The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Over 65 Scott County artists displayed their artwork in their studios or at hosting sponsors in Savage,
Prior Lake, Shakopee, and Jordan during the 2011 Scott County Art Crawl held Sept. 30 and Oct. 1. RoseMarie James of New Prague (above, left) set out her art glass at Crofut Winery in rural Jordan where
Hadley Reckard looked over the button pendants made by her grandmother, Linda Reckard of Prior Lake.

Dem-Con receives Governor’s
Award for pollution prevention
Dem-Con Companies, in operation in Louisville Township since
1985, was recognized at this year’s
Minnesota State Fair with an award
titled “From Roofs to Roads: A Successful Partnership.” The award was
presented by Governor Mark Dayton — accompanied by agency representatives from EPA Region V, the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA), and Ramsey County Board
of Commissioners.
Co-owners Mark Pahl and Jason
Haus purchased Dem-Con Landfill
from Joe Pahl in 2001, thus making
this a third generation family owned
and operated facility. Dem-Con
Companies also own and operate
Dem-Con Recycling & Recovery
that sorts out scrap metal, wood, concrete, asphalt, and cardboard for recycling. In addition, Dem-Con
Companies accept shingle scrap
from manufacturers and tear off
shingles (shingles that were replaced
by new ones) from residential houses
for recycling.
The Northeast Recycling Council estimates that more than 11 million tons of asphalt shingles are
scrapped in the U.S. each year: 10

Present at the awards ceremony were (left to right) Robert Keuhborn,
Commercial Asphalt Co., Governor Mark Dayton, Ramsey County
Commissioner Victoria Reinhardt, Jason Haus and Mark Pahl of DemCon, and Richard Wolters of the MN Asphalt Pavement Association.

million from installation tear-offs
and reroofing jobs, and another 1
million discarded as waste by asphalt
shingle manufacturers. In Minnesota
alone, about 230,000 tons of discarded shingles go into Minnesota’s
landfills every year.
To expand roof shingle recycling, a coalition of public, private,
and nonprofit partners (Solid Waste
Management Coordinating Board,
Dem-Con Companies, Minnesota
Asphalt Pavement Association and

Program helps prevent foreclosure
The Scott County Community
Development Agency now provides
free, confidential services to
homeowners in Scott County who
are at risk of losing their home. The
CDA’s Foreclosure Prevention Program serves homeowners who are
behind — or anticipate they will fall
behind — on mortgage payments,
property taxes, or homeowners’ association fees. Participants will receive information, advocacy, financial tools, resources, and referrals.
For more information, please con-

tact the Scott County CDA at (952)
402-9022 or visit their website at
www.scottcda.org/foreclosure-prevention.

Commercial Asphalt Company)
worked for many years to research,
test, and evaluate the use of tear-off
shingles in asphalt pavement. Prior
to this project, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
specifications only allowed for
manufactured shingle scraps to be
used in roads paved with asphalt. In
2010, changes were approved by
MnDOT allowing for residential roof
shingle recycling in road asphalt.
DEM-CON AWARD to page 14

FISH seeks
director
As Scott County’s FISH
(Families and Individuals Sharing Hope) program grows, it is
transforming the lives of more
people each month. In order to
assist with the expansion of this
unique partnership of people and
organizations, an executive director is being sought. For a complete job description, visit
www.springsted.com/open-executive-searches.
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Collaboration is essential
In the 2010 election cycle, candidates from both parties sent a very consistent
message: It’s all about jobs. However, while the economy sits on the verge of
stagnation – or, worse yet, a double-dip recession – too many of our political
leaders seem to have forgotten the message. After all, leadership – particularly in
difficult times — virtually requires striking compromise to foster the well being of
our nation, state, and communities. However, in this time of significant hardship,
our local communities are being left to find solutions on our own, and often forced
to fill the gaps left by other levels of government. Fortunately, from Elko New
Market to Savage and all across Scott County, our local officials have been consistently, passionately, and positively stepping up to provide the collaborative, community leadership that is (and will continue to be) necessary for our communities
to weather these difficult times.
Through partnerships and leadership rooted in the needs, voices, and assets of
our local communities — and driven through community-based organizations such
as the Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) and Families and Individuals Sharing Hope (FISH) — local leaders have engaged in practices that are building our communities’ capacity to promote economic development and meet human needs. These organizations are founded on strong common
values and an understanding that true collaboration, which often means relinquishing some control and looking beyond parochial interests, is a necessary element to
success. From the development of a training center to promote an integrated approach to public safety training to the sharing of technologies (infrastructure, applications, and talent), from partnerships in parks to our highly successful transportation and transit initiatives, our local leaders are redefining the way services
are provided – and it is clearly not “business as usual.”
Their most recent and pressing focus has been on strategies to bolster economic growth and job development. While the health of the state and national
economies will have a significant influence on our ability to attract additional jobs,
the emphasis our local leaders have placed on regional collaboration, promoting a
single positive message, and collaboratively focusing future education, marketing,
planning, and infrastructure investments on maximizing opportunities for job creation will help to position us well in this global marketplace.
America did not become the world’s greatest social and economic success
story simply by chance. It was our recognition that compromise – making a conscious choice to take the middle course between the extremes – is a balance that
integrates both the individual and community aspects of human nature. The American success story was built on an appreciation for the role of both good government and vigorous free-market capitalism, with reasonable controls against excesses in either direction. The philosophy of our local leaders and SCALE is
simple: Working together to strengthen each other. Let’s hope that over the coming months other officials will set aside their ideologies and see the wisdom of this
philosophy.

Important Property Tax
Homestead Notice
This will affect the amount of property tax you pay in 2012,
and it may affect your eligibility for a property tax refund
You must file a homestead application with Scott County on or before
December 15, 2011 if one of the following applies:
♦ You purchased a property in the past year and you, or a qualifying
relative, occupy the property for homestead purposes on December 1,
2011; or
♦ You, or a qualifying relative, occupy a property for homestead purposes
on Dec. 1, 2011 and the property is classified as non-homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of property.
For residential property, a qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent,
child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew,
or niece of the owner. This relationship may be by blood or marriage. For
agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a child, grandchild, parent, or sibling of the owner or of the spouse of the owner.
Once you have been granted the homestead classification, no further
applications are necessary unless they are specifically requested by the
County Assessor. Applications may be obtained by stopping into Customer
Service or by printing them from the Scott County website www.co.scott.mn.us.
If you should sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead classification, you are required to notify the County within 30 days of
the change in homestead status. A form is available in the Taxation Department or on the County website (www.co.scott.mn.us) to request the homestead be removed from a property. Failure to notify the County assessor within
this 30-day period is punishable by recalculation of the tax as non-homestead,
in addition to a penalty equal to 100 percent of the homestead benefits.
Scott County Government Center, Taxation Department, 200 Fourth Ave. W.
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379-1220; (952) 496-8115

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
October 11
October 18
October 25

County Board meetings through December 2011
— County Board meeting
— no meeting
— County Board meeting; 6:30 p.m. Prior Lake City Hall

November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
2011 County Board Planning Workshop
no meeting
County Board meeting

December 6
December 13
December 20
December 27

—
—
—
—

no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board Agendas,
Minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two at-large vacancies on this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events
of September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or
disaster incidents and events. The identified goals of the committee are that all
stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies; to reduce unnecessary duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee meets on the third Thursday of every other month from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies).
Currently, there are seven vacancies on this commission, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies. The purpose of the Planning Advisory
Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and to
make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment
holds public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards
meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (5 vacancies). There are currently
five vacancies on this Board, one in each Commissioner District. This Board is
responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law
enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel,
educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic
groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a
vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 4. The mission of the CDA is to
strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and moderate income families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination of public and private resources. The CDA meets
on the second Tuesday of each month.
Extension Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies on
this committee in Commissioner Districts 4 and 5. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the
quality of life and to enhance the economy and environment through education,
applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.)
Human Services Resource Council (10 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are ten vacancies on the council, with vacancies in each of the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER to page 3
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Public Safety Facility to City/school elections
scheduled for Nov. 8
host “sight-in” events
Since the SCALE Regional Training Facility opened in 2008, public
rifle and shotgun slug sight-in has been
offered each year. With deer hunting
season rapidly approaching, we are
once again scheduling this opportunity. The range use will be monitored
by trained range safety personnel during the public shooting times. Because
of the “tactical” nature of the 25-yard
range, that range is only available for
use by licensed law enforcement officials and departments.

Hunters will have the opportunity
to sight in their guns.

Open rifle and shotgun slug
shooting dates and times are:
Sunday October 23, 1 – 4 p.m.
Wednesday October 26, 4 - 7 p.m.
Saturday October 29, 9 a.m. – 12
noon
Sunday October 30, 1 – 4 p.m.

The cost to use the facility range
is $15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations are not required. Check
the RTF website at RTF.co.scott.mn.us
for additional information, or contact
Mike Briese, Facility Manager, at
(952) 496-8948 for general facility
questions.

The following cities and school districts will be holding elections on Nov.
8: Savage, Shakopee, ISD 716 Belle
Plaine, ISD 717 Jordan, ISD 720 Shakopee, and ISD 721 New Prague.
Absentee voting… runs through
November 7. If you will be unable to
vote at your voting location on November 8, you may apply for an absentee
ballot by mail or in person at Scott
County Customer Service/Elections, 200
4 th Ave W., Shakopee, Minnesota,
55379.
Register to vote… you don’t need
to wait in line on Election Day: register
now by completing a voter registration
application. If you are currently registered to vote, you do not need to register again unless you have moved to
a different address, changed your
name, or have not voted at least once
within the last four years. Pre-registration closes 20 days before Nov. 8.
Check if you are a registered
voter… with a new on-line service provided by the Secretary of State’s Office

at www.sos.state.mn.us. Select “Elections & Voting,” and then under “Voter
Information” is the link “Am I Registered to Vote?” By entering your name,
birth date, and address, the service will
quickly let you know if you are registered, the date of the next election, and
the location of your polling place. If you
are not registered, links are provided to
assist you in registering to vote.
Locate your polling location…
unsure of where you go to vote? It’s
very important that you vote at the polling location based on your address of
residence. This ensures that you will receive the correct ballot for the districts
that represent you. To locate your correct voting location please access the
following
website:
http://
pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.
Applications and information
can be obtained from the Scott
County website www.co.scott.mn.us
or by calling (952) 496-8560 or (952)
496-8161.

Recycle old phone books

County Highway 21 project completed
Local and County leaders spoke at the official ribbon cutting ceremony for
the much-awaited completion of the County Highway 21 project that links
County Highway 21 to Highway 169 to the north. The ceremony took place
Aug. 25 at the intersection of County Highways 16 and 21. The roadway
opened to the public on Sept. 8. Pictured, left to right, are Larry Poppler, City
of Prior Lake; Bruce Loney, City of Shakopee; Greg Felt, Scott County; Don
Sterna, WSB Design; Commissioner Jon Ulrich; SMSC Vice Chair Glynn
Crooks; Prior Lake Mayor Mike Myser; Shakopee Mayor John Schmitt; Scott
County Board Chair Tom Wolf; Commissioner Barbara Marschall; Rep.
Michael Beard; Commissioner Joe Wagner; and Sen. Claire Robling.

Commissioners’ Corner
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual
budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board;
and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third
Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There
are currently two openings on this board, one each in
Commissioner Districts 2 and 5. The Library Board
of Advisors consists of one representative from each
Commissioner District. Members serve three-year
terms, and are eligible to serve three consecutive terms.
The Board participates in the formation of the Library
Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources
on library services that meet the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and guides
the creation of a budget that reflects identified customer needs. The board recommends operating policies for the public library system and, by statute, is
responsible for the content of the library collection.
The board currently meets on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 5:30 p.m. Each year, one meeting is
held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott
County Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (8 vacancies). Currently, there are eight at-large vacancies
on this council. Anyone with an interest in mental
health services may apply. Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults
who received mental health services as children or

When the new 2012 phone books arrive, it’s a perfect time to recycle your old
phone books. New phone books are usually printed on recycled directory-grade
paper, often containing around 50 percent
post-consumer content. This is a great use
of old phone books.
Most local garbage haulers will now
recycle your old telephone books along
with your newspapers, magazines, and other papers when deposited in your
curbside recycling bins. You can also bring your phone books and other
recyclable materials to the Buckingham Recycling Center in Prior Lake. If
you have any questions about recycling, contact your garbage hauler for
more information.

From Page 2

adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority population are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 4:00 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies).
Currently, there are seven vacancies on this Committee, one each in Commissioner Districts and two atlarge positions. The purpose of the Parks Advisory
Commission is to provide leadership and direction to
staff and elected officials in the area of parks, trails,
and open space planning and implementation. Members advise the County Board on program priorities
and planning for parks, trails, and open space, and review and recommend proposed annual workplans and
budgets. Commission members represent the citizens
of Scott County and as such, serve as community ambassadors. The Parks Advisory Commission typically
meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). There
is one at-large position vacancy on this Board. The
Personnel Board of Appeals is responsible for making
findings and reporting to the County Board upon the
filing of an appeal by an applicant, employee, or appointing authority under certain circumstances. There
are three at-large citizen representatives on this Board.
Members are appointed for three-year terms and there
are no term limits. This Board meets as needed.
Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO) Planning Commission (2 vacancies). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Sand Creek
Watershed and one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
Management Organization. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource

Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource
Management Plan; and associated program gorals and
projects. The commission consists of seven members
representing specific watershed areas.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers Agreement including the
responsibility to guide implementation of the watershed management plan and annual work plan and budget, and recommend action regarding disputes pursuant to the joint powers agreement. The WPC meets on
the second Wednesday of each month from 4 - 6 p.m.
at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple
Valley. To be considered for appointment, you must
live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River
Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) –
Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek,
Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the
Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New
Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) –
Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commissioner Dave Menden) –
The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara
Marschall) – The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The
City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Minnesota teens’ immunization rates
improve, but too many still unprotected
When most people think of immunizations, they think in terms of immunizations for children, older citizens, or flu seasons. There is another very important
group that needs immunization protection in addition to the childhood immunizations – our teenagers.
According to an August 2011 news release, the Minnesota Department of health
(MDH) identified that a markedly greater number of Minnesota teens are receiving
vaccines recommended during adolescence. But the rates are still not as high as
state health officials would like.
According to the National Immunization Survey – Teen, conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), immunization rates for the relatively new tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis booster (Tdap) increased from 52 percent
in 2009 to 70.3 percent in 2010. Similarly, immunization with meningococcal vaccine (which protects against a serious form of meningitis) increased from 43.9
percent to 57 percent. And 37.8 percent of adolescent girls had completed the threedose series of human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine, which prevents cervical cancer, up from 27 percent in the prior year. Nationally, coverage with each of the
vaccines rose at a pace similar to Minnesota’s.
“We’re pleased that Minnesota continues to show improvement in coverage
rates for these important vaccines,” said Kristen Ehresmann, director of Infectious
Disease, Epidemiology, Prevention and Control for the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH). “We’re making progress, but these results also tell us we still have
much work to do before we can say our young people are sufficiently protected
from these diseases.”
It’s important that adolescents get these vaccines, Ehresmann explained, because they provide protection against diseases at a time when teens and young
adults are at risk. Also, the adolescent health checkup recommended at 11 or 12
years of age provides a convenient time to receive these vaccines while adolescents
are still visiting their health care providers regularly.
Pertussis (or whooping cough) is part of the standard childhood vaccine series,
but recent studies have revealed that immunity begins to wane in pre- to early
adolescence. Students entering seventh grade should receive Tdap if they haven’t
already, even though Minnesota’s school immunization requirements haven’t yet
been updated to specify this vaccine instead of the older tetanus-only version. Tdap
is also strongly recommended for anyone who will be spending time around infants, who are most at risk for serious complications from pertussis and are too
young to receive the vaccine. “So teens, who are potential babysitters, as well as
moms, dads, and grandparents of new babies, should get Tdap to protect not just
themselves, but those who are vulnerable around them,” Ehresmann said. “Tdap is
for everyone seven years of age and older.”
It’s important for 11- and 12-year-olds to get a first dose of meningococcal
vaccine to prevent meningococcal infection, which is a rare but serious cause of
meningitis and blood infections. A new recommendation calls for a booster dose at
16, when teens’ risk starts going up markedly.
With the HPV vaccine, the main goal is to prevent cervical cancer in women.
The HPV vaccine provides almost 100 percent protection against the two forms of
human papilloma virus that cause most cases of cervical cancer. The vaccine also
protects against related cancers and genital warts, so it has benefits for both sexes
and can be given to both girls and boys.
”The virus is transmitted from person to person through sexual contact, but we
know that it’s important that teens receive the vaccine before they become sexually
active as a way to maximize the protection and minimize the risk,” Ehresmann
said. “When someone becomes sexually active, male or female, their chances of
getting HPV within the first few months are extremely high. Getting the vaccine
after sexual activity has begun may be too late.”
”All three of these vaccines are important at this age,” Ehresmann said. “They
can be given at the same appointment to minimize inconvenience.”
CDC officials expressed concern that HPV vaccination rates are not growing
as fast as the rates of other adolescent vaccines. In Minnesota as well as in the
nation as a whole, the trajectory of increase is somewhat lower for HPV than for
other vaccines.
Making improvements in immunization coverage rates requires a concerted
effort by all the parties involved, Ehresmann said. “Parents need to ask their health
care provider about the vaccines; providers need to recommend to parents that
their teens get the vaccines; public health needs to make the recommendations
clear and simple and provide the resources for parents and providers to understand
their importance; and manufacturers need to make sure the supply of vaccine is
consistently adequate. In this way, we can achieve our goal of significantly reducing these diseases through increased immunization rates.”
More information about immunizations and diseases that can affect teens, including a link to data, can be found on the MDH website at www.health.state.mn.us/
immunize. Visit the Scott County website www.co.scott.mn.us for times and dates
of our immunization clinics for uninsured and underinsured individuals.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952-4968780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or a
suggestion for a future topic.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Unit to visit
Mobile Health Clinics set Scott
County Public Health identified a need
for services that are more easily accessible to individuals and families who are
uninsured, underinsured, and
underserved. Through an exciting,
unique partnership with the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott
County Public Health provides adult and
child health screening, preventative
health care, health information, and assistance with connecting to ongoing
health care and other local resources.
The services are provided with the
use of the Mobile Health Unit, owned
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. This partnership enables
services to be brought directly to those
in need by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
· Thursday, October 27, 2 – 5
p.m. at the Scott County Fairgrounds (U
of M Extension) — 7151 190th St W,
Suite 100, Jordan
· Thursday, November 3, 2 – 5
p.m. at the Savage Public Library —
13090 Alabama Ave, Savage
· Thursday, November 17, 2 –
5 p.m. at the Russian Evangelical Baptist Church — 1205 10th Ave, Shakopee

Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott County website (www.co.scott.
mn.us).
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to healthcare, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County. For more information on
mobile health clinics, please contact
Scott County Public Health at (952) 4968555 or via the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

What should you do with all
those store plastic bags?
Plastic bags that stores so conveniently provide are becoming a landscape nuisance. Plastic bags are showing up everywhere… twisted in fences
or afloat in landfills, parking lots, shopping centers, playgrounds, storm drains,
and the ocean. Once in the environment,
it takes anywhere from a few months to
hundreds of years for the plastic bags to
decompose. So what should you do with
your plastic bags?
Reduce: Bring your own bag to the
store. Re-use: Use as trash can liners,
or as a bag to carry other items. Recycle:
There are many stores that offer to recycle your plastic bags.
Why recycle plastic bags?
Unwanted plastic bags provide a valuable resource in manufacturing many
different plastic products. Plastic bags
can be reprocessed into small pellets or
post consumer resin, which can be used
for a variety of products such as new
bags, pallets, containers, crates, and
pipe. However, most plastic bags are
recycled into composite lumber. For
example, Trex Company in Winchester,
Virginia recycles approximately 1.3 billion recycled plastic bags each year.
About half of all recycled grocery bags
are used to manufacture Trex® decking.
Each Trex® decking board (16 feet long,
two-by-six inches) uses approximately
2,250 plastic bags.
Minnesota Waste Wise — in a partnership with Trex® — have created a

Plastic bags show up everywhere.

program called It’s in the Bag. It’s in
the Bag provides the opportunity for
consumers and businesses to recycle
plastic bags in communities where recycling options sometimes do not readily
exist. The program ensures that millions
of pounds of film plastic is diverted from
the landfill while at the same time providing employment for adults with disabilities, who collect and sort the plastic bags in participating communities.
You can help the recycling effort by
returning clean, dry, empty plastic bags
to recycling drop off centers or retailers
and municipalities that provide designated plastic bag recycling bins. In
Scott County, Cub Foods, Target,
Rainbow, and Wal-Mart stores offer
plastic bag recycling. For more information on plastic bag recycling (including additional locations that offer plastic bag recycling in Minnesota), go to
www.plasticbagrecycling.org. For more
information on It’s in the Bag, go to
www.itsinthebagmn.org

Practice food safety when
using cloth grocery bags
Reusable, “green” cloth grocery
bags are becoming more mainstream and
growing in popularity, but user beware.
Bacteria may be present inside and on
the outside of your reusable bag.
When transporting food, keep food
safety in mind. Juices from meats can
leak from packaging and contaminate
ready-to-eat foods (like fruits and vegetables) in the cloth bag. A general rule
to follow: put raw meat in a separate
plastic bag before packing in reusable
bags, or use a separate cloth bag for
meats. Look for thermal-lined cloth bags

to transport cold and frozen foods. Unpack and put these foods away first when
arriving home.
Where do you place your reusable
bags while putting groceries away? The
outside of the bag may be contaminated
from the grocery cart, the store counter
or from the floor of your vehicle. If you
set the bags on the counter when you get
home, the germs on the bag are now on
your countertops.
Source: Kansas State University;
“Does ‘Green’ Mean Clean?”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

What to do after a disaster
This summer and fall, many of us have been seen the news coverage about
various disasters: the devastating tornado in Joplin, Missouri; hurricanes that caused
wind and flood damage in the east; and — closer to home — the tornado in north
Minneapolis. Damage has also occurred in Scott County from flooding, and some
trees that have fallen on homes from high winds during storms.
In past articles, this space has covered personal preparedness tips for
homeowners that may need to “shelter-in-place” or help with developing a “GoKit” if the need for an evacuation arises. But what about returning to your home
after a disaster and evacuation?
No one likes the idea of leaving home to take shelter elsewhere. You’re just
never as comfortable — and concerns about protecting your property are some of
the reasons people try to “ride out” whatever comes their way. Depending on the
disaster, however, leaving your property and moving to a safe place could literally
mean the difference between life and death. So if you’ve followed the warnings,
the danger has passed, and it’s time to return home, what should you do? Of course,
you want to be safe and to have everything in your home be in proper working
order. What are some things to consider? According to FEMA there are numerous
concerns for homeowners. Here are a few of them and some tips that may make
your response safer.
First and foremost, use caution. Returning home can be both physically and
mentally challenging. Please don’t return
to your home before the area is declared to
be safe by local officials. Use a batterypowered flashlight to inspect a damaged
home, and turn the flashlight on outside
before entering — the battery may produce a spark that could ignite leaking
gas. Consider keeping a battery-powered radio with you so you can listen for
emergency updates and news reports.
Walk carefully around the outside and check for loose power lines, gas
leaks, and structural damage. If you have any doubts about safety, have your
residence inspected by a qualified building inspector, contractor, or structural engineer before entering.
Times when you should not go back into your home include when you smell
gas, floodwaters remain around the building, or your home was damaged by fire
and fire officials or a building inspector have not declared it safe.
When it seems safe to go inside your home, enter the home carefully and
check for damage. Be aware of loose boards and slippery floors. Other items to be
aware of include:
• Natural gas. If you smell gas or hear a hissing or blowing sound, open a
window and leave immediately. Call the fire department and gas company from a
neighbor’s residence (or your cell phone from a safe distance away from your
house). Do not smoke or use oil, gas lanterns, candles, or torches for lighting
inside a damaged home until you are sure there is no leaking gas or other flammable materials present.
• Sparks, broken, or frayed wires. Check the electrical system unless you
are wet, standing in water, or unsure of your safety. If possible turn off the electricity at the main fuse box or circuit breaker. If the situation is unsafe, leave the
building and call for help. Do not turn on the lights until you are sure they’re safe
to use. You may want to have an electrician inspect your wiring.
• Roof, foundation, and chimney cracks. If it looks like the building may
collapse, leave immediately.
• Appliances. If appliances are wet, turn off the electricity at the main fuse
box or circuit breaker. Then unplug appliances and let them dry out. Have appliances checked by a professional before using them again. Also, have the electrical
system checked by an electrician before turning the power back on.
• Water and sewage systems. If pipes are damaged, turn off the main water
valve. Check with local authorities before using any water; the water could be
contaminated. Pump out wells, and have the water tested by authorities before
drinking. Do not flush toilets until you know that sewage lines are intact.
• Food and other supplies. Throw out all food and other supplies that you
suspect may have become contaminated or come in to contact with floodwater.
• Your basement. If your basement has flooded, pump it out gradually (about
one third of the water per day) to avoid damage. The walls may collapse and the
floor may buckle if the basement is pumped out while the surrounding ground is
still waterlogged.
• Open cabinets. Be alert for objects that may fall.
• Clean up household chemical spills. Disinfect items that may have been
contaminated by raw sewage, bacteria, or chemicals. Also clean salvageable items.
• Call your insurance agent. Take pictures of damages, and keep good
records of repair and cleaning costs.
Plan ahead. Think of what you might need as you assess the damage and start
cleanup or repairs. Don’t go it alone if at all possible. Work in teams so you can
watch out for each other and be ready to help your partner should something unexpected happen. Many homeowners have been hurt by moving too quickly; and
adding an injury to your list of worries is something neither you nor your family
will want to cope with at this time. Please remember, safety should be your first
concern. Being cautious and moving slowly may help you avoid injuries as you
try to get your life back to normal.
For more information, go to http://www.fema.gov/rebuild/after.shtm.
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Protect your family from
carbon monoxide poisoning
Carbon monoxide (or CO) is nicknamed “the silent killer” for a very good
reason. CO is a colorless and odorless
gas that is created through incomplete
or inefficient combustion; it can form
whenever heaters or furnaces are not
vented or functioning properly, if an
automobile (or any other internal combustion engine) is allowed to run within
a confined space, or when indoor appliances such as gas ovens or dryers are
not operating properly.
When a victim breathes in CO, the
gas enters the bloodstream and replaces
life-sustaining oxygen. It is then transported throughout the body by our
blood, where it begins to deprive our
organs of much-needed oxygen. As your
body finds itself needing more oxygen,
your heart rate increases, which actually
causes the carbon monoxide poisoning
to occur at a even faster pace. After a
while, the victim might find it difficult
to breathe. Heart damage, brain damage, and unconsciousness can also occur. If fresh air is not provided, the victim can die.
Initial symptoms of carbon monoxide exposure are similar to those of the
flu, including headaches, confusion, and
nausea. This can be problematic, because that similarity to flu symptoms can
cause individuals to not realize they have
been exposed to CO, thus delaying the
effort to seek fresh air.
If a person suspects that someone is
suffering from CO poisoning, they
should provide fresh air immediately.
After leaving the area in question, call
911 and tell the operator that you believe you are suffering from carbon
monoxide poisoning. This is important,

since emergency responders may not
suspect CO poisoning if you were to
become unconscious before they arrive.
Not that long ago, carbon monoxide was a subject that most people knew
little about. Then, in 1994, the popular
tennis star Vitas Gerulaitis died from
carbon monoxide poisoning. While that
unfortunate incident provided this serious issue with a great deal of media coverage, there are still large numbers of
people who are unaware of the dangers
of CO exposure. In the U.S. today, it is
believed that 1,500 people die each year
from carbon monoxide poisoning, while
thousands more become sick.
To protect your family have your
indoor gas appliances checked regularly,
usually before the beginning of each
heating season. Be sure to purchase a
carbon monoxide detector(s) and install
them in your
home (Minnesota law now
requires that
every home
have a CO detector located
within 10 feet
of each bedroom). Never burn charcoal inside of your home or within any
other confined space. Also, do not leave
a car running inside your garage, even
with the door open. Finally, never rely
on gas appliances (such as your oven)
to heat your house.
The Consumer Products Safety
Commission warns that carbon monoxide exposure is especially harmful to
unborn babies, infants, persons with anemia, and persons with a history of heart
disease.

Senior Expo on Oct. 21
features speakers,
entertainment
Senior citizens are invited to join
with friends, family, and other Scott
County area seniors for a day of exhibits, speakers, entertainment, prizes, food,
and fun! The 2011 Scott County Senior Expo is sscheduled for Friday,
Oct. 21 at Shakopee High School (100
17th Avenue West) from 8:45 a.m. to
1:15 p.m.
Check-in (complete with continental breakfast and beverages) will be from
7:45 to 8:25 a.m. After breakfast,
Marjorie Johnson, the famous “Blue
Ribbon Baker,” will be the guest speaker.
Marjorie loves to bake, and is known for
her award winning entries at the Minnesota State Fair. She has won over 2,500
fair ribbons, including over 1,000 blue
ribbons and many coveted sweepstake
ribbons. In recent years, she has made
many national TV appearances including “The Rosie O’Donnell Show,” “The
View,” “The Martha Stewart Show,”
“The Tonight Show,” and “Dr. Oz.”
Deborah Dolan will then speak on
“Family Conversations: Aging Parents
and Adult Children.” She will take a
look at the “why, how, what, who, where
and when” of family conversations dealing with planning for longevity, how to
get organized, and discussions that need
to take place to avoid questions when a
crisis in the family happens. Deborah
will give pointers on how a family can
hold a meaningful, proactive discussion
among parents and adult children. This
will be an informal, question-and-answer
style presentation — so come prepared

with your questions.
Beginning at 10:15 a.m., Expo participants are invited to spend some time
familiarizing themselves with an array
of exhibits and service providers on hand
to share information about their specialties and services.
At. 11:30, Bob Showers -- author of
the best-selling Minnesota North Stars
History -- has now captured the rich and
colorful history of the Minnesota Twins
baseball at the Metropolitan Stadium.
He will share stories of his interviews
with some of the Twins’ great players,
such as Harmon Killebrew, Rod Carew,
Tony Oliva, Bert Blyleven, Tom Kelly,
Kent Hrbek, Paul Molitor, Jack Morris,
and many more. He will also have copies of his new release The Twins at the
Met for sale. Following this presentation, seniors will be served a lunch at
12:30. During the lunch hour, there will
be drawings for many great prizes.
The Senior Expo will highlight various services which will be of interest to
older adults in the Scott County area.
Transportation is available through
SmartLink transit by calling (952) 4968341. Registration forms are available
at the Shakopee Community Center
(1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee) and at
Scott County senior dining sites. You
may also register by calling or e-mailing Sarah Foley at (952) 233-9508 or
sfoley@ci.shakopee.mn.us. The registration fee is $10, which includes the
continental breakfast and lunch; deadline to pre-register is October 19.

Page 6 Scott County SCENE October/November 2011

Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

A creepy global warming impact
In August, my wife and I attended our Neighborhood Night Out block party
hosted by a very gracious neighbor. We brought our own lawn chairs, which had
been sitting outside for most of the summer. When I opened them up, scores of
earwigs came pouring out of the aluminum tubing unto our neighbor’s deck. Our
neighbors were, I’m sure, as horrified
as my wife. Of course, I was left trying
to explain from where all these earwigs
were coming … so, for everyone else
who has observed an explosion of these
nasty little insects in their house or garden, here’s an explanation.
Many scientists are studying species
population changes and finding that, in
some areas, changes are likely attributable to climate change. In a 1997 report
available from the federal government1,
U.S. scientists noted that climate affects the range of insects as well as population
explosions. They noted that most insects are highly sensitive to temperature change,
especially rises in minimum temperatures. They noted “…that when changes in
climate occur, insects shift their range far more rapidly than do grasses, shrubs,
and forests, and move to more favorable latitudes and elevations hundreds of
years before larger animals do.” One climatologist concluded: “Beetles are better
paleo-thermometers than bears.” Perhaps this explains the seeming explosion in
population of several different insect species I’ve observed since I started paying
attention to “bugs.”
Forty years ago, I took an entomology class in college (St. Cloud) and assembled one of the best insect collections in the class. When I served in the Air
Force in Thailand, I also collected and classified the insects — noting not only the
different species in the more humid tropical climate, but also the comparative size
differences of the same species of insects I had observed in St. Cloud, Minnesota.
In the past several years, I’ve noticed a veritable invasion of some species of
insects in our area that, although they have always been indigenous, were never
present in large numbers. The latest insect population explosion is the earwig. In
college, I needed to search for quite some time under rotting tree trunks to find
specimens for my collection; now they are everywhere, and local gardeners report
that these nasty looking little creatures are eating their seedlings and vegetables.
When I researched this insect further, I found that they burrow into the ground to
escape the freezing cold. Those that are better protected survive. Minnesota winters have been both milder and — like last winter especially — the frost hasn’t
gone as deep because of the thicker insulating snow cover.
Measurement of soil temperature records verify a gradual reduction of both
the number of days the soil is frozen since 1967, as well as a reduction of the
depth the frost penetrates2. We have not had deep frost in the ground for several
years, so more earwigs are surviving. Scientists have predicted that as the warmer
climates creep northward, we can expect to see more insect pest populations increase that were previously unable to survive as well here. To learn more about
the environmental impacts of global warming check out these state and federal
sources: www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/climate-change/climate-changein-minnesota/impacts-of-climate-change-in-minnesota-and-the-midwest.html;
www.globalchange.gov/publications/reports/scientific-assessments/us-impacts.
1. www.gcrio.org/CONSEQUENCES/vol3no2/climhealth.html
2. https://engineering.purdue.edu/ABE/People/Papers/keith.a.cherkauer.1/
Future

New law requires more
efficient light bulbs
Recently, some people have received spam e-mails regarding the new
light bulb law. Here are the facts.
Section 321 of the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA) – passed
by Congress and signed by President
Bush in 2007 — established increased
minimum energy efficiency standards
for general service lamps. EISA does
not ban incandescent light bulbs, but
its minimum efficiency standards are
high enough that the incandescent lamps
most commonly used by consumers today will not meet the new requirements.
Once implemented, the Act will essentially eliminate 40W, 60W, 75W, and
100W medium screw-base incandescent
light bulbs.
The new law is implemented by the
U.S. Department of Energy, and it does
not ban the use or purchase of incandescent bulbs. Further, it does not ban
the sale or manufacture of all incandescent bulbs, just those common house-

hold incandescent (and other) bulbs that
are not energy-efficient. In addition,
EISA does not mandate the use of
compact fluorescent bulbs, it merely requires about 25 percent greater efficiency (that is, less energy use) for
household light bulbs that have traditionally used between 40 and 100 watts of
electricity.
There are several exemptions for
specialty bulbs, three-way bulbs, chandelier bulbs, refrigerator bulbs, plant
grow lights, and others. The law is being phased in over the next three years,
beginning January 1, 2012.
View more information about the
new “light bulb law” at:
U.S. EPA (PDF);
U.S. Department of Energy;
National Electrical Manufacturers
Association;
http://www.epa.gov/cfl/#law101.
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Is your garage ready for
winter? Here’s a checklist
By now, you have likely started to
winterize your home. Your lawn and garden are likely going dormant, and your
summer toys will soon be put away until spring. However, there is still one
more job remaining before winter sets
in: organizing and properly storing your
home and garden chemicals. Proper
chemical storage is important for protecting the health of homeowners and
their families. In addition, storing paints
and pesticides correctly will also protect
the environment and preserve the quality of the products themselves.
Most latex products (paint, caulk, et
cetera) will be rendered useless by exposure to freezing temperatures, even for
just a short period of time. Thus, if you
have unused latex paint in your garage,
store it in your basement over the winter or bring it to the Scott County HHW
Facility for proper management. By
bringing it to the HHW Facility before
it freezes, you can keep those products
in a usable condition – thus allowing
them to be reused by someone else
through our RE-USE Room. Visit our
HHW website at www.co.scott.mn.us/
HHW for more information on managing hazardous household chemicals in
Scott County.
Always store your leftover chemicals in a secure, dry, well-ventilated area
that is protected from large swings of
temperature. Storing chemicals in a hot
area can create unsafe conditions, while

freezing temperatures can often reduce
the effectiveness of those chemicals.
There should always be enough room to
keep your fertilizers, fungicides, insecticides, and herbicides separated. Always
store your chemicals in their original
containers, with legible labels. Your
storage area should be enclosed so leaks
or spills can be contained or cleaned
without affecting surrounding soil or
ground water. Be sure to store flammable
liquids away from any potential ignition
sources, like your furnace or pilot light.
Experts also recommend that
homeowners keep basic cleaning supplies near their pesticide storage area, so
that spills or leaks can be quickly addressed. At a minimum, these cleaning
supplies should include rubber gloves,
absorbents such as kitty litter or paper
towels, and a container to seal the used
clean-up materials. Now that your garage is ready for winter, you can sit back
and relax – and wait for the arrival of
those first gardening catalogs in the mail
next January!

Environmental reviews provide
valuable information before
necessary permits are issued
The purpose of an environmental
review is to provide information about a
project’s environmental impacts before
approvals or necessary permits are issued. Because unanticipated environmental consequences can be very costly
to undo — and environmentally sensitive areas can be impossible to restore
— environmental reviews create the
opportunity to anticipate and manage
these problems before projects are built.
The Environmental Quality Board
(EQB) oversees the environmental review rules, but local units of government
that prepare the reviews themselves. In
the past, Scott County has prepared one
Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), two Alternative Urban
Areawide Reviews (AUARs), and 25
Environmental
Assessment
Worksheets (EAWs) – and this does
not include the environmental reviews
prepared by the cities within Scott
County. The environmental review program has no authority to enforce environmental protection measures, regardless of the significance of the environmental impacts. In other words, the review is a source of information and must
be integrated with other permitting and
approval processes to protect the environment.
Environmental review applies to
public and private development projects
such as government building projects,
shopping centers, residential developments, et cetera. There are generally
three types of analysis documents prepared through environmental review:
EAWs, EISs, and AUARs.
The EAW is a document designed
to provide a brief analysis and overview
of the potential environmental impacts
for a specific project and to help deter-

mine if an EIS is necessary. Of the three
environmental review documents,
EAWs are usually the shortest at 25 to
50 pages in length. The EAW consists
of a standard list of 31 questions and is
meant to set out the basic facts of the
project’s environmental impacts.
The EIS is a much more detailed
analysis of environmental effects. It can
frequently take as long as one year for a
project to complete the entire EIS process. Unlike the EAW, the EIS does not
have a questionnaire-type format or a
standardized list of questions. Instead,
the focus is on the key environmental,
social, and economic issues that are
likely to result from the project, and a
detailed analysis of those issues. The EIS
also examines whether there are alternative project designs or locations that
would result in fewer environmental
impacts.
The AUAR is designed to look at
the cumulative impacts of anticipated
development scenarios within a given
geographic area. The AUAR is a planning tool that local governments can use
to understand how different development scenarios will affect the environment of their community. It is a way of
performing an environmental analysis in
advance, before major development occurs in an area, and to use the information to guide local planning and zoning
decisions.
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New program will help
seniors stay in own homes

Elko New Market project underway
The Scott County Board of Commissioners was joined by officials from the
City of Elko New Market and the Scott County Community Development
Agency (CDA) on Aug. 23 to officially celebrate the groundbreaking of the
Market Village project. With a planned March 2012 open date, work is well
underway for this independent senior living facility — all made possible by
a partnership among the City of Elko New Market, the Scott County
Community Development Agency, and Scott County. Incorporating senior
housing and library services, Market Village will allow seniors to continue
living active, independent lives in a facility co-located with a new, refreshed
local library. Pictured, left to right, are: Commissioner Joe Wagner,
Commissioner Dave Menden, Elko New Market Mayor Jason Ponsonby,
Commissioner Barbara Marschall, Board Chair Tom Wolf, Commissioner Jon
Ulrich, CDA Executive Director Bill Jaffa, CDA Commissioner Debra
Amundson, Scott County Administrator Gary Shelton, CDA Commissioner
Ben Zweber, and CDA Commissioner DeAnn Croatt. For more information
on the Market Village project, please visit the website at
www.marketvillageapts.com.

4-H Youth In the Spotlight
Luke Brekke
School: Holy Family Catholic School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Shakopee Super Seekers 4-H Club
Parents: Jon and Barb Brekke
Years in 4-H: 11 years
Projects of Interest: Citizenship, computer,
consumer education, digital photography, global
connections, performing arts, self-determined, video,
youth leadership.

The phrase “there’s no place like
home” can take on a new meaning when
a senior is faced with making a decision
to move. Kingsway Community Living
is a new program starting in Scott
County designed to assist seniors and
give them the option of continuing to
live in their own home and remain independent.
Kingsway Community Living is a
new division of Kingsway Retirement
Living located in Belle Plaine. Kingsway
Community Living was created through
a grant from the Minnesota Department
of Human Services. The goal of the grant
is to help older adults remain in their
homes and help reduce the cost of longterm health care to individuals, families,
and governments. This goal will be
achieved through utilizing three main
components of the Kingsway Community Living grant: technology, home
health services, and individualized
household services.
A key component of the Kingsway
Community Living project is the
eNeighbor® monitoring technology. The
eNeighbor® technology provides automatic detection of a need for assistance.
There are sensors placed in the home to
track the activities of daily living. There
are no cameras. Sensors are used track
the typical daily routine for the residents.
If the routine pattern is broken, a 24-hour
response center contacts a chosen responder and alerts them of the need for
assistance at the home.
Home health care services are being offered as a part of the Kingsway
Community Living project. Services that
will be provided include (but are not limited to) care coordination with families,
appointment scheduling, wound care,
medication ordering, medication admin-

istration, personal care assistance, glucose and vital signs monitoring. These
services are provided by home health
aides and or a registered nurse.
As individuals age, household tasks
become more challenging which may require an older adult to move to a retirement community if they unable to find
assistance for these tasks. Kingsway
Community Living is addressing this
issue through providing household chore
services. Lawn care, housekeeping, and
meal preparation are some examples of
the household services available. Within
this component, companionship services
— such as writing letters or reading the
mail — are also available.
Families and individuals will experience many benefits from Kingsway
Community Living. The high costs of
long-term health care can be deferred
while remaining at home. Families or
caretakers will have the peace of mind
knowing there is technology in place to
keep their loved one safe and healthy at
home. There will be the added convenience of the home health services coming to a senior’s home. Further, the burden of the household chores will be
eased. Finally, there is nothing more precious then being at home and reminiscing of the old memories and creating
new memories.
By combining all of these different
components or a combination of any of
them, an older adult will be able to stay
in their home longer. For additional information regarding Kingsway Community Living or if you would like to learn
about exciting volunteer opportunities
within the project, please call (952) 8735900 or visit the website at
www.tlha.org.

4-H: A program for
the whole family
Luke Brekke

How did you spend the end of you summer vacation?
Luke Brekke of Shakopee spent his last few weeks of vacation at the 4-H
“Hilton” (otherwise known as 4-H Building at the Minnesota State Fair). He,
along with 87 other 9-12th grade 4-H members from around Minnesota, performed
in a musical revue, “It’s a Jungle Out There.” The 4-H members spent a week in
early August putting the show together and working on team building skills. During the State Fair, Luke and the other 4-H members had a packed schedule, with
three to four performances a day; in addition, many of the members like Luke
exhibited animals, projects, performing arts, and demonstrations. (They did manage to find the time to enjoy the Fair as well!) We are very proud to have had Luke
represent Scott County 4-H at the State Fair!

Angie Tell
School: Prior Lake-Savage High School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Lucky Stars 4-H Club
Parents: Colleen and Mike Tell
Years in 4-H: 11 years
Projects of Interest: Citizenship, crafts and fine arts,
digital photography, dog, flower gardening, goat,
poultry, rabbit, scrapbooking, self-determined, sheep,
vegetable gardening, youth leadership.
Angie Tell
Do you know how to turn lavender from your
garden into extracts that can be used for soaps or
room fresheners? Angie Tell of Prior Lake won a trip to the Minnesota State Fair
this summer after receiving a blue ribbon at the Scott County Fair. She was able to
“show and tell” her peers and a judge how to make your own lavender scented
soap. This is only one of the many talents Angie has demonstrated through her
involvement in 4-H.
Angie also spent a week this summer as a 4-H overnight Camp Counselor at
Camp Patterson, teaching younger campers about geocaching, fitness fun, “Winit-in-a-Minute” games, and helping them to make new friends. This school year,
Angie will be helping the 4-H Youth Teaching Youth program visit elementary
students to teach them about making good decisions, tobacco and alcohol avoidance, preventing bullying, and just being a good role model. Thank you to Angie
for being a role model to younger members of our community.

Youth development organizations
exist to promote the positive, healthy
development of young people, and 4-H
– the oldest and largest publicly funded
youth development organization — believes that there is a richness and mutual
benefit in quality relationships shared
between youth and caring adults along
with peers and families. In just Scott
County, 4-H reaches over 5,000 youth
(with 433 youth enrolled in community
clubs).
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and —
most of all – have fun! 4-H membership is open to all youth, kindergarten
to first year after high school. 4-H is
for all kids, whether they live in cities,
towns, or rural areas; whatever their race,
religion, or gender.
No matter what interests you, 4-H
has the right project area. Some project
areas you can explore include photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports,
wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, wood science, small
engines, computer, lawn and landscape,
gardening, food and nutrition, animal
science, technology, and much more! 4H projects are fun, hands-on learning
activities that challenge youth to explore
different areas of interest.
The Scott County 4-H program currently offers 4-H clubs throughout all of
Scott County in Shakopee, New Prague,
New Market, Belle Plaine, Prior Lake,

Savage, and Jordan. To find out how to
start or join a 4-H club in your area or
for more information on 4-H, call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410. Enrollment starts this fall,
so don’t wait to sign up.

Explore the 4-H Adventure
Are you looking for a fun out of
school time program for your kids this
fall? If so, then come and try a 4-H
Adventure! 4-H Adventures let kids try
things during fun, short-term events
without formally joining clubs. It’s a
chance to try something new and connect with other kids. 4-H will be hosting two 4-H Adventure Days to let new
members come and explore the 4-H program and sample several 4-H projects.
Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at
the Scott County Extension Office in
Jordan:
Exploring the world of magic and
make believe with kitchen science, arts
and crafts, outdoor fun, cooking, and
much more! If you want, you can come
dressed up in your favorite costume.
Cost: $10 for 4-H members and $15 for
non-members.
November 12 from 9 a.m. to 12
noon at the Scott County Extension
Office in Jordan:
We will be exploring arts and crafts,
foods, animal science, wildlife and
much, much more. Cost: $10 for 4-H
members and $15 for non-members.
For more information or to sign up
for one or both events, please call (952)
492-5410.

PAGE 8 Scott County SCENE October/November 2011

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Time to buy Scott SWCD
seedlings, seed
mixes, rain barrels
Each year, Scott County residents
look forward to ordering young trees and
shrubs from the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan. Thirtyfive varieties of conifer young stock,
along with deciduous tree and shrub
seedlings, will be available. New varieties this year include white spruce,
golden (weeping) willow, pin cherry,
false indigo, and staghorn sumac. Residents may also purchase rain barrels,
four types of native seed mixes, and tree
care supplies and information books.
The tree program – considered by
many to be a true community service —
was started to promote conservation and
help residents create a more beautiful,
healthy, and ecologically balanced environment. Many of Scott County’s
farmstead and field windbreaks, wildlife habitat plantings, and reforestation
efforts have been started as a result of
this program. In more recent years, housing developments and community beautification projects have been enhanced
with the tree and shrub program.
The Scott SWCD encourages all
residents to utilize the tree program and
purchase stock to start or add to their
own beautification plans. Whether you
own a city lot and want to plant a privacy hedge or own a couple of acres and
wish to start a windbreak, these trees will
meet all your needs. Technical advice on
tree plantings for windbreaks and
shelterbelts is available upon request.

How the program works:
• The program begins in the fall
of each year. Those who have ordered
trees over the past couple years will receive a copy of the new tree order form
in early October. Scott County residents
may also request tree materials and order forms by sending their e-mail or
mailing address to dhrabe@
co.scott.mn.us. You will be added to
the mailing list and automatically receive
order materials in October. For more
information, please call Diane at (952)
492-5425. The trees, in bundles of 25,
are sold on a first-come, first-served
basis. If a variety is sold out, individuals will be notified immediately and
given the opportunity to either substitute another variety or receive a refund.
• Available prices and varieties
are indicated on the order form. Payment
must accompany every order.
• All trees are bare-root seedlings
or transplants, varying in size from eight
inches to three feet tall.
• Pickup for purchased trees and
shrubs will be held in mid-April at the
Scott County Fairgrounds. Customers
who place orders will receive a letter
about two weeks before delivery with
the specific pickup information.
Residents may contact Diane Hrabe
at (952) 492-5425 or visit
www.scottswcd.org for an order form or
additional information, which will be
posted in mid-October.

Deadline for Conservation
Leaders nominations is Oct. 17
If you know someone in Scott
County who goes above and beyond for
conservation, the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan wants to hear about them. Nominations – for individuals, families, schools
and businesses — will be accepted
through Monday, Oct. 17, for the 2011
Conservation Leaders Program.
“We want to recognize those who
choose to make a positive difference in
keeping our County environmentally
healthy,” explained Scott SWCD Manager Troy Kuphal. “We also want to
thank our generous sponsors who
stepped forward to support this program.” Sponsors include: Gold ($100)
— Art Johnson Trucking, Inc., Prior
Lake; Wolf Motors, Jordan; Lions Tap,
Inc., Eden Prairie; and Rahr Malting Co.,
Shakopee; Scott County Pheasants Forever, Chapter 125; Fish Lake
Sportsmen’s Club; Silver ($50) — Morris & Wolf Attorneys & Counselors at
Law, Shakopee; and Riverland Bank,
Jordan; JD’s Auto Service, Belle Plaine;
and Bronze ($25) — Art Johnson Trucking, Inc., Prior Lake; Prairie Farm Supply, Belle Plaine; and M. S. Excavating,
Inc., New Prague.
Nominations in four categories will
be accepted: agricultural producers/
farmers, businesses/schools, government entities (cities, townships, watersheds, et cetera), and urban/city residents. If chosen, the four winners will
each receive a personalized Conservation Leaders sign for their property. And
from these top four honorees, an overall winner will be chosen and recognized
at the Scott SWCD appreciation banquet
in December and receive a beautiful
keepsake plaque, along with outdoor
signage for their property or business.

Winners will be chosen based on their
conservation efforts, community involvement and approach to natural resource protection and enhancement..
Whether your neighbor or a local
merchant catches rain water to nourish
their flowers, installed a raingarden,
plants corn plots for deer and turkeys,
established a windbreak of native trees
and shrubs, operates an environmentfriendly feedlot, put pervious pavers in
a parking lot or repaired an eroding gully
area on his or her property, we want to
know about their efforts and honor them
for their diligence!
The award application form is available at the Scott SWCD website
www.scottswcd.org. You can fill it out
online and return it via e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us or print it out,
complete it, and return it to Conservation Leaders Program, Scott SWCD,
7151 190th Street West, Suite 125, Jordan, Minnesota 55352. For more information, to nominate someone or become
a sponsor, call (952) 492-5425.

Flowers appreciated
Scott County thanks Malmborg’s Garden Center and Greenhouse in Shakopee
for donating all the annuals that were planted this year at the Government
Center. Volunteers then planted the garden in May.

Help woody ornamentals
survive coming winter
The effects of winter sun, wind, temperature fluctuations, snow, and ice can
all combine to make winter a high-hazard time for tree and shrub health. Animal browsing is an additional challenge
in our winter landscapes. Here’s a checklist for gardeners who want to minimize
injury to woody ornamentals in the coming winter.
Apply tree wraps and tree guards
to prevent sunscald. Sunscald occurs
when winter sun heats up bark on the
south or west side of a tree enough to
stimulate cambial (tissue) activity. When
shading or sunset causes the air temperature to drop quickly, the activated cambium is killed — resulting in dead bark
on the south or west side of a tree in the
form of sunken, dried, or cracked areas.
To prevent sunscald, tree wraps and
guards should be applied in fall. They
should be light-colored to reflect sun and
to keep bark at a lower temperature on
sunny winter days. Pay special attention
to trees that have bark newly exposed to
sun from recent pruning to raise tree
canopies; trees that have been recently
transplanted from shady sites to sunny
sites; and young trees and other thinbarked trees such as cherries, crabapples,
plums, maples, mountain ash, basswood,
and honey locust. You will need to protect newly planted and thin-barked trees
for several years, but remember to remove tree wraps each spring and reapply them in autumn.
Avoid over-watering and late season fertilizing that can encourage late
season succulent growth. Late season
growth is vulnerable to winter injury.
Avoid under-watering of your
trees and shrubs. Remember to water
trees and shrubs in your landscape until
the ground freezes. As temperatures drop
in autumn and plants are acclimating for
winter, it is easy to forget that they still
need water. Inadequate watering stresses
plants. Avoid this stress by watering until the ground freezes. The average freeze
date of soils in Minnesota ranges from
mid-November through mid-December;
the average date for Minneapolis and St.
Paul is December 6.
Roots are less hardy than stems of
woody plants and can be injured when
soil temperatures reach 10-15° Fahrenheit. Thankfully, soil temperatures are
much higher than air temperatures in
winter. A moist soil holds more heat than
dry soil and helps to prevent deep frost
penetration.
Evergreen foliage that turns
brown during winter due to desiccation and injury is called winter burn.
Damage often occurs on the south,

Burlap wraps help prevent winter
burn in evergreens.

southwest, or windward side of evergreens; in severe cases, an entire plant
can be affected. Winter burn can affect
all evergreens, but yew, arborvitae, and
hemlocks are particularly susceptible.
Minimize winter burn by watering evergreens until the ground freezes in late
autumn or early winter.
Construct a barrier around plants
susceptible to winter burn to protect
them from winter sun and wind. A
second way that winter burn occurs is
similar to sunscald damage on tree
trunks. Cellular activity in evergreen
foliage can be stimulated by sunny winter days that increase tissue temperature
in evergreen foliage. When shading or
sunset occurs, foliage temperature drops,
resulting in foliage injury or mortality.
A short term (but aesthetically unappealing) solution to this problem is to construct a barrier of burlap or cut evergreen
branches around plants to protect them
from winter sun and wind.
Don’t apply anti-transpirant
sprays to prevent winter burn. Most
research shows that anti-transpirant
sprays do not protect evergreens from
winter burn.
Apply several inches of mulch
around your trees and shrubs to
buffer soil temperatures. Mulch is especially important at preventing cold
injury to roots during snowless winters.
Snow is a great insulator and moderator
of soil temperatures. In its absence, several inches of mulch will help to moderate soil temperature.
Protect your trees and shrubs
from animal damage. Protect tree
trunks and shrubs from rodent and rabbit feeding damage by using tree guards
or a hardware cloth wrap. Start your protection a few inches below the ground
for mice and extend it 24 inches above
the average snow line for rabbit protection. Or protect entire beds from rodents,
rabbits, and deer with wire fencing, repellent sprays, or by hanging repellantdrenched rags.
Source: Kathy Zuzek, UMN Extension Educator
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City of Prior Lake named outstanding conservationist
The City of Prior Lake was recently selected as
the 2011 Outstanding Conservationist of the Year for
its innovative and diligent care of natural resources in
Scott County. Nominated by the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan, the City was also
named one of the top finalists in the entire state. The
City will be recognized at the Minnesota Association
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD)
Convention in December. Prior Lake, with its more
than 23,000 residents, 14 lakes, 54 parks, and 100 miles
of sidewalks and trails, has proven that local governments “out of the box” environmental stewards of the
land. The following examples show why the City of
Prior is so deserving of this award.
Innovative programs
The City of Prior Lake is making every attempt to
keep its lakes clean, control erosion, and “naturalize”
its urban areas. One such program is its “Smart Snow
and Ice Control Program” that helped lower chloride
concentrations in local lakes. The program now encompasses all City streets, cutting salt concentration
by more than half.
Another key program is the City’s targeted intensive street-sweeping program, which features a regenerative air sweeper used daily to remove sediment and
organic debris from the roads that would otherwise
runoff and sully nearby waters. In 2010, Prior Lake
removed 1.2 million pounds of leaves and debris, preventing them from flowing into storm water ponds,
wetlands, and lakes.

The City of Prior Lake was recently chosen as the
2011 Scott SWCD Outstanding Conservationist of
the Year and will be recognized on the state level
in December. City staff pictured above are (left to
right) Water Resource Engineer Ross Bintner,
Associate Civil Engineer Aaron Carranza, and
Natural Resources Manager Al Friedges.

Tree planting
Reforestation is yet another of the City’s priorities. Partnering with the DNR, staff most recently targeted boulevard enhancements on key thoroughfares,
planting more than 800 trees. Prior Lake also has its
own nursery and tree farm, and has developed a park
bench
and
tree
dedication
program.
Wetland restoration
Because wetlands are so important in filtering pollutants, the City designed an innovative irrigation
project that protects natural resources and saves money.
It uses near-surface groundwater and reuses stormwater
runoff in a large area that drains to a parking lot, play
area, residential development, and 10 athletic fields.
With this project, Prior Lake reduced municipal water
supply use by around 900,000 gallons per year.
The City also participated in “wetland scraping,” a relatively new technique that is used to get rid of reed
canary grass and recover native plant seeds. Staff experimented on a small area over the winter, and so far,
the City has been able to identify dozens of native
plants restored with the innovative wetland scrape.
Shoreline protection
Protecting and stabilizing shorelines along its lakes,
the City worked with the Scott SWCD and Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District, the City of Shakopee, and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) to make improvements and reduce erosion near the Prior Lake channel and outlet. Staff also
completed three shoreline restoration projects within
the City limits in partnership with the Scott SWCD,
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO),
and Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District.

Naturalizing developments with native plants,
infiltration ponds, and raingardens are just some
of the ways the City of Prior Lake is making a
lasting environmental difference in the water, soil,
and wildlife habitat areas in Scott County.

Wildlife habitat improvements
To attract wildlife, improve food and nesting cover
for waterfowl, and reduce soil erosion, the City worked
with Scott WMO and Scott SWCD planting native
prairie grasses and forbs in one of its parks. Where
once there were steep eroding slopes and a soccer field
now stands a beautiful tall grass prairie with abundant
wildflowers and wildlife. The City also partnered with
DNR to implement the “Fishing in the Neighborhood”
program. Prior Lake identified ponds that froze out
and purchased aeration systems. Working with DNR,
the staff stocked northern, bass, sunfish, and crappies
in Little Prior Lake. Fishing piers were also built, with
special provisions for young children and handicap
accessibility.
Urban practices
During street reconstruction projects, the City
helped homeowners design and install 25 residential
raingardens that contain the runoff with deep-rooted

native plantings that allow pollutants to be absorbed
into the soil rather than flowing into the storm water
system. More are planned in the future.
To improve water quality, the City also partnered with
the Prior Lake-Savage Area School District and Scott
WMO, taking storm sewer pipes offline and treating
runoff from Grainwood Elementary School in a
bioretention area near its running track and football
field. New technologies are being studied as part this
project as well. One of them, the “Minnesota Filter,”
is an iron-enhanced sand filter that sits on the edge of
a water quality pond and actually removes additional
dissolved phosphorus.
And when the City built its new water treatment
facility, site improvements included a turf roof over
the 1.5-million gallon reservoir attached to the Treatment Facility. The facility also boasts a filter garden
and pervious pavers.
Partnering with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC), the City also invites residents to
compost and offers a free dropoff site for Prior Lake
residents. The compost is then hauled to the SMSC
site compost facility. The system also started processing food waste from the casino and local schools. Recently, the City of Savage joined this effort. Prior Lake
then utilizes the “finished” compost in landscape beds
and as top dressing on its athletic fields.
Outreach and education
The City emphasizes outreach at every opportunity, working with the Prior Lake Association to promote its annual “Dive the Lake” event. The City also
sponsors a Lake Cleanup Day each year. Additionally,
the City assisted local schools with cleanup events and
hosted erosion control workshops for home builders,
municipal/county turf maintenance personnel, private
contractors, and residents. Staff routinely highlights
education topics at kiosks and online, encourages the
use of rain barrels and raingardens, supports
stormwater and infiltration pond installation, and sponsors a free buckthorn removal/pickup program. The
City also built community gardens, adding raised beds
for elderly and handicapped gardeners. In a related
program, “Plant the Plate” invites children to plant and
weed their own gardens.
Partnerships
Funding and technical advice for many of the City
of Prior Lake’s conservation and innovative practices
are truly collaborative, multi-agency partnerships that
include Scott WMO, DNR, the Board of Water and
Soil Resources, Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District, the University of Minnesota, the Scott Clean
Water Education Program, Scott SWCD, and other
grant agencies and funding sources.
“The City of Prior Lake is one of the most proactive, conservation-minded cities in Scott County, possibly the entire state,” explained Scott SWCD District
Manager Troy Kuphal. “In everyday operations, staff
tries to find more environmentally-friendly ways of
doing business. In big and small ways, the City addresses natural resource challenges with forward-thinking opportunities and solid, innovative solutions. This
shining example of conservation and stewardship is
sure to inspire other cities to follow their lead.”

Cleaning streets, driveways prevents algae in water
In a manner of speaking, everyone
has “lakefront property.” When it rains,
the rain water (stormwater) picks up
leaves, dirt, grass clippings, lawn fertilizer and anything else on our streets and
driveways and carries it into storm
drains. The storm drains are connected
to underground pipes that carry the dirty
storm water runoff into ponds, wetlands,
lakes, and rivers. In essence, your driveway and lawn is connected to a nearby
lake or river. So help keep our waters
clean and rake up any leaves and other
yard debris this fall.
Phosphorus is a major source of
water pollution to our lakes and rivers.
City streets, driveways, and parking lots
provide a pathway for phosphorus to get
into the water. Phosphorus comes from
decaying organic matter such as leaves,
grass clippings and loose dirt. This de-

caying organic matter contributes to algae blooms which consume oxygen
needed for native plant and wildlife survival.
The City of Prior Lake has developed an aggressive street sweeping program in order to prevent leaves and organic debris from entering our lakes and
rivers which can contribute to algae
blooms. Even though the City regularly
sweeps the streets in the fall, residents
throughout the County are encouraged
to help with cleaning up leaves and organic debris from their lawns, driveways
and curb and gutters and dispose of it
properly at a compost facility or for
curb-side pickup.
Students from Prior Lake-Savage
Area Schools EcoTeam are planning to
rake, sweep or shovel leaves, dirt and
organic debris on city streets and boule-

their own Community Clean Up for Water Quality as well. Gather your friends
and neighbors to rake, sweep, and bag
leaves from lawns, driveways and curb
and gutter and take them to a composting
facility or collect for curb-side pickup
by your refuse hauler. Collecting five
bags of leaves prevents one pound of
phosphorus from entering lakes and rivers, which equals 1,000 pounds of algae!
Raking leaves from yards,
driveways, and curbs helps prevent
phosphorus from entering streams,
lakes, and rivers. Algae thrives on
phosphorus.

vards in neighborhoods adjacent to the
Credit River in Savage. The debris will
be bagged and hauled to a compost site.
Residents are encouraged to organize

For more information about organizing your own Community Clean Up
for Water Quality, contact Dan Miller
with the Scott Clean Water Education
Program at (952) 492-5424 or
dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Page 10 Scott County SCENE October/November 2011

Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Take precautions to avoid identity theft
Everyday transactions require you to share personal information about yourself with others.
Identity theft occurs when someone steals your personal information, credit
cards, checks, or driver’s license — and then uses those to obtain credit or merchandise in your name. It is one of the fastest growing crimes in America.
The harm to your credit and daily life can be devastating if you are a victim of
identity theft. Many victims have difficulties getting new credit cards or loans
because of the damage to their credit ratings. Frequently, victims aren’t aware they
are a victim of identity theft for months or even years.
How is identity theft committed?
• “Shoulder surfing” – watching you from a nearby location as you punch
in your PIN number, calling card number, telephone number, et cetera.
• “Dumpster diving” – going through your garbage cans, commercial
dumpster, or trash bin to obtain copies of your checks, credit card statements, bank
statements, or other records.
• Simply stealing your purse or your wallet.
• Stealing from your mailbox.
• Obtaining pre-approved credit cards which are discarded without being
destroyed.
• Opening up a new credit card account or obtaining a loan using your
personal identification.
• Establishing cellular phone service or other utility service in your name.
• Opening a bank account in your name and writing bad checks on that
account.
• Working, using another’s personal identification.
How can it be prevented?
Identity thieves sometimes pose as business, bank, or government representatives to get you to reveal personal information. Legitimate financial or government organizations that do business with you already have this information
and will not ask for it over the telephone.
· Limit the amount of personal identification you carry in your wallet or
purse.
• Avoid carrying more blank checks on you than you actually need. Do not
have your social security number pre-printed on your checks.
• Keep good back-up information about your accounts in case your wallet
or purse if stolen.
• When you go on vacation, take a list of toll-free telephone numbers for
your banking and credit card companies.
• Consider canceling any credit cards you don’t really need or haven’t used
in six months.
• Never provide personal information over the telephone, internet, or through
the mail unless you’ve initiated the contact. This includes your social security number, mother’s maiden name, or any account numbers.
• Destroy (preferably shred) credit card applications and pre-approved credit
cards you receive in the mail.
• Review your credit card bills and checking account statements as soon as
they arrive to ensure that there is no fraudulent activity. If they don’t arrive at the
normal time of the month, call your financial institution or credit card company
immediately and ask them about it.
• Obtain a copy of your credit report at least once a year to check for errors.
You can order a copy of your credit report from each one of the major credit
bureaus. (See below.)
• Be careful and alert at ATMs and while using phone cards.
• Do not put checks in the mail from your home mailbox.
• When you order new credit cards in the mail or when you are expecting
replacement cards or checks, watch the calendar to make sure the cards arrive
within the appropriate time. Find out if a change of address was filed if you don’t
receive the cards, checks or statements.
• Check your mailbox daily.
• Do not put your telephone number on checks.
• Consider making your telephone number an unlisted number or just use an
initial instead of a full first name.
• Whenever possible, obtain credit cards and business cards with your picture on them.
• If someone you don’t know calls you on the telephone and offers you the
chance to receive a “major” credit card, a prize, or other valuable item but asks you
for personal data, ask them to send you a written application. If they won’t do it,
simply hang up.
• When you are traveling, have your mail held at your post office or ask
someone you trust to collect and hold your mail for you.
What do I do if it happens to me?
• Contact the fraud departments of each of the three major credit bureaus,
report the theft, and ask that a “fraud alert” be placed on their file and that no new
credit be granted without your approval.
• Contact all creditors immediately. Ask that old accounts be processed as
“account closed at consumer’s request.” Watch your mail and credit card bills for
evidence of new fraudulent activity.
• File a report with the law enforcement agency where the identity theft
took place. Get the report number or a copy of the report in case the bank, as credit
card company or others will need proof of the crime later.
• Keep a log of all transactions and conversations with authorities and fiIDENTITY THEFT continued at right
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Focus on farm safety
Farm-related accidents claim lives
The tragedy of a farm-related death
or injury can be devastating, both emotionally and physically. It can also cause
an economic and social burden when a
productive member of a community is
incapacitated or dies. Unfortunately,
the nine-state Upper Midwest experiences almost 200 agricultural deaths per
year and about 20,000 disabling injuries,
based on figures from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH). In Minnesota, about
two dozen fatalities are attributed to traumatic farm-related injuries each year.
A review of data collected by the
Greater Plains Center for Agricultural
Health (GPCAH), a NIOSH-funded agricultural center, shows that the causes
of injury and death have remained similar over the years. The majority of fatalities are from:
• Tractors that overturn without
rollover protection
• Becoming struck by, or entangled in,
machinery in operation or during
maintenance
• Falls
• Suffocating in a flowing grain bin
• Farm equipment colliding with other
vehicles on rural roadways
News media reports compiled by
GPCAH during 2011 describe some
tragedies already this year in Minnesota:
In Cottonwood, Wadena, and Stearns

Counties, there were entanglements in
power takeoff driven shafts. Fatalities
involved skid steers in Lake and Benton
Counties. Farm equipment collisions occurred in Hallock, Kellogg, and Dent.
One death was caused by livestock trampling.
In addition to the personal and family losses resulting from these deaths and
injuries, there are costs associated with
medical care, lost productivity and intangible societal losses. A study published in 2001 showed that agricultural
occupational injuries cost an estimated
$4.57 billion per year in the United
States. Farm safety begins with us —
we can work together to prevent injuries and deaths.
Source: Katherine Waters, an agricultural health and safety educator and
food systems program leader with University of Minnesota Extension. She also
serves on the Midwest Center for Occupational Health and Safety Advisory
Committee. Murray Madsen is the
former associate director of the Great
Plains Center for Agricultural Health.

IDENTITY THEFT continued

nancial institutions. Send correspondence by certified mail. Keep copies of all
letters and documents.
• If you have had checks stolen or bank accounts set up fraudulently, report
it to the check verification companies. Cancel your checking and savings accounts
and obtain new account numbers.
• If your ATM card has been stolen, obtain a new card, account number, and
password. When creating a password, avoid using easily available information
(like your mother’s name, your birth date, the last four digits of your Social Security number, your phone number, or an easy series of numbers such as 1234).
• If your social security number is misused, call the Social Security Administration to report the fraudulent use. As a last resort, you might want to change
your social security number. However, the Social Security Administration will only
change the number if you fit into their victim fraud criteria.
• If you have a passport, notify the passport office in writing to be aware of
anyone trying to order a new passport fraudulently.
The major credit bureaus are:
Experian
Equifax
P.O. Box 2104
P.O. Box 740241
Allen, TX 75013
Atlanta, GA 30374
888-397-3742 (reports)
800-685-1111 (reports)
888-397-3742 (fraud)
800-525-6285 (fraud)
www.equifax.com
www.experian.com

Trans Union
P.O. Box 1000
Chester, PA 19022
800-888-4213 (reports)
800-680-7289 (fraud)
www.transunion.com

Some other options to consider:
• Slow the flow of junk mail and telemarketers, which are mostly a waste of
time and resources. Every pre-approved credit offer that’s sent to you is another
invitation for someone to open a credit line in your name. To remove your name
from the marketing lists of the three credit reporting bureaus, call the Opt-Out
Line at 1-888-567-8688.
• Sign up for the Federal Trade Commission’s National Do Not Call Registry and the Direct Marketing Association’s Telephone Preference Service. Your
name is added to the “deletion lists” used by nationwide marketers. You may also
need to register for your state’s “do not call” list. (National number: 1-888-3821222)
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2011 Tax Payment Options CAP’s Hope for the Holidays
program seeks sponsors
Second half property taxes due October 17;
Agricultural property taxes due November 15
Scott County has several tax payment options for your convenience.
Payments can be made at Customer Service (Scott County Government Center) on Mondays and Thursdays, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
You can drive up to the designated tent area near the entry of the Government Center on Monday, October 17 and not even leave your car. Staff will
be available from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to take your property tax payment.
Tax payment drop-off boxes are located…
Inside the Government Center in front of Customer Service and near
the front receptionist desk.
• Outside the entry of the Government Center near the postal mailbox
October 1 - October 17.
• At all Scott County libraries from October 10 - October 17. (Please
check local libraries for hours)

•

Direct payment — You can also have your property taxes automatically
deducted from your checking or savings account on the due dates that are shown
on your tax payment stubs. For more information on direct deposit, please call
(952) 496-8153.

As the leaves begin to change, the
Scott Carver Dakota CAP Agency’s focus is beginning to shift to preparations
to help those who will be unable to provide gifts for their families this holiday
season. The Scott Carver Dakota CAP
Agency’s Hope for the Holidays program is in full swing and is actively seeking sponsors for this year’s holiday season. Hope for the Holidays assists families living in Scott and Carver Counties
in providing holiday gifts for their children. Many of these children look forward to the holidays as the only time
during the year when they receive special gifts other than necessities.
The Hope for the Holidays program
is a unique opportunity to spread holiday joy beyond our own lives and touch
the lives of those who are most in need.
Hope for the Holidays sponsors are
matched with families so they can see
the difference that their contribution

makes. Consider
the difference you
could make in
someone else’s life
this holiday season.
The suggested contribution per child
is $50, and this
amount can make
all the difference
for a struggling
family. Often, the Hope for the Holidays
program saves many families from having to make the difficult decision between paying rent and utilities or buying children holiday gifts.
For more information, contact Linda
Shelton at (952) 402-9856. To become
a sponsor for the Hope for the Holidays,
please call (952) 402-9871 until Nov. 1
to request a sponsorship form — or visit
CAP’s website at www.capagency.org.

Keep the phosphorus out of fertilizer
That’s right — when you buy fertilizer for your yard, make sure the middle
number is zero. The three numbers on
every bag of fertilizer represent percent
by weight nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium, in that order. This does not
mean you will not be buying a fertilizer
without phosphorus altogether, the way
the law is written “zero” is defined as
less than 0.67 percent by weight phosphorus. Minnesota Law states that fertilizer containing phosphorus cannot be
used on lawns and turf grass unless:
• A soil test or plant tissue test
shows a need for phosphorus;
• A new lawn is being established

by seed or sod;
• Fertilizer is being applied on a
golf course by trained staff; or
• Fertilizer is being applied on
sod farms growing sod for sale.
The law also requires that phosphorus fertilizer (or any fertilizer) spread or
spilled on a paved surface be cleaned
up immediately to prevent it from being
washed into a storm drain or waterbody.
Keep in mind that storm drains on roads
do not get treated at a wastewater treatment plant and commonly drain into
water bodies, particularly in older neighborhoods.

This law was enacted to reduce the
over-enrichment of lakes, rivers, and
streams with the nutrient phosphorus.
Too much phosphorus will cause algae
blooms and an overabundance of aquatic
weeds. A couple key points about phosphorus: First, it does not leach through
the soil profile because of its electrical
charge, as does nitrogen. Therefore, the
phosphorus runoff issue is being addressed with this law. Also, most Minnesota soils have plenty of phosphorus.
Finally, this new law hasn’t increased consumer cost — and most consumers are supportive of efforts to improve water quality.

Library News

Visiting authors to explain writing process
People visit libraries for many reasons. You want
to take your grandchild to story time… you want to
find a good book to read… your kids need to do homework… you want to research a new car (or find out
how to fix your old car)… and so on. In addition to
these traditional (and sometimes not so traditional)
reasons to use the library, why not visit the library to
do something just a little different?
In November 2008, Minnesota voters approved a
constitutional amendment to dedicate funds for
Minnesota’s Outdoor Heritage, Clean Water, Parks
and Trails, and Arts and Cultural Heritage. Under the
“Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund” (ACHF),
Minnesota’s 300-plus public libraries receive funding
to provide programs and services in the areas of arts,
culture, literature, and Minnesota history. Your Scott
County libraries are once again able to offer a variety
of fun, fascinating, and educational programs because
of this funding.
First Thursday
Danceteria (October –
April) – Back by popular demand! Free, live
dance bands and dance
instructors will be available at Club Prior (in the
same building as the Prior
Lake Branch Library) on
the first Thursday of the
month. On October 6
from 7-9 p.m., Gary
Shulte’s String Attack started the series with swing
dancing. People of all ages and all levels of swing dance
experience are invited to come and dance with us, and
with instructors Monique and Noah on a beautiful
dance floor. You are also welcome if you just want to
listen to the music and watch the dancers. Light refreshments from the Edelweiss bakery will be served,

courtesy of the Prior Lake Friends of the Library.
Watch for Salsa, Cajun, Scandinavian, Czech, Irish,
and Civil War-era bands and dances on future First
Thursdays.
Inkslingers: Writers in the Libraries (October
– November) – An exciting slate of top-notch local
authors will visit the libraries and talk about their books
and the writing process. Books will be available for
purchase and signing at the events.
• Hear Brian Freeman at the New Prague
Branch Library on Tuesday, October 25 at 7 p.m.
• Visit with Stanley Gordon West at the Savage Branch Library on Monday, November 1 at 7 p.m.
• Peter Geye, winner of the 2010 Indie Lit Best
Literary Fiction Award, will appear at the Prior Lake
Branch Library on Monday, November 7 at 7 p.m.
• Hear Eric Dregni at the Savage Branch Library on Thursday, November 10 at the Savage Library at 7 p.m.
This fall, the Scott County Library System is
pleased to offer free writing classes as part of
Inkslingers. The classes will be taught by published
writers and poets, Loft Literary Center instructors, and
experienced workshop presenters. Class size is limited and registration is required, so visit or call the
hosting library to register. The schedule is as follows:
Writing Life for Teens (6th – 12th grade) by Kate
St. Vincent Vogl, 6:30 to 8:3 p.m. on Monday, October 17 at the Savage Branch Library (952-707-1770)
Beginning Memoir: Finding Your Story by Angela Foster, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 27
at the Shakopee Branch Library (952-233-9590)
Making It Real (Developing prose and a narrative arc) by Kate St. Vincent Vogl, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, November 2 at the Prior Lake Branch
Library (952-447-3375)
The Creative Process (hands on) by Roseanne

Bane, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 16
at the Savage Branch Library (952-707-1770)
Getting Started (tools and methods) by Roseanne
Bane, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 17 at
the Shakopee Branch Library (952-233-9590)
Why Is It So Hard to Write Even When I Want
To? By Roseanne Bane, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 29 at the Prior Lake Branch Library
(952-447-3375)
Be sure to pick up your library newsletter, the
Inkslingers brochure, or check the “Calendar of
Events” on the Scott County Library website
(www.scott.lib.mn.us) for more programs and for additional information.
The Law Library offers free monthly family law
clinics. Register at (952) 496-8713 for an opportunity
to arrange a half hour appointment with a volunteer
attorney about Family Court.
Visit your branch library, call, or check out the
website for more information about library programs
(or anything else).
Administrative Office
Belle Plaine Library
Elko New Market Library
Jordan Library
New Prague Library
Prior Lake Library
Savage Library
Shakopee Library
Scott County Law Library
Renewal Line
www.scott.lib.mn.us

(952) 707-1760
(952) 873-6767
(952) 461-3460
(952) 492-2500
(952) 758-2391
(952) 447-3375
(952) 707-1770
(952) 233-9590
(952) 496-8713
(952) 890-9184

P. S. Don’t forget about e-books and all the homework assistance the Library has available!
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Savage:

Savage among best places to live
Savage is one of the best places to live in America,
according to a new list by CNN’s Money magazine.
In a list of 100 “terrific small towns…boast(ing) great
job opportunities, top-notch schools, safe streets, economic strength, and more,” Savage ranks number 51.
Money cites Savage’s strong growth since the 1996
construction the Highway 169 Minnesota River bridge
and the fact that the city has retained its small-town
feel while developing modern suburban qualities.
Other features credited with contributing to the
community’s quality of life include Savage’s affordable housing stock; protected wetlands; and an array
of parks – 22 to be exact. Visit money.cnn.com to
read more about Savage’s listing and see who else made
the list.

From Shakopee:

Jack-o-Lantern 5K and Kids
Pumpkin Run is October 29

fied organic garden Mdewakanton Wozupi has been
successful. The garden produced enough fruits and
vegetables for the 50 members of the Tribally Supported Agriculture program to receive 18 weekly boxes
of freshly picked organic produce; snacks for children
at Playworks and children in the SMSC Education
Department summer activities program; a weekly
Farmers’ Market; and some Community restaurants,
with excess for sale at Mazopiya, the tribe’s natural
food market. In addition to tripling in size, the garden
added a greenhouse and a high hoop to be completed
this fall to extend the growing season. A three-acre
orchard was also planted. For more information about
the garden, go to www.smscwozupi.org.

CR 42 and 17 project underway
The SMSC, Scott County, and the City of Shakopee are partnering on a reconstruction project at the
intersection of County Roads (CR) 42 and
17(Marschall Road). Federal and tribal funds will be
used for the project, with the SMSC contributing $1.5
million of the total $5 to $7 million project.
This intersection has a high crash rate, with four
fatalities since 2005. In addition to making this a safer
intersection, grade separation will provide for efficient
movement of traffic in the area; an overpass will carry
traffic north on CR 17. Separate exit and entrance
ramps will dramatically decrease the possibility of Tbone accidents at this intersection. Improvements along
CR 17 approximately 1,500 feet north and south of
CR 42 will include trails and storm water treatment
ponding. Construction will be completed in 2012.
While the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is not legally required to pay for improvements
to the system of roads and highways that lead to its
reservation, it has a history and practice of funding
road construction near and through the reservation. In
previous years, the SMSC has helped fund road construction on CR 42, CR 83, CR 82, McKenna Road,
and others — including the installation of traffic control signals (stoplights).

Organics recycling facility open

Youngsters sprinted off in last year’s Kids’
Pumpkin Run.

Calling all runners! Join us for a fun-filled morning at the Jack-o-Lantern 5K and Kids Pumpkin Run
being held Saturday, October 29. Both runs begin and
end at the Shakopee Community Center (1255 Fuller
Street). All participants are invited to wear a Halloween costume. You do not have to be a Shakopee resident to participate in either run.
The Jack-o-Lantern 5K begins that morning at 9
a.m. To register for the race, visit www.active.com/
running/shakopee-mn/jackolantern-5k-and-kidspumpkin-run-2011 and click the green “Register Now”
button. Register early for discounted prices ($25 Oct.
7 to 27), or register on race day between 7:30 and 8:30
a.m. for $30. Please Note: Due to the narrow paths
along the 5K course, runners are not allowed to bring/
use strollers, roller blades, or pets during the race.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
The Kids Pumpkin Run is at 10:15 a.m. Register at
www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/onlineregistration.cfm for
“Jacko 2011.” (Registrations will not be accepted on
race day.) The registration fee is $5.
The top three male and female finishers in each
age group will receive an award. Additionally, there
will be prizes for best costume. For more information, please visit www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/
jackolantern5k.cfm.

From the SMSC:

Mdewakanton Wozupi
In spite of the cold wet spring and hot, wet summer, the second growing season of the SMSC’s certi-

Trash haulers, government staff, and residential,
commercial, industrial, and community entities from
the metro area and southern Minnesota (including
Ramsey County, the City of Minneapolis, Blue Earth
County, and Washington County) are interested in the
SMSC’s newest venture. The Organics Recycling Facility opened on September 6 on tribal land to process
organic materials into compost in a process that takes
only 12 weeks using a windrow technology.
The site accepts all manner of organic materials
including food waste, brush, wood waste, source separated organics, produce, manure, straw, grass, leaves,
and paper waste. For more information, call the SMSC
Land and Natural Resources Department at (952) 4966136.

From Prior Lake:

Suburban Transit provides
efficient, cost-effective service
Transit is an important part of our regional transportation infrastructure in both the central cities and
the suburban sectors of the metropolitan area. Over
the last 20 years, suburban transit providers have shown
they not only deliver frequent service, but can do so
cost-efficiently and in cooperation with one another.
Several years ago, Prior Lake, Shakopee, and Scott
County partnered for the purposes of comprehensive
transit planning and the operation of the BlueXpress
express commuter service. Since the opening of the
Southbridge Crossings Transit Station in July 2007,
BlueXpress rider numbers have doubled – in fact, suburban transit providers have experienced more growth
in the region than any other transit provider.
More recently, Scott and Carver County partnered
to form SmartLink Transit, which provides dial-a-ride
and mobility service to residents of both counties.
Between January and August of 2010, SmartLink car-

ried more passengers than Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin
and Washington Counties combined. On average,
SmartLink carries four passengers per hour, double the
two passengers per hour average of the other providers. The cost for this service is approximately $15 per
passenger, compared to $25 per passenger for other
providers.
The cost to provide suburban express service is
generally higher (due to the longer routes) than the
cost of urban local service; however, when you measure efficiency by subsidy per passenger per mile, suburban express trips are among the most efficient, averaging about $0.30 per passenger per mile. The unmeasured, and often unrecognized, benefits suburban transit providers bring to the region are:
• A reduction of the number of automobiles on
some of the region’s most congested highways (three
buses carrying an average of 30 passengers per day
will result in 660 fewer cars on Hwy. 169 per day);
and
• The suburban providers are cost-effective
“micro labs” where new transit techniques are tested
and refined for use by all.
The challenge of transit is to have all segments of
the population embrace its benefits. The suburban providers are doing just that, and in a prudent, innovative,
and cost-effective manner.

From the townships:

Winter snowplowing in townships
Scott County’s townships would like to give their
residents a few tips before winter arrives. As you may
remember all too well, last year we had a good amount
of snow — which at times was difficult to remove from
the rural roads.
Each Township has a snow policy, which usually
includes details as to which roads will be plowed and
in what order (usually done in this manner for the
school bus services, but also for facilities or residences
with special circumstances). Obviously, snow removal
is important for everyone’s safety. The plowing of
roads is done at the Township’s discretion and will not
be plowed until weather conditions allow, and township snowplow timing is dependent upon county, state,
and federal road access.
While residents of a Township are required to clear
their own driveways, here are a few tips to remember.
• When removing snow, remember to think
ahead! The driveway will need to be wide enough for
all emergency vehicles to get through. Be prepared
for where all the snow will go… not just the first snowfall, but for all the winter months.
• It is important to clear your 911 markers to
keep them visible at all times.
• Remove snow from around your mailbox.
The postal service is not required to deliver mail if
they can’t reach your mailbox.
• Push snow away from the front of your
driveway and away from your culverts. Culverts
with highly piled snow will remain frozen longer in
the spring — and water will build up. This will hinder
the ability of the culvert to open for drainage.
• Remember, it is illegal for anyone to plow
snow across a township roadway. This can cause
dangerous ridging on roads and — if left to freeze —
could cause an accident. If a Township finds a resident responsible for this act, the Township could correct the damage and bill the resident.
• When removing snow from your driveway,
please remember to pull the snow back off the edge
of the road as far as possible. A large buildup of
hard snow and ice can cause damage to the contractor’s
snow plow blades, which in turn will cost the township – and you — money.
Remember winter courtesy! Snowplows cannot
always see vehicles on the road. Please remember to
pull over as far as possible when you see the plow.
Because of mailboxes and signs, the plow cannot pull
over to the side — and may even need to pull farther
onto the road. Allow the equipment operator this extra courtesy, even in the summer grading months – but
especially in the winter.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

October/November 2011 Scott County SCENE Page 13

Highway construction continues through fall
County Highway (CH) 17 – Norton Drive to
Wood Duck Trail and CH 42 from CH 17
to 1200’ east
CH 17 is being reconstructed at the CH 42 intersection to provide a grade separation for traffic safety.
Work includes bridge construction, grading, aggregate
base, storm sewer, and bituminous pavement. SM
Hentges and Sons Inc. is the prime contractor. Work
started in July, and has a completion date of mid-October. The contractor is currently working on the bridge
deck and constructing the road approaches. The road
will remain open to traffic during construction; expect
minor delays.
CH 21 – CH 42 to 1000 feet north of Southbridge
Parkway
CH 21 is being constructed to a four-lane divided
urban roadway on new alignment. Work includes grading; storm sewer; water main; sanitary sewer; box culverts; a transit station and a bus-only ramp onto TH
169; traffic signals at CH 42, CH16, and CH 18/
Southbridge; and concrete pavement. Enebak Construction is the prime contractor. The road is now open
to traffic and the contractor is working on final cleanup
of the project. The transit station at the intersection of
CH 21 and CH 16 is currently being constructed and
is scheduled to open in June 2012.
CH 44 – From Sue Ann Lane to .9 miles east on
CH 44 and from 1400 feet south of CH 44 to .65
miles north on CH 27 and CH 27 – From 1337
feet South of TH 44 to 0.65 miles North in the
City of Savage
CH 44 is being constructed in two phases to a fourlane divided urban roadway. The north phase of work
includes grading, aggregate base, concrete curb and
gutter, storm sewer, concrete walk, bituminous walk,
a traffic signal at the intersection of CH 27/CH 44,

and bituminous pavement.
Chard Tiling and Excavating
is the prime contractor. CH
44 is now open to traffic,
with the contractor working
on the frontage road and
trails.
On the CR 27 portion of
the project, the contractor is
currently reconstructing the roadway south of CR 44
along with trails, sidewalks, and blacktop paving. At
present, a three-way stop is set up at the intersection
of CR27/CH44 while the signal is being installed. Expect minor delays. The scheduled completion date is
October 28, 2011. The south phase of CR 44 is scheduled for construction in 2013.

CH 66 – From TH 169 to Hillside Drive
This work includes a box culvert replacement and
an unbounded concrete overlay. Shafer Contracting is
the prime contractor. The contractor is currently working on this project, and should be completed by midOctober. Portions of the road are closed and detoured
during the construction.

CH 101 (1st Avenue E) – From Fillmore Street to
CH 17/Marschall Road
Work includes grading, aggregate base, storm
sewer, sanitary sewer, water main, concrete walk, concrete curb and gutter, lighting, a traffic signal at the
intersection of CH 101 and CH 17, and bituminous
pavement. CH 101 is being resurfaced to a four-lane
undivided urban roadway with a center turn lane.
Northwest Asphalt Inc. is the prime contractor. The
road is now open to traffic, and the contractor is currently working on final cleanup. The contractor started
work in May and a completion date is set for November 18, 2011.

CH 101/ Stagecoach Rd
This traffic signal replacement project is being led
by contractor Kilmer Electric. Work began in midSeptember, and has a completion date of early November.

CH 23/CH 56 Intersection
This work will include grading, aggregate base,
box culvert replacement, and bituminous pavement.
The contractor is Rud Construction. Work on this
project will started in early September, with a completion date of October 31. The road will be closed and
detoured during construction.

230th Street E and Balsa – Township of Cedar
Lake
This work is grading to lower the intersection and
aggregate surfacing. The contractor is Rud Construction. Work started in early September, and should be
completed in early October. The section of road will
be open to local traffic only. No detour provided.

CH 91 – Intersection of CH 91/CR 68
This work is an intersection improvement that will
replace the skewed intersection with a roundabout.
Minnesota DirtWorks Inc. is the prime contractor. The
contractor is currently working on re-grading and installing storm sewer; the road will remain open during
construction with a completion date of late November.

2011 Overlays – CH 42 from CH 21 to Boone Ave
and from Louisiana Ave to CH 27
This project was awarded to McNamara Contracting, with construction started in late September and
completed by October 28, 2011. Due to high traffic
volumes, portions of this project will be constructed
at night.

Farm to school programs
connect local foods, schools
Farm families strengthen
Minnesota’s economy, communities
By Laura Kieser, Extension Educator
Modern Midwestern agriculture got its start when a few courageous families
moved out on the prairie. They lived in sod houses, faced fierce blizzards, and
struggled to survive on their newly homesteaded land. Those pioneer families
made decisions that laid the foundation for agriculture growing into a leading factor in Minnesota’s economy.
Life has changed considerably since those pioneer times, but the one thing that
hasn’t changed is the importance of farm
families to Minnesota agriculture. Farm
families make decisions that increase
production, build rural communities, and
provide consumers with safe and healthy
foods.
Earlier this year, local County Extension committees throughout the state selected one family in their county to be honored as University of Minnesota Farm
Family of the Year. These 75 families were recognized at local events this summer
and at an official recognition ceremony at Farmfest. Our Scott County Farm Family of the Year was the Fran Barten (Barten Pumpkins).
Minnesota agriculture has diversified considerably since those early pioneers
set out to make a living on the prairie. Today, there is no standard definition of a
Minnesota “family farm.” The profiles of the University’s honorees illustrate this
point — this year’s list includes big farms and small farms; farms using conventional methods and farms that use organic practices. Corn, soybeans, wheat, sugar
beet, dairy, pork, beef, and poultry production form the foundation of Minnesota
agriculture today.
Not every family farm follows the same path, however, and farms raising honey,
apples, goats, Christmas trees and grapes are also being honored. The one factor
they all have in common? Working together to make their farms successful. That
work ethic is the major contributor to the success of Minnesota communities and
Minnesota’s agriculture.
The entrepreneurial efforts of Minnesota farmers have a big impact in rural
communities and worldwide. Recently, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture
reported that Minnesota exported $900 million more in agricultural products in
2010 than the year before. The state’s $5 billion of agricultural exports in 2010
was one of the few bright spots in our economy.
Farming is not the isolated life it was in pioneer days, but too often Minnesota
farm families don’t get the recognition they deserve. Thirty years ago, the University began a recognition program to acknowledge the contributions farm families
make to our communities, our economy and our quality of life. You can read brief
profiles for all 75 University of Minnesota Farm Families of the Year at http://
mnfarmfamilies.cfans.umn.edu.

The Farm to School Program connects nearby farmers and locally grown
foods with K-12 students. Locally
grown, minimally processed foods —
particularly fresh fruits and vegetables
— are purchased and prepared, and students learn more about the food they eat.
In addition, farm to school programs can
contribute as much as $400,000 annually to a regional economy, according
to a University of Minnesota Extension
study.
“The relationships among farmers,
school food service staff, parents, students, teachers, and other concerned
community members who make farm to
school happen in Minnesota,” said
Stephanie Heim, University of Minnesota Extension farm to school coordinator. “We’re celebrating their contributions — all toward the common goals
of healthier children and stronger local
economies.” Approximately 123 school
districts participated in farm to school
in Minnesota in 2010, according to a
survey by the Institute for Agriculture
and Trade Policy and the Minnesota
School Nutrition Association… a 43
percent jump since 2009.
To build on this progress and foster
a spirit of collaboration in the state, Extension and the Minnesota Department
of Health co-convened a Statewide Farm
to School Leadership Team in April
2011. The leadership team works
through partnerships across Minnesota
to build farm to school initiatives that
help kids eat healthily, support nearby
farmers, foster economic vitality, and
strengthen communities.

Extension community nutrition educators throughout the state are incorporating food from local farms and school
gardens into classroom lessons and cafeteria taste tests. “Kids have to first try
the food and like it before it can begin
to impact their health,” said Heim. For
schools with farm to school initiatives,
research shows that fruit and vegetable
consumption increases by an average of
one serving per student per day at school
and at home, Heim noted.
The 11 member organizations that
comprise Minnesota’s Farm to School
Leadership Team include Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Minnesota; the Institute
for Agriculture and Trade Policy; Minnesota Departments of Agriculture, Education, Health, and Human Services;
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture; Minnesota School Nutrition
Association; University of Minnesota
Extension; University of Minnesota Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships; and USDA Rural Development.
To learn more about University of
Minnesota Extension farm to school resources, including a toolkit for getting
started and educational series, visit
www.extension.umn.edu/farm-toschool.

Fall yard problems?
Call the Master Gardeners
Yard and Garden Hotline
at (952) 466-5308.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA posts list of ships associated with
presumptive Agent Orange exposure
Veterans who served aboard U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships operating on
the waters of Vietnam between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975 may be eligible to receive Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) disability compensation for
14 medical conditions associated with presumptive exposure to Agent Orange.
An updated list of U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships confirmed to have operated on Vietnam’s inland waterways, docked on shore, or had crewmembers sent
ashore has been posted at http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/
to assist Vietnam veterans in determining potential eligibility for compensation
benefits.
“Posting of the ships list is an important recognition of the sacrifices U.S.
Navy and Coast Guard veterans made for this nation,” said Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “It provides an easier path for veterans who served in
Vietnam to get the benefits and services they are entitled to under the law.”
VA presumes herbicide exposure for any veteran with duty or visitation within
the country of Vietnam or on its inland waterways during the Vietnam
era. Comprehensive information about the 14 recognized illnesses under VA’s
“presumption” rule for Agent Orange is also located on the webpage. In practical
terms, veterans with qualifying Vietnam service who develop a disease associated
with Agent Orange exposure need not prove a medical link between their illnesses
and their military service. This presumption simplifies and speeds up the application process for benefits.
When a claim is filed by a veteran, surviving spouse, or child, VA will determine whether the veteran qualifies for the presumption of exposure based on official records of the ship’s operations. Ships will be regularly added to the list
based on information confirmed in these official records. Even if a veteran is not
filing a claim, a veteran may conduct his or her own research and submit scanned
documentary evidence such as deck logs, ship histories, and cruise book entries
via e-mail to 211_AOSHIPS.VBACO@va.gov.
Service on board ships anchored in an open water harbor (such as Da Nang
Harbor) or on ships on other open waters around Vietnam during the war is not
considered sufficient for the presumption of Agent Orange exposure. For veterans
interested in obtaining deck logs, contact the National Archives at College Park,
Md., at http://www.archives.gov/dc-metro/college-park/researcher-info.html.
For more information about veterans benefits, please call our office at (952)
496-8176.

Dem-Con Award
Recyclers and asphalt producers are now
utilizing this difficult-to-recycle material.
The environmental and economic
savings associated with shingle recycling
include:
• A 32,000 ton reduction of virgin oil used to make hot-mix asphalt
through shingle recycling;
• The recycling of 30,000 tons of
shingles with the successful capture by
Dem-Con of 20 percent of all available
shingles within Minnesota;
• A job increase of seven for
Dem-Con, two full-time and five ninemonth seasonal positions;
• The potential reduction of 40
metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions
from carbon dioxide annually if all
shingles are recycled; and
• Introduction of a new recycling
option in Minnesota — and nationwide.
“From our local level, each year we
process about 10,000 tons of manufacture scrap,” Pahl says. “That material
comes right from the single manufacturer as factory rejects or end runs. Add
to
that
additional
scraps
from reroofing existing homes, hailstorms, demolition, et cetera, and the
amount increases to somewhere between
25,000 up to 40,000 tons that used to
go directly into the landfill. And that’s
just at our Shakopee location.”
The material that DemCon receives as factory rejects is easily
processed without any special preparation, because the material is void of any
contaminants or construction debris.
Shingles from reroofing projects create
a bit more of a problem, and necessitate

From Page 1

some cleaning and filtering of other
materials (as this debris often arrives at
this facility mixed with a variety of other
substances, including tin, nails, metal,
roof vents, board, and the like). “Recycling of tear-off shingles will be a significant new step forward in abating the
need for landfilling shingles,” said Haus.
The raw asphalt shingles are ground
to a size required by MnDOT (a consistency similar to coarsely ground coffee).
Using shingles in this mix allows the hot
mix producer to lower the use of the high
price virgin asphalt. Using hot mix asphalt with only five percent recycled
shingle material can save $1 to $3 per
ton of hot mix asphalt. One recent study
indicated that on a statewide basis, tearoff shingles recovery could reach at least
156,000 tons per year by 2012. Using a
conservative price estimate of $400 per
ton of liquid virgin binder, this amounted
to a savings of about $12.5 million.
Dem-Con is also working with local recyclers throughout the country who
are involved with collecting shingles to
help them get started recycling shingles
as well.
A video has been prepared with the
assistance of the MPCA on the subject
and can be viewed on the MPCA website at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/
nwqh6fa. Click on Minnesota Asphalt
Pavement Association, “From Roofs to
Roads,” next click on the “Video” tab,
wait a few seconds, and click on the arrow to play the video.
Minnesota Technology Exchange:
Pavement Conference, The Northeast
Recycling Council, Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, and Dem-Con Companies websites were used for this article.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Buckthorn: Not a friend to
wildlife and forested areas
Are all trees good for wildlife? The
answer is a resounding no — there is a
invasive, non-native shrub on many
Scott County properties called buckthorn that actually produces fruit that
has a cathartic (diarrhea-producing) effect on birds that consume it. And if
that’s not icky enough…
• Buckthorn out-competes native
plants for nutrients, light, and moisture;
• It degrades wildlife habitat and
threatens natural habitats;
• This plant can host other pests,
like crown rust fungus and soybean
aphids;
• It forms an impenetrable layer
of vegetation.
Some years ago, buckthorn may
have been used as a hedge along your
property line. Similarly, if you have a
wooded area, you could have a dense
thicket of buckthorn that shades out and
actually competes with more favorable
native species like dogwood, hazelnut,
chokecherry, and highbush cranberry.
So how can you tell if you have buckthorn on your property? If trying to identify buckthorn, look for:
• Egg-shaped leaves that stay
green into late fall.
• Large, round berry-like clusters
of black ¼-inch fruit (on female trees)
• Heights of up to 25 feet tall

Buckthorn has egg-shaped leaves
that stay green into late fall (even
after all other trees have lost their
leaves).

If you identify buckthorn on your
property, there are several methods you
can use to treat and eradicate this shrub,
either mechanically or with herbicides.
Fall and winter are the best times to treat
this plant. Contact Dave Rickert at the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan to learn about treatment
options and for free buckthorn removal
equipment rental: (952) 492-5425 or via
e-mail at drickert@co.scott.mn.us.
Source: Adapted from Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources web
article http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
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Historical SCENE

Scott County’s women veterans remembered
By Scot Stone
As America and its allies fought Nazi Germany,
Fascist Italy, and Imperial Japan during World War II,
citizens were asked to contribute to the war effort. For
some American women, including those from Scott
County, this meant joining the armed forces to release
military men for combat duty. American women could
volunteer for the US Army in the Army Nursing Corps
(ANC); and the Women’s Army Corps (WAC); the US
Army Air Force as a Women’s Airforce Service Pilot
(WASP); the US Navy in the Women Available for
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES); the US Coast
Guard in the SPARS (short for Semper Paratus, meaning “always ready”); and the US Marine Corps
Women’s Reserve.1 The following is a brief look at a
few Scott County women who answered the call to
military service.
Sarah Theodora Halgren was born on Oct. 12,
1899 in Hancock Township, Carver County.2 She was
a graduate of Belle Plaine High School, Mankato
Teacher’s College, and the University of Minnesota.
She was a social studies teacher, and later a principal
in Watertown, South Dakota, before she enlisted as a
private in the Women’s Army Corps in the summer of
1943.3 After completing basic training in August, she
worked in a Military Claims Office in Daytona Beach,
Fla. She described her new life in the army in a letter
to the editor of the Belle Plaine Herald newspaper,
which was sent to every service man and woman from
Belle Plaine (courtesy of the Belle Plaine Community
Club). Private Halgren enjoyed her new job after settling in, except for KP (kitchen police) duty. She explained that “… life would be quite pleasant if one
didn’t fear the prospect of finding one’s name on the
bulletin board cheerfully announcing that the time has
come for another tussle with the pots and pans.”4 In
December 1943, she transferred to the Military Intelligence Office in Richland, Washington,5 where she
worked with the Manhattan Project, the United State’s
nuclear weapon program that developed the two
nuclear bombs that would lead to the surrender of Imperial Japan.6 In May 1945, she enrolled in Officer
Candidate School at Fort Des Moines, Iowa.7 After
her graduation in August, the now Lieutenant Halgren
would be in charge of military records in the Adjutant
General’s Department in St Louis, Missouri.8 She was
discharged in 1949 with the rank of captain. After her
service as a WAC, Sarah Halgren returned to school,
earning a Master’s degree from Washington University in St Louis, and continued her career in education.
She died on August, 18, 1984, at the age of 84, in New
Prague.9
Julia Ann Hessian of Belle Plaine was given the
title of “Ideal Nurse” upon her graduation from St.
Joseph’s Hospital in St. Paul.10 She joined the Army
Nursing Corps in January 1944, and was commissioned

lands in a plane that had its tail attached with bailing
wire.” She married Gildard Beckman on Oct. 8, 1946,
and went on to have three children. They lived on a
farm in Jordan. Evelyn would later join the VFW
Auxiliary. She died on July 3, 1998, at the age of 76
in Chaska.18
Lydia E. Meierbachtol was the first woman from
Belle Plaine to enlist in the WAVES. That autumn of
1942, she also had plans to marry Robert Wright.
Because the Navy would not accept women whose
husbands were in the service, she had to enlist before
he did. They married in Denver, Colorado, and their
plans went smoothly.19 Newly wedded Mrs. Wright
would be sent to Stillwater, Oklahoma for training.20
In a letter to the editor of the Belle Plaine Herald in
early 1943, Yeoman (F) Third Class Wright describes
her experience as part of the pacific fleet in San Francisco as “very interesting and very confidential.”21
These are just a few of the many brave women
from Scott County who served in the American military during the Second World War. They all deserve
recognition for their service to their county in its time
of need. More information about Scott County WWII
veterans, both women and men, can be found in Tom
Melchior’s book, Never Forgotten: Stories by Scott
County World War II Veterans, written in collaboration with the Scott County Historical.
as a lieutenant at Camp Carson, Colorado.11 Lt. Hessian would serve in the 57th Field Hospital overseas in
England, Scotland, France, Austria, and Germany.12
During the ocean voyage to England, Lt. Hessian was
interviewed by the St. Paul Pioneer Press war correspondent. She proclaimed that “men are more of a
menace than bombs” when asked about the rocket attacks on London. She had spent a long trip on a troop
ship with very few women and thousands of men
onboard.13 While stationed in Scotland, her unit was
attached to the USAAF Air Transport Command’s Air
Evacuation Service.14 After the war, she would work
as a flight attendant for TransWorld Airlines. Julia
married John Sheffer on November 20, 1946, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.15 John had served in the
South Pacific as a medic.
Evelyn C. Nytes was born on Dec. 23, 1921, in
Union Hill, Scott County, Minnesota.16 She enlisted
in the Women’s Army Corps on Feb. 6, 1943 at the
age of 21, the first woman to do so in that small community.17 Evelyn was variously stationed in the Pacific theater, in the Philippines, New Guinea, and
Borneo. As a transport driver, she had to maintain her
own vehicle. While in New Guinea, she was able to
spend Christmas with her brother, Private Leander
Nytes, who was also serving in the South Pacific. One
of her favorite stories involved a trip “…between is-

Scott County Historical Society volunteer, Scot
Stone, researched and wrote this article on women in
the military using local newspapers in the Scott County
Historical Society’s research library.
1 Womenofwwii.com
2 Belle Plaine Herald, August, 22 1984, page 2
3 Ibid, August 23, 1945, page 1
4 Ibid, September 30, 1943, page 4 and 7
5 Ibid, August 23, 1945, page 1
6 Ibid, August 22, 1984, page 2
7 Ibid, August 23, 1945, page 1
8 Ibid, December 13, 1945, page 4
9 Ibid, August 22, 1984, page 2
10 Ibid, May 27, 1943, page 1
11 Ibid, January 27, 1944, page 1
12 Ibid, November 28, 1946, page 1
13 Ibid, August 17, 1944, page 1
14 Ibid, November 9, 1944, page 4
15 Ibid, November 28, 1946, page 1
16 Shakopee Valley News, July 9, 1998, page 10
17 Belle Plaine Herald, February 18, 1943, page 1
18 Shakopee Valley News, July 9, 1998, page 10
19 Belle Plaine Herald, October 1, 1942, page 1
20 Ibid, October 15, 1942, page 4
21 Ibid, March 4, 1943, page 4
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County Historical Society schedules events
“Festivals Galore!” exhibit:
Practice your “queen wave” as you
explore an engaging exhibit on the
history of local festivals! This exhibit
was researched and installed by a
summer intern from Bethel University.
“BEER ME! Breweries of Scott
County” exhibit, closes October 22.
This is your last chance to view 1950s
and 60s beer commercials and a wide
variety of brewery items. Bier, pivo,
cerveze, or birra -- it all means beer!
Whether we drink a beer bottled by the
“King of Beers,” a local microbrew, or
suds from a buddy next door, this
exhibit toasts the beers that came
before and the brewers who brought
them to us. Exhibit sponsored by
Rahr Malting.

Exposed” exhibit opening: November
17, 6:30 p.m. This exhibit exposes the
history of undergarments. Join us at
the opening for a frank talk about the
history of knickers, bustles. and whatnots by SCHS executive director
Kathleen Klehr.

Kids Kraft returns October 29, 10:30 –
11:15a.m. Gather up the kids and
head to the Stans Museum for a great
story and a craft project! Free, but
reservations are required.

Kids Kraft: November 19, 10:30 –
11:15 a.m. Gather up the kids and
head to the Stans Museum for a great
story and a craft project! Free, but
reservations are required.
Xmas Open
House:
December 2,
from 6 – 8
p.m. Stop by
the Stans
House for
some
Christmas
cheer! Enjoy
treats and
discover the history of Christmas
decorations and traditions. Free!

“UnderWhere? Unmentionables

Xmas Crafts: December 10, from 10 –

11 a.m. Bring the family and create a
special Christmas craft together.
“Heroes Among Us: World War II
Veterans” exhibit: Due to the
popularity of this exhibit, its run has
been extended through December 17,
2011! Immerse yourself in local GI
remembrances of World War II. Listen
to voices of local veterans as they tell
stories of their war experiences, view
video clips of battles, and explore a
vibrant and detailed timeline of a
world at war from the local
perspective. Exhibit sponsored in part
by Cargill, Inc.
“Marking Time: The Rituals of Life”
exhibit opening: January 26, 2012
from 6:30 – 8 p.m. This exhibit walks
you through milestones in life from
birth to death. Raise a glass as we
open the exhibit with an Irish wake,
including music, stories, and more.
Exhibit sponsored in part by the
Shakopee Rotary Club.
All Things Minnesota Book Club

meets at 6:30 p.m.
on the third
Thursday of each
month at SCHS.
• October book:
Minnesota
Haunting, Ghost
Stories from the
Land of 10,000 Lakes by Ryan
Jacobson
• November book: Listening Point by
Sigrud Olsen
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All handcrafters from beginners
to masters are welcome!
Check us out on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and
follow us on Twitter
@ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events.
Please call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
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Proper care now will help lawns survive winter
♦ Cease lawn mowing when temperatures are
cool to cold and the grass shoot growth has essentially stopped. Reducing mowing heights to two to
2.5 inches for the last two or three lawn mowings of
the season will reduce the amount of leaf tissue present
over winter and can reduce the amount of snow mold
that may occur. It is not necessary to collect clippings
as long as they can filter down into the turfgrass canopy
at the soil surface. Excessive amounts of grass clippings should not be left on the lawn surface in the fall
or at any other time of the year.
♦ A thin layer of leaves can be left on the lawn
as long as they are ultimately chopped up as the lawn
is mowed through the fall.
♦ When confronted with several inches of leaves
over the lawn, it is best to rake off the majority of
those leaves before mowing and either compost them
or use them as mulch material in other parts of the
landscape. A thick layer of leaves left on the lawn
blocks out sunlight to the grass and may even smother
the existing grass beneath that layer, resulting in large
areas of thin (or even dead) grass come next spring.
♦ Early October can still be an excellent time
for controlling those pesky perennial broadleaf
weeds, such as dandelion and Creeping Charlie. With
most available herbicides, best control is achieved
when daytime temperatures are above 50 degrees but
less than 80 degrees Fahrenheit. (That’s usually not a
problem at this time of year.) Be sure that neither the
grass nor the weeds you are intending to treat are under any drought stress. Drought stress will usually result in less than satisfactory control and may even injure the desirable lawn grasses because they can become susceptible to broadleaf herbicide injury under
such circumstances. Always follow product label di-

rections for proper use whether in the fall or any other
time of the year.
♦ In the Twin Cities, a late season application
of nitrogen fertilizer should be put down around
Halloween. At this time of year, the nitrogen is taken
up into the plant and stored in the crowns, rhizomes,
tillers, and/or stolons, where it can be quickly accessed
next spring by the growing grass plant. Follow this
application with about ¼ to ½ inch of water to move
the nutrients into the soil where they can be taken up
by the roots. Never apply fertilizer to frozen ground.
You would like about two to three weeks of unfrozen
ground following this fertilizer application to allow
for root uptake of the nutrients.
♦ As a general rule, it is best to avoid stimulating excessive shoot growth during late September to
mid-October. Succulent growth associated with higher
nitrogen levels can contribute to increased incidence
of snow mold over winter. A fertilizer application about
Labor Day provides the additional nutrients for the
fall growth period, while the late season application is
primarily stored for growth next spring. It is often easy
to tell which lawn has had a late season application of

nitrogen, as they will usually be noticed as the first
lawns with healthy growth and a dark green color in
early spring.
♦ With the current dry period we are experiencing, regular watering should be continued throughout the fall period or until more frequent rainfall returns. While you may not need the one inch of water
per week as during the summer months, applying that
same amount during the fall may be sufficient for two
or perhaps even three weeks depending on weather.
♦ Any reseeding of the lawn should have been
completed by mid-September in the Twin Cities
area. If you would still like to do some seeding, you
can do what’s known as dormant seeding. Before the
ground is frozen but while the soil is cold (so as to not
encourage seed germination in the fall), incorporate
the seed into the soil surface. Incorporating the seed
into the soil surface will help protect it through winter.
Seeds remaining in that dormant condition until next
spring can get a head start on germination and growth
for the next growing season. In our area, dormant seeding is usually done in early to mid-November, depending on weather conditions.
With a little effort and planning this fall, successfully preparing the lawn will help it survive the upcoming winter months while also encouraging a healthy
start for next spring. It may seem a little backwards,
but preparation of a healthy spring lawn begins the
previous fall. For additional information on any of the
topics mentioned in this newsletter, please see the lawn
care section in our Sustainable Urban Landscape Information Series website at www.sustland.umn.edu.
Source: Bob Mugaas, University of Minnesota
Extension Educator

Domestic violence still prevalent in our communities
Seventy-seven, 80, 26, 228… While
numbers are essential in many facets of
modern life, they can be quite impersonal until they are decoded and categorized to interpret their meaning. At
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered
Women (SVABW), numbers don’t always reflect the anguished faces, broken homes, and shattered lives lost to
domestic violence every year – but there
is no such thing as an “impersonal number” to each staff person at SVABW.
Each and every request for assistance is
treated with listening ears and caring
hearts in tune with the victim’s physical
and emotional pain. Extended hands remain ready to take appropriate action
when requested by the victim.
It’s an ugly thing, and domestic violence is a topic that our society doesn’t
like to discuss. But when we do, many
of us are astounded at the prevalence of
abuse today in our “modern, educated,
and forward-thinking” society. But domestic violence is in your country. It’s a
problem in this county, in your town, and
even in your neighborhood. This is why
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness month. Now look
back to the top of this article. Those
numbers reflect assistance with domestic abuse in Belle Plaine, then Chaska,

New Prague,
and Shakopee
in 2010 alone.
All totaled, the
Southern Valley Alliance
helped 900 victims of domestic violence in
Scott
and
Carver County
last
year;
through July 2011, an additional 490 victims were helped.
Since 1982, Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women has been a safe
harbor for victims of violence with support, referral, protection, and advocacy.
They’re ready, willing, and able to assist abused women by exploring the
medical, legal, and social service options
available for them. SVABW believes
that no one deserves to be beaten and
that all people have the right to live free
from violence and fear; they also believe
that every battered person has the right
to seek protection in halting the illegal
cycle of battering. Women of any race,
color, creed, religion, ancestry, national
origin, marital status, and physical challenges are welcome.
The Southern Valley Alliance for

Donations sought for families
dealing with domestic violence
The Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women needs your help to
make sure that the holidays are as bright
as they can be for families dealing with
domestic violence in Carver and Scott
Counties. Through our Gifts of Hope
event held each December, we are able
to assist mothers to see the excitement
of their children as they open their holiday gifts. Please consider donating a gift
to this event. See our wish list (below)
and please give what you can. Call (952)
873-4214 for more information.
Donations need to be received by
December 12, 2011.

Wish List: Cash
donations; electronic
games; MP3 players;
jewelry; sports apparel;
watches; portable CD
players; boom boxes;
CDs; DVD players;
makeup sets/cosmetic
bags; DVDs; perfume/cologne; sports
bags; skateboards; baseball gloves; snow
sleds; snow tubes; winter hats/gloves/
mittens/scarves; tool sets; and gift cards
(Target, Wal-Mart, Best Buy, Sports Authority, American Eagle Outfitters, et
cetera).

Battered Women is doing its part to raise
awareness of domestic violence — and
to spread the message that this problem
is still pervasive in our society. Are you
or someone you know a victim of domestic violence? There is help. Please
contact SVABW at (952) 873-4214 any
time of day, any day of the week — staff
is available 24/7.
Want more information? Visit the

Alliance’s
website
at
www.southernvalleyalliance.org for an
informative guide that can answer many
questions you may have. The staff at
SVABW is honored to serve Scott and
Carver County residents with continued
intervention and advocacy with listening ears, caring hearts, and extended
helpful hands.

