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Rural property owners
can help win the war
against ‘meth’ producers
One of the biggest concerns in rural
communities is the illegal production
and use of methamphetamine, or
“meth.” Meth is a highly addictive drug
that has rapidly become one of the most
serious public health and safety concerns
in many areas of the country. Much of
the meth in the Midwest is brought in
from Mexico and the southwestern
United States, but a significant amount
is produced locally in “meth labs.” Frequently, these labs are located in isolated
or abandoned farm buildings, homes,
cabins, or even in vehicles such as vans,
trailers, or old campers. In fact, several
meth labs have already been identified
and shut down in Scott County.
Unfortunately, there is a natural connection between meth labs and agricultural production. One of the more popular methods for producing the drug involves using anhydrous ammonia, a fertilizer used to grow corn and other crops.
Another link between rural areas and
meth labs is that people who operate
these labs prefer isolated areas where the
activity and odors are less likely to be
detected. Clearly, the preference for producing methamphetamine in rural areas
has led to a disproportionate number of
these communities affected by addiction
and the costs and problems associated

with drug use and crime.
But rural property owners have
many partners in the fight against methamphetamine. These partners include
law enforcement, health professionals,
educators, local and state officials, and
others with a vested interest. However,
the rural resident’s role and responsibility is an important key! Here are several
suggestions that can help you prevent the
theft of anhydrous ammonia from your
property, and help your community win
the war against methamphetamine producers.
• Monitor all areas of your
property, including remote and abandoned buildings and vehicles. Help
keep an alert eye on the property of elderly neighbors or those who might own
nearby property but live elsewhere. Look
for blacked-out windows (obstructing
observation); large amounts of trash,
such as empty packages of over-thecounter cold medications; signs of unusual foot or vehicle traffic; or strong
chemical smells. If you notice any of
these, contact law enforcement and describe your observations.
• When practical, do not leave
anhydrous ammonia nurse tanks sitting around in fields or on your farmMETH LABS to Page 12

Public invited to comment on
proposed 2005 County levy
On September 14, 2004, the Scott County Board of Commissioners unanimously established a 2005 maximum preliminary net levy level of
$39,670,182, which would represent approximately 42 percent of the overall
proposed County budget of $95,100,000. The establishment of the maximum preliminary levy essentially sets the “ceiling” on the 2005 final levy
(from which it may either stay the same or decrease), to be determined following the Truth in Taxation Public Meeting in December.
All members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend the
2004 Truth in Taxation Public Meeting, to be held on Thursday, December
2, at 7:00 p.m. in the County Board Room (second floor Government Center, 200 West Fourth Avenue, Shakopee). For more information on the maximum preliminary levy, the County budget process, or the upcoming Public
Meeting, please contact Lisa Kohner at (952) 496-8780.

City to Country
Over 800 people attended the annual Scott County City to Country
Tour on Sept. 25. Among the tour sites was Sailer’s Greenhouse,
where visitors learned how the Sailer family raises their plants. See
Page 10 for more photos and story.

New Historical Society
Executive Director hired
She’s been all over the world, but
this Minneapolis resident has found a
new home at the Scott County Historical Society, where she began her official duties as Executive Director on September 13. Kathleen Klehr, who holds
a BA in Women’s Studies and History
as well as a MA in History, most recently
held a position in public relations and
marketing for the Minneapolis-based
Bakken Museum, but is not altogether
unfamiliar with Scott County. In fact,
she has been volunteering her time and
expertise in the Collections area of the
Historical Society/Stans Museum in
Shakopee.
In addition to her new position with
the Society, this mother of four (daughter Lisa is a teacher in England; daughter Kiley is a nurse in Minneapolis;
daughter Sena is volunteering with the
Peace Corps in the South Pacific; and

Kathleen Klehr

son Ben is in high school) also teaches
Sociology at Metropolitan State UniverHISTORICAL SOCIETY to Page 5

Where do you vote?

Those pesky bugs!

Get outside!

Check out the map to find
your polling place for the
upcoming Election.
Pages 8 & 9

Need to rid your house
of bugs? Try these tips
to keep them out.
Page 14

Three Rivers Parks
District offers an array
of fall activities.
Page 16
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Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

What would you suggest?
This month marks my seventh anniversary as the Scott County Administrator,
and I still consider myself a new employee. That is the beauty of my job — time
flies when you are having fun (well, most of the time). Yet the endless march of
time is always marked by children: When a sandal-wearing judge by the name of
Phil Kanning administered my oath of office in October 1997, my kids were the
ages of seven, four, and seven weeks. Now, the same set has one in high school,
one in middle school, and one in first grade.
Conventional wisdom holds that the average tenure for a local government
manager is five to seven years. Certainly, one reason for this rather short tenure
cycle is in the sometimes combustive mix of policy, politics, and personality;
stories abound of bad “marriages” between administrators and elected officials. If
by luck, a little bit of skill, or simply chance, I have found these 3-Ps in Scott
County fulfilling, rewarding, and a near perfect fit.
As the fourth County Administrator since 1972, I am about to embark upon
my eighth year in this office, and I am beginning to focus on what the future holds
for my work and time in Scott County. I have already begun conversations with
County staff and elected officials on this topic. But here’s where the citizens enter
the conversation: While it’s impractical to seek out 100,000 individual opinions
(can you imagine the door-to-door implications of this growing community?), the
opportunities available to me through this column allow me to reach out to as
many of you as possible to obtain a wide variety of perspectives. Frankly, I’m
excited to have the chance to converse openly about just what the Scott County
Administrator should be doing in this rapidly growing, dynamic, and changing
County.
Here is my immediate challenge, which is also my most significant goal. The
County Board has asked me to return to them later this fall with an outline of my
future work plan; more simply stated, a summary of where and how (and to some
degree, why) will I be spending my time and energy over the next 12-14 months.
I have prepared an initial outline that I am using to describe the main priorities and
possible activities that warrant further discussion.
Let’s examine the options (in no particular order), breaking out the most relevant points in clear and distinct categories. (And I’ll try my darnedest to avoid
the government jargon.) So, where do you think I should be spending my time?
Seeking Transit and Transportation Financing – the County is seeking
more non-property tax revenue to support our current and expanding system.
Leading the 2025 Comprehensive Plan Process – the County Board wants
a process that is inclusive of all County divisions (this is somewhat different from
the 2020 process).
Developing our Internal Culture and Customer Service – the County has
had a long-held value in examining “how” it does business, but more work and
time is needed on this topic.
Promoting a Stronger County-Business Partnership – the County can
strengthen its partnership with the business community, as well as learn from the
practices used in the private sector.
Implementing our Information Technology Strategy – the County has an
“anyone, anywhere, anytime” strategy that requires an investment of dollars. Enhancing our website would be a direct result of this investment.
Expanding our Financial Health – We have a strategy to maintain our strong
financial and economic status, which includes work on financial reporting and
innovative budget practices.
Broadening our Influence – this includes advancing our policy and legislative interests on a regional, state, and federal level.
Building Stronger Relations with our Countywide Local Government
Partners – the County has a goal to achieve as many local partnerships as possible with our cities, school districts, townships, and Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community.
And the list could go on and on…a quick glance back at the list and one can
conclude how difficult this assessment is and why seeking wide input is important.
No doubt all the categories are important, but with time comes an opportunity
cost. So, did I miss something? What do you think should be on this list? Give
me a call or send me an e-mail (dunmacht@co.scott.mn.us), and I will consider all
of your ideas as I develop my long-term plan.
Thanks.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott county government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.
This newsletter was produced in part with funding from
the Office of Environmental Assistance. It is printed on
recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
October 12
October 19
October 26
November 2
November 9
November 16
November 23
November 30

County Board Meetings Through December
—
County Board meeting
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting
—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting, Election Day!
no meeting, County Board satellite visit
County Board meeting
no meeting, 2005 County Board Planning Workshop
County Board meeting

*December 2 —

7:00 p.m., County Board meets for Truth in Taxation
Hearing
no meeting, Association of Minnesota Counties’
Annual Conference
County Board meeting
County Board meeting

December 7

—

December 14 —
December 21 —

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays – unless indicated
above — in the Scott County Board Room (Government Center, Shakopee). The
Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; please refer to your weekly newspaper for broadcast dates and times. Additionally, Board agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Briefs” summaries are available on the County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us or by contacting Recording
Secretary Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Tracy Cervenka at
tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (2 vacancies).
This Committee consists of one member from each Commissioner District, and
two-at large members. Currently, there are vacancies in Commissioner Districts 3
and 5. The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission and the Board of Adjustment is to prepare and recommend amendments to the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan in the 11 townships; review all applications for conditional use permits,
interim use permits, variances, and plans for subdivisions of land; and to make
recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board. Meets on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council (EMSAC) (1 vacancy).
This Board is made up of representatives from the medical field and three citizen
at-large members. There is currently a vacancy for an at-large representative. The
purpose of the Committee is to advise the County Board on matters concerning
emergency medical services as they relate to Scott County. The Committee conducts emergency medical services research; carries out emergency medical services planning activities; proposes and coordinates emergency medical services
programs; and conducts emergency medical services evaluations. Meets quarterly.
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) (1 vacancy). This Board
consists of one representative from each Commissioner District. There is currently a vacancy in Commissioner District 3. The HRA directs and sets policy to
provide housing opportunities for low and moderate income families through programs ranging from rental assistance to home ownership and housing rehabilitation to community development. Meets on the second Tuesday of each month.
Human Services Resource Council (6 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are vacancies in each Commissioner District. The Resource Council participates in
the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations
concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and
recommends to human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives
to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group
and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, service
and performance. The Resource Council meets quarterly on the third Monday of
the first month of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
Library Board of Trustees (2 vacancies). The Library Board has five citizen
representatives, one from each Commissioner District. There are currently a vacancies on this Board in Commissioner Districts 4 and 5. The Library Board
participates in planning library facilities and services, sets operating policies for
the Library System, prepares the annual budget, and authorizes expenditures covering operation of the Library System. The Library Board meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Noxious Weed Appeal Committee (2 vacancies). There are two at-large
citizen vacancies on this Committee. This Board hears appeals of individual citizens required to eradicate noxious weeds by the County Weed Inspector. The
Board meets on an as-needed basis.
Mental Health Advisory Committee (2 vacancies) The Mental Health Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply, but consumers or
family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received mental
health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority population are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
COMMISSIONERS’CORNER to Page 3
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SWCD News

Tree orders being taken
Every year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
makes thousands of transplant and seedling trees available to County landowners. These trees are inexpensive, but are
of the finest stock from wholesale nurseries. We offer a wide choice of trees
and shrubs in bundles of 50 per variety.
This year, the District has approximately 73,600 trees, with 41 different
varieties of evergreens, large and medium deciduous trees, and shrubs. The
tree program was started to promote
conservation and help residents create a
more beautiful, healthy, and ecologically
balanced environment. The SWCD’s
Tree Program is considered by many to
be a true community service. Many of
the County’s farmstead and field windbreaks, wildlife habitat plantings, and
reforestation efforts originated as a result of this program. In more recent
years, housing developments and community beautification projects have been
added to the list of uses under the tree
and shrub program.
All residents are encouraged to utilize the Tree Program to start or add to
their own beautification plans by purchasing stock from the SWCD. Whether
you own a city lot and want to plant a
privacy hedge line, or own a couple of

acres and wish to plant a windbreak or
shelterbelt, our trees will meet all needs.
We also offer technical advice on tree
plantings for windbreaks and shelterbelts
upon request at a nominal fee.
Here’s how the program works:
♦ The program begins in the fall
of each year. Everyone who has ordered
trees in the past should receive a copy
of the new tree order form, or they may
be sent one upon request. Our trees are
sold on a first come, first served basis;
if a variety is sold out you will be notified immediately and given the opportunity to either substitute or receive a
refund.
♦ Prices and varieties available are
indicated on the order form. Payment
must accompany your order.
♦ All trees are bare root seedlings
or transplants varying in size from 12" 24" tall.
♦ Trees/shrubs that are purchased
are then available around mid-April at
the Scott County Fairgrounds. Customers who order will receive a postcard
about one week before delivery with the
specific pick up information.
Please contact Jodi Worm at (952)
492-5416, or visit our website at
www.scottswcd.org for an order form or
for additional information.

Commissioners’ Corner

Bundles of 41 varieties of bare root seedlings are available.

Commissioners’ Corner

Continued
from Page 2
New Options Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). Members of this Committee serve in an at-large capacity. The openings at this time are for parents of
New Options clients. The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee
of the Human Services Resource Council. This Committee provides oversight for
program planning and represents the individuals served by the program, the employers, applicable professions, and the community at large. The Committee meets
four times per year on Monday evenings.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning Commission (2 vacancies). This Commission consists of seven members.
There are currently two vacancies, both for at-large positions. Responsibilities
include review and recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budget and program priorities, implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan and associated program goals and projects.
University of Minnesota – Scott County Extension Committee (2 vacancies). This Committee consists of one representative from each of the Commissioner Districts, and one at-large youth member. Currently, there are vacancies in
Commissioner Districts 1 and 5. In partnership with the University of Minnesota,
the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets,
and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and
enhance the economy and the environment through education, applied research,
and the resources of the University of Minnesota. Meets five times per year.

The Karri and Duane Deutsch family of rural Jordan has been selected as
Scott County’s 2004 Conservation Cooperators. Pictured above are Karri,
Mandi, and Duane Deutsch.

Deutsch family selected
as 2004 Scott SWCD
Conservation Cooperators
For five generations, the Deutsch
family has cultivated values such as
community involvement, hard work,
dedication, and respect for the environment. Their reward? Knowing that they
have contributed so much to the environment, and being chosen as the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
Conservation Cooperators for 2004.
This recognition is given each year
to a Scott County resident that has displayed outstanding efforts in soil and
water conservation on their land. As land
uses have drastically changed in Scott
County since the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) selected
their first Conservation Cooperator in
1948, farmers are continually on the
cutting edge of conserving the lands precious natural resources.
Duane Deutsch’s dairy farm sits
south of Jordan on County Road 11,
along the gentle slopes of Helena Township. Currently, Duane operates 182
acres of corn, 36 acres of wheat, 172
acres of soybeans, and 53 acres of alfalfa. Presently, Duane is milking 50
dairy cows and the milk produced is
being used by Bongard’s Creamery.
Duane was born and raised on the family farm, and took over the operation in
1975. (In 1980, he even won the Young
Jordan Farmer award!) In 1982, he began working with the District, and his
long held commitment to conservation
has helped maintain production and economic prosperity for his family. Working with the District, he has completed
the following projects: water and sediment control basin structures, residue
management, grassed waterways, nutrient management, pest management, terraces, an ag waste pond, and a windbreak. Duane currently is working
closely with the District to install several projects under the EQIP program.

He has taken a very proactive approach
in water quality, not only on his own
land, but land that he rents.
In spite of the heavy workload that
all farmers endure, Deutsch still makes
time for civic responsibilities – such as
serving as a member of the Honor
Guard, and working in the local township government (serving on the Helena
Township Board of Supervisors since
1989). With Scott County statewide
first-place rank for growth, he has seen
a lot of change — not only in the County
as a whole, but in his own neck of the
woods. He enjoys working with his fellow township supervisors and the local
residents. Members of the St. Benedict
Catholic Church, Duane and his wife
Karri – who have been married since
1975 — have six children (daughter,
Kelly, age 26 — who just happened to
be born on the 100th anniversary of the
family farm – Matt, age 23; Hannah, age
19; Sarah, age 17; Jaime, age 14; and
the youngest, Mandi, age 12). All of the
Deutsch children grew up helping out
on the farm and everyone did their share
to make the farm profitable and prosperous.
The Deutschs have shown their
neighbors, friends, and the entire County
that one person (rather, one family) can
make a difference; that is why the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
Board of Supervisors wish to congratulate Duane Deutsch for his conservation
efforts and are proud to add his name to
the list of Scott County Conservation
Cooperators.
Duane Deutsch and family will be
the honored guests of the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District at the 2004
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts annual convention in Duluth this December.

Scott SCENE now online
Looking for some information that you saw in the Scott
SCENE, but you can’t find your printed copy? Or was
there information you’d like to pass on to a friend,
co-worker, or family member?
The Scott SCENE can now be viewed online through a link
on the Scott County homepage:
www.co.scott.mn.us
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News from the Scott
County Library System…
by the numbers!
Wow! Over 5000 kids participated
in Scott County Library’s Summer Reading Program this year, and increase of
14 percent over 2003. Here’s a few fun
facts from our busy summer!
♦ Preschool participants read over
36,705 library books.
♦ Participants in the School Age
program turned in an average of 277
reading bookmarks a day, reading more
than 28,000 hours over the nine weeks
of the program.
♦ Teen participants read a total of
375,900 minutes.
♦ Nearly 30,000 reading incentives and prizes were given away to the
5267 participants.
No wonder we thought it was busy
in the libraries this summer! Our thanks
to the kids, the parents, the staff, the teen
volunteers, the Friends of the Library,
and the businesses who made it all possible.
And speaking of numbers (based on
our 2003 statistics), the value of the li-

brary system (assuming that you would
have had to pay to purchase the books,
magazines, rent the videos and DVDs,
pay for activities, and rent time on the
computer) to the citizens of Scott County
is at least $8,000,000. (Of course, this
is a rather conservative estimate — the
value of items that are used in the library
each year are almost incalculable.)
In addition to the amazing value of
our materials, libraries are also community gathering places. It would be pretty
difficult to assess the value of the meeting rooms to the organizations and
people who used the rooms 1755 times
in our branch libraries in 2003. Furthermore, it’s fairly hard to determine the
value of the library as a community resource with information on local history,
current politics, and tax forms… not to
mention specialized programs such as
child immunizations and fingerprinting
services. And finally, there’s the incredible value of a quiet place to eat lunch,
read the paper, complete research on
your family tree, or to study and work.

The next time you use your library, remember: libraries can be a bigger
bargain than Sam’s Club or IKEA. And the more you use them, the bigger
the bargain for you!
The Value of Services Used at the Scott County Library System in 2003
Library Services

Value of Services
(estimated)

725,898

Books borrowed

$7,222,685

2,820

Interlibrary loans

$70,500

1,755

Meeting room, use per hour

$87,750

8,071

Adult programs attended

$121,065

20,769

Children’s programs attended

$124,614

2,366

Hours of computer use, e.g., internet and MS Word

$28,392

51,000

Reference questions asked (and answered!)

$357,000

Total Estimated Value

$8,012,006

Copyright: Massachusetts Library Association (MLA) 2004

Sandcastles helps children deal with parents’ divorce.

Sandcastles: Helping kids
of divorce/separation
The end of a marriage is undeniably painful for everyone involved. Yet often,
the youngest members of the family suffer in silence and are in chaos. But programs such as Sandcastles (for youth ages 6 to 12) are trying to help kids emerge
from this often confusing and difficult time stronger and happier.
Sandcastles, a nationwide program which began in the “south of the river”
area over five years ago, uses age-appropriate activities to help kids develop new
skills, realize that they’re not alone, understand that their feelings are normal, and
gain a better understanding of the reality of divorce. Each child receives a workbook, which he or she completes anonymously. Kids are invited to draw pictures,
write poems, compose letters, answer questions about their experience, and more.
Past participants in this 4-hour (two-part) program have frequently discovered a
newfound sense of confidence, hope, and community.
Parents can join the children during the last ½ hour of the program for the
closing activities, but may also stay for an informational video or visiting with
other parents. The deadline for this year’s registration is Nov. 1, 2004.
What:
Why:
Where:

The Sandcastles Program
Kids in Transition: Helping the Children of Divorce Rebuild
Church of St. Michael (Education Center)
16280 Duluth Avenue SE, Prior Lake
When:
November 6, 2004, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. (check in at 9:15),
and part two on November 13, 2004, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
How much: The cost is $10 per child
For more information: Please contact Jean Cody at (952) 447-8525

Let’s talk turkey
Oil for deep fryers can be reused, then properly disposed
Many people have called the Scott
County Environmental Health Department, wondering how they should dispose of used vegetable oil from their
turkey fryers. These large fryers typically use several gallons of oil, so they
do create a fair amount of waste oil.
Later in this article, we will present a
few different options for disposing of
your used vegetable cooking oil. However, first let’s talk a little turkey. Because of the expense involved in purchasing the required amount of oil,
people who own a turkey fryer frequently want to know if they can reuse
the oil after it has been used to fry a turkey. The simple answer to that question
is yes! Through a bit of research, we
have discovered that people will often
use the same oil to cook turkeys for
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Years day. An often-recommended technique for preserving your oil is as follows:
♦ After you have fried your turkey, allow the oil to cool before handling.
♦ Filter out large particles by
pouring through a sieve.

♦ Return the oil to the fry pot and
fry some sliced potatoes (about 2 lbs).
♦ Remove the potatoes and eat
them (yum!).
♦ Cool the oil.
♦ Store it in a closed container in
a cool, dark location.
♦ Expected storage life of used
oil: up to a maximum of six months, with
multiple uses possible.
Apparently, frying potatoes in your
oil before storage helps to clear the oil,
because the potato starch binds the small
crispy particles that are in the oil. This
is an old trick that seems to be highly
recommended. When attempting to
store and reuse your oil, be aware that
as your oil begins to turn a darker color
or emit a rancid odor, it has likely
reached the end of its useful lifespan.
Whenever you use your turkey fryer,
always keep safety as a top priority!
Turkey fryers can be very dangerous.
Many units can easily tip over, thus spilling the five gallons of hot oil that were
in the cooking pot. If the cooking pot is
overfilled with oil, some of that hot oil
may spill out of the unit when the tur-

key is placed into it. The spilled oil may
hit the burner or flames, causing a fire
that could engulf the entire unit. When
partially frozen turkeys are placed into
the fryer, they can cause hot oil to spill
or splatter. This too, may result in an
extensive fire. Most fryers do not have
any thermostat controls, so the units have
the potential to overheat the oil and cause
a flash fire. The sides of the cooking
pot, including the lid and pot handles,
can get dangerously hot and create severe burn hazards.
When it is time to dispose of your
used cooking oil, here are a couple of
thoughts for you to consider. It is not
recommended that you put your cooking oil in the trash because even with
the seals in the garbage trucks they find
it difficult to contain a high volume of
liquid. It is also not recommended that
you dump large quantities of cooking oil
down the drain. If you have a septic
system this could damage your system.
It could also clog your sewer pipes.
Endress Processing, located in
Rosemount, is willing to accept cooking oil from the general public. They
prefer that the cooking oil be delivered

in plastic containers – i.e., empty plastic milk jug. They can be reached at
(651) 438-3113 if you would like further information. Also, Matt Rohls of
Endress indicated that his company picks
up cooking oil at area restaurants at least
one time per month. Endress provides
those restaurants with 55-gallon drums,
and then charges $55 a month for a pick
up (regardless whether there is one drum
full of cooking oil or ten drums of cooking oil). You can check with an area restaurant to see if they would accept your
used cooking oil.
Scott County will also accept your
used cooking oil at our Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility which is
located on State Highway 282 (approximately ¼ mile west from the intersection of Hwy 282, TH 13, and County
Rd 17). The HHW Facility is open on
Wednesdays from 12-6 p.m. and Saturdays from 8-12 p.m., throughout the year
(except near holidays). When bringing
any type of oil to the HHW Facility, remember that their maximum container
size for any type of oil is 2 ½ gallons.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Protect your family
from carbon monoxide
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless gas that interferes with the
delivery of oxygen throughout the body.
It is nicknamed “the silent killer,” and it
is the number one cause of poisoning in
America. At high concentrations it can
cause unconsciousness and even death
in a short period of time. Moderate levels of carbon monoxide can cause severe headaches, dizziness, nausea, feelings of weakness or fatigue, and mental
confusion. A person can die from exposure to moderate levels, if the exposure
persists. Exposure to lower concentrations can cause a mild headache, mild
nausea, a shortness of breath, wheezing
and bronchial constriction, or a persistent cough. Since the symptoms of CO
poisoning can often mimic those of the
flu, food poisoning, and other illnesses,
families should consider purchasing a
carbon monoxide detector for use in
their homes. A national testing agency
such as Consumers Union (publisher of
Consumer Reports magazine), the
American Gas Association, and Underwriters Laboratories (UL) can help you
make an informed decision. It is recommended that any CO detector that you
purchase should conform to UL Standard 2034.
Carbon monoxide is a by-product
of incomplete combustion. It can be introduced into a home through the use of
unvented fuel-burning space heaters, as
well as improperly installed or maintained furnaces (including flues and
chimneys), gas water heaters, gas clothes
dryers, and gas cooking stoves and
ranges. That is why you should have
your furnace inspected on a regular basis, and repaired or replaced when necessary. Combustion appliances and
kitchen exhaust fans should be vented
to the outside of the home, and charcoal
should never be burned indoors. In addition, proper ventilation should always
be provided when allowing any vehicle
to run for extended periods of time in
your garage.
According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), if your CO detector alarm goes off, you should first
check to see if any member of your
household is experiencing symptoms of
CO poisoning. If they are, get everyone
out of the house immediately. Seek
prompt medical attention, and be sure
to tell the doctor that you suspect CO
poisoning. If no one is exhibiting symptoms, ventilate the home with fresh air
and turn off all potential sources of CO.
Have a qualified technician inspect your
fuel-burning appliances and chimney to
make sure that they are operating correctly. Continue to ventilate your home,
and do not restart the appliances until
the problem is corrected. Remember,
prevention and proper maintenance are
the keys to avoiding carbon monoxide
poisoning in your home.
Carbon monoxide detectors are very
valuable, and they can protect your family by letting you know there is a problem in your home. However, the question is often asked: how many detectors
do you need in your home? The Consumer Product Safety Commission rec-

Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Trade agreements affect local
environmental standards

ommends that a detector be placed on
each floor of a residence. At a minimum,
a single detector should be placed on
each sleeping floor, with an additional
detector in the area of any major gasburning appliances (such as a furnace or
water heater). Installation in these areas
ensures rapid detection of any potentially
malfunctioning appliances and the ability to hear the alarm from all sleeping
areas. Consult the manufacturer’s installation instructions for proper placement
of a detector within a given area. In general, carbon monoxide detectors should
be placed high (near the ceiling) for most
effective operation.
Remember these important safety
tips this winter:
♦ An annual checkup of all combustion appliances is recommended. You
can contact your local gas company, or
a furnace repair shop in your area.
♦ An annual checkup of all venting systems in the home is also recommended.
♦ All gas appliances must have
adequate ventilation so that CO will not
accumulate.
♦ Chimney vents often become
blocked by debris, causing a buildup of
CO. They should be checked regularly.
♦ Makeshift patches on vent pipes
can lead to an accumulation of CO and,
therefore, should be avoided.
♦ In-room vent pipes should be on
a slight incline as they go toward the exterior. This will reduce leaking of toxic
gases if the joints or pipes are improperly fitted.
♦ Using a gas range or stove for
heating can result in the accumulation
of CO.
♦ The use of barbecue grills indoors will quickly result in dangerous
levels of CO.
♦ Burning charcoal (of any kind)
gives off CO.
♦ Using a gas camp stove for heating the home, cabin, or camper can result in the accumulation of CO.
♦ Never run your car, snow
blower, or lawnmower in a garage unless the outside door is open to provide
ventilation.
♦ Doors connecting a garage and
house should be kept closed when the
vehicle is running.
♦ Buy equipment carrying the seal
of a national testing agency. Otherwise,
you may get poorly designed equipment,
which may soon result in the production
of CO.
With over 200 deaths per year in the
United States alone, and an additional
5,000 injuries, CO poisoning is a danger that we should all be aware of. Your
family’s life may depend on it!

Historical Society
sity. “I enjoy Scott County so much,”
Klehr said. “I’m excited about its history, its growth, and its potential in creating a new society. The County has
made great strides already. What’s more,
there’s already great staff and a great net-
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work of volunteers already here.”
You can visit Kathleen – and learn
all about Scott County – Tuesday
through Saturday at the Scott County
Historical Society (235 S. Fuller Street,
Shakopee).

The other day, I was talking to one of our citizen Solid Waste Advisory Committee members on the phone. He called with another good idea. Working with
advisory committees over the years has always been educational and rewarding. I
have found that involving citizens, businesses, and local officials in plan development and ordinance drafting results in better environmental regulations and programs. I’m proud of the work Scott County does in involving people in local
decisions. However, our world is becoming increasingly global – and decisions
made at a national and international level can have significant impacts on the local
environment.
Air pollution from neighboring countries can affect the local environment, as
can contamination of food grown in countries with lower environmental standards
and imported for our consumption. Free trade agreements – which are negotiated
without direct input from state or local governments – have aroused the interest
and concern of many intelligent and passionate people on both sides of the issue.
While they have been controversial for a number of reasons, local environmental
protection laws are frequently mentioned.
Some of the terms of the current agreements (North American Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA], Central American Free Trade Agreement [CAFTA], and the Free
Trade Area of the Americas [FTAA]) present concern for the environmental community. For example, NAFTA and CAFTA grant foreign corporations the right to
sue the U.S. government for both actual and anticipated profit losses due to state
and local governmental regulations. In one instance, in response to a California
ban of MTBE (a gasoline additive that contaminated drinking water throughout
that state), a Canadian corporation sued the U.S. in a NAFTA tribunal for $970
million or a repeal of the ban. Under NAFTA rules, member national governments
must either pay the damages in sanctions or require local government compliance.
Similarly, under trade rules, state and local governments have no direct impact
on decisions regarding community development, government purchasing, public
health and safety, foreign ownership, or investment. And local and state government decisions, including those regarding environmental protection, can be challenged under procurement rules in trade agreements. Certainly, there are obvious
beneficial aspects for involved countries in these trade agreements, as has been
outlined in a recent series of articles in the Star Tribune. But as with any governmental decisions, I believe that more involvement in a decisionmaking process
will result in better agreements for all concerned. For more information on this
issue, see: www.citizenstrade.org.

Absentee voting?
When do you need an absentee ballot?
• If you are absent from your precinct on election day;
• If you have an illness or disability that prevents you from
going to your precinct;
• Because of your religious discipline or observance of
religious holiday; or
• If you are serving as election judge in another precinct.
If you are in need of an absentee ballot for the upcoming
General Election (November 2, 2004), an application may be
obtained from the Scott County website www.co.scott.mn.us
or by calling Scott County Elections at (952) 496-8560. Voters may also come to the Government Center between October 1 and November 1, 2004 to vote by absentee if they will
be unable to vote on election day.

Not sure where to vote?
Check the precinct voting map on Pages 8 and 9 of this
issue of the SCENE. If the location of your home isn’t clearly
defined, call Scott County Elections at (952) 496-8560 or visit
the website for the Minnesota Secretary of State, type in your
address, and your polling location will be indicated. The address for the website is:
www.sos.state.mn.us.
There is also a link from Scott County’s home page:
www.co.scott.mn.us
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Identity theft in your own back yard
By Susan Hooper, Regional Extension Educator

Identity theft is a silent stalker that can sneak up on you. You may not know
you have a problem for a long time, but when you apply for a car or home loan,
you discover your credit rating has been badly damaged and you are either denied
credit or charged high interest rates.
Identity theft happens when someone steals your personal information and
uses your information to obtain goods or money. Think it can’t happen to you?
On a Sunday morning in August, I spoke to an adult church group about identity
theft. One in four of those attending had experienced some sort of problem because their information had been used by another person!
Safeguard your information
* Mail sensitive materials at a postal box, not an unlocked mailbox at home.
* Tear up unused credit card “checks for cash” that come in offers so that no
one can use them.
* Guard your bank card PIN number, and don’t let someone read it over your
shoulder.
* Remove credit cards and any other unnecessary cards from your billfold.
Store them safely at home.
* Don’t give out your Social Security number or other personal information to
anyone who calls or e-mails, unless you initiated the conversation and know the
person with whom you are sharing it.
* Don’t respond to e-mail messages you don’t recognize.
* Carefully check bank statements and credit card statements for transactions
you didn’t make. (Don’t put this off!)
* Order an annual credit report and carefully check the accuracy of the information.
* If you think you have been “robbed” of your identity, notify the police and
the credit bureau immediately.
If you have a group who would like more information on identity theft, contact Susan Hooper at the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410. Hooper
is also available for group education on basic personal financial management, credit
and debt issues, or financial conversations within families.

Classes offered on identity
theft, distributing inheritance
Identity Theft: Protecting Your Future
Identity theft can destroy your future. Employers, lenders, and stores
all may use your credit report to judge your character. Learn how to protect
yourself. Be aware of how identity thieves gather your personal information. And know what actions to take if you think you have been a victim of
identity theft.
Wednesday, Nov. 3
6:30-8:00 p.m.
One session $15.00

Prior Lake High School
Room: 127

Presented by Susan Hooper, Regional Extension Educator with the
Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service.
Call Prior Lake/Savage Community Education at (952) 440-2934 to
register.

Who Get’s Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate?
Every family comes to a time
where a loved one’s belongings need
to be transferred. Families seem to
either draw together or really splinter
if the distribution of items doesn’t
seem fair to all. Learn six factors to
consider as you decide how to distribute goods. Understand that objects
created different emotional reactions
for different family members. And
learn how to manage conflicts if they
arise. Cost of supplies ($3) included
in tuition.
Monday, Oct. 25
6:15-8:30 p.m.
One session $15.00

Prior Lake High School
Room: 127

Presented by Susan Hooper, Regional Extension Educator with the
Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service.
Call Prior Lake/Savage Community Education at (952) 440-2934 to
register.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty visited The Lutheran Home Campus in Belle Plaine in late
August to discuss health care for individuals with disabilities. While he was
in Belle Plaine, Jim Lange (at left) a member of the Belle Plaine City Council,
and Gerry Meyer, a tri-chair of the Belle Plaine Baseball Association,
presented the governor with a 2004 State Amateur Baseball Tournament tshirt. Belle Plaine and Jordan were co-hosts of the tournament.

Governor, legislators visit
Lutheran Home Campus
In late August, Governor Tim
Pawlenty and area legislators made an
unexpected visit to The Lutheran Home
Campus. For the second consecutive
year, all of Scott County’s nursing homes
have had their reimbursement rates from
the state frozen at the 2002 level; as such,
many organizations in Scott County
which provide services for people with
developmental disabilities have also received rate freezes and cuts. Intermediate care facilities licensed for seven or
more individuals, such as The Lutheran
Home: Hope Residence, have experienced difficulties due to a rate cost shift
from the state to individual counties.
This 10 percent cost shift went into effect this past July 1st. These freezes and
cuts have affected all nursing homes and
organizations for persons with developmental disabilities state-wide.
Many staff members from nursing
homes and services caring for people
with developmental disabilities throughout Minnesota have been working the
past two legislative sessions to bring
these challenges to the forefront. This
visit was the result of a united effort by
many to help make the governor aware
of the challenges in Belle Plaine and
throughout the state.
While the visit was not lengthy or
scheduled, the governor was very
pleased to see the large turn out of
residents, staff, and community
members. The governor greeted and
visited with each person who had
come to see him. A number of
residents and team members from
the nursing home and the Hope
Residence, which cares for adults
with developmental disabilities on
the campus, were present.

“It is wonderful to see so many caring, committed staff here this evening. I
want you to know that I and everyone in

Minnesota appreciate the work you are
doing to care for these nursing home and
Hope facility residents. Your excellent
hard work allows these residents to experience a quality of life that they so deserve. I remain committed to doing all I
can to support your work,” Governor
Pawlenty said in a short address to the
residents and staff.
Michael Klatt, President and CEO
of The Lutheran Home Association said
he was thrilled to have the governor and
legislators visit the facility. “Many of our
staff members had the opportunity to
visit with the Governor,” Klatt said.
“They were able to tell the Governor
about things that our homes are doing
that work especially well, and also tell
him about challenges facing caregivers
who love the work they do every day. I
know Governor Pawlenty appreciated
hearing from individual staff members
about their work.” As the evening concluded, the governor was given a 2004
Minnesota State Amateur Baseball commemorative t-shirt.
As Gov. Pawlenty left The Lutheran
Home, he encountered a group of boys
outside the front entrance with their bicycles. The boys had seen all of the cars
and had come over to see what was happening. The group had no idea who was
about to come out of the front door. The
boys recognized the governor, and they
began talking with him. Gov. Pawlenty
then asked one of them if he could borrow a bicycle for a ride. A young man
agreed, and a group of approximately
ten boys went for a short bicycle ride
with the Governor of Minnesota. As
Pawlenty drove away, the excited bicyclists could be heard chanting, “We just
rode bikes with the governor!” as they
rode home.

New Options seeks volunteers
New Options is a great opportunity to work with adults
who have disabilities.
Read a book...share musical abilities... help with work
projects... share lunch together... play ball... give high fives...
play games... leave with smiles!
Interested? Call New Options at
(952) 403-7979

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

October/November 2004 Scott County SCENE Page 7

Public Health News and Updates

Shortage of flu vaccine delays clinics
Scott County Public Health, in conjunction with Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH), is currently assessing the
flu vaccine availability in our County.
Because of the suspension of shipment
of vaccine from one of the two suppliers of flu vaccine to the United States,
new recommendations have been released from MDH regarding how the
limited supply of vaccine can best be
used to protect those persons at highest risk of complications from the flu.
All providers of flu vaccine have been
asked to abide by these recommendations.
Healthy persons are being asked to
forego their usual vaccination so that the
vaccine can be used for those in the high
risk group. Employers have been asked
to cancel regular clinics for well employees who do not meet the recommendations. Scott County expects to be holding clinics for these high risk individuals, but dates and times have not been
determined at this time, and are dependent upon receiving confirmed shipment
of vaccine from the remaining supplier.
Watch the Scott County website
(www.co.scott.mn.us) for updates.
Some things to keep in mind:

• Production and distribution
of the flu vaccine are handled in the
private sector, so public health agen-

cies do not monitor or control the distribution of vaccine.

• The Minnesota Department of
Health is working with health care
providers and local health agencies
statewide to assess the impact — here
in Minnesota – of withdrawing the
Chiron vaccine from distribution.
• No flu activity has been reported in Minnesota as yet, and we
don’t usually see our first flu cases
until after November 1.
• Public health agencies do not
have the legal authority to “ration”
the flu vaccine. However, we will be
asking health care providers and
members of the public to help us conserve the vaccine we have available, so
we can vaccinate those who need it
most. That means people who are at
high risk for serious complications if
they get the flu.
• We are asking some people—
including most healthy adults—to
forgo their annual flu shot this year. We
want to conserve the available vaccine
so we have enough to protect people
who may be at greater risk.
These are the people who are recommended to receive flu shots this year:

• People living in nursing
homes and other long term care facilities
• People 65 years of age or
older
• People with chronic health
problems (ask your doctor in this applies to you)
• Pregnant women
• Children and teenagers who
take aspirin on a regular basis
• Infants 6 to 23 months of age
• Only those health care workers who provide direct face-to-face
patient care for the majority of the day,
or for extended periods of time.
• People who live in the same
household with children under six
months of age—or who provide care
to children under six months of age
outside the home
Remember there are other steps
you can take — besides getting vaccinated — to protect yourself and others
from getting the flu (see the related
“Cover Your Cough” feature for more
information).
For more information, see the Scott
County website at www.co.scott.mn.us
or the Minnesota Department of Health
website at www.mdhflu.com. If you do
not have internet access, call Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555.

Cover your cough, wash your hands
to prevent spread of illnesses
The Minnesota Department of
Health and Scott County Public
Health remind everyone to Cover
Your Cough! Why? Because serious respiratory illnesses like influenza, respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV), whooping cough and Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) are spread by coughing,
sneezing, and unclean hands.
How can you help others stay
healthy? If you’re already sick:
♦ Cover your nose and mouth
with a tissue every time you cough
or sneeze. Throw the used tissue in
a waste basket.
♦ If you don’t have a tissue,
sneeze or cough into your sleeve.
♦ After coughing or sneezing,
always clean your hands with soap
and water or an alcohol-based hand
cleaner.
♦ Stay home when you are

sick.
♦ Do not share eating utensils,
drinking glasses, towels, or other personal items.
How can you keep yourself
healthy?

♦ Clean your hands often with
soap and water or an alcohol-based
hand cleaner.
♦ Avoid touching your eyes,
nose, and mouth.
♦ Avoid close contact with
people who are sick, if possible.

Wasps and bees a problem in fall
Wasps and bees are beneficial insects, although they are generally considered to be pests because of their ability to sting. Wasps, in particular, can
become a problem in autumn when they
may interfere with many outdoor activities.
Yellowjackets, baldfaced hornets,
and paper wasps nest in quiet, out-ofthe-way places. Unfortunately, in urban
areas, this may conflict with people and
their interests. During late summer and
fall, yellowjackets become aggressive
scavengers and frequently disrupt outside activities where food or drink is
served. Control of scavenging wasps is

difficult; there are no insecticides that
effectively repel or discourage them.
The best strategy is to minimize attracting them. Wait to serve food and
drink until people are ready to eat,
promptly put the food away when you’re
done, and throw any garbage into a container with a tightly fitting lid. Make
certain to examine glasses, cans, and
other containers before drinking from
them to check for wasps that may have
flown inside. If a wasp flies to your food,
wait for it to fly away or gently brush it
away. If only a few yellowjackets are
bothering your activity, ignoring them
or capturing them with a net and crush-

ing them may be sufficient. Traps may
catch a considerable number of wasps,
but not enough are captured to noticeably reduce the wasp population in the
fall.
For more information about wasp
and bee control, call the University of
Minnesota Extension Service in Scott
County at (952) 492-5410 or visit
Extension’s website at www.extension.
umn.edu.
(Adapted from “Wasp and Bee Control” by Jeffrey Hahn, University of
Minnesota Extension Service, Phil
Pellitteri, University of Wisconsin, and
Donald Lewis, Iowa State University)

Avoid
exposure
to lead
Ingesting lead isn’t good for anyone,
but it is especially dangerous for young
children and pregnant women. Compared with an adult, a child’s brain and
nervous system are much more sensitive
to the damaging effects of lead. In fact,
exposure to lead can even harm a baby
while he or she is still in the mother’s
womb.
Are you concerned that there might
be lead hazards in your home? You can
hire a certified professional to make that
determination. Would you like to check
out your home yourself? According to
the Mayo Clinic, here are some potential sources of lead that might be found
in your home:
♦ Look for areas that were painted
before 1978, because they could contain
lead paint. Be aware if these areas are
peeling, chipping, or cracking, or if they
get a lot of wear and tear. These areas
might include windowsills, doors, or
stair.
♦ Foods and liquids that are stored
in lead crystal or lead-glazed pottery or
porcelain can absorb lead from those
containers.
♦ Old painted toys, furniture, or
outdoor play equipment can contain lead
paint.
♦ Some hobby and craft supplies
(such as stained glass solder and materials used for making pottery) can contain lead.
♦ Clothing that is covered with
work-related dust can bring lead into
your home.
♦ Dust and debris from remodeling projects in older homes can contain
lead.
♦ Soil outside your home may
have been contaminated with old lead
paint or leaded gasoline.
♦ Plumbing pipes or solder can
contain lead.
If your home is found to contain lead
hazards, hire a certified lead abatement
contractor to eliminate those hazards.
Never remove lead-based paint yourself.
For more information, visit the Mayo
Clinic web site at www.MayoClinic.com
and search for “lead hazards.”

Recycle your
old phone
books
Any day now, you will be receiving your new 2004-2005 phone
books. So what should you do with
your old phone books? More and
more people recycle their old phone
books every year. New phone books
are usually printed on recycled directory-grade paper, often containing around 50 percent post-consumer content. This is a positive
trend!
Most local garbage haulers will
now take your old telephone books,
along with your newspapers, magazines, and other papers, when deposited in your curbside recycling bins.
You can also bring your phone
books and other recyclable materials to Buckingham Recycling Center in Prior Lake. If you have any
questions about recycling your old
phone books, please contact your
garbage hauler for more information
on their recycling policy.
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Household hazardous waste is
recycled, reused, incinerated
When residents arrive at the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility, they often have
a question or two. Many ask about what happens to
the hazardous waste they they bring into the HHW Facility. Most are also surprised that there is no charge
for them to drop off their HHW, and they are curious
as to how much it costs the county to manage that waste.
Here are some general answers to those questions:

crayons, bubble gum, dishwashing liquids, deodorant,
eyeglasses, tires, ammonia, and heart valves, for example). Fuel blending helps save our petroleum for
creating those other important products.
You can help keep Scott County’s HHW management costs lower by storing your excess paints and
other products in a proper fashion. Buy only as much
of these products as you need for your project. If you

Type of waste

Disposal Method

Estimated Cost

Latex paint

Recycled and reprocessed into latex
caulk, other latex products, or
various building materials

$5.00 per gallon

Aerosol paint and products

Cans are punctured and drained,
then the contents are fuel-blended
and the cans recycled

$1.00 per can

Paint thinner, gasoline, and
other flammable solvents

Fuel blended

$1.50 per gallon

Oil-based paint

Fuel blended or incinerated

$9 per gallon

Pesticides

Incinerated

$10 per gallon

Drain cleaners, other corrosives

Incinerated or neutralized

$10 per gallon

Whenever possible, the materials that are brought
into the Scott County HHW Facility are recycled in
some way. One of the more interesting methods of reusing these materials involves mixing dried latex paint
and incinerator fly ash into concrete. This process creates lightweight concrete blocks for construction that
are actually quite strong and durable. As noted in the
table above, the process of fuel blending is often used
for managing flammable liquids. This process involves
mixing assorted flammable liquids (oil-based paints,
paint thinners, used gasoline and kerosene, etc.) in large
tanks, and burning them at various industrial furnaces
when heat and/or energy are needed in their industrial
processes. Petroleum is literally too precious to burn
unnecessarily, as thousands of products that we need
and use every day are made from petroleum (such as
countless pharmaceutical drugs, various plastics, inks,

have extra products left over when your project is complete, be sure to prevent those materials from freezing
as they are stored. By protecting your items from freezing, you are keeping them in good usable condition -which will allow them to be given away in our REUSE Room. This provides good products to residents
at no charge, and saves taxpayers from paying for unnecessary disposal. If you have empty paint cans or
other containers, or latex paint cans in which the contents have dried, those can simply be thrown out with
your regular household trash. Avoid mixing your materials before you bring them to the HHW Facility, as
mixed wastes are often much more expensive to manage.
For more information, visit our web page at
www.co.scott.mn.us and click on “Quick Links,” and
then “Household Hazardous Waste.”

A youngster visited the cows at the Lenzmeier Dairy Farm.

Protect your
septic system
David came home from work one summer day and
was surprised to find brown, swampy puddles in his
front yard. As he puzzled over the smelly brown ooze,
his neighbor strolled over and identified the problem:
“It looks like your septic system died.”
Until that day, David never knew that a septic system could “die.” He thought of his septic system as
simply an underground tank that made his wastewater
disappear. He called a local septic contractor to assess
the situation. The diagnosis: His drainfield was clogged
with latex paint residue from cleaning brushes and
roller pads after a recent painting project. The solution: Replace the entire drainfield...at a cost of just
over $12,000.
While city dwellers are connected to a public sewer
and simply flush and forget about it, residents living
outside of the reach of municipal sewage systems are
required to have their own wastewater treatment system (a septic system). And septic systems can fail. According to a septic professional, “a septic system is
more than a disposal system -- it’s a living ecosystem.
You wouldn’t feed your family or your pet something
they couldn’t digest, nor would you give them more
than they could eat or drink at one sitting. Yet we do
that to our septic systems all the time, and then we
wonder why they suffer from backups, clogs, and premature failure.” To get the maximum life from your
septic system, you should install the proper system in
an appropriate place and monitor what goes into it.
When a septic system fails, disease-causing organisms and toxic chemicals can migrate into groundwater sources. A faulty system can leach nitrogen nutrients from urine into drinking water, causing a variety
of problems. When ingested, nitrogen interferes with
the blood’s ability to carry oxygen, a condition know
as methemoglobinemia, or “blue baby syndrome,”
which can be fatal to infants. Nutrients also can make
their way into surface waters such as lakes and streams,
resulting in excessive growth of plants. As the plants
die and decompose, they consume oxygen in the water, further choking off other aquatic life. If untreated
sewage finds its way to the soil surface, there is a high
likelihood that illness or disease will be spread. Because of this, if you have a failing septic system, you
SEPTIC SYSTEMS to next page

Rahr Malting employees and retirees led groups on a tour of the malt plant.

Over 800 attend Annual City to Country Tour
The weather was perfect, the hosts
were delightful, and the sixth annual
Scott County City to Country Tour (held
on September 25) was a rousing success!
This fun and educational community
event included over 850 visitors, numerous volunteers, more than 25 local sponsors, four outstanding host sites, and a
lot of hard work. Each site laid out its
own activities and themes for families
and other visitors to enjoy, and learn
about agriculture in Scott County. The
event was co-hosted by the University
of Minnesota Extension Service (Scott
County) and the Scott County Historical Society/Stans Museum.
The Lenzmeier Dairy Farm had opportunities for visitors to learn about

every aspect of the farm, from feeding
dairy cows and caring for sheep to operating machinery and storing grain. In
addition, Lenzmeier’s farm featured
educational booths to inform visitors
about bio-diesel and E85 gasoline, soybean production, Youth Teaching Youth
programming, 4-H activities, the soil and
water conservation program, and literature from Farm Bureau for folks moving from the city into the country.
The Rahr Malting Company pulled
out all the stops to give visitors an allaccess look into barley malting and processing. Over 50 employees and retirees of Rahr led and coordinated guided
tours for visitors. They had educational
and historical displays to tell the story

of the company, as well as activities for
kids such as seed art and grain sifting.
Sailer’s Greenhouse did a wonderful job of attracting visitors by showcasing their beautiful mums along with
other fall flowers and products. They
spent a great deal of time educating the
public on how the greenhouse works,
how mums are grown, and how just a
few people can take care of thousands
of plants! Scott/Carver County Master
Gardeners were also on hand to answer
questions as visitors toured the site.
The Scott County Historical Society and the 1908 Stans House was a hot
spot for visitors wondering about the
history of Scott County. They offered
free admission to the museum as well

as a guided tour through the 1908 Stans
house. Visitors had the opportunity to
experience what life was like for an average family during that time period.
The Scott County Extension office
wishes to thank the numerous sponsors
and volunteers for their generous support of the tour. We hope to continue
the tour in the future, and will be able to
do so with continued community support. Please share details of the City to
Country Tour with others, and encourage them to get involved! And if you
would like to be part of the planning
committee for next year’s tour, please
contact the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410 – we’ll be happy
to give you more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

October/November 2004 Scott County SCENE Page 11

How good are after-school programs for kids?
Impact on kids depends upon quality, participation levels
Just keeping kids “busy” after
school isn’t enough. And neither is just
keeping them out of trouble, as important as that is. How we tie it all together
in a quality package defines the difference between programs that make a difference and those that don’t.
Research related to best practices in
after-school programming indicates that
participation levels and a quality program environment have the greatest impact on kids. Here are two examples representing opposite practices:
♦ Some local business people volunteer to spend time with a group of kids
after school, every day, to teach business skills through bicycle repair. Funds
raised are donated to charity. The program has been going for five years.
♦ Each year, a local organization
sponsors a speech contest for kids in the
community. The topic is chosen for the
kids. After being judged, they receive a
ribbon and the winner wins a $100 savings bond.
These are two examples of afterschool programs in a community that

differ greatly in participation and quality. The first is high quality and has frequent opportunities for participation.
The second example is the opposite.
Participation is about “how much,”
and the Harvard Family Research project
tells us to think of participation in terms
of intensity, duration, and breadth. Intensity is the amount of time youth participate in a program during a given period and is measured in hours per day,
days per week, and weeks per year.
Duration relates to the history of
participation—the number of years
youth participate. Two youth may participate with the same intensity (three
days per week), but for different durations (one year versus five years).
Breadth is about variety and refers
to whether participation is focused on
one or more types of activities. For example, many out-of-school programs
build breadth by offering youth a variety of activities (projects, sports, dance).
Other programs specialize in one type
of activity, such as sports.
Usually, more intensity, duration,

Cloverbuds 4-H for kids in kindergarten - 3rd grade
Kids all over Minnesota learn,
grow, and have fun in the 4-H
Cloverbud program. It is designed especially for kids in kindergarten
through third grade.
Young children have a special way
of learning. The 4-H Cloverbuds program:
♦... appeals to a child’s natural curiosity, high energy level, and active
learning style.
♦... lets kids try new things, learn
new skills, and express themselves.
♦... promotes creativity and discovery without emphasis on competition.
♦... helps kids develop skills that
build confidence and positive self-esteem.
The 4-H Cloverbud program features fun, age-appropriate activities;
focuses on cooperation, not competition; and provides familyand community involvement.
4-H welcomes boys and girls in
grades kindergarten through third

grade from all backgrounds into
Cloverbuds. The entire family can
join in projects and activities.
Some children in grade three may
be ready for 4-H project work. Third
grade youth can register for projects
with permission of their parents and
local University of Minnesota Extension staff.
The following Cloverbud activities will be held on Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. Snacks are provided.
♦ November 6, 2004 –
Dinosaurs
Prior Lake Library
♦ December 4, 2004 –
Cloverbud Holiday Fun
In Shakopee
♦ January 8, 2005 – Spiders
Prior Lake Library
Contact the Scott County office
of the University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5410 to
get your family involve in 4-H or to
register for Cloverbud programs.

Septic systems
will be required to repair or replace
your system, often for a price tag of
thousands of dollars.
So, be sure to take care of your septic system now, to avoid expensive repairs in the future! Be careful what you
flush into your septic system, and be sure
to have your septic tanks inspected and
pumped once every three years. For
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more information on your septic system,
visit the following websites:
www.co.scott.mn.us/xpedio/groups/
public/documents/web_files/
cs_csindividualsewageframe.hcsp or
www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/naturalresource/components/658304.html.

and breadth means better chances of
have a lasting impact even into adulthood. But we can have intensity, duration, and breadth and still not have a
quality program. Here are some key elements of quality programs from Networks for Youth Development:
♦ Caring and nurturing relationships. How will youth find oppor-

tunities to build quality relationships
with peers and at least one adult?
♦ Engaging activities. Are activities experience based? Will participants
find them interesting and challenging?
♦ High expectations. Does the
program focus on participant strengths?
Does it build the whole child and not
just address a problem the child is perceived as having?
♦ Opportunities for contributions. Will participants be able to govern and shape the program? Are there
opportunities in the program to contribute to the wider community?
♦ Continuity. How will participants find relationships, engaging activities, high expectations, and opportunities for contributions on a continuing
basis?
The bottom line: both participation
and a quality program environment are
keys to maximizing impact.
Source: Eric Vogel, Community
Youth Development Specialist with the
University of Minnesota Extension Service Regional Center, St. Cloud.

Worksites provide youth
with training, employment
Over a ten week period each summer, Scott County Employment and Training coordinates various work programs for youth ages 14 to 21 years. These young
participants work in public entities to not only earn money, but to gain skills, work
habits, and even academic credit. (Their feats are featured on Scott County’s website
under Summer Youth Programs!) The staff at Scott County are proud of the accomplishments of these youth, and would like to take this time to commend the
worksites and supervisors. Listed below are the worksites that participated in the
summer program.
Burnsville High School – District 191
Head Supervisor -- Hans Swemle; Job Coaches/Teachers -- Bev Goodling,
Debbie Larson, Jane Truehart, Mona Ruter, Robin Bloom.
Carver Scott Educational Cooperative
YouthBuild Staff: Gary Dohse, Suzanne Sherman, Paul Lidstrom, Terry
Gammell
Murphy’s Landing: Mary Jorrison, John Wabbe, Mike McLain
CAP Agency
Senior Nutrition Center, Edie Gibbs
Thrift Shop, Linda Shelton & her staff
Five Hawks Elementary: Mr. Tim Bell and Dawn Ryan
Prior Manor HUBS: Ralph Malz
Lakeville Schools
Stan Fredickson
Lakeville High School, Scott Dettmer
Oak Hills Elementary, Betty Toenyan
Orchard Lake Elementary, Ron Kes
Cherry View Elementary, Steve Brehm
New Prague District Office: Liz Bruzek
Savage Schools
Eagle Ridge Junior High, Glenn Simon
Marion Savage Elementary,
Norm Frederickson
Shakopee High School
Office, Deanna Boeckman
Maintenance, David Peticka
Scott County
Workforce Center Maintenance, Mike Lannon
Government Center Maintenance, Mark Koehnen
Historical Society, Megan Schaak & staff
Farm Service Agency, Tim Sonnek & Staff
Scott County Library System, Pat Mitton
Westwood Elementary: Irene Lietzan

The Lenzmeier family spent the day explaining their family’s dairy operation
during the Annual City to Country Tour held Sept. 25.

Thank you so much for your continuing support of the summer program and
the youth that participate.
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Tips offered to avoid traffic crashes
As the saying goes, “There are two seasons in Minnesota: winter and road
construction.” It seems we’ve been up to our bumpers in road construction, so that
must mean winter is almost upon us. When the first snowflakes of the season fall,
even experienced drivers find themselves sitting in road ditches wondering what
happened.
Accidents are unforeseen and unplanned events or circumstances. The Department of Public Safety uses the term “crash” instead of “accident,” because
traffic crashes can be prevented. Unfortunately, traffic crashes claimed 655 lives
in Minnesota last year alone. And property damage crashes represent 70 percent
of total crashes. As a rule, harsh winter weather results in more – albeit less severe
— traffic crashes. So, how can you avoid a traffic crash this winter?
Slow down. Speed is a major factor in many crashes. Driving too fast for the
condition of the road, weather, vehicle, or driver increases your chances of having
a crash. Ice, sleet, and snow can increase your stopping distance dramatically. On
top of it all, poor driving skills can make a crash situation almost impossible to
avoid.
Wear your seatbelt. Even though you might do an excellent job of recognizing a hazard suddenly appearing in front of you, realize there’s no time to stop, and
make an abrupt turn to the left, you may still find yourself thrown all the way to the
passenger side of the vehicle. Once you are thrown around in a vehicle, you are no
longer in control.
Stay away from other vehicles. Don’t tailgate, and don’t allow others to
tailgate you. If traffic conditions are light, try not to drive beside other vehicles. If
you’re not in heavy traffic, spread out. Before starting out at a green light, check
cross traffic first. Allowing a second or two to pass before you enter the intersection may save you from a broadside collision.
Check your mirrors frequently. Have an “out” in mind in case you need
one. In addition, all vehicles come from the factory with “blind spots” installed
free of charge. Know where yours are, and always check them before making a
lane change. You can’t check them with your mirrors – that’s why they’re called
blind spots. You have to turn around and look. Don’t ride in other vehicles’ blind
spots either. There are plenty of people and vehicles on the road who are just a
wreck looking for a place to happen.
Maintain your vehicle. Be sure the brakes, battery, tires, headlights, fluids,
windshield wipers and washers, and exhaust and cooling systems are all in working order. Throughout the winter, keep your gas tank at least ½ full to avoid gas
line freeze. If your car has been outside during a snowfall, brush all the snow off
before going on your way. Snow left on the front hood will blow into the vent and
cause defrosting problems. Snow on the roof will cover the rear window and snow
on the rear deck will blow onto your tail lights. For kicks, try cutting out two eye
holes in a paper bag and putting it over your head before you go out for a drive.
Sounds stupid and dangerous, right? Consider, then, those drivers who try to drive
down the road with a coffee cup size spot cleared off their frozen windshield.
All right, so you’ve done everything right, and the worst still happens. So,
what do you do if you are involved in a traffic crash?
• Stop. Pull out of the driving lane, if possible, onto the shoulder of the
roadway. Turn off the ignition to decrease the risk of fire.
• Protect yourself and the crash scene. Warn other drivers of danger with
emergency warning lights, flares, or a flashlight.
• Call the nearest law enforcement agency or dial 9-1-1. If someone in
the crash is injured or killed, you MUST call as quickly as possible.
• Provide assistance. If you are qualified, administer first aid. Otherwise,
do what you can to make injured persons comfortable. You are required by law to
provide a reasonable degree of assistance to crash victims.
• Exchange information. Provide your name, address, date of birth, and
your vehicle license plate number to other drivers involved in the crash and to any
law enforcement officer at the scene. You must also show your driver’s license, if
requested. In return, get the same information from the other drivers involved in
the crash, as well as information from any witnesses.
• Provide and obtain insurance information. If requested, furnish the
name and address of the insurance company that provides your vehicles’ liability
insurance and the name of your local insurance agent. This information must also
be given to a police officer investigating the crash. If you do not have this information with you, you must provide it within 72 hours.
• Property damage. If a crash results only in property damage, it is not
necessary to notify law enforcement. If your vehicle is disabled, have it towed as
soon as possible. If you damage property other than your vehicle (whether public
or private property), you MUST inform the property owner.
• File a traffic crash (accident) report. Every driver of a motor vehicle
involved in a crash that results in injury or death or total property damage of $1000
or more must forward a traffic crash report within ten days of the crash to the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services. The report
can be filed electronically or written. Failure to do so is a misdemeanor.
• Obtain a copy of the crash report. If the crash occurred in Scott County
and a Scott County deputy took the crash report, you can obtain a copy of the crash
from the Records Department at the Sheriff’s Office by calling (952) 496-8309.
Some fees may apply.
For more information about traffic safety or traffic rules, you can contact the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety at (651) 282-6565 or www.dps.state.mn.us
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Dutch elm disease
attacks, kills many trees
Each year, there is a spate of disease and insect problems that affect
crops, plants, and trees in Minnesota.
One of the worst this year was Dutch
elm disease, which was identified in several communities last spring.
Dutch elm disease (DED) is caused
by a fungus that attacks the elm tree’s
water conducting vessels. The American
elm is most susceptible, but other elm
species can contract the disease. The
fungus was introduced into the U.S. in
the early 1900s, and became widespread
in Minnesota in the 1970s, killing thousands of trees (30,000 in 1977 alone).
Recent outbreaks have been much
smaller: 2,000 trees in 2001; 3,600 trees
in 2002; 4,000 trees in 2003.
Often the first noticeable symptom
of DED is flagging. Flagging is when
the leaves on individual branches turn
yellow-brown from the tip inward, wilt,
and cling to the branch (even after they
turn brown and die). For more information on DED and how to distinguish
between other elm diseases, look at the
following publication by the U.S. Forest Service at http://www.na.fs.fed.us/
spfo/pubs/howto.htm.
To positively identify DED, you
may want to seek professional help
through a tree inspector, forester, or tree
care consultant (there may be a fee for
these professional services). You can
also submit samples to a state certified
lab.
Two state certified labs include the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) lab and the University of Minnesota (U of M) Plant Disease Clinic.
They both test for various plant and tree
diseases, plus unknown diseases and
pathogens. Currently, the MDA lab tests
are free and the U of M Plant Disease

Meth labs

Clinic tests are $25 each.
For more information on sampling
and tests, contact the MDA at
www.mda.state.mn.us/lab, or (651) 2963273, or the U of M Plant Disease Clinic
at www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/
cropsystems/DC3170.html, or (612)
625-1275. Note that most tree samples
submitted must be from a ½” to 1" thick
branch, 6 to 8 inches long, and taken
from the transitional or wilting area (not
the dead area) of the tree.
Sending at least four to six samples
in a plastic bag at the beginning of the
week is also recommended. Contact the
testing lab for further details before you
submit a sample.
Source: Gary Wyatt, Natural Resources Educator, with the University of
Minnesota Extension Service Regional
Center, Mankato
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stead. Plan ahead so that tanks are delivered to the field right before they are
needed, and arrange for empty tanks to
be picked up before you leave the field
or before it gets dark.
• Realize that lab operators
need very little ammonia to make
their product. Ammonia is often transferred from a nurse tank into a portable
LP gas container, such as those used for
gas grills. Thieves use a configuration
of homemade hoses and couplers. Even
a nurse tank that you consider to be
empty may still have enough residual
ammonia left in it to be of value to a
thief. As a farmer, you may only be paying a few cents per pound for ammonia,
but on the black market, anhydrous
might be worth $100 to $1000 per gallon!
• If you must take possession of
a nurse tank overnight, think carefully
about the best place for the tank. The
best suggestion is to ask your fertilizer
dealer about the best storage location,
or consult with your local police department or County sheriff. Both are partners in prevention of anhydrous theft.
• Be alert for signs of tampering. Important indicators include strange
footprints or partially opened tank
valves. Alternatively, you might find
items left behind after theft, such as
buckets, coolers, duct tape, hoses,
clamps, and bicycle inner tubes. If you
notice any of these, do not approach
the tank, and contact local law enforce-

ment officials immediately.
• Never enter any area where
you suspect that a meth lab may be
located (currently or in the past). The
residue is highly toxic and even walking through a contaminated area can be
harmful. It is also important to law enforcement personnel that you not disturb
evidence until a proper investigation has
occurred.
• Property owners must be
aware of the financial consequences
if a meth lab is discovered on their
property. By law, local authorities will
take immediate action to shut down illegal facilities and secure contaminated
property to protect the health of the public. It is the property owner’s financial
responsibility to arrange for -- and pay - all costs associated with cleanup, and
the cost of cleanup and remediation can
easily exceed $10,000. If the lab was in
the back of a station wagon or van
parked on a farm lane, the property
owner will still be expected to pay for
trash cleanup, disposal, and environmental testing if required. Again, the costs
can run into thousands of dollars.
More detailed information is available at http://www.bae.umn.edu/ennotes
Source: Adapted from an article in
the “Minnesota-Wisconsin Engineering
Note” by John Shutske, Agricultural
Safety and Health Specialist with the
University of Minnesota Extension Service.
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CAP Corner

How do you buy holiday
gifts for 4,000 children?

New Options client John David Anderson cheerfully prepared bread bowls
for the Minnesota Renaissance Festival. Last year, New Options clients
prepared over 48,000 breadbowls through the “Bread Bowl Challenge.”

New Options assists again
at Renaissance Festival
Scott County New Options was back
working at the Minnesota Renaissance
Festival for the second year. This means
a lot of schedule changes to meet all the
needs of our other jobs in the community, transportation to and from the job
site, hard work, and a lot of fun!
Last year, two job coaches and six
New Options clients prepared over
48,000 bread bowls (unpackaging the
bread, cutting the tops off, punching
holes in the middle, taking this middle

piece out, and packaging them back up).
The crew works as a team, and thoroughly enjoyed the second “Bread Bowl
Challenge!”
This type of job for developmentally
disabled adults is ideal. They get to work
in a community job with their peers, earn
minimum wage, and best of all — work
at the Festival site! If you are interested
in learning more about the New Options
program, please contact Jacque Froemke
at (952) 403-7967.

The CAP Agency has officially
kicked off its annual Hope for the Holidays gift sponsorship project, an “adopta-family” project that assists families in
Scott and Carver counties who, due to
varying circumstances, cannot afford to
buy holiday gifts.
A white Christmas is not the only
wish of many families during the holiday season. For some families, the
simple wish list of a child is a heartache
as they struggle to pay the rent and put
food on the table. Last year, 3,413 individuals from 855 families received holiday gifts and “hope” from over 450 local businesses, schools, faith communities, civic groups, families, neighbors,
and individuals who generously became
sponsors. Sponsors are encouraged to
provide gifts for an entire family. The
family’s wish list is provided to the sponsor to assist in selection of “just the right
gift” for each person. Often, neighborhoods, card clubs, or bowling teams will
join together to sponsor one or more
families.
Anyone interested in “adopting” a
family this holiday season — or in volunteering to assist with the project — is
asked to call the CAP Agency Hope for
the Holidays hotline at (952) 496-2125.
Gift drop off dates for Hope for the
Holidays sponsors are December 12 and
13 at the Church of St. Mary Parish Center in Shakopee.

The CAP Agency works to ensure
that no child is forgotten during the holiday season. The Agency welcomes toy
drives to support the distribution of gifts
to children whose families seek assistance too late to participate in the adopta-family program. Last year, 662 children from 272 families were able to receive gifts after the close of the Hope
for the Holidays sponsorship project.
Parents are able to “shop” from the gifts
and toys that are donated through toy
drives. Gifts for teen-agers are always
in short supply.
The CAP Agency is a private, nonprofit organization serving families and
individuals of all ages living in Scott,
Carver, and Dakota counties. For more
information, contact the CAP Agency at
(952) 496-2125 or visit its website at
www.capagency.org.

Public Land Survey System helps locate property
The Public Land Survey System (PLSS), also
known as the rectangular survey system, was enacted
by Federal Law in 1785. Throughout the years the
methods and procedures have changed, but the basic
principle of dividing the land into one mile square sections containing approximately 640 acres has remained.
The PLSS is the basis by which land is located and
described in much of the United States, including Scott
County. At present day, 30 of the 50 states (including
Alaska) have been surveyed or are currently being surveyed under the rules of the PLSS. The remaining 20
states use other methods.
When an area of land needed to be surveyed, an
initial point was established. From the initial point,
lines were run in an east/west direction along a true
parallel of latitude (known as the base line) and in a
north/south direction along a true meridian of longitude (known as the principal meridian). To account
for the curvature of the earth, correction lines were
run every 24 miles from the initial point. The approximate 24 mile squares became known as quadrangles
(see figure 1).
Quadrangles were subsequently divided into 16
townships. A township is approximately six miles by
six miles square. A township was further divided into
36 sections being approximately one mile square (see
figure 2). Within the section, many smaller subdivisions can be made (see figure 3). The intent of the
survey was to create as many half mile square (or quarter sections) as possible. Subdivisions of a section
called government lots, which are numbered, occur
along lakes or rivers (see figure 4).
The equipment commonly used was a Gunter’s
chain and a compass. The chain was 66 feet long and
contained 100 links. In later years, the compass was
replaced with a transit. The surveyors were required
to keep accurate notes of their measurements and the
topography of the land.
Scott County was surveyed between the years of
1853 and 1855 by numerous surveyors such as John
Ryan, E.S. Norris, and Hiram C. Fellows, to name a
few. Scott County is made up of parts of 16 different
townships and contains approximately 1100 section
corners. For example, New Market Township is numbered Township 113 North, Range 21 West, 5th Principal Meridian and Base Line. That translates into 113
townships multiplied by 6 miles per township to equal

678 miles north of the Base Line, and 21 townships
multiplied by 6 miles to equal 126 miles west of the
Principal Meridian. The northeast portion of Savage
is home to the only sections from the 4th Principal

Figure 1 (above) shows the 24 square miles known
as quadrangles. Quadrangles were divided into 16
townships. Townships were divided into 36
sections approximately one mile square, as in
Figure 2 (below).

Meridian and Base Line in Scott County. All other
sections are from the 5th Principal Meridian and Base
Line.

Within a section of the township (see figure 3
above) many smaller subdivisions can be made.
Figure 4 (below) shows subdivisions of a section
along lakes or rivers.
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Annoying but harmless
ladybugs invade homes

Veteran’s SCENE
By Roger Willmore
Scott County Director of Veteran’s Services
Over the past several months, numerous questions have come into our
office about the United States Flag. Here is Part Two (of two parts) addressing some of the commonly asked questions and a few facts.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE U.S. FLAG
Q: What are the penalties for the physical desecration of the flag?
A: There are currently no penalties for the physical desecration of the flag.
Q. How can I show mourning if my flag is on a fixed pole or staff and can’t be
at half-mast?
A. The flag rules make no provisions for this. However, a streamer of black
crepe may be attached to the staff immediately below the spearhead of the U.S.
flag to represent mourning.
Q. What does it mean if the flag is flown upside-down?
A. The flag should never be displayed with the union down, except as a signal
of dire distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property.
Q. Can the flag be flown 24 hours
a day?
A. Yes, as long as it is illuminated.
By Executive Order, the flag flies 24
hours a day at the following locations:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Betsy Ross House, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
The White House, Washington, D.C.
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C.
Washington Monument, Washington, D.C.
Iwo Jima Memorial to U.S. Marines, Arlington, Virginia
Battleground in Lexington, MA (site of first shots in the Revolutionary War)
Winter encampment cabins, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania
Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland (a flag flying over Fort McHenry after a battle
during the War of 1812 provided the inspiration for The Star-Spangled Banner)
The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, Baltimore, Maryland (site where the famed
flag over Fort McHenry was sewn)
Jenny Wade House in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (Jenny Wade was the only civilian
killed at the battle of Gettysburg)
U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
All custom points and points of entry into the United States

Q. What size flag should hang on what size flagpole?
A. The usual size of a flag used at home is 3’x5'. On houses, a 15' or 20'
flagpole should fly a 3’x5' flag. A 25' flagpole should use a 4’x6' flag.
The following table shows the appropriate size for public display (not homeuse) of the flag:
flagpole
20'
25'
30'-35'
40'-45'

flag
4’x6'
5’x8'
6’x10'
6’x10-8’x12'

flagpole
50'
60'-65'
70'-80'
90'-100'

flag
8x12'-10x15'
10’x15'-10’x19'
10’x19'-12’x18'
20’x38'-30’x50

Q. Has the flag always been the same, except for the number of stars depicting the number of states?
A. Until the Executive Order of June 24, 1912, neither the order of the stars
nor the proportions of the flag was prescribed. Consequently, flags dating before
this period sometimes show unusual arrangements of the stars and odd proportions, these features being left to the discretion of the flag maker. In general, however, straight rows of stars and proportions similar to those later adopted officially
were used. The principal acts affecting the flag of the United States are the following:

•

•
•
•
•
•

On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for the new nation, the
Continental Congress passed the first Flag Act: “Resolved, That the flag of the
United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be
thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation.”
Act of January 13, 1794 — provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795.
Act of April 4, 1818 — provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be
added to the flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state,
signed by President Monroe.
Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 — established proportions of
the flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight
each, a single point of each star to be upward.
Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 — provided for the
arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally
and vertically.
Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 — provided for
the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizon tally and eleven
rows of stars staggered vertically.

Time and Occasions for Display
It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect
is desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illumiU.S. Flag etiquette and facts continued at right

Yes, it’s that time of year again.
Many of our ceilings and walls are
speckled with the dreaded multicolored
Asian lady beetle. We all know how
annoying these little pests can be, but
how many of you know the history of
this insect?
Asian lady beetles are common
around homes in October and, because
of this, it is also sometimes called the
Halloween lady beetle. Despite variations in its color and the size of the spots
on its wing covers, there is only one species present. The multicolored Asian
lady beetle can be readily identified by
the ‘M’ marking behind its head. In some
cases, this ‘M’ is thick, while in others it
is thin or even broken. Also look for the
number of spots on its wing covers -there are usually 19.
These lady beetles are native to
China. No one is sure exactly how they
originally got into this country, but they
were deliberately released in California
in 1916 and again in the 1960s for biological control of aphids. They were also
released in the south and the east in the
1980s. However, the lady beetles did
not become established through these
releases.
In 1988, a population of multicolored Asian beetles was found in Louisiana. It is suspected that this population
was the result of an accidental introduction by a freighter in New Orleans. From
there, they spread throughout the southeastern and eastern United States. Multicolored Asian lady beetles were never
released into Minnesota, but they eventually migrated into the state from adjacent areas -- they were first found in Minnesota in 1995. The first major infestations around buildings occurred in 1998,
and by 2000 the insect was generally

dispersed throughout the state.
Fortunately, these lady beetles do no
real harm and are chiefly a nuisance
when they congregate in large numbers
around the outsides and insides of
homes. They do not eat our food, destroy furniture or clothes, or harm people
or pets. People are sometimes concerned
because they may occasionally pinch the
skin, but this does not cause any real injury. As a reaction to stress, lady beetles
can secrete a yellow liquid that can stain
surfaces.
When these insects are numerous, it
is not possible to completely prevent
them from entering homes. To minimize
the problem, start by caulking and sealing obvious entry points around the exterior of the home. You may need to
supplement this with an insecticide application around the exterior of your
home. There are some products containing permethrin or befenthrin that are
available to the public for this purpose.
You may also contact a reputable pest
control service to do this job. Concentrate on the south- and west-facing exposures. Once the lady beetles find their
way indoors, there are not many options
except to physically remove them.
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nated during the hours of darkness.
The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except when an all weather flag is displayed.
The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on:
New Year’s Day — January 1
Inauguration Day — January 20
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday — third Monday in January
Lincoln’s Birthday — February 12
Washington’s Birthday — third Monday in February
Easter Sunday — (variable)
Mother’s Day — second Sunday in May
Armed Forces Day — third Saturday in May
Memorial Day (half-staff until noon) — last Monday in May
Flag Day — June 14
Independence Day — July 4
Labor Day — first Monday (September 1 – 7)
Columbus Day — second Monday in October
Navy Day — October 27
Veterans Day — November 11
Thanksgiving Day — fourth Thursday in November
Christmas Day — December 25
Other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States
Birthdays of States (date of admission)
State holidays
The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration building
of every public institution.
The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days.
The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse.
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Historical Scene

Marystown Warms Up for State Tourney in 1953
This is the twenty-second article by Tom
Melchior about baseball in Scott County.
Contact Tom at 952-445-4109 or
tsmelch@msn.com
Next issue: Led by manager Earl
Dean and Barney Riesgraf, the 1953
Marystown Knights win the Dakota-RiceScott playoffs, the Region 6B Tournament, and return to the Minnesota State
Amateur Tournament.
The 1953 D-R-S Season
May 14, 1953
Marystown Wins Over Veseli, 13-3
Marystown, 1952 D-R-S league champions, jumped off the current season with a
win as they defeated Veseli, 13 to 3, at Adrian
Field in seven innings. Barney Riesgraf struck
out 10 and shut Webster down with six scattered hits and pitched shutout ball for all but
two innings.
Bill. Hennen smacked a homer in the
third with Don Schiffli and Earl Dean on the
sacks to account for three of the six
Marystown runs scored in that canto.
Marystown also picked up five runs in the
third and single tallies in the first and sixth.
May 21, 1953
Marystown Edged 7-6 by St. Pat’s
St. Patrick defeated Marystown, 7 to 6.
The winners picked up three runs in the 8th
on one hit, two walks, and two errors and
three more on two singles and a triple in the
last of the ninth to edge out the victory.
Marystown led until the fatal ninth as
they bunched their hits to score twice in the
3rd and 5th and one each in the 7th and 8th
innings. Schiffli and Dean with a pair of hits
apiece led the Marystown hitters while
Riesgraf handled the pitching chores.
D. Vohoutka was the winning pitcher.
May 28, 1953
Orchard Lake Defeats Marystown, 11-3
Sixteen Orchard Lake hits, including
two home runs coupled with five Marystown
errors, spelled defeat for the D-R-S champions, 11 to 3. Barney Riesgraf chucked 8
innings for Marystown with Dean relieving
him for the final frame. Joe Pekarna,
Marystown shortstop, collected four hits in
five appearances at the plate.
June 4, 1953
Marystown Takes 10th Inning Victory
Bill Hennen and Don Schiffli hit circuit
clouts to lead Marystown to a 9-7 victory
over St. Benedict. Marystown jumped into
a 3-0 lead in the first and counted four more
in the fourth to lead 7-6 as the Bens counted
a half dozen in that frame. St. Benedict tied
the count in the eighth and then Marystown
scored two in the tenth for the victory. Both
teams made 9 hits with Schiffli and Dean
getting three a piece.
Leonard Eischens homered for St.
Benedict. Gordy Eischens took the loss.
Marystown
J. Pekarna, ss
T. Kunz, cf
D. Schiffli, c
E. Dean, 2b
B. Hennen, 1b
B. Riesgraf, p
J. Bush, lf
L. Hennen, rf
Breeggemann, 3b

AB
5
2
5
6
5
5
2
2
5
38
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St. Benedict
C. Hartman, 2b
L. Eischens, 1b
R. Hartman, 3b
M. Eischens, ss
H. Eischens, lf
W. Hartman, rf
Lambrecht, cf
M. Hartman, c
G. Eischens, p

AB
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3
5
5
4
5
4
3
3
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1953 Marystown Tournament Team: Back Row, L to R: Bob Busse (Prior Lake draftee), Val Theis, Leonard
Eischens (St. Benedict draftee), Bud Theis, Jim Busch, Willard Hennen; Kneeling: L to R: Barney Riesgraf,
Bob Breeggemann, Carl Wagner, Earl Dean, Norb Theis, Lambert Hennen, Joe Pekarna, Don Schiffli
Bat Boys: L to R: John Pauly and Mark Luce Missing: Tony Kunz and Jerry Kunz
June 11, 1953
Marystown 6, New Prague 0
It was all Barney Riesgraf Sunday as
the Marystown ace shut out the Orioles on
four hits, striking out 12 while walking one.
Riesgraf also led the Marystown attack with
three hits. Kevin O’Brien took the loss for
New Prague, giving up six hits.
June 18, 1953
Marystown Hammers Webster, 6-5
Aided by the booming bats of Barney
Riesgraf and Earl Dean, Marystown took a
one run victory from Webster, 6 to 5. After
Dean reached first on his single, which scored
the second run of the opening inning,
Riesgraf powered out a four-bagger to score
Dean ahead of himself as Marystown jumped
into a 4 to 0 lead in the first inning.
Marystown got their other two runs in the
8th after Tony. Kunz singled, Don Schiffli
doubled and Dean singled. Riesgraf allowed
Webster only six hits while the Marystown
team was collecting eight off Docken and
Weierke.
June 25, 1953
Marystown Beats New Market, 2-1
Marystown
Pekarna, ss
B. Theis, lf
Schiffli, c
Dean, 2b
Riesgraf, p
B. Hennen, 1b
Wagner, cf
V. Theis, rf
N. Theis
Breeggemann 3b

AB
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New Market

AB

R

H

E

Endsley, lf
Zweber, cf
Butch Busse, c
Thelen, rf
Monnons, p
V. Seurer, 2b
Bill Busse, 3b
B. Kes, 1b

4
4
3
4
4
4
3
3
32
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Barney Riesgraf limited New Market to
only four hits, striking out nine. New
Market’s only run came on a home run by
Thelen in the second inning. In the first,
Pekarna was safe on Roach’s error and then
advanced and scored on singles by Don
Schiffli and Manager Earl Dean. Val Theis
was safe on an error in the second, Joe
Pekarna singled and Bud Theis and Schiffli

walked, forcing in the second Marystown run
in the second. B. Kes was the losing pitcher
for New Market.
July 2, 1953
Marystown Loses to Webster, 3-2
Barney Riesgraf set Webster down with
only five hits, but one of them was a tworun homer in the seventh inning by S.
Malecha. As a result Marystown lost a heartbreaking 3 to 2 contest. Marystown scored
their first run in the top of the first as Joe
Pekarna singled, stole second and raced
home on a single by Bud Theis. Webster tied
it up in the second on an unearned run.
Marystown moved back into the lead
in the fourth. Dean, Riesgraf and B. Hennen
were all safe on errors and then Wagner hit
into a double play. Jerry Kunz singled to
score Riesgraf and it was Marystown 2,
Webster 1. In the seventh. Nelson was hit
by the pitcher, and S. Malecha homered.
Weierke took the win for Webster.
July 9, 1953
Marystown Edges New Prague, 9-8
Marystown piled up six runs in the second inning and then staved off New Prague
rallies in the closing frames to win, 9 to 8.
Marystown reached Mach and Kevin
O’Brien, New Prague twirlers for eight hits.
Bunched with eight walks and three Robin
Hood errors, the hits were enough to insure
the victory margin. New Prague scored four
in the seventh inning to make it, 8-7. Each
team scored a run to make the final, 9-8.
Don Schiffli, Marystown backstop, had
two singles in four trips to the plate to lead
the winners, while the hitting star of the day
was Barten, New Prague center fielder, who
rapped out a single, double, and home run
in four trips.
July 16, 1953
Kunz Paces Marystown in 4-3 Win
Marystown successfully turned back
Orchard Lake, 4 to 3. Tony Kunz had a great
day at the plate as he laced five hits in five
trips to the plate, stole two bases, and scored
two runs. Riesgraf scattered nine hits, striking out eight and walking three.
July 23, 1953
Marystown Defeats Chaska, 6-5, in 10
The Marystown Knights stepped outside the D-R-S and upset the Chaska Cubs
at Chaska in a 10-inning thriller. The
Knights’s catcher, Don Schiffli, led the attack with three hits and a walk.

Barney Riesgraf scattered 10 hits, striking out 10 Cubs and walking four.
Tschimperle and Zins did the pitching for
Chaska with Zins taking the loss.
Bud Theis scored for Marystown in the
top of the tenth to take a 6-5 lead. Then
Marystown right hander Barney Riesgraf
went to work. He struck out B. Meuwissen,
Lahl, and Lano- the number two, three, and
for hitters the win.
Marystown
Pekarna, ss
Tony Kunz, lf
Schiffli, c
Dean, 2b
Riesgraf, p
B. Hennen, 1b
Jerry Kunz, 3b
B. Theis, rf
C. Wagner, cf

AB
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Chaska
AB
Schaefer, cf
4
B. Meuwissen, ss 6
Lahl, lf
6
Lano, 1b, 2b, p 4
R. Meuwissen, 3b 5
Priess, rf, 1b
4
W. Meuwissen, c 4
Zins, 2b, p
5
Tschimperle, p 4
42
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August 6, 1953
Busch Hurls Perfect No-Hit, No-Run
Game to Defeat Veseli, 1 to 0
James Busch, 17-year-old pitcher for
Marystown, carved himself a niche in the
Dakota-Rice-Scott league Hall of Fame Sunday when he turned in a no-hit, no-run performance against Veseli. Marystown won, 1
to 0, in the last regular scheduled game prior
to the playoffs. In turning in his superb performance, Busch did not allow a Veseli man
to reach first base and struck out 10 enemy
hitters.
His Marystown mates gave him nice
support in the field as he pitched his perfect
game. Only five balls were hit out of the infield and all five of them were flies caught
for putouts. However, Turek of Veseli also
hurled a nice game, allowing six hits, four of
them in the eighth when Marystown
squeezed in the winning run. In the eighth
frame Marystown made four bunts in a row.
Jerry Kunz, Tony Kunz, Bud Theis, and Earl
Dean, the first four men on the winner’s batting order, each bunted with Dean getting
credit for the run batted in when J. Kunz
scored.
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Park District offers fall, holiday activities
GET OUTSIDE!
By foot, mountain bike, or horse, the
glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northeastern Scott County make MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve popular with
horseback riders, mountain bikers, bird
watchers, and hikers alike. Cleary Lake
Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the
southern metro area.
Visit
www.ThreeRiversParkDistrict.org to
learn about all the fun opportunities
available.
Fall color updates are posted on
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org every
Thursday.
AUTUMN HIKING
ADVENTURES
Celebrate Minnesota’s glorious autumn by participating in Three Rivers
Park District’s 33rd-Annual Autumn
Hiking Adventures Program through
Oct. 31. Participants hike any four of
13 designated Autumn Hiking Trails to
become eligible to purchase a commemorative medallion for $3 and to
enter a prize drawing. Hiking verification cards and maps are available at visitor and nature centers. Stamped verification cards must be turned in by Nov.
8.
LIGHTED AUTUMN HIKING
TRAILS
Enjoy a crisp fall hike after sundown
along the lighted trails that wind through
Cleary Lake Regional Park. Accessed
from the parks’ visitor center, the park’s

Snow doesn’t need to slow down visitors at Murphy’s Landing.

3.7 miles of lighted turf trails will be
open daily until 10 p.m. through November, or until it snows.
VOLUNTEER PARK
PATROLLERS NEEDED
Looking for a little motivation to get
out and enjoy the trails all year long?
Three Rivers Park District is currently
recruiting park patrol volunteers who are
interested in cross-country skiing, biking, in-line skating, and horseback
riding. Park patrollers are needed to
monitor trails at Cleary Lake Regional
Park and Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve to help ensure the safety and enjoyment of park guests. Patrollers provide trail users with information and
offer first aid and emergency assistance

Autumn colors are visible along the hiking and biking trails within the parks.

After an outing in the special area to run dogs, this visitor to Cleary Lake
Park enjoyed a drink of water.

when needed.
Park patrollers are needed for a yearround commitment, must be 16 years or
older (18 years old or older for horse
patrol), physically fit, and intermediately
skilled in either cross-country skiing or
horseback riding for winter patrolling
and biking, in-line skating, or horseback
riding (for summer patrolling). Walking,
snowshoeing and events also are options
for winter and summer. Volunteers on
horseback must own their own horse.
Volunteers are asked to donate approximately 30 hours of volunteer service for
the winter and summer, for a total of 60
hours per year. Volunteers must be willing to complete the required training
program offered each fall, which includes CPR, First Aid, trail rescue, and
other patrol meetings. Because of the
cost of CPR and first aid instruction,
nominal fees are charged for the training program. Volunteers may be eligible
for reimbursement upon meeting certain
requirements. Classes, taught by experts
in the field, begin in mid-October; the
last training class starts in mid-November.
In exchange for their time, park patrollers receive a complimentary Park
Patron pass after 30 hours of service and
the benefits from being outdoors, being
active and being of service to others. The
Patron pass includes an annual parking
permit and Patron card for discounts at
Three Rivers Park District and Patron
Partners. For additional details about the
Park Patrol, training schedule and patrol locations, call (763) 559-6706 or email: volunteer@threeriverspark
district.org and request a Park Patrol
brochure.
GLOWING GHOULS
Enjoy a zany time golfing after dark
with glowing golf balls during the Glow-

ing Ghouls Golf Tournament 4-7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 23, at Cleary Lake Golf
Course. A surprise activity awaits at
every hole. The ghoulish fun includes a
bonfire, S’mores to go, and prizes for
best score and costumes. Sign up in pairs
by Oct. 3. $24 per pair, or $20 if dressed
in costume. To register, call (763) 5596700
or
www.ThreeRiversParkDistrict.org. Golf
pull carts and clubs will be available for
rent for an additional fee. Co-sponsored
by Savage and Prior Lake Parks and
Recreation.
2-for-1 Golf Specials
Save some green on your greens fees
this fall! Cleary Lake Golf Course is
offering two-for-one greens fees from
11 a.m.- 3 p.m., Monday-Friday through
the remainder of the 2004 golf season.
DEER HUNTS
Special archery deer hunts will take
place Nov. 12-14 in Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserves and Cleary Lake Regional
Park. Hunters were selected in a lottery
drawing conducted by the Park District.
The hunts are one aspect of the Park
District’s deer management plan, which
is designed to keep white-tailed deer
herds in balance with available habitat.
HISTORIC MURPHY’S LANDING
(952) 445-6900
(763) 694-7787 (as of Nov.15)
Discover what life was like for
Minnesota’s early European settlers
along the Minnesota River -- visit Historic Murphy’s Landing in Shakopee!
Costumed characters reenact the day-today life of Minnesota’s European settlers, from early fur traders to sod busters to busy townsfolk.
Old Fashioned Trick or Treat
5-10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30. Enjoy a horse-drawn trolley ride; then walk
to twenty historic buildings along candle
lit paths at Murphy’s Landing. Collect a
variety of traditional treats and toys. Finish your celebration with cider, cookies
and stories. Call (763) 694-5900 for reservations. Patron Rate/$7; Regular Rate/
$9.
Folkways of the Holidays
Beginning on weekends in late November, Historic Murphy’s Landing
brings to lift the 19th century traditions
of the many ethnic groups that settled in
the Minnesota River Valley. During
“Folkways of the Holidays,” visitors can
tour 11 different holiday settings, enjoy
lively folk-artist performances and participate in making traditional crafts. For
program
details,
visit
www.murphyslanding.com. Weekday
tours for schools and groups are available by reservation; call (763) 694-7784.

Soon the historic homes at Murphy’s Landing will be decorated for the
Folkways of the Holidays tours.

