The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Finding unique art
Over 50 local artists displayed and sold their art at the
Scott County Art Crawl Oct. 6.
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Bustles, barns, and buns with pork

Conservationists of 2012
John and Mary Whipps and
family are the Scott SWCD’s
Conservationists of the Year.
Page 8

Get
ready
to
hunt

Election set for Nov. 6
Pre-registration deadline is Oct. 16
The 2012 General Election will
be held on Tuesday, November 6,
2012 and high voter turnout is expected. To ensure that your voting
experience goes smoothly, be sure
you are registered to vote.
If you are currently registered
to vote, there is no need to register
again unless you have moved to
a different address, changed your
name, or have not voted at least once
within the last four years. Pre-registration for the November 6 election
closes on October 16, 2012. After
this date, you may be asked to re-
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Learn where to sight your gun
and get tips on safely handling
fresh venison.
Page 10

The Scott County Historical Society held a hog roast at Cedar Lake Farm Park Sept. 22. Participants were
treated to a hog roast, games, music, and some history lessons from costumed characters such as (l. to r.)
Becky Burke, Julia Holliday, and Allison Drtina. Youngsters listening to them explain their costumes, including
bustles, were Emerson, Morgan and Braeden Martin of Prior Lake and Kendra Flegel of Elko New Market.

register at your polling location on
Election Day.
Not sure if you are registered?
Go to http://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us
WR¿QGRXW
Not sure of your polling location? Your polling location is based
on your address of residence. This ensures that you will receive the correct
ballot for the districts that represent
you. To locate your correct voting
ORFDWLRQSOHDVHYLVLWKWWSSROO¿QGHU
sos.state.mn.us/.
Absentee voting… began September 21 and will run through November 5, 2012. If you will be unable
to vote at your voting location on
November 6, you may apply for an
absentee ballot by mail or in person
at Scott County Government Center,
200 4th Ave West, Shakopee Minnesota, 55379. Applications and information can be obtained from the Scott
County website at www.co.scott.
mn.us or by calling (952) 496-8150.

Voters to decide upon two
Constitutional amendments
In the 2012 General Election,
voters will be asked to weigh in
on two amendments that would
make changes to our existing State
Constitution.
One of the provisions deals with
Voter ID and the requirement of all
voters to present valid photo idenWL¿FDWLRQWRYRWHDQGWRUHTXLUHWKH
VWDWH WR SURYLGH IUHH LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ
to eligible voters. On the ballot on
November 6, you will see this title
 ³3KRWR ,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ 5HTXLUHG

for Voting” -- and the question:
“Shall the Minnesota Constitution be
amended to require all voters to presHQWYDOLGSKRWRLGHQWL¿FDWLRQWRYRWH
and to require the state to provide free
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQWRHOLJLEOHYRWHUVHIIHFtive July 1, 2013?”
The second proposed amendment
deals with article XIII of the Minnesota Constitution that deals with the
GH¿QLWLRQRIZKDWFRQVWLWXWHVDmarriage. Under the provisions of this
AMENDMENTS to Page 6

Looking for
child care?
Check out
new web map
Scott County Child Care Licensing is excited to share a new
resource for families looking for
licensed family child care in Scott
County! Working with our Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Department, Child Care Licensing
has developed a new interactive
GIS web map that displays licensed
family (in home) child care providers in Scott County along with their
addresses, contact information, and
school districts. This new mapping
application has received over 225
hits by users since its launch.
You can link to the GIS web
map on the Scott County home
page (www.co.scott.mn.us) or go to
www.co.scott.mn.us/LicensesPermits/ChildCare/ParentInfo/Pages/
LookingforLicensedChildcareProviders.aspx. You can zoom in to
your area of interest, and click on
the push pin for more information
about the provider. You can also do
a search by entering your own address, a provider’s address, or by
WEB MAP to page 13
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator
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Commissioners’ Corner
October 23
October 30

County Board meetings through December 2012
-County Board meeting
-County Board workshop

November 6
November 13
Over the past several years, the discord among the political parties and many November 20
HOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVFRPELQHGZLWKWKHGHHSUHFHVVLRQKDVFRQVXPHGRXUDWWHQ- November 27

Time to focus on the good news

tion. Locally, we have been mired in a corrosive mix of reduced aid and increased
cost shifts from the state, falling property values, and weak economic growth for
much of the past four years. However, today we are seeing consistent indications
of improvement; further, what has been lost in this conversation is the fact that
Scott County – as an organization, and as a community – has done and is doing so
PDQ\ZRQGHUIXOWKLQJV6RLQWKLVDUWLFOH,ZDQWWRIRFXVQRWRQRXUGLI¿FXOWLHV
or challenges, but on our opportunities and successes. I want to highlight the actions we have taken with an emphasis on our focus and our future. In short, I want
to tell you that there is a lot of pretty good news in Scott County – and we are not
only strong, we are vibrant.
I would begin by dismissing the thought that, as a community, we are not overcoming the Great Recession. While we still have a ways to go, this region is making great strides. At the end of August, Scott County’s unemployment rate was at
5.3 percent (down from the nearly 9 percent at the height of the recession). And,
after shadow boxing with recovery, the housing industry appears to be coming
back to life: Foreclosures are down 19 percent, values are beginning to stabilize,
DQG WKH PDUNHW LV FRPLQJ EDFN  2I HYHQ JUHDWHU VLJQL¿FDQFH KRXVHKROGV DQG
individuals are less leveraged; the banking sector is healing and credit is slowly
moving back towards normal; the corporate sector no longer has extreme excess
FDSDFLW\DQG WKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWDVLGH WKHSXEOLFVHFWRU¶VGH¿FLWVDUHHDVing. In Minnesota, the state’s revenues have been exceeding their forecasts, and
WKHVWDWH¶VGH¿FLWIRUWKHQH[WELHQQLXPZKLOHVWLOOVLJQL¿FDQWZLOOOLNHO\EH
smaller than previously anticipated.
Closer to home, our focus on economic development is bearing fruit as we begin to see the expansion of some or our existing and the relocation of several new
businesses, bringing much wanted and much needed new jobs to the community.
$QGRYHUWKHSDVW\HDUWKH&RXQW\KDVPDGHVLJQL¿FDQWSURJUHVVRQDOPRVWHYHU\
front. We have been leading major improvements in our transportation system
and infrastructure, and are continuing to move forward aggressively on transportation projects. From corridor studies for County Roads 8 and 27 to a transitway
feasibility study for 169; from the completion of interchanges at the intersection of
Highway 169 and 494 and 13/101 to the start of an interchange at Highway 13 and
County Road 5 to facilitating the reconstruction and expansion of the 101 river
crossing, we are making great progress in reducing congestion and dramatically
improving the safety of our roads.
Similarly, we have fostered creative partnerships that led to an expansion of
our parks and trails, libraries, and service centers. The acquisition of the Union
3DFL¿F&RUULGRUZLOOHYHQWXDOO\SURYLGHDWUDLOFRQQHFWLRQIURP6FRWW&RXQW\DOO
the way to the chain of lakes in Minneapolis, and will facilitate future wastewater
projects and improvements. And the Grand Opening for the new library, service
center, and senior housing development in Elko New Market and the groundbreaking ceremony for the new library, senior housing, clinic, and pharmacy project in
Jordan were two of the highlights from the past summer.
Clearly, from attracting new jobs to making the investments needed to preserve
and improve our quality of life, Scott County has made exceptional progress.
Organizationally, the County has charted a good course. While we have continued to meet the demands of a growing population and the challenges of ongoing
economic instability, we have lived within our means, effectively managed our
EXGJHW LPSURYHG RXU ¿VFDO RXWORRN DQG FUHGLW UDWLQJ DQG ZRUNHG GLOLJHQWO\ WR
keep taxes low. Fiscally, the County is sound, with a developing strategic managePHQWSURFHVVD¿YH\HDU¿VFDOSODQQLQJPRGHODZHOOWKRXJKWRXWUHVHUYHIXQG
balance policy, and clear objectives that will continue to work to maintain reasonable levels of services (with ever-increasing service demands) while keeping our
taxes relatively low. From the 2009 to the proposed 2013 levy, the property tax
spread to the taxpayers has increased only $400,000 (or, in other words, less than
eight tenths of one percent). And while changes in valuation will continue to shift
some of the tax burden among taxpayers – the vast majority (75 percent) will see
WKHLUWD[HVUHPDLQÀDWRUGHFUHDVH
Still, there are those within our community that continue to struggle, and much
work that remains to be done. However, overall, we have much to applaud. Our
economy is improving, our air is cleaner, our water clearer, and our streets are
safer. So let’s celebrate the good things we’re doing as we commit ourselves to
an even brighter future.

Customer service hours
Scott County’s customer service counter at the Government
Center is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Anyone with questions can also call (952) 496-8150.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

December 4
December 11
December 18
December 25

-----

County Board meeting
2013 County Board Planning Workshop
no meeting
County Board meeting

-----

no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
FRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or via e-mail at (952) 496-8601. For
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWH
at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (2 vacancies). There are two at-large vacancies on
this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of Sept.
11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott
County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster
incidents and events. The goals of the committee are that all stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of response agencies; to reduce duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The
Committee meets on the third Thursday of every other month from 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies).
Currently, there are seven vacancies on this commission, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies. The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive
Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for
conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and
to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment
holds public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards
meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one at-large position vacancy. This Board is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff,
MXGJHVDWWRUQH\VVRFLDOVHUYLFHVSHUVRQQHOHGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YH
citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms.
Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to
apply.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). There is a vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 5. The mission of the CDA is to strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and moderate income families, promoting economic development, and
fostering coordination of public and private resources. The CDA meets on the
second Tuesday of each month.
Extension Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies on
this committee in Commissioner Districts 2 and 3. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the
quality of life and to enhance the economy and environment through education,
applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.).
Human Services Resource Council (7 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are seven vacancies on the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three
terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan
for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of
the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the
Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives,
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Families, individuals
VHUYHGE\QRQSUR¿W),6+
Families and Individuals Sharing
Hope (FISH) was created in 2008 as
a voluntary collaborative of the faith
FRPPXQLW\QRQSUR¿WVVHUYLFHJURXSV
businesses, and local governments with
the mission to partner together to meet
human needs in Scott County. Bill
Jaffa, Executive Director of the Scott
County CDA and current treasurer of
FISH, said, “It was clear that that no
one entity working alone could meet all
the needs in our community. But working together in partnership, FISH will
be able to do far more. Someday, we
hope that ours becomes a model that
others can follow elsewhere.”
Scot Freeman and Kim Desmarais of Shakopee checked out pottery made
In late
by Bill Belkengren at his studio on Cedar Lake during the 2012 Scott County 2011, FISH
Art Crawl held Oct. 6. The Art Crawl featured over 50 unique local artists in
applied for
their studios or at sponsoring businesses. Belkengren (pictured on page 1
QRQSUR¿W
holding a bowl) has been making and selling pottery since 2004.
status from
the state of
Minnesota
prior to hiring their
executive
director, Beth
Loechler
of West St.
Paul. As a
Beth Loechler
tax-exempt,
independent organization, FISH will
be better positioned to achieve its goal
of assisting persons in need of services, goods, or mentors. “The dedicated
partners of FISH believe that many
human needs can be met with resources already available, if interagency
communication and collaboration are
priorities,” Loechler said. “I am enthuThe 14th Annual Scott County City to Country Tour attracted approximately siastic about helping develop systems
600 people on Saturday, Sept. 29. At Casey Acres Dairy Farm, participants and programs to facilitate the efforts of
learned about how dairy cows are cared for and how milk is produced. organizations and people who are pasAt Green Acres, visitors learned about caring for halter horses and the sionate about a common cause.”
background of horse breeding. At the SMSC Wozupi TSA garden, participants
Requests for human service needs
OHDUQHG DERXW WKH EHQH¿WV RI QDWLYH SROOLQDWRUV VHDVRQ H[WHQVLRQ XVLQJ
are
channeled through the partner agena hoop house, heirloom varieties of produce, and more. Above, various

Art made in Scott County

City to County Tour attracts hundreds

cies and reviewed by FISH partners.
Needs may include something as simple as providing grocery assistance, or
something as complex as dealing with
intersecting poverty and mental health
issues.
FISH also addresses needs in the
community through a monthly networking meeting which focuses on an
issue of particular importance. Recently the group has addressed recovery issues, bullying, the rise of heroin use,
and immigration matters. Meetings are
held on the second Thursday of every
month, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., and the
location rotates. The schedule is posted
RQWKHZHEVLWH ZZZ¿VKJURXSQHW 
Partner programs, services, and
ministries are fundamental to the way
that needs are met in Scott County. The
FISH partnership is currently developing a “turnkey method” to post and/
or access various offerings of member
organizations. Become a partner today,
and FISH will serve as a vehicle for
your organization to promote ways that
its serves the community!
Partners and interested citizens will
in the coming weeks have increased access to the FISH website and network
of services. Find more information at
ZZZ¿VKJURXSQHW
Loechler added that she looks forward to speaking to established groups
in Scott County, and including additional agencies, faith organizations,
businesses, and citizens in the FISH
partnership. “We are eager to challenge
people to think creatively about how
they can help this innovative project
succeed.”

educational display tables were also a popular attraction on the tour.

Commissioners’ Corner
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reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input
regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (1 vacancy). The Prior Lake/
Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews
of land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities with local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of
government and the public about protecting the District’s natural resources. The
Board meets the second Tuesday of every month at 2:30 p.m. Members must reside within the Watershed District. For more information, please visit the website
at www.plslwd.org.
Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There are two openings, one each
in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. The Library Board of Advisors consists of one
representative from each district. Members serve three-year terms, and are eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in the formation of
the Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources on library services
that meet the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and
JXLGHVWKHFUHDWLRQRIDEXGJHWWKDWUHÀHFWVLGHQWL¿HGFXVWRPHUQHHGV7KHERDUG
recommends operating policies for the public library system and, by statute, is
responsible for the content of the library collection. The board meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Mental Health Local Advisory Council (4
vacancies). Currently, there are four at-large vacancies on this council. Anyone
with an interest in mental health services may apply. Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received mental health
services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s minority
population are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently, there are seven vacancies on this Committee, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large positions. The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and
GLUHFWLRQWRVWDIIDQGHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVLQWKHDUHDRISDUNVWUDLOVDQGRSHQVSDFH

planning and implementation. Members advise the County Board on program priorities and planning for parks, trails, and open space, and review and recommend
proposed annual work plans and budgets. Commission members represent the citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community ambassadors. The Parks
$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQW\SLFDOO\PHHWVWKH¿UVW:HGQHVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDWSP
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). There is one at-large position vacancy on this Board. The Personnel Board of Appeals is responsible for making
¿QGLQJVDQGUHSRUWLQJWRWKH&RXQW\%RDUGXSRQWKH¿OLQJRIDQDSSHDOE\DQDSplicant, employee, or appointing authority under certain circumstances. There are
three at-large citizen representatives on this Board. Members are appointed for
three-year terms, and there are no term limits. This Board meets as needed.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (4 vacancies). Currently, there are vacancies representing the following areas:
the Sand Creek Watershed; the Southwest portion; the Credit River Watershed; and
the Shakopee Basin. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews
and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive
Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and projects.
7KHFRPPLVVLRQFRQVLVWVRIVHYHQPHPEHUVUHSUHVHQWLQJVSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV

Commissioner Districts:

x District 1- The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
x District 2 – The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
x District 3 – The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
x District 4 – The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7)
and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
x District 5 – The City of Savage.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Childhood obesity is a growing concern
Childhood obesity is a growing public health concern. Every child needs a
healthy lifestyle, including physical activity, healthy eating, and the opportunity to
feel good about themselves. It is up to all of us to give children the opportunities of
a healthy life.
According to the Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC), approximately 17 percent of children and adolescents aged two to 19 years were already
obese in 2010. These statistics have almost tripled over the past 30 years. And generally, obese children and adolescents become obese adults.
Obese youth are also at greater risk of developing heart problems, hypertension, type 2 diabetes, stroke, certain types of cancer, and osteoarthritis as adults.
However, many health problems do not wait until adulthood: Obese children and
DGROHVFHQWVDUHDOUHDG\VKRZLQJKHDOWKULVNV&'&KDVLGHQWL¿HGWKDWSHUFHQWRI
obese children had at least one cardiovascular disease risk factor, and 39 percent
had two or more. Obese children can also have:
 Increased risk of impaired glucose tolerance, insulin resistance, and type 2
diabetes;
 Breathing problems, such as sleep apnea and asthma;
 Joint problems and musculoskeletal discomfort;
 )DWW\OLYHUGLVHDVHJDOOVWRQHVDQGJDVWURHVRSKDJHDOUHÀX[
Further, obese children run a greater risk of social and psychological problems,
such as discrimination and poor self-esteem, which can continue into adulthood.
You may have heard your doctor refer to Body Mass index (BMI). Calculated
using an individual’s weight and height, this is the measurement used to determine
if a child (or adult) is overweight or obese. BMI does not measure body fat directly,
EXWLWLVDUHDVRQDEOHLQGLFDWRURIERG\IDWQHVV7KHUHDUHDJHDQGVH[VSHFL¿FSHUcentiles for BMI for children, adolescents, and adults, as body composition varies
between boys and girls. CDC has developed growth charts that are used to determine the corresponding BMI for age and sex. OverweightLVGH¿QHGDVD%0,
at or above the 85th percentile and lower than the 95th percentile for children of the
same age and gender. ObesityLVGH¿QHGDVD%0,DWRUDERYHWKHth percentile
for children of the same age and gender. Next time you visit your doctor, ask your
doctor for your BMI.
There are no simple solutions to end childhood obesity, but everyone has a role
to play in making a difference. Many schools and communities have taken on projects to provide opportunities for healthy eating and physical activity. Some schools
have developed Farm to School programs to offer a variety of healthy food choices.
Communities are developing more farmers markets, bringing local produce and
healthy products to the community. Scott County Public Health is promoting breast
feeding for newborn infants, and many workplaces are reviewing their availability
and policies to assist breastfeeding employees.
Parents can encourage more outdoor
time to increase physical activity and
lessen sedentary “screen time.” If you
don’t have a yard for your children’s
activities, locate a nearby park. In Scott
County, you can go to www.GoScottGo.
org to locate a park near you and activities in the community. Rethink your
drink options for your children and
adolescents – more water than sugary
drinks. Provide plenty of fruits and vegetables, and limit foods high in fat and
sugar; prepare healthier foods at family
meals. Schedule more meals together
each week, and have your children help
with the meal planning and preparation.
It is a good way to teach your children good nutrition and create some fun time with
your family.
For more information on ways you can get involved and change the childhood
obesity epidemic, go to www.cdc.gov/obesity/childhood/basics.html or to www.
dietaryguideline.gov. The latter is a great Dietary Guideline published in 2010 by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.

Trash Talking:
Recycling fact
of the month
Recycling is patriotic! With the rising cost of energy and environmental
impacts from fossil fuel, we should all pull together to reduce the
country’s overall energy use. Recycling won’t solve the energy crisis
by itself, but energy can be saved by recycling. The amount of lost
energy from throwing away recyclable commodities such as aluminum
cans and newspapers is equivalent to the annual output of 15 power
plants. Sherco III, the last major power plant built in Minnesota (1987),
cost nearly $1 billion dollars, and would cost more today. So deferring
the need for new power plants saves us all money!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Free nitrate water testing
clinic set for Oct. 17
Nitrate is a common contaminant
found in many wells throughout Minnesota. Shallow wells, dug wells, and
wells with damaged or leaking casings
are the most vulnerable to nitrate contamination. Major sources of nitrate
contamination can often be fertilizers, animal waste, and human sewage.
Drinking water supplies should be tested on a regular basis.
Residents who want to check the
drinking water from their private wells
for nitrates will have the opportunity
to do so from 2 to 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 17, at the Scott County Public
Works Facility on Highway 282. This

walk-in clinic -- sponsored by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Scott
County Environmental Health, and
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District -- is free and open to the general
public. No appointments are necessary.
Elevated levels of nitrate in drinking
water can cause a variety of health problems in people of all ages, so checking
your well is a good thing to do.
For more information, contact Greg
Boe, Scott County Environmental
Health, at (952) 496-8652, or Melissa
Bokman, Scott County Natural Resources, at (952) 496-8887.

Tips for collecting a water sample
To participate in this free testing, homeowners are asked to bring at least
one-half cup of water in a plastic baggie or container. To get a good sample,
DOORZWKHWDSWRUXQ¿YHWRPLQXWHVEHIRUH¿OOLQJWKHFRQWDLQHU+RPHRZQHUV
with distillation units, reverse osmosis, or other nitrate systems should take two
water samples (one before and one after the treatment process); this will determine if the system is working. Homeowners with just a water softener need to
take only one sample.
Samples should be taken no more than 24 hours before the testing and must
be kept refrigerated prior to testing. To ensure accurate results, homeowners
VKRXOGPDUNWKHFRQWDLQHUZLWKWKHLUQDPHVSKRQHQXPEHUVDQGZHOOLGHQWL¿cation numbers (if more than one well is sampled).
Samples will be analyzed on the spot; the process usually takes fewer than
¿YHPLQXWHVDQGUHVXOWVZLOOEHJLYHQGLUHFWO\WRWKHKRPHRZQHU,IWKHQLWUDWH
OHYHOLQDVDPSOHLVHOHYDWHGFOLQLFVWDIIFDQUHIHUWKHKRPHRZQHUWRFHUWL¿HG
labs for retesting. You are encouraged to test all of the wells on your property,
including the house, barn, irrigation, et cetera.

Property seller must disclose
wells and testing before sale
Minnesota law requires that information about any well on a property must
be provided to the buyer before the
property can be sold. This law applies
to all types of wells, including drinking
wells, irrigation, and livestock. It also
includes wells that were drilled, dug, or
sand point.
This information is important because it informs the buyer of the status
of the wells. A well is considered to be
active or “in use” if the well is functioning for some purpose. A well is inactive
(“not in use”) if the well is not functioning or is not capable of doing so. A
well is abandoned (“sealed”) if the well
KDV EHHQ ¿OOHG ZLWK DQ DSSURYHG VHDOing material by a licensed well contractor and the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) has received a Well and
Boring Sealing Record.
Unused wells must be appropriately
addressed because they provide a pathway for groundwater contamination and
may contaminate nearby wells. An unused well must either be put back into
use, abandoned, or have an approved
maintenance permit.
At the time of closing, a Well DisFORVXUH&HUWL¿FDWHPXVWEHSURYLGHGE\
WKHVHOOHU7KH:HOO'LVFORVXUH&HUWL¿cate states the name and address of the
buyer as well as the status and location
RIZHOO V RQWKHSURSHUW\7KH&HUWL¿cate is signed by the seller or seller’s
representative and the buyer. This form
is available at the County Recorder’s
RI¿FHRURQOLQHRQWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI
Health website. When the deed is recorded with the County Recorder or
registrar of titles, the buyer must proYLGH WKH :HOO 'LVFORVXUH &HUWL¿FDWH
along with a $50 fee.
The seller is liable for false disclosure. If the seller provides false information or fails to disclose information
that was known, he or she may be liable
for up to six years to the buyer for attorney fees and the cost of sealing the well.
7KH VHOOHU FDQ ¿QG LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ

the wells located on the property by using the on-line County Well Index on
the Minnesota Department of Health
website (http://www.health.state.mn.us/
divs/eh/cwi). Also, the Scott County
on-line ScottGIS mapping application
provides the unique well number, depth
drilled, and date drilled. In addition to
checking the on-line sources, the seller
should visually check the property. Information on wells installed before
1985 may not have been reported to the
state or County.
The Minnesota Department of Health
website explains what to look for when
locating wells on the property: “A well
usually appears as a steel pipe or casing
from 1-1/4 to 6 inches in diameter, but
may be a ring of concrete or tile up to 3
feet in diameter. The pipe may be sticking out of the ground or in a pit. A well
inside a house often can be found by
looking in the basement for a pipe that
LVVWLFNLQJXSIURPWKHÀRRU7KLVSLSH
may be in a utility room or a small room
adjacent to the basement. A glass block
in a porch step often indicates the location of a well, which is directly beneath
the block. Many older wells were buried. Pipes sticking out of a wall in the
basement may lead to a buried well.”
The state of Minnesota does not require well water be tested at the time
of property transfer. However, many
lending institutions may require testing
-- typically for coliform bacteria and nitrate -- as a condition for approving a
loan for the purchase of the property.
Scott County has made arrangements
ZLWK D ODE WKDW LV FHUWL¿HG E\ WKH 0LQnesota Department of Health to provide
testing services. You can purchase well
water testing kits at the Scott County
Customer Service Counter, or mail in
a purchase order form. The purchase
order forms are available on the Scott
County website.
Please contact the SWCD for more
information on cost sharing at (952)
492-5425.
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Identity theft among topics
at Senior Expo on Oct. 19

Senior citizens are invited to join
friends, family, and other Scott County
area seniors for a day of exhibits, speakers, entertainment, prizes, food, and fun
at the 2012 Scott County Senior Expo.
Over the years, I’ve used this column to introduce a number of emergency and The event is scheduled for Friday, Oct.
disaster-related topics, ranging from how a disaster response is managed to winter 19 at Shakopee High School, 100 17th
DQGVXPPHUZHDWKHUKD]DUGVIURPÀRRGIDFWVDQGDERYHJURXQGVWRUDJHWDQNVWR Ave. W. from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
¿UHVDIHW\DQGHYHU\WKLQJLQEHWZHHQ
One topic that I always return to is personal preparedness tips. National, state,
Check-in, a continental breakfast,
DQG ORFDO HPHUJHQF\ PDQDJHPHQW RI¿FLDOV IHHO WKLV LV DQ LPSRUWDQW WRSLF DQG LV and time to browse through the vendor
good to talk about from time to time. Please remember, you may need to take care displays are from 8 - 9:30 a.m. After
of yourself, family, or neighbors if a large disaster should impact your community breakfast, our feature presentation is a
-- the information below will help you get through some of those times.
talk on “Preventing Identity Theft” -- a
7U\WRKDYHHQRXJKVXSSOLHVRQKDQGWRJHWWKURXJKWKH¿UVWKRXUVRID rising concern in our area, and especialdisaster. Depending on the size and complexity of an emergency, you might not ly among the older population. Robert
have any other assistance for that period of time. Also, you may need to leave your Schwirtz,QIRUPDWLRQ6HFXULW\2I¿FHU
home or place of work in order to stay safe. If this happens, think about what you at Klein Bank in Shakopee, will give
will need to have ready in order to stay safe and to make living conditions as com- the presentation. His talk will include
fortable as possible.
a PowerPoint presentation as well as
Everyone’s situation is different and only you can make these kinds of deci- handouts.
sions, but here some things to think about should a large disaster or emergency
impact your community.
After the featured speaker, we will
have an opportunity to sit back and reFor families:
lax as we are entertained by J. Shawn
 Make sure your family has a plan in case of an emergency. Before an emer- Sweeney, a singer, musician, humorist,
gency happens, sit down together and decide how you will get in contact and author. His musical presentation
with each other, where you will go and what you will do in an emergency.
which includes weaving together mu Determine a neighborhood meeting place, a regional meeting place, and an sic and stories as he interacts with the
evacuation location.
audience is described as “Music that
 Identify an out-of-town emergency contact. It may be easier to make a Tickles.” Following this presentation,
long-distance phone call than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact lunch will be served at 11:30. During
is important to help communicate among separated family members. Be the lunch hour, there will be drawings
sure every member of your family knows the out-of-town phone number IRUPDQ\¿QHSUL]HV
and has coins or a prepaid phone card to call the emergency contact. You
may have trouble getting through, or the telephone system may be down
The Senior Expo, an informative and
altogether, but be patient.
entertaining event, will highlight vari You may also want to inquire about emergency plans at places where your ous services which will be of interest
family spends time, such as a place of employment. If no plans exist, con- to older adults in the Scott County area.
sider volunteering to help create one.
Transportation is available through
 Get an emergency supply kit. Be sure to consider additional items to accommodate family members’ unique needs:
*Prescription medications and glasses
*Infant formula and diapers
*Pet food, extra water for your pets, leashes, and collars
*Important family documents, such as copies of insurance


SROLFLHVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQGEDQNDFFRXQWUHFRUGVLQDZDWHUSURRI
portable container
*Books, games, puzzles, or other activities for children

Personal preparedness -- are you ready?

And talk to your neighbors about
how you can work together in the event
of an emergency. You will be better prepared to safely reunite your family and
loved ones during an emergency if you
think ahead and communicate with others in advance.
For parents:
If you are a parent, or guardian of an
elderly individual or person with access
and functional need requirements (including children and adults with disabilities), make sure schools and care providers
have emergency response plans:
 Ask how they will communicate with families during a crisis.
 Ask if they store adequate food, water, and other basic supplies.
 Find out if they are prepared to “shelter-in-place” if need be, and where they
plan to go if they must get away.
For workplaces:
 Think about what to do if your employees can’t go home.
 Make sure you have appropriate supplies on hand.
 Develop ways to communicate with your employees during work hours and
off hours about pending emergencies and the companies operating status
For communities:
 Find out what kinds of disasters -- both natural and man-made -- are most
OLNHO\WRRFFXULQ\RXUDUHDDQGKRZ\RXZLOOEHQRWL¿HG0HWKRGVRIJHWting your attention vary from community to community; one common
method is to broadcast via emergency radio and TV broadcasts. You might
hear a special siren, or get a telephone call, or emergency workers may go
door-to-door.

J. Shawn Sweeney, a singer,
musician, humorist, and author will
provide entertainment at the Senior
Expo on Oct. 19 in Shakopee.

SmartLink transit by calling (952)
496-8341.
Registration forms are available at
the Shakopee Community Center, 1255
Fuller St. in Shakopee, at Scott County
senior dining sites, or by contacting Sarah Foley at (952) 233-9508 or via e-mail
at sfoley@ci.shakopee.mn.us. The registration fee is $10, which includes the
continental breakfast and lunch; deadline to pre-register is Oct. 15.

The Mobile Health Clinic will be in Jordan, Savage, and Shakopee in
October and November.

Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered
6FRWW&RXQW\3XEOLF+HDOWKLGHQWL¿HG
a need for services that are more easily
accessible to individuals and families
who are uninsured, underinsured, and
underserved. Through a unique partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott County
Public Health provides adult and child
health screening, preventative health
care, health information, and assistance
with connecting to ongoing health care
and other local resources. The services
are provided with the use of the Mobile Health Unit, owned by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
This partnership enables services to be
brought directly to those in need by having the clinic go to various locations
within Scott County.

The October Mobile Health Clinic
The tips you see above come from www.ready.gov. The Ready.Gov website will be held:
x Thursday, October 18, 2 – 5
FRQWDLQVRWKHUJRRGLQIRUPDWLRQRQSHUVRQDOSUHSDUHGQHVV,QDGGLWLRQ\RXFDQ¿QG
p.m.: Scott County Fairgrounds
other good information on the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us/Pub(U of M Extension) 7151 190th
licSafetyJustice/CountySheriff/emhs/Pages/home.aspx or call Scott County EmerSt W, Suite 100, Jordan
gency Management at (952) 496-8381 if you have any questions.

The November Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
x Thursday, November 1, 2 – 5
p.m.: Savage Public Library,
13090 Alabama Ave, Savage
x Thursday, November 15, 2 –
5 p.m.: Russian Evangelical
Baptist Church, 1205 10th Ave,
Shakopee
,QIRUPDWLRQRQVSHFL¿FGDWHVWLPHV
and locations will continue to be updated as information becomes available
on the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and
outreach for health-related services to
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. For more information on mobile health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Recalls on food continue to increase
For many years, I’ve receieved e-mailed notices of recalls for food, drugs, and
unsafe retail products from the Federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
5HFHQWO\KRZHYHU,QRWLFHGDVLJQL¿FDQWLQFUHDVHLQWKHVHQRWLFHVVR,*RRJOHG
“FDA food recall trends” and discovered that recalls of contaminated foods have
increased drastically since 2007… and the trend doesn’t seem to be changing.
My research discovered several factors behind the increasing trend. First,
more funding for data-related technology and staff was provided to the FDA in
ZKLFKKDVDOORZHGIRUPRUHLQVSHFWRUVLQWKH¿HOGDQGPRUHHI¿FLHQWZD\V
to get information out. The FDA has also improved collaboration with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) as well as with state agencies. Recognizing that our food production
and distribution system has changed dramatically over the years, the Food Safety
Modernization Act (FSMA) was passed by the House of Representatives in 2009,
by the Senate late in 2010, and signed into law by President Obama on Jan. 4,
2011. This law -- if adequately funded -- could enable the FDA to better protect
the public. About 48 million people (one in six Americans) get sick, 128,000 are
hospitalized, and 3,000 die each year from foodborne diseases, according to recent
GDWDIURPWKH&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ7KLVLVDVLJQL¿FDQW
cause of disease and death that is largely preventable.
Another factor is that more of our food is being produced by fewer and larger
corporations, so, when they have a problem, it often involves multiple states and
hundreds of sick people, capturing the attention of medical and food safety agencies. Modern food preparation in large, well-designed and operated processing
facilities is certainly safer, but when things do go wrong, more people can be affected. When foodborne outbreaks occur, state agencies can now collaborate with
their counterparts in other states (and with the FDA directly) to identify the source
of the illness. So, better communication has resulted in more notices going out to
states where the food product has been distributed.
Another factor is that much of our food or ingredients that go into processed
food are now produced in other countries with lower sanitation standards and
fewer regulations related to food safety. This situation will likely continue with
increasing globalization of food production and distribution.
If adequately funded, the FSMA could better protect public health by strengthening the food safety system (rather than reacting to problems after they occur) and
provide the FDA with new enforcement authorities. The law also gives FDA important new tools to hold imported foods to the same standards as domestic foods
and directs FDA to build an integrated national food safety system in partnership
with state and local authorities. Unfortunately, the funding passed this year has
QRWEHHQVXI¿FLHQWIRUWKH)'$WRPRYHIRUZDUGZLWKDOORIWKHSURYLVLRQV
Some people believe that the food industry has a vested interest in policing
WKHPVHOYHVEXWRIWHQWKHSXUVXLWRISUR¿WLVDFRQÀLFWLQJLQÀXHQFH:LWKRXWVWDWH
and federal investigations and inspections to identify the source of contaminated
food -- and subsequent penalties such as recalls to encourage safer practices -- it is
unlikely that food production and processing would become safer. People would
just get sick and die and speculate as to what caused it.
Another problem with food contamination is the tremendous waste that results.
Americans throw away 40 percent of the food that is produced for consumption
and made available for sale in food stores and restaurants. One estimate of the
relative cost for this wasted food, if attributed on a family basis, results in an
increased cost of $2,275 per family per year. In reality, this is a hidden cost for
our modern food production and distribution system, and the consumer ends up
paying more for food to cover the spoilage costs. When there is a recall of contaminated food, the producers need to cover their loss, so they must pass that
cost on to consumers. Clearly, the solution is to prevent unsafe production and
processing practices that result in disease, recalls, and increased food costs. One
of the challenges we are currently facing in implementation of our newly adopted
Solid Waste Management Master Plan is the proper management of organics such
as food wastes.
It all boils down to a matter of priorities. With increasing demand for resources and the increased number of weather-related disasters resulting from climate
change, our best option is to become more aware of the threats we face to help
us make better decisions. Knowledge is our best defense in a rapidly changing
environment. You can receive e-mail notices of recalls of food and drug products
from the Federal Food and Drug Agency (FDA) by signing up for them at www.
foodsafety.gov/recalls/alerts/index.html.

Visit the HHW Facility
The HHW Facility is open to collect hazardous
household waste from Scott County residents:
Wednesdays (12 noon to 6 p.m.); Thursdays (12
noon to 4 p.m.); Saturdays (8 a.m. to 12 noon)
Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW
for more information.
Note: Until further notice, household appliances are
now being accepted at no charge.

The salt-sand mixture was replaced with 100 percent treated salt that melts
ice to approximately -10 degrees Fahrenheit.

New methods of plowing
provide greater safety, savings
Snow removal requires a major effort to keep roads safe and navigable
during our Minnesota winter months.
While we can’t escape the inevitable
snowfall and whiteout conditions, Scott
County Public Works staff has continXHGWR¿QGQHZVQRZSORZLQJPHWKRGV
DQG HTXLSPHQW WR LPSURYH HI¿FLHQF\
while delivering a high-quality service
for residents. Many improvements
have been implemented over the past
GHFDGHWRSURYLGHDQXPEHURIEHQH¿WV
LQFOXGLQJVLJQL¿FDQWFRVWVDYLQJVDQGD
reduction in environmental impacts.
During an average winter, the County spreads 7,000 to 8,000 thousand tons
of salt to treat 770 miles of travel lanes,
turn lanes, and crossovers. In the early
2000s, a salt-sand mixture was spread
onto roadways with computer-aided
sanders. The use of a salt-sand mixture results in 1,200 to 1,500 pounds of
material placed on every mile of road
during an average snow event. If the
surface refreezes, the same amount
must be applied again. The result is a
VLJQL¿FDQW DPRXQW RI VDOWVDQG RQ WKH
roads at the end of the season, which
must be swept up before it heads down
storm drains into nearby lakes and
streams. The practice of using the saltsand mixture was changed in 2005 to
lower the sand content. The revised
mixture melted snow and ice, but did
not adequately address the problem of
refreeze -- and still left large amounts
of sand on roadways requiring spring
removal.
In 2006, the salt-sand mixture was
replaced with 100 percent treated salt
called Clear Lane. This treated salt
mixture lowers the melting point of
snow and ice to approximately -10 degrees Fahrenheit on the road surface,

Amendments

compared to +15 degrees for untreated
salt. Because of its effectiveness in
lower temperatures, the use of treated
salt has reduced the amount of material
needed per snow event from 1,200 to
1,500 pounds per lane mile to approximately 490 pounds. Not only does this
help clear the roads faster, it helps avoid
refreeze -- keeping lakes and streams
cleaner.
With the use of less salt and no sand,
street sweeping of roads with curb and
JXWWHUVLVWKUHHWLPHVPRUHHI¿FLHQWDQG
has proven to provide cost savings of
$20,000 to $30,000 each year.
After constructing a larger salt shed
in 2006, Scott County increased its ability to store a larger volume (as well as
provide up to 2,000 to 3,000 tons of salt
storage for the cities and townships).
7KH UHVXOWLQJ HI¿FLHQFLHV RI VFDOH HQ
abled the County to take advantage of
competitively bid prices from a state
contract. Additionally, at the end of the
snow season, salt suppliers are usually
looking to sell off their unused salt inventory. For agencies with a place to
store salt, this creates an opportunity
to purchase salt at a reduced rate. This
year, Scott County was able to take advantage of this “sale” price.
6FRWW&RXQW\VWDIIFRQWLQXHVWR¿QG
QHZZD\VWREHPRUHHI¿FLHQWZLWKWKH
annual snowplowing budget. This fall,
drivers may notice a snowplow with
a new piece of equipment attached to
it called the “Tow Plow” (see photo).
The Tow Plow makes it possible for
one driver to clear multiple lanes in one
pass, thus eliminating one plow truck
and one operator per snow event. Look
for it on a highway near you this coming snow season!

From page 1
amendment, the language that would of these amendments to gain a better
be added to the Minnesota Constitution, understanding of what they may mean
Article XIII, is as follows: “Only a to you and changes that may occur beunion of one man and one woman shall cause of their possible passage.
be valid or recognized as a marriage in
We want to thank all of you who
Minnesota.”
participate in the elections process by
To educate yourself on these two registering to vote, becoming an elecamendment provisions and read differ- tion judge, and going to the polls to cast
ent organizational standpoints, please your vote. If you have any questions on
visit the Minnesota Secretary of State’s this year’s election process, where you
website (www.sos.state.mn.us), click vote, how to register to vote, or anyon the “Elections & Voting,” then “Con- thing related to elections, contact Scott
stitutional Amendments,” and “Organi- County (at 952-496-8560 or via e-mail
zations Providing Information.” You at scelections@co.scott.mn.us) or your
will be able to read the pros and cons local city or township clerk.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Farm SCENE
Harvest News
Minnesota gardeners – especially those who grow alliums such as garlic and
onions – are seeing a lot of loss this year due to a statewide outbreak of aster yellows phytoplasma. The prevailing thought is that last year’s abnormally warm
winter allowed insects carrying this bacteria to move north sooner than usual,
IHHGLQJRQWKHHDUOLHVWFURSVWKH\FRXOG¿QG LQWKLVFDVHJDUOLFDQGRQLRQV 
For more information, visit http://forums2.gardenweb.com/forums/load.cornucop/msg0813043821394.html?16.

Farming is a way of life for Caseys
For Rob Casey and his
brother Pat, farming isn’t merely an occupation – it’s a way of
life they’ve inherited through
¿YH JHQHUDWLRQV  (VWDEOLVKHG
in 1855, the Casey farm is only
two years younger than Scott
County itself.
Raising corn, beans, and alfalfa on 1600 acres in Credit
River, the brothers – who also
tend to 100 dairy cows and 60 During the Scott County City to Country
steer -- took over the family op- Tour on Sept. 29, Rob Casey gave tour
eration in 1989, now with the goers an up close look at the combine that
the farm uses to harvest soybeans.
help of Pat’s son Calvin.
Clearly, much has changed since Rob’s boyhood in rural Scott County. From
rapid population growth to advances in farming equipment and techniques, there’s
increasing pressure to “… raise bigger crops, create more production, use more
things to do a better job,” said the soft-spoken farmer. But one thing hasn’t
changed: the weather matters. Fortunately, the recent dry weather hasn’t damDJHGWKH&DVH\FURSVWRRVLJQL¿FDQWO\
An active member of the Farm Advisory Board (FAB), Rob Casey certainly
appreciates the importance of agriculture in the County’s future as well as its past.
His love for the land is readily apparent, and he recently opened up his farm to
others through the 2012 City to Country Tour.

The 4-H Livestock Auction helps individual 4-H members acquire
IXQGV IRU WKHLU SURMHFWV SOXV D SRUWLRQ RI WKH SURFHHGV EHQH¿W WKH
county’s 4-H program. Above, Greta Steinhagen (left) and Michael
Geske display the animals they raised and took to the ribbon auction.

4-H buyer groups recognize
4-H livestock exhibitors

With summer now nothing but a
lovely memory, 4-H’s busiest season
-- the Scott County Fair and Minnesota State Fair – has come to a close.
When most people think of fairs, they
conjure images of Ferris wheels, stuffed
animals, and scads of fried foods; but in
6FRWW&RXQW\+FRPHV¿UVW
In fact, many people know about
4-H because of these fairs. They come
to the fair to view projects exhibited by
4-Hers and stroll through the barns to
get a close up glimpse of animals they
might not otherwise see. What they
don’t readily see is the dedication and
passion exercised by 4-Hers and the involvement of certain groups who help
support the program.
Fairgoers support 4-H by eating at
The next meeting of the FAB is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 1 , from 9:30 to
the
4-H Family Diner, staffed by 4-Hers
11:30 at the Scott County Public Works/Highway building (located near the interand
their parents who volunteer their
section of 282 and County Road 17). All Scott County farmers, as well as other
time.
4-H also receives support from
interested individuals, are welcome to attend; currently, the FAB is seeking greatdonations
received through the 4-H
er participation from the Elko New Market and St. Lawrence Township areas.
Blue Ribbon Livestock Auction held
on Saturday afternoon of the fair. The
auction includes a variety of species
including poultry, rabbit, sheep, goats,
swine, and beef.
It goes without saying that the 4-H
Livestock
Auction takes many months
Blake Marshall is a 4-H junior leader that stood out
of
planning,
volunteers willing to conthis summer helping with Out of School Time Adventact
community
members and businesstures at New Prague and New Market Kids’ Companies.
th
es
for
donations,
and a lot of sweat eqBlake is the son of Jo Marshall of Jordan, and is a 9
uity
spent
by
4-Hers
raising and groomgrader at Jordan High School. He’s an active member
ing
quality
livestock.
4-H exhibitors
of the Dog 4-H Club, where he helps teach others about
who
receive
a
blue
or
purple ribbon,
the dogs and training.
have
completed
ID
paperwork
by the
Blake was very active this summer linking story
deadline,
participate
in
an
Animal
Scibooks with 4-H projects. Blake brought his Little Red
HQFH
,QWHUYLHZ
DQG
KDYH
FHUWL¿HG
LQ
Hen and talked about teamwork, poultry, and the amazMN
4-H
Livestock
Quality
Assurance
ing eggs. Blake was a great role model this year and
Blake Marschall
and Ethics are eligible to participate in
was able to explore his leadership skills. He is excited
to help teach younger students this school year with the 4-H Youth Teaching Youth the auction.
program.
The 4-H Livestock Auction is conducted as any other auction would be,
with the exception of the auctioneers
volunteering their time. As each 4-H
Kaitlyn Weckman has demonstrated hard work,

Farm Advisory Notes

Junior Leaders In Our Community

Blake Marschall

Kaitlyn Weckman

leadership, and determination this past year. A member
of the Scott County 4-H program for nine years, she is
an active member of the Shakopee Super Seekers 4-H
Club. Kaitlyn – daughter of Pat and Sara Weckman
-- has just begun 9th grade at Shakopee Senior High
School. In 4-H, Kaitlyn has taken on a number of leadership roles as a 4-H Ambassador, a member of the 4-H
Executive Board, a Shooting Sports Junior Leader, and
DQRI¿FHULQKHU+FOXEWRQDPHDIHZ
Kaitlyn also participates in several other project ar- Kaitlyn Weckman
eas, including wildlife biology, youth leadership, demonstrations, clothing and
textiles, beef and swine. This past summer, she had the honor of representing
Scott County 4-H at the Minnesota State Fair as a media trip winner, also serving
as a liaison to local community newspapers and radio stations. Kaitlyn took this
assignment and exceled, making connections with local County youth and delivering stories back to the local papers. Scott County 4-H would like to take the time
to recognize Kaitlyn for all of her hard work this past year.

exhibitor presents his or her animal,
a call for bids is made and the action
begins. The 4-H auction is not a terminal auction, meaning the animal is
not sent to market, so the highest bidder is awarded a ribbon. Now you may
think that might discourage auction
participants, but this is far from true.
The friendly competition and camaraderie of those involved is refreshing.
Auction bidders come into the auction
knowing that a percentage of what they
ELG ZLOO EHQH¿W WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ +
program as a whole, as well as help the
4-H exhibitor cover expenses in trying
to improve their animal quality for next
year’s project.
For decades, there have been 4-H
buyer groups set up for several of the
communities in Scott County. Currently, there are buyer groups in the Belle
Plaine, New Prague, Jordan, and Shakopee areas. These groups are able to
pool their donations in order to be able
to bid on ribbons for animals sold at a
higher cost – something that an individual might not be able to do. These
community buyer groups have been
actively involved in this process since
its inception. Through the efforts of the
4-H buyer groups, Scott County 4-H is
able to provide events throughout the
year, including after-school programs,
community service, and school enrichment. The support these community
buyer groups offer to the 4-H youth organization is incredibly valuable!
We’re looking to form a buyers
group from the Prior Lake area. If
you (or someone you know) would
like to spearhead this effort, or if you
would like to become part of one of
the existing buyer groups, contact the
6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQRI¿FHDW  
492-5410.

4-H: A program
for the whole
family!
4-H Clubs are located throughout Scott County.
For information about how to join a club,
call the Scott County ([tension 2fÀce
at (952) 492-5410. Enrollment in underway!
$ll youth in Nindergarten through the Àrst year
after high school are invited to join.
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Whipps family named SWCD’s top conservationists
John and Mary Whipps of Jordan,
along with daughters Rebecca Wiseman and Hayley, were recently selected as the 2012 Outstanding Conservationists of the Year for repairing soileroding ravines and converting about
16 acres of cropland to native prairie.
Nominated by the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan, the family will be recognized at
the Minnesota Association of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) Convention in December.
As fourth-generation owners of
80 acres near Sand Creek in beautiful
Scott County, the family lives just south
of Jordan on Highway 21. The property
is located within a watershed of Sand
Creek (a Minnesota River tributary)
that generates up to 10 times more suspended solids than any other watershed
of the creek.
John and Mary worked with Scott
SWCD staff to restore 15.9 acres of
native prairie near an erosion-susceptible ravine and surrounding uplands.
7KHFURSSHG¿HOGVDOVRGUDLQHGWRWKLV
ravine. By restoring the prairie, they
staved off further water damage and
soil washouts. The project consisted
of planting deep-rooted prairie vegHWDWLRQ LQ WKH IRUPHU FURS ¿HOGV DQG
cool-season grass areas. This planting
greatly reduced the amount of overland
ÀRZWKDWFRQWULEXWHGWRWKHUDYLQHHURsion. Erosion levels dropped from 14.3
tons per year to zero; phosphorus load
went from 4.7 pounds per year to zero.
The Whipps paid for part of the project
themselves, received an incentive payment from the Scott Watershed ManDJHPHQW 2UJDQL]DWLRQ DQG TXDOL¿HG
for EQIP funding for installation of the
planting.
In addition to the recent native prairie planting, they repaired a deeply
eroding ravine with a grade-control
structure designed by the SWCD in
2011. The family repaired a second
eroding ravine eight years ago, and
maintains a 60-year-old structure on

ing acres of their property. By planting
dozens of deep-rooted plants, including big and little bluestem, switchgrass,
Canada wild rye, Indiangrass, yellow
FRQHÀRZHUV SXUSOH SUDLULH FORYHU -RH
Pye weed, hoary vervain and many others, this investment in conservation has
paid off with less soil loss, very little
maintenance and a colorful, healthy,
drought-resistant landscape.
In addition to installing soil-erosion
saving projects, John continues to demonstrate his commitment to conservation by allowing University of Minnesota students to utilize his property for
geomorphology studies.
Naturalizing acreage with the native prairie plantings on the property has led to increased turkey, deer,
wood duck, and bluebird sightings.
5HGWDLOHG KDZNV ZUHQV ¿QFKHV DQG
woodpeckers have all found a haven on
the Whipps property. As an example of
their conservation-minded efforts, they
allow animals to nest in fallen or dead
trees rather than remove them. They’ve
also created two small wetlands on
their 80-acre property, providing wood
ducks and geese with nesting and feeding areas.
John works as a property manager
and also does boat and RV storage, and
Mary works as a planner at Toro in Shakopee. Their daughters attend school in
Jordan. They are very involved with
school activities of their daughters. In
addition, John enjoys woodworking
(building more than 40 bird houses this
John and Mary Whipps of Jordan, along with daughters Rebecca Wiseman year alone, using red cedar trees from
(right) and Hayley (left) were recently selected as the 2012 Outstanding the family’s woods). They are members
Conservationists of the Year by the Scott SWCD.
of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
a third. They have also worked over their forested areas, ever increasing the in Chaska and spend much of their time
the years to improve their woodlands canopy by removing much of the inva- outdoors.
Always cognizant of the impact
through extensive invasive species re- sive buckthorn and making sure trees
moval and planting hundreds of native and grasses buffer the banks along the their decisions can make on the quality
trees and shrubs. White Pine, Quaking bluff and Sand Creek tributary that cuts of land, water, and wildlife resources,
the Whipps have been great conserAspen, and Colorado Spruce seedlings through their land.
have been planted in the wooded areas
By planting native grasses and wild- vationists who believe “naturalizing”
of their property, purchased through ÀRZHUV PXFK RI WKH ZLQG HURVLRQ WKH their land is an important investment in
the Scott SWCD tree program. John Whipps family had been experiencing the future and the environment.
and Mary have kept a watchful eye on has been greatly minimized on the roll-

Tour focuses
on ravine,
gully issues
$GHOHJDWLRQRI&RXQW\RI¿FLDOVUHcently held their annual Conservation
Tour, focusing on severe sedimentation and gully issues in the western part
of Scott County. Each year, the Scott
Watershed Management Organization (WMO) and Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) host a
summer tour of conservation-related issues in the County. This year’s stops included a follow up visit with John and
Mary Whipps of Jordan to see their
ravine repair and native grass planting; Scott County Roads 6 and 51; and
Blakeley Trail and Salisbury Hill Road.
At the intersection of CR 51 and
Salisbury Hill Road, the entire stream
FKDQQHODQGEULGJHDUH¿OOHGZLWKVHGLment that must be cleaned out after nearly all storm events. There is a mountain
of sediment next to the road that has
been excavated from under the bridge
and the channel. Up the hill is a large
complex of gullies cutting their way up
the bluff. It is believed this is contributing most of the sediment. Stops along
WKHWRXULQFOXGHGGLVFXVVLRQVRQ¿[HVWR
these issues, conservation projects that /RFDORI¿FLDOVUHYLHZHGVLWHVQHHGLQJUHSDLUVXFKDVWKHVHGLPHQWSUREOHPDWWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQRI&R5GDQG
FDQ VORZ WKH GDPDJH DQG DYDLODEOH ¿- Salisbury Hill Rd. (lower right) and the progress made on the John Whipps property where a ravine (upper left) was
nancial and technical partnerships.
repaired and native grass planted (upper right and lower left).
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Newly acclaimed “Lester” soils abundant in County
In April, a bill was signed recognizing a type of soil known as “Lester”
as the new “state soil” of Minnesota.
The Lester series consists of soil that
has developed between the prairie and
forest, making it a very common part
RI6FRWW&RXQW\¶VODQGVFDSH6SHFL¿cally, it’s a very deep, well-drained upland soil that formed in loamy, calcareous (i.e., mostly or partly composed
of calcium carbonate) glacial till. As
shown on the map, Lester soils are
south centrally located in the state.
These soils formed under wooded
vegetation that has been removed in
many areas for agricultural production. Corn and soybeans are the principal crops grown on this soil series.
Lester soils are of moderate extent,
occurring in 17 counties in south-central Minnesota with a total acreage of
over 600,000. This soil was picked
as the “state soil” because it met certain criteria: based in Minnesota, extensive, economically important, and
photogenic.
  7KH ¿HOG ZRUN IRU PDSSLQJ RI
soils in Scott County took place in
1955; shortly thereafter, the USDA
Soil Conservation Service published

Soil specialist
joins NRCS
staff in Jordan
Doug Miller of New Prague has
joined the Natural Resources ConservaWLRQ 6HUYLFH 15&6  RI¿FH LQ -RUGDQ
He has been hired as Area Resource
Soil Scientist and has held similar positions throughout southern Minnesota
since 1995. Prior to joining the Jordan
staff, he was employed at the St. Peter
$UHD15&6RI¿FH
Doug began his career with NRCS
in 1987. He worked on soil surveys in
Meeker and Renville Counties until
1992, when he transferred to St. Peter.
He and his family have lived in Belle
Plaine Township since 1992.
Doug earned his bachelor’s degree
in soil science from the University of
Minnesota in 1978. Prior to his work
with NRCS, Miller worked in various
aspects of soils, from surveys with the
University of Minnesota Experiment
Station to work with Subterranean EnJLQHHULQJ D SULYDWH FRQVXOWLQJ ¿UP LQ
Minneapolis.
“As a resource soil scientist, my
work can vary quite a bit,” Doug explained. “I work with many individuals
-- including crop producers, local government agencies and just about anyone
who has questions relating to soil survey information.”
Much of his time involves trainLQJ ¿HOG LQYHVWLJDWLRQV DQG FXVWRPHU
assistance. “Working with people is a

Livestock
Investment Grants
available
Qualifying producers will be
reimbursed up to 10 percent
RIWKH¿UVWLQYHVWHG
in facility improvements, with
a minimum investment of
 Application deadline
January 14, 2013.

Check www.mda.mn.us/
livestockinvestmentgrant
for more information.

Yellow areas indicate extent of Lester
Soils in Minnesota.

the Scott County Soil Survey, and updates followed in 1997. The Survey has
a wealth of information for interpreting
soils and land uses. The information
is typically used by farmers, foresters,
home builders, septic professionals,
soil engineers, and others interested
in management of woodlands (such

The photo above shows a typical soil landscape of Lester loam with wooded
areas and cropland where trees have been removed.

as general management for pastures,
woodlands, and wildlife areas). The
Survey is available on the Scott County
website. If you are wondering what
type of soils sit below your home or
¿HOG YLVLW ZZZFRVFRWWPQXV, click

on “Property GIS,” then “Scott County
Interactive” mapping application. You
will need to search for a certain parcel, then under the layers tab click on
“Natural Resources,” then check “soil
survey,” then refresh the map.

Riparian buffer easement
funds available through
RIM conservation program
Do you have Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres that are expiring
soon? Are you looking for ways to improve water quality on your farm or add
wildlife habitat areas?
The Minnesota Board of Water and
Soil Resources (BWSR) and the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SCWD) may have some good options
Doug Miller
for you.
Effective July 19, more than $10
very enjoyable part of my job,” Doug
summed up. “Southern Minnesota’s million became available for riparian
landscape may look very ordinary with buffer easements through the Reinvest
its gently rolling hills and rivers, but in Minnesota (RIM) program. This prounder the surface there are many com- gram encourages the creation of native
plexities in the soil we must understand plant buffers on riparian lands adjacent
in order to manage the land wisely and to public waters through the purchase
of permanent conservation easements
effectively.”
“The RIM Riparian Buffer EaseDoug can be reached at (952) 4925452 or via e-mail at douglas.miller@ ment program offers another option for
PQXVGDJRY +LV RI¿FH LV LQ WKH IRU- landowners to target conservation pracPHU)DUP6HUYLFH$JHQF\RI¿FHDWWKH tices and serves as an investment for
Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.

the long-term health of their farm,” said
Troy Kuphal, Scott SWCD Manager.
“By enrolling in the program, landowners are compensated to provide plant diversity and keep valuable soil in place.”
Eligible landowners must have
owned the property for one year prior to
the application. Buffer widths must be
a minimum of 50 feet for clean water;
buffer extensions to a maximum of 200
feet may be granted for wildlife habitat
enhancement purposes. All easements
must be permanent. To apply, contact
WKH 6FRWW 6:&' RI¿FH LQ -RUGDQ DW
(952) 492-5425.
The RIM Riparian Buffer Easement
Program is the only program funded
through both Outdoor Heritage and
Clean Water Funds (from the Clean
Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment),
which was passed by voters in 2008.
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Growth seen in permit to carry applications
In 2003, Governor Tim Pawlenty signed the Minnesota Citizens’ Personal Protection Act of 2003 into law, which allowed more citizens the right to obtain a
SHUPLWWRFDUU\D¿UHDUPLQ0LQQHVRWD7KHODZSODFHVWKHUHVSRQVLELOLW\RILVVXing, accepting, and processing the permit to carry applications to Minnesota’s 87
6KHULII¶V2I¿FHV
6LQFHWKHHQDFWPHQWRIWKLVODZWKH6FRWW&RXQW\6KHULII¶V2I¿FHKDVKDGD
VWHDG\ VWUHDP RI SHUPLW WR FDUU\ DSSOLFDQWV  ,Q WKH ¿UVW \HDUDORQH   RXU
2I¿FHWRRNLQDSSOLFDWLRQVEXWWKLVLQLWLDOVXUJHGURSSHGLQZKHQRXU
RI¿FHSURFHVVHGRQO\DSSOLFDWLRQV
After 2004, the number of applicants has gradually climbed. In 2008,
which was the year when the 324 applicants from 2003 should have reached
WKHLU ¿YH\HDU H[SLUDWLRQ GDWHV 6FRWW
&RXQW\ VDZ D VLJQL¿FDQW ULVH LQ SHUmit to carry applications. The total
amount of applicants for our County
in 2008 was 594 – the eighth largest
county in Minnesota in total applicants for that year.
Through mid-September 2012, our permit to carry applicant numbers were at
759, already surpassing our one-year record of 687 applicants set in 2011. One
can speculate on why the numbers have risen, but anyone can see that many of our
citizens have a clear interest in obtaining a permit to carry card.
If you are interested in getting a permit to carry in Scott County, this is the
process you will need to go through.
x You must be at least 21 years of age

Trained monitors assist members of the public who want to use the shooting
range at the SCALE facility to sight in their guns.

SCALE facility open to public
IRUVLJKWLQJULÀHVVKRWJXQV
With deer hunting rapidly approaching, there will once again be an opportunity for the public to sight-in their riÀHGDQGVKRWJXQVDWWKH6&$/(3XEOLF
Safety Training Facility in Sand Creek
Township.. The range use will be monitored by trained range safety personnel
during the public shooting times.

x Individuals must obtain a WUDLQLQJFHUWL¿FDWHIURPD0LQQHVRWDFHUWL¿HG 3XEOLFULÀHDQGVKRWJXQVOXJ
permit to carry instructor
shooting dates and times are:
 Sunday, Oct. 21: 1 – 4 p.m.
x 2QFH\RXKDYH\RXUWUDLQLQJFHUWL¿FDWLRQ¿OORXWDQGVXEPLWDSHUPLW
to carry application (you will need to provide a government ID and
proof of your training)
x Pay a fee ($100 for new applications, $75 for renewals)

The Scott County Community Development Agency provides free,
FRQ¿GHQWLDOVHUYLFHVWRKRPHRZQHUVLQ6FRWW&RXQW\ZKRDUHDWULVNRI
losing their home. The CDA’s Foreclosure Prevention Program serves
homeowners who are behind (or anticipate they will fall behind) on
mortgage payments, property taxes, or homeowners’ association fees.
Participants will receive information, advocacy, and referrals. For more
information, contact the Scott County CDA at (952) 402-9022 or visit
their website at www.scottcda.org/foreclosure-prevention.

Thursday, Oct. 25: 3 - 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 27: 9 a.m. – noon

Reservations are not required. The
fee to use the facility range is $15 for
20 minutes of shooting time. Check the
RTF website (RTF.co.scott.mn.us) for
additional information, or contact Mike
Briese, Facility Manager, at (952) 4968948 or via e-mail at mbriese@co.scott.
mn.us.

Venison is healthy choice,
but handle with care

$QGWKH6KHULII¶V2I¿FHPXVWLVVXHRUGHQ\WKHSHUPLWZLWKLQGD\VRIWKH
The opening of deer hunting season
application date. Some wonder what occurs during the period when the applicaWLRQLVGURSSHGRIIDWWKH6KHULII¶V2I¿FHDQGWKHSHUPLWLVLVVXHGRUGHQLHG7KH means venison on the table in many
households. From a nutritional perbasics of what happens during the approval/denial stage is this:
spective, it’s a good choice, according
x Your applicant information is entered into a private system with limited
to a University of Missouri Extension
access. The public and the majority of law enforcement personnel have
nutrition specialist. “Three ounces of
no access to this system and the information it holds.
deer meat contains 134 calories and
only three grams of fat,” said Tammy
x Background checks are done through the Department of Human
Roberts. The same amount of beef can
Services, FBI, state of Minnesota, and local and out-of-state agencies
contain 259 calories and 18 grams of
LQFOXGLQJWKRVHZKHUH\RX¶YHOLYHGLQWKHSDVW¿YH\HDUV 
fat; three ounces of pork has about 214
The results of the background checks are then reviewed by a deputy, and a de- calories and 13 grams of fat.
cision regarding approval or denial is based on the results. For more information
But Roberts also cautioned, “As
on Minnesota’s permit to carry program, visit https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/
with all protein-based foods, it’s espebca-divisions/administrative/pages/permit-to-carry-faq.aspx.
cially important to handle venison with
care to prevent foodborne illness. Eating fresh venison is not recommended,
because parasites and tapeworms are
common.” Before eating or using to
make sausage or jerky, freeze venison
for at least 24 to 48 hours (48 is better).

Worried about foreclosure?




E. coli is present in the intestinal
tract of deer and can survive in homemade jerky and fermented sausages like
pepperoni. When making jerky, you
should steam, roast, or boil the venison
to 160 degrees Fahrenheit before drying. Similarly, when cooking sausage,
deer bologna, ground venison, chops,
steaks, and roasts, the meat should
reach an internal temperature of 160 degrees. Cook soups, stews, casseroles,
and meatloaf to 165 degrees. (Make
sure reheated leftovers also reach 165
degrees as well.)

Experts recommend that venison
should be frozen at least 24 to 48
hours before making sausage or
jerky.

keep meat from getting too dry, rub the
roast with some oil before cooking.
“Marinades are a great way to add
ÀDYRU DQG WHQGHUL]H WKH PHDW´ 5REerts said. She suggests trying French or
Italian dressing, tomato sauce, or fruit
juice as marinades.

“Always marinate meat in the refrigerator and discard the marinade when
you cook the meat,” she said. The longer you marinate, the more tender the
6RPH SHRSOH ¿QG WKDW YHQLVRQ FDQ meat will be, but you can get too much
taste gamy, dry, and tough, but there of a good thing: “Marinating for more
DUH ZD\V WR LPSURYH ÀDYRU PRLVWXUH than 24 hours can break down the meat
and tenderness. To decrease the gamy ¿EHUVDQGPDNHLWPXVK\´
ÀDYRU, soak the meat in a solution of
two tablespoons of vinegar per quart of Source: www.MissouriFamilies.org/
water for an hour before cooking. To foodsafety.
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4-H offers educational
after school programs in
Prior Lake, Shakopee
7HDFKFKLOGUHQDERXWSHUVRQDO¿QDQFH

Join 4-H afterschool in Prior Lake
and Shakopee for a series of programs
By Sharon Powell, Educator, Family Resource Management
you won’t want to miss! These proIt is a strange irony that having money and managing it wisely are activities grams are open to all students; register
central to our well-being, yet money management is a subject that many parents through community education www.
fail to teach their children. On one hand, it’s easy to understand why parents might priorlakesavagece.com or www.shakofeel hesitant; managing money is a skill for which even many adults feel under- pee.k12.mn.us. Check the community
TXDOL¿HG &DVHLQSRLQW$WRQHWLPHLQRXUUHFHQWSDVWWKH86SHUVRQDOVDYLQJV education book for prices and times.
rate fell as low as 1.1 percent -- which means that, on average, Americans were Both the fall series and early winter
spending 98.9 percent of their net income!)
series will be held on Mondays, Tues2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG LI SDUHQWV IDLO WR H[SRVH WKHLU FKLOGUHQ WRVRXQG ¿QDQFLDO days, and Wednesdays as follows:
OHDUQLQJDQGSUDFWLFHVWKH\DUHOHDYLQJWKHLUNLGVYXOQHUDEOHWR¿QDQFLDOKDUGVKLS
After all, young people will inevitably be forced to face the challenges of money Fall Series (6 weeks), October 1 management at some point in their lives. If parents are actively involved with that November 5
OHDUQLQJWKH\FDQSRVLWLYHO\LQÀXHQFHWKHOHVVRQVDQGWKHLULQYROYHPHQWZLOO 4-H Marvel Mondays at Grainwood
open up opportunities for learning together and strengthening their relationship.
Elementary, Prior Lake (Kindergarten
:KHWKHU\RXFRQVLGHU\RXUVHOID¿QDQFLDOH[SHUWRUQHZWRWKH¿HOGKHUHDUH - 5th Grade)
some principles that will help you educate your children.
Fall Series (6 weeks), October 2 –
Principle 1: The Power of Compounding. One advantage all kids have is time. November 6
,QWKHDUHDRISHUVRQDO¿QDQFHWLPHLVGH¿QLWHO\PRQH\EHFDXVHRIWKHSRZHURI 4-H Tremendous Tuesdays at Five
compounded earnings. If a young person invests money in an interest-bearing ac- Hawks Elementary, Prior Lake
count, the snowball effect of compounding interest will create great earnings over (Kindergarten - 5th grade)
the years. The younger the investor, the greater the earnings at retirement age. Obviously, young people, if they are thoughtful about their money, can use this prin- Fall Series (6 weeks), October 3, 10,
ciple to their great advantage. So encourage your kids to invest early and often! 24, 31; November 7 and 14
Here is an example of how a person’s 4-H Wacky Wednesdays at Sweeney
money can grow: Elise is 65 years old. Elementary, Shakopee (Kindergarten )RUW\¿YH\HDUVDJR ZKHQVKHZDV 5th grade)
years old), Elise started an IRA and put
$2000 in the account at the end of each
Week 1 - I Spy: Do you like to exyear. After 20 years of contributions, plore? We can help by giving you the
Elise stopped making new deposits, tools to discover. You will be transbut left the accumulated contributions formed into a detective, and will work
in the IRA fund. The fund produced re- on your skills to solve a mystery. We
turns of 10 percent per year… tax-free. ZLOO ORRN DW WKH ¿YH VHQVHV DQG KRZ
By the time she was 65, after contrib- they can help solve problems.
uting $40,000, her IRA was worth an
Week 2 - Sail away with 4-H on a
amazing $1,365,227!
High Seas Adventure: Explore what
Principle 2: The Value of Experience. Providing your children with their
it was like to sail with Christopher Coown money to manage gives them ample opportunity to learn valuable lessons.
lumbus through a science experiment,
Some of these lessons will come through making big mistakes, and it is somecraft, and citrus snack!
WLPHVGLI¿FXOWWRZDWFK\RXUFKLOGUHQJHWWKHPVHOYHVLQWRD¿[0DNLQJPLVWDNHV
KRZHYHULVRIWHQDYHU\HIIHFWLYHZD\WROHDUQVRPHGLI¿FXOWWUXWKVDERXWPRQH\
The beauty of having your children make money mistakes while they are young
(and under your guidance) is that you can assure that the mistakes are not too
damaging. The kids will learn a lesson that will stick with them, and you can
manage the situation in such a way that, ultimately, they can achieve success.
Principle 3: The Importance of Saving and Sharing. Most children are
very familiar with the joys of spendingPRQH\7KHEHQH¿WVRIVDYLQJDQGVKDUing are lessons that take a little more time to learn. Many kids consider saving
to be important simply to save up to buy a large purchase, but this approach to
saving is really more of a prolonged type of spending. Ideally, savings should be
money set aside only for emergencies. For example, if a kid earns money with a
paper route and delivers papers on their bike, a valid expense from savings might
be to buy a new inner tube for his wheel when it pops. By learning to save responsibly, your children will also experience the peace of mind that comes from
having money in reserve.
The value of sharing is another important lesson for kids to learn. Most children appreciate sharing more when they are on the receiving end rather than
the giving. It’s important for children to experience the pleasure of spreading
their wealth. Sharing also helps them know that a happy life is about more than
consumption.
Principle 4: Parents Should Practice What They Preach. You can help
your kids to become responsible with money by modeling these principles. To
the best of your ability, serve as a good example of what it means to save, spend
ZLVHO\DQGVKDUHZLWKRWKHUV,I\RXFDQEHRSHQDERXW\RXURZQ¿QDQFLDOPDQagement practices, challenges, and triumphs, you’ll make a stronger impression
on your children -- and perhaps learn a lesson or two for yourself along the way.

Early Winter Series (5 weeks),
November 19 – December 17
4-H Marvel Mondays at Grainwood
Elementary, Prior Lake (Kindergarten
- 5th grade)
Early Winter Series (5 weeks),
November 20 – December 18
4-H Tremendous Tuesdays at Five
Hawks Elementary, Prior Lake
(Kindergarten - 5th grade)
Early Winter Series (5 weeks),
November 21 – December 19
4-H Wacky Wednesdays at Sweeney
Elementary, Shakopee (Kindergarten 5th grade)
Week 1 – Giving Thanks: What are
you thankful for? We will explore what
we are thankful for this year through
games, crafts, snacks, and sharing.
Week 2 – Calling all Wild Things!
Come explore how animals prepare for
the long winter by playing a migration
game, preparing a hibernation snack,
and a sticking around feeder.
Week 3 – Little Red Hen and
the Great Egg: :KDW FDPH ¿UVW WKH
chicken or the egg? We’ll explore the
world of eggs
and
chickens
through story
time,
experiments, theater,
crafts, and a visit from the Little
Red Hen.
Week 4 Simple
Machines used in Agriculture: Did you
know that farmers use simple machines
every day to work on the farm, everything from a pulley to a big tractor? We
will explore both simple and complex
machines through science, hands-on
activities, and exploration.
Week 5 - Celebrations Around the
World: Everyone likes to celebrate and
have a good time. We will learn about
different celebrations around the world
through games, crafts, and snacks.
For more information about 4-H,
contact us at (952) 492-5410!

4-H programs for Cloverbuds offered

4-H Cloverbud Exploration Mornings are back for kids in kindergarten
through third grade! Each month, we
will explore different 4-H projects
Everyone is welcome to attend and through hands-on activities, games,
explore 4-H. Lunch and two snacks and songs. During some morning exwill be provided. Please eat a healthy ploration sessions, we will be able to
breakfast before coming, and let us complete a project that can be entered
know if you have food allergies when at the County Fair or other judging
\RXUHJLVWHU&DOOWKH([WHQVLRQRI¿FH events throughout the year. Morning
(952) 492-5410 for more information snacks will be provided, but please eat
and to register. The cost to participate a healthy breakfast before coming to
is $15 for 4-H members, $20 for friends WKHVHIXQ¿OOHGPRUQLQJV
Call the Scott County Extension Ofof 4-H.

Spend MEA break with Dr. Seuss!
K-5th Grade Dr. Seuss Adventure:
Are you looking for something fun to
do over the MEA break this fall? Join
4-H on Thursday, October 18 (8:30
a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) for a day of fun learning about Dr. Seuss. We will explore
Dr. Seuss’ books, and do fun crafts,
activities, games, and songs. We will
even watch a Dr. Suess movie in the
afternoon!

Week 3 – Marble Mania: Have
you ever played marbles… or looked
at a marble and wondered how it was
made? We will make our own marbles,
learn some marble games, and experiment with a marble roller coaster.
Week 4 - Good Vibrations: Do you
know how sounds are made? We’ll explore vibrations by making an instrument you can take home, and practice
some musical sounds and movements.
Week 5 - Freaky Science: Do you
like to explore and experiment? We’ll
have 90 minutes packed full of science

experiments including invisible ink,
ÀXEEHUVOLPHDQGEXEEOHV
Week 6 - Wags and Reading: Dogs
truly are man’s best friend! They can be
trained to be therapy dogs, visiting sick
kids at the hospital or elderly people at
assisted living homes. They can help
college kids relax before a big test.
We’ll have some of our graduate therapy dogs come and help us read a story
and make a dog craft to bring home.

¿FH DW    IRU PRUH LQIRUmation and to register. (Cost: $10 for
4-H members, $15 for non-members.)
Those who pre-register will receive an
e-mail with special clues to the month’s
topic! Come join us for the following
Exploration Mornings:
Saturday, Nov. 10; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, Dec. 8; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, Jan. 19; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, Feb. 16; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, Mar. 16; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, April 20; 9 a.m. – noon
Saturday, May 18; 9 a.m. – noon
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
6FRWW &RXQW\ $VVRFLDWLRQ IRU /HDGHUVKLS DQG (I¿ciency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Prior Lake:
Spring Lake Regional Park update
Spring Lake Regional Park development (Phase 1)
will be complete on Saturday, Oct. 13, 2012. A grand
opening is scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon, with opening ceremonies beginning at 9 a.m. The park will include nearly four miles of paved trails and a 10-acre
off-leash dog area with a gravel parking lot, restrooms,
water well, dog rinse, and drinking fountain. PedesWULDQWUDI¿FLQWKHDUHDLVQRWDGYLVHGXQWLOWKHRSHQLQJ

Click the button titled “Find Your Polling Place” and
WKHQFRPSOHWHWKHDGGUHVV¿HOGVDVGLUHFWHG

Jack-o-Lantern
5K/Kids Pumpkin
Run is Oct. 27
Celebrate the fun of
Halloween and race in
your favorite costume at
Shakopee’s 4th Annual Jack-o-Lantern 5K and Kids
Pumpkin Run on Saturday, October 27. Festivities will
take place at the Shakopee Community Center (1255
Fuller St. S) beginning at 9 a.m. with the 5K. The Kids
Pumpkin Run will follow.
Register for the Jack-o-Lantern 5K at Active.com.
The registration fee is $25 until noon on Oct. 25, and
$30 on race day (arrive between 7:30 and 8:30 a.m.
if you have not pre-registered). Register for the Kids
Pumpkin Run at www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/onlineregistration.cfm (program #Jacko 2012). The fee is $5.
Race day registrations will not be accepted for the
Kids Pumpkin Run.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:
Environmental initiatives continue at
the SMSC
Continuing the SMSC philosophy of becoming
self-sustaining using environmentally friendly technology, several new green initiatives were implemented on SMSC lands this past year. These projects
further decrease the SMSC’s carbon footprint.

From Savage:
Learn how to save a life in 30 minutes

&HUWL¿HG&35WUDLQHUJohn Babin is on a mission
to create 500 “heartbeats” in the city of Savage by next
spring. If he’s successful, Savage will be crowned a
Heart Safe Community. More importantly, lives will
be saved.
The Heart Safe Community program, developed
by Allina Hospitals and Clinics, aims to reduce the
number of deaths and disabilities associated with sudden cardiac arrest. Steps involved include educating
citizens about sudden cardiac arrest and improving
heart health; increasing access to automated external
GH¿EULOODWRUV $(' DQGWUDLQLQJSHRSOHLQFDUGLRSXOmonary resuscitation (CPR) and using AEDs. Babin,
Savage Fire’s deputy chief, is working with Allina on
the initiative by offering free training to any group that
is interested.
In just 30 minutes, Babin can teach up to 45 people – or “heartbeats” – how to respond when someone
near them has gone into sudden cardiac arrest.
Besides the fact that the training is fast and easy,
Babin wants people to know that mouth-to-mouth contact is no longer considered necessary in order to administer life-saving CPR. Babin teaches a hands-only
approach, which has been proven to be just as effective
as traditional CPR.
If you or someone you know wants to be among
Savage’s 500 “heartbeats,” contact Babin at jbabin@
ci.savage.mn.us for details about the training.

New streetlight: A solar and wind powered street
lamp was installed at the entrance to the Organics
Recycling Facility on County Road 83. This decorative hybrid streetlight assembly, called a Vertical Axis
Wind Turbine (VAWT), includes a small wind turbine
whose main rotor shaft is set vertically rather than horizontally (as is the SMSC wind turbine).
Located atop a 16 foot tall pole, the new unit has a
300 watt wind turbine and a 125 watt solar panel with
a long-life, 24-watt LED streetlamp and two 1-watt
spotlights which light up the turbine at night. This
light pole assembly is self-sustaining and requires no
electric connection.
Among the advantages of the VAWT is that generators and gearboxes can be placed close to the ground,
which makes these components easier to service and
repair. Produced by Minnesota Wind Technology,
the new unit illuminates the entrance and sign to the
ORF at night as well as reduces electrical costs for the
SMSC by utilizing the renewable energy of the sun
and wind to power the street lamp.

Solar panels: Three solar panel installations went
up on the SMSC reservation recently. The SMSC
Public Works Building now has eighteen 225-watt
solar panels installed atop its roof over the Furnishings Shop. Visible
from County Road
42, the 40 by 60
inch solar panels
weigh about 40
pounds each. The
solar panels are expected to generate
about 7,100 kiloFrom Shakopee:
watt hours per year,
Know where to vote in November
enough to operate A solar panel helps power a
The General Election is Tuesday, Nov. 6. Do you 47 three-lamp, 2 by street lamp.
know where to vote?
IRRWOLJKW¿[WXUHVIRXQGVWDQGDUGLQPDQ\RI¿FHV
Earlier this year, state and local governments reThe collection panels are wired to an inverter that
GUHZWKHERXQGDULHVRIHOHFWLRQGLVWULFWVWRUHÀHFWSRS- converts DC power to AC which is connected to the
ulation shifts shown in the 2010 Census. As a result, electrical service panel in the mechanical room. By
many residents’ congressional, legislative, and county using solar panels, the Community’s carbon footprint
commissioner districts -- as well as polling places – will be further reduced.
may have changed. All Shakopee residents should
Solar panel installations went up on the south side
KDYH UHFHLYHG D EOXH SRVWDO YHUL¿FDWLRQ FDUG LQ -XO\ of Dakotah Meadows Mini Storage and at the Organwith this information.
ics Recycling Facility this summer as well. Eighteen
Individuals who didn’t receive the postcard, or who 240-watt solar panels installed on the ground at the
have misplaced the card, can verify their polling place Mini Storage are expected to produce approximately
and other election information at www.mnvotes.org. 8000 kwh annually, which will tie into an inverter

in the electrical room. The inverter will convert the
DC power to AC and supplement power for the Mini
Storage.
A project at the ORF has 144 solar collection panels
covering the entire south side of the roof. These solar
panels will provide energy for the facility with excess
electricity transferred to the grid. With these new projects, the SMSC will have a total of 204 solar panels in
operation.

From the Townships:
In the upcoming November election, Blakeley
Township will be asking voters to approve converting
supervisors’ terms from four years to six. The move
away from spring elections to fall elections has created
the potential for two-thirds of the Township Board to
be turned over in one election cycle. Six-year terms
tied to the two-year cycle of the General Election
would enable one supervisor to be up every election.
(This is the same program that the US Senate uses, one
third up for election each cycle.)
This subject was discussed at the annual Township
Meeting and was given verbal support. Based on this,
it will go on the ballot for Blakeley Township residents
to vote on. Please note that a blank ballot on this question counts as a “no” vote. If you have any questions
concerning this, please call any of the supervisors:
Brian Schmidt at (952) 200-0908; John Busse, at (952)
873-6647; or Robert Wagner at (952) 873-6260.

Important Property Tax
Homestead Notice
This will affect the amount of property tax you
pay in 2013, and it may affect your eligibility for
a property tax refund
<RX PXVW ¿OH D KRPHVWHDG DSSOLFDWLRQ ZLWK 6FRWW
County on or before Dec. 15, 2012, if one of the
following applies:
x You purchased a property in the past year and you,
or a qualifying relative, occupy the property for
homestead purposes on Dec. 1, 2012; or
x You, or a qualifying relative, occupy a property
for homestead purposes on Dec. 1, 2012, and
WKH SURSHUW\ ZDV SUHYLRXVO\ FODVVL¿HG DV QRQ
homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of property. For residential property, a qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent,
child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the owner. This
relationship may be by blood or marriage. For agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a child,
grandchild, parent, or sibling of the owner or of the
spouse of the owner.
Once you have been granted the homestead clasVL¿FDWLRQQRIXUWKHUDSSOLFDWLRQVDUHQHFHVVDU\XQOHVV
WKH\DUHVSHFL¿FDOO\UHTXHVWHGE\WKH&RXQW\DVVHVVRU
Applications may be obtained by stopping into Customer Service or being printed from the Scott County
website www.co.scott.mn.us.
You must also contact the taxation department by
Dec. 15, 2012 if you are the property owner, or a qualifying relative of the property owner, and the use of the
property has changed during the past year.
If you should sell, move, or for any reason no lonJHU TXDOLI\ IRU WKH KRPHVWHDG FODVVL¿FDWLRQ \RX DUH
required to notify the County within 30 days of the
change in homestead status. A form is available in the
Taxation Department or on our website to request the
homestead be removed from a property for the next assessment. Failure to notify the County assessor within
this 30-day period is punishable by recalculation of the
tax as non-homestead, in addition to a penalty equal to
SHUFHQWRIWKHKRPHVWHDGEHQH¿WV
For more information, contact Scott County’s Taxation Department at (952) 496-8115.
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SWCD’s annual Second half property taxes due Oct. 15
tree, shrub
sale underway
Each year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan offers thousands
of bare-root seedling trees for purchase by County
landowners. The current sale runs through April
2013. These trees are inexpensive and are of the
¿QHVW VWRFN IURP ZKROHVDOH QXUVHULHV 7KLV \HDU
Scott SWCD -- which serves all Scott County residents -- has approximately 32,000 seedlings available for sale, including 30 varieties of evergreens
and deciduous trees and shrubs. All trees are sold
in bundles of 25. Five types of native seed mixes
as well as tree supplies are also available.
3LQH VSUXFH ¿U DQG FHGDU DORQJ ZLWK OLODF
maples, walnut, birch, willow, and others are
among the favorite choices.
Whether you own a city lot and want to plant
a privacy hedge line, wish to replace ash or elm
trees with a different species, or own a couple of
acres and want to establish a windbreak, these
trees will meet all needs. Technical advice on tree
plantings for windbreaks and shelterbelts as well
DVZLOGOLIHEHQH¿WVLVDOVRDYDLODEOHXSRQUHTXHVW
from the Scott SWCD staff.
About the program:
The program begins in the fall. The young
VHHGOLQJVDUHVROGRQD¿UVWFRPH¿UVWVHUYHG
basis. This year, you will be able to complete
your order form and pay by credit or debit
card online. Once you print off the form, you
FDQHPDLORUPDLOLWWRWKH6:&'RI¿FH
Materials will be posted in late October.
 Available prices and varieties are indicated
on the order form (www.scottswcd.org).
Other tree materials, variety descriptions,
and photos can also be viewed on the Scott
SWCD website. Payment must accompany
each order (check or cash).
 All trees are bare-root seedlings or
transplants varying in size from 10 inches to
three feet tall.
 Purchased trees/shrubs will be available for
pick up on April 19 and 20, 2013, at the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan.


Residents may contact Diane Hrabe at the Scott
6:&' RI¿FH DW    RU YLVLW ZZZ
scottswcd.org for an order form or additional information. If you are looking for a gift idea for a
friend or family member who loves the outdoors,
DVN DERXW RXU EHDXWLIXO JLIW FHUWL¿FDWH RSWLRQ IRU
the naturalist on your holiday list!

Web map

From page 1

HQWHULQJDFLW\DQGVWDWHLQWKH³6HDUFK%DU´WR¿QGDOO
WKHSURYLGHUVLQWKDWVSHFL¿FDUHD
If you would like to access provider information using your smartphone or tablet, you can download and
install the free corresponding ArcGIS app by visiting
Google Play, the Apple App Store, Amazon Appstore,
or Windows Marketplace depending on your device
and search for “ArcGIS.” For more information on
using the ArcGIS App, visit www.esri.com/software/
arcgis/smartphones.
Here is a list of websites you can also check out
WR¿QGFKLOGFDUH
* www.thinksmall.org -- Think Small (Formerly
known as Resources for Child Caring) is a resource
and referral network that helps families locate child
care in the metro area. The phone number is (651)
641-0305.
*
www.licensinglookup.dhs.state.mn.us -- This
is the Department of Human Services website; look
under “Family Child Care” for a complete list of
licensed providers in your area.
If you are looking for information regarding childcare centers, look under “Child Care Centers” or call
the state of Minnesota at 651-431-6500. Child Care
Centers located within Scott County are licensed directly by the State of Minnesota.
* www.sclfcca.com -- The Scott County Licensed
Family Child Care Association has a list of licensed
providers who are members of the association.

Scott County has several tax payment options for
your convenience.
Payments can be made at:
The Customer Service counter at the Scott
County Government Center on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., and
Thursdays from 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

The Elko New Market Library/Service Center
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1 p.m. - 8 p.m.;
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
You can also drive up to the designated tent area
near the entry of the Government Center on Monday, Oct. 15 and not even leave your car. Staff will

be available from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to take your
payment.
Tax payment drop-off boxes are located…
* Outside the entry of the Government Center near
the postal mailbox (Oct. 1 – Oct. 15).
* Inside the Government Center in front of Customer
Service.
* At all Scott County libraries from Oct. 8 – Oct. 15.
(Please check local libraries for hours.)
Direct payment: You can also have your property
taxes automatically deducted from your checking or
savings account on the due dates that are shown on
your tax payment stubs. For more information on direct deposit, please call (952) 496-8153.
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Upcoming SCHS Events

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

New Stolen Valor Act tops list of
veteran-related bills before Congress
Veterans’ advocates are optimistic that Congress will have enough time left this
year to pass several meaningful initiatives for their members, starting this week
with a law to replace the Stolen Valor Act. The original act, which mandated jail
time for those who falsely claimed or wore military medals, was struck down in
June by the Supreme Court, whose members argued it unfairly limited free speech.
The justices wrote that a more narrowly written bill might meet constitutional
standards, and lawmakers from both parties promised to revisit the issue to protect
the honor of military heroes.
The Senate isn’t expected to vote on the bill until this fall, but the legislation is
H[SHFWHGWRSDVV9HWHUDQVJURXSVKRSHLWLVQ¶WWKHRQO\YLFWRU\2I¿FLDOVIURPWKH
Veterans of Foreign Wars have listed 22 additional bills that Congress “must pass”
WKLVVHVVLRQWRSURWHFWYHWHUDQV¶ULJKWVDQGEHQH¿WV
Recently, more than 70 members of the VFW’s legislative committee visited
Capitol Hill lobbying for action on those measures, which include better employment protection for guardsmen and reservists, more job opportunities for returning veterans, and undoing $500 billion in automatic spending cuts to the Defense
Department.

Haunted house, medical
exhibit are new events
“Marking Time: The Rituals of
Life & Death” walks you through
milestones in life from birth to death
-- explore the cultural aspects of the
rituals we assign to life’s benchmarks.
The exhibit runs through August 2013.
Sponsored in part by a Minnesota Arts
and Cultural Heritage Legacy Grant
and the Shakopee Rotary Club.

Medicine Show, November
15, 6:30 p.m. Opening of
the “What’s Up Doc?”
medicine exhibit. Details
TBD.

Cedar Lake evolves from
wetland to recreational asset
Cedar Lake is one of the largest lakes
in Scott County – almost 800 acres with
DPD[LPXPGHSWKRIIHHW¿OOHGZLWK
wildlife and suitable for recreation. But
this was not always the case. Before
1938, it was a 520-acre wetland, according to Helen Jasan (who grew up on Cedar Lake Farm), and the cattle were always getting stuck in the wetland mud.
In the early 1930s, President Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) as well as other public
work programs. The CCC was designed
to provide employment for young men
ZKR KDG GLI¿FXOW\ ¿QGLQJ MREV GXULQJ
the Great Depression, while at the same
time implementing a general natural resource conservation program in every
state and territory. Hundreds of projects
were undertaken in Minnesota during
that time, including creating a diversion
structure to direct water from County
Ditch 2 to Cedar Lake.
Mark Mahowald remembers being a kid about 12 years old when the
dam at the outlet was ready to crack and
potentially drain the lake. Dick Kratochvil, Benny Bruzek, Allen Mahowald
(Mark’s dad), and Bob Mach bolstered
the dam so it wouldn’t crack until it was
fully repaired. After that, a group of residents decided to work together on lake
improvements.
The lake outlet was completed in
1950. In the creation of that structure,
the outlet of the lake was also raised
four feet, increasing the water level in
Cedar Lake – reducing the occurrence
RI ZLQWHU ¿VK NLOOV  7KH GLYHUVLRQ LQ
let is still operational and continues to
bring a small amount of water from CD
2 to the lake.
The Minnesota DNR started surveying Cedar Lake for aquatic vegetation
DQG ¿VK LQ   ,Q  WKH '15
resurveyed the lake and found, for the
¿UVW WLPH FDUS 7KH FRPPRQ FDUS DUH
native to Europe and Asia, but they
were intentionally introduced into MidZHVWZDWHUVDVDJDPH¿VKLQWKHV
However, common carp are one of the
most damaging aquatic invasive species
due to its wide distribution and severe
impacts in shallow lakes and wetlands.
Their feeding disrupts shallowly rooted
plants, muddying the water. They also
release phosphorus that increases algae
abundance. Carp reduce water quality
cause declines of aquatic plants that are

“What’s Up Doc?” Exhibit: Opening
November 15. By the time Scott
County was founded in 1853, scores
of major medical advancements had
been achieved. Doctors were listening
to heartbeats with stethoscopes, using
ether to deaden a patient’s nerves
during surgery, and vaccinating
children against smallpox. Many
people expected to live well into their
40s! Come see, hear, touch, and smell
a bit of Scott County’s medical history.
Events and Programs
Spooky Stans Haunted House,
October 20, 1 – 4 p.m. Visits from
Halloween characters, fortune telling,
experiments (crafts), and of course,
treats! All included with regular
admission.
Kids Kraft, October 27, 10:30 - 11:15
a.m. Great story and fun Halloween
craft for the whole family. Free, but
registrations are required to order
supplies (952-445-0378 or info@
scottcountyhistory.org).
1938 photos of the Cedar Lake division
structure construction that directed
water from County Ditch 2 to the lake.
QHHGHG E\ ZDWHUIRZO DQG ¿VK  2QFH
HVWDEOLVKHGWKH\DUHGLI¿FXOWWRJHWULG
of. A DNR Lake Aeration Assessment
completed in 1977 indicated that carp
fry entered Cedar Lake via the Sand
Creek diversion structure.
In late 1976, concern over low lake
levels caused people in the Cedar Lake
area to look into aeration systems that
could be installed to prevent another
winterkill. The New Prague Sportsman’s Club became the most active in
this matter. In October of that year, they
teamed up with the DNR and conducted
an assessment to determine if lake aeration would prevent another winterkill.
As a result of this assessment, they currently manage a lake aeration system
on Cedar Lake each winter, which has
KHOSHGWKHVXUYLYDORIJDPH¿VK
In a 1980 survey, Potamogeton
crispus (or Curlyleaf pondweed) -- a
non-native, invasive plant --was found
in Cedar Lake. This is also the year a
volunteer started monitoring the water
Continued at right

Christmas Open House, Friday
November 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. Free
admission to the museum and holidaydecorated Stans House. Take part in
an ornament craft and scavenger hunt
with prizes. Enjoy treats and hot cocoa
LQWKH6WDQVKRXVHDQGDERQ¿UH ZLWK
s’mores!) in the Stans garden. Special
“white elephant” gift drawing. This
is a great way for the whole family to
welcome the holiday season.

Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All types of handcrafters from
beginners to masters are welcome!
quality in the lake through the Metropolitan Council’s Citizen-Assisted Lake
Monitoring Program.
A group of residents on the lake
recognized the problems causing algae
and large patches of weeds on Cedar
and formed a Lake Improvement DisWULFW ZKLFK ZDV RQH RI WKH ¿UVW HVWDE
lished in Minnesota. Some of the original members -- Jay Suel, Gene Wann,
Ralph Hendricks, and Mark Mahowald
-- worked voluntarily with the township
to get the necessary 51 percent of signatures from lake-area residents to form
a district. In February 1981, the Scott
County Board approved the formation
of the Cedar Lake Improvement District
with the intention of initiating a comprehensive investigation to determine
the source and potential solution to improve the water quality of Cedar Lake.
,WZDVPDGHXSRID¿YHPHPEHUERDUG
of volunteers who lived on the lake.
They also knew that septic systems
around the lake needed upgrading. In

Kids Kraft, November 17,
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Great
story and fun Thanksgiving
crafts for
the whole
family!
Free, but
registrations
are required
to order
supplies
(952-4450378 or info@scottcountyhistory.org).
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
Meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
x October: Honor the
Grandmothers: Dakota and
Lakota Women Tell Their
Stories
x November: Room by Emma
Donoghue
x December: Social – meet to
choose books for 2013
The Scott County Historical Society
is closed November 22 and 23 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
Check us out on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow
us on Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at SCHS. Fees may be charged
for some events. Call (952) 445-0378
or e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.
org for more information. The Scott
County Historical Society is located at
235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee.

1999, the Cedar Lake Sanitary Sewer District was formed. Initiated by
the Cedar Lake Improvement District
Board, one of its primary goals was to
help the water quality of Cedar Lake. It
also created a special taxing district to
levy $5,000 per year to help with improvements to the lake. Currently, it
includes 325 homes connected to one
large collector system, and piped to
the City of New Prague’s waste water
treatment plant. “Before the upgrade,
you could tell which homes were doing
laundry because you could see suds near
their lakeshore,” Mark Mahowald said.
Understanding the past can help us
make management decisions for the
future. The history of Cedar Lake has
taught us that a small group of concerned citizens can make a big difference. We are still making progress, but
and there is a lot of work left to do. Stay
tuned for Part 2 for a discussion of current and future plans.
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Historical SCENE

Advertisements promoted immigration to Minnesota
Since the mid-19th Century, newspaper advertisements and books advanced
WKH EHQH¿WV RI OLYLQJ LQ 0LQQHVRWD
These somewhat exaggerated promotions, often called “boosterisms,” spoke
of abundant farmland (something that
appealed to many) and numerous waterways (businessmen like the Straits
HQYLVLRQHGVDZDQGÀRXUPLOOV :DJHV
mentioned in an 1856 guidebook for
immigrants were calculated at $25 $30 for lumbermen, $20 - $25 for farm
hands, and $1 - $3 per week for housemaids (with a good chance of marriage).
One book even claimed, “In Minnesota
it is hard to die…” apparently because
RI WKH ³WRQLF´ LQÀXHQFH RI WKH FOLPDWH
and work.
Good, strong backs and hardworking folk were wanted in Minnesota. An
excerpt from 1850 Rural Sketches of
Minnesota, El Dorado of the Northwest
reads: “It is no place for large or small
‘dandies,’ and ‘gentlemen of leisure’ of
HYHU\GHVFULSWLRQZLOO¿QGKDUGVOHGGLQJ
and poor pay. For working heads and
ZRUNLQJ KDQGV WKH ¿HOG LV JRRG DQG D
broad one. It will have forests to fell;
Some early settlers reached Scott County via steamboat river routes.
prairies to break; acres to till; houses to
build; mouths to feed; bodies to clothe;
minds to educate; laws to make; rights 3DFL¿F5DLOURDGZDV(DUO\
producer, and by the end of the century or visit the Society’s website at www.
to defend and wrongs to redress as long settlers also reached Scott County via
scottcountyhistory.org.
was a major industrial center as well
as its skies are blue.”
steamboat river routes.
³ÀRXUPLOOLQJFDSLWRORIWKHZRUOG´ 
Travel space was tight, and much
Obviously, many of those original
consideration was given to which
settlers started families here, some of
personal and practical items to
which are still with us.
pack. Practical pieces like farming
implements and weapons meant
Their impact today…
survival in the new land, while personal
x Environmental (loss of Big
items -- such as journals, courting
Woods), over-hunting and
candles, and special clothing -- were
¿VKLQJDEXQGDQWIDUPODQGWKDW
reminders of connections to families
is still producing and is a major
and homelands.
feature of the County,
x Cultural (churches and
Once in the “Big Woods,”
religion, language [German
homebuilding was necessary. Often,
and Czech], music, food),
timber gathered by the clearing of land
x Political (Native American
for farming was often used to build a
relations), and
home, as in the case of New Prague’s
x Values of hard work and
Philipp Yackley cabin. Having lots
adjusting to social dislocation.
of children was necessary to supply
needed labor (Yackley had seven),
We live in a time when people often
and settlers had to learn what food to
move, seeking new opportunities. The
grow,
which
animals
to
hunt
and
trap,
opportunities that settlers dealt with
Minnesota was touted as the perfect
and
how
to
deal
with
natural
disasters.
were balanced with heavy burdens and
land for hardworking folk with
Many
times,
they
received
help
from
sufferings. All immigrants to Scott
ambition, farming skills, and an
their
Native
American
neighbors.
In
a
County -- whether 150 years ago or
entrepreneurial spirit. But why would
letter
by
Newton
Southworth
of
Belle
\HVWHUGD\PXVWGHDOZLWKGLI¿FXOW
people choose to leave their homeland?
Plaine dated August 28, 1857:
decisions and balance opportunities.
x Push: There was a European
I am fearful that the grasshoppers
This article was created from an
agricultural depression in
may
visit
this
frontier
of
the
Territory.
interactive program developed by
1873, similar to that of Ireland;
They
are
now
within
a
few
miles
of
former SCHS Curator Patrick Rodgers.
political repression by Germanhere
destroying
everything
in
their
For more information on Scott County
speaking rulers; and fear of the
ZD\7KH\ZLOOJRLQWRD¿HOGRIZKHDW
settlement, contact the Scott County
unpopular 1867 conscription
of
25
or
30
acres
and
eat
it
whole
Historical Society at (952) 445-0378
law.
in
a
few
hours…
This
afternoon
for
x Pull: Incentives of cheap land
nearly 2 hours the air was full of
in the United States under
the grasshoppers. They passed over
the Homestead Act of 1862.
my house and but a very few left the
The legislation also promised
PDLQÀRFN:HKDYHVRPHKHQV
that immigrants could not be
DQGFKLFNHQVDQGLWZDV¿QHVSRUW
drafted unless or until they
to them when a grasshopper came to
became American citizens
the ground. These grasshoppers are
(at the time there was some
from the North and bound in a South
concern about conscription as
a result of the U. S. Civil War). Easterly course & wherever they light
they destroy every green thing. They
Advertising also served as a
devour everything in 24 hours’ time.
pull, with German-language
pamphlets extolling Minnesota I hope we may be spared from their
appearing in Bohemia in 1860. ravages.
Once the decision was made to
immigrate, traveling to Scott County
was no easy manner. Routes were
taken partially by sea, rail, river, and
over land, with many stops along the
way. In the 1870s, travel fare from
Prague to St. Paul along the Northern

At the time of statehood, Minnesota
was a station in “Manifest Destiny”
policies and westward expansion.
Shakopee’s founder, Thomas Holmes,
moved onto Montana while others
went to California and elsewhere. The
state became an important agricultural

Timber gathered by the clearing of land for farming was often used to build a
home, as in the case of New Prague’s Philipp Yackley’s cabin.
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A violent Minnesota cycle
Southern Valley Alliance served 902 victims of domestic abuse during 2011
Just for a moment, imagine a quiet
evening on a beautiful October day in
Minnesota. (Maybe it’s just like today.)
Autumn leaves are rustling, and the air
is crisp with the aromas of fall. You’re
surrounded by the splendor of vibrant
colors of leaves once green, now shades
of russet brown, glorious golds, and
breathtaking reds. It’s a reminder of
a change of the season, from spring to
summer, summer to autumn, from autumn to winter. It is a cycle that Minnesotans can appreciate.
However, there is also another cycle
in life that we do not like to imagine:
the cycle of violence. The seasons of
domestic violence aren’t predictable;
the season or cycle changes according
to the tactics of the abuser. Domestic
violence is never about someone losing their temper: it is about power and
control.

The components of power and control
consist of emotional abuse, using coercion and threats, intimidation, isolation, economic abuse, minimizing,
denying and blaming, using privilege,
and using the children. One terrifying
tactic with which too many are familiar
is the actual physical battering. However, leading up to the battering, many
if not all of these other abusive tactics
have been used on a victim. They are
used to bring a person into compliance
and to maintain power and control. VicWLPV ¿QG WKHPVHOYHV LQ DQ DZIXO F\FOH
that that can be kept active by hope –
the victim hopes the abuser will change.
However, without intervention, the cycle will undoubtedly continue, and most
likely spiral even further downward.
Soon, the victim’s season of bleakness sets in, akin to the cold and dark
Minnesota nights. The victim feels her

life is frozen in the cycle of abuse. There
are many complex factors why a victim
becomes unable to leave an abusive relationship: Some reasons are they are
frozen in fear for their life, fear of where
they will live, or how they will provide
for the children. Victims many times
are frozen in their inability to regain
WKHLU FRQ¿GHQFH DQG VHOIHVWHHP WKDW
has been stolen from them. A person’s
mind and very soul can be so damaged
by abuse, that a victim can feel they will
never, ever escape the situation. They
¿QG WKHPVHOYHV LQ WKH FRQWLQXDO VWDUN
dark, and cold winter season of life.
In 2011, Southern Valley Alliance
for Battered Women served 902 victims
caught in the unwanted cycle of violence. The staff and trained volunteers
at Southern Valley Alliance for Battered
Women are trained to discern the season in victims’ lives. We understand the

diverse components of abuse and how
to reach out in assistance to victims of
domestic violence, every day, 365 days
a year, 24 hours a day, every season,
every time. We are well seasoned advocates that have been proudly helping victims of domestic violence since
1982.
We encourage everyone to educate
themselves about domestic violence
and to take a stand against it. Please
understand and recognize the diverse
ways abuse manifests itself. Domestic violence is an evil that plagues our
society. Being informed, so you are
equipped with knowledge to help a
victim, is valuable year around. Doing
what is right is always in season.
For more information, please visit
our website at www.southernvalleyalliance.org.

Your donations can help brighten the holidays
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women needs
your help to make sure that the holidays are as bright
as they can be for families dealing with domestic violence in Scott and Carver Counties. Through our Gifts
of Hope event held each December, we are able to assist mothers in the ability to see the excitement of their
children as they open their new holiday gifts. We know
that times will be tough for many families this holiday
season, but please consider donating what ever you
can to this event. (See our “wish list” and please give

Customer Service
Center opens in
Elko New Market
The Scott County Customer Service
Department is pleased to announce that the
Customer Service Center has opened in
the newly constructed Elko New Market
Library and Senior Center (110 J. Roberts
Way).

What services can you expect to
receive at this new Center?

Ɣ'ULYHUDQGYHKLFOHVHUYLFHV HJGULYHUV
licenses, change of address, vehicle tabs,
title transfers, et cetera)
Ɣ6QRZERDW$79OLFHQVHV
Ɣ5HJLVWUDURI7LWOHGRFXPHQWGURSRII
center
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Ɣ3XUFKDVHRU¿OHPDUULDJHELUWKDQG
GHDWKFHUWL¿FDWHV
Ɣ3XUFKDVHRIUDGRQNLWV
Ɣ3XUFKDVHKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJOLFHQVHV
Ɣ5HJLVWHUWRYRWH
Ɣ3D\\RXUSURSHUW\WD[HV
Ɣ$QGPXFKPRUH

Hours of Service:
Mondays and Wednesdays, 1 – 8 p.m.
(closed for lunch from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.)
Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
(closed for lunch from 1 - 2 p.m.)
Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (September –
May only)
Questions or comments? Contact Customer
Service at (952)496-8150 for more
information.

what you can.) Please feel free to call (952)873-4214
for more information. Donations must be received
by December 7, 2012.
Wish List
Cash donations
Boom boxes
MP3 players
DVD players, DVDs
Electronic games
Board games
Sports apparel
Makeup sets, cosmetic
Watches, jewelry
bags
Portable CD players, CDs Perfume/cologne

Sport bags
mittens/scarves
Tickets to sporting events Pajamas
Baseball gloves
Gift cards -- e.g., Target,
Skateboards
WalMart, Best Buy, Sports
Snowboards, snow sleds, Authority, American
snow tubes
(DJOH2XW¿WWHUV+ROOLVWHU
Winter hats/gloves/
et cetera
Please note, while every donation is appreciated,
we already have more stuffed animals, Candy Land,
and Chutes & Ladders board games than we can use.

