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Emerald Ash
Borer found in
Scott County

It’s harvest time!

Locally grown pumpkins,
apples are delicious, nutritious
Page 5

A literary adventure

The BIG READ kicks off in
Scott County Oct. 24
Page 15

The Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) announced
in August that emerald ash borer
(EAB) was confirmed for the first
time in Scott County on an ash tree
on private property in Prior Lake.
Scott became the tenth county in
Minnesota to verify EAB, and will
now be under a state and federal
quarantine. A quarantine helps prevent the spread of EAB by restricting the movement of ash products,
including ash trees, limbs, and all
hardwood firewood.
Ash trees have no defense against
EAB. Once infected, the tree will
die without treatment. Insecticidal
treatments are available, but deciding if and when to treat an ash tree
can be complicated. Generally, no
treatment is warranted for healthy
ash trees unless there is an infestation within 15 miles. Distance to
the nearest known infestation is an
important aspect in determining the
risk EAB poses to your trees. Keep
in mind, however, that EAB tends to
spread in jumps -- and symptoms do
not appear until EAB has been present in an area for two years or more.
EAB densities sufficient to kill trees
take four to five years to accumulate
after reaching a new area. To see
how close you are to a documented

Highway 101 bridge nears completion

Work has been progressing at a steady pace on the new Highway 101
causeway bridge between Shakopee and Chanhassen and it is expected to
open before Thanksgiving. Workers set the last beams in late September
and have been pouring the deck during road closures that occur mainly
overnight on Fridays. A one-week full closure from Oct. 7-14 will allow
crews to complete the pours and build the connection between the current
road and the new bridge near downtown Shakopee. Residents are invited
to attend a Grand Opening that is being planned. Visit www.co.scott.
mn.us, Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN, or your local newspapers in early
November for more information. Work on CR 17 and the intersection of CR
EMERALD ASH BORER to back page 8 and 91 is also expected to be completed in November.
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Jordan couple finds rewards in caring for children
Local Human Services officials recently announced that Scott
County is facing a critical shortage
of foster care providers: “We have
been increasingly concerned about
the growing need for additional foster care providers, and at this point
it has become an urgent need,” said
Gretchen Young, Licensing Supervisor. “We have been able to assure that children’s safety and wellbeing needs are met in foster care,
but identifying foster homes in all
communities across the County is a
challenge.”
That’s where families like Angie and Jeremy Lederle come in.
The Jordan couple said they were
struggling with infertility, but they
wanted children in their home. They
decided to apply as foster parents
and in 2010 they completed a home
study, took training, and in several
months were licensed to begin accepting placements.
Angie said they could have started the traditional adoption process,
“but there are enough children out
there that need love,” so they decided to try foster care first. Some
children came for short weekends to
give other providers respite, while
others stayed a year or longer.
“The nice thing about this program is you can always say no (to
a placement) and you can quit when

Angie and Jeremy Lederle have provided respite and long-term care for
two dozen children in their Jordan home during the past five years. They
have legally adopted two foster children, brothers Tony and Christopher.

you want,” said Jeremy when asked
what he would tell people who are
considering foster care. He also said
the County provides a lot of support.
Angie said case managers usually
provide enough information on children they are placing so families can
determine if they will be a good fit for
them. Occasionally, the fit is perfect
and becomes permanent, which is
what happened when brothers Anto-

nio (Tony) and Christopher came into
their home. The children, ages 2 and
7 at the time, were available for adoption, and the Lederles decided they
wanted them as their sons. They are
also interested in continuing to grow
their family through adoption.
Many children return home after
family issues are resolved, and the
Lederles said they work to develop
FOSTER CARE to page 5

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Youth need adult mentors to talk
less, demonstrate their values

Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote, “Everyone who got where he is has had to
begin where he was.” We all have people who have made a difference in our lives
and helped us move from where we began to where we are. When I think about
the people who served in these roles in my life, the first person in my mind is my
mother. While I lost her early in my life, she taught me a lot of things; the most
important thing I learned was to be independent and honest. When I was young,
my mother told me about life… the best way to live and become a good man. She
was probably the most influential person in my life. Seeing my mother’s strength
and compassion had a permanent effect on my life.
As I watch what is going on in the world today, I have to wonder who is impacting the lives of today’s youth. The increasing modern pressures on people in
general (and on parents in the specific) make parenting more of a challenge today
than ever before. While financial concerns have always placed pressures on parents, contemporary technology, increased mobility, and the need for both parents
to work have brought a whole new dynamic to families. When I was a child in the
1960s, most households included a male and female married couple raising their
own children. According to the Pew Research Center, today -- some 55 years later
– a mere 16 percent of American households reflect that demographic. The “typical” American family (if it even exists) has a considerably different look, feel, and
dynamic.
Further, during my childhood, “watching TV” meant Saturday morning cartoons -- and there was no such thing as “going online.” Today, thanks to advances
in technology, parenting in the digital age provides a considerable number of high
tech issues to deal with. My mom never had to worry that I was spending too much
time on the computer. Unlike children today, I did not have the entire world at my
fingertips. Now, simply logging onto a computer allows children access to history
lessons, links to their schools and assignments, and a plethora of learning tools.
However, the availability of all this instant information can also be a problem, since
the internet also offers considerable misinformation, distractions, and dangers.
And for better or worse, the advent of smart phones has brought the internet and
instant communication to everyone, everywhere, all of the time. Today, parents
must consider technology as part of their spectrum of parenting concerns. Which
brings me back to my central thought: Who is impacting the lives of today’s youth?
The answer, in many aspects, is the same today as it always has been -- parents,
friends, and extended family. However, the impact of media and digital “friends”
in this instant access world has complicated the issue.
Parenting a teenager – heck, being a teenager -- has always been a challenge.
When I was a teen, I made questionable decisions and poor judgments, as we all
do; however, I don’t believe that my flawed, adolescent choices would have had the
range and severity of modern consequences. From my perspective, never in our
history have children had to make so many difficult and potentially risky choices.
And with the omnipresence of the internet, their friends, the media, and even predators are potentially allowed into a teen’s room – twenty four hours a day, every day.
In this digital age, it may well be that the media, culture, and peers are having more
influence in direct communication with children than parents do.
So how can we make and sustain a positive difference in their lives? The issues created by the digital world do not mean that parents do not have considerable
influence – they do! But some parents may have to change their parenting style,
tactics (particularly when children are young), and their ways of communicating
when their children are teens because the previous ways of communication no longer work effectively.
Parents are the most powerful and obvious role models for their children, and
one of the most influential aspects of parenting through communicating values
through actions, not merely by words. Children of all ages are like sponges; while
they listen to what we say, they are constantly observing what we do… and they
make judgments based as much, if not more, on what we do than what we say.
Show your children how you think. Demonstrating your values, respect, and interest in your child may go further than telling them how to be or how to act. Being
observant of our communication style with our spouses, our children, our friends,
and others may have a greater impact on them than anything we tell them directly.
And demonstrating your commitment to community, faith, friends, and family tell
children a great deal about who you are and who they may want to be.
Seeing my mother’s strength and compassion etched a permanent imprint on my
life. Seeing is believing, and today more than ever, if we want to influence children
we need to talk less and demonstrate more.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.

Commissioners’ Corner
October 13
October 20
October 27

County Board meetings through December 2015
-no meeting
-County Board meeting
-no meeting

November 3
November 10
November 17

----

November 24

--

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting; 2015 County Board
Planning Workshop
no meeting

December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 29

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more
information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the vacancies
have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two at-large vacancies on
this committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September
11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County
together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster incidents and events.
The identified goals of the committee are that all stakeholders will understand the roles,
responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies allowing
them to assist with emergency preparedness risk assessments, preparedness planning
activities, disaster response after action reporting and proposal of training and exercises.
The Committee meets quarterly the third Tuesday of the month from 3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently,
there are seven vacancies, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all
applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision
of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the
unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds
public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards meet the second
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). There are currently two
vacancies on this Board, one each in Commissioner Districts 1 and 2. This Board is
responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as
they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff,
corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There
are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members
are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of
color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board
meets every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a vacancy
in Commissioner District 1. The mission of the CDA is to strengthen the communities of
Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and moderate income
families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination of public and
private resources. The CDA meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m.
Extension Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies, one each in
Commissioner Districts 2 and 3. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the
Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting
and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and to enhance the economy
and environment through education, applied research, and the resources of the University
of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.).
Human Services Resource Council (9 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are nine vacancies on the
council, with vacancies in all the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation
of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of
Health and Human Services; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans,
programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly,
on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There are currently two vacancies on this Board,
one each in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. The Library Board of Advisors consists of one
representative from each Commissioner District. Members serve three-year terms, and are
COMMISSIONERS CORNER to next page
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The success of our annual golf fundraiser is due to the generous
contributions from our sponsors, donors, supporters, golfers, and volunteers. We appreciate your support! The money raised will be used for further education in our
schools and in our community concerning the dangers of methamphetamine, heroin,
and gateway drug use. Join us again next year on Friday, Sept. 9, 2016. We thank you
for your continued support!

Scott County Meth Task Force Co-Chairs:
R�� Ho��v��
County Attorney

By Luke Yost, guest contributor

“I love seeing all of the community coming together for the early education of youth
on the negative effects of drug usage -- specifically that of meth, heroin, the use of gateway drugs like marijuana, and the effects of
alcohol,” first-place winner Perry Mulcrone
said proudly on Friday, Sept. 11.
Mulcrone was one of the many upbeat
golfers on a beautiful, sunny day at the 9th
Annual Scott County “Tee It Up” golf tournament and fundraiser at Stonebrooke Golf
Club. The tournament attracted the highest
ever number of participants: An impressive
144 golfers attended the event this year.
Over the past nine years, the tournament has
not only continued to grow in participation,
but also in community support and generosity. “It’s been a great day out here to support
a cause that does a lot of good,” said Tim
Applen, New Prague police officer and participant in the $2500 putting contest.
The Scott County Meth Task Force
originated in 2003 as a collaborative effort
among Scott County, the Scott County Attorney’s Office, and the Scott County Sheriff’s Office to combat a growing concern of
meth abuse and drug-related crime in Scott
County. The Task Force attempted to address the problem early on in order to shape
a positive future for the County. “If you look
at the numbers for 2013, 2014, and compare
them today, we have a lot of good things
happening and positive changes,” County
Sheriff and Task Force Co-Chair Kevin
Studnicka explained.
One of the main reasons that the Task
Force has been both progressive and effective is its drug abuse education and awareness programs that have been used in the

schools countywide. Former County Attorney and Task Force Co-Chair Pat Ciliberto explained that the original focus on
educational programming was to get to
students at an early age, and it was decided
that middle school was the target audience.
Ciliberto also noted that the Task Force
was seeking well-designed programming
with a purpose that would reach those
students. Through a partnership with the
nationally recognized Climb Theater, an
original meth-abuse-specific performance
was created and performed in area middle
schools. The play was well received by
both students and teachers.
Over the years, the play has progressed
to address the negative effects of other
drugs. Climb Theater and the Task Force
added interactive qualities to the educational performances in the school. “The
goal was to start a conversation about the
topic. While there is no pressure, students
are encouraged to interact with performers
and each other in the classroom to discuss
the negative effects of drug usage and to
possibly share personal affects or stories
on the topic,” County Commissioner and
Task Force Co-Chair Barbara Marschall
said. Marschall also explained that follow up surveys in the schools indicated
enthusiastically positive responses from
teachers: “All the positive feedback from
the middle schools led the way to the performance getting into area high schools as
well,” added Ciliberto.
The performance has also been done at
the Juvenile Alternative Facility. County
Attorney and Task Force Co-Chair Ron
Hovecar said about this particular perGOLF TOURNAMENT to page 11
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K���� S�u��i�k�
County Sheriff

Please help support our sponsors

The Tee It Up Golf Tournament is held at Stonebrooke Golf Club.

“Tee It Up” Golf Tournament
raises funds to fight drug abuse

B��b�r� M�rs�h���
County Commissioner

Abdhallah Candies and Gifts
Action Packed Paintball
AGL Consulting
Ames Construction
Annie’s Catering
Apple Auto Group
Applebee’s
Arnie’s Friendly Folk Club
Artisan Bistro
Bail Bonds Doctor
Belle Plaine Police Dept.
Bill Hammes
Bill’s Toggery
Bruegger’s Bagels
Bryan Rock Products
Buffalo Tap
Cabela’s
Carver County Attorney’s Office
Casey’s General Store
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters
Chili’s
Chipolte
Chuck and Don’s Pet Supply
Clancy’s
Coborn’s
Cocoa & Fig
Copy-Right Printing
Crossroads Liquor
Culver’s - Shakopee
Cuzzy’s
Dangerfield’s
Dave Menden
davenportgroup
Dean Opatz
Dunn Bros. - Savage
Edelweiss
El Toro
Emma Krumbee’s
E Nails
Excelsior Brewery
Fairmount Santrol
Firehouse Grille
Flowers Naturally
Grand Slam
Guthrie Theater
Hampton Inn
Iris Valley Boutique
Jerry Kucera State Farm Insurance Agency
Jim and Mary Anne Taglia

John Perry Agency
Jordan Police Dept.
Ken Jarcho Insurance Agency
Ken and Ruth Jarcho
Kowalski’s
Kwik Trip
Lau’s Bakery
Lawrence Auctioneering
Lezlie Vermillion
Linda and Gary Shelton
Lions Tap
Liquor Barrel
Lunds and Byerlys
McHugh’s Public House
Midwest Monitoring
Mill City Museum
Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum
Minnesota Science Museum
Minnesota Timberwolves
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
MJS Consulting
MN Historical Society
MN Orchestra
Mr. Pig Stuff
MVEC
My Pillow
New Prague Police Dept.
Next Chapter Technology
Oakridge Conference Center
O’Brien Dental
Old Log Theater
Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant
& Cantina
Papa Murphy’s
Patrick J. Ciliberto
Patrick and Kathy Weber
Pawn America
Pearson Florist
Pekarna’s
Pizza Ranch
Prior Lake Rotary Project Alert
Prior Lake Police Dept.
Prior Lake-Savage
Area Schools
Purusharth and
Michelle Betham
Qdoba

Quickserver Hosting
Rahr Malting Co.
Real Gem Jewelers
Renaissance Festival
Riverside Liquors
Roasted Pear
Ron’s Mechanical, Inc.
Ruby Tuesday
Ruck’s Meat Processing Center
Sailer’s Greenhouse
Sammy’s Speed Dog
Sam’s Club - Shakopee
Science Museum of MN
Scott County Attorney’s Office
Scott County Sheriff’s Office
SeaLife Aquarium
Sever’s Corn Maze
Shakopee Bakery
Shakopee Gravel
Shakopee Lion’s Club
Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community
Shakopee Police Dept.
Shakopee Wine Cellars
Skateville
Sprint
Steve J. Mortenson
Stems & Vines
St. Francis Regional
Medical Center
St. Paul Saints
Stonebrooke Golf Club
Subway
Taco Loco
The Pointe
Teresa’s Mexican Restaurant
T.J. Hooligans
Turtle’s Bar & Grill
Vivo Kitchen
Von Hanson’s - Savage
Wampach’s Restaurant
Waterpark of America/
Radisson Hotel
Walmart
Wine Cellar
Woodland Take N Bake Pizza
Zuppa Cucina

From Page 2

eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in the formation of the
Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources on library services that meet
the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and guides the creation of
a budget that reflects identified customer needs. The Board recommends operating policies
for the public library system and, by statute, is responsible for the content of the library
collection. The Board currently meets on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Each year, one meeting is held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott County
Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration (Shakopee).
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (3 vacancies). Currently, there are three at-large
vacancies on this Council. Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply.
Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received
mental health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority population are particularly encouraged to apply. The Council meets every other
month on the fourth Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently, there are seven vacancies on this
Committee, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large positions. The purpose of
the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected
officials in the area of parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Members
advise the County Board on program priorities, policies, planning for parks, trails, and open
space, and review and recommend proposed annual work plans. Commission members
represent the citizens of Scott County and, as such, serve as community ambassadors. The
Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy on this
Board. The Personnel Board of Appeals is responsible for making findings and reporting
to the County Board upon the filing of an appeal by an applicant, employee, or appointing
authority under certain circumstances. There are three at-large citizen representatives on
this Board. Members are appointed for three-year terms, and there are no term limits. The
Board meets as needed.

Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (4
vacancies). Currently, there are three vacancies representing the Sand Creek Watershed,
the Southwest Watershed, the Credit River Watershed, as well as one at-large position. The

Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two atlarge vacancies on this Committee. The purpose of this committee is to advise the Scott
County Board of Commissioners on matters concerning solid waste management and
to provide a forum for local governments, citizens, and the waste industries to provide
input into the planning and implementation of solid waste programs within Scott County.
Members serve three-year terms.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 - 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•
•
•

District 1, Commissioner Joe Wagner: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan
(precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and
Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior
Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring
Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4,
6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4, Commissioner Barbara Marschall: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.
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Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky

Public Health Director

Are you prepared for disasters?

Since September 11, 2001, the government has taken steps to encourage all citizens to make their own survival preparation. September was chosen as National
Preparedness Month as the tragedies of 9/11 highlighted its importance. As a Certified Emergency Manager, as well as someone who has lived through several emergencies, I believe all citizens should take some time to be prepared within their
own lives. However, according the National Center for Disaster Preparedness at
Columbia’s University Mailman School of Public Health, Americans are grossly
unprepared for the next disaster. Even after 9/11, there seems to be a high level of
resistance in the general public to get prepared.
So what does preparedness really mean? Preparedness is like putting on your
seatbelt. Most people do it automatically -- you buckle up in the event of a car accident, and don’t even stop to think “What if?” In addition to it being the law, you
do this because of an awareness of the potential hazard and you want to be safer
and better prepared to handle it. But “what if” a tornado… an act of terrorism…
a fire… a flood happens? You can’t always stop emergencies and disasters from
happening, but you can become better prepared to handle them if and when they do.
Being prepared can reduce fear, lessen anxiety, and mitigate losses that accompany
disasters. Taking some time to be prepared can make all the difference in the event
of an emergency. Bottom line: being prepared saves lives.
Make a plan. The easiest way to start your preparedness efforts is to talk with
your family about emergencies, make a plan, and then share that plan with your
family, neighbors, and friends. You may not be together when an emergency happens, but planning in advance helps to reduce the unknown. Include a communication plan that lays out important contact information and numbers along with how
to communicate in specific situations. Families can develop communication cards
listing important phone numbers and contact methods which can be kept in wallets,
backpacks, cars, or at the office. Make sure to keep a hard copy of this information,
as you may not be able to access this information electronically. A great tip for
communicating during an emergency is to ensure all family members know how to
use text messaging. Text messages can often get around network disruptions when
a phone call might not be able to get through due to the emergency event.
Get a kit. If you are able to shelter in your home, it will be important to manage
water, food, and other supplies. A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items
your household may need in the event of an emergency. You should plan to have
three day’s worth of food and water available for everyone living in your home,
including your pets. Additionally, basic services such as electricity, gas, water, sewage treatment, and telephones may be cut off for days or even a week, or longer.
Your supplies kit should contain items to help you manage during these outages.
Medications are also very important to include in your kit.
Be informed. Listen and learn about what potential hazards are in your community and what to do if disasters or emergencies occur.
Some information for this article was taken from www.ready.gov. This site can
provide you and your family with expanded knowledge and resources.

County offers options for
payment of property taxes
Second half property taxes are due
on October 15, and the following options will be available for payment:
You may pay in person at Customer
Service during the following hours:
• Scott County Government Center,
Shakopee -- Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 8 a.m. to
6:30 p.m.
• Elko New Market Service
Center (located in the Elko New
Market Library) -- Mondays and
Wednesdays, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
(closed for lunch from 3:30 to
4:30); Tuesdays and Fridays, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed for lunch
between 1 and 2); Saturdays, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Please note taxes
are due on a Thursday this year
– the Elko New Market office is
closed on Thursdays.
You may mail in your tax payment.
Please be sure it is postmarked on or before October 15.
You can drop off your tax payment. The drop boxes are located :
• Inside the Government Center in
front of Customer Service and near
the front receptionist desk during

•

•

business hours.
At all Scott County libraries
from October 8 through October
15; please check your area library
for their hours of operation.
In Parking Lot B on the north
side of the Government Center
(near the postal mailbox located
at the front entrance) through
October 15.

You may use curbsite dropoff.
Curbside drop off will be available on
Thursday, October 15 from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. in parking Lot B (on the north
side of Government Center).
You can pay your taxes online. Go
to www.co.scott.mn.us and select “Pay
Property Taxes Online.” There are convenience fees charged by the processor
that depend on how you choose to pay:
• E-check = $1.50 per transaction
• Debit Cards = $3.50 per
transaction
• Credit Cards = 2.3 percent per
transaction

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Law Library News

Unmarried parents -What rights do you have?
Most of us have someone in our family, a friend, a co-worker, or a neighbor
that is an unmarried parent. At the law library, both moms and dads are trying to
navigate the legal system to understand,
support, and act in the best interests of
their child/children. This isn’t always an
easy task. In fact, it can be downright
confusing and frustrating.
What people do not realize is that
signing an “ROP” (that is, Recognition
of Parentage -- usually offered at the
hospital when the baby is born… and
frequently confused with signing the
birth certificate) does not establish the
father as the “legal” father of the child.
Signing the Recognition of Parentage
does not guarantee any custody or parenting time rights. Many parents are not
sure whether they even signed an ROP.
They can check and request a copy of
their ROP (there is a $9 fee), or find
out more about adding a father to the
birth record by contacting the Minnesota Department of Human Services (at
651-201-5961 or online at www.health.
state.mn.us/divs/chs/osr/ropform.pdf).
In order for a father to establish any
legal rights to his child/children, he
must first establish paternity.
There are two ways to establish paternity. The first is to have both parents
sign the Recognition of Parentage and
file it with the Minnesota Department
of Health, Office of the State Registrar.
The second way to establish paternity
is through a court ordered paternity action. This requires filing a petition with
the court and having a hearing. Volunteer Lawyers Network (VLN) offers a
free one hour paternity class, with an
hour afterward for questions. For more
information about the class or find the
nearest location you, call VLN at (612)
752-6674.
For unmarried dads that have
been established as the legal father
but are being denied parenting time
(or are unhappy with their parenting
time), there are legal options available. The Minnesota Judicial Branch
offers court forms and instructions to
Request to Establish Custody and Parenting Time. These forms can be found
online at www.mncourts.gov/CMSPages/PortalTemplate.aspx?aliaspath=/Get
Forms&item=53&itemType=packetDet
ails. People with questions can call the
Self-Help Center (Monday- Friday, 8:30
a.m. - 3 p.m.) at (651) 259-3888. The
Self-Help attorneys can assist in finding
and filling out the correct forms.
Minnesota child custody laws
changed in August of this year. Under
the old law, “the wishes of the child’s
parents as to custody” has been dropped,
and the emphasis has been changed to
the “needs” of the child. (The “best Interests” factor now reads: The benefit to
the child in maximizing parenting time
with both parents and the detriment to

the child in limiting parenting time with
either parent.) The new “Best Interests
of the Child” laws can be found at Minnesota Revisor’s website at: https://www.
revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=518.17.
The Scott County Law Library
(as well as the seven public library
branches) has books available that
might be helpful. Here are just a few of
the titles: The Minnesota Custody and
Child Deskbook, a comprehensive reference material done by the Minnesota
Bar Association. This resource is only
available for in-library use at the Scott
County Law Library. Nolo’s Essential Guide to Child Custody & Support
(2013) is available for checkout. Building a Parenting Agreement that Works
(2014) is also available for checkout.
Whenever the Law Library staff
talks to unmarried dads and moms, they
always recommend a booklet produced
by the Minnesota Fathers & Families
Network. This 48-page booklet answers
most custody, parenting time, and child
support questions. The title is Unmarried Fathers’ Guide to Paternity, Custody, Parenting Time and Child Support
in Minnesota. This booklet is targeted
for unmarried dads, but the information is just as helpful to single moms.
The booklet is available online at www.
lawhelpmn.org/resource/unmarried-fathersguide-to-paternity-custody.
The Law Library will be hosting a free
Unmarried Parents Class, with guest
speaker Walter Burk, an attorney from

Central Minnesota Legal Services and
the FATHER Project. Walter will discuss unmarried parents’ family law issues. After his presentation, he will answer general unmarried parents’ family
law questions. Topics covered include
Father’s Adoption Registry, Recognition of Parentage, paternity, custody,
parenting time, and child support. This
program will be offered Oct. 27 from
7 – 8 p.m. at the Shakopee Public Library. No registration is required for
this free program. For more information about this program or any Scott
County Law Library clinics and programs, please call (952) 496-8713 or email to lawlib@co.scott.mn.us.

Find farm legal information online

A new eight-part series of fact sheets
about farming and agricultural legal issues are now available online. These
new fact sheets are part of a 24-part farm
legal series aimed at protecting business
viability and regulatory compliance.
The new topics cover entity selection and restrictions, trusts, landowner
liability, water rights and drainage, mitigating counter-party risk, labor law, and
the Affordable Care Act. The fact sheets
are from the University of Minnesota
Extension Agricultural Business Management team and attorney Phillip L.
Kunkel and others from the Gray Plant

Mooty law firm.
Sixteen existing online resources in
the series have been updated to reflect
regulatory changes.
The revised fact sheets cover topics
including farm leases, agricultural production, marketing contracts, financing
the farm operations, mortgages and contracts for deed, and tax considerations of
liquidations and reorganizations.
The complete series of fact sheets
can be found at www.extension.umn.
edu/agriculture/business/taxation/
or
picked up at the Scott County Extension
office.
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Farm SCENE
Met Council seeks land use advisors

Sophia Hotzler of Savage enjoyed an apple while family members filled their
bushel basket last month at an apple orchard in Scott County.

Apples, pumpkins, squash
provide delicious fall food
According to the Minnesota Ag Statistics Service, Scott County ranks fifth
in the state for acres dedicated to apple
production, with over 300 acres of orchards. There are over 23 apple growers in the County, and many apple orchards offer wonderful family events
for picking and plucking these sweet,
juicy fruits to take home for eating, pie
making, and preserving… and who can
resist a jug of fresh apple cider?!
Although the apple season began
early in Minnesota this year due to the
very favorable weather patterns (plenty
of sunshine, timely rains, and no high
winds during blossoming), there will be
many days in October to enjoy late season apples varieties, brilliant fall colors,
and a little adventure in Scott County.
Prairie Spy for cooking? Honeycrisp
for fresh eating? Fireside for baking?
How do you know which local apple
to use for which purpose? “Apples for
Minnesota and Their Culinary Uses” is
the University of Minnesota Extension
publication to answer your apple questions. It can be found at www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/fruit/
apples-for-minnesota-and-their-culinary-uses/. Here you will find help with
the selection of quality apples, which
variety to use for cooking, baking, eating fresh and in salads, as well as information about how to store apples for
winter use. Canning, freezing, and drying apple instructions are also found in
this publication.
Apples are thirst-quenching because

Foster Care

good relationships with parents so they
can keep in contact when the children
leave. “It does hurt when they leave,
especially if they’ve been with you a
long time, but it helps if you can stay
in touch,” said Jeremy, adding that the
County has a support system for foster
parents, too.
Scott County’s goal is to place children and youth in their home communities to support their connections to
family and minimize disruption to their
education. “This really allows the child
or youth to stay connected to a familiar
area, remain in their school district, and
can help encourage a sense of safety and
security,” Young said.
While Scott County Human Services is actively looking for homes to
serve children and youth who may be
in placement for up to a year, they also
need homes that will provide care for
shorter placements – that is, from one
week to a few months. There is also a
significant need for foster homes which
can provide weekend respite care; providing weekend respite care is a great
way for families who work during the
week to serve children and youth when

they contain about 85 percent water, and
they really are a perfect snack food. A
medium apple contains about 90 calories, and their natural sugars provide
quick energy while the bulky pulp aids
intestinal activity and makes the eater
feel full.
Pumpkins for decorating and eating can also be found at many of the
farmers markets, roadside stands, and
orchards in Scott County. Pumpkin
oatmeal, pumpkin pancakes, savory
pumpkin potato soup, along with many
tasty pumpkin recipes can be found
on the Extension website at www.extension.umn.edu/family/live-healthylive-well/healthy-bodies/eat-smart/
the-recipe-box/.
Use large, medium, and mini-pumpkins for decorating. Small size pumpkins (sugar or pie varieties) make for
better eating, roasting, and grilling.
Pumpkins and squash can be preserved for later use by freezing, canning,
or drying. Look for ideas and methods
of preservation at www.extension.umn.
edu/food/food-safety/preserving/.
Enjoy an apple or a search for the
perfect pumpkin, along with all the flavors of Scott County, by accessing the
Minnesota Grown Directory at www.
minnesotagrown.com/member-directory/ or by exploring the maps at www.
localfoods.umn.edu/find.
For more information, contact Colleen Carlson, Interim Scott County Ag
Educator, at (952) 492-5386 or by emailing traxl042@umn.edu.

Looking for a way to serve the region? The Metropolitan Council is seeking applicants to fill five vacancies on its Land Use Advisory Committee (LUAC), which
advises the Council on land use and local planning issues. One of those vacancies
is in District 16, which includes the townships of Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake as well as the city of Elko New Market.
“The committee is one of a number of advisory bodies to the Council that bring
a range of insights and perspectives to the work that we do,” said Council Chair
Adam Duininck. “They lend inclusiveness and transparency to Council decision
making and help to ensure the region remains attractive, competitive, livable, and
prosperous.”
The committee has at least 16 members and a chair. It includes at least one
member from each Metropolitan Council District and must include representation
from each metro county. At least half the members must be local elected officials.
The Land Use Advisory Committee typically meets every other month on the third
Thursday at 4 p.m. Applicants must live in the district they’re appointed to represent and will serve a term that expires in January 2019.
How to apply
See more information at www.metrocouncil.org/News-Events/Communities/
News-Articles/Council-seeks-applicants-for-Land-Use-Advisory-Com.aspx , including the application forms.
You may e-mail applications to Brooke Crosby, Appointments Administrator, at
appointmentscoordinator@metc.state.mn.us or mail applications to Brooke Crosby
at 390 Robert Street North, St. Paul, MN, 55101. You may also direct questions
about the application to Ms. Crosby.
Questions about the committee can be directed to Deb Detrick at debra.detrick@
metc.state.mn.us or (651) 602-1327.
The Council values the diversity of the region’s people and is committed to
providing equal opportunity in employment, volunteer appointments, and the provision of services without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability,
or socioeconomic status.

2015 Autumn Fare just as delicious!
On Sunday, September 13, scores
of visitors turned out for the third annual Autumn Fare, showcasing local
food, fiber, and crafts, and Mother
Nature helped out considerably by
blessing the event with virtually perfect weather.
From a delectable farmers breakfast to a (new this year!) carrousel
for young and old alike, Faregoers
could enjoy everything from petting adorable Angora bunnies to
watching historical actors from the
Landing make cornbread circa the
settler days (and sample the result!).
Planning for 2016 will be underway
soon, so watch this space for future
details as to how to get involved!

At right: Five year old Rory Kigin
takes a rest on one of Tony
Kornder’s pumpkins at this year’s
Autumn Fare.

From Page 1

it fits their schedule.
In addition, whenever possible,
Scott County Health and Human Services seeks to reunify families that have
found themselves in need of foster care,
and having local care providers makes
that reconnection easier. The vast majority of children and youth served by
the Scott County Foster Care Program
are reunified with their families within
a year or less.
Qualified foster care providers must
be 21 years old, pass a criminal background check, complete a home study,
and complete required training. This
process is free to the applicant. Foster
parents are paid a stipend for care provided based on state guidelines, but –
according to Young and her colleagues
– “We’ve found that the greatest compensation for the providers is knowing
that they have made a lasting, positive difference in the lives of others…
and, in turn, the health of our larger
community.”
For more information on becoming a foster care provider, go to www.
co.scott.mn.us, e-mail fostercare@
co.scott.mn.us, or call (952) 445-7751.

Autumn Fare visitors tasted cornbread made pioneer style by historical
actors from The Landing.

Next Farm Advisory Board meeting

The next meeting of the Farm Advisory Board will be held on Thursday, November 5, from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at the Scott County Highway Building near Jordan. For more information on the FAB or to see meeting minutes and agendas,
visit http://www.co.scott.mn.us/PropertyGISLand/2030CompPlan/NaturalAreaFarmland/Pages/FarmlandPreservation.aspx.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Environmental SCENE
By Richard Jones
Environmental Health Specialist

Starting with small steps

The vegetarian environmentalist -- that should be my title. But the question is
which came first? Did I become an environmentalist because I am a vegetarian? Or
was it the other way around? Or were they two separate paths that just happened
to merge?
Long story short, after a high school field trip experience, I adopted a vegetarian diet. I dropped about 25 pounds in weight as soon as I cut meat out of my
diet, and I have maintained a healthy body weight for the last five years. But
people often ask me about how I get enough protein, and there have been a couple
of things I’ve found out. First, the amount of protein actually required is not as
much as you would think: 10-15 percent of total daily calories should come from
protein. Second, this is really no problem for most people, since vegetarian foods
actually contain quite a bit of protein. Lastly, I had realized that – because I was
never a big meat eater to begin with – becoming a vegetarian really wasn’t a huge
change in my lifestyle. Now, I know not everyone will agree with my decision or
even my personal reasons for vegetarianism, but I feel like this diet does contribute
positively to my health and to a healthy community by supporting sustainable food
production.
But what about the environmental career? I guess it started when I decided to
switch degrees from Computer Science to Wildlife Ecology. It was a major degree
change, but I am glad I made the switch. Obviously, I did not make it for the money. I made it because it felt like the right thing to do. I have to admit, though, that it
was not my goal after graduating from college to become a septic inspector. (Why
would inspecting systems that treat human waste be the glorious career path that
all college graduates dream of?) But I quickly realized that ensuring compliance of
these systems is a way to provide for safe, healthy communities -- and this is just
one small thing I can do to protect our environment. This is what led me to Scott
County’s Environmental Services department. Now I play my part at the County
to sustain safe, healthy, and livable communities by helping residents dispose of
hazardous chemicals at the Household Hazardous Waste facility, inspecting septic
systems, and helping businesses manage their hazardous waste.
This led to even more environmental interest: Learning what small steps we can
do to help our planet. A path of spiritual learning developed a sense of what’s right
and what’s wrong. This path took me to many places, but the concepts that still
stood out were protecting the environment and following a vegetarian lifestyle as
much as possible. We are all just temporary on our planet and have a responsibility
to ensure future generations can continue to enjoy its majesty. Working for Scott
County has provided me small steps to ensure this.
As with a lot of problems, all it takes are small steps to get headed in the right
direction. I have realized now that I always had connections between my life and
my livelihood, but they were not conscious ones. Both started as separate paths,
but somehow have merged but in the end, it is who I am and it will help me deliver
what matters to everyone.

Businesses that recycle
help County meet goals,
receive state funding
In early January of each year, the
Scott County Environmental Services
Department contacts local businesses
to determine how much they recycled
during the previous year. A form is
sent out that asks for recycling information, including paper products (such as
cardboard and office paper) and other
recyclables (such as metals, glass, and
plastics). For some businesses, it also
may include used oil and oil filters,
fluorescent lamps, automobile batteries, electronic equipment (e-waste), and
appliances. There is no obligation for
these businesses to submit any information, but the data are quite valuable in
calculating the recycling rate for Scott
County.
The information provided by businesses becomes part of an annual report the County submits to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).
The state provides funding to counties
from dedicated solid waste tax revenue
that provides a stable funding source
for recycling and waste reduction programs. Funding from this program can
be used for a wide range of activities at
the local level, including recycling, efforts to reduce waste (source reduction),
operating a household hazardous waste
(HHW) facility, and providing educational programs. Each county is free to
use the tools that they feel are appropriate for their population and for the challenges of the local waste stream.
In 2014, the total amount of Mu-

With cooperation from
local businesses, about
62 percent of waste in the
County is being recycled.

nicipal Solid
Waste (MSW)
collected in
Scott County
was 112,080
tons. The
amount of material recycled
was 70,008
tons, which calculates to approximately
62.5 percent being recycled.
So, because of the recycling by area
businesses, everyone in Scott County
benefits from funding that is used to further educate the public on solid waste
issues. Scott County Environmental
Services would like to acknowledge
the following businesses that submitted
data on what they recycled beyond what
is normally recycled from residential
collections in 2014. Thank you for your
efforts!
BF Nelson Corporation
Canterbury Park
Chart, Inc.
Endres Food Processing
Fremont Industries, Inc.
Johnson Anderson
Busch Brothers Machining
Interiors Interface
Wind Turbine, Inc.
Miratech Prior Lake
Riverfront Printing
Silgan Containers Corp.
Toro Company
Ziegler, Inc.
PSR Auomation
Sanimax
Rosemount, Inc.
If your business would like to submit
information about your recycling activities, contact Steve Steuber in Environmental Services at (952) 496-8473 or
via e-mail at ssteuber@co.scott.mn.us.

Air quality best in 20 years, but room for improvement
The Canadian forest fires in early July served to remind us just how important air quality is. As some of
you may recall, the Fourth of July weekend and the
following week were filled with temperatures in the
mid to high 70s, sun, and a heavy haze. More than
10,000 square miles of forest fires in Saskatchewan
and across other parts of Canada triggered air quality
alerts across Minnesota and as far south as Tennessee.
Aside from a few July weeks of hazy, smoke-filled
air, the air quality in Minnesota is ranked among the
best in the country -- as well as the world. According
to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA),
over the last two decades, Minnesota has seen a noticeable improvement in air quality thanks to stronger
regulatory compliance, advancements in pollution
control technology, voluntary emission reduction programs, and actions citizens have taken to reduce individual contributions to air pollution.
Even as our air quality is trending in the right direction, there is still plenty of room for improvement. A
study by the Minnesota Department of Health and the
MPCA discovered that air pollution still contributed to
a significant number of Twin Cities metro area deaths.
In fact, air pollution and its effects reportedly account
for more deaths than accidents and Alzheimer’s combined. With 75 percent of the air pollution in Minnesota coming from small unregulated sources (like residential wood and garbage burning, vehicle emissions,
and construction equipment), individual residents play
a huge role in continuing the improvement of our air
quality.
As we enter bonfire season and the winter months,
there are several measures that you can take that will
not only improve the health of those in your household, but that of your community as well.
What you can do:
• Start every season by cleaning and inspecting all
indoor wood-burning appliances and chimneys.

•
•
•

Never burn wood during air pollution health
alerts.
Burn only dry, seasoned wood.
Never burn other materials. Anything other than
dry firewood will create even more smoke, and is
often very toxic.

Do not burn list:
• Green wood
• Wet wood
• Plywood, particle board, or any wood with glue
in it
• Treated wood
• Plastics
• Garbage
• Colored newsprint or magazines
• Pesticide-treated seed

Make sure your wood-burning appliances and
chimneys are cleaned and inspected, and burn
only dry, seasoned wood.

•
•
•

Look for air leakage, check for proper drafting,
and remove the buildup of creosote. Creosote
causes more smoke to enter your home and can
catch fire.
Minimize your exposure to smoke. Even an
outdoor fire can affect the indoor air quality in
your home.
Use only the most efficient appliances. More
efficient, more complete combustion produces
less air pollution.
Be a good neighbor! Always consider those
living around you and the direction of the wind.

Burning the materials listed above may release
chemicals such as heavy metals, other air toxins, and
dioxins that are especially harmful to your health and
the environment. When using indoor wood-burning
appliances, you should not smell smoke; by making
small, hot fires, you can reduce smoke, increase efficiency, and allow for easier control. Remember, it can
take six or more months to properly season firewood.
Seasoned or dried wood has a lower moisture content,
so it burns much better with fewer smoky emissions.
Even though there is still plenty of work that can be
done to improve our air quality, these improvements
can lead to incredible health benefits across the Twin
Cities and Minnesota. For more information on where
to dispose of different wastes, visit the Scott County
website at www.co.scott.mn.us and search for “problem
waste management.” For further assistance, please
call the Scott County Environmental Services’ 24-hour
Information Line at (952) 496-8787.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Time to tune up furnace, button up house
Feel that little chill in the air? Yep,
ready or not, Old Man Winter is preparing his suitcase for a long stay. That
means a lot of things (tuning up the car,
bringing the coats out of storage, planning for the holidays), it also means it’s
time to think of preparing your house
for winter. And although last summer
was utterly delightful by most measures, the typical heat and humidity may
have caused some deterioration to the
exterior of your home... and it’s easier
to check and correct any items when it’s
still (relatively!) warm than in the middle of winter. Here are 10 tips to help
you prepare your home for winter:
Have your furnace inspected.
• Call a professional HVAC
contractor to inspect your furnace
and clean your ducts.
• Stock up on furnace filters, and
replace them monthly (depending
on the brand).
• Remove any materials (e.g.,
flammables) that may be stored by
your furnace for fire safety. All
furnace manufacturers provide
the appropriate clearances in your
manual.

Prepare your fireplace.
• Place a screen over the top of
chimney to keep rodents and birds
out.
• Keep your chimney clean, check
the mortar between bricks and tuck
points, and make sure fireplace
dampers are operable.
• Stock up firewood and keep in a
dry place.

Check the exterior, doors, and
windows.
• To cut down on winter drafts into
the house, touch up any caulking
around windows, doors, and
exterior penetrations that lead into
the house.
• Weather strip around doors.
• If you have storm windows,
change out the screens to the glass
pane windows that you may have
in storage.
Inspect roof, gutters, and
downspouts.
• Replace worn roof shingles or tiles.
• Clean out gutters and downspouts.
• Check the proper insulation level
in the attic.

•
•
Caulking can prevent cold drafts.

Service weather-specific equipment.
• Drain gas from your lawn mower.
• Tune up or service your snow
blower.
• Have a proper working shovel and
ice-melt (or sand) handy.
Check your house foundation.
• Seal any cracks in foundation.
(Mice can slip into small spaces,
and they’ll be looking for a warm
place to winter!)
• Secure crawl space entrances.
Install smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors.
• State law requires that smoke
detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors be located within 10
feet of each room lawfully used

for a sleeping purpose. Check the
manufacturer’s expiration date on
carbon monoxide detectors -- they
usually expire after seven years.
It’s always good to have a fire
extinguisher on hand; but if it’s
over 10 years old, replace it.
Check the batteries in your smoke
and carbon monoxide detectors.

Prevent plumbing from freezing.
• Drain all garden hoses, and get your
in-ground sprinkler system blown
out to prevent it from freezing.
• Turn off and drain exterior faucets.
• Locate and label the water shut-off
valves in case of an emergency.
Prepare an emergency kit.
• Have flashlight and extra batteries
handy in case of a power outage.
• Find the utility company number,
and enter it into your phone.
• To protect your computer and
sensitive documents, have a
battery backup ready.
• In your emergency kit, make sure
to include non-perishable food
supplies, bottled water, shoes, and
blankets.

Prepare septic system for winter to prevent freezing
As some of us have learned the hard way, a cold
winter combined with a lack a snow can cause freezing
of onsite septic systems. And if we see little snow accumulations this winter, this could be a potential issue:
When the temperatures drop, and no doubt they will,
and this combines with a lack of snow, it’s a prime
situation for septic system freeze-ups. Hopefully,
Mother Nature will be on our side when it comes to
snow… but just in case:

Prevent septic system freezing
A good insulator for septic system drainfields and
septic tanks is a layer of mulch (straw, leaves, or hay)
eight to 12 inches deep over the entire system including piping, tanks, and drainfield. If your system is already frozen, do not place this layer over it because it
will take longer to thaw.
Compacted snow and compacted soil does not insulate very well. Driving any type of equipment over
the system compacts snow and soil and sends the frost
down deeper . Cars, trucks, ATVs, and livestock should
stay off the system all year long, but especially in the
winter. A general rule is to not drive anything larger
than a lawn tractor on any part of a septic system.
A lack of plant cover is also a problem; this is mainly an issue for newly installed systems late in the year
with little time to establish a vegetative cover. Allowing grass to grow an extra six inches longer over all
parts of the system at the end of the summer will give
a little extra insulation during with winter months.
Freezing can occur with irregular use of a system
or when homes are unoccupied for extended periods of
time. Plan accordingly by having someone routinely
run warm water in your home. Spread out your laundry to one load per day utilizing warm/hot water, take
hot baths, and run the dishwasher. However, don’t
leave the water running all the time -- this will hydraulically overload the system.
Leaking plumbing fixtures and high-efficiency furnace drips can also be a problem. The idea is to keep
small trickles of water from entering the pipes, because
this slow-moving, thin film of water can freeze within
the pipe and eventually cause it to freeze solid. This
water from high-efficiency furnaces amounts to about
five to ten gallons per day on a cold day. This water is
clean, not considered sewage. and should be diverted
away from floor drains. A better choice is to have it
drain into a sump basket, or install a small condensate
pump that holds and discharges two gallons per cycle.
If your septic system freezes
If you find yourself in a situation of a frozen septic
system or pipes, it is advisable to contact a licensed
septic professional. The MPCA website has a search
tool for finding certified professionals in your area.
Search the Internet for “MPCA SSTS licensed business search.”
It is important to find out why and where the sys-

tem froze to get the root of the problem. Is it simply a
lack of snow cover/insulation? Or is it a larger issue
that needs to be fixed to prevent freezing in the future?
There are four major areas where freeze ups occur:
* The pipe from the house to the tank: If this
is the area of freezing, there are two major causes -- a
low waste water generating device (such as a high efficiency furnace) or an improperly sloped pipe leading
to the septic tank.
* The septic tank or pump tank: If the tank
freezes, the baffles could be damaged and should be
checked or repaired. Once it has thawed out, the tank
itself should also be checked for cracks. Insulating
can be done by using Styrofoam that is designed to be
buried. It can be placed on the tank by removing the
soil and adding one to three inches of Styrofoam and
replacing the soil cover. If there is a pump on your
system, the floats should be checked for damage and
operate as necessary. The pump should always be accessible, and it may be necessary to bring the access to
the surface by installing a riser. Risers should always
have insulated lids, and be installed in a way to prevent
unauthorized access.
* The pipe to the absorption field: If this has
frozen, the remedies are similar to the pipe from the

house to the tank freezing. In addition, if you have a
pump system, it is important that the pipe have drainback. Drainback is the flow of water from the pipe
draining back into the tank; after the pump shuts off, it
should drain back through a weep hole. Two common
problems are pump tanks with check valves (which do
not allow drainback) and pumping systems designed
to drainback through the pump.
* The absorption field (mound, trench, bed, et cetera): If the absorption field is frozen, the system can
sometimes be jetted out with a high temperature water
or steamer. If the sewage comes to the surface in the
winter, this creates a health risk to people or animals
that come in contact with it. If this is the case, the situation should be fixed as soon as possible -- it may be
as simple as additional topsoil or as complicated as an
extensive repair.
There are a few things that one should never do
to thaw out a septic system. Never add antifreeze or
salt. Never pump raw sewage onto the ground or into
a ditch, and never start a fire over the system to thaw
it.
Information for this article supplied by U of M, and
MPCA
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Family Fall bucket list

By Sara Wagner – University of Minnesota
Scott County Extension 4-H Program Coordinator
I have three young children who are always on the move. The other day at a
neighborhood party, one of the dads reminded me to enjoy this stage… that before
I would know it, I’d be packing them up for college. This made me stop and really
think about the time that I spend with my kids.
I want to make sure that we are making memories, but also putting a little education in our adventures. Each season, our family sits down and makes our “Family
Bucket List” of things that we want to make sure we find time to do. Some things
on our list need a little more planning and money than others, but many are free and
just… happen. The kids have fun on Sunday nights going over the list with their
highlighters and marking off things we have done as we talk about the highlight
from the adventure and something we learned from that experience. I even try to
remember my camera so we have some fun photos to put on our family calendar to
look at next year.
Being an educator, there is often a hidden message I am trying to teach my children by doing activities like this. I am helping my kids to develop short term and
long term goals. We talk about what we need to do to be able to cross items off our
list. Sometimes we need to be persuasive to talk another family member into wanting to do one of the items. For some of our bigger adventures, we discuss how we
are going to save money to be able to pay for them. We also include things on our
list for each child that allows for one-on-one time with Mom or Dad.
This is a great way to bring your family together and have some fun. Here is an
example of our “Fall Bucket List.” Have a fun fall… and we would love to see your
“Family Fall Bucket List” pictures on Facebook at Scott County 4-H!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Read a book by the fire
Tailgate at a football game or go to a high school football game
Play a game of football
Go apple picking, and make apple crisp or pies
Go on a nature hike and crunch in the leaves
Geocache
Make a scarecrow
Watch “Hocus Pocus”
Visit a farmers market
Bake pumpkin bread
Sip apple cider
Share a scary story by the bonfire
Wear dark nail polish
Splash in puddles
Rake leaves for a neighbor
Go to a pumpkin patch… carve a pumpkin
Get lost in a corn maze
Make a scarecrow with
Ride on a haunted hayride
your family, or decorate
Decorate the front stoop for fall
the front stoop for fall.
Make dinner in a crock pot
Make fancy caramel apples
Host a chili cook-off with the neighbors
Go to a Halloween party
Trick-or-treat
Go horseback riding
Give thanks
Donate to the local food bank
Visit the zoo
Take a fall family photo in a pile of leaves
Scenic drive
Go apple picking and
Go to a park
make caramel apples
Face painting
or apple crisp.

Volunteers needed for 4-H programs
The Scott County 4-H Program is
looking for new volunteers to help lead
the 4-H program. To be a 4-H volunteer, you need to be caring, dedicated,
and love working with kids. Volunteering in 4-H is based upon relationships
that are developed with caring adults.
Currently, the Scott County 4-H Program has over 120 outstanding screened
volunteers that help lead the program,
serving as club contact leaders, project
leaders, and adventure leaders.
Almost everyone has a hobby, and
hopefully you would like to share your
hobby with the local youth in your area.
There are many different areas in which
you can volunteer, including aerospace,
shooting sports, quilting, foods, crafts,
dog, scrapbooking, robotics, horse,
photography, wood working -- the list
goes on and on. The Scott County 4-H
Program would like help leading project
based workshops and events where kids
can explore the different project areas
through the expertise of volunteers in

Teach youth a new skill.

their local area.
If you think that you would like to
be a part of one of the most promising
and satisfying youth programs around,
then don’t hesitate to sign up to be a 4-H
volunteer. We are also looking for high
school students or adults who would
like to volunteer at the Extension Office in Jordan to help prep for programs,
stuff envelopes and folders, or help with
any other jobs that will help prepare for
upcoming programs. If you’re interested, call Sara at (952) 492-5388 for more
information or to sign up!

Bake a pie, sew PJs, make
a fairy garden during
4-H project mornings
Would you like to learn more about
4-H and explore some of its different
project areas? Join Scott County 4-H
on the second Saturday of each month
at the Scott County Extension Office in
Jordan to explore and learn more about
4-H and complete a project. Each workshop is held from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and
will be led by 4-H staff, screened volunteers, and teen leaders. We will play
games, learn about a project area, make
a project that can be exhibited at the
2016 Scott County Fair next July, enjoy
a healthy snack, and have fun with our
friends. For more information or to register, contact Sara Wagner at (952) 4925388 or dunc0088@umn.edu. Parents
are invited to stay, take pictures, and
even help, but are welcome to leave and
come back at the end of the workshop.
Saturday, November 14; 9 – noon.
Pie Baking Fun -- Are you getting ready
for the holidays? Join us for a morning
of cooking fun! Each participant will
make their own pie to take home and
bake. We will be making Thanksgiving crafts, playing games, and having
a great time with our 4-H friends. We
will also be exploring the Food Review,
Food Preservation, and Food Nutrition
project areas and talking about possible
projects that you can bring to the Fair.
Cost is $5 for 4-H members and $10
for friends.
Saturday, December 12; 9 – noon.
Sewing Fun -- We will be exploring the

Clothing and
Textile project
area by looking at sewing
projects and
purchased garment projects
Learn to make a pie. exhibited by
4-H
members. We will also be sewing a pair of
cotton/fleece PJ pants that can be exhibited at the 2016 County Fair. Please
register early so we can send you further
information (extra supplies may need
to be purchased). We will also play
games, sing songs, and enjoy a healthy
snack. This is open to both boys and
girls, and we do encourage parents to
participate. Sewing machines will be
provided, but feel free to bring your
own. Price and supplies needed will be
announced at a later date.
2016 dates/themes (subject to
change)
Saturday, January 9; 9-noon,
Woodworking
Saturday, February 13; 9-noon,
Performing Arts and Demonstrations
Saturday, March 12; 9-noon, Indoor
Flower Gardening - Fairy and Rock
Gardens
Saturday, April 9; 9-noon, Exploring
Animals/Pets
Saturday, May 13; 9-noon, Exploring
Photography - How to put together a
4-H Display

4-H awards scholarships

The Minnesota State Fair is a great
place to see animals, 4-H projects, and
eat yourself into a food coma, but underneath all the fun and excitement of
the fair is an opportunity for 4-Hers to
move onto higher education with the
help of several scholarships through the
Minnesota 4-H Foundation, Minnesota
Livestock Breeders Association, and the
Minnesota State Fair.
Our very own 4-Her, Nick Pitlick,
son of Pat and Shelly Pitlick of Jordan,
was awarded over $3,000 in scholarships to help as he pursues his Bachelor

of Science degree
at the University of
Minnesota in PreVeterinary Medicine. Nick was also
awarded a $350
scholarship through
the Scott County
4-H Auction ScholNick Pitlick
arship Fund.
For more information on how to join
4-H or other opportunities for scholarships, please contact Katie via e-mail at
schne616@umn.edu or (952) 492-5384.

Top 10 reasons to join 4-H

1. There something for everyone!
Aerospace to zoology, and from
goldfish to cattle, youth can find a
variety of activities to enjoy within
Scott County 4-H. 4-H also has
leasing opportunities so all youth
can experience showing animals.
2. Make new friends! 4-H is a great
place to meet new friends and
to learn about other cultures and
lifestyles.
3. Learning is fun! 4-H uses
experiential learning! 4-Hers work
hands on to learn about leadership,
projects, and technology.
4. Camp is totally awesome!
4-H offers various camps and
leadership retreats across the state.
5. Be active! 4-H is always moving,
from swimming at camp to
learning parliamentary procedures.
You’ll always find a place within
4-H.
6. Cows, crafts, and cooking, oh
my! The Scott County Fair is a
great opportunity for everyone
involved in 4-H to come together
to show their projects and build
camaraderie with other 4-Hers.

7. Volunteers
are the
heart
of our
program.
Parents and
volunteers
work
together
to bring
new and great ideas to partner with
youth in various capacities of 4-H.
8. Family events! Everyone in
your family can be involved. 4-H
youth range from Cloverbuds
K-2nd grade, and traditional 4-H
for grades 3 to one year post high
school.
9. Explore your interests. Like
fashion, robots, or even horses?
4-H has an activity for you!
10. 4-H will be unforgettable!
Memories and friendships made
will last a lifetime.

For more information on how to join
4-H, please contact Katie via e-mail at
schne616@umn.edu or (952) 492-5384.
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Scott SWCD names 2015 Conservation Leaders
Since 2011, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) has been recognizing Scott County
Conservation Leaders in four categories. This year’s
award winners, chosen for their community involvement, leadership, and conservation efforts, were honored after the August SWCD Board of Supervisors
meeting.

Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
(PLSLWD), Government
(Overall Scott County Winner)
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District is the
2015 Conservation Leader of the Year and the winner in the award’s government category. One of four
watersheds in Scott County, PLSLWD spans 42 square
miles, including 14 major water bodies, 730 wetlands
and one county ditch; among their accomplishments:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restoring and enhancing a wetland as part of a
large highway project at County Roads 12 and 17
to protect
Managing the seven-mile Prior Lake Outlet
Channel, which transports water away from
landlocked Spring and Prior Lakes
Installing Iron-Enhanced Sand Filters to capture
phosphorus around area lakes
Constructing and maintaining the County Ditch
13 Ferric Chloride Facility to capture phosphorus
from rural areas to protect Spring Lake
Applying aluminum sulfate to blanket
phosphorus already in Spring Lake
Evaluating and monitoring water quality, flow,
precipitation, and aquatic vegetation on local
lakes and streams
Managing a regional stormwater flood study
Enhancing a wetland and installing an ironenhanced sand filter to protect Lower Prior Lake
at Fish Point Park

PLSLWD’s partnerships include outreach activities
through the Scott Clean Water Education Program; the
Blue Thumb Shoreline and Raingarden Program; Subwatershed Analysis of Spring Lake and Upper Prior
Lake; the Farmer-Led Council; Citizens Advisory
Committee; Prior Lake and Spring Lake Association;
Outlet Channel Cooperators; City of Prior Lake; local sportsmen’s clubs and many others. The watershed
district also offers a technical assistance and cost-share
program to encourage ag, commercial and residential
environmental improvement projects. Of the more
visible efforts are the rough fish/carp removal tournaments, lakeshore property management outreach programs, watershed awareness and outreach and local
lake clean-up events.
The watershed district is also a finalist for the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Community Conservationist Award, whose winner will be announced
at the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ annual convention in December.
Jim and Chris Schwingler, Agriculture
In the heart of St. Lawrence Township bluff country,
Jim and Chris Schwingler’s property is near the Minnesota River and a DNR-protected wetland. They’ve
worked with Scott SWCD staff on a number of projects geared toward reducing soil erosion, improving
water quality and providing enhanced habitat areas.
These projects have included water and sediment
control basins, grade stabilization structures, grassed
waterways, tree plantings and wildlife food plots. The
Schwinglers also use no-till practices, including cover
crops, on highly erodible crop fields. Most recently,

Chris and Jim Schwingler (center) received
the SWCD Conservation Award in agriculture..
Presenting the award were SWCD Chair Linda
Brown and Supervisor Doug Schoenecker.

The Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) was recognized as the 2015 Conservation
Leader in the government and overall categories. Accepting the award from Scott SWCD Chair Linda
Brown (second from left) and SWCD Supervisor Doug Schoenecker (far right) were PLSLWD Chair
Curt Hennes, Administrator Diane Lynch, Water Resource Specialist Jaime Rockney, Citizens Advisory
Committee member Elizabeth Schramm, and Board Manager Marianne Breitbach.

they worked with Scott SWCD staff on repairing older
structures that sustained damage during the June 2014
floods.
Active in their community, Jim and Chris were
Scott County’s choice for Outstanding Conservationists of the Year in 2010 and will once again be the local
nominee honored statewide in December. Jim served
as Scott SWCD Supervisor from 1995-2010; Chris has
been a volunteer rain gauge monitor for the state climatology office since 1997.

Liviji (center) and Doug (not pictured) Carlson
were awarded the Conservation Leader Award
for urban/lakeshore landowners. Presenting the
award were SWCD Supervisors Linda Brown and
Doug Schoenecker.

Doug and Livija Carlson, Urban/Lakeshore
Doug (not pictured) and Liviji Carlson are just a
stone’s throw from Porter Creek and believe in taking care of the quality of water flowing through their
property. Living in Sand Creek Township, the couple
is the Conservation Leader winner in the urban/lakeshore category.
Because of the steep hillsides, the Carlsons have experienced extreme bluff erosion through the years. To
combat this destruction, they’ve worked with the Scott
SWCD staff in repairing and stabilizing eroding banks
along Porter Creek. They also planted 2.5 acres of a
riparian forested buffer (1,000 seedlings) to put an end
to soil erosion. They purchased the bur and red oak,
red osier dogwood, hackberry, and basswood seedlings for this project through the annual Scott SWCD
tree program. Their property also includes many native plantings that attract pollinators and wildlife.
Most recently, they worked with Scott SWCD staff
on stabilizing a hillside with 65 lineal feet of lined waterway, which now conveys runoff from a culvert to
the floodplain of Porter Creek. In this project, groundwater seeps were also addressed using a sand envelope
and tile line.
Scott County Pheasants Forever Chapter,
Organization
For almost 30 years, Scott SWCD staff and Scott
County Pheasants Forever members have been assisting landowners plant food plots for pheasants and other wildlife in the area. This past year, more than 250
acres of corn, soybeans, and sorghum were planted,
a 47 percent increase in areas in the past five years
alone. The seed is purchased and donated by the chapter, and Scott SWCD staff handles the distribution to
landowners.
The local chapter, chartered nationally in 1987, has
also supported a number of county-wide educational
efforts, sponsoring native prairie workshops, the Conservation Leaders Program and Conservation Days.
Well-respected for its many programs for veterans,
the Scott County Pheasants Forever’s most notable ef-

fort is the Operation Puppies for Soldiers, having donated 18 young dogs to returning veterans who enjoy
hunting wildlife. 2015 was the seventh year of Charlie’s Heroes Hunt, a Pheasants Forever-sponsored
hunt for up to 52 returning Minnesota veterans/hunters. The hunt includes breakfast, snacks, ammunition,
guides, and dogs for the veterans.
Through its Adopt a Soldier Program, individual
members of Pheasants Forever adopt deployed soldiers, communicating encouragement, sending care
packages, and expressing their gratitude to the brave
men and women serving our nation, often fellow hunters and outdoors enthusiasts themselves.
Since 1991, the local chapter and its members have
maintained five miles of roadway around Belle Plaine
and Lydia through the Minnesota Adopt-A-Highway
Program. In addition, Scott County Pheasants Forever
members feed pheasants during the winter and have
nine wildlife management areas (totaling 5,524 acres)
that are open to the public for nature walks, wildlife
viewing, and hunting. Even behind the scenes, the
members help fund local trap-shooting teams and 4-H
shooting sports, and most recently a native prairie
planting at Shakopee High School and Pheasant Feeder Build Days for youth.
Special thanks to Conservation Leaders Program
sponsors:
GOLD ($100) – Bryan Rock Products, Inc; Fish
Lake Sportsmen’s Club; Lions Tap; Scott County
Pheasants Forever; Riverland Bank; and Siwek Lumber; SILVER ($50) – Applied Ecological Services;
Greenhead Turf Management; and M.S. Excavating,
Inc; BRONZE ($25) – Frandsen Bank & Trust; HomeTown Bank; Minnesota Native Landscapes; and Prairie Farm Supply.
If you’d like to nominate a Conservation Leader,
you can complete the nomination form on the Scott
SWCD website www.scottswcd.org. Next year’s finalists will be selected in June 2016.

Colin Krecklau, Mary Dvorak, and Jim Legg,
representing the Scott County Pheasants Forever
Chapter, accepted the Conservation Leaders
Award for organizations.
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Irish ancestors instill a love of the land
Five generations of Irish lineage
have honored the land since homesteading in Spring Lake Township in
1862. With that kind of history, you are
bound to end up with some residual effect. John Hickey owns 150 acres of
the original farm – with tillable, native
prairie, wetland, and woodland areas. A
stroll around his property reminds John
of this history every day, from the towering red pine trees his father planted
near the home he shares with his wife
Michelle, to the golden hillsides that
overlook the serene wetlands that benefit local waterfowl.
When John bought this land from his
siblings 15 years ago, he saw the many
possibilities… but what also caught his
eye were the warning signs for possible
ravine and sediment problems. In spite
of their beauty, the steep slopes and hillsides on the site also meant gullying.
Soil from the crop fields during heavy
rains began filling the wetland areas
that eventually connect with the Credit
River.
“My grandfather and father bought
this land from their siblings and somehow I was compelled to follow their example,” Hickey noted. “My father was a
farmer at heart, a gentleman farmer who
studied animal husbandry at the University of Minnesota. Even though he ran a
printing company in Saint Paul, he tried
to make a go on the land. He once started a dairy operation after being inspired
on a trip to Ireland with the family, and
even attempted to graze steers on the
property. Neither enterprise lasted long,
but his love of the land was apparent.”
That’s probably why John also consid-

ers the possibilities for improvement on
his land. He gets his sense of something
much bigger than ownership, driven
by determination, love of nature, and
curiosity.
“I’ve planted some alfalfa and am
experimenting with planting flaxseed,”
he noted. An owner of Smyth Companies, a family printing business since
1900, John admits he is not a farmer, but
with the help of a friend has acquired
the basic necessary equipment to hay
and harvest whatever they plant. He
used to rent out the farmable areas for
corn and bean rotations before considering the idea of planting native prairie,
not only for its beauty but for its ability
to keep hillsides intact.
About six years ago, John began noticing very steep hillsides were eroding
next to wetlands, so he planted almost
eight acres of native switchgrass filter
strips along the wetlands.
While building his home on the property, he connected with Alyssa Alness,
native prairie contact with the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District in Jordan. They talked about converting some
of the gullying and non-producing crop
areas to native prairie back in 2013.
Twenty-eight acres and three years later,
the prairie is flourishing with colorful,
pollinator-attracting native grasses and
wildflowers. Because of the hardiness
and deep roots of these native plants, the
maintenance is quite minimal. And the
gullying is no longer occurring, because
the soil underneath the plants is staying
in place.
And numbers speak volumes! Soil
loss before the prairie was almost 500

SWCD hires new technician to
help with erosion control efforts

Meghan Zenner has hit the ground
running since joining the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
staff as District Technician in March.
She wears many hats, both in the office and out in the field, and many will
recognize her as one of the Blue Thumb
Raingarden Workshop presenters. Following the workshops, she and other
staff help walk landowners through the
process, from planning to planting their
raingardens. She also oversees the Rain
Gauge Monitoring Program for the State
Climatology Office, currently working
with eight volunteers who monitor precipitation daily from various locations
throughout Scott County.
A native of Duluth, Meghan earned
her bachelor’s degree in biology from
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter.
“I am getting my bearings and becoming familiar with major roads,
lakes, farms, cities, and conservation
projects in the County,” Meghan said. “I
like meeting and visiting with landowners about conservation goals on their
properties. And I’m learning new things
every day, which is exciting!”
A big part of her role at the District is
inspecting sites for possible erosion concerns, including new construction sites.
Meghan’s goal is to help protect natural
resources from sedimentation with silt
fencing, bio-logs, and other perimeter
controls. She is always on the lookout
for exposed soils on cropland too, ensuring they are seeded or mulched in a
timely manner. She welcomes questions
from both landowners and contractors.
Meghan enjoys surveying and conducting reviews on various projects in
Scott County. “It’s especially interesting
to analyze existing land practices after
the 2014 flood damage,” she pointed
out. “Mother Nature can be very destructive sometimes, yet we’re finding
that many of our projects withstood the

Meghan Zenner teaches raingarden
workshops, monitors rainfall, and
works with landowners to prevent
soil erosion.

torrential rains with little to no lasting
damage. But in extreme cases of gullying, we want landowners to know we
are their connection when repairs are
needed.” Because Scott County was
one of 30 counties to receive Disaster
Relief Assistance. Meghan assists other
staff members collect and analyze data
from specific site assessments to determine funding assistance if landowners
are eligible.
Meghan is certified as a Construction Installer and a Wildland Firefighter.
She, along with staff members Alyssa
Alness and Collin Schoenecker, is also
in the process of becoming certified in
Conservation Planning through NRCS.
She can be reached at the Scott SWCD
office in Jordan by calling (952) 4925424 or via e-mail at mzenner@co.scott.
mn.us.

John Hickey worked with Scott Soil and Water Conservation District and
established a 28-acre prairie that is flourishing with colorful, pollinatorattracting native grasses and wildflowers. The restored prairie prevents
nearly 500 tons of soil loss per year.

tons a year. After the prairie was planted, that number dropped to seven tons.
With the prairie up and flourishing,
John is now concentrating his efforts
on his trees. “I love the woodlands and
try to improve the woods by removing
old trees and letting young native trees
grow. Every day I’m on the property is
really a joy because I can feel the connection with the past,” he said.
“This is my ‘LIFETIME Fitness,’”
John joked. “I call it chainsaw yoga,”
even though Michelle worries when
he heads out to the woods with chainsaw and clippers in hand. His goal is to
eventually connect all woodland areas,
taking down aging basswood to allow
for the oak canopy to take hold once
again. And when canvassing the forested areas, John keeps a lookout for the
ever-invasive, troublesome buckthorn.
He’s discovered that it grows heaviest
next to dead elm trees, so that makes his
work at eliminating it less random.
“I feel I make a difference by investing my time and energy in one square
acre at a time and do what I can to improve it, whether it’s identifying and
removing invasive species, re-engineering a particular woodland area, or just
identifying cool new stuff that could
be replanted elsewhere on the property,” he explained. “I’m trying to open
up the canopy for elm, hackberry, oak,
black cherry, sugar maple, and cottonwoods growing thick in many areas.”
John remembers planting many of the
20-year-old black walnut, red and white
pine, and white spruce with his siblings.
Some of these trees now stand up to
40 feet tall… and many of these trees
were purchased as seedlings through the
Scott SWCD’s program.
And it’s not just about the trees. It’s
about the wildlife who find a welcoming habitat on the rolling acreage and
eight wetlands, including deer, coyote,
possum, raccoons, great horned owls,
red tail hawks, eagles, turkey buzzards,
muskrats, mink, and pileated wood-

peckers, to name a few. “It’s like a theater out there!”
Because protecting these animals
and keeping their surroundings as natural as possible is important to him, John
reached out to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and restored his first wetland
back in 2002. Since that time, seven
other wetlands -- some former cropland
-- have been injected with new life. That
was 25 acres and more than 13 years
ago.
Why is conservation so important
to John? “I’ve always been interested
in the unwritten plan nature seems to
have,” he summed up. “I learned an
appreciation for conservation as a Boy
Scout and liked doing things that improved the environment. I learned that
nature is incredibly reactive to even a
small amount of positive help from us
because, over the long haul, nature can
leverage our efforts a thousand-fold. I
find it extremely rewarding. When you
‘dance’ with nature, we all win.” With
nature as his partner, John hopes his ancestors would be pleased if they could
see the homestead today.

Eight wetlands have been restored
on the Hickey property.

Volunteer rain gauge monitors needed

Scott County currently has eight volunteer rain gauge monitors, but the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is looking for additional
volunteers in the Shakopee, Savage, Jackson/Louisville Township, and Cedar
Lake Township areas. Monitors send daily readings to the District on a monthly basis (all envelopes, postage, and necessary forms are provided).
If you would like more information regarding our Rain Gauge Monitoring program or would like to volunteer, please call Meghan Zenner at (952)
492-5424.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

SWCD tree program underway;
native plant plugs added
Believe it or not, the 2016 Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District’s annual tree sale has begun! This is always
a great opportunity for residents to add
high quality, low-cost natural plantings
to their yards or acreage. In addition to
32 varieties of young coniferous and deciduous seedlings, this year’s sale will
feature native plant plug kits for sunny,
shady, and wet areas. The plug kits (36
plants, six to eight varieties per kit) will
allow for quicker plant establishment
and enjoyment. Rain barrels, native
seed mixes, and tree supplies (mats,
spades, and marking flags) will be sold.
And for the second year, back by popular demand, Scott SWCD is offering
the “Backyard Bundle,” a great choice
for residents who live in the city or on
smaller rural lots. It includes five different varieties in one bundle of 25, including Paper Birch, Black Hills Spruce,
Highbush Cranberry, Serviceberry and
Red Osier Dogwood. All other varieties
are sold in bundles of 25.
This year’s sale once again includes
smaller seedlings and lower prices. Lo-

cal forestry experts
and our long-time
customers
have
found that smaller
stock grows faster,
is easier to plant,
and has a higher
survival rate. All
varieties thrive in
Minnesota’s various soil types and climate. The sale began this month and
continues through April 2016, at which
time customers may pick up their prepaid orders and buy smaller bundles of
any remaining seedlings at the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan.
Call the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail
to dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us if you’d like
to receive 2016 tree materials. Like
last year, you may send your order to
the Scott SWCD Office, 7151 190
St W, Suite 125, Jordan. Or you may
complete your entire order online. To
get started, visit www.scottswcd.org
for order forms, photos, and sale item
descriptions.

Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Veterans eligible for transit services

Scott County Veterans Service provides transportation to the Minneapolis VA
Medical Center (VAMC), Federal Building at Fort Snelling and VA Clinic in Shakopee for veterans who are unable to drive themselves. This is a free service. Our
bus makes one trip each day Monday through Thursday. Appointments need to be
scheduled between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Our bus can accommodate 12 passengers
and two wheel chairs or one power scooter.
Veterans riding the bus can utilize the benefits of the VA Hospital and not worry
about fighting the traffic; they will be picked up from their home and dropped off
directly at the hospital. In addition, many of the riders enjoy socializing with the
other veterans, either on the bus or at the VA between appointments. Only Scott
County veterans and their spouses (provided space is available) can ride. Rides
home will be upon completion of the last appointment.
Our current bus driver is Greg Swanson, who has been driving the bus for almost 14 years. Greg is a US Navy veteran, and really enjoys doing this because
he’s “… helping other veterans.” Often, Greg and our other drivers like to stop and
visit patients at the VA Hospital. (If you know of a veteran currently admitted to
the VA hospital, call our office and we’ll forward this information to the drivers.)
Greg’s years of experience have made him quite knowledgeable about locations of
appointments, which is helpful to someone who is not familiar with the hospital.
He waits in the Drivers Lounge in case anyone needs assistance. We’re extremely
fortunate to have Greg driving our veterans to the VA Hospital!
To schedule a ride to the VAMC on the Scott County veteran’s bus:
• After scheduling your appointment, call us at (952) 496-8176 to schedule
a ride. (Call us immediately if your appointment is changed or cancelled.)
• We need to know if a spouse will be riding with you, so please tell us
when scheduling the ride.
• Call the work day before your appointment between noon and 3:00 p.m.
This is to confirm your appointment is still as scheduled and we will give
you a pick up time for the following day. We do not call you.

Our annual “Thank a Veteran” lunch will be held again for all Scott County
veterans on Tuesday, Nov. 3 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Law Enforcement
Center Conference Room 241. Please call Scott County Veterans Service with any
questions at (952) 496-8176.

Greg Swanson is an experienced driver for Scott County Veterans Services.
He and other drivers will often visit patients at the VA Hospital while they are
waiting for passengers to complete their appointments.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Prepare for fire emergencies

Fire Prevention Week is an opportunity for everyone to assume personal responsibility and prepare before the threat exists to help ensure your home is ready
in case of a fire. If you have never prepared your home for a fire emergency, there
is good news. Preparing a plan for a home fire is relatively simple and won’t take
a lot of time.
Most people don’t believe they will be a victim of a house fire, but the fact is
there are more house fires than most would believe. According to the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), in 2013 alone U.S. fire departments responded to
about 369,500 home structure fires… and among them all, there were 2,755 deaths,
12,200 injuries, and over $7 billion in damages. Those numbers are huge. About
as many people die in home fires every year as died in New York City during the
September 11 attacks.
The number of home structure fires is also staggering at 369,500; to put that in
perspective, that is roughly the number of homes in Scott County and South Dakota combined, and that was only one year’s comparison!
Perhaps the scariest fact associated with home fires is that half of all home fire
deaths occur between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., when most people are asleep. While only
20 percent of home fires happen during these hours, the ones that do are far more
deadly than the home fires which occur during the day. Many of those deaths could
have been avoided had those homes been equipped with a working smoke alarm.
Having a working smoke alarm with fresh, functional batteries is the easiest
and most effective way to reduce the risk of dying in a structure fire. The batteries should be changed at least twice per year, and this
is an inexpensive way to help preserve your safety. The
small step of having that working smoke alarm cuts the
risk of dying in a home fire by over 50 percent. Please
make sure your home and its inhabitants are protected
24 hours per day by obtaining, maintaining, and testing
your smoke alarms.
If you hear your smoke alarm, you should immediately think of leaving the building. A fire is an Having a working
smoke alarm is the
emergency, and like most emergencies, your house- most effective way to
hold should have an evacuation and reunification plan. reduce the risk of dying
Make sure everyone in the home is aware of primary in a structure fire.
and secondary ways to get out of any room in your
house. Ensure they also know where to go if an evacuation of the home is ever
warranted. Once you have identified the evacuation points and meeting points,
practice your plan so every member of your household is on the exact same page.
Finally, be safe. Whether you are using a candle, your fireplace, or striking a
match, you need to respect the fact that it is a fire you are handling. One poorly
cleaned chimney or tipped candle can be the cause of your home fire. Regardless
of how small you may view the fire, always respect the danger it could present.

On another note…

This will be my last article for the SCENE. I am retiring at the end of October,
and will be enjoying the next phase of life. I’ve learned a great deal, and have been
fortunate to have met and worked with some great people during my time here. I
will always be grateful for the opportunity the Scott County Sheriff’s Office and
Sheriff Studnicka provided me. The men and women involved in public safety
here in Scott County are a truly dedicated group; I’ve personally seen numerous
examples of the dedication these professionals display through training, planning,
exercises, and plain old hard work. Knowing these folks are in our communities
working to make our lives safer makes me proud to have been a small part of this
group. Stay safe everyone!

Golf tournament
formance, “What impressed me about the
program was the ability of the presenters to
engage and bring out participation in this
audience who already are distrustful and
skeptical of anything being told to them.
They (Climb Theater) are very good at what
they do.”
Last year, the Task Force took the interactive quality of its educational programming a step further. Area high schools were
encouraged to participate in the Task Force’s
first-ever film contest (with a cash prize for
the winner). Commissioner Marschall said,
“The Task Force saw a lot of enthusiasm
when there was an invitation for kids to
participate,” and that “all submissions were
different, and all were very well done.” And
while it was hard for the Task Force to pick
just one winner, they ultimately chose Prior
Lake High School; however, all videos were
shared in not only the schools that submitted, but other area schools. The films were
well received.
What couldn’t have been a more perfect
day for 18 holes of golf was followed by a
catered meal and a social and awards hour.
There was also a lively auction and a raffle
drawing with a wide variety of fun prizes. Just like the origins of the Scott County
Task Force, the tournament has seen support
from many employees and owners of local

From page 3

businesses, local government employees,
police departments, fire departments, teachers and educational administrators, health
care workers, local law practices, and other
County supporters.
Danny Bouavichitch, a firefighter and
police officer in Savage, was in his second
year at the tournament. He said that he was
“… here to support a cause that has worked
well in the County and with local law enforcement agencies. And to also enjoy a
good day of golf.” County employee Jolynn
Spaeth has been a regular in the tournament,
and said she was originally supportive of it
because “… having a young daughter at the
time, I was impressed with the educational
programming the Task Force was doing in
the schools, and could see the positive effects it was having on youth like my daughter.” Jolynn has also seen the tournament
grow. “There are now more women golfers
then when I first started, so that has been
cool to see,” she said.
The tournament has grown beyond the
County too, as others from the surrounding
metro area’s businesses and governments
participated. All agree that the golf tournament is a smoothly run and enjoyable day,
and it’s something that everyone should consider participating in next year – which will
signify the tournament’s 10th anniversary!
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all,
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty
clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited
resources.” So watch this page for current and future information from us and
our many SCALE partners!

From Elko
New Market:

Survey indicates City ranks
in top 10 percent of Metro
area for Quality of Life
The City of Elko New Market recently announced the results of its 2015
Community Survey, conducted on behalf of the city by The Morris Leatherman Company. The results indicate the
south-metro city’s 4,400 residents find
the city to provide excellent services,
facilities, and activities, as well as an
overall quality of life. Relative to other
Twin Cities metro and exurban communities surveyed by the research company, Elko New Market ranks among the
highest in several categories.
The report of survey findings said,
“Elko New Market residents have become more engaged and enthusiastic
about their city and its services. While
favorable ratings have improved from
the 2012 study, the key change is the
large increase of ‘excellent’ ratings on
numerous questions…With the ‘city
booster’ percentage at 23 percent, more
than twice the suburban norm, the reservoir of goodwill has been expanded;
this will continue to serve decision makers very well as new issues are encountered and hard decisions must be made.
It is clear from the results, the city council and staff made significant improvements in areas of concern from the 2012
survey. The results of these changes
have made a major positive impact in
the quality of life for residents in Elko
New Market.”
“The survey results provide the public a means to inform the decision-making process, even if residents are not
present when the council votes on a particular issue,” said Thomas Terry, city
administrator. “The city implemented
several changes in the past three years
to improve upon priorities based on the
2012 survey, namely increasing community activities, children’s programming, police coverage, parks improvements and public works investments.
Those changes resulted in improved ratings in the 2015 survey.”
Future Priorities
While the residents seem to be largely pleased with the city, the survey results indicated improvements residents
would like to see, including the addition
of an ice rink, tennis courts, and community center; increased programming

for seniors; and adult and teen sports.
When asked about the most pressing
issue facing the city, 17 percent of respondents stated the “quality of drinking water,” and 15 percent said “lack of
businesses.” Residents who have lived
in the community for 10 to 20 years are
more likely to be troubled by the lack of
businesses in the community.
“The city is addressing residents’
concern over drinking water quality
with the addition of the central water
treatment facility, which will be in operation in early 2016,” Terry said. “Additionally, we are experiencing a high
level of interest in new commercial developments, unlike we’ve seen in the
past five years. We recently completed
the environmental review on 265 acres
in the southeast quadrant of the I35
and County Road 2 interchange, which
brings it closer to a developable stage.”

extending all elected officials’ terms by
one year, upon the ordinance effective
date in April 2016. Residents have 180
days to submit a petition requesting the
change be put to a referendum vote.
The Council also changed the office
of Mayor from a two-year to four-year
term, beginning with the next election
cycle. Thus, the mayor elected in November will elected to a two-year term
(a three-year term once the even-year
election ordinance becomes effective).
Learn more about the upcoming general
election online at www.ShakopeeMN.
gov/elections.

The SMSC will host the annual Turkey
Trot 5K and Kids Fun Run on Nov. 21.

Enjoy fall weather at
annual Turkey Trot

From Shakopee:

Shakopee Police
Department receives 2015
Community Policing Award
In September, the International Association of Chiefs of Police named the
Shakopee Police Department its 2015
recipient of the IACP and Cisco Community Policing Award for communities with populations between 20,001
and 50,000. The prestigious award
honors departments worldwide dedicated to preventing and lowering crime
rates by forging partnerships with their
communities.
“None of this would have been possible if not for
our talented staff
and the partnerships
they’ve
formed in the
community,” said
Shakopee Police
Chief Jeff Tate.
“I truly feel their
efforts in our community outreach initiatives make a difference.”
The Department has a long-standing
history of community-oriented policing that puts relationships and partnerships at the forefront of all it does. “I
love hearing all of the positive feedback
from the community, and our staff deserves to be recognized for its efforts.
The community itself has a large role
in this award as well,” Tate said. “The
continued support we receive from the
community and elected officials makes
our job easier.”
The Shakopee Police Department
will be recognized at the IACP Annual
Conference October 24-27 in Chicago.

City election Nov. 3;
changes coming to
elections, terms of ofﬁce

Nine candidates are seeking three
open seats on the Shakopee City Council during the 2015 General Election on
Tuesday, Nov. 3. Residents will elect
a new mayor (two-year term) and two
City Council seats (four-year terms).
In other election news, the City
Council voted in August to move from
odd-year elections to even years beginning in 2018. After considering two
possible transition timelines, the Council approved the option that would cancel the November 2017 election and

Saturday in October from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The recycling is free for Scott County
residents with valid identification. Call
(952) 403-7030 with any questions.

Many runners dress in costumes.

Register for Jack-o’Lantern 5K and Kids
Pumpkin Run

Don your favorite Halloween costume for a run through Shakopee! The
sixth annual Jack-o’-Lantern 5K and
Kids ½-mile Pumpkin Run returns Saturday, Oct. 24 at the Shakopee Community Center. This popular event includes
prizes for best Halloween costume and
top three male and female finishers.
The 5K starts at 9 a.m. with the
Kids Pumpkin Run to follow. Strollers
are allowed, but must start the race at
the back. Dogs are not allowed on the
course but are welcome to spectate.
Registration for the 5K is $30 through
October 21 and $35 on race day. Kids
run registration is $12 (no day-of registrations). For more information or to
register, visit http://parksandrec.ShakopeeMN.gov.

New senior housing
complex to be built in
Shakopee

In August, the City Council approved a preliminary and final plat for
The Henderson, a 51-unit senior housing complex to be constructed next
to St. Mary’s Church. The three-story
building will have units for independent
seniors. The project is being funded by
the Scott County Community Development Authority.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

Starting at 8 a.m. on Nov. 21, this 5K
event will include a 3.1-mile run through
our scenic golf course, The Meadows at
Mystic Lake. The whole family can join
in the fun! There is a Kids Fun Run at
8:45 a.m. Prize drawings and awards
will be given afterwards to the top three
overall male and female finishers, and
the top finisher in each age group. For
more information, call (952) 445-9400.

Skating lessons registration to begin.

Prepare for winter!

Sign your kids up for ice skating
lessons at Dakotah! Sport and Fitness
(DSF), located at 2100 Trail of Dreams
in Prior Lake. Registration begins Nov.
1. You can also sign up by calling the
front desk at (952) 445-9400, or online
at members.dakotahsport.com. We look
forward to seeing you this fall!

From Prior Lake:

DecemBRRR Dazzle set for
Dec. 4 at Lakefront Park

Prior Lake DecemBRRR Dazzle will
be held Saturday, Dec. 4, from 6 - 8:30
p.m. at Lakefront Park, 5000 Kop Parkway in Prior Lake.
This growing family event draws
hundreds of residents who warm the
usual cold weather by joining in all the
fun and planned activities. Santa and his
reindeer will be on hand for photos with
children in Lakefront Park and many
other events are planned.

Turn to the SMSC for Fall
Chores and Fun
Before winter’s chill sets in, scratch
off everything on your fall fun and to-do
lists with the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC). Trimming
trees or raking up leaves? Drop off your
yard waste at our Organics Recycling
Facility, located at 1905 Canterbury
Road South in Shakopee, for free every

Santa visits DecemBRRR Dazzle.
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Sight in guns Oct. 25, 31 at
SCALE Regional Training Facility
Public Shooting for rifle and shotgun
slug sight-in scheduled at the Regional
Training Facility
With deer hunting season rapidly approaching, the SCALE Regional Training Facility is once again scheduling
the Open Shoot dates in October. The
range use will be monitored by trained
range safety personnel during the public
shooting times.
Public rifle and shotgun slug shooting dates and times are:
• Sunday, October 25, 12 noon – 4
p.m.
• Saturday, October 31, 10 a.m. – 2
p.m.
The fee to use the facility range is
$15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations are not required; check
the RTF website at RTF.co.scott.mn.us
for additional info. For questions or in-

All Scott County residents
Dakotah Roots, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC)
Organics Recycling Facility (ORF),
offers a “Free Yard Waste Drop Off
Program” to all Scott County residents
each Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
during September and October. Acceptable items are leaves, shrubs, brush and
logs, mulch, grass clippings, and other
organics.
The ORF will not accept trash; plastic; rocks; treated, painted, or stained
wood; metal; glass; or any hazardous
materials. Facility managers reserve the
right to reject or ban any load or hauler
that knowingly brings unacceptable
materials to the ORF. SMSC staff regularly tests incoming material for unseen
contaminants, such as herbicides and
other products that could affect compost
quality.
The Dakotah Roots facility is located
at 1905 Canterbury Road in Shakopee
(about 1.4 miles north of the County
Road 42 and Canterbury Road intersection). It is open year round (7 a.m.
to 7 p.m., April through November; and
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., December through
March). During times of the year when
a free drop off program is not occurring,
residents will be charged per ton to drop
off materials (minimum charge of $10
per load). In addition to yard and garden waste, clean organic material such
as household food scraps, wood chips,
straw, sod, landscaping soils, and livestock manure are accepted. Visit www.
smscorf.com for additional details.
Prior Lake, Shakopee, Savage
Residents can take advantage of the

Safety SCENE
By the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

CodeRED provides many benefits

Sign up to get emergency messages for your area

Sight in rifles and shotguns for
hunting season at the training facility.

formation, contact Mike Briese, Facility Manager, at (952) 496-8948 or via
e-mail at mbriese@co.scott.mn.us.

Composting available
through SMSC, some cities

What do you do with your garden debris once your garden has been harvested each fall? Many till in the vines and
leftover plants to boost organic material
and nutrients in the soil for next year’s
growing season. Others add the garden waste to their compost bins. Every
resident of Scott County has some type
of service available to help them manage organic wastes, including branches, leaves, lawn clippings, and garden
debris.
Why? Compost adds organic material to nutrient-depleted soils and is an
excellent soil amendment for plants to
uptake water and nutrients. The composting process kills pathogens and
weed seeds. Most importantly, compost
sites eliminate the need to utilize existing landfill space.
The following is a breakdown of services by City and within the County:
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SMSC’s “Free Yard Waste Drop Off
Program” at the Dakotah Roots facility
in the spring and fall. Dakota Roots is
available year-round as a drop-off site,
but residents should be aware that there
is a $10 minimum charge to drop off
materials during most of the year. There
is no composting site located within the
City of Prior Lake.
New Prague
The yard waste site in New Prague
is located at 1503 Columbus Avenue
North. The compost site is for New
Prague City residents only (i.e., those
who live in the incorporated area of the
City of New Prague and pay city taxes).
The collection site is now open, but not
when it is raining or too wet or in the
winter months. Branches, leaves, lawn
and garden trimmings are accepted, but
no commercial services are available.
Plastic bags must be removed before
adding to the compost pile. To maintain a proper compost site, City staff reminds residents not to leave other types
of refuse at the site. Those who violate
these provisions will be prosecuted.
Belle Plaine
For residents within the city limits of
Belle Plaine, the compost site is located
at 22311 Union Trail. Lawn clippings
and leaves are accepted (please do not
leave plastic bags with your compost
materials); branches are not. The site is
open from sunrise to sunset.
Elko New Market
Currently, there is no compost site
for Elko New Market residents. However, once a year, the City hosts a spring
cleanup event in June. At that time,
residents may drop off their electronics,
mattresses, and other household items
at City Hall for proper disposal (charges
may apply). Also during this event, residents may bundle branches and place
their yard waste by the curb for pickup
at no charge.
Jordan
There is no composting site in Jordan
at this time.

A lot of things have changed in law enforcement since I began my career at the
Scott County Sheriff’s Office in 1991. Back then, there were very few computers
in our main office; today, there are computers everywhere. We have computers
at our desktops, computers in our squad cars, and I even have a computer on my
smartphone. Back in 1991, I’m not sure if the Sheriff’s Office even had a webpage.
Now we have a website, a
Facebook page, and a Twitter page. The way we bring
our services to the public has
changed in ways I could have never imagined when I started.
There have been a lot of technological changes in the past 25 years, and one of
the greatest changes we’ve experienced has been in the ability of our office to reach
you. For a long time, the public could contact us when there is an emergency. But
sometimes there are incidents we are involved with where it becomes important for
us to contact you.
As many of you are aware, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office uses CodeRED
to communicate emergency information to the public. Some people believe CodeRED messages are sent only for weather notifications, but Scott County has used
CodeRED for several incidents -- including evacuating a portion of Blakeley Township during our flooding in June 2014, informing people within a half-mile radius
of a missing four-year old boy, asking a portion of Jordan to shelter-in-place due to
an armed fugitive in their neighborhood, giving updates to the evacuated residents
of the Cardinal Ridge Apartments in Belle Plaine last February, and informing citizens of level 3 offenders who were moving into their area.
There are many other examples of CodeRED being used by our office to share
information and alert citizens to non-weather incidents in their area. But CodeRED
is indeed great at notifying the public of severe weather conditions. This summer our CodeRED system sent out five notifications of thunderstorm warnings to
citizens who have signed up for the service. Weather notifications are sent out to
only those who reside within the National Weather Service’s severe weather warning polygon (which means an individual won’t be notified by CodeRED unless the
weather warning involves their registered location).
CodeRED has proven itself to be a valuable tool at our disposal. As needed, it
allows us to call every phone in the County in less than five minutes. When you
think about that, it’s amazing! But in today’s day and age, it is also critical. When
there is an emergency event in your area, you want -- and often need -- information
quickly, and from a reliable source.
If you are a Scott County resident and haven’t signed up for CodeRED, it is
never too late to do so. You can sign up for CodeRED by visiting www.co.scott.
mn.us and clicking on the “CodeRED” logo. If you have problems finding the logo
or are unable to sign up online, just give our Emergency Management folks a call
at (952) 496-8181 and they will be happy to sign you up.
Technology will continually change, but one thing will undoubtedly remain the
same: our need for clear, accurate information during a crisis or hazardous
event. Right now, CodeRED give us a great resource to get that information to
those who may need it. Make sure you get the information you may need should an
unexpected event occur in your area -- sign up for CodeRED today!

Property owners -- have you
filed your homestead notices?
Your homestead status will affect the
amount of property tax you pay in 2016,
and it may affect your eligibility for a
property tax refund.
Have you purchased or acquired a
property this year? Or was your property previously classified as non-homestead? You must file a homestead application with Scott County on or before December 15, 2015, if one of the
following applies:
• You purchased a property in the
past year and you, or a qualifying
relative, occupy the property for
homestead purposes on December
1, 2015; or
• You, or a qualifying relative,
occupy a property for homestead
purpose on December1, 2015,
and the property was previously
classified as non-homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of
property. For residential property, a
qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent, child, stepchild, grandparent,
grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt,
nephew, or niece of the owner. This relationship may be by blood or marriage.
For agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a child, grandchild,
parent, a sibling or spouse of the owner,

Once you have been granted the
homestead classification, no further
applications are necessary unless
they are specifically requested by the
county assessor.
Applications may be printed from
the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us, or you can apply in person at the Scott County Customer Service Department.
You must also contact the taxation department by December 15,
2015 if you are the property owner, or
a qualifying relative of the property
owner, and the use of the property has
changed during the past year.
If you should sell, move, or for any
reason no longer qualify for the homestead classification, you are required
to notify the County within 30 days
of the change in homestead status. A
form is available in the Taxation Department at the Government Center or
on the County website (www.co.scott.
mn.us) to request the homestead be removed from a property for the next assessment. Failure to notify the county
assessor within this 30-day period is
punishable by recalculation of the tax as
non-homestead; in addition to a penalty
equal to 100 percent of the homestead
benefits.
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SCHS plans Halloween,
Women pioneers
provided call to action Thanksgiving crafts for kids
against domestic abuse
will be served. Presented by the Scott
County Historical Society and Scott
County Library System. Free.

The history of the state of Minnesota
is rich in its emergence of early settlers.
Names such as Hennepin, Nicollet, and
Snelling bring to mind a bygone era of
exploration, the blazing of trails in a
new frontier, and forging a new way of
life. During the lifetime of General Winfield Scott – for whom Scott County is
named -- he would not have imagined
that the thirty three years from 1982 to
2015 would reveal nearly 10,000 identified victims of domestic abuse in his
namesake county.
It would take another type of exploration -- one of discovering inner strength,
endurance, and tenacity -- to be one of
many Minnesota women who were pioneers in their time. They pioneered the
territory of “a call to action,” addressing the cultural issue of domestic abuse.
These women had names like Pence,
Sisson, and Kruschke.
Maxine Kruschke “staked out her
claim” in her home area of Scott and
Carver counties to bring light to the issue she herself lived with and endured
for 28 years. Her call to action was the
need of services for victims of abuse in a
time when conversation about abuse was
still kept a private issue. Maxine knew
what territory she was to explore. She
was to cultivate and establish a domestic
violence victim’s assistance agency for
others who came after her.
So Maxine started The Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women. Lo-

cated in Belle
Plaine, the Alliance serves
victims of domestic abuse in
Scott and Carver counties. It
was pioneering
and often frustrating work…
Maxine Kruschke
blazing trails
through resistance and denial that domestic abuse was an issue in “our community.” On the horizon was a new
way of life for the over 17,500 victims
throughout Scott and Carver counties
who have reached out to The Alliance.
The work of these Minnesota women and many others who shared the
same pioneering spirit and the passion
for justice now leaves a legacy of established, competent, and caring services
that victims of domestic abuse can now
turn to for help. Now that’s the pioneering spirit!

If you or someone you know has
questions or needs assistance with a
domestic abuse issue,
call Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women’s
24-hour confidential phone line at
(952) 873-4214
or visit us on our website at:
www.southernvalleyalliance.org

Library News

Book study takes look at
war’s effect on individuals
families, communities

By Jacob Grussing
Scott County Library Director
One of my favorite books is Going
After Cacciato by Tim O’Brien. The story of soldier Paul Berlin and his squad’s
search for a private who deserts his post
is both darkly humorous and brutally
vivid in its depiction of how war affects
individual soldiers.
I recently revisited the book after
learning Scott County Historical Society and Scott County Library staff had
selected O’Brien’s most famous work,
The Things They Carried, for the Big
Read. But before I could re-read the
book, I needed to find it. I first read it
as an undergraduate in an independent study course on the literature of
the American Experience, and it was a
pleasure to find my copy in a small box
with the dozen or so other books we’d
read that semester: The Bluest Eye, The
House of Mirth, and Love Medicine, to
name only a few. I vaguely remembered
the plots and characters of the other
books, but there was a vivid and immediate recollection of Going After Cacciato. I know why.
Jim Gremmels, a compassionate yet
sharply critical professor in his 45th year
on the English faculty, and I, a mostly
ignorant yet overconfident twenty-twoyear-old, would meet three times a week
in his basement office to argue about
basketball, fiction, and my shoddy writing skills. Our discussions were always
lively and engaging, but with Going
After Cacciato our conversation became far less academic and much more
personal. Jim recalled how, during the

Vietnam War, he had assigned passing
grades to students who hadn’t necessarily earned them because an “F” all but
guaranteed the loss of deferment and a
ticket to Vietnam. He talked about those
he knew who went to Vietnam and never
came back, or who came back changed.
I tried to make sense of the death
of David Day, a Staff Sergeant from
my hometown who had been killed by
a roadside bomb in Baghdad that winter, just as we were reading Going After
Cacciato. Jim invited student, staff, and
faculty veterans, from the Korean War
up through Iraq, to join our discussions.
Suddenly, we were no longer just talking about some book; rather, the book
had launched us into a conversation
about war’s effects on individuals, families, and communities. Looking back,
having the opportunity to honor those
veterans by listening to their stories is
one of the more meaningful experiences
of my life. In the end, I didn’t bother to
re-read the book because the impact of
reading it for the first time and discussing it with others is indelible.
The subject of The Things They
Carried—war and the people who risk
their lives in it—doesn’t make it an easy
book to read, but I hope you will. I hope
you will visit one of the book distribution sites (listed below), pick up a copy,
read it, and share it with a friend. I hope
you will attend the book discussions and
events associated with this program (see
the SCHS article for details). Most of all,
I hope you take the time to thank those
who served and whose lives inspire and
exceed what is captured in fiction.

The Big Read Author Talk, Dr. Kim
Heikkila*, Thursday, November 12,
7 – 8 p.m. Local author Kim Heikkila
will discuss her book, Sisterhood of
War: Minnesota Women in Vietnam.
Light refreshments served. Free.
Dr. Jeremy Nienow

Archaeology Lecture: Dr. Jeremy
Nienow, Tuesday, October 13,
7- 8 p.m. Dr. Jeremy Nienow, the
archaeological liaison to the Metro
Area Historical Society Collaborative
(of which SCHS is a member),
will speak about the historical and
changing narratives around Native
Americans. His talk will begin with a
general discussion of the work he has
been doing this year as the MAHSC
Liaison and then focus on how our
perspectives of Native Americans
have been shaped by the narratives
we present about them, especially in
frontier and first contact situations.
Light refreshments will be served.
Free.
The Big Read Kickoff: Southeast
Asian Cultural Celebration*,
Saturday, October 24, 10:00 a.m.
- 1:00 p.m. We’re kicking off The
Big Read with a Southeast Asian
Cultural Celebration! Enjoy dance
performances by the Iny Asian Dance
Theater, a cooking demonstration,
and activities and crafts for children
and families. Presented by the Scott
County Historical Society, the Scott
County Library System, the Shakopee
Diversity Alliance, and the Vietnamese
Student Association of Minnesota.
Copies of our Big Read book The
Things They Carried will be available
for attendees to take home (while
supplies last). Free.

*The Big Read is a program of the
National Endowment for the Arts
in partnership with Arts Midwest.
For more information, visit www.
NEABigRead.org.
Thanksgiving Kids Kraft, Saturday,
November 21, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
We’re celebrating one of our favorite
Thanksgiving foods, pumpkins! Come
and listen to two pumpkin stories,
The Very Best
Pumpkin by
Mark Kimball
Moulton and
The Ugly
Pumpkin by
Dave Horowitz.
Plus paint and
decorate your own pumpkin to take
home! Free, but registration required
for craft supplies (call 952-445-0378
or e-mail sherrick@scottcountyhistory.
org).
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet
the fourth Thursday of each month at
6 p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.

Halloween Kids Kraft, Saturday,
October 31, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Join
us for some spooky (but not scary!)
Halloween fun! We’re reading By
the Light of the Halloween Moon
by Caroline Stutson and Littlebat’s
Halloween Story by Diane Mayr.
We’re also making a special bat craft
to take home! Halloween costumes
are encouraged! Free, but registration
required for craft supplies (call
952-445-0378 or e-mail sherrick@
scottcountyhistory.org).

Games and Chores: Growing Up
in Scott County -- Children’s games
and chores are integral elements of
human history. “Games and Chores:
Growing Up in Scott County” is the
story of hard work, fun play, and
education through the eyes of children
who grew up here. Using photographs,
objects, and interactives, this exhibit
shows different times and different
lifestyles through labor and recreation,
confirming how very different
childhood used to be. Exhibit runs
through March 2016.

The Big Read Exhibit Reception
& Photographer Interview*,
Sunday, November 8, 2 - 4 p.m. at
the Shakopee Library (235 Lewis
Street South). Opening reception for
photographer James Thompson’s
exhibit, “Vietnam: A Window to War.”
James Thompson will be interviewed
by local veteran Ed Speiker. The Scott
County Historical Society oral history
trailer, the “Speak Easy,” will also be
on hand for those wishing to share
and record a personal memory of the
Vietnam War era. Light refreshments

Check the Scott County
Historical Society out on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and follow them on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events;
call (952) 445-0378, e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. The Scott County
Historical Society is located at 235
Fuller St. S. in Shakopee.

October/November 2015 Scott County SCENE Page 15

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Historical SCENE

The BIG READ comes to Scott County

By Stephanie Herrick
Curator of Education
Last spring, the Scott County Historical Society received some exciting
news: We were one of 75 non-profit organizations in the country to receive a
Big Read grant. The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment of the
Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest.
The purpose of the Big Read is to bring
communities together to read and explore a specific book; in our case, The
Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien.
The Things They Carried is a collection of fictional short stories based on
O’Brien’s experiences in the Vietnam
War. The book was published in 1990,
and since then has received numerous
awards and accolades. It was a finalist
for both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award, and is
also included in Amazon’s list of “100
Books to Read in a Lifetime.”
The Scott County Historical Society
and Scott County Library System (our
Big Read partner) selected this book for
a number of reasons. Tim O’Brien was
born in nearby Austin, Minnesota and
his experiences in the war echo the experiences of veterans from all over Minnesota, including Scott County. This
book also gives us the opportunity to
explore what the Vietnam War meant to
our country, state, and county, and how
it continues to shape who we are today.
We will kick off our Big Read program with a Southeast Asian Cultural
Celebration on Saturday, October 24
at 10 a.m. This free event features four
dance performances by the Iny Asian
Dance Theater. Dancers will wear traditional costumes and perform dances
representative of Thai, Hmong, Laotian,
and Cambodian cultures. The event also
features a cooking demonstration by
Xandra Sukhtipyaroge of Spice Thai
Cuisine restaurant, and crafts and activities for children and families. Free
copies of The Things They Carried will
be available for attendees to take home.
This event is presented by the Scott
County Historical Society, Scott County
Library System, Shakopee Diversity Alliance, and Vietnamese Student Association of Minnesota.
As part of The Big Read, the Shakopee Library will display James Thompson’s photography exhibit, “Vietnam:
A Window to War.” Like Tim O’Brien,
James Thompson was born in Minnesota
and served in Vietnam. As the battalion
photographer for the 101st Airborne, he
photographed both American GIs and
members of the local population as each
tried to deal with the realities of war.
When Thompson returned home from
his service, he placed his photo nega-

The photos of James Thompson, a
Vietnam battalion photographer, will
be on display at the Shakopee Library
from Nov. 7 to Dec. 17.

The BIG READ program will kick off with a Southeast Asian Cultural Celebration on Saturday, Oct. 24 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Club Prior, located in the Prior Lake Library at 16210 Eagle Creek Ave. The Iny Asian Dance Theater will
provide four free dance performances. The event also features a cooking demonstration, crafts, and activities for
children and families.

Street S., Shakopee
Exhibit Reception and Keynote
Event: James Thompson,
“Vietnam: A Window to War,”
Sunday, November 8, 2 – 4 p.m. at
the Shakopee Library, 235 Lewis
Street S., Shakopee
Author Talk: Dr. Kim Heikkila,
Sisterhood of War: Minnesota
Women in Vietnam, Thursday,
November 12, 7 – 8 p.m. at the
Scott County Historical Society,
235 Fuller Street South, Shakopee
Book Discussion: Savage Library,
Wednesday, November 18, 6:307:30 p.m., 13090 Alabama Avenue
S., Savage
Book Discussion: Badger
Hill Brewery and Taproom,
Wednesday, November 18, 7 -8
p.m., 4571 Valley Industrial Blvd.
S., Shakopee
Book Discussion: Prior Lake
Library, Tuesday, November 24,
8 – 9 p.m., 16210 Eagle Creek
Avenue SE, Prior Lake

•

•
tives in storage where they remained for
forty years. He rediscovered the negatives in 2010 and began the process of
restoring them. “Vietnam: A Window
to War” showcases a selection of these
photographs. The exhibit will be on display at the Shakopee Library from November 2 through December 17.
The Shakopee Library and Scott
County Historical Society will also host
a special exhibit opening on Sunday,
November 8 at 2 p.m. James Thompson will be interviewed by Prior Lake
resident Ed Speiker, who is himself a
Vietnam War veteran. The Scott County
Historical Society’s oral history trailer,
the “Speak Easy,” will also be on hand
for anyone who would like to share their
own memories of the Vietnam War era.
(Attendees can also arrange with the
Historical Society to record their memories at a later time.) There is no charge
for admission to this event, and light refreshments will be served.
The Big Read also provides us the
opportunity to acknowledge the role of
women in the Vietnam War. Dr. Kim
Heikkila, a professor at St. Catherine
University in St. Paul, interviewed fifteen Minnesota women who served as
nurses in the Vietnam War. Heikkila’s
book Sisterhood of War: Minnesota
Women in Vietnam shares these women’s stories. Dr. Heikkila will present on
this topic at the Scott County Historical
Society on November 12 at 7 pm. As
with the other Big Read events, this presentation is free to attend.
In addition to these events, there
will be book discussions across Scott
County in October and November. All
Big Read events, programs, and discussions are free and open to the public. We
hope you’ll grab a copy of The Things
They Carried from one of the many distribution points in the county and come
along as we explore a seminal time in
our country’s history.
The Big Read Events Calendar
All events are free and open to the
public. The Big Read is a program of
the National Endowment for the Arts in
partnership with Arts Midwest. For information, visit www.NEABigRead.org.

•

•

Cover from THE THINGS THEY CARRIED
by Tim O’Brien (Boston: Mariner Books,
2009). Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Book Discussion: Belle Plaine
Veteran’s Club, Monday, October
19, 7 -8 p.m., 221 N. Meridian
Street, Belle Plaine
The Big Read Kickoff: Southeast
Asian Cultural Celebration,
Saturday, October 24, 10 a.m. – 1
p.m. at Club Prior, 16210 Eagle
Creek Avenue, Suite 101, Prior
Lake
Book Discussion: Shakopee
Library, Sunday, October 25,
2 – 3 p.m., 235 S. Lewis Street,
Shakopee
Book Discussion: New Prague
Library, Tuesday, October 27, 7 8 p.m., 400 E. Main Street, New
Prague
Book Discussion: Prior Lake VFW,
Tuesday, October 27, 7:30-8:30
p.m., 16306 Main Avenue SE,
Prior Lake
Book Discussion: Jordan Library,
Wednesday, October 28, 7 – 8
p.m., 275 Creek Lane S., Jordan
Book Discussion: Elko New
Market Library, Wednesday,
October 28, 7 - 8 p.m., 110 J.
Roberts Way, Elko New Market
“Vietnam: A Window to War”
Exhibit, Monday, November 2
through Thursday, December 17
(available to view during library
open hours)
Book Discussion: Scott County
Historical Society, Thursday,
November 5, 7 – 8 p.m., 235 Fuller

•

The Scott County Historical Society is located at 235 Fuller Street South
in Shakopee, three blocks south of the
intersection of County Road 101 and
Fuller Street. You can reach us at (952)
445-0378, info@scottcountyhistory.org,
or visit us on the web at www.scottcountyhistory.org.

Pick up copies
of The Things
They Carried at
these locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Scott County Library
locations
Scott County Historical Society,
Stans Museum, 235 Fuller St S,
Shakopee
Prior Lake VFW, 16306 Main
Ave., Prior Lake
Chameleon’s Coffee Shop, 408
Main St. W., New Prague
Coborn’s, 1010 E Enterprise
Dr., Belle Plaine
Clancy’s Bar & Pizza Parlor,
220 Triangle Lane N., Jordan
Firehouse Grille, 7875 Old
Town Rd, Elko New Market
Artisan Bistro & Bar, 16731
MN-13, Prior Lake
Flavor Coffee Depot, 4800 W.
123rd Street, Savage

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Emerald Ash Borer

infestation, visit gis.mda.state.mn.us/
eab/.
If there is EAB in your vicinity, you
may wish to protect a valuable landscape ash tree. Measure the circumference of the tree at breast height (4.5 feet
above ground) and divide by three. If
the “Diameter at Breast Height” (DBH)
is less than 20 inches, you can treat the
tree yourself with soil drench chemicals
between April 1 and May 15. Read and
follow chemical labels carefully! If your
tree diameter is over 20 inches, or you
want treatment after May 15, tree care
professionals have other injection options available. Treatment will need to
continue for years, so cost is a consideration. However, treating a tree for years
may cost less than removal.
There are 998 million ash trees at risk
in Minnesota. Only some can be protected. In other states, when EAB hit an
area, all the ash trees were dead within
eight years. So now is the time to identify your ash trees, consider their value
to you, and start planning for treatment
or replacement with a different species.
Help watch for signs of emerald ash

borer:
1. Be sure you’ve identiﬁed an ash
tree. EAB feeds only on ash trees
in the Fraxinus genus -- including
green, black, and white ash.
Ashes have opposite branching,
meaning branches come off the
trunk directly across from each
other. Ashes also have a compound
leaf, with ﬁve to 11 leaﬂets. On
older trees, the bark is in a tight,
diamond-shaped pattern. Younger
trees have a relatively smooth bark.
2. Look at your ash tree’s overall
health. Often, the ﬁrst sign of
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Emerald Ash Borer

a disease or insect infestation is
canopy dieback or shoots sprouting
up from the base of the tree.
3. Look for woodpecker damage.
Woodpeckers
like EAB
larvae and
woodpecker
holes may
indicate the
presence of
EAB.
4. Check for
bark cracks
and holes.
EAB larvae
tunneling
under the bark
can cause
the bark to
split open,
revealing
the larval
(S-shaped)
tunnels
underneath.
Sometimes
you will also see D-shaped exit
holes in the bark where the adult
beetles exited.
Contact a professional. If you feel
your ash tree may be infested with EAB,
contact the MDA at arrest.the.pest@
state.mn.us or (888) 545-6684. University of Minnesota Extension has many
resources for learning more about emerald ash borer: www.extension.umn.edu/
garden/insects/ﬁnd/emerald-ash-borer.
Locally, you may also contact the Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners at
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
or (952) 466-5308.

Delivering
What
Matters
Your advice needed for new website

Scott County is redesigning our entire website… and as we prepare to get into
the nuts and bolts of its functionality, it seemed that the time was right to ask for
a little more help from some users of our current website (www.co.scott.mn.us)...
namely, you!
Before we get into the details, a couple of things should be clear right up front:
• First, be assured that you won’t get assigned to any workgroup or end up on a
new e-mail distribution list.
• Further, we’re not asking for a lot of your time… perhaps ten minutes, tops.
• Finally, you can help from the comfort of your own home (or vacation
home… or RV… or library … or… you get the idea) on any device you want
to use.
We’re asking that you to respond to a short usability survey (via Survey Monkey) that was designed to test the ease of use on our current site. You can access
the survey directly from the main page of the current website (just look for the link
on the upper right corner through October 30). Basically, you will be asked to attempt ﬁve tasks on our website, and then rate your experience on a difﬁculty scale
of 1 to 5 (1 being “easy” to 5, “I gave up”). So, if have the time and inclination,
we’d love to have your perspectives as we plow towards a better, more functional,
citizen-oriented website… after all, you’re the experts!

Scott County’s one-half percent
Transportation Sales Tax
took effect October 1
The tax applies to those items that are currently taxable,
excluding vehicle purchases. Instead, a $20 per vehicle
excise tax will be applied when purchasing vehicles from
auto dealers in Scott County for road use.
To learn more about the tax and the tranportation projects it
will fund, visit www.co.scott.mn.us and click on the link for
the Transportation Sales Tax.

Moms

Gift cards (Target, Wal-Mart, Best Buy, Mall of America, Kohl’s, American
Eagle Outfitters, restaurants, hair salons, etc.), hair dryers, make up sets/
cosmetic bags, perfume/cologne, curling/straightening irons.

Infants & Toddlers

Items for kids 0-3 years old, rattles, bath toys, mobiles, musical toys,
books, blocks, cars, cultrually diverse dolls, dress up costumes, baby doll sets.

4 to 7 Year Olds

Multi-cultured Barbies, DVD’s, snow sleds/tubes, board games, building toys
(Lego sets, Tinker Toys, etc.), arts & crafts, movie action figures, Crayola sets.

8 to 10 Year Olds

Electonic games, DVD’s, bseball gloves, snow sleds/tubes, board games,
Lego sets. remote control cars, jewelry kits, arts & crafts.

Preteen & Teens

Snowboards, skateboards, DVD players, DVD’s, electronic games, MP3
players, jewelry, sports apparel, make up sets/cosmetic bags, gift cards (Gap,
Kohl’s, Target, Old Navy), baseball gloves, curling/straightening irons.
Please do not donate (we already have more than enough) stuffed animals, Candy Land and Chutes & Ladders board games.

Questions? call 952-873-4214

Thank you for helping us make the holidays brighter
for those we serve!

