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County Fair set for July 27-31
Entertainment includes draft horse shows, music, demo derby

Summer fun for everyone!
Scott County has many amenities
and celebrations. This issue is full of
ideas for you and your family to
enjoy summertime right here.
Pages 6-13

Farm Family of the Year
Fran Barten and family from New
Prague have been named Scott
County’s “Farm Family of the Year”
Page 3

Check it out!
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Libraries kick off Summer
Reading program with
storyteller, juggler.
Pages 6-8

Gas prices getting to you? You don’t need to go far
for your summer fun this year! Plan to attend the Scott
County Fair, located just north of Jordan, this July 2731. Stay local and have some old-fashioned fun with
your friends and family, with a variety of activities and
entertainment for all ages to enjoy. The prices can’t be
beat, with parking only $10 per vehicle per entry (with
no per-person admission fee!).
The Scott County Fair is a traditional family fair,
with animals, new products, and exhibits in the commercial buildings, great food, and entertainment around
every corner; there is something to see for everyone.
“We are happy to again offer a fantastic fair to our
Scott County community,” said Jim Luce, the Scott
County Fair Manager. “One new addition is a big name
act for our Friday night lineup, GB Leighton in the
Entertainment Garden. This show has a very loyal
following in the Twin Cities and we are excited to bring
them here to Scott County. Our Autocross Race will be
returning to the Grandstand Friday night after a very successful first run last year, with more cars and more participants this summer. It is an exiting event with great
crowd support! Fairgoers will, of course, be able to experience our action-packed Demo Derby Saturday night
in the Grandstand, which is always a crowd pleaser.”
Check out the Semi, Truck, and Tractor Pull on
Thursday night in the Grandstand. This is a great op-

Enjoy a variety of food at the Scott County Fair while
watching and listening to free entertainment.

portunity to see the toughest, biggest, and best of the
tractors and trucks in the area community, all coming
together for a night of local competition showcasing local machines.
The Scott County Fair still has one of the largest
Draft Horse Competitions in the upper Midwest, with
teams coming in from across the United States and
Canada. Despite the tough economy, the show will be
strong with over 300 horses expected.
COUNTY FAIR to page 13

MnDOT study provides options for
easing congestion during floods
Mn/DOT has initiated a study to
identify potential lower-cost, highbenefit solutions to address congestion that occurs in the south Metro
Area when highways are closed due
to flooding in the Minnesota River
Valley. The congestion impedes both
regional and local travel, and it affects commuters, commercial freight
carriers, and emergency service providers. This study began in March
2011 and is expected to conclude in
September 2011.
Trunk Highways (TH) 41 and
101 have closed six times due to
flooding since 1993 and the 80 year
history shows this trend line increasing. The closures have varied from
several days to several weeks. The
two roadways carry an average traf-

fic volume of 33,000 vehicles per day
which costs the region in excess of
$500,000/day when both bridges are
closed. The only viable alternative is
TH 169 which creates issues for that
highway. A future TH 41 River crossing that would truly be flood proof is
decades away due to funding constraints.
The goal of this study is to identify feasible alternatives to ease congestion during these major floods.
The study will include the following:
• Identify and recommend roadway design alternatives for TH’s 169,
41, and 101 river crossings understanding they operate as a regional
system.
• Model the river to understand
hydrological impacts

• Seek public input during the
study. A public meeting was held May
24 in Chaska to provide information
and gather public input, and another
meeting will be scheduled for later
this summer in Shakopee. Watch for
details of the meeting in your local
newspaper.
• Local agency involvement
Potential alternatives include
raising the low areas on TH 101 and
TH 41 by using fill and/or land
bridges. On TH 169 the evaluation
includes widening the bridge and
approaches, restriping to add temporary lanes during the floods and traffic operational improvements at either end of the bridge.

SWCD Conservation Day a success
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan would like to thank the more than
400 customers who purchased seedlings, native seed
mixes, and rain barrels this year. Over 23,000 seedlings,
130 rain barrels, and 125 seed mixes were sold, all of
which will enhance conservation in Scott County.
In addition, the first annual Conservation Day was
held at the Fairgrounds on April 15 with more than 300
individuals and families attending. Special thanks go to
sponsors Prairie Meadows Native Seed of Lonsdale;
Cedar Summit Farm, Greenhead Turf Management,
KCHK Radio and D & J Landscaping, all of New Prague;
Marshwatch Farms and Peter’s Pumpkins/Carmen’s
Corn, both of Shakopee; the Scott Clean Water Education Program; and Scott/Carver Master Gardeners.
Those who wish to be added to the 2011-2012 tree
program email list are invited to send an e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us or call (952) 492-5425.

Rain barrels were so popular that another sale is
currently underway with orders being taken through
June 24. See Page 15 for more information.
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

We need to allow room for compromise
As I write this piece, I’m fascinated by many of the news articles I’m reading.
In a recent online article, I noted that the International Monetary Fund moved its
timeline – upward — for when China overcomes the United States as the world’s
largest economy to 2016 (only five short years from now). At the same time, I
read that the United States hit its debt ceiling on May 16, and Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner announced that he was taking “extraordinary measures” to prevent the federal government from going into default. With no agreement on the
federal budget or on raising the debt ceiling as of this writing, the Treasury has
begun borrowing from federal pension plans and curtailing certain efforts to assist
states so that the U.S. can continue making interest payments on the outstanding
federal debt — a move Secretary Geithner said will be effective only through
August 2. Despite the fact that most people believe that if a deal is not reached, it
could damage global financial markets, drive up the cost of borrowing for the
government and private citizens, and potentially put the economy back into recession, at this point, there certainly seems to be no hint of compromise between the
two political parties. As I turned the newspaper page, there’s an article stating that
as the Minnesota Legislature nears the end of its regular session, there continues to
be no hint of an agreement with the Governor on a balanced budget. Sigh.
I’ll say it. America is the best country in the world. It was founded by great,
principled, and passionate people; it is still populated by great, principled, and
passionate people. And though I have little doubt that this country will continue to
be the best, we also need to temper our passions and acknowledge the value of
thoughtful compromise. In short, our society – and our leaders – would do well to
follow the example set by the Founders in reaching across many schools of thought
in order to compromise and govern.
While the disagreement among our elected leaders is more often than not positioned as a question of do we tax and spend too much or too little; in reality, it
centers on two very different — and very principled — beliefs over the proper role
of government. Yet with the economy limping out of one of the greatest economic
downturns since the Depression; our infrastructure (bridges, roads, dams, levees)
aging and slowly crumbling; our apparent inability to adequately protect our cities
or our citizens from natural or manmade disasters or, it seems, rebuild after one;
and our inability to even give our wounded veterans, senior citizens, or the disabled decent medical care, it is time for us to find the middle ground and govern.
We are a people of vast ingenuity and technological capabilities. We are a
nation of self-reliant, thoughtful people who have often chosen to be good and to
do good. We have always been an optimistic, problem-solving society. We are the
people who created one of the greatest miracles this world has ever seen: A nation
founded on the ideals of freedom, liberty, and justice. So how is it that “can-do”
America is now unable to pay our bills, take care of our people, and maintain our
infrastructure?
Frankly, I do appreciate a spirited debate over the role of government. I do
admire people of passions and principles. I do respect philosophical divides and
those who espouse views quite different from mine. However, “feet-in-cement”
political stalemates are dangerous – in fact, they may be more perilous than any
other issue that we face. We need to balance our budgets, rein in our debt, fix our
infrastructure, restart our economy, and take reasonable care of our citizens – and
to accomplish this we will all need to give a little, and allow room for our leaders
to compromise. In a recent e-newsletter, Senator Claire Robling quoted Governor
Mark Dayton as having said about a compromise, “We don’t have to agree with it,
but we will have to agree to it.” I, as she, think this is wise counsel.

Summer transit services
begin in Prior Lake, Shakopee
Summer transit services are beginning for Shakopee and Prior Lake! However, schedules may have changed from
last year, so please call (952) 496-8341
to see what hours buses will be operating.
Remember, SmartLink Transit rides
can also be scheduled by calling (952)
496-8341. Reservations up to seven
days in advance are recommended. Our
Dial-A-Ride service is based on availability and short-notice reservations may
not always be available.
SmartLink also handles Medical Assistance (MA) transportation. If you are
on MA and need a ride to a doctor, et
cetera, call (952) 496-8341 to schedule
a ride. Or, if you drive yourself to these
appointments, you may eligible to receive mileage reimbursement. Forms
can be mailed or you can get one at our
website at www.smartlinktransit.com.
In the last issue, you were introduced
to some of our office staff. Here’s a
couple more from our office: Mike is
our main dispatcher. If you have a ride
scheduled and you need to cancel it the

same day, call Mike and he will take care
of it. Mike is a husband and father of
two daughters. He has worked with
SmartLink Transit for about 2½ years,
but came to us from another transportation company so he has quite a bit of
experience in this field.
John is the lead in the dispatch,
Medical Assistance, and billing area. He
has been with SmartLink Transit for a
number of years. He came to us from a
large public transportation system and
has a great deal of experience to offer.
Wendy is the lady you want to talk
to if you have any questions about MA
transportation or mileage reimbursement. Wendy has been with us for a little
over a year, but has a long history of
working for Scott County.

Commissioners’ Corner
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

County Board meetings through August 2011
County Board Meeting 9 a.m.
County Board Room
County Board Meeting 9 a.m.
County Board Room
no meeting
County Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine City Hall

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

County Board Meeting
County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting

9 a.m.
9 a.m.

County Board Room
County Board Room

9 a.m.

County Board Room

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23

County Board Meeting
County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting

9 a.m.
9 a.m.

County Board Room
County Board Room

6:30 p.m.

August 30

County Board Workshop 9 a.m.

Elko New Market
City Hall
County Board Room

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays at the Government Center in Shakopee (except where indicated above). Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels, so refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
All Hazards Committee (1 vacancy). There is one at-large vacancy on this
Committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott
County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster
incidents and events. The Committee meets quarterly on the fourth Thursday of
the month from 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are three vacancies on the Council in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; and develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board. Professional providers and
consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The
committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (1 vacancy) Currently there is one at-large
vacancy on this Commission. The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission is
to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected officials in the area of
parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Commission members
represent the citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community ambassadors. The Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of
each month at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancy) – Currently there is one vacancy representing the Sand Creek
Watershed. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes
recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence,
Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6
and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commission Dave Menden) - The City of Shakopee, precincts
1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) - The City of Prior Lake,
and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) - The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.
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Bartens named County’s Farm Family of the Year
The Farm Family recognition program is designed
to demonstrate the University’s appreciation of agricultural families living in Minnesota communities, to
recognize the many contributions of these families to
their communities and to agriculture, and to foster appreciation and understanding of the University and its
research and extension missions related to agriculture.
These outstanding families are recognized on behalf of the University of Minnesota. They contribute
by producing the food all of us consume, but just as
importantly, they contribute to their communities by
the many organizations in which they belong and the
many activities and events they lead. Previous Scott
County families honored with this award include Jon
and Lisa Zweber, Jim Dubbe and family, and Ken and
Linda Glisczinski, just to name a few of the recent
honorees.
University of Minnesota Extension of Scott
County would like to recognize Fran Barten and family as being selected as the 2011 Scott County Farm
Family of the Year.
The Barten family is a busy bunch! This third
generation farm consists of 110 acres of corn, 110 acres
of soybeans, and seven acres of pumpkins. As with
all things, there is story behind the seven acres of pumpkins. Eighteen years ago, Fran and her husband Roman decided that they would plant a small pumpkin
patch to keep the children busy and try to generate
additional income. That “small” pumpkin patch has
grown into a full agri-tourism enterprise since that time.
When Roman passed away five years ago, all of
the Bartens agreed that they wanted to continue the
pumpkin business that was started by their parents. All
of the children (eleven in total), their spouses, and the
older grandchildren help with Barten Pumpkins. Even
family members living in Iowa and San Francisco come
home for pumpkin harvest. Each person in the family
has a particular talent within the business: website development, production, marketing, design, financial
consulting, cooking, child care, medical care, muscle
– the Barten family has it covered! The family prides
themselves on providing an experience for the public… a place where the public can learn about agriculture and the joys of rural life with family. Barten Pump-

Fran Barten and her family have been recognized as Scott County’s Farm Family of the Year. Along
with raising corn and soybeans, the family runs a pumpkin business at their rural New Prague farm.

kins was also a site on the 2010 Scott County City to
Country Tour. During this event, they hosted more
than 400 visitors at their farm. They introduced visitors to pumpkin production, honey bees, apples,
shiitake mushrooms, garlic, and food preservation.
As if the farm doesn’t keep her busy enough, Fran
is extremely involved in the community. Fran coordinates the Outstanding Senior Citizen Volunteer Program at the Scott County Fair. She has been on the
board of directors for the Scott County Pork Producers, and she is very active with the New Prague Chamber of Commerce. In addition, Fran is an active member of St. John’s Union Hill Church, a volunteer at
Queen of Peace Hospital, a member of the Catholic
United Financial board of directors, and a member of
the Farm Bureau.
The entire Barten family has been active in the
New Prague Boosters 4-H club and – even though all

Teens serve as role models
through Youth Teaching Youth
Have you been looking for a positive teen role model in your community? Here are 77 outstanding teenagers who have been visiting elementary
students in Scott County and teaching them about saying no to peer pressure;
the truth about alcohol, tobacco, and advertisements; learning ways to solve
conflict without fighting; and developing positive characters. Thank you to
all the teen teachers that have contributed their time and skills!
If you are a 9th - 12th grader at Shakopee, New Prague, or Prior Lake/
Savage Schools and are interested in teaching elementary age students, contact Sara Wagner at the Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410
(Classes are full until fall).
Prior Lake/Savage
Teachers
Jamie Palmer
Ali Liffrig
Sarah Anderson
Micaela Resh
Sara Tell
Shannon Tell
Raymond Elderd
Jessie Tremmel
Leigh Braun
Jessica Bravo
Brianna Leibnitz
Sarah Condon
Rachel Funke
New Prague Teachers
Rachel VonBank
Gabby Ryan
Kelly Bohlke
Rena Weis
Andrea Wick
Sara Shenouda
Wendy Cardwell
Mary Grace Nelson
Allison Aase
Sam Leverson

Shakopee Teachers
Amanda Abu-Saleh
Lane Branwall
Kelly Clemens
Cassie Fennern
Madeline Laux
Shannon Bowerman
Jenna Algoo
Brittany Bonsante
Vonnick Boyogueno
Courtney Drill
Samantha Horner
Kara Kranz
Sam Link
Samantha North
Isis Rodriguez
Janet Tabokov
Rachel Theis
Brooke Vierling
Kayla Perea
Sulin Phat
Brittney Adelman
Asheli Bohr
Sara Chmielewski
Jill Conniff
Madison DeJarlais
Cierra Dillard
Annie Lee

Brooke Nelson
Alexandra Poland
Sydney Porter
Himal Purani
Shankela Sandridge
Meagan Spott
Christina Swanson
Jillian Tram
Nadia Luong Van
Cassie Johnson
Lizzie Bruss
Ashleigh Cain
Karlie Chase
Ashly Chhum
Megan Haller
Amanda Hoang
Ally Taylor
Jennifer Kim
Viktoriya Ivanova
Erica Kloth
Heather NikhomVan
Kim Phat
Alyana Rick
Alexa Ronayne
Greta Schleif
Sierra Schmelze
Jennifer Siv

of her children have graduated — Fran continues to
be involved. The family is also involved in the Dozinky
Parade in New Prague, where they give out pumpkins
along the parade route. The family has two volunteer
initiatives that they focus on together: First, they host
the Roman Barten Memorial Benefit to assist a sick
child in the community. (The 2011 event was held in
April at the KC Hall in New Prague.) Second, Fran’s
daughter Amy started an initiative to help needy families in the community around Christmas time and
throughout the year. They try to find families that may
not be getting help from other sources and provide
them with clothing, baby items, and school supplies.
Through their efforts, they help nearly 200 people annually.
Congratulations to Fran and the entire Barten family for continuing the show the value and importance
of agriculture in our community!

4-H Youth in the Spotlight
Janet Tabakov
Years in 4-H: Three
School: Shakopee High School
Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parent: Lrina and Tony Tabakov
Projects: Youth Teaching Youth, Leadership
Even though Janet has been busy with post secondary classes and other school activities, she found
time to help the University of Minnesota Scott County
Extension 4-H Youth Teaching Youth program narrate their second video for the Alcohol and Tobacco
Decisions Program, “The Facts about Tobacco.” It was
Janet Tabakov
amazing to learn how much time and energy goes into
taping a short 15 minute video! The video will be
used to teach 4th and 5th graders in Anoka, Dakota, Scott, and Washington Counties
the truth about the tobacco industry, tobacco use, and tobacco advertising.
Janet has been a teen teacher the past two years, but was not able to help in the
classroom this year. She used her leadership skills to promote the program to her
peers that were able to visit classrooms, as well as help with the production of the
second video. Janet is a great example of finding ways to volunteer in her community even with a full schedule.
** We will begin taping short scenes about the risks of smoking or using smokeless tobacco, and we’ll be looking for 5th through 8th graders that would be interested in acting. Our next taping session is on Saturday, June 18; location still to
be determined. If you are interested, please contact Sara Wagner at (952) 4925410 or via e-mail at dunc0088@umn.edu.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs
Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us
if you have questions or a suggestion for a future topic.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Home safety and your kids
Home safety for children is a top priority for parents, but sometimes it is difficult to keep up with everything you need to create a safe environment for your
children. For this reason, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) developed
a Home Safety Checklist for parents, caregivers, and public health nurses as they
do family home visits. The checklist is a guide for parents to use as their children
grow. First created in 1990, the checklist has been updated several times since its
creation. The current version depicts what current childhood injury trend data indicate are the leading causes of unintentional childhood injuries. The checklist also
includes what nurses have learned while doing home visits.
The checklist covers safe sleep, bathrooms, safe storage in the home, kitchens, general “around the house areas,” and in the car safety. Additional resources
are available for outside of the home and checklists that are age-specific — these
MDH Family Home Visiting Home Safety Resources can be located at http://
www.health.state.mn.us/div/fh/mch/fhv/safety.html.
Use the following MDH checklist and see what changes you may want to
make to keep your children safe.
Safe Sleep
1. Is your baby always placed on his/her back to sleep? Since the American
Academy of Pediatrics campaign to promote Back To Sleep began in the mid
1990s, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
(SIDS) deaths have decreased by greater
than 40 percent both nationwide and in
Minnesota. Stomach (or “tummydown”) sleeping is the primary risk factor for SIDS. Side positioning is not recommended, because it is not a stable
position and the baby still may move to
his tummy. Anything used to prop the
baby in the side sleep position, including commercial products, have not been
safety tested and are not recommended.
2. Is your baby sleeping alone in a crib-type bed for nighttime and naps
at home and away from home? The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and other studies have reported infant deaths from bed sharing with
adults or older children. Some babies have died while sleeping alone or with others on recliners, other soft chairs, or sofas. Visit the Safe and Asleep campaign
page at www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mch/ mortality/safeandasleep/index.html
for more information.
3. Have you checked your baby’s bed to make sure there are no broken or
missing crib slats? Crib slats must be no more than 2 and 3/8 inches apart (size of
the top of a pop can).
4. Is the crib mattress firm and fitted snugly inside the crib (no extra room
around edges)? A small child can receive
a fracture or suffocate if his or her head,
body, or limb(s) becomes wedged between
the crib side and the mattress. The mattress
should fit snugly in the crib (or Pack-NPlay) with not more than two fingers width of space between the edge of the mattress and the side of the crib. Parents should not pad the mattress to make it softer.
5. Is your baby’s crib empty of pillows, comforters, stuffed toys, bumper
pads, and other soft items? The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) has determined that soft surfaces such as pillows, quilts, comforters, sheepskins, and stuffed toys can be hazardous to infants.
Bathroom
6. When your child is in the bathtub, is an adult always present? Serious
injury and death through drowning can occur in the very short time a parent steps
out of the bathroom and leaves an infant or child in the tub. A child can turn on the
hot water and become burned in a matter of mere seconds.
7. Is your hot water heater set to never go above 120° Fahrenheit?
8. When you run your child’s bathwater, do you test the temperature first
with your wrist or elbow? Both of these questions involve water temperature.
Tap water scald burns are generally more extensive and more severe than other
scald burns. The bathtub is the most common site for tap water scalds to young
children. Hot water should be set in the safe range of 110º to 120º Fahrenheit.
9. Are there non-skid strips or a mat on the bottom of the bathtub? Children can easily fall in slippery tubs or showers, causing serious head injuries or
fractures.
Safe Storage
10. Are there safety latches or locks on cabinets and drawers that contain
potentially dangerous items?
Items such as vitamins, cigarettes, plastic bags, matches, lighters, knives, scissors, razor blades, sharp objects, cleaning supplies, pesticides, other poisons, guns,
ammunition, prescription medications, and over the counter medicines — all of
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Ready...Set...Pull!
Tug-of-War planned for County Fair
The Scott County Fair will hold its 5th
Annual Tug-of-War Challenge on Saturday, July 30 beginning at 4 p.m. at the
fairgrounds. Teams from area communities will be facing off against each
other in a contest of strength and endurance, hoping to take home one of the
cash prizes and maybe even the traveling trophy!
Team registrations are currently being accepted for this fun event. The
competition will be International Style
Pulling, best of three pulls. Teams can
be any size number of members, with a
combined weight limit of 1,200 lbs.
There is a minimal entry fee per team
for the challenge.
Gather your friends, neighbors and

Team members work hard to win.

co-workers today and put together your
team! Contact the Scott County Fair
office for more information and an entry form: (952) 492-2436 or visit
www.scottcountyfair.com. Entry forms
are due by July 1, 2011.

these items should be stored safely out of children’s reach. In addition, they should
be stored in a cabinet or drawer that has a lock or latch on it.
Kitchen
11. Are small appliances in the kitchen (coffee maker, toaster) and bathroom (hairdryer, curling iron) unplugged and put away? These items should
be unplugged and stored in cupboards or shelves, or pushed to the back of the
counters out of reach. Check the bathroom for the presence and placement of a
space heater. Move it away from any areas where it can come in contact with water
or a wet child.
12. Are back burners on the stovetop used for cooking?
13. Are pan handles turned toward the back of the stove? (Both #12 and
#13 involve children being near the stove when a parent is cooking.) A young child
can easily reach up and pull hot pans off of the stove causing scald burns.
Around the house
14. Are the Minnesota Poison Center phone number (1-800-222-1222)
and other emergency contacts posted near all of your telephones, programmed
in your cell phone, or in an obvious location in your home? The Minnesota
Poison Center will answer any questions regarding the
toxicity of a medicine, product or plant. It does not
cost anything to call the MN Poison Center and it is
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
All indoor plants should be kept out of a child’s
reach. A child can be poisoned by eating only a few
leaves of a poisonous plant. You can find a helpful
plant guide on the Minnesota Poison Control website
at www.mnpoison.org/index.asp?pageID=116.
15. Are small toys and objects that your baby could choke on out of reach
and picked up off the floor? All small items — including parts from toys of
older siblings — and foods that can choke a child need to be kept out of reach.
16. Are working carbon monoxide detectors installed within 10 feet of
each room used for sleeping? Carbon monoxide detectors should be tested
monthly, and the batteries changed every six months. Every single-family home
and every housing unit in a multi-family dwelling must have an approved and
operational carbon monoxide alarm installed within ten feet of each room used for
sleeping purposes. See the state statute here: www.fire.state.mn.us/CO/
COAlarmStatute299F50.pdf
17. Are working smoke detectors placed in each sleeping room as well as
in the hallways outside the sleeping rooms? Smoke detectors should be tested
monthly, and the batteries changed every six months. Smoke detectors should be
installed on every level of the home, including the basement. One smoke detector
should be placed outside each sleeping area.
18. Is everyone living in your home aware of an emergency exit plan in
case of a fire? All households should have an emergency exit/fire escape plan and
practice it.
19. Is your home smoke-free (no one smokes inside your home)? According to a June 2006 scientific report from the U.S. Surgeon General, second-hand
smoke exposure is a known cause of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), respiratory problems, ear infections, and asthma attacks in infants and children.
20. Are heavy or unstable pieces of furniture — such as TVs, entertainment centers, and bookshelves — anchored to the floor or secured to the wall?
21. Are safety/baby gates installed at the top and bottom of all stairs?
Gates should be securely anchored in the doorway or stairway they are blocking
and be retained by means of an expanding pressure bar with the bar on the side
away from the child.
22. Are there shock prevention plugs or outlet covers on all unused electrical outlets?

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered
Scott County Public Health understands the need for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved. Through a partnership
with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community, Scott County Public Health
is able to provide adult and child health
screening, preventative health care,
health information and assistance with
connecting to ongoing health care and
other local resources.
The services are provided with the
use of the Mobile Health Unit, owned
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. This partnership enables
services to be brought directly to those
in need by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
The June Mobile Health Clinic
will be held:
♦ Thursday, June 16, 2-5 p.m.:
Savage Public Library, 13090 Alabama
Avenue, Savage
The July Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
♦ Friday, July 8, 2-5 p.m.: Rus-

sian Evangelical Baptist Church, 1205
10th Avenue, Shakopee
♦ Friday, July 22, 2-5 p.m.: Scott
County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension),
7151 190th St W, Suite 100, Jordan
Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott County website (www.co.scott.
mn.us).
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in the
community.
For more information on the mobile
health clinic, please contact Scott County
Public Health at (952) 496-8555 or visit
the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

County residents invited
to participate in cancer
prevention study
What if you could personally participate in research that could help determine factors that cause or prevent
cancer? What if your involvement —
and that research — ultimately leads to
the elimination of cancer as a major
health problem for this and future generations? What if you could make it so
just one family never had to hear the
words, “you have cancer?”
Join the American Cancer Society
(ACS) Cancer Prevention Study-3
On July 8, from 6 – 10 p.m., at the
Relay For Life of Scott County in Shakopee, you will get that opportunity to
participate in research right here in our
county. The American Cancer Society
will be enrolling participants for their
newest research study, the Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3). This study
will help us to better understand the genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors that cause or prevent cancer.
Scott County has been chosen as
one of only four counties in Minnesota
by the American Cancer Society to participate in the Cancer Prevention Study
- 3 (CPS-3). This is a major event for
Scott County, and aligns with Scott
County’s goal to create safe, healthy, and
livable communities and the objectives
of the Carver-Scott State Health Improvement Program (SHIP).
Relay For Life of Scott County is
honored to be chosen as a CPS-3 Enrollment Site for 2011. This is a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity to be involved
in a very personal way for cancer research. Participation can help save lives
and fight back against cancer, helping
future generations, and allowing more
birthdays to be celebrated. Participation
by Scott County citizens in the CPS-3 is
a great way to honor a loved one who
has been inflicted with cancer.

Who is eligible to participate?
Anyone who is willing to make a longterm commitment to the study (which
involves completing follow-up surveys
at home periodically over the next 2030 years), is between the ages of 30 and
65 years old, and has never been diagnosed with cancer (not including basal
or squamous cell skin cancer). Cancer
survivors are asked to help spread the
word, and encourage family members
and friends to enroll.
What does study participation
involve? The enrollment process involves two steps: The first step takes
place at the Relay For Life of Scott
County, where participants are asked to
read and sign an informed consent form;
complete a brief written survey; provide
a waist measurement; and give a small
blood sample (similar to a doctor’s visit).
The second step takes place at their
home, where participants complete a
more detailed health survey, including
information on lifestyle, behaviors, and
other factors relating to their health.
Upon completion of both steps, participants are enrolled and will receive follow-up surveys by mail every few years
to update their information. Surveys can
be completed online or returned by mail
to the American Cancer Society.
Interested? Want more information?
Contact Ruby Winings at (952) 4456354 or via e-mail at cps3scottcounty
@gmail.com. You may also contact the
American Cancer Society at
www.cancer.org/cps3 or call 1-888-6045888. In addition, you can also visit the
Relay For Life of Scott County’s website
for
information:
www.relayforlife.org/scottcountymn.
(They’re also on Facebook – search for
Cancer Prevention Study (CPS3), Scott
Cty.)
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

What is Emergency Management?
In Minnesota, all counties and cities are required to have an “emergency management” organization that is in accordance with the state emergency management
plan and program. As part of this organization, each city and county is required to
have a director who is appointed by the mayor and/or the county board. Also
according to statute, “The local director is directly responsible for the organization, administration, and operation of the local organization for emergency management, subject to the direction and control of the local governing body.”
All 87 counties in Minnesota have, as a minimum, a director appointed to
perform the duties associated with emergency management. Most of Minnesota’s
larger cities also have an appointed emergency management director. In Scott
County, each of the seven cities has an appointed emergency manager and they are
also responsible for a larger piece of public safety in their jurisdictions. Six of the
directors are police chiefs and one is a fire chief. They all do a great job working
on emergency management duties along with staying current in other areas of their
positions.
Briefly, the emergency management process is comprised of four phases. They
are preparedness, mitigation, recovery, and response. It’s hard to say which one
comes first, as we could be working on more than one phase at the same time.
Examples of preparedness or planning activities would be the development
and maintenance of an Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), the release of emergency public information, shelter and evacuation plans, and the identification of
various resources. Mitigation is defined as actions taken to eliminate or reduce the
probability of the occurrence of an emergency/disaster.
There are two types of recovery actions – short- and long-term. In the short
term, we seek to restore critical services to the community and provide basic needs
of the public. In the long term, the focus is on restoring the community to its
normal or an improved state of affairs. Response requires the mobilization of
people and equipment to something that has happened. Typically, the County emergency management program is used for additional support and coordination during a large incident.
Having an emergency management program is mandated, but it’s also good
business to plan in advance for various types of hazards and emergencies. Basically, hazards are broken down into three categories: natural hazards (e.g., floods,
earthquakes, storms); technological/man-made incidents (e.g., hazardous materials spills, mechanical emergencies, boiler explosions); and intentional acts (e.g.,
terrorism, demonstrations, bomb threats, assaults, theft).
In the event Scott County has a
large scale disaster, we would manage it using our Emergency Operations Plan. The County plan was developed using an “all-hazards”
framework — in other words, the
plan can be activated for almost any
type of disaster. It is not meant to be
a specific set of procedures, but
rather a framework designed to help
guide officials through a disaster.
If Scott County had a large disaster, the County also has a desig- Scott County Emergency Management
nated Emergency Operations Center plans for large scale disasters such as
(EOC) which is a central location tornadoes and floods.
where government officials can meet
to coordinate, manage, and respond to disasters.
Maintaining and updating the County Emergency Operation Plan and helping
manage the Emergency Operation Center are ongoing duties assigned to emergency management. Minnesota Homeland Security Emergency Management
(HSEM) requires county programs to review and update the Emergency Operations Plan at least annually.
The County program also includes tasks such as supporting the activities of
local jurisdictions by providing information, training as appropriate, and a review
of local Emergency Operations Plans. Each of our cities in Scott County has an
Emergency Operations Plan and identified areas for their Emergency Operations
Center. If a disaster occurs in one of our cities, the local officials retain control of
that incident. County emergency management would most likely respond as well
to provide assistance in the emergency operations center or any time local jurisdictions request this support.
One of the recent coordination and planning activities in which we participated was in dealing with the flooding incidents that impacted the County in 2010
and 2011. Meeting with local, County, and state officials prior to, during, and after
the floods is a good example. Working through all sorts of concerns such as how
information would be communicated, appropriate protective measures, how to and
when to request assistance, and looking at various flooding scenarios with local
partners were all part of the coordination and planning effort.
(I don’t mean to imply here that most of the work completed around emergency management is done only during disasters. Actually, it’s really the other way
around. Planning, training, and preparing are keys to success.)
In Scott County, we are all fortunate that we have excellent first responder
groups. This includes law enforcement, fire, and EMS. We also need to remember
important responder agencies, like public works and public health and the people
that work in these disciplines. I have learned they can also be counted on to assist
when needed, and their skills and abilities are much appreciated.
No one agency or group can prepare, mitigate, help with recovery. and conduct a response alone. Here in Scott County, working together is the key to good
emergency management!
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Summer reading program begins at libraries
Celebrate books and reading with
Bookawocky: A Celebration of Summer
Reading during the Scott County Library
System’s free Summer Reading Program at
all seven of our branches, starting Monday,
June 13 and running through Saturday,
August 13. Studies show that kids who don’t
read regularly over the summer often read
at a lower level when they return to school
in the fall. To help keep that from happening, the Scott County libraries offer this free
and simple reading incentive program for
kids of all ages. How does it work? Easy!
Kids in the preschool, school-age, or teen
programs can earn fun prizes just by reading
library materials.
Many thanks to local Friends of the Library, MELSA, Papa Murphy’s Take N Bake
Pizza, Ty Beanie Babies, and the Minnesota
State Fair for generously providing prizes
for the summer reading program, and to the
many local businesses who kindly donate
prizes and sponsor performances for individual branches.
BookaWocky Preschool Program
For kids who haven’t been to kindergarten yet. Kids receive a reading record
with circles on it and color in a circle for
each library book they read. They get a
sticker for every five books they read and a
prize for each completed record (up to four).
Start-up prize: Sticker
Reading Record 1: Bookawocky bookmark
Reading Record 2: Papa Murphy’s minipizza coupon
Reading Record 3: Free book!
Reading Record 4: Bookawocky
drawstring backpack
BookaAWocky
Elementary-Age Program
For kids who have finished K-5th grade.
Kids receive a full-color foldout reading
record with clocks to keep track of time
read. Kids receive prizes for every five
clocks (five hours) they color in.
Start-up prize: Bookawocky bookmark
5 clocks/hours: Papa Murphy’s mini-pizza
coupon
10 clocks/hours: “READ” fun band
bracelet
15 clocks/hours: Free book!
20 clocks/hours: Bookawocky drawstring
backpack and a Beanie Baby or State Fair
ticket (while supplies last)
After completing 20 hours of reading,
kids turn in drawing slips for every five
hours they read for a chance to win a
reusable book bag with summer fun
goodies.

BookaWocky Teen Program
For kids who have finished grade six or
higher. Teens sign up and receive a
booklet to keep track of their hours, and
receive prizes for every five hours.
Start-up prize: Bookawocky bookmark
5 hours: $2 Scott County Library coupon
10 hours: Local branch prize
15 hours: Free book!
20 hours: Chocolate Bar and a State Fair
Ticket (while supplies last)
After completing 20 hours of reading,
teens turn in drawing slips for every five
additional hours they read for a chance to
win a color change cup filled with ear buds
and other goodies.
All prizes are subject to availability;
alternate prizes may be substituted.
BOOKAWOCKY PERFORMERS and
PROGRAMS at the
SCOTT COUNTY LIBRARIES
Along with prizes for reading, all the
branches of the Scott County Library will
also offer lots of free and entertaining
programs and performances for all ages –
these programs may include book clubs,
storytimes, live animal programs,
magicians, musical acts, movie events,
book parties, art programs and workshops,
and lots more. Events are free and open to

July 11, and July 25
“First in a Series” 3rd-5th Grade Mixed
Boys & Girls Book Club, Tuesdays at
2:00 p.m. on June 28, July 12, and July 26

the public – no registration is required
unless indicated.
For the most current and complete
listing of program times and locations,
check our website at www.scott.lib.mn.us
and choose “Summer Reading Program.”
Hours and locations of all the branches are
also listed on our website.
BookaWocky SUMMER READING
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for elementary-age AND preschool kids
Weekly Storytimes and Events – June 13
through August 13. All ages welcome.
♦ Belle Plaine – Stories and rhymes with
a different theme each week! Fridays at
10:30 a.m.
♦ Elko New Market – Stories and
rhymes with a different theme each week!
Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
♦ Jordan – Stories and rhymes with a
different theme each week! Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m.
♦ New Prague – Celebrity Storytimes;
join local notables for stories and fun!
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
♦ Prior Lake – Celebrity Storytimes; join
local notables for stories and fun!
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
♦ Savage – Celebrity Storytimes; join
local notables for stories and fun!
Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
♦ Shakopee – Celebrity Storytimes; join
local notables for stories and fun!
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
♦ Shakopee – Craft Wednesdays; make
and take a new project every week, while
supplies last. Wednesdays 2:00-4:00 p.m.
BOOK CLUBS – take a break from
school books and enjoy these fun summer
reads! Registration is required and begins
Thursday, June 2 unless otherwise noted –
call or visit your local branch for more
information.
Belle Plaine – (952) 873-6767
“Fairies” 1st- 2nd Grade Girls Book
Club, Fridays at 11:30 a.m. on June 17,
July 8, July 29, August 12
“Flat Stanley” 1st- 2nd Grade Boys Book
Club, Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. on June 16,
June 30, July 14, August 4
3rd-4th Grade Mixed Boys & Girls Book
Club, Fridays at 12:30 p.m. on June 17,
July 8, July 29, August 12
5th-6th Grade Mixed Boys & Girls Book
Club, Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. on June
15, June 29, July 13, and July 27
Elko New Market – (952) 461-3460
K-2nd Grade Mixed Boys & Girls Book
Club, Fridays at 11:30 a.m. on July 15 and
August 5
Jordan – (952) 492-2500 – Registration
begins Monday, June 13
“Words that Wiggle” 1st-2nd Grade
Mixed Boys & Girls Poetry Book Club,
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. on June 28 and July
12
“Nibble on a Book” 3rd-5th Grade Mixed
Boys & Girls Book Club, Mondays at
2:00 p.m. on June 27 and July 18
New Prague – (952) 758-2391
“Action Girls” 3rd-5th Grade Girls Book
Club, Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on June 27
and July 25
“Superheroes” 3rd-5th Grade Boys Book
Club, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. on June 28
and July 26
Prior Lake – (952) 447-3375
1st-2nd Grade Mixed Boys & Girls Book
Club, Mondays at 1:00 p.m. on June 27,

Savage – (952) 707-1770
1st-2nd Grade Mixed Boys & Girls Book
Club, Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. on June 30,
and July 14
3rd-5th Grade Guys Read Book Club,
Mondays at 3:00 p.m. on June 27, July 11,
and July 25
3rd-5th Grade Girls Book Club, Tuesdays
at 2:00 p.m. on June 21, July 12, and July
26
Shakopee – (952) 233-9590
“Shields & Spells” 3rd-5th Grade Mixed
Boys & Girls Book Club, Thursdays at
2:00 p.m. on June 23 and July 7
PERFORMERS, PROGRAMS
and PARTIES:
All programs are best for kids K – 5th
grade unless indicated as “All Ages
Welcome”
Monday, June 13
Summer Reading Program begins! Sign
up anytime today or after to earn fun
prizes just by reading library materials!
Summer Reading Kickoff – Duke
Addicks, Living Historical Storytelling
Legend. Duke shares two true stories
from Minnesota History – Conch
Medicine Woman and The Eagle Catcher.
Jordan, 3 p.m.
Tuesday, June 14
Summer Reading Kickoff – Alan
Johnson, Comedy Juggler
Extraordinaire. Alan takes the audience
on a whirlwind tour of circus skills in this
unique blend of comedy and juggling. All
ages welcome. Belle Plaine, 4:00 p.m.
Summer Reading Kickoff – Minnesota
Percussion Trio, Click, Clack, Clunk
Everyday objects like buckets, spoons, tin
cans, and paper make music in this “found
percussion” program performed by the
well-known musicians from MacPhail
Center for Music. New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Scott County Historical Society –
Crime-Solving for Kids
Learn and experiment with how law
enforcement solves crimes, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15
Summer Reading Kickoff – Heart of the
Beast Puppet Theatre, On the Day You
Were Born. Based on Debra Frasier’s
award-winning picture book, puppeteers
open trick boxes on a miniature stage to
celebrate the natural miracles of the earth.
All ages. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 16
Summer Reading Kickoff – Youth
Performance Company, Paul Bunyan
and other Minne-Tales. A whirligig of
fables from the Northstar State, starring
not only Paul Bunyan and Babe, but also
Pilly Flapjack and the Minnesota
Mosquito! All ages welcome. Prior Lake,
10:30 a.m.
Summer Reading Kickoff – Heart of the
Beast Puppet Theatre, Coyote Stories.
Laugh at puppet tales of Coyote, the
trickster and hero from Aztec Mexico and
American Indian Great Plains traditional
stories. All ages. Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

All of the above programs are funded by
the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
Creative Writing Workshop. Spark your
creative energies and start writing your
own imaginative stories! For elementary
age kids grades 3-5. Sponsored by the
Belle Plaine FOL. Registration is required
and begins Thursday, June 2. Belle Plaine,
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Pajama Storytime. Wear your jammies
and bring your teddies for stories, fun,
cookies, and milk! All ages welcome.
Savage 6:30 p.m.
Monday, June 20
Magician Star Michaelina. Star
combines high energy magic, slapstick
comedy and audience interaction in a
fantastic show inspired by favorite books!
Sponsored by the Prior Lake FOL. All
ages welcome. Prior Lake, 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 21
Creative Writing Workshop. Spark your
creative energies and start writing your
own imaginative stories! For elementary
age kids grades 3-5. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
Registration is required and begins
Thursday, June 2. New Prague, 10:00
a.m.- noon.
Scott County Historical Society – Paper

Airplanes. Make a paper airplane and
learn about airplanes in World War II.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 22
Scott County Historical Society – Paper
Airplanes. Make a paper airplane and
learn about airplanes in World War II.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Magic Tree House Party. Activities,
snacks, and crafts based on the adventures
of Jack and Annie in the popular Magic
Tree House series. Belle Plaine, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 23
Birthday Cake in a Box! Do something
special for a hungry kid! Bring a cake mix,
frosting, and candles (or a $5 donation) to
fill a cake box, then decorate the cake box
for a special birthday surprise. The filled
and decorated boxes will be delivered to
the CAP Agency Food Shelf. All ages.
Prior Lake, 11 a.m.
Abrakadoodle Hamtaro Drawing Program
Enjoy a fun story about Hamsters and
learn to draw Hamtaro, the famous
Japanese cartoon character. Sponsored by
the Savage FOL. Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Monday, June 27
Magic Tree House Party. Activities,
snacks and crafts based on the adventures
of Jack and Annie in the Magic Tree
House series. Elko New Market, 4:00 p.m.

Summer Reading Kickoff – Minnesota
Percussion Trio, Around the World
Travel on a whirlwind tour of the
percussion traditions found around the
world with this program performed by the
well-known musicians from MacPhail
Center for Music. Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 28
Scott County Historical Society Corn
Husk Dolls. Make dolls from real
cornhusks and experience first-hand toys
of colonial times, as taught to the settlers
by Native Americans. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Prior
Lake, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Scott County Historical Society –
Crime-Solving for Kids
Learn and experiment with how law
enforcement solves crimes. Jordan, 10:30
a.m.; New Prague, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 29
Alan Johnson, Comedy Juggler
Extraordinaire at the New Prague Pool
Enjoy this popular comedy juggling show
at the Bookawocky Pool Party at the New

Continued on next page
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Prague Pool! (Across Memorial Park from
the library — relocate to the library if
rained out.) Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome.
New Prague Pool, noon.
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Enjoy a fun story about a mouse
(Fredrick) and create a fun collage
featuring mice like Fredrick. Sponsored by
the Elko New Market FOL. All ages
welcome. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 4
RAD Zoo Program. Interactive,
informative presentation featuring a dozen
live reptiles and amphibians, including
frogs, turtles, lizards, snakes, and even a
small alligator. At the end, everyone will
have a chance to touch a reptile if they’d
like. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.; Savage, 1:303:30 p.m.

Tick-Tock, Beat the Clock!
If you like the TV show “Minute to Win
It,” you’ll love our fun challenges created
for you by our Summer Reading youth
volunteers. Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 30
Magic Tree House Party. Activities,
snacks and crafts based on the adventures
of Jack and Annie in the popular Magic
Tree House series. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, August 5
Annual Teddy Bear Picnic. Kids and
their families are invited to bring their
teddy bears and a picnic lunch to the west
lawn of the Prior Lake Library (inside the
library if rainy). Pick one of two
performances of the ever-popular Splatter
Sisters presenting “30 Books in 30
Minutes” in song and verse! All ages
welcome. Sponsored by the Prior Lake
FOL. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m. & Noon

39 Clues Party. Join in fun activities &
challenges to celebrate the August
publication of the 2nd series of the popular
39 Clues series for older elementary
readers! Jordan, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee,
1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 6
Science Explorers
Come join the Science Explorers for an
hour of fun, inspiring science projects.
Come for the whole hour or just drop in
and see what’s happening and stick around
for something explosive! Elko New
Market, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
39 Clues Party
Join in fun activities and challenges to
celebrate the August publication of the 2nd
series of the popular 39 Clues series for
older elementary readers! New Prague,
1:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 7
Make-a-Book. Join local artist Mary Jo
Pauly and create your own book. Jordan,
10:30 a.m.
Creative Day. Create, play, make
something to take home with you! Savage,
1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 9
Junie B. Jones Party. Activities, snacks
and crafts based on the humorous
adventures of Junie B. and her friends
from the series. Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.

Explorers for an hour of fun, inspiring
science projects. Come for the whole hour
or just drop in and see what’s happening
and stick around for something explosive!
Jordan, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Children’s Book Sale. Refresh your
summer book collection by shopping this
fantastic sale of used kids and teen books,
movies, and music! Sponsored by and
proceeds to the Prior Lake Library
Summer Youth Volunteers. Prior Lake,
11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Science Explorers. Come join the Science
Explorers for an hour of fun, inspiring
science projects. Come for the whole hour
or just drop in and see what’s happening
and — if you can — stick around for
something explosive! Belle Plaine, 1:302:30 p.m.; Shakopee, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

RAD Zoo Open House. Drop in on for
hands-on and entertaining information
featuring a dozen live reptiles and
amphibians, including frogs, turtles,
lizards, snakes, and even a small alligator.
Shakopee, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

39 Clues Party
Join in fun activities and challenges to
celebrate the August publication of the 2nd
series of the 39 Clues series for older
elementary readers! Prior Lake, 4 p.m.

Monday, July 18
Bruce the Bug Guy Open House. Drop
in for lively, hands-on information about
insects and related arthropods, with live
critters and other fun props for a close-up,
interactive experience. Prior Lake, 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 12
Dazzling Dave, National Yo-Yo Master
Enjoy Dave’s freakish tornado of whirling
tricks and tips that illuminate the growing
sport of professional yo-yo. Belle Plaine,
10:30 a.m.
Magic Tree House Party. Activities,
snacks and crafts based on the adventures
of Jack and Annie in the popular Magic
Tree House series. New Prague, 10:30
a.m.
Make-a-Book. Join local artist Mary Jo
Pauly and create your own book. Prior
Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Children’s Book
Sale. Refresh your
summer book
collection by
shopping this
fantastic sale of
used kids and teen
books, movies,
and music!
Sponsored by and proceeds to the Belle
Plaine Library Summer Youth Volunteers.
Belle Plaine, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Science Explorers. Come join the Science
Explorers for an hour of fun, inspiring
science projects. Come for the whole hour
or drop in and see what’s happening and
stick around for something explosive!
Savage, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 14
Science Explorers. Come join the Science

Bruce the Bug Guy Program. Lively,
hands-on program about insects and
related arthropods, with live critters and
other fun props for a close-up, interactive
program. Elko New Market, 2:30 p.m.
Critter Camp Check-in and Family
“Campfire” Storytime. You go to camp,
so why can’t your stuffed animal? Bring a
stuffed animal to the kickoff of “Critter
Camp,” where stuffed animals get to spend
two nights of adventures at the Jordan
Library. On Wednesday, pick up your
stuffed animal and a photo of them at
camp. Registration is required and begins
Thursday, June 30. Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 19
Schiffelly Puppets. The popular, Emmy
award-winning puppeteers bring a comical
and action-packed twist to the tale of “The
Little Mermaid.” All ages welcome. New
Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Critter Camp Check-in and Family
“Campfire” Storytime. You go to camp,
so why can’t your stuffed animal? Bring a
stuffed animal to the kickoff of “Critter
Camp,” where stuffed animals get to enjoy
a week of adventures at the Belle Plaine
Library. On Tuesday, July 26, pick up your
stuffed animal and a photo of them at
camp. Registration begins Tuesday, June
14. Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, July 21
Junie B. Jones Party. Activities, snacks,

and crafts based on the humorous
adventures of Junie B. and her friends
from the popular series. Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Annual Chess Tournament. Match your
skills against other chess fans and see who
comes out a winner! Belle Plaine, 2 p.m.
Pajama Storytime. Wear your jammies
and bring your teddies for stories, fun,
cookies, and milk! All ages welcome.
Savage, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, July 25
Junie B. Jones Party. Activities, snacks,
and crafts based on the humorous
adventures of Junie B. and her friends
from the popular series. Shakopee, 2:00
p.m.
Tuesday, July 26
39 Clues Party. Join in fun activities and
challenges to celebrate the August
publication of the 2nd series of the popular
39 Clues series for older elementary
readers! Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.; Savage
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 27
39 Clues Party. Join in fun activities and
challenges to celebrate the August
publication of the 2nd series of the popular
39 Clues series for older elementary
readers! Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
StoryClay Teller. Help local artist
Maureen Carlson create a story and a clay
character! All ages welcome. Prior Lake,
1:30 p.m.
Abrakadoodle Coil Pot Program. Learn
how to color mix and how to roll clay and
create baskets or bowls with Model
Magic. New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 28
Tick-Tock, Beat the Clock! If you like
the TV show “Minute to Win It,” you’ll
love our fun challenges created for you by
our Summer Reading youth volunteers.
Belle Plaine, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 2
Abrakadoodle Leo Lionni Program.
Enjoy a fun story about a mouse
(Fredrick) and create a fun collage
featuring mice like Fredrick. All ages
welcome. Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.
Magician Matt Dunn
Fast-paced, interactive magic show with a
humorous touch! Sponsored by the Prior
Lake FOL. All ages welcome. Prior Lake,
4 p.m.
Wednesday, August 3
Abrakadoodle Leo Lionni Program.

Tick-Tock, Beat the Clock! If you like
the TV show “Minute to Win It,” you’ll
love our fun challenges created for you by
our Summer Reading youth volunteers.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 10
Abrakadoodle Leo Lionni Program.
Enjoy a fun story about a mouse
(Fredrick) and create a fun collage
featuring mice like Fredrick. Sponsored by
Canterbury Park. All ages welcome.
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Magic Tree House Party. Activities,
snacks and crafts based on the adventures
of Jack & Annie in the popular Magic Tree
House series. Prior Lake, 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 11
StoryClay Teller. Help local artist
Maureen Carlson create a story and a clay
character! All ages welcome. Jordan,
10:30 a.m.
Friday, August 12
StoryClay Teller. Help local artist
Maureen Carlson create a story and a clay
character! All ages welcome. Belle Plaine,
10:30 a.m.
Saturday, August 13
Last day of Summer Reading Program.
– be sure to pick up prizes on or before
this date! (August 11 in Jordan, August 12
in Belle Plaine and Elko New Market)
Tuesday, August 16
End of Summer
Reading Party. All
ages welcome.
Sponsored by the
State Bank of New
Prague and the New
Prague FOL. New
Prague, 1-3 p.m.
TEEN BOOKAWOCKY SUMMER
READING EVENTS
Leave your little brothers and sisters at
home, these events are just for teen
summer reading participants and their
friends! You can come to events at any
location, not just the library where you
pick up prizes. Registration is strongly
recommended, so call or visit the library
where the events are held to sign up.
Belle Plaine – (952) 873-6767
Teen Mixed Guys and Girls Book Club
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on June 15, June
29, July 20, and August 3
Decorated Papers Paint-a-Wocky. Make
your own spectacular marbled papers and
take them home after they’ve dried!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Tues., June 28, 1:30 p.m.

SUMMER READING to Page 14
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Local farmers’ markets
offer seasonal foods, crafts

2011 Summer Festivals
abound in Scott County

What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce?
Celebrate summer by visiting one or
more of the great local farmers’ markets
right here in our own community.
Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
Saturdays until November;
8 a.m. to noon.
The ninth season of the Prior Lake
Farmers’ Market began on May 7. Live
music is provided almost every weekend, and breakfast is cooked right on
site. There are many more new and returning vendors this year, including
Master Gardeners every week to help
with gardening questions. Located on
Main Street between Highway 13 and
CR 21. For more information, please
contact Karla Haugen at (952) 447-0263
or Khaugen@hotmail.com.
New Prague Farmers’ Market
May 14 – October
The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon,
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. [starting
in mid-June]) is proud to provide fresh,
locally grown, high quality produce. A
variety of vegetables and fruits are available in season, and started plants – such
as tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, et cetera
– as well as fruit trees and perennials
are available in the spring.
Scrumptious baked goods, jellies
and jams, honey, and other foods are
available all season long. A limited number of crafts (such as lawn ornaments,
embroidery, beeswax candles, soaps,
and woodcrafts) are also featured. The
New Prague Farmers’ Market is held in
the parking lot of the Community Baptist Church at 500 County Road 37 in
New Prague. For more information, contact Jim Slinkard at (952) 758-3717.
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through October)
Located on the grounds outside the
Hooper-Bowler-Hillstrom Historical
House (adjacent to North Park, a.k.a.
Court Square), the Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features hardy perennials,
delicious produce, and even periodic
visits from Master Gardeners. The market is held on Wednesdays from 4:00 to
7:00 p.m. Most evenings, local nonprofit groups provide meals for purchase

Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivals, get acquainted
with other Scott County residents, and spend time with old friends. Below is
a schedule of some of the upcoming local events in and around your community. Please contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at
(952) 496-8780 if you would like to have your organization’s activities or
special events highlighted in next year’s summer events issue. And be sure to
check your local papers and community websites for further details – happy
summer!

Fresh aspargus was featured at the
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market.

Sunday, June 21--Chicken Cookout, St. Nicholas Catholic Church, New
Market.
June 23-26--Dan Patch Days in Savage, including fireworks at dusk
Saturday.
June 25--Jordan Pork in the Park; Jordan Valley Bike Tour; Jordan Art
Festival.
June 24-26--Elko New Market Fire/Rescue Days, including a dance Friday
night. Community Parade at 1 p.m. Saturday, followed by games, food and
fun at Wagner Park. Sunday morning Lions’ pancake breakfast at Wagner
Park.
Sunday, July 3--Fireworks at Falcon Ridge Elementary School.
Monday, July 4--Fireworks over Prior Lake.
Saturday, July 16--Lakefront Jazz and Blues Festival in Prior Lake.
July 15-17--Bar-B-Q Days in Belle Plaine, including a Grande Day Parade
at noon on Saturday and fireworks Sunday evening.
Sunday, July 24--Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Cedar
Lake Township.
July 27-31--Scott County Fair (see page 1 article).
July 30-31--Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring old-tyme German
music and German and Mexican food Saturday evening and Sunday.
August 3-7--Derby Days in Shakopee, fireworks on Saturday evening and
parade on Sunday at 1:30.
August 4-6--Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including a parade on Saturday
at 1:30 p.m. and fireworks Saturday evening. Outdoor movies at The
Bandshell in Lakefront Park Saturday night.
August 5-7--48th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas Engine Festival.
August 13-14--Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague.
August 19-21--Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Wacipi or Pow
Wow.
August 20--Scott County’s Largest Bean Bag Tournament, Lagoon Park,
Jordan. Sunday, August 21--Parish Festival at Church of St. Mary of the
Purification in Marystown.
September 9-10--Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; car cruise and street
dance Friday evening downtown Jordan; parade at 11 a.m. Saturday and
fireworks at 9 p.m. Saturday
Sunday, September 11--Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle
Plaine
September 16-17--Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise Friday.
evening and parade at noon Saturday.
Sunday, September 17-18--St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Fall
Festival in Jordan.
Thursdays, June – August from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m., Chamber Market at
Lakefront Park in Prior Lake including food, shopping, pampering, and free
music each week. Visit www.priorlakechamber.com and go to “events” and
select “Chamber Market” for further information.

in the pavilion in the park. For more
information, please contact Lisa Fahey
at (952) 873-5665, Diane Skelley at
(952) 873-2467, or e-mail to
belleplainemarket@hotmail.com. You
can also find more information by
checking out “Belle Plaine Farmers
Market” on Facebook!
Savage Farmers’ Market
Sundays, June 19 – October 30;
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets. In addition to their flagship market in downtown Saint Paul, the
Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets run 19 satellite markets throughout the metropolitan area – one right in the heart of Savage! Located at 123rd Street at Highway
13, the Savage Market staff can be
reached at (651) 227-8101 or via e-mail
to info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.
Lydia Farmers’ Market
Saturdays, June 25 – October 29; 9
a.m. to noon.
Located at Highway 13 and County
Road 10 at the Zion United Methodist
Church. Offers fresh vegetables, home
canning, woodwork, farm fresh eggs,
and baked goods. Vendors are
welcome. Contact Kyle Shutrop at
(612) 282-9828 with questions.
Mdewakanton Wozupi Farmers’
Market; Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Located in the Mazopiya parking
lot, the Mdewakanton Wozupi features
organic produce from the tribal
garden. For more information call
(952) 233-9140.
Please contact Lisa Kohner at (952)
496-8780 or via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us to include
other farmers’ markets in Scott County
in an upcoming issue of the SCENE!

For locally grown food, check
out Minnesota Grown directory
The Minnesota Grown program is a
statewide partnership between the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and
Minnesota producers of specialty crops
and livestock. It was created over 20
years ago by specialty crop growers to
differentiate their produce from competitors produce from thousands of
miles away.
The new 2011 Minnesota Grown
directories are now available free of
charge from the Minnesota Department
of Agriculture and the Scott County University of Minnesota Extension office.
This year’s publication has over 1,100
listings, including farmers’ markets;
CSA farms; garden centers; wineries;
fruit and vegetable growers; pick-yourown farms; livestock producers; meat
processors; Christmas tree growers; and
producers of honey, wild rice, maple
syrup, cheese, and gourmet products.
The directory is also distributed
through travel information centers, libraries, chambers of commerce, Explore

Minnesota
tourism,
member producers’ farms,
and at special
events like the
State Fair and
the Living
Green Expo.
T h e
Minnesota Grown program is proud of
its ability to work together with producers, producer associations, non-profit organizations, and others who share the
vision of increased market opportunities
for local products.You can search the
Minnesota Grown directory online by
going to: http://www.mda.state.mn.us/
MNGROWN/ .
For more information on University
of Minnesota Extension programs or to
obtain a 2011 Minnesota Grown directory, please contact the Scott County
Extension office at (952) 492-5410 or
via e-mail at torb0022@umn.edu.

Meet a Master Gardener
Now in its second year, the “Meet a Master Gardener” series includes free,
informal outdoor sessions on a variety of gardening topics. Each session runs
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., and will be held at the Teaching Garden on the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan, weather permitting.
Scheduled summer events include:
•
June 16 – Growing and Using Culinary Herbs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

June 23 – Top Ten Best Low-Maintenance Gardening Ideas
June 30 – Growing Berries
July 7 – Rhizomes (Iris, Daylilies, Peonies)
July 14 – Zone 4 Hardiness
July 21 – Perennial Maintenance
July 28 – Garden Tours during the Scott County Fair
August 4 – Butterflies and Bees: A Pollinator-Friendly Landscape
August 11 – Freezing the Bounty
August 18 – Exploring Unusual Vegetables

This free series continues into September. For a brochure or to register in
advance, call (952) 492-5410 or e-mail smith515@umn.edu.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

Three Rivers Park District owns and operates Cleary Lake Regional Park and Murphy-Hanrehan Park
Reserve in Scott County. Although Scott County has historically contributed funding towards operating
these parks, the County Board launched its own regional park efforts in 2004 and now owns Spring
Lake, Doyle-Kenneﬁck, and Cedar Lake Farm regional parks, as well as the Scott West Regional Trail.
Under the joint powers agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District will combine resources to
collectively operate all regional parks and trails in the county.
So what does this partnership mean for residents of Scott County? Here are a few examples of
the beneﬁts:
Common identity and “one-stop shopping” for all regional parks in Scott County: Want to check
availability of picnic shelters at Cleary Lake and Cedar Lake Farm? Picnic reservations for all parks will be
centralized at Three Rivers (call 763.559.6700). We will continue to use the Scott County SCENE to help
keep you informed on regional park and trail opportunities in Scott County.
New outdoor recreation opportunities: Three Rivers’ extensive outdoor recreation programming staff
will begin offering new opportunities in Scott County, including programs at Cedar Lake Farm. Check out
page 12 for programs this summer in Scott County.
Shared expertise/shared resources: While Three Rivers has extensive experience in park operations
and natural resources management, Scott County brings its collaborative approach to the partnership
and adds its existing resource network including SCALE, project funding through the Scott WMO, and an
extensive equipment-sharing agreement with the cities in Scott County.

Scott County and Three Rivers Park District Join Forces
If you’re noticing some changes at Scott County parks, you’re not imagining things. Local leaders hope
the change leads to continued growth of park offerings.
In December 2010, Scott County Board of Commissioners and the Three Rivers Board of Commissioners
entered into a joint powers agreement to collaborate on regional park and trail services for the residents
of Scott County. While Scott County and Three Rivers Park District have worked together in the past, this
new agreement outlines a vision for creating efﬁciencies that will lead to the continued development of
outdoor recreation opportunities for the residents of Scott County and the region.

Continued development of parks and trails with the same level of resources: One of the primary
goals of the partnership is to continue development of Scott County’s regional parks and trails system
with the same level of resources. This can be accomplished only by creating efﬁciencies and making
strategic partnership decisions about what services to offer where.
Continued ownership and ﬁnal decision making: Both Three Rivers and Scott County will continue
to own and retain ﬁnal decision-making authority for their respective facilities while working
collaboratively together.
We are just beginning to implement the partnership, so more details will come in the future. In the
mean-time, if you have questions or suggestions, please contact Mark Themig, Scott County Parks
Program Manager, at 952.496.8783 or mthemig@co.scott.mn.us.

parks

Close-to-Home
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
Beyond Regional Parks and Trails
Scott County is fortunate to have local, state and national
outdoor recreation facilities located right here, close
to home!

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071, Phone: 952.758.5253
Hours: 9am – Sunset, May 13 to September 18
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, the former Cedar
Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been converted into Scott County’s
newest regional park. Family and group picnicking, catered events, swimming,
and ﬁshing are all possible at this picturesque site.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round recreation
spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails and more,
this beautiful park has something for everyone.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott
County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This
is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and
a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park
reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated
an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

The Landing

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
These 14,000-acres are only one of a handful of urban
national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place where
coyotes, bald eagles, badgers, and beavers live next door
to 3 million people. GXTHPWt 952.854.5900.
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
Residents of Scott County can enjoy hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, horseback riding, mountain biking,
snowmobiling and rustic camping at this close-to-home
State Recreation Area. In addition, the Minnesota Valley
State Trail, which begins at the Bloomington Ferry Bridge
in Shakopee, winds through the area. The landscapes are
just as diverse as the trail system and include wetlands,
ﬂoodplain forest and bluff-top oak savanna. Wildlife
observation and bird watching are popular activities yearround. EOSTUBUFNOVTt 952.492.6400.
Ney Nature Center
While technically just across the border in Le Sueur County,
the 446-acre Ney Nature Center is located west of Hwy
169 on Hwy 19 toward Henderson. Some may recall the
news story about the discovery of a large population of
deformed frogs – that discovery happened here! A parks
program partner, the Ney Nature Center offers hiking,
bird watching, cross-country skiing, and environmental
education programs. For more information visit
OFZDFOUFSPSHt 507.248.3474.

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Summer Saturdays: June 5 – Aug. 28 (except Aug. 7), 10 AM to 5 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history happening right
before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in Minnesota, a time when settlers
were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours, educational events, group events and weddings.
On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays. Kids also love playing house in 1880s
style at the Martinson House.

Picnic Reservations - Now One Call!
Looking to have a family reunion or group picnic at one of Scott County’s regional parks? Reserving your space just
got easier with the Scott County-Three Rivers partnership! Staff will help answer questions about the facilities and
provide you with information on catering and other activities that are available. 763.559.6700

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

Your One Stop for Active Living Resources
Scott County’s new active-living information portal
is now online! Visit GoScottGo.org for active living
events, resources, and a fully interactive trail and
park map for both Scott and Carver counties.
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Ś
Ś
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summer camps
CLEARY LAKE REGIONAL PARK
X GO CAMP (GOLF & OUTDOORS)
Spend half the day adventuring in the great outdoors! Explore
Cleary Lake by canoe and paddleboat. Learn outdoor skills
such as archery, geocaching, ﬁshing, survival skills, climbing a
25-foot rock wall and more. $120.
AGES: 8-12
June 13-17 – Monday-Friday – 1-4 PM #324610-01
June 27-July 1 – Monday-Friday – 1-4 PM #324610-03
July 18-22 – Monday-Friday – 1-4 PM #324610-05
August 1-5 – Monday-Friday – 1-4 PM #324610-07
AGES: 11-15
June 27-July 1 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-Noon #324610-02
July 18-22 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-Noon #324610-04
August 1-5 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-Noon #324610-06

X BEGINNER ARCHERY CAMP
Learn the proper safety and shooting techniques as
established by NASP. This camp is designed for the beginner
archer. Participants will learn to shoot compound bows. Shoot
every day and compete with your fellow campers in games.
Equipment is provided. $280. Ages: 8-12.
June 20-24 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-4 PM #324610-12

X SURVIVAL CAMP
Make your own survival journal and practice your skills outside
every day by building ﬁre from ﬂint and steel, building several
different types of shelters, ﬁshing, archery, identifying wild
edibles, and tracking animals. Test your navigation skills buy
building a simple compass and then competing in a treasure
hunt with a GPS unit. $280. Ages: 8-12.
July 11-15 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-4 PM #324610-11
SURVIVAL CAMP FOR GIRLS
Ages: 10-15.
August 15-19 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-4 PM #324610-19

X ADVANCED ARCHERY AND

TRACKING SKILLS CAMP
Discover the relationship between archery and the natural
world. Strengthen your shooting techniques as established by
NASP. Shoot every day and compete with your fellow campers
in games. Explore the outdoors, learning the art of animal
tracking looking for signs of wildlife. Equipment is provided.
$280. Ages: 8-11.
July 25-29 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-4 PM #324610-18

Outdoor Recreation
X FISH CAMP
Fish every day! Learn to tie knots, identify Minnesota ﬁsh,
make pop-can ﬁshing reels, lures and ﬁsh print T-shirts.
Campers will also play ﬁsh games, do water quality studies
and more. Get your child hooked on ﬁshing through this
camp! $280. Ages: 7-12.
August 22-26 – Monday-Friday – 9 AM-4 PM #324610-16

THE LANDING
X CIVIL WAR CAMP
Go from civilian to soldier in the 5th Minnesota Infantry and
relive the Civil War. Activities include: 19th century baseball,
rope making, one-room school, military drills, marching and
camp life. Learn about Minnesota’s role in the Civil War and
participate in a simulated skirmish. Recruits may be male or
female. $150. Ages: 9-12.
June 14-16 - Tuesday-Thursday – 9:30 AM-3:30 PM
#338410-06
NOTE: The Build A Camp is offered as a series. Sign up for
more than one and save on your registration! Must call for
discount.

X BUILD A CAMP: ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE
Help out with chores around the farm before heading off to
class at our one-room schoolhouse. Take lessons on a slate
board and make your own quill pen. Play with 19th-century
toys and visit the village of Eagle Creek. $35. Ages: 6-12.
June 28 – Tuesday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-01
July 19 – Tuesday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-02

X BUILD A CAMP: VICTORIAN TEA PARTY

X LITTLE HOUSE ON THE RIVER CAMP
Experience log-cabin life in the big woods, just like Laura!
Help with chores around the farm and garden, cook on
a wood-burning stove, and attend school in a one-room
schoolhouse. We will plan a visit to the General Store, explore
the outdoors and, of course, play lots of old-fashioned games!
Dress as a pioneer or come as you are, but plan for lots of fun
in this camp! $150. Ages: 6-12.
July 12-14 – Tuesday-Thursday – 9:30 AM-3:30 PM
#338410-22
August 16-18 – Tuesday-Thursday – 9:30 AM-3:30 PM
#338410-23

X LOG CABIN LIFE: INTERMEDIATE CAMP
Immerse yourself in the life of a pioneer! Expand your ability
to identify plants in the forest and track animals. Use a bow
and arrow and start a ﬁre to cook your food. Learn how
to tie intricate knots and build shelters. Help with chores
around the cabin, work in the garden, and visit the one-room
schoolhouse. Show your skills to your parents on the last day
of camp!. $150. Ages: 9-12.
July 27-29 – Tuesday-Thursday – 10 AM-4 PM #338410-16

X TOM SAWYER CAMP
Spend the day re-living the life and times of Tom Sawyer, Huck
Finn and Becky Thatcher growing up along the river. Recreate
some of their great adventures such as whitewashing the
fence, going to school, exploring the woods and river town,
ﬁshing in the river, and learning about river steamboats.
Dressing as Tom, Huck or Becky is heartily encouraged. $50.
Ages: 6-12.
August 3 – Wednesday – 9:30 AM-3:30 PM #338410-21

You’re invited to spend a day with us at our beautiful
Victorian house! Learn embroidery, parlor games and how to
communicate using only a fan! Join us for tea, dancing and a
game of croquet! $35. Ages: 6-12.
June 29 – Wednesday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-07
July 20 – Wednesday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-10
August 10 – Wednesday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-11

X BUILD A CAMP: KID VS. WILD
Explore the 19th-century wilderness as we discover what life
was like for the ﬁrst Minnesota settlers. Find the perfect spot
to build your shelter, start a ﬁre using ﬂint and steel, and set
out in search of food! We’ll ﬁsh the Minnesota River, practice
the art of animal tracking, and learn the do’s and don’ts of
wild edibles. $35. Ages: 6-12.
June 30 – Thursday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-18
July 21 – Thursday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-19
August 11 – Thursday – 9:30 AM-2 PM #338410-20

Cleary Lake Golf Course in Prior Lake
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event calendar
summer
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK
X FAMILY ARCHERY
Bring the family to discover a hidden talent and a beautiful
park! Learn the basics of handling a compound bow, range
safety, and proper N.A.S.P. shooting techniques. All equipment
is provided. Reservations required by phone only. $7. Ages: 8+.
July 17 – Sunday – 1-3 PM #327711-00

X ANTIQUE TRACTOR SHOW
The Credit River Antique Tractor Club is hosting their 2011
show at Cedar Lake Farm this summer. The all-volunteer club
is dedicated to the restoration and preservation of antique
farm equipment and implements, with a purpose of keeping
valuable farming heritage alive. The Show features a huge
assortment of antique tractors, farm equipment displays, hit &
miss engines, and other articles of historical value. It’s all-day
fun with crafts, ﬂea market, swap meet, tractor parades, rope
making and foods, with free parking and admission. Anyone
who would like to bring an engine, antique tractor or farm
implement is welcome. www.crtractors.com. FREE.
July 29-31 – Friday-Sunday – 9AM-Sunset

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
X MURPHY MOUNTAIN BIKE SPRINT SERIES
Mountain bike on one of the Twin Cities’ most challenging
single-track courses. Series of four 10-mile time trials. Time
trial format, awards and door prizes each week. Registration
5:30 PM; start 6:30 PM. Helmets required. Co-sponsored by
Freewheel Bike. $10 pre-registration, $15 day-of registration,
and $35 for all four races. For pre-registration, please call.
Pre-registration end dates: July 22 (for July 27 race); July 29
(for August 3 race); August 5 (for August 10 race); August 12
(for August 17 race). Ages: 14+.
July 27, August 3, 10, 17 – Wednesdays – 5:30-6:30 PM
#323735-00-01-02-03

X MURPHY MENACE 50
Do you have the endurance and mental fortitude to battle
heat, bugs, and 50 miles of mountain bike racing? This
race consists of ﬁve loops on one of the Twin Cities’ most
challenging single-track courses. Co-sponsored by Freewheel
Bike. Registration begins at 7:30 AM; race start 8:30 AM.
Helmets required for all racers. $40 Preregistration, $50 Day-of
registration; to preregister, call by August 19. Ages: 18+.
August 27 – Saturday – 8:30 AM-3 PM #323735-05

X INDEPENDENCE DAY 1889
Celebrate America’s birthday with the settlers of Eagle Creek.
Experience festivities of 1889 by marching in a parade, playing
croquet, throwing horseshoes, churning ice cream, riding the
horse-drawn trolleys, and more. Watch an 1860s “base ball”
match. See live raptors. Food available for purchase.
$5 ages 18-64; $3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Under 2 free.
July 4 - Monday – 10 AM-5 PM

X WALK WHEN THE MOON IS FULL: BAT MOON

THE LANDING
X LIVING HISTORY SATURDAYS
Experience the excitement and challenges of life along
the Minnesota River in the 1800s. Meet the residents of
Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help them with their daily
chores, attend school, and participate in 1800s era craft
demonstrations. Play games and enjoy a ride on a trolley
pulled by Percheron draft horses. Many buildings open for
touring. Food available for purchase. $5 ages 18-64;
$3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Under 2 free.
June 4-August 27 – Saturdays – 10 AM-5 PM
July 3 – Sunday – Noon-5 PM

X $3 TOUR DAYS
Take a guided tour. Enter through the Visitor Center. Walking
distance is 1.5 miles round trip. Sunday tours at 12:30, 1:30,
2:30 and 3:30 PM. Weekday tours at 11 AM, 1 PM and 3 PM.
$3 ages 2+. Under 2 free.
June 5, 12, 26 – Sundays – Noon-5 PM
July 10, 17, 24 – Sundays – Noon-5 PM
August 7, 14, 21, 28 – Sundays – Noon-5 PM
June 6-August 26 – Weekdays – 10 AM-5 PM

X PA AND MA DAY
Treat your Pa and Ma to a day of old-fashioned frontier fun.
Enjoy a 1860s base ball game. Challenge Pa to a game of
horseshoes or visit the dressmaker with Ma. Dance to live
music with Pa and Ma. Ride on a trolley pulled by Percheron
draft horses. Food available for purchase. Dads and Moms get
in free with one paid admission. $5 ages 18-64; $3 ages 2-17
and seniors. Under 2 free.
June 19 – Sunday – Noon-5 PM

Enjoy a full moon hike through the forest and ﬁeld. Search for
bats out looking for their insect meal. Learn fun facts about
bats and try a bat detector. $5. Ages: 6+.
July 15 – Friday – 8-9:30 PM

X WILD WEST SHOW
Experience the excitement and challenges of life along the
Minnesota River in the 1800s. Watch a travelling troupe
perform scenes from the Old West. Meet the residents of
Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help them with their daily
chores, attend school, and participate in 1800s era craft
demonstrations and games. Enjoy a ride on a trolley pulled by
Percheron draft horses. Food available for purchase.
$5 ages 18-64; $3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Under 2 free.
July 31 – Sunday – Noon-5 PM

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
t5hreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–5 PM, Sat. – Sun. 8:30 AM–12:30 PM
Please have eight-digit reservation code and payment
method available. Programs without an eight-digit code
do not require reservations.
Summer Camp Registration
Reservation, pre-payment and health waiver required at
least two weeks in advance of camp starting date.
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the basis of ﬁnancial need
and funds available. Call for details.
Accessibility Information
Call 763.559.6719 (TTY) or 763.559.6707 (Voice).

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Desperate times lead to desperate measures
Last year, I wrote an article on the “true price” of things in which I discussed
the hidden costs for our continued reliance on fossil fuels. I just finished reading
the book I mentioned in my last column, The Storms of My Grandchildren by Dr.
James Hansen (available in Scott County libraries). He dedicated his book to his
three grandchildren – in fact, all of the world’s grandchildren. Dr. Hansen has
been head of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies since 1981, and a Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences at Columbia University. He was one
of the first recognized authorities to address Congress on the issue of climate change
back on June 23, 1988. Exactly 20 years later on June 23, 2008, he addressed
Congress again — this time with a more desperate message, noting that time was
running out for effective action to halt runaway climate change that would have
catastrophic impacts on the future of our planet. Dr. Hansen is now 70 years old
and recovering from cancer surgery, but is still devoted to his message and efforts
to head off what he (and the majority of climate experts in the world) believe is a
bleak future for the planet.
In my last column, I wrote about being prepared. I noted that to be prepared
for climate change, one needs an understanding of its causes and likely impacts.
Previously, I’ve suggested sources for people to start, but there is so much information available one only needs to go to the library or the internet. (I recommend
that you focus your search on information from legitimate state and national government agencies and from known universities. There is a lot of misinformation
about global warming being circulated by less than credible sources with questionable motives.)
To be certain, progress is being made — but I’m sure Dr. Hansen would agree
that it has been frustratingly slow and often underwhelming. Further, the progress
seen around the country is spotty: states located on the east and west coasts (that
will see devastating impacts from rising oceans and more violent weather) are
leading the way. Minnesota, too, has been a leader in this regard; and our environmental efforts in Scott County appear to have strong support. More people are
disposing of their unwanted household hazardous chemicals at our Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility every year. More people and businesses are
recycling. Many people are reducing their energy consumption by insulating their
homes, and some are even installing more energy-efficient heating and cooling
systems. There is also a growing interest in solar panels, and some local builders
are being trained so they can begin installing them for customers. I’m seeing many
more energy-efficient cars on the road. And I know the future of my big van is
limited, so I’ve stopped patching up the rust holes and I’ve begun driving it less
and less. I can’t change the amount of gas it consumes per mile driven, but I can
reduce the number of miles I drive it. Hopefully, my next vehicle will be electric!
In addition to reducing our carbon footprint, what else do we need to do?
Unfortunately, the already-accumulated amount of CO2 in the atmosphere will
stay there for the next hundred years – contributing to increasingly violent storms,
rising oceans, flooding in some areas, long hot dry spells in others. So, we need to
adapt to changing times. There are methods and materials, for example, that make
homes more wind resistant. Other ways to prepare include adaptations to help deal
with more intense storms. Last fall, I installed new, larger, specially-designed gutters and downspouts that won’t get plugged, and so won’t result in excess water
around my house that could overwhelm my footing drain system. I also installed
more wind-resistant shingles on my roof, and increased the soffit ventilation to
keep my attic cooler. I’ve converted all of our lighting to lower-energy compact
fluorescents and added more insulation to reduce heat loss.
But is all of this coming too late? I certainly hope not. I’d like to take the
optimistic view that we still have time to take effective action to reduce greenhouse
gases. But we must also be realistic about the current situation by acting as well as
planning.

County to update Solid
Waste Master Plan
On April 6, the Commissioner of the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) approved the Metropolitan
Solid Waste Management Policy Plan
2010-2030, a blueprint that will guide
the update of Scott County’s Solid Waste
Master Plan (SWMP). The Policy Plan
can be viewed at www.pca.state.mn.us/
hqzq86a.
Minnesota statute requires that the
Plan be followed by all stakeholders in
the Twin Cities metropolitan area, including product manufacturers, all levels of government (including the MPCA
and Scott County, waste generators, and
the private sector waste industry). This
plan calls for a stronger regional approach in waste management, with an
emphasis on reducing landfilled waste
by increasing recycling, “organics recovery” (food waste), and resource recovery (“waste to energy”). Meeting the objectives of the Policy Plan will reduce

greenhouse gas emissions, support the
production of renewable energy, conserve natural resources, and reduce land
disposal. In addition, specific goals are
to be met by the year 2030; Scott County
is close to meeting the recycling goals,
but must change how the County’s waste
is managed in order to meet all goals.
Scott County has begun the process
of updating it’s SWMP. This process involves staff working in conjunction with
the County’s Solid Waste Advisory
Committee (SWAC). This committee
will complete the process of updating the
SWMP. Once the County’s plan is finished, the SWMP will be submitted to
the MPCA for approval and then brought
to the County Board for adoption. Once
approved, the County can begin the
implementation phase of the SWMP.
Look for updates of this process in
future editions of the SCENE.
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Building permits unlikely to
trigger septic inspection
In 1997, Scott County amended its
individual sewage treatment system ordinance to incorporate state-required
changes. One of those requirements was
for counties to establish procedures for
identifying and ordering upgrades for
failing septic systems in shoreland areas; another was that counties adopt the
state’s procedure for examining existing sewage systems to see if they met
certain criteria. This procedure is called
a “compliance inspection.” Only state
licensed inspectors can perform compliance inspections.
The County Commissioners recognized that, in an area with as many surface water features as Scott County, it
didn’t make sense to disregard failing
septic systems near smaller water features (which did not have shoreland classification), since they most likely
drained into larger water bodies which
were classified. The Commissioners
also understood that it is sometimes difficult to determine whether a portion of
a septic system is within the designated
distance from protected water or not.
Thus, ordinance provisions were
adopted that applied throughout the entire County and established criteria for
when compliance inspections should be
required. (There were several “triggering” options considered, but ultimately
the Board opted against requiring compliance inspections by a target date or
for property transfers due to the difficulties of enforcement.) In addition,
criteria were established to guide staff
in determining whether or not sufficient
data existed for an existing septic system to waive the requirement for the
expensive compliance inspection ($300
to $500 or more).
Since 1997, the quality of the data
used by staff to determine the need for
a compliance inspection has greatly improved. All the old building and septic
system permit files were computerized.

County Fair

The mapping tools developed in Scott
County depicting soils and geological
information are some of the best in the
nation. In addition, the Scott County
Surveyor and IT department have added
historical data — such as aerial photographs going back to 1957 (soon to include 1937) — so we can see how land
may have been used or disturbed in the
past, a critical concern for septic system
location. All this information has enabled staff to review requests for building permits and considerably reduce the
number that are required to obtain a
compliance inspection.
Last year, in fact, out of over 400
building permit applications that might
have triggered a compliance inspection,
only 13 were required to conduct a compliance inspection. Over half of these
property owners opted to sign a self-disclosure acknowledging that they had a
failing system and saved themselves the
cost of a compliance inspection. All 13
sysyems were found to be failing and
needed replacement. Even so, the time
required for replacement for most was
likely three to ten years unless they were
currently discharging to the surface, in
which case the state requires them to be
replaced within 10 months.
So, if you’re contemplating building a deck, installing a swimming pool,
or erecting another building on your lot,
don’t be afraid to check to see what implications that might have for your septic system. It costs nothing to collect all
of the facts, and there are no obligations
triggered by asking. If you build without a permit, however, you may be destroying the only option for locating a
replacement for an aging, failing septic
system. For more information, you can
view an informative slide (PowerPoint)
presentation on the County’s website at
www.co.scott.mn.us. Just type the
words “compliance inspection” into the
search box to find it.

From Page 1

Plan a summer day at the Scott
County Fair. Here is what your memorable day at the Fair could look like:
Start with a leisurely walk, appreciating the beauty of nature and learning
from the pros in the Master Gardeners
display garden.
Stroll through the commercial buildings and the 4-H and Open Class exhibits, learning about the opportunities and
talents right here in Scott County! Check
to see what award you received on your
famous secret family zucchini relish
recipe that you submitted for open class
competition. (Showcase your talents in
Open Class! Registration deadline is
July 15; check the fair website at
www.scottcountyfair.com.)
Grab a treat — perhaps French fries,
cheese curds, or a taco — and sit in the
gazebo listening to the free musical entertainment of the day. Keep your eyes
open for traveling clowns or musicians.
Visit your favorite animals and use
your senses to see, touch, hear, and smell
them! Choose one or many shows to
see, including the Draft Horse Competition, the Upper Midwest Stock Dog
Challenge, 4-H and Open Class animal
shows, Ranch Rodeo and Team Penning,
and much more. Don’t forget to catch
the Talent Show and the 4-H Arts Performance.
Cheer on your favorite team at the
Tug–of-War Challenge or your own children or grandchildren at the Children’s

Rob Edberg participated in one of the
rodeos at the Scott County Fair.

Pedal Tractor Pull.
Just for Kids... Thursday is Kid’s
Day at the Fair. Check out our website
for information on Kid’s Day specials,
and the Kid’s Coloring Contest.
Make your way to the midway to
try your luck at carnival games and perhaps go on a ride or two. Wristbands
will be available again for additional savings on rides! See the fair website at
www.scottcountyfair.com or call (952)
492-2436 for more information.
Don’t forget to plan on a grandstand
show, with many crowd pleasing options
to choose from, including the Autocross
Race; the Semi, Truck and Tractor Pull;
the Demolition Derby; and the Motorcycle Supercross.
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Permits required before
work is done near wetlands
Wetlands are landscapes in transition between water and land. Although
many are covered with water all year
long, some are not. However, most wetlands have three things in common: they
feature water-loving plants (such as cattails, sedges, and willows); they have
hydric soils or soils that are often wet;
and they have water at or near the surface of the ground.
Once thought to be a nuisance, wetlands are now better understood and
appreciated for their important role in
nature. Often described as “Earth’s kidneys,” wetlands filter pollutants from
water that flows through on its way to a
downstream lake, river, or stream. As
water flows through a wetland, it slows
— and many of the suspended solids
become trapped by vegetation and settle
out. Other pollutants are taken up by
plants or become inactive via chemical
processes that occur in the wetlands.
Wetlands also provide food and critical
habitat for fish and wildlife and help
reduce the impacts of flooding by serving as temporary storage areas for excess runoff from rain water and spring
snowmelt. Statewide, Minnesota has
lost 50 percent of the wetlands that historically dotted the landscape. In Scott
County, the estimated loss is closer to

70 percent.
In 1991, the State Legislature
adopted the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) to stem the further
loss of these important resources. Landowners and contractors are responsible
for getting proper permits and approvals before working in a wetland. Common projects that may require a review
and approval are drainage tile installations, ditch construction, ditch maintenance, development of access roads, and
excavations of wildlife ponds.
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) across the state are responsible for assisting local residents
and units of government with implementing the WCA. At the Scott SWCD,
our primary goal is to help residents expedite the approval process, avoid delays in permitting and decrease the instances of unpermitted or non-compliant activities.
If you plan to work in or near a wetland within a rural area, please contact
our office at (952) 492-5425 to discuss
your proposed work. For tiling and
ditching projects, you may need to contact the USDA office to determine federal Farm Bill compliance. If you are
located within the municipal boundaries
of a city, contact your city hall.

Summer reading program
Continued from page 7
Mario Bros Gaming Tournament!
Fight your way to the top and win prizes –
bring your friends or come on your own
and we’ll match you up. Tuesday, July 19,
Middle School Bracket 1:30-2:30 p.m.;
High School Bracket 3-4 p.m.
Elko New Market – (952) 461-3460
Journal/Sketchbook Build-a-Wocky
Make your own journal or sketchbook and
decorate in your own unique style. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
Wednesday, June 22, 4:00 p.m.
Dinner and a Movie. Enjoy free pizza
and a great summer flick! Funded in part
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
Friday, July 22, 5:30 p.m.
Chocolate Extravaganza. Teens can
taste-test different chocolates, check your
chocolate IQ, and explore the history and
legend of chocolate! Friday, August 5,
5:30 p.m.
Jordan – (952) 492-2500
Creative Writing Workshop for Teens.
Spark your creative energies and start
writing your own imaginative stories!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Wed., June 22, 2-4 p.m.
“Pie Club” Teen Mixed Guys and Girls
Book Club. Mix it up with pies and
books! Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. on June 30
and July 21
Mario Bros Gaming Tournament! Fight
your way to the top and win prizes – bring
your friends or come alone and we’ll
match you up. Thurs., July 14, 1:30 p.m.
Big Screen Movie Event. Vote at the
library throughout the summer on which
movie based on a book you’d like to see!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Thursday, Aug. 4, 1:30 p.m.
New Prague – (952) 758-2391
Creative Writing Workshop for Teens.
Spark your creative energies and start
writing your own imaginative stories!
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Tuesday, June 21, 1-3 p.m.
Teen Tick-Tock, Beat the Clock! If you
like the TV show “Minute to Win It,”
you’ll love our fun 60-second challenges!

Wednesday, June 29, 6 p.m.
Dinner and a Movie. Enjoy free pizza
and a great summer flick! Funded in part
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
Wednesday, July 13, 6 p.m.
Prior Lake – (952) 447-3375
Teen Mixed Guys and Girls Book Club
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on June 29, July
13, July 27.
Introduction to Creating Graphic
Novels. Published graphic novelist Chad
Corrie will share how to merge drawing
and story-writing into a graphic novel.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Wed., June 22, 3-4:30 p.m.
Mario Bros Gaming Tournament!
Fight your way to the top and win prizes –
bring your friends or come on your own
and we’ll match you up. Monday, July 11,
Middle School Bracket 1:30-2:30 p.m.;
High School Bracket, 3-4 p.m.
Savage – (952) 707-1770
Decorated Papers Paint-a-Wocky
Make your own spectacular marbled
papers and take them home after they’ve
dried! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Monday, June 20, 1:30 p.m.
“Pie Club” Teen Mixed Guys and Girls
Book Club. Mix it up with pies and
books! Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on June 29,
July 13, and July 27.
Mario Bros Gaming Tournament! Fight
your way to the top and win prizes – bring
your friends or alone and we’ll match you
up. Wed., July 13 and Monday, July 18,
Middle School Bracket 1:30-2:30 p.m.;
High School Bracket 3-4 p.m.
gLee Party. Calling all gLeeks! Join us for
music, fun, and munchies, all celebrating
our favorite TV show – we promise, no
slushies will be dumped on anyone’s head!
Monday, August 1, 6 p.m.
Shakopee – (952) 233-9590
Introduction to Creating Graphic
Novels. Published graphic novelist Chad
Corrie will share how to merge drawing
and story-writing into a graphic novel.
Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. Mon., June 20, 3-4:30 p.m.

Wildlife food plots attract deer, turkeys, pheasants and waterfowl.

Free corn, sorghum
available for wildlife areas
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan and the
Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever are offering landowners free seed
for set-aside acres and the establishment
of food and cover areas for wildlife.
Pheasants Forever has supplied
Scott County with seed for more than
25 years. Corn and grain sorghum are
available this year to attract deer, turkeys,
pheasants and other waterfowl to acreage in Scott County.
There is no charge for the seed, but
landowners who participate in this program are asked to leave food or cover
plots in the fields over the winter of
2011-2012. The areas can then be harvested in the spring of 2012. Land that
has leased hunting rights is not eligible

for this program.
The seed is to be used for wildlife
habitat only, and there are no rights to
hunt on land where seed has been
planted. Whether or not the land is open
for hunting is up to individual landowners.
The available seed is top quality,
with better than 90 percent germination.
For food and cover plots, both corn and
grain sorghum should be planted at a rate
of 15 pounds per acre. Seed may be
picked up at the Scott SWCD office,
7151 190th Street West, Jordan. No individual food plots over five acres and
no more than two bags of seed will be
given to any customer, regardless of
acres. For further information, contact
Diane Hrabe at (952) 492-5425.

Tips help maintain young
trees, shrubs this summer
You’ve put your seedlings and
young shrubs in the ground. By following some simple recommendations, your
success rate on your young stock should
be high.
Maintaining your seedlings
• Make sure the roots stay
moist. Check them weekly, and water
by hand if Mother Nature is not providing sufficient rain.
• Once a plant has been successfully established, protect it from grazing, fire, insects, and disease by simply
installing a fence that keeps animals off
the root zone of the plant. (The root zone
is roughly equal to the distance from the
main stem or trunk to the farthest reaching branches.) To protect trees from
wildlife damage, place a cylinder of 1/4
inch mesh hardware cloth around the
trunk, leaving two to three inches between the wire and the trunk. Alternatively, use specially designed “tree
tubes” available from forestry supply
companies.
• Check periodically for signs
of insects or diseases attacking the
plants. If any signs are apparent, samples
of the damage or the fact that such a
condition exists can be brought to the
county forester, master gardener, or other
professional for advice.
• If plants are in danger of becoming smothered with competing grass or
brush, plans should be made at the time
of planting to control them. Prevent
weed competition early by using tree
mats. If weeds become a problem, you
may wish to cultivate the entire area or
use a spray. Selective herbicides have
been developed and may be used to control unwanted vegetation around the
plants. If heavy brush comes in after
planting, you may have to keep it cut

Keep newly planted seedlings
healthy.

back until the plants are well established,
but be careful not to damage the young
tree bark.
• After the plants have been
planted for a year or two, a survival
count should be made. If the survival
falls below 65 to 70 percent, consider
replanting where trees have died.
By following these simple tips, you
will enjoy the fruits of your labor with
healthy trees and shrubs that will offer
shade, fruit, or border benefits for years
to come.

Tree program
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan offers an
annual young tree and shrub sale each
year. If you would like to receive
2011-2012 program materials and order forms, send an email to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us or call (952)
492-5425. The tree program is complete for this season, but will be available again in early October 2012.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Use less water, conserve more, save money
Ah, the sounds of summer – kids
splashing, lawn mowers growling, sprinklers tinkling. As we enjoy our short
summer season in this Land of 10,000
Lakes, remember to do your part to conserve water and keep our lakes and rivers in good shape for boating, fishing,
and wildlife.
When you turn on your tap, water is
pumped from underground water resources to your faucet. The underground water resources also provide
water to our lakes and streams below the
ground surface. Even though we’re fortunate enough to live in an area with an
abundance of lakes, rivers, and streams,
it’s important to consider how you’re
using drinking water during the high

demands
of
summer.
Did
you
know that lawn
irrigation accounts for about
40 percent of
domestic water
use during the
summer months? Try these tips to cut
down on your water bill and conserve
our precious water resources.
Outside…
• Lawns need about one inch of
water per week. Water less by keeping
your lawn at least three inches in height.
• Make sure your sprinkler is watering the lawn and not the driveway or

Blue Thumb workshops
teach participants to
“plant for clean water”
The Scott Clean Water Education Program, with support from the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District, will provide Blue Thumb Workshops
to teach residents ways that native gardens, raingardens, and native plantings
along lakeshores can slow rain water runoff, anchor soil, provide wildlife habitat, and filter pollutants. The Blue Thumb “Planting for Clean Water” program
makes it easy for residents interested in doing their part to protect water quality
to plan, purchase and plant native gardens, raingardens and shorelines with
native plants.
Following the introductory Blue Thumb workshops, residents will have the
opportunity to receive help designing and creating raingardens and stabilizing
lakeshore with native plants. In addition, residents may receive a grant to help
offset the costs of creating beautiful gardens with native plants. Workshops
will be held the following dates and locations:
Tuesday, June 21
Tuesday, June 28
Tuesday, July 12
Thursday, July 14

6:15-8 p.m.
6:15-8 p.m.
6:15-8 p.m.
6:15-8 p.m.

Spring Lake Township Hall
Shakopee Public Library
McColl Pond ELC, Savage
Prior Lake City Hall

The introductory workshops are free, so contact Dan Miller with the Scott
Clean Water Education Program to register at (952) 492-5424 or
dmiller@co.scott.mn.us. For more information about raingardens, native gardens and lakeshore stabilization, visit www.BlueThumb.org.
The SCWEP is a partnership of 10 local government organizations in Scott County. The partnership includes: Credit
River Township, Jackson Township, City of Prior Lake, Prior
Lake – Spring Lake Watershed District, City of Savage, Scott
County, Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, Scott Watershed Management Organization, Spring Lake Township and
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization.

street. Water landing on hard surfaces
will pick up pollutants and carry them
to the nearest lake, river, or wetland.
• Water in the early morning to
keep it on the lawn and in the soil.
(Check your city sprinkling restrictions.)
• Install a rain sensor for your irrigation system so you don’t water the
lawn during rainstorms.
• Sweep rather than wash your
sidewalk and driveway.
• Grow native plants that can
withstand the dry summers in Minnesota. Turn some of your turf into a native garden — find out how at
www.BlueThumb.org.
• Wash your car on the lawn, or
take it to a commercial car wash.

Inside…
• Shut off the tap when brushing
your teeth and when soaping up in the
shower.
• Install a low-flow showerhead
that uses less than two gallons of water
per minute.
• Wash a full load in the clothes
washer and dishwasher to get the most
for your washing.
• Compost your vegetable and
fruit scraps rather than using the sink
garbage disposal.
• Wash fruit and vegetables in a
bowl of water rather than running the tap.
• Fix any leaky faucets or toilets.
You can save over 100 gallons of water
per week by doing so!

Proper lawn care helps
maintain clean water
As you head out this month to work
on your yard, remember what you put
on your lawn may end up in our lakes,
rivers and wetlands. Follow these lawn
care tips for clean water:
• Get a soil test done before applying lawn fertilizer this year. A soil test
will tell you the amount of nutrients already in the soil underneath the turfgrass.
Visit the U of Minnesota Soil Testing
website for more information on getting
a soil test performed:
http://
soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/index.htm or call
them at (612) 625-3101.
• Follow the law. It is against the
law to apply phosphorus fertilizer to
existing lawns. The middle number on
your fertilizer bag should read zero. Find
more information about the phosphorus
lawn
fertilizer
law
here:
www.mda.state.mn.us/phoslaw.
• Throw grass clippings back
onto your lawn and not in the street or
on your driveway when mowing. Grass
clippings contain phosphorus the plant
nutrient that turns our lakes green with
algae. Too much algae in our lakes and
rivers reduces habitat for fish and other
water organisms.
• Keep your lawn at three
inches in height. This will keep your
lawn healthier and stronger over the dry
periods of summer and will mean you
will save water.

Taking a soil test will tell you the
amount of nutrients already in the soil
underneath the turfgrass.

Maintaining a healthy lawn is one
step to help improve the quality of our
lakes, rivers, and wetlands. For more tips
on lawn care for clean water, visit
www.scottswcd.org/index_education2.
Dan Miller is Water Resource Education Coordinator for the Scott Clean
Water Education Program (SCWEP).

Demand for rain barrels results in second sale
Have you ever watched a river of rainwater stream
down your driveway into the neighboring lake or storm
sewer? Or even worse, have it seep into your basement? Collecting roof runoff in rain barrels is a good
solution to these problems, and it also helps alleviate
stressed water systems and conserve limited resources.
Although rain barrels have been around for thousands
of years, people are now encouraged more than ever
to use them as a way to protect our lakes and rivers
while saving money on water bills.
Due to overwhelming demand and a rainy (and
snowy!) spring, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan will hold a second rain
barrel sale. For those residents who didn’t purchase
barrels during the first sale in April, another opportunity to own a brown barrel-shaped rain catcher for your
home or business will be available.
What is a rain barrel?
A rain barrel is any type of container used to catch
water flowing from a downspout. Rain barrels reduce
the amount of excess stormwater by collecting roof
runoff and storing the rainwater for future use. They
catch stormwater from rooftops that would otherwise
flow into our lakes and rivers via storm sewers. The
rain barrel is placed underneath a shortened downspout,
diverting the roof runoff into the rain barrel. Placing it
on a sturdy platform will allow for more clearance
under the spigot. The rain barrel will also increase the

rate of flow if you are
attaching a hose to the
barrel’s spigot.
Collected rainwater may be stored for
later use to water your
lawn and gardens, as
well as for washing
windows and cars.
Rain barrel water is a
better source for watering house and garden plants than tap
water because it contains no chlorine.
What are the
benefits?
• Rain barrelgathered water is not
subject to community Rain barrels save ground
watering restrictions. water and money.
• Rain barrels
provide naturally soft water with no additives to irritate your plants.
• You can save money on your water bill.
• This conservation effort reduces water pollution in our rivers and lakes by reducing stormwater
run-off.

• You can save money on your sewage treatment bill by decreasing the amount of water going into
the sewer system.
Where do I get one?
Rain barrels are available from the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District in Jordan. The cost is $75
(including tax), and residents may order more than one
barrel during this sale. The barrels include all parts
and are ready to install and use. Rain barrel pickup
is scheduled from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, July 9, at
the Scott County Fairgrounds (7151 West 190th
Street), Jordan. All orders will include instructions
for placement and usage as well as benefits and suggestions for rain-barrel care. Cash or checks will be
accepted, and all orders must be pre-paid prior to
pickup. The deadline for ordering during this sale
is Friday, June 24. Order early because quantities are
limited.
For more information or order forms, please contact Diane Hrabe, Communications Specialist, Scott
SWCD, 7151 West 190th Street, Suite 125, Jordan MN
55352 or call (952) 492-5416. The 2011 order form is
available on the Scott SWCD website
www.scottswcd.org.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Shakopee:
Staying safe this summer
Keep your family and property safe this summer
by remembering these tips from the Shakopee Police
Department:
Safeguard your home and vehicle
Most auto break-ins and theft can be prevented by
making the vehicle harder to steal. Never leave the
vehicle running while unattended, etch the vehicle identification number on the window, and park with the
tires turned toward the curb. Cars are less appealing to
thieves when they are parked in a secure, well-lit area
or garage; the doors and windows are closed and
locked; valuables are not in sight; and they have an
alarm.
Make your home uninviting to thieves by locking
doors and windows when you’re gone or outside and
cannot watch the entrances; turning on outside lights
at night; and keeping the garage door closed even while
working in the yard. Don’t forget to bring in sporting
equipment, toys, tools, and other valuables at night.
Keep an eye on the kids
During summer, kids of all ages stay out later.
Parents are reminded that Shakopee and several other
local municipalities have curfews for minors younger
than 18. Minors aren’t allowed on city streets or in
public places during curfew hours (10:30 p.m. to 5
a.m. in Shakopee), unless they are with a parent or
guardian. Check your local ordinances for more information.
Additionally, Shakopee has a social host ordinance to help prevent underage drinking in private
residences. A resident will be held criminally responsible for hosting an event where it is known that underage consumption of alcohol will occur. The person
is also criminally responsible if he/she observes or is
alerted to underage drinking taking place at an event
in the residence and doesn’t take reasonable steps to
further prevent it.

From Prior Lake:
Prior Lake’s innovative water
reuse project to save
resources and environment
The City of Prior Lake’s Ponds Park Surface Water Reuse System is an innovative irrigation project
designed to save money and help protect natural resources.
The Scott Watershed Management Organization
(SWMO) awarded the City of Prior Lake a grant of
$31,993 for construction and initial study of a water
reuse system at the City’s Ponds Park Athletic Complex. The proposed system would disconnect the irrigation system for three of the 10 fields, reducing use
of the municipal water supply by around 900,000 gallons per year. In its place, a system would be created
to use nearby surface groundwater, and surface water
from a nearby wetland to irrigate the three fields. The
Ponds Park Athletic Complex has six lighted, heavilyused softball fields and four soccer fields.
Surface water reuse is a relatively new technology
for municipalities, but it is used extensively in the golf
course industry and overseas. The Ponds Park project
will be paired with a risk assessment process and grant
study to assist City staff in implementing the project
in a way that minimizes potential risks and quantifies
the environmental benefit. The study will include cost
and benefit analysis.
The grant project also includes innovative uses of
existing technology. The irrigation system will have a
peak pump rate dampening cistern and two different
filtered water sources. One of the filtered water sources
products comes from Midwest Floating Islands LLC.
Midwest Floating Islands has also offered to donate
75 percent of their product cost, a value of $3,930.
Staff will invite a variety of technical and regulatory
experts to sit on a technical advisory group that will
review the work on the project as the risk assessment
and benefit studies progress.
In 2009, more than three million gallons of irrigation water were used at Ponds Park alone. While irrigation is essential to maintain the turf level of service,
using the municipal water supply to irrigate fields has
potentially serious environmental and fiscal tradeoffs,
including: municipal water production and distribution system costs; pumping and treatment operation
costs; and drawdown of the groundwater aquifer. Using the municipal water supply for irrigation also presents similar water quality and quantity risks associated with urban development (with increased water and
pollutant loading flowing to downstream wetlands,
lakes, and rivers).
Runoff from the Ponds Park area and nearby neighborhoods flows into a chain of created stormwater
ponds and natural wetland, flowing to Cleary Lake

(which is impaired by excess nutrients), then on to the
sensitive Credit River system, and then on to the Minnesota River. While flowing to the Credit River, runoff from the Ponds Park and nearby neighborhoods
also flows into and through the City of Prior Lake
Wellhead protection area where pollutants associated
with runoff create risk to the water supply.
Source controls for the wide variety of urban pollutants that can cause risk to health, safety, property,
or the environment is often the best and cheapest way
to reduce risks, well informed operation of physical
infrastructure is also an important tool.

Free concerts will be held each Thursday evening
until August 25 at Lakefront Park in Prior Lake.

Free Concerts in the Park
The City of Prior Lake provides free music for the
entire family at Lakefront Park (5000 Kop Parkway)
every Thursday evening from June through August.
Concerts start at 7 p.m., but come early for the Chamber Market food vendors from 5 – 8 p.m. For more
information, call Lori at (952) 447-9823.
June 9: Bluedrifters (Blue Grass/Country)
June 16: Kids Dance sponsored by New Horizon
(DJ)
June 23: Celtic Cat & Prairie Dog (Celtic/early
American)
June 30: Monarch (Classic Rock & Roll)
July 7: Czech Area Concertina Club (Polka/Waltz)
July 14: SteamHeat (Swing)
July 21: Battle of the Bands
July 28: Sandy and the Hitmen (Vintage Rock)
August 4: Lakefront Days (See
www.priorlakechamber.com for schedule)
August 11: Alphabits Band (Family Show/Kids)
August 18: Michael Edwards & Southwind
(Country)
August 25: Woody’s Music & Magic sponsored by
New Horizon (Family)

Fluorescent lights can be recycled at HHW facility
Our nation is slowly shifting from
old-fashioned incandescent bulbs to
newer, more energy-efficient forms of
lighting. The most popular new light
bulb in residential applications -- compact fluorescent light bulbs, or CFLs
(also called “the curly-cue bulb” by some
consumers) -- account for one quarter
of new bulb sales in the U.S. today.
While they are perfectly safe to use,
CFLs must be managed properly at the
end of their life, because each bulb contains up to five milligrams of mercury,
a potent neurotoxin and environmental
contaminant.
Demand for these bulbs is growing
fast, particularly as federal and state
mandates for energy-efficient lighting
take effect. And yet only about two percent of residential consumers and onethird of businesses recycle them, according to the Association of Lighting and

Mercury Recyclers. “If the recycling rate remains
as low as it is, then
there will certainly
be more mercury
released into the
environment,”
said Paul Abernathy, executive director
of the California-based recycling association. “Until the public really has some
kind of convenient way to take them
back, it’s going to be an issue.”
Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Programs in Minnesota offer
fluorescent light recycling opportunities
to residents and businesses. (Visit
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for information on the Scott County HHW program). Several retail outlets (like Home
Depot, Ikea, Lowes, and many Ace
Hardware stores, for example) offer free

fluorescent light recycling, even for
noncustomers.The
website
Earth911.com provides list of recyclers
by zip code, or call 1-800-CLEAN-UP
(253-2687) for more information.
The Federal Clean Energy Act of
2007 established energy efficiency standards for light bulbs that dimmed the
future for the old incandescent light
bulbs, which do not meet the new standards. By 2014, incandescent lights will
be phased out in the United States. California passed more stringent rules, clearing store shelves of the bulbs by 2013.
The familiar light bulbs that we grew up
with are not energy efficient, converting only 10 percent of the energy they
consume to light, with the rest wasted
as heat. Instead, sales of energy-efficient
alternatives like CFLs, halogen bulbs,
and LEDs have increased in recent years.
So far, the low-cost CFLs have been the

most popular.
If every Minnesota household replaced five incandescent light bulbs with
CFLs, for example, we would save 1.1
billion kilowatt-hours and prevent the
annual release of 377,000 tons of the
heat-trapping gas carbon dioxide, according to estimates from the California Energy Commission. (That’s equivalent to taking 69,000 cars off the road
each year.)
Even when you consider the risk of
mercury contamination if CFLs are not
managed properly, CFLs can still lead
to lower mercury emissions than incandescent lights. By consuming less power,
which is often generated by coal-fired
electricity plants, less mercury is released into the environment. EPA figures
estimate the end result is about 40 percent less in mercury emissions per bulb
when using energy-efficient CFLs.
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Watch for bicyclists, pedestrians
It’s starting to warm up – finally! — and people are getting more and more
active outside. This is nothing but good news; however, it can also lead to new
dangers and frustrations for drivers when they see pedestrians or bicyclists on the
side of the road.
There have probably been many times when, as a driver, you’ve been wondering if that person on the bicycle should even be sharing the road with your car. You
may ask yourself if the bicyclist even has a right to be on the road — is that even
legal? In most cases, the answer is yes.
Minnesota Statute 169.222 lays out the rules on
operation of a bicycle in our state. The first subdivision within this statute states very clearly, “Every person operating a bicycle shall have all of the rights
and duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle.” The statute then goes on to point out some
exceptions to this rule (such as the number of people
who can be on the bicycle), but for the most part, if a
bicycle is traveling with the right of way and utilizing
traffic rules, they have a right to be on that road.
This doesn’t mean the bicyclist doesn’t have their
own responsibilities on the road. They can’t simply
move into the center of the lane with the thought that
they have the same right to be in the center of the lane
as any other vehicle. Subdivision 4 of Minnesota Statute 169.222 sets up the bicyclist’s responsibility.
Subdivision 4 states that every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle going in the same direction, when preparing for a left turn, or when they need to avoid fixed or moving
objects (such as vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or other items)
which make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge.
Another clear area where a bicyclist needs to know their rights is the operation
of a bicycle at nighttime. The statute on operating a bicycle has a specific subdivision which sets rules for riding a bicycle at night. One of the rules for nighttime
bicycling is the bicyclist must equip their bicycle with a lamp which emits a
white light that is visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front and a red
reflector of a type approved by the Department of Public Safety which is visible
from all distances from 100 feet to 600 feet.
There are also guidelines on pedestrians near a roadway written out in Minnesota Statute 169.21. In this statute, different rules are pointed out as to how drivers and pedestrians should interact. One
of these rules states that drivers of a vehicle shall stop to yield the right-of-way
to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no marked crosswalk.
Pedestrians also have a responsibility here; they are told by the statute that they
cannot suddenly leave a curb and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which
is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. In other words, like mom
always said — look both ways before crossing the street!
Pedestrians are also supposed to use a sidewalk when they are available. When
there are no sidewalks, pedestrians are mandated to walk on the left side of a
roadway or its shoulder, giving way to oncoming traffic.
Regardless of why you are using the road, the most important thing is always
safety. Whether you are a driver, a bicyclist, or a pedestrian walking your dog,
each of us needs to obey the rules of the road — and more importantly — be
respectful of each other’s rights to be on the road and share the road with others
safely.
For more information on using the roadway as a bicyclist or a pedestrian in
Minnesota, please visit these two websites to view the statutes.
• https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=169.21 (Pedestrians)
• https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=169.222 (Bicyclists)

Summer
Construction Season
For the most up-to-date information,
please call the
Physical Development hotline
(952) 496.8346
or visit our website at
www.co.scott.mn.us
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Law requires all drivers,
passengers to buckle up
Each year, more than 60 percent of
motorists killed during nighttime hours
in Minnesota are not wearing their
seatbelts. From 2007 to 2009, 1,026
Minnesotan motorists were killed in
crashes — of those fatalities, 585 were
not belted in.
Minnesota’s primary seat belt law
requires all drivers and all passengers
to be buckled up or in the correct child
restraint or booster seat. Law enforcement officers can and will stop and ticket
motorists for seat belt violations — including unbelted passengers. Proper use
of a seatbelt reduces the risk of fatal injury to front seat passenger occupants
by 45 percent in a car and 60 percent in
a light truck. Seatbelts are the most effective means of protecting oneself from
injury while riding in a vehicle.
In a crash, the odds of suffering serious injury are six times greater if a
motorist is not buckled up. An unbelted
motorist can crash into a windshield and
slam into and injure other passengers.
Often, an unbelted motorist is ejected
from the vehicle and killed. Seat belts
restrain motorists in the vehicle’s designed protective space, giving them
room to live in the event of a crash.
According to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, during the period
of 2007 to 2009:
• Of the 1,026 vehicle occupants
killed, only 441 (43 percent) were
known to be wearing their seat belts.
• Of the 3,252 vehicle occupants
seriously injured, 1,724 (52 percent)
were known to be belted.
• During this period, 233 motorists were killed during nighttime hours
(9 p.m. – 3 a.m.), and only 64 (27 percent) of these victims were known to be
belted.
• Each year, 80 percent of drinking drivers killed in crashes are not buckled up.

Who are least likely to buckle up and
more likely to die in crashes? Young
drivers — particularly males — and
residents of Greater Minnesota. Annually, nearly 80 percent of unbelted traffic deaths occur on Greater Minnesota
roads. And each year, motorists ages
15–29 account for 45 percent of all
unbelted deaths and 55 percent of all
unbelted serious injuries — yet this
group represents only 25 percent of all
licensed drivers.
Nationwide, traffic crashes are the
leading cause of death for people ages 2
to 33 years old. In fact, 16- to 19-yearolds are more likely to die in a crash than
the next two leading causes combined
(homicide and suicide). Of the 95 vehicle occupant crash fatalities in that age
group, only 37 (39 percent) were known
to be belted.
An American Academy of Pediatrics study has shown a correlation between driver seat belt use and child restraint use. That study discovered that
when a driver buckles up, child passengers are restrained nearly 90 percent of
the time…but when a driver does not
buckle up, children are restrained just 25
percent of the time. So keep your children safe and set a positive example for
them to follow — wear your seatbelt!
June is National Safety Month —
use this as an opportunity to turn over a
new leaf when it comes to your driving
habits. Belt up, and talk to your family
about the dangers associated with using
cell phones while driving.

Gasoline-powered engines
create deadly carbon monoxide
Indoor use of gasoline-powered
engines and tools is risky business
Many people using gasoline-powered tools — such as high-pressure
washers, concrete cutting saws (walkbehind or hand-held), power trowels,
floor buffers, welders, pumps, compressors, and generators — in buildings or
semi-enclosed spaces have been poisoned by carbon monoxide (CO). CO
can rapidly accumulate, even in areas
that appear to be well ventilated, and
build up to dangerous or fatal concentrations within minutes. Examples of
such poisonings include the following:

• A farm owner died of CO poisoning while using an 11-horsepower,
gasoline-powered pressure washer to
clean his barn. He had worked for just
30 minutes before being overcome.
• A municipal employee at an indoor water treatment plant lost consciousness while trying to exit from a
59,000-cubic-foot room in which he had
been working with an eight-horsepower,
gasoline-powered pump. Doors adjacent
to the work area were open while he
worked. His hospital diagnosis was CO
poisoning.
• Five workers were treated for
CO poisoning after using two eighthorsepower, gasoline-powered pressure
washers in a poorly ventilated underground parking garage.
• A plumber used a gasoline-pow-

ered concrete saw in a basement with
open doors and windows and a cooling
fan. He experienced a severe headache
and dizziness and began to act in a bizarre and paranoid manner. His symptoms were related to CO poisoning.
These examples show a range of
effects caused by CO poisoning in a variety of work settings with exposures that
occurred over different time periods and
with different types of ventilation. In
several instances, workers in areas with
closed doors and windows were incapacitated within minutes. Opening doors
and windows or operating fans does not
guarantee safety. CO is a dangerous poison — operating gasoline-powered engines and tools indoors is risky business.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Navigating through the VA
The Veterans’ Administration (VA) is bigger than most people realize. As a
result, many veterans misunderstand how the VA functions, and thus are confused
when dealing with the VA for both compensation claims and/or getting medical
treatment. Hospitals, clinics, vet centers, and the like all provide treatment. They
work under their own guidelines, regulations, and budgets. The Benefits Administration (or, as most commonly called, “the Regional Office”) confers compensation/service connection for military-related illnesses and injuries, and other commonly known benefits such as home loan guarantees and education. The Benefits
Administration does not work under a budget. Both administrations have departments, divisions, subdivisions, and contractors. As such, there is a lot of room for
communication to break down. So we always advise a veteran to be proactive and
check carefully who will do what and when. As an example: Going to a vets center
for post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) does not automatically request service
connection for PTSD, nor does it automatically guarantee service connection and
compensation. The appropriate requests must be made at the appropriate office.
Claims for compensation and service connection of a medical problem
must be made to the regional office in your state. In order to have medical
problem service-connected (and compensation paid), there must be evidence of a
link between a chronic medical issue and a veteran‘s active military service. Evidence most frequently comes from military service records, especially medical
records. When these are missing, evidence can come from other sources, such as
witnesses, photos, news stories, and old letters to home. The source of the evidence is important to its credibility of it; a statement from your spouse (who stands
to benefit financially with a favorable decision) is not as credible as your former
supervisor in the service whom you have not seen in years. Such was the case of a
veteran whose wife signed a document attesting his tinnitus was so bad she could
hear the ringing in his ears even across the house in the kitchen. (True story.) In
another case, a disinterested third party who did not even know the veteran or
anything about his claim, described the working conditions at the flight hanger
where the vet worked so well that the VA was able to award service connection for
a hearing loss.
The first time any claim is made during the life time of a veteran, a VA form
21-526 or VA form 21-526EZ must be filled out. After that, a simple hand written
letter is sufficient. In fact, a claimant does not even need to fill out a VA form 21526 at first. Just write to the Regional Office and they will send you what they
need for documentation. This is because, years ago, many vets filled out the claims
form and forgot about it. Once the 526 is completed, it is for life. It starts the
building of your claims file, or in VA jargon, the “C-file.” A copy of every communication sent to the veteran or received from the veteran is supposed to be in that
file forever. When writing to the VA, keep remarks short, sweet, and to the point.
Adding drama to any correspondence only lowers the credibility to the reader, who
is a VA employee. If there are seemingly implausible aspects of your story, explain
them in simple terms and then get some sort of collaborative evidence to submit at
the same time.
Generally, a claim for benefits or an increase in benefits must be made specifically by the veteran with his or her own signature. A visit to a medical facility
should not be considered by a veteran to be a claim of any sort, even if a staff
member/employee states there is one. So get the appropriate paperwork done, and
then sign it. You can‘t make claims for service connection through a medical facility. However, and again generally speaking, the exception to this is when a veteran
spends 21 days or more in the hospital for an already service-connected issue. The
VA hospital is supposed to notify the Regional Office that the veteran was hospitalized for an excess of 20 days for treatment of a condition that is service connected. In this case, a Rating Decision should be completed. In reality, write the
Regional Office regardless, and tell them you were in the hospital (civilian, military, or VA) and get the temporary increase in benefits. Try not to assume anything.
Medical treatment at a VA treatment facility does not confer the status of service connection on a medical problem. Service connection is the legal status
conferred on a claim that is made only by a Regional Office and only after a
rating decision has been completed. This brings us to one final and very important point: read (and re-read) everything the VA sends you. Determine what is
appropriate for your case. The VA is a very large, complex organization that often
fails to communicate well within its own walls. Don‘t waste time getting angry and
frustrated, just get informed. The County Veteran Service Officer is the best possible resource for you in understanding your benefits. Please call our office at
(952) 496-8176 for more information.

Outstanding senior volunteers
to be honored at County Fair
Two worthy Scott County Seniors
will be honored with an awards ceremony at the Scott County Fair Gazebo
on Friday, July 29 at 3:30 p.m. The
award is for Outstanding Scott County
Senior Volunteer Citizens, recognizing
individuals who are active in their community, tirelessly giving of their time and
talents for others. The awards ceremony
is free and open to the public, with light
refreshments including free ice cream
and musical entertainment to follow.
Please plan to attend the ceremony and

then stay to enjoy the Scott County Fair.
Friday is also Senior Citizens’ Day at
the Fair, with free parking and admission for senior citizens until 4 p.m.
The two winners in Scott County are
then invited to compete for the Outstanding Minnesota Senior Volunteer
Award at the Minnesota State Fair. For
more information, please contact Fran
Barten at (952) 758-3729 or visit the
Scott County Fair website at
www.scottcountyfair.com.
Ready…Set…Pull! Participate in
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Historical Society offers
fun summer activities
The Scott County Historical Society/Stans Museum is a Blue Star Museum. All active military personnel and
their families receive free admission
from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
“Heroes Among Us: Scott County
World War II Veterans” Exhibit —
runs through August 6. It’s the last
few months to listen to stories told by
local WWII veterans, watch WWII
videos, and gain an understanding of
the experiences these young men and
women endured during a pivotal
period in our country’s history. This
exhibit makes the connections between
Scott County and the world at war -from the homefront to the
battleground.
“BEER ME! Breweries of Scott
County Exhibit runs through
October. Bier, pivo, cerveze, or birra
-- in every way, they mean beer!
Whether we drink a beer bottled by the
“King of Beers,” a microbrew, or
“suds” from a buddy next door, this
exhibit toasts the beers that came
before and the brewers who brought
them to us. The exhibit is sponsored
by Rahr Malting.

Schell’s Brewery Bus Tour — June
11, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Jump on the bus
and join the Scott County Historical
Society for a tour of Schell’s Brewery.
We’ll tour the brewery (including the
old copper kettle area), sample tap
beer and 1919 root beer in their
Rathskellar, and enjoy lunch in
beautiful downtown New Ulm. Leave
the driving to us! A fee of $30 ($25
for SCHS members) includes bus and
tour; lunch is on your own. For details
or to register, please contact SCHS at
(952) 445-0378 or via e-mail at
info@scottcountyhistory.org
Something New! Try your hand at a
History Scavenger Hunt at town
festivals this summer!
Belle Plaine BBQ Days – July 15 - 17
Derby Days – August 3 - 7
Lakefront Days – August 4 – 6
Heimatfest – September 10
Dozinky Days – September 17
Prepping for Garage Sales May
Reveal Real Treasures! When you’re
cleaning out your closet, basement, or
garage this year, please consider
calling the Scott County Historical
Society before tossing your “junk” – it

may be our treasure! Items like
grandma’s old flour sifter or sewing
patterns, old scrapbooks, even last
year’s Valleyfair t-shirt are welcome.
The Historical Society is interested in
all items related to Scott County and
its residents.
Our mission is to search, save, and
share the history of Scott County. We
can’t do that without your help. The
items you donate become a permanent
part of the Historical Society’s
collection, which means we carefully
preserve and maintain the items
according to strict museum standards.
Once an item is donated, it is
catalogued, inspected for preservation
needs, and placed in environmentally
secure storage until needed.
The Historical Society uses its
collection to develop exhibits and
enrich research projects. Items that
may not fit in the collection are used in
education programs. For example, we
received a 1917 Victrola “talking
machine” donation, which is used in
the historic Stans House for tours and
field-trips.
When you are going through those
unwanted items, please consider
donating. Just think of the pleasure
your “junk” could give to so many
others. For more information, or to
donate, please contact the Historical
Society at (952) 445-0378,
info@scottcounty history.org, or drop
by 235 S. Fuller St., Shakopee.
All Things
Minnesota
Book Club –
meets at 6:30
p.m., the
third
Thursday of
each month
at SCHS.
June book:
Brother of
Mine: The
Civil War Letters of Thomas and
William Christie. Edited by Hampton
Smith,
July book: I Go To America: Swedish
American Women and the life of Mina
Anderson, by Joy K. Lintelman
Scott County Crazy Quilters do not
meet in the summer. They return in
September on the fourth Thursday
of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Check us out on Facebook at “Scott
County Historical Museum” and follow
us on twitter@ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for some
events. Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
Become a Member!
Membership benefits include:
Free admission to the museum, research
library, and select programs; 100 percent
tax deductible; quarterly Connections
newsletter; 10 percent discount on copies and museum store purchases; invitations to special events, exhibit openings,
and lectures; and your preservation support of Scott County history!
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County Fair’s search for a home dates back 120 years
By Kathleen Klehr, SCHS Director
Summer is finally here – along with
those warm-weather festivities I’ve been
dreaming about since last November,
especially the Scott County Fair. Last
year, I did some digging into the mystery of early fair history. When we last
ended our story, the 1880s promised fireworks between Henry Hinds (editor of
the Shakopee Argus), and John G. Bass
(editor of the Shakopee Courier).
In the late 1870s, J.G. Bass was
president of the Scott County Agricultural Society, which was (and still is) in
charge of the County Fair. Trouble was
brewing when, in July of 1880, the western section of the County split off and
formed their own association with their
own fair. This action fueled Mr. Hinds
to point fingers at Mr. Bass’s management of the Scott County Ag Society.
Mr. Hinds printed a scathing editorial in the Shakopee Argus aimed at Bass
and saying the Fair was a “miserable and
lamentable failure.” He went on to call
for new leadership, stating “…the main
obstacle in the way of success, was J. G.
Bass, president of the Association. He
does not possess the necessary executive ability… has not the confidence of
the people… and with him as president
the Scott County Agricultural Society
cannot successfully perform its mission.” Mr. Hinds goes on to state that
re-election of Bass “…will be unsatisfactory to the business men of this city.”1
Pretty strong words, indeed.
The following week, Mr. Bass gave
a rebuttal in the Shakopee Courier. He
began with a personal attack of Henry
Hinds, insinuating criminal conduct to
defraud the County. Bass continued,
stating Hinds was “not capable of running a readable paper…” After that,
Bass addressed each of Hind’s article
points beginning with Bass’s leadership,
stating the association was led by a nine
member board which, without its sanction, Bass “would be powerless to act
upon any matter pertaining to the County
Fair.” He explained that the association
board consulted with the Belle Plaine
Association and understood that the west
end citizens were happy to have the fair
in Shakopee. The failure of the previous year’s fair was “non-attendance of
just such men as H. Hinds” and that the
lax publicity given to the fair from Hinds
contributed to low attendance. Bass
concluded his article by stating, “Henry
Hinds has never gratuitously spent five
cents worth of printers ink to advance
the interests of the Scott Co. Agricultural
Society… his whole enmity towards me
are none other than avariciousness because I do not see fit to take the paper
[Argus] and let him get his craw-fished

ing “We doubt there being a fair next
year…”9 A prophetic phrase; I was unable to locate any articles related to a
Scott County Fair in 1888 or 1889.
The County Fair in the 1880s experienced difficulties — poor weather, low
attendance, sectionalism, competition
with the Minnesota State Fair, timing
(during harvest), and lack of participation. It also experienced some success
with new leadership, leased fairgrounds,
new attractions, and higher premiums.
The decade started out with a bang, and
closed silently.
Next year, we’ll take a look at the
1890s. But if you can’t wait, want more
details, or want to conduct your own
search, contact the Scott County Historical Society at (952) 445-0348 or via email at info@scottcountyhistory.org, or
check us out on the web at
www.scottcountyhistory.org
A winning entry at the Scott County Fair in 1886 received this diploma for a
fancy water barrel.

fingers into the pockets of our worthy
Treasurer.”2
The stage was set for some fireworks. The biggest problems seemed
to be low participation and not having
designated Fairgrounds. The 1881 Fair
cost $114.60, of which $82.75 was paid
in premiums and $31.85 for expenses.
The costs were slightly offset by receipts
of $50. The Fair ended with a shortage
of $64.60. Perhaps because of the shortage, and the rancor between leadership,
no Fair was held in 1882.3
The Agricultural Society had a new
president in 1883, Frank Gifford. He
changed the date of the Fair from September to October, began looking for a
permanent and proper site to hold the
Fair, and raised premiums. Mr. Gifford
also stressed that everyone needed to
attend the fair at least one day, and that
every business should be represented.
That year, the fair was held in Rings Hall
in Shakopee. D. L. How gave the address, speaking on the importance of
agriculture to the nation, to the state, and
to Scott County. Unfortunately, the Fair
was plagued by torrential rain, which
resulted in lower receipts, but was well
attended.
An article in the Shakopee Argus
stated the management was to be commended for their labors, but the “greatest drawback in holding these Fairs
arises from the inconvenience caused by
the society not owning their own
grounds.”4 In the same paper on the
same page, a short notice states that Mrs.
Thomas Turner offered a 25 year lease
for 30 acres of land on her farm in Eagle
Creek, provided the Ag Society erected
a fence, buildings, and a race course. A

short notice in July 1884 indicated that
no action was taken on Mrs. Turner’s
offer – the fair was still without a home.
However, by mid-August, the Scott
County Agricultural Society announced
it had signed a three-year lease with S.
B. Strait for 20 acres east of Shakopee.
Amazingly, between signing the lease in
mid-August to the opening day of the
fair, a half-mile track was laid and an
eight-foot fence and buildings were
erected. In addition to the new Fairgrounds, the public was treated to a
“grand firemen’s parade and time trial
of the workings of the engine and apparatus.” 5 Again, the fair was plagued by
rain the first two days, but enjoyed good
attendance the last day.
The 1885 fair enjoyed fine, fair
weather all three days, resulting in large
attendance. While it ended with a deficit, it was made up from a state fund.
Again, firemen marched in a parade and
demonstrated their drill work. New in
1886 was the addition of a balloon ascension, bicycle race, and a speech by
Mr. Ignatius Donnelly.6 Rain returned
in 1886, but did not dampen attendance
much.
The Scott County Agricultural Society held a Farmer’s Institute in 1887,
inviting speakers to Reis Hall for two
evenings in September (the same dates
as the Scott County Fair). In fact, one
of the Institute speakers, Prof. Gregg,
gave a speech at the Fair where he “attracted more attention than the specialties upon the grounds.”7 According to
the Shakopee Courier, displays were thin
with “articles having to be borrowed to
fill up the empty spaces.” 8 In that instance, the Shakopee Argus agreed stat-

1 Shakopee Argus, July 29, 1880,
page 1 col. 1
2 Shakopee Courier, August 6, 1880,
page 3 col. 2
3 The Shakopee “…Argus demands a
change in the present board of
directors.” Shakopee Argus,
September 14, 1882, page 4 col.2
1Shakopee Argus, July 29, 1880,
page 1 col. 1
2Shakopee Courier, August 6, 1880,
page 3 col. 2
3The Shakopee “…Argus demands a
change in the present board of
directors.” Shakopee Argus,
September 14, 1882, page 4 col.2
4 Shakopee Argus, October 11, 1883,
page 1 col. 2
5 Shakopee Argus, September 11,
1884, page 4 col. 2
6 Ignatius Donnelly was lieutenant
governor of Minnesota from 1860 –
1863, Republican Congressman from
1863 – 1868, and a state senator from
1874 – 1878. After leaving the
Minnesota State Senate during 1878,
Donnelly returned to his law practice
and writing. In 1882, he published
“Atlantis: The Antediluvian World”,
detailing his theories about the
mythical lost continent of Atlantis.,
and the following year he published
“Ragnarok: The Age of Fire and
Gravel”, on his belief that the flood,
and the destruction of Atlantis was
caused by the near-collision of the
earth with a massive comet. Both
books sold well.
7 Shakopee Courier, September 21,
1887, page 4 col. 2,3
8 Shakopee Courier, September 14,
1887, page 3 col. 2
9 Shakopee Argus, September 14,
1887, page 1 col. 2

New 4-H program promotes lamb and goat projects
The Scott County 4-H Program strives to create
learning opportunities for kids throughout Scott County.
This year, the 4-H Animal Science Project Development Committee wanted to explore ways of developing the livestock project areas and open up more opportunities for youth to experience working with livestock. Working with livestock helps young people develop knowledge, a sense of responsibility, and new
skills that last a lifetime. With this goal in mind, the
committee created a new program called the 4-H Lamb
and Goat Challenge.
Interested youth were asked to complete an application process and then participate in an interview in
front of a committee made up of 4-H project leaders,
4-H staff, and the program mentors. Several youth
applied to the program, and two individuals were selected as the recipients of the animal projects. Molly
Marshall, the daughter of Jo Marshall from Jordan,
was selected as the goat recipient; Nathan Schmidt,

the son of Tony and Patti Schmidt, was selected as
the lamb recipient. Each individual was awarded with
two animals in their respective species. Both kids received their animals in May and were paired up with a
project mentor who will assist them with their project
throughout the 4-H year and to whom they will give
monthly progress reports. Both Nathan and Molly will
have the opportunity to showcase their projects and
have them on exhibit at the 2011 Scott County Fair.
In 2012, Molly and Nathan will than serve as youth
mentors to the program and help promote the livestock
industry to prospective 4-H members.
This program, through 4-H, is designed to help
young people develop leadership, confidence, and responsibility through the commitment they have for
taking care of their livestock project. For more information about joining the 4-H program, contact Abby
Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu or (952) 492-5410.

Molly Marschall received two goats to raise and
show through the 4-H Lamb and Goat Challenge.
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County sets 2011 road, bridge construction projects
Preservation:
1. County Highway (CH) 23 – Bridge replacement
2. CH 42 – Louisiana to CH 27 and Ferndale to
Boone – Pavement reconstruction
3. CH 42 – CH 21 to Ferndale – Pavement
reconstruction
4. CH 56 – Bridge replacement
5. CH 66 – TH 169 to CH 59 – Pavement
reconstruction
6. CH 66 – CH 59 to Hillside – Pavement
reconstruction
7. CH 101 – Spencer Avenue to CH 17 – Pavement
resurfacing
Management:
8. Trunk Highway (TH) 13/CH 101 – Intersection –
Partial grade separation (MnDOT led)
9. CH 17 – Intersection at CH 42 – Intersection
reconstruction
10. CH 21 – Intersection at Arcadia – Intersection
reconstruction (City of Prior Lake led)
11. CH 42 – Intersection at Allen Blvd –
Intersection and curb work
12. CH 68/91 – Intersection – Roundabout
13. CH 101 – Intersection at Stagecoach Road –
Signal
14. 173rd and Valley View Drive – Bituminous
overlay and paving (Township led)
Expansion:
15. CH 21 -- CH 42 to CH 18 -- New construction
16. CH 27 – CH 44 to 0.30 mile north –

Reconstruction
17. CH 44 – Prior Lake City limits to CH 27 Reconstruction

Turnback:
18. CH 64 – West of CH 23 at Balsa Ave –
Intersection reconstruction (Township led)

4-H teams up with Humane
Society for dog project
This year, the Scott County 4-H Dog
Project has taken on a community service project and has partnered with
Carver-Scott Humane Society to train
and provide a dog to a 4-Her who wants
to participate in the project but does not
have a dog to train.
This pilot project took shape over
the past several months as 4-H parents
approached Scott County 4-H dog
trainer, Jo Marshall, for ideas on how
kids could participate in the dog training project without a dog to train.
Marshall, an active foster provider with
the Humane Society, and Carver-Scott
Humane Society’s dog coordinator
Marge Amberson joined forces to find
a homeless dog in need of training for
the special project. Rufus, a six-monthold exuberant, lovable Labrador mix was
chosen. Rufus and his littermate arrived
at CSHS in December 2010 with severe
mange. Both puppies were treated and
recovered nicely. With his littermate now
adopted, Rufus became the perfect candidate for the training project.
Rufus is now being fostered by the
Behr family of Jordan. They will be
fostering Rufus through the summer,
while daughter Katelyn trains and cares
for him as part of the 4-H dog project.
Katelyn will be training Rufus in the disciplines of obedience and “rally-O” and

Positive “out of school time” options
for your children this summer
By Abby Wagner, 4-H Program Coordinator

Katelyn Behr (at left) and Rufus are
pictured with Alyvia Behr and Mya
Rose.

will participate in the Scott County 4-H
Dog Show in July. Rufus will then become available for adoption through
Carver-Scott Humane Society.
For more information on the 4-H
dog project, please contact Abby Wagner
at (952) 492-5410.
More information on the dogs available for adoption through Carver-Scott
Humane Society can be found at
www.carverscotths.org.

Youth sought for summer day
camp counselors’ training
Do you have a special talent, an interesting hobby, or creepy crawly pet?
If so, then Scott County 4-H has a role
for you! We are looking for responsible
6th through 12th graders who would like
to help lead crafts, activities, games, and
songs at the different adventures being
held this summer. All camps are free
for the youth leaders, and they are able
to make all the crafts the younger kids
are making.
We will be holding a Summer Day
Camp Counselor Training on Tuesday,

June 14 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the
Scott County Extension Office in Jordan. Other training opportunities will be
held as needed. Pizza and beverages will
be served, and we will go over summer
lessons and calendar. Contact Sara or
Abby at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
dunc0088@umn.edu
or
torg0016@umn.edu for more information or to register for training. This is
open to all 6 th-12 th graders in Scott
County, and youth leaders do not need
to be in 4-H to participate.

With summer 2011 finally here, many parents are looking for good “out of
school time” opportunities for kids. Out of school time programs can have strong
positive effects on children’s academic, social, and emotional lives. The National
Institute on Out of School Time notes that this is especially true for students whose
personal circumstances put them at higher risk of school failure. Some research
suggests that what students do during their out-of-school time hours has as much
bearing on their success as what they do during the school days.
This is why it’s so important to get your children involved in programming
that will make a lasting impact on their lives. The 4-H Program offers kids the
chance to be involved in a community of young people across the country learning
leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 4-Hers do this in a number of ways: First,
they can start locally in a 4-H club. Scott County offers 4-H clubs in all of our
communities. There, they can learn about any topic in which they are interested. 4Hers can then go on to participate in project days, camps, public speaking contests,
4-H fairs, conferences (both locally and nationally), and so much more! Some
youth participate through afterschool programs or other adventure opportunities.
Each 4-H member defines their own 4-H experience, so the possibilities are truly
endless!
Youth can start their 4-H experience in kindergarten and can go one year past
high school. The program is open to all people, without regard to race, color, sex,
religion, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, marital status, or physical or mental disability. In the 4-H program, kids
can become involved in projects ranging from robotics to veterinary science to
clothing. Currently there are over 60 project areas for kids to choose from, with
areas of project interest for everyone.
The Scott County 4-H Program is run by University of Minnesota Extension
staff and by screened adult volunteers. Adult volunteers can contribute to 4-H in
many different ways. Some adults choose to help 4-H as a club leader, managing
a club and allowing youth to pursue their interests with guidance. Others adults
choose to help clubs with projects and lend their personal expertise, judge or help
with exhibits at fairs, volunteer at different 4-H events, or even help the County 4H staff with programs or other events. Volunteers help keep the 4-H program in
motion, contributing their time and dedication to the education of 4-H members
and their families.
This summer, the Scott County 4-H Program has a huge menu of events for all
children in Scott County. From camping to photography, from gardening to cooking, from arts to science, we have the works! Programs will be taking place in
several sites in Scott County — Jordan, Belle Plaine, New Prague, Prior Lake, and
Shakopee. You do not need to be enrolled in the 4-H program to attend any of the
events; all programs are open to all families throughout the County. There is a $15
fee to become a member of the Scott County 4-H program.
Please call (952) 492-5410 or e-mail Abby Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu at
the Scott County 4-H Office with questions on any 4-H events this summer or to
learn more about becoming a 4-H member or an adult volunteer. And remember to
Go Green with Scott County 4-H!

