 3:00 p.m. on July 12, August 2 – on August 2, we’ll discuss the book Tango: the
Tale of an Island Dog with the author, Eileen
Beha!

New Prague – (952) 758-2391
“Fractured Fairytales” 3rd-5th Grade
Girls Book Club, Mondays at 10:30 a.m.
on June 28, July 26, August 16
“First in a Series” 3rd-5th Grade Boys
Book Club, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. on July
13, July 27, August 17

Prior Lake – (952) 447-3375
1st-2nd Grade Guys Read Jr. Book
Club, Mondays at 2:00 p.m. on June 28, July
12, July 26
“Read the Movie” 3 rd-5 th Grade
Mixed Boys & Girls Book Club, Mondays
at 4:00 p.m. on June 28, July 12, July 26

Savage – (952) 707-1770
1st-2nd Grade Mixed Boys & Girls
Book Club, Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. on June
29, July 13
3rd-5th Grade Guys Read Book Club,
Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on June 28, July 12,
July 26
“Adventures Here & There” 3rd-5th
Grade Girls Book Club, Thursdays at 3:00
p.m. on July 1, July 15, July 29 – on July 29,
we’ll discuss the book Tango: the Tale of an
Island Dog with the author, Eileen Beha!

Shakopee – (952) 233-9590
“Magical Animals” 3rd-5 th Grade
Mixed Boys & Girls Book Club, Mondays

Summer Storytime Kickoff –
WonderWeavers Storytellers
“Wild, Wet & Wacky” stories, with a
menagerie of puppet friends and a few surprises! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome. New
Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Storyteller Zaraawar Mistry
“Children’s Stories from India,” funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All
ages welcome, but best for ages 5 and up.
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.

Science Explorers!
Hands-on demonstrations of Biology,
Archaeology, Computer Science, and Chemistry – come for the whole time or just drop
in. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.-Noon; Shakopee,
1:30-3:00 p.m. (Sponsored by Canterbury
Park)

Scott County Historical Society
Family Tree Program
Learn the basics of making a family tree.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Belle Plaine, 2:00 p.m.

Make a Splash Movie Night
Enjoy a free water-themed movie and
movie snacks! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Shakopee, 6:00 p.m.

Pajama Storytime

Belle Plaine – (952) 873-6767

“Chocolate!” Mixed Boys & Girls
Book Club, Fridays at 1:00 p.m. on July 9,
July 30

Along with prizes for reading, all the
branches of the Scott County Library will
also offer lots of free and entertaining programs and performances – these programs
may include book clubs, storytimes, live animal programs, magicians, the StoryClay
Teller, art programs and workshops, and lots
more. New this summer are additional
“Legacy” programs – these programs are
funded in part or in whole with money from
the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008 which dedicated funding to
preserve Minnesota’s art and cultural heritage – thank you, Minnesota voters!

PERFORMERS, PROGRAMS
and PARTIES:

BOOK CLUBS – take a break from
school books and enjoy these fun summer
reads! Registration is required – call or visit
your local branch for more information.

Elko New Market – (952) 461-3460

MAKE A SPLASH PERFORMERS
and PROGRAMS at the
SCOTT COUNTY LIBRARIES

at 2:00 p.m. on June 21, July 19

Storyteller Zaraawar Mistry will kick
off summer storytime in Savage on
June 15.

Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Storyteller Zaraawar Mistry
“Children’s Stories from India,” incorporating questions and clever riddles to engage the audience and live musical accompaniment ! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome, but best for
ages 5 and up. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Scott County Historical Society
Family Tree Program
Learn the basics of making a family tree
– kids will fill in their family names on an
easy template provided by the historical society, and then decorate a tree showing off
their family’s history. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Science Explorers!
Join Adam, Lance & John for fun handson demonstrations of Biology, Archaeology,
Computer Science, and Chemistry – come
for the whole time or just drop in. Prior
Lake, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.; New Prague, 4:00 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 16
Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Storyteller Mike Mann

Wear your jammies and bring your
teddies for stories, fun, cookies, and milk!
Tonight’s theme: “Under the Sea.” All ages
welcome. Savage 6:30 p.m.

Friday, June 18
Summer Storytime Kickoff –
WonderWeavers Storytellers
“Wild, Wet & Wacky” stories, with a
menagerie of puppet friends. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.

Summer Storytime Kickoff –
Storyteller Mike Mann
“Soap, Soap, Don’t Forget the Soap,”
funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome.
Elko New Market, 11:00 a.m.

Monday, June 21
Minnetonka Center for the Arts
Sidewalk Chalk Workshop
Learn basic drawing skills with chalk
and pastels, and help create a masterpiece
on the library’s sidewalks! Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Savage,
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 22
Scott County Historical Society
Family Tree Program
Learn the basics of making a family tree,
funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.

“Soap, Soap, Don’t Forget the Soap,”
the hilarious and fast-paced interactive tale
of a boy who encounters a giant mud puddle
on the way to the store! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.

Science Explorers!
Hands-on demonstrations of Biology,
Archaeology, Computer Science, and Chemistry – come for the whole time or just drop
in. Savage, 1:30-3:00 p.m.

Make-A-Book
Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly and create your own book. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Belle Plaine, 2:30
p.m.

Remarkable Reptiles
Meet and greet a variety of reptiles in
the fun and fascinating presentation. All ages
welcome. Elko New Market, 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 17
Make a Splash with Creative
Writing!
Creative writer and instructor Lisa
Jamison will be working with kids ages 9
and up. Belle Plaine, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party
Come to Camp Half Blood and match
wits with other cabins, consult the oracles,
and enjoy camp food! Best for older elementary. Shakopee, 3 p.m.

Tuesday, June 22
Aesop’s Fables by Youth
Performance Company
YPC presents these well-known fables
Continued on next page
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Reading program includes prizes, entertainers
in a fun, urban style, with teen performers
and hip hop music. This high-energy show
includes audience participation. All ages
welcome. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.

Make-A-Book
Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly and create your own book. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Shakopee, 10:30
a.m.; Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.

Teens have special summer
reading events, book clubs

Wednesday, June 23
StoryClay Teller

Magical Mania with Tim

Leave your little brothers and sisters at home, these events are just for
teen summer reading participants and their friends!
To find out about the programs, ranging from book clubs for boys,
girls, or mixed groups, to writing workshops, dinner and a movie, jewelry
making, print-making, and SuperSmash Bros Gaming tournaments, there’s
a lot going on for teen through the libraries. To find out more, check the
website at: www.scott.lib.mn.us.
You can always find summertime adventures in books or through activities at your library. You can come to events at any location, not just the
library where you pick up prizes for the summer reading program. Registration is strongly recommended, so just call or visit the library where the
events are held to sign up.

Help local artist Maureen Carlson create a story and a clay character! Funded by
the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. New Prague, 10:30 a.m.; Elko
New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 24
Scott County Historical Society 4th
of July Fans
Celebrate America’s independence by
making fans decorated with American flags!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Learn about magic and even practice a
few good tricks! Elko New Market, 6:30
p.m.

Tuesday, June 29
Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party
Come to Camp Half Blood and match
wits with other cabins, consult the oracles,
and enjoy camp food! Best for older elementary age kids. Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.

Magical Mania with Tim
Learn about magic and even practice a
few good tricks! Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 30

Make a Splash Movie Night

Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party
Come to Camp Half Blood and match
wits with other cabins, consult the oracles,
and enjoy camp food! Best for older elementary age kids. Savage, 1:30 p.m.; Elko New
Market, 4:00 p.m.

Enjoy a free movie and movie snacks!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Shakopee, 6 p.m.

Make-A-Book
Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly and create your own book. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Jordan, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 1
Make a Splash Movie Morning
Magician Star Michaelina will provide
two “eye-popping” magic shows at
the Shakopee Library on June 24.

Magician Star Michaelina
Interactive show with eye-popping
magic, exhilarating energy, and unique props.
Take your pick of two back-to-back shows.
All ages welcome. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.

Birthday Cake in a Box!
Do something special for a hungry kid!
Bring a cake mix, frosting, and candles (or a
$5 donation) to fill a cake box, then decorate the cake box for a special birthday surprise. The filled and decorated boxes will be
delivered to the CAP Agency Food Shelf.
All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 11:15 a.m.

Enjoy a free water-themed movie and
movie snacks! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Scott County Historical Society
4th of July Fans
Celebrate America’s independence by
making fans decorated with American flags!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Belle Plaine, 2:30 p.m.

Pirate Party
Join Tim for pirate lore, stories, and
activities! Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 6
Scott County Historical Society
Corn Husk Dolls
Make dolls from real cornhusks and
experience first-hand toys of colonial times,
as taught to the settlers by Native Americans. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 7
Make-A-Book
Join local artist Mary Jo Pauly and create your own book. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. New Prague, 1:30
p.m.

Science Explorers!
Hands-on demonstrations of Biology,
Archaeology, Computer Science, and Chemistry. Elko New Market, 4-5:30 p.m.
Bill the Juggler will “Make a Splash”
at the New Prague Pool on June 25.

Friday, June 25
Bill the Juggler at the New Prague Pool
Enjoy this popular comedy juggling
show at the “Make A Splash at Your Library
Pool Party” at the New Prague Pool! (Across
Memorial Park from the library -- relocate
to the library if rained out). Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. New Prague, 12:30 p.m.

Monday, June 28
Sing, Play, Learn! With MacPhail
Center for Music
Join MacPhail Center for Music’s early
childhood music specialists as we explore the
magic of music and play. Together we will
sing, rhyme, read, move, and create! For
birth to 5 years of age. Registration required
as space is limited – call or visit the library
to sign up. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Pirate Party
Join Tim for pirate lore, stories, and
activities! Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 8
Scott County Historical Society
Corn Husk Dolls
Make dolls from real cornhusks. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

StoryClay Teller
Help local artist Maureen Carlson create a story and a clay character! Funded by
the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee,
1:30 p.m.

Science Explorers!
Hands-on demonstrations of Biology,
Archaeology, Computer Science, and Chemistry. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Belle Plaine, 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Friday, July 9
Sing, Play, Learn! With MacPhail
Center for Music

Pajama Storytime
Wear your jammies and bring your
teddies for stories, fun, cookies & milk!
Tonight’s theme: “Fractured Fairytales.” All
ages welcome. Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Join MacPhail Center for Music’s early
childhood music specialists as we explore the
magic of music and play. Together we will
sing, rhyme, read, move, and create! For
birth to5 years of age. Registration required
as space is limited – call or visit the library
to sign up. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, July 16
Make a Splash Movie Morning

Monday, July 12
Remarkable Reptiles Open House

Make a Splash Movie Night

Drop in anytime during the open house
and meet and greet a variety of reptiles. All
ages welcome. Sponsored by Voyager Bank,
Shakopee. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Judy Moody & Stink Party
Little brothers, big sisters, and anybody
who loves Megan McDonald’s books are all
invited to enjoy activities, crafts, and snacks
based on the popular series. New Prague,
1:30 p.m.

Dr. Seuss Party
Welcome to all Seussical kids – we’re
having a party filled with fun games, activities, and snacks based on the ever-popular
Dr Seuss books! All ages welcome. Elko
New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 13
Underwater Adventures event
Hands-on activities, artifacts, and live
animals. All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Scott County Historical Society
Corn Husk Dolls
Make dolls from cornhusks. Funded by
the Legacy Amendment. Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Dakota Wild Animals Open House
Drop in anytime during the open house
and visit and learn about some live reptiles
and small mammals. All ages welcome. Belle
Plaine, 4-6 p.m.

Wednesday, July 14
Abrakadoodle Sand Painting
Paint a picture from Stella, Star of the
Sea with sand! Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party
Best for older elementary age kids. Prior
Lake, 4 p.m.

Thursday, July 15
Scott County Historical Society
Corn Husk Dolls
Make dolls from real cornhusks. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.

Magician Matt Dunn
Fast-paced, interactive magic show with
a humorous touch! All ages welcome. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Enjoy a free movie and movie snacks!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.
Enjoy a free movie and movie snacks!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Elko New Market,
5:30 p.m.

Monday, July 19
Reading to Write 3rd-5th Grade
Writing Workshop
Join author Jane St. Anthony in this free
and fun workshop that explores the books
you love and how to create your own exciting stories. Registration required. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Prior
Lake, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Books into Movies Night
Enjoy a free movie based on a popular
book and snacks! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 20
Dakota Wild Animals Open House
Visit and learn about some live reptiles
and small mammals. All ages welcome. New
Prague, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Judy Moody and Stink Party
Enjoy activities, crafts, and snacks based
on the popular series. Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 21
Scott County Historical Society
Corn Husk Dolls
Make dolls from real cornhusks. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Elko
New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 22
Abrakadoodle Sand Painting
Paint your own picture from Stella, Star
of the Sea with sand! Sponsored by the
Friends of the Library. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

StoryClay Teller
Join local artist Maureen Carlson and
create a story and a clay character! All ages
welcome.Jordan, 10:30 a.m.; Belle Plaine,
2:30 p.m.

Scott County Historical Society
Seed Art Minnesota
Decorate your picture of Minnesota
with seed art, a centuries-old traditional art
form using colorful seeds and beans. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. New
Prague, 1:30 p.m.
READING PROGRAM to Page 20
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:
SMSC helping fund county road construction
County State Aid Highway 83 (more commonly
known as County Road 83) is an important thoroughfare in Scott County. It connects with Highway 101
and Highway 169 before going through the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) and ending
at County Road 82. It is an important artery in Shakopee and Prior Lake as well as enterprises owned and
operated by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. To increase vehicle capacity as well as pedestrian and vehicle safety on County Road 83, the SMSC,
Scott County, and the Cities of Shakopee and Prior
Lake have joined together to reconstruct this road.
Construction is well underway in its second summer to transform it to a four-lane divided highway with
bituminous trails on both sides. The SMSC has agreed
to pay over 60 percent of the project costs (up to $4.5
million for this $7 million reconstruction project). The
remainder of the cost of the project will be shared between Scott County and the Cities of Prior Lake and
Shakopee.

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
Scott County, and the cities of Shakopee and Prior
Lake have joined together to reconstruct CSAH 83
into a four-lane divided highway with bituminous
trails on both sides

Although not legally obligated, the SMSC has a
history and practice of supporting projects which are
mutually beneficial. Since 1996, the SMSC has paid
more than $6.6 million for shared road construction
projects. Including this project, the SMSC will have
paid more than $11 million for construction of county
roads that flow through the reservation. The SMSC
has spent millions more on Community roads, including $5 million to build Dakotah Parkway. In 2008, the
SMSC also paid to put in two stoplights on County
Road 83: at Flandreau Trail and at Orion Road. The
SMSC has also granted more than 50 acres of rightof-way to other governments for construction of roads
flowing through the area.
In a related project, Scott County and the SMSC
reached an agreement on County Road 21 which will
extend from County Road 18 to County Road 42, providing a direct link to Highway 169. The SMSC provided easements to approximately 24 acres for roadway and utility purposes for this project, plus another
12 for a Park & Ride. The SMSC sold a 6.88 acre
easement to Scott County for use as right-of-way and
also donated an 11-acre easement for right of way.
There was also a trade of a right-of-way over 5.99 acres
of trust land for 5.99 acres of fee simple ownership of
adjacent land.
In 2009, the SMSC leased out 12 acres to Scott

County for 25 years with an option for an additional
25 years for a 545-space Eagle Creek Transit Station
(or Park & Ride). The transit station is a project of the
Minnesota Department of Transportation, the Federal
Highway Administration, Scott County, the Metropolitan Council, and the Cities of Shakopee and Prior Lake.
The site is located near Highway 169 and a future
County Road 21 expansion.

From Prior Lake:
What you put on your lawn ends up in our lakes
As you head out this month to work on your yard,
remember what you put on your lawn may end up in
our lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Follow these tips for
clean water:
• Apply the correct amount of fertilizer for
the size of your lawn. Get a soil test done to know the
amount fertilizer needed for your lawn. Visit the U of
M Soil Testing website for more information on getshould read zero. Find
more information about
It is against the
the phosphorus lawn fertilizer
law
at
law to apply
mda.state.mn.us/
phosphorus
phoslaw.
fertilizer to
• Throw grass
clippings back onto your
existing lawns.
lawn and not in the
street or on your driveway when mowing. Grass clippings contain phosphorus — the plant nutrient that
turns our lakes green with algae. Too much algae in
our lakes and rivers reduces aquatic habitat.
• Keep your lawn at three inches in height. This
will keep your lawn healthier and stronger over the
dry periods of summer and will mean you will water
less, saving money on your water bill.
• Check out www.BlueThumb.org for ideas to
reduce the amount of turfgrass and reduce your impact to lakes, rivers and wetlands. Find ways to create
a raingarden, native garden, or stabilize your stream
bank or lakeshore.
Maintaining a healthy lawn is one step to improve
the quality of our lakes, rivers, and wetlands. For more
information on lawn care practices for clean water
contact Dan Miller, Water Resource Education Coordinator for the Scott Clean Water Education Program,
at (952) 492-5424 or via e-mail at
dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
Moody’s Assigns Aa2 Bond Rating To Prior Lake
Prior Lake is moving to a Aa2 Moody’s bond rating! While this may not be a true improvement in credit
quality or a change in its credit rating (as it was part of
a recalibration of the grading system), it is a positive
development when considering with the economic
challenges that Prior Lake and most communities face.
It’s certainly encouraging that the City has been able
to maintain a strong financial position.
Because Minnesota is one of the first states to be
recalibrated and many of the other states are still at the
lower ratings, the Aa2 rating may actually help communities, including those in Scott County, receive better interest rates. The state’s timing for issuing bonds
could work to its advantage.
Location, Location, Location
Moody’s expects Prior Lake’s tax base to continue
to grow over the long-term, due to its favorable location 25 miles southwest of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
future annexation, and the availability of developable
land. However, Moody’s acknowledges that, in the near
future, taxable valuations are expected to decrease due
to declines in residential home values. The City is
mostly residential and benefits from easy access to
major employment centers throughout the broader
Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area. The moderately sized $3 billion tax base has grown at a strong
9.4 percent average annual rate for the past five years,
although the rate of growth has slowed dramatically
for the past two years.

The Fuller Street bridge over Highway 169 in
Shakopee is being expanded to include a
pedestrian walkway which will provide a safe
crossing for Shakopee High School students who
live on the north side of Highway 169.

From Shakopee:
Fuller Street Pedestrian Bridge Construction
Underway
Motorists who take Highway 169 through Shakopee may be wondering what the construction is at the
Fuller Street Bridge. The bridge crosses Highway 169
between Marschall Road (CR 17) and Marystown Road
(CR 15).
In April, the City of Shakopee began work to extend the pedestrian trail on Fuller Street across Highway 169. The route, which is located near Shakopee
High School, is a major artery connecting students to
the school. The new bridge will provide a safe crossing for students who live on the north side of Highway
169 that are within walking distance of the high school.
The project, which is expected to be completed in
August, will cost approximately $1 million. Of that
amount, $700,000 will be funded by federal stimulus
dollars. To learn more about the project, including information about possible highway closures as well as
regular status updates, visit www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/
street_closings.cfm.

From Savage:
Dan Patch Days is June 24-27 in Savage!
The community of Savage will celebrate Dan Patch
Days June 24-27 at Savage Community Park, 13500
Dakota Ave. S. The celebration offers something for
everyone, including a wine tasting, live music,
children’s games, business expo, 5K race and 1-mile
“fun run,” demonstrations, fireworks, and a pancake
breakfast. Due to road construction projects, the Dan
Patch Days Parade has been suspended for this year.
New events this year include a pie-eating contest
sponsored by Perkins, and a “strong man” competition sponsored by Life Time Fitness. A complete schedule of activities can be found at www.danpatchdays.org.
Buttons for the event can be purchased online at
www.danpatch.com on in person at Savage City Hall,
the Savage Library, and the Razor’s Edge Barber Shop.
Those purchasing a button will be entered in a prize
drawing for artwork valued at $500.
The event is named after famed racehorse Dan
Patch who — in 1906 — startled the world with a
record-breaking one mile pace of 1 minute, 55 seconds at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Dan Patch
lived and trained in a stable on the banks of the Minnesota River in Savage and was owned by the City’s
namesake, Marion W. Savage.
Savage intersection to be closed this summer
The intersection of County Road 16 and Lynn
Avenue/Glendale Road will close in early June to accommodate the installation of a new roundabout. The
closure is expected to last until late August. The purpose of the project is to reduce the severity of crashes
occurring at the intersection, which is currently signalized. The number of accidents and their severity
exceed metro averages, according to the Minnesota
Department of Transportation.
Scott County is overseeing the project, with participation from the City of Savage. Details on the improvements can be found at www.hwy16round
about.com and www.cityofsavage.com.
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Don’t give crime prevention a vacation
In the summer months, people take advantage of the sunny weather to do outdoor projects, take their families to amusement parks and beaches, and try to find
ways to relax and keep cool. It’s the season when most people take time off of
work and kids are enjoying summer vacation. But for criminals and other predators, it is a very active time of year.
Be Observant In Public
When you load the family into the car and head out to a fun-filled destination,
always keep in mind that criminals may be sharing your day with you. By following a few simple outdoor safety tips, you can do everything possible to avoid being
victimized by predators who might be watching. Law breakers are always on the
lookout for an easy target, so make sure you don’t give them one.
Always lock your doors and roll up the windows when you leave your car.
Car thieves regularly patrol parking lots and try door handles to see if they will
open. They’re hoping for an unlocked vehicle that they can get into quickly and
take anything left inside. You should always store valuable items in the trunk so
that a criminal does not see them and become tempted to break in.
While enjoying your day, keep a close eye on your entire family... and everyone around you. Look for strangers who seem to be watching you or getting
too close. They may be trying to determine if you have something they can take.
Protect your loved ones and personal items carefully, and make sure no predator
has a chance to steal from you.
Summer Safety At Home
All summer long, people are outdoors working the lawn, hosting barbecues, or
relaxing by a pool. It can be easy to forget to close a door or window. Open doors
and windows create easy opportunities for a burglar. Garage doors in particular are
regularly used by criminals to gain access to a home during the warmer months.
Criminals may steal items from the garage itself (which usually contains tools and
other valuable belongings) or could use it as an easy way to get into your home.
Once inside, the law breaker can grab an armful of things quickly and run off
without ever being noticed. Don’t forget about locking the front door too! Although it may seem silly if you’re just in the backyard, it only takes a minute for a
burglar to get in and get out with your valuables while you’re weeding your tomatoes.
Some criminals will work together during the summer months. One will come
to your door and distract you, while the other sneaks into your garage, backyard, or
home to take whatever they can grab. Be wary of anyone who approaches your
front door and don’t let them take up too much of your time. Every year, thousands of burglaries occur all over the United States. Teach your family how to
guard themselves and their property and do what you can to ensure a safe and
happy summer for everyone.
While You’re Away
Every criminal looks for an easy target, so a burglar watches for a home that is
dark and seems to be temporarily empty. You can do a few things to give the
illusion that someone is still at home. First, just having a friend drop by now and
then will be a clear sign to a potential intruder that someone has access to the
house. Even if no one is inside, you can make it appear otherwise by purchasing
timers for your lights and television. These will turn on at a pre-determined time
each night so someone who is stalking your house will believe somebody is home.
You can also turn on a radio to a talk station to emulate the sounds of a conversation going on in case a criminal comes close enough to listen. Don’t hide a key
outside! Most hiding places are obvious to the burglar. Later, the burglar returns
when no one is home and enters at his leisure, using “his” key.
Just in case a burglar does get close, make sure the ringer on your phone
and answering machine are turned off. A never-answered phone will arouse
suspicion, and may cause the law breaker to perform a more thorough inspection.
While you’re at it, you may want to trim back any hedges that are directly in front
of your house. Eliminate any possible hiding spaces that a criminal could use to
remain concealed if they decide to take a closer look.
As you’re relaxing on the patio, sunning by the local swimming pool, or taking
the bike out for a spin, don’t forget about crime prevention. As a Minnesotan, you
try to get the most you can out of our short summer... so don’t let a criminal get the
most out of you!

Scott County Sheriff’s Office on Facebook
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office can now be found on Facebook! By
using Scott County Sheriff’s Office on Facebook, citizens have an easy-toaccess resource to find lots of information, including tips on crime prevention
and personal safety and how they can help Sheriff Kevin Studnicka and the
Scott County Sheriff’s Office in preventing crime.
Founded in 2004, Facebook is currently the largest social networking website in the world, with over 350 million users. The Scott County Sheriff’s
Office hopes its presence on Facebook will provide the citizens of our community with a new method of communicating our services to the public.
To become a fan of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office on Facebook, type
“Scott County Sheriff’s Office” in the search area of your personal Facebook
page. Once you arrive at the Facebook site for the Scott County Sheriff’s
Office, you will automatically get updates and crime tips from the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office simply by clicking the “Like” button.

Scott SWCD staff (left to right) Dave Rickert, Diane Hrabe, Scott Schneider,
Doug Schoenecker and Ryan Holzer unloaded 125 barrels in early April, with
distribution of sold rain barrels taking place on May 1. A second sale is
currently underway until June. 18.

Catching the rain
Rain barrels prove to be a big hit
You may start noticing more rain
barrels in Scott County landscapes,
thanks to recent sales by both the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District and
the Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed
District. Almost 150 rain barrels were
sold, and about 100 more names were
taken down on a waiting list for future
sales.
“Many residents have fond memories of growing up with rain barrels.
They remember their grandparents or
parents using rain water as a conservation measure long ago,” explained Diane
Hrabe, coordinator of the Scott SWCD
sale this spring. “And this effort to capture rainwater for reuse in flower gardens and on lawns is making a huge
comeback.”
The District is holding another sale
now through June 18. To receive a rain
barrel order form, send an e-mail to

dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us, call (952) 4925416, or visit www.scottswcd.org.

No-till drills, grass seeders
available for rent from SWCD
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has no-till drills
and grass seeders available for landowners to rent and use on land in Scott
County. The 2010 rental rate is $6.50 an
acre; in addition, a minimum, non-refundable drop charge of $75 is required.
(This drop-charge amount will be applied to the total acres planted.) The
equipment is reserved on a first-come,
first-served basis.
The benefits for using the no-till
drills are many, including: no need for
cultivation; fewer passes in the field;
improved soil quality; and yields which
are comparable to and may exceed conventional systems, resulting in more
profits.
No-till drills and grass seeders available for rent include:
The John Deere 1560 no-till drill
has a planting width of 15 feet. The drill
is equipped for soybeans and small
grain, with a grass seed attachment to
interseed alfalfa or renovate pastures.
The most common practice of no-till has
been solid seeding soybeans or sorghum
into corn residue.

The Great Plains 705NT no-till
drill has a planting width of 7 feet and
is used for seeding native grasses, small
grain, grasses and legumes. Boxes allow
for seeding a variety of grasses and legumes, and the drill is also very useful
in renovating pastures and seeding waterways and filter strips.
The Brillion “Sure-Stand” seeder
has a planting width of 10 feet and is
equipped for seeding native grasses, alfalfa, brome grass, and turf grasses. It
works well when seeding filter strips,
lawns, CRP fields, and waterways (intended for clean-tilled land only).
The Truax hand seeder is ideal for
areas that are too small, too steep, or inaccessible for other types of seeding
equipment. Areas of one to two acres or
less are perfect candidates for this piece
of equipment, especially for planting
native grasses and wildflowers.
If you are interested in renting any
of the above equipment or would like
more information, contact Scott
Schneider, Resource Conservationist, at
the Scott SWCD office in Jordan – (952)
492-5425.

Landowners urged to sign up for
sensitive field border program
Landowners of Scott County —
now is the time to sign up for the new
sensitive field border program. The program offers $200 an acre for establishing vegetation on cropland edges of
fields such as road ditches, drainage
ditches without seasonal or perennial
stream characteristics, or other areas
deemed sensitive. The field border can
be harvested for hay.
By establishing vegetation in these

areas, landowners will be reducing sediment and pollutants from entering these
sensitive areas. Most field border widths
are between 33 and 120 feet and can be
used to square off fields.
To sign up for this program, contact
Ryan Holzer, Resource Conservation
Technician with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, at (952) 4925420 or send an e-mail to
rholzer@co.scott.mn.us.
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Historical Society offers
fun summer activities

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Giving back to those who served
We receive several phone calls a month asking about how someone can volunteer to work with veterans, or about how to give veterans a well-deserved “thank
you.” With that in mind, I will be highlighting several programs where an individual can help make a difference in a veteran’s life in this and future articles.
The Minneapolis VA Medical Center
The Minneapolis VA Medical Center depends on the goodwill of our benefactors and volunteers who wish to give something back to America’s heroes.
To volunteer:
Volunteer opportunities are available for adults and students who are at least
14 years old, and both individuals and groups are welcome. Volunteers can work
with patients or behind the scenes to help the VA run smoothly. Sample assignments include…
• Spending time with veterans: Reading to
them, playing cards or games, helping with crafts,
taking patients on walks, or sharing your hobbies.
• Escorting: Pushing patients in wheelchairs
to their appointments.
• Providing clerical help, such as answering
telephones, making copies, filing records, running
errands, assisting clinics with setup, checking-in
patients, making patient appointment reminder calls,
and processing outgoing correspondence.
• Assisting patients with programs such as
My HealtheVet, Living Well classes, and Fit for Life.
• Assisting with patient services in the library, pharmacy, lab, physical therapy,
occupational therapy, adult day health care, blind and low vision program, spinal
cord injury, canteen, and the gift shop.
• Visiting hospice patients and providing support to family members (training will be provided).
• Visiting with homebound veterans, providing respite to their caregiver and
companionship to the veteran.
Or you can donate to:
• Support programs, projects, and activities
• Provide personal care items
• Sponsor or help with bingo, games or other parties for inpatients
• Provide game prizes
To volunteer or make a donation to benefit veterans at the Medical Center,
call the Voluntary Service office at (612) 725-2050. For any other questions regarding your benefits, please call our office at (952) 496-8176.

Recreational facilities

from Page 12

(A public access to the Minnesota River is located two miles north of Jordan on
County Road 9 and north of Belle Plaine on County Road 25.) The picnic shelter
can be reserved by calling the park directly.

Carver Rapids/Louisville
Parking is located two miles south of the junction of Highways 41 and 169
(south of Chaska, southwest of Shakopee). The trails in this area meander through
Carver Rapids and the Louisville Swamp, which is part of the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge. Here, you’ll find seven miles of hiking on the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Mazomani Trail. Highlights along the trail include the Historic Jabs Farm and a rustic trail shelter. The main corridor trail for snowmobiling,
horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking starts at the north end of the parking
lot and follows an old road. Two canoe campsites overlook the historic “Little
Rapids” on the Minnesota River.

Gifford Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State Highway 41. The public
access at Gifford Lake is popular with anglers.

Nyssen’s Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State Highway 41. This gives
you access to the main corridor trail, which is designed for snowmobiling, horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking.

Chaska/Shakopee Bike Trail
Parking in Chaska at Courthouse Lake (near the Carver County Courthouse),
and in Shakopee at the Huber Park trail head. This four mile paved trail is popular
with bicyclers, joggers, hikers, bird watchers, and many others. There are benches
along the trail for resting and observing wildlife.

Valleyfair! (952) 445-6500; valleyfair.com
Valleyfair is the largest amusement park in the upper Midwest! Enjoy over 75
rides and attractions, including eight thrilling roller coasters, the 275-foot Power
Tower, a variety of children’s and family rides and energizing live entertainment.
Valleyfair also offers waterslides and tube rides in Whitewater Country
Waterpark – included with your admission. For more information, call (952) 4456500 or visit www.valleyfair.com. Plan for a full day...you’ll need it!

Family Trees for Kids! 1:30 p.m. on
June 15 at the Savage Library, 2 p.m.
on June 17 at the Belle Plaine Library,
and 10:30 a.m. on June 17 at the Prior
Lake Library. This program begins
with historical information about the
craft and its importance. Genealogy is
one of the fastest growing hobbies in
the United States. Family Trees will
offer children a fun and easy way to
begin documenting their own stories.
“GREAT SCOTT! Mysteries of
Scott County” Exhibit Opening —
Thursday, June 17. Michael Norman,
author of The Nearly Departed:
Minnesota Ghost Stories & Legends,
will present a talk and book signing
beginning at 6:30 p.m. One chapter of
his book discusses a mystery of
“flying dirt” in Lydia during the
1940s. Copies of The Nearly
Departed will also be available for
purchase that evening. The“Great
Scott! Mysteries of Scott County”
exhibit runs from June 17 through
December 24, 2010. Through stories,
photographs,
artifacts, and
hands-on
interactivities, we
will delve into
the questions of
where Dan Patch
is buried, why
holes were being
dug on farms in Belle Plaine during
the 1950s, whether an earthquake
struck New Prague in 1860, and just
how many ghosts, goblins, and other
spooky folks are roaming around the
county!
History Hunt Geocaching — Spend
some time this summer as a “History
Hunter” in Scott County. The first
clue in the SCHS Geocaching will be
announced at the Great Scott! exhibit
opening. All summer, you can join in
the search. Clues will be available on
the SCHS website.
Behind the Scenes Tour – Tuesday,
June 22 at 7:00 p.m. Explore the
nooks and crannies of the SCHS.
Focusing on the Society’s collection,
find out how they organize and store
all the “stuff” of history. This is your
chance to see the museum’s non-public
spaces, including the second floor of
the Stans House. Register through
Community Ed (fee: $8, $5 for SCHS
members).
Dan Patch Days, Savage — June 26,
Stop by the SCHS booth for a visit,
spin the history wheel, and get a prize!
4th of July Fans — 10:30 a.m. on
June 24 at the Jordan Library, 1 p.m.
on June 29 at the Sand
Point Park City
Playground (Prior
Lake), and 2:30 p.m.
on July 1 at the Belle
Plaine Library.
Celebrate America’s
independence by making fans
decorated with American flags.
Corn Husk Dolls — Learn to make
corn husk dolls during the various
summer library programs. See the
schedule for classes on Pages 14-15.
These dolls will be made from real
cornhusks, allowing children to
experience first-hand the materials and
practices of colonial times.

Historic Walking Tours — Step back
in time with these guided tours and
learn more about the people and
places that made up the communities
of Scott County. A souvenir tour
booklet included with the fee for each
tour. July 10 at 9 a.m., the Scott
County Historical Society presents a
leisurely walking tour of historic Water
Street in downtown Jordan. August 7
at 9 a.m, the Scott County Historical
Society presents a leisurely walking
tour of historic Main Street in
downtown New Prague.
Seed Art — 1:30 p.m. on July 22 at
the New Prague Library, August 4 at
the Elko New Market Library,10:30
a.m. on August 10 at
the Prior Lake Library
and August 12 at the
Savage Library. Seed
art is a traditional art
form that has been
practiced for centuries. This program
will utilize an outline of the state of
Minnesota that children can decorate
with colorful seeds and beans.
Scott County Fair, July 28-Aug 1 —
Stop by the SCHS booth for a visit,
spin the history wheel, and get a prize!
ONGOING…
Read All About It!: 1950 Scott
County Headlines exhibit. Immerse
yourself in the “Fabulous Fifties”
through Scott County newspapers –
from Queen Candidates to the Cold
War. This exhibit has loads of
information, and several hands-on
activities. Tour guides offer a wealth
of information and an in-depth look
into exhibit topics, and can be tailored
fit for your needs. Call (952) 4450378.
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
June: American Nightingale by Bob
Welch
July: Life Among The Lutherans by
Garrison Keillor
August: Little by David Treuer
Scott County Crazy Quilters do not
meet during the summer months, but
return in September!
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical
Society. Fees may be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378 or
e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
Become a member of the Historical
Society and help preserve our history.
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Historical SCENE

Researching Scott County Fair history unfolds mystery
By Kathleen Klehr, SCHS Director
As summer approaches and we start
planning vacations, camps, and festivals,
many of us look forward to attending
the Scott County Fair. My own fond
memories of the Fair sparked an interest in learning more about its history. A
written history of the County Fair indicates that it began in 1913; however,
when reading through early newspapers,
I located a mention of a Scott County
Fair in the Shakopee Mirror dating back
to 1872. This discrepancy in dates posed
a wonderful mystery to be explored. I
chose to use the Shakopee newspapers
as initial sources for this investigation,
and as guides for future in-depth research.
The Shakopee Independent records
an early reference to an “Agricultural
Fair.” In its July 16, 1856 issue, a small
notice mentions a June meeting of the
Minnesota Agricultural Society. The
Minnesota Territory was eager to display
and promote its agricultural bounty, and
at the meeting a committee was formed
to ascertain how much money could be
raised to aid the society in developing
the Territorial Agricultural Fair1 – the
forerunner of the Minnesota State Fair.
Scott County’s representation on the
committee was Robert Kennedy and the
Honorable A.G. Chatfield. Other members of the committee included Governor Alexander Ramsey, Henry H. Sibley,
and General James Shields, to name a
few. The article notes that the next
month’s meeting (July 1856) of the Agricultural Society was scheduled to take
place at the office of Colonel John H.
Stephens in Minneapolis.2 After this
date, the next mention of a county fair
was located in 1872 Scott County newspapers.
The first mention of a Scott County
Agricultural Fair was in the 1872 Shakopee Mirror newspaper when the following was printed: “At a meeting of
the Executive Committee of the Scott
County Agricultural Society it was determined to hold a county fair on the 7th
and 8th of October, at Shakopee or Jordan, …” The setting for the Fair would
be determined by assistance to pay premiums. 3 The Mirror article also promised a premium list would be published
as soon as a place to hold the fair had
been determined (per J. W. Sencerbox,
Secretary). Shakopee won out over Jordan to host the first fair, as reported by
the Mirror September 21, 1872.
The following year, the Scott
County Agricultural Fair committee was
waiting for subscriptions to pay premium awards at the fall Scott County
Fair (meaning the committee was looking for people to financially sponsor the
premium awards). It was assumed that
“political farmers”4 would make liberal
donations. An article in the Shakopee
Argus stated that they expected displays
to be much larger this year with participation from Carver and Hennepin
County farmers, as well as an address
from the Farmer’s candidate for Governor, Ara Barton.5 Shakopee again hosted
the Fair on Friday and Saturday Oct 34, 1873.
The third annual Fair was held in
Jordan on September 2 and 3, 1874. The
Shakopee Argus called the County Fair
an “…infant in need of support.” The
newspaper printed a notice encouraging
citizens to participate, stating: “…encourage by your presence those who are
laboring for your advancement and interests, and if you have any farm products you consider good, bring a sample
with you.”6 The animals and products

on view and instructions were offered
to “…cause you to become happier, better and more prosperous in your calling.”7 A successful Fair was determined
by the number of exhibitors as well as
by attendance.
Belle Plaine hosted the Scott County
Agricultural Fair on September 9 and 10,
1875. Mr. Chas. Hooper offered the use
of his hall for the society, and the citizens of Belle Plaine contributed to the
finances. The Shakopee Argus boldly
listed the object of the County Fair: to
“advance the industrial interests of Scott
County by encouraging the exhibition of
products of all branches of industry.”8
While the article stresses public participation, it also gives a hint at some tension regarding the Fair’s administration
-- the same article stated, “It is hoped
that a proper spirit will actuate many
who have heretofore withheld their support and urged petty and frivolous objection to the general management of the
Fair.”9 The newspaper printed another
article a few weeks later (September 2,
1875) that seemed to instigate a little rivalry, indicated by the statement “Shakopee will be well represented.”10 Perhaps the newspaper hoped other towns
would respond to some competition and
bring in large crowds. It is in this September 2nd article that horse racing is first
mentioned, “Race Course is superior to
any other one in the County.”11
The directors of the Agricultural
Society postponed the 1875 fair to
Thursday and Friday, September 30 and
October 1. “It is hoped that the farmers
will be able to get through with their labors by that time so that they can and
will make it their interest to be at the
Fair at Belle Plaine on those days.”12 It
seems that harvest was a little late that
year, which probably was a large factor
in pushing the Fair back three weeks.
However, the postponement didn’t
seem to diminish the Fair, it was a great
success as reported by the Shakopee
Argus in its October 7th issue. Editor
Henry Hinds wrote a column on the front
page praising the fair’s displays and attendance. Although it rained on Thursday, “a… large number of citizens of
Shakopee were in attendance, they having chartered a car of the St. P. & S. C.
R.R. for that purpose.”13 Not only did
Mr. Hinds praise the Fair, he also gave
credit to the Fair Superintendent, Mr. De
Wolfe, for his management of the event.
The article includes Mr. W. H. Koser’s,
the Fair Secretary, long and detailed report listing the exhibition premiums. Mr.
F. J. Whitlock must have been a very
proud man; he is listed as receiving the
following:
• 2d premium, $2 for his brood
mare and colt 8 weeks old
• 2d premium, $2 for his
Devonshire bull,11 mos. Old
• 1sts premium, $3 for the best
board, Yorkshire, 11 mos. old
• 1st premium, $.50 for Fife wheat
and Somerset oats (imported)
• 2d premium, Diploma for his

red onions
Although no article related to the
Scott County Agricultural Fair was
found in 1876, the Shakopee Argus reported that the 1877 Fair was far superior to the Minnesota State Fair. It
seemed to the editor that this year’s exhibits were outstanding: “… bundles of
wheat with long heads standing five feet
high…corn whose tassels towered up
fourteen feet high with double ears on
each stalk… squashes measuring seven
feet around and weighed one hundred
and fifty pounds.”15 While the exhibits
were strong, a rainstorm caused the horse
races to be postponed.
Further into the article, a few sentences strike a tone of disappointment,
such as: “These products of the farm and
fancy work from the household came all
the way from New Market on the east to
Blakeley in the west of the county and
they merited a larger number of visitors
than attended the Fair.” And: “…many
who attended the fair did not know it
was going to be…thousands of others
remained away because they were not
informed of what was going to be displayed.”16 Under another article in the
same issue, a statement claims that “Mr.
Bass and Mr. Stevens – President and
Secretary of the Fair — and others
worked diligently and persistently to get
up a fine display…but then they had their
light under a bushel…”17 Either the
editor of the newspaper was grumbling
about lost advertising revenue, or perhaps rivalry between the newspapers was
displayed in the language of the Fair articles. The Shakopee Argus was edited
by Mr. Henry Hinds, and the Shakopee
Courier was edited by Mr. J. G. Bass,
who was also the President of the Scott
County Agricultural Society.
While the Fair of 1877 was a bounty
year for exhibits, perhaps the low attendance was too much for the Agricultural
Society to bear in 1878. The Shakopee
Argus reports, “The Scott County Agricultural Society is too poor or too wise
to hold a County Fair this year.”18 The
Fair rebounded in 1879 and the first large
Scott County Agricultural Fair advertisement is printed in the Shakopee Argus.
The Fair was overseen by John G. Bass,
President; Frank Gifford, Vice President;

Chas. Bornarth, Secretary; and S. B.
Strait, Treasurer.
We can learn quite a bit about the
Scott County Fairs of the l870s from
reading the newspaper. Early Fairs were
held primarily to promote agriculture
and industry, and generally ran for two
or three consecutive days in September
or October. The Fair did not have a
permanent home as Jordan, Shakopee
and Belle Plaine each took turns hosting. During those early years, the Fair
depended on financial support from citizens, and premiums were paid in a variety of categories from 50 cents up to
$14. (Horse racing was a prime attraction at the Fair, and paid the highest premiums.) Each year, the local newspapers encouraged citizens to participate
as exhibitors and attendees. Many of
the exhibit categories are similar to today, such as best loaf of yeast bread, best
thoroughbred bull, and largest squash —
however, a few have changed over the
years, such as best pair of woolen blankets, best pair of “gent’s” winter boots,
or “best farm wagon double harness under domestic manufactures.”
Indeed, a look at the judges offers a
clue to the accepted gender roles of the
times. Animal, machinery, fruits and
vegetables, as well as farm and household production had men as judges;
needle work, domestic manufacture, and
fine arts were judged primarily by
women. A few articles have a competitive tone in the banter between newspaper editor Mr. Henry Hinds of the Shakopee Argus and Mr. John G. Bass of
the Shakopee Courier.
I look forward to continuing research into the early history of the Scott
County Fair. A few articles in 1880
promise some fireworks between Mr.
Hinds and Mr. Bass! Anyone with information on these early years up to
1915 is encouraged to contact the Scott
County Historical Society at (952) 4450378
or
e-mail
us
at
info@scottcountyhistory.org.
1 Shakopee Independent, July 16, 1856, pg. 4, col 2.
2 The first household credited in Minneapolis is the
John H. Stephens house.
3 Shakopee Mirror, August 24, 1872, pg. 4, col. 1.
4 Shakopee Argus, September 11, 1873, pg. 4, col. 1.
5 Shakopee Argus, September 25, 1873, pg. 4, col. 1.
6 Shakopee Argus, August 20, 1874, pg. 4, col. 2.
7 Ibid.
8 Shakopee Argus, August 19, 1875, pg. 1, col. 2.
9 Ibid.
10 Shakopee Argus, September 2, 1875, pg. 4, col, 3.
11 Ibid.
12 Shakopee Argus, September 9, 1875, pg. 4, col. 2.
13 Shakopee Argus, October 7, 1875, pg. 1, col. 1.
14 Ibid.
15 Shakopee Argus, October 4, 1877, pg. 4, col. 2
16 Ibid.
17 Ibid, pg. 4, col. 4.
18Shakopee Argus, October 10, 1878, pg. 4, col. 2.

A new Scott County Agricultural Society building was constructed by the
Mini-Met Baseball Park in Jordan in 1913. It was used to display exhibits
during the annual Scott County Fair.
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2010 road construction projects underway
Preservation
1. County Highway (CH) 6 – Bridge replacement
2. CH 8 — Bridge replacement
3. CH 8 from Trunk Highway (TH) 21 to CH 15 –
Overlay
6. CH 18 from CH 42 to ¼ miles north of Preserve
Trail – Reconstruction
8. CH 23 from CH 8 to .1 mile south of Village
Lake Drive – Overlay
10. CH 42 from .11 miles west of CH 27 to
Glendale Road/Joppa Ave – Overlay
11. CH 66 – Bridge Replacement
Management
4. CH 12 from 1.05 miles east of CH 17 to .38
miles west of TH 13 - Reconstruction
5. CH 16 at Lynn Ave/Glendale Road – Roundabout
9. CH 42 at McKenna Road -- Signal
14. CH 86 from TH 19 to CH 27 – Reconstruction
15. CH 101 at Stagecoach Road - Signal
Expansion
7. CH 21 from CH 42 to CH 18 – New construction
and transit station
13. CH 83 from CH 42 to CH 16 – Reconstruction
Multi-Modal
12. CR 77 from Vierling Drive to CH 16 – Trail
installation

Summer Reading Program continues until August 14
Abrakadoodle Sand Painting

Dr. Seuss Party

Paint your own picture from Stella, Star
of the Sea with sand! Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Welcome to all Seussical kids – we’re
having a party filled with fun games, activities, and snacks based on the ever-popular
Dr Seuss books! All ages welcome. Prior
Lake, 1:30 p.m.

The New Pearl Button Players
Take a step back in time! Enjoy readings (from letters, local newspapers, and
children’s book “B is for Battle Cry: a Civil
War Alphabet”) and music of the Civil War
era with performers in period costume.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 3
Make a Splash with 4-H!
Let’s dive in and explore underwater life
through fun crafts, games, and snacks. Belle
Plaine, 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, July 24
Make a Splash Movie Morning

Dr. Seuss Party

Enjoy a free movie and snacks! Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All
ages welcome. Savage 10:30 a.m.

Enjoy a party filled with fun games, activities, and snacks based on Dr Seuss books!
All ages welcome. Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.

Monday, July 26

Wednesday, August 4
Make a Splash with 4-H!

Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party
Come to Camp Half Blood and match
wits with other cabins, consult the oracles,
and enjoy camp food! Best for older elementary. Jordan, 3 p.m.

Judy Moody and Stink Party
Anyone who loves Megan McDonald’s
books is invited to enjoy activities, crafts,
and snacks based on the popular series. Shakopee, 3 p.m.

Percy Jackson Lightning Thief Party

Come to Camp Half Blood and match
wits with other cabins, consult the
oracles, and enjoy camp food! Best for
older elementary. New Prague, 1:30
p.m.

Anyone who loves Megan McDonald’s
books is invited to enjoy activities, crafts,
and snacks based on the popular series. Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 5
Underwater Adventures Event
Hands-on activities, artifacts, and live
animals from Minnesota’s favorite aquarium.
All ages welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m.

Thursday, July 29
Children’s Book Sale
Refresh your summer book collection
by shopping this fantastic sale of used books!
Sponsored by and proceeds to the Prior Lake
Library Summer Youth Volunteers. Prior
Lake, 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Friday, July 30
Make a Splash Movie Morning
Enjoy a free movie and snacks. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All
ages welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Belle Plaine, 6 p.m.

Monday, August 9
Make a Splash with 4-H!

Friday, August 13
Annual Chess Tournament

Explore underwater life through crafts,
games, and snacks. New Prague, 1:30 p.m.

Match your skills against other chess
fans and see who comes out a winner! Belle
Plaine, 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 10
Scott County Historical Society Seed
Art Minnesota

Saturday, August 14

Decorate your picture of Minnesota
with seed art. Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.

Last day of Summer Reading Program – be sure to pick up prizes on or before this date!

Abrakadoodle Model Magic Fish

Tuesday, August 17
Sing, Play, Learn! With MacPhail
Center for Music

Make your own fish with Model Magic,
using the book Hooray for Fish as inspiration. All ages welcome. Jordan, 1:30 p.m.;
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

Scott County Historical Society Seed
Art Minnesota

Judy Moody and Stink Party
Wednesday, July 28

Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 11:30 a.m.1 p.m.

Explore underwater life through fun
crafts, games, snacks. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.

Decorate pictures of Minnesota with
seed art. Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 11
Make a Splash Movie Morning
Enjoy a free movie and snacks. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All
ages welcome. Savage 10:30 a.m.

Make a Splash with 4-H!
Explore underwater life through fun
crafts, games, and snacks. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.; Shakopee 3:30 p.m.

Magician Matt Dunn

Judy Moody and Stink Party
Anyone who loves Megan McDonald’s
books is invited to enjoy activities, crafts,
and snacks based on the popular series. Jordan, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 12
Scott County Historical Society Seed
Art Minnesota

Kids and their families are invited to
bring their teddy bears and a picnic lunch to
the west lawn of the Prior Lake Library (in
case of rain, we’ll move to the large meeting
room inside the library). At noon, the everpopular Teddy Bear Band will perform, inspiring movement, imagination and fun! All
ages welcome. Funded by the Minnesota

Join MacPhail Center for Music’s early
childhood music specialists as we explore the
magic of music and play. For birth to 5 years
of age. Registration required as space is limited – call or visit the library to sign up.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

New Prague End of Summer
Reading Party!

Fast-paced, interactive magic show with
a humorous touch! All ages welcome. Sponsored by the Prior Lake Friends of the Library. Prior Lake, 4 p.m.

Friday, August 6
Annual Teddy Bear Picnic

from Page 15

Decorate your picture of Minnesota
with seed art. Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. Savage, 10:30 a.m.;
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Make a Splash with 4-H!
Explore underwater life through fun
crafts, games, and snacks. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Make a Splash Movie Night
Enjoy a free movie and movie snacks!

Celebrate a summer full of reading on
the south lawn behind the library. Sponsored
by the Scott County Library System, the
New
Prague
Friends of the Library, and the
State Bank of
New Prague.
1:30 – 3 p.m.

Thursday,
August 19
Make a Splash
Movie Night
Enjoy a free water-themed movie and
movie snacks! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome. Shakopee, 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 19
Sing, Play, Learn! With MacPhail
Center for Music
Join MacPhail Center for Music’s early
childhood music specialists as we explore the
magic of music and play. For birth to 5 years
of age. Registration required as space is limited – call or visit the library to sign up.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.; Savage, 6:30
p.m.

