The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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County Highway 21 receives awards
Complexity, innovative design of project cited

Caregiver of the Year
Sarah Beckius receives award
from Governor.
Page 5

Register for 4-H camp
Youngsters may sign up now
for summer camps.
Page 8

The 2011 highway construction
season saw the completion of an
award winning project over twenty
years in the making. In September,
the three-mile extension of County
Highway (CH) 21, between County
Highway 42 and US Highway 169,
RSHQHGWRWUDI¿F7KLV¿QDOVHJPHQW
of CH 21 will serve as a primary
north-south arterial in northern Scott
County for years to come.
The concrete pavement may be
fresh, but it took decades to lay the
project’s foundation. The conceptual
alignment linking the cities of Prior
Lake and Shakopee originated in the
HDUO\VZKHQORFDORI¿FLDOVLGHQWL¿HGWKHQHHGWRH[SDQGWKH&RXQW\
Highway 21 corridor to accommodate
DQWLFLSDWHGJURZWKLQWUDI¿FJHQHUDWHG
from the Bloomington Ferry Bridge.
A lengthy and extensive environmental review process began in 2002, and
RI¿FLDOO\ FRQFOXGHG LQ   &RQstruction for the CH 21 project began
in November 2009; although the maMRULW\RIZRUNLVFRPSOHWHG¿QLVKLQJ
touches and landscaping will continue into 2012. From the beginning of
the scoping process to the end of con-

A three-mile extension of County Highway 21 was completed last fall.
The four-lane divided concrete roadway includes wide shoulders for
future bus service and trails on each side.

struction, literally hundreds of public concrete roadway along a new alignmeetings; open houses; and agency, ment. Features include wide shoulstakeholder, and neighborhood dis- ders for future bus service, separated
cussions took place.
trails on each side of the roadway,
7KH¿QDOFRQVWUXFWLRQSURMHFWFRQ- XSGDWHG WUDI¿F VLJQDO V\VWHPV WUDQsists of a three-mile, four-lane divided HIGHWAY 21 to page 13

Planning for Cleary Lake Park begins
Public Workshop Scheduled in June

Improving safety

CLEARY LAKE PARK PLAN to page 3
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Intersection redesigns reduce
crashes, injuries.
Page 10

A master planning process underway for Cleary
Lake Regional Park could bring changes to this popular
regional park known for its beach, golf course, crosscountry ski trails, and off-leash dog area. The public is
invited to a workshop on June 14 to provide input on
park improvements and Cleary Lake Park’s future role
within the regional park system. The workshop will kick
off a nine- to twelve-month process to update the park’s
existing master plan from 1998.
The plan update is intended to identify near-term re¿QHPHQWVDQGVPDOOHUVFDOHLPSURYHPHQWVIRUWKHH[LVWing features to improve the park’s capacity to provide
quality regional outdoor recreation. It will also identify
IXWXUHFRQFHSWVWR¿OOORQJWHUPJDSVLQWKH6FRWW&RXQty and regional system.
This planning effort for Cleary Lake Park, a Three

Cleary Lake Park’s master plan will be reviewed and
updated over the next year.

SWCD to host “Conservation Day”
Each year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
in Jordan holds its annual tree order
pickup and sale at the Scott County
Fairgounds in Jordan. This year, the
tree order pickup and sale will be
held Friday, April 27, noon to 7 p.m.;
and Saturday, April 28, 8 a.m. to 11
a.m.
Along with the tree pickup, the
event has been expanded to include
“Conservation Day at the Fairgrounds” from noon to 7 p.m. Friday,
April 27. The event will include a
number of fun and educational conservation-related activities for the
general public, along with a great
sale of remaining seedlings.
Customers who ordered seedlings,
rain barrels, and native seed mixes
may pick up their orders any time

Tips for tree planting and other
information and exhibits will be
available at “Conservation Day at
the Fairgrounds” on April 27.

during this event, and a variety of
extra seedlings will also be sold in
smaller bundles throughout the day

at the Scott SWCD booth.
In addition, there will be a number of vendors sharing information
on tree care, prairie plantings, rain
barrels, composting, organic farming, lawn care, landscape ideas, rain
barrels, conservation funding, water
resources, and other environmentally-friendly activities in Scott County.
Children may enter a coloring contest
and play “The Scoop on Soil” interactive computer game.
Scott SWCD has invited the following sponsors to be part of this
event: Cedar Summit Farm, D & J
Landscaping, Greenhead Turf Management, Marshwatch Farms, Minnesota Department of Agriculture,
Peter’s Pumpkins & Carmen’s Corn,
Prairie Meadows Native Seed, Scott/
CONSERVATION DAY to page11
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

“Open government” is about
transparency, public engagement
I am always amazed at the catchy phrases we, particularly in the public sector,
come up with for the various initiatives or legislative actions we might be trying
to advance. From “trickle-down economics” to “no child left behind” to the more
recent talk of expanding the “Castle Doctrine” or making Minnesota a “Right to
Work State,” there are all sorts of initiatives out there with taglines that, in and of
themselves, are not particularly informative. One that has recently caught my eye
is the talk of “open government.”
By itself, the term “open government” doesn’t seem to tell you much, and
it can certainly be interpreted in many ways. To many, the term simply means
WKDWWKHGHEDWHVGHOLEHUDWLRQVDQGGLVFXVVLRQVE\RXUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVDUHFRQGXFWHGLQDSXEOLF RSHQ VHWWLQJ,Q0LQQHVRWDORFDOHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVLQDOPRVW
all situations, are prohibited by statute from meeting outside of the public setting.
However, to others, the term is more about the availability and ease of access to
government data – from budgets to environmental reports, from personnel information to data sets about health and wellness. So, what is “open government,”
and why is it important? From my perspective, open government is all of the
above -- and considerably more.
Open government is about transparency, and it is transparency that promotes
accountability. The ability for citizens to have clear, concise, and useful inforPDWLRQDERXWZKDWJRYHUQPHQWDQGJRYHUQPHQWRI¿FLDOV±ERWKHOHFWHGDQGDSpointed – are doing is critical to the vitality of our representative democracy.
Open government is also about public engagement. It enhances and enables
citizen understanding and participation. Done well, open government is a method
to take advantage of the know-how and entrepreneurial spirit of those outside
government institutions to work together with those inside government to solve
problems in a transparent, participatory, and collaborative fashion. At its very
EHVWJRYHUQPHQWHQJDJHVDQGFROODERUDWHVDWHYHU\OHYHOZLWKQRQSUR¿WRUJDQL]Dtions, with private sector businesses, and with individual citizens.
Given Minnesota’s open meeting laws, data practices acts, and the federal
Freedom of Information Act, many feel that we are succeeding in our quest for
open government. But is this really true? While the demand for transparency and
data is no doubt increasing (in large part due to numerous scandals and the ongoing economic crisis), the ability to easily access reliable information may not be
keeping pace.
As I experienced when I recently requested the Bureau of Indian Affairs to provide me some data, making a Freedom of Information request can be very frustrating and often unproductive. Data requests, at just about every level, can be slow
DQGDUHRIWHQDFFRPSDQLHGE\VSHFL¿FUHTXLUHPHQWVDVWRZK\WKHGDWDLVQRW\HW
public. It is my understanding that at the federal level, there is even a handbook
issued by the Department of Justice which gives advice on how to best reject such
inquiries. Additionally, the ability of many governments to provide easy access to
data in useful and understanding formats requires investments both in personnel
and in technology that many cannot afford.
We have long been accustomed to closed-door discussions at the federal level.
However, as we witnessed during last summer’s state shutdown and negotiations
at the Capitol, Minnesota’s open meeting laws don’t necessarily require state lawmakers to conduct their business in front of the public. Even at the local level, we
DUHVHHLQJDJUHDWHUWHQGHQF\IRUHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVWRGLVFXVVGHYHORSSRVLWLRQV
and even take some actions outside of the view of the public – with many believLQJWKDWYLRODWLRQVRIWKHRSHQPHHWLQJODZDUHWRRGLI¿FXOWWRSURYHDQGWKHUHIRUH
not something to be overly concerned about.
2SHQJRYHUQPHQWLVDVLJQL¿FDQWWRSLF,W¶VRIWHQGLI¿FXOWWRJUDVSDOOLWVLPSOLcations, and is generally a “work in progress.” However, open government and
citizen engagement is central to providing public services in a democracy. We
should never lose sight of the fact that citizens are the shareholders of the entity
called government, and as such, have the right to have a say. However, by its very
nature, citizen engagement requires citizens to get involved. We are blessed to
live in a beautiful County, a wonderful state, and the greatest nation on the earth.
We should hold our government accountable, take efforts to stay informed, and
truly participate -- and not just at election time.

Mississippi River
Challenge: July 28-29
The Friends of the Mississippi River
invite you to an exciting adventure!
This summer marks the ninth year
of the fun and popular Mississippi
River Challenge, a one or two-day
fully supported paddling event
that helps raise funds for river
conservation. Canoe, kayak, or be
a part of the riverfront support crew.
It takes place July 28th and 29th with
overnight camping at Historic Fort
Snelling.
Register now at www.
mississippirverchallenge.org
or
contact Adam Flett at (651) 222-2191,
extension 30, for more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
April 17
April 24

County Board meetings through June 2012
-no meeting
-County Board meeting

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

------

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, see Board agendas, and read previous Board meeting minutes. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
%RDUGPHHWLQJVFRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens
to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWH
at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they
relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement
staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and
FLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YHFLWL]HQPHPEHUVRQHIURPHDFK&RPPLVVLRQHU'LVWULFW
Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible
to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are four vacancies on the council in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 4.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Health and
Human Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs,
needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews,
and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding
Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin
and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed Management Organization. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; implements the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and
works on associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of
VHYHQPHPEHUVUHSUHVHQWLQJVSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV
Commissioner Districts:
x District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships;
and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague
within Scott County.
x District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River,
Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market;
and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
x District 3 (Commissioner Dave Menden) – The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
x District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior
Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
x District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The City of Savage, except
precincts 6 and 8.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Library News

Entrepreneurial, business workshops offered
In a joint enterprise presented by the Scott County
Library System and WomenVenture, everyone -- not
just women -- are invited to an upcoming series of
workshops.

New Elko New Market
Library opens

How to Write a Business Plan will be offered on
Tuesday, May 1 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Savage Branch Library. This workshop will explore the
components of a business plan. Learn to plan a viable
business model that will help you differentiate your
business in a positive, concise and persuasive manner. The Savage Branch Library is located at 13090
Alabama Ave. S., near the Savage City Hall and the
3RVW2I¿FH

The Elko New Market Library opened its
new location at 110 J Roberts Way on April
11. The library will be open Mondays and
Wednesdays from 1 to 8 p.m. and Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Watch for news of
the Grand Opening clebration in late April or
early May.

How to Get a Lender to Say “Yes” will be offered on Tuesday, May 8 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at
the Shakopee Branch Library. You will learn how
to craft an effective business loan proposal by applyLQJ¿QDQFLQJDQGXQGHUZULWLQJJXLGHOLQHVWKDWGHWHU
mine whether a loan will be approved. The Shakopee
Branch Library is located at 235 Lewis St. S.

more of these free workshops. All workshops are
funded by the Metropolitan Service Agency (MELSA) and led by the staff of WomenVenture (http://
www.womenventure.org).

Using LinkedIn will be offered on Tuesday, May
15 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Prior Lake Branch
Library&UHDWLQJDFRPSOHWH/LQNHG,QSUR¿OHLVWKH
¿UVWVWHSWRPD[LPL]LQJ\RXURQOLQHSURIHVVLRQDOQHW
work and stature. Learn how to make yourself stand
out with a compelling, relevant, and easily searchable
SUR¿OH7KH3ULRU/DNH%UDQFK /LEUDU\LV ORFDWHG DW
16210 Eagle Creek Ave. SE.
Please call (952) 707-1770 to register for one or

Business Resources at your Libraries
The Shakopee Branch Library and the Savage
Branch Library have specialized reference collections
for small businesses and entrepreneurs, and knowledgeable staff to help you use the collections. All of
the branches have some business reference materials and the library staff will help you gain access to
information in our libraries and beyond. All of the
Scott County libraries have access to business-related
books and resources that you can check out, including
titles in the downloadable eBook collection. If you
GRQ¶W¿QGZKDW\RXQHHGRUZKDW\RXZDQWDVN\RXU
librarian!

2012 Tax Payment Options
First half property taxes due May 15th
Scott County has several tax payment options for your convenience.
Payments can be made at the Customer Service counter at
the Scott County Government Center on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on
Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
You can also drive up to the designated tent area near the entry of
the Government Center on Tuesday, May 15 and not even leave your
car. Staff will be available from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to take your
property tax payment.
Tax payment drop-off boxes are located…
x Inside the Government Center in front of Customer Service
and near the front receptionist desk.
x Outside the entry of the Government Center near the postal
mailbox May 1 to May 15.
x At all Scott County libraries from May 8 to May 15. (Please
check local libraries for hours.)
Direct payment -- You can also have your property taxes automatically
deducted from your checking or savings account on the due dates that
are shown on your tax payment stubs.
For more information on direct deposit, please call (952) 496-8153.

Cleary Lake Park plan
Rivers facility, comes on the heels of
a major master planning initiative undertaken by Scott County in 2010 and
2011 for Blakeley Bluffs Regional Park
Reserve, Cedar Lake Farm, Doyle-KenQH¿FN5HJLRQDO3DUNDQGWZRUHJLRQDO
trails. Unique to the Cleary Lake Park
effort is that it is a project of the Scott
County–Three Rivers Park District
partnership, formed in 2010 via a joint
powers agreement. “With the completion of this plan, all of the regional parks
in Scott County will have recently been
evaluated for their role in the park system and most within the context of the
partnership. This creates an opportunity
for the partnership to improve outdoor
recreation opportunities and to do so
ZLWKLPSURYHGHI¿FLHQFLHV´VDLG6FRWW
County Park Program Manager Mark

The online resources available through our website (http://www.scott.lib.mn.us) include Reference
%RRNV2QOLQHDQGRWKHURQOLQHEXVLQHVVDQG¿QDQFH
resources. These resources can be reached from your
computers at home, at school, or at work with your
valid Scott County library card and your PIN/password. Some of the more exciting online resources
include the multiple volumes of The Business Plans
Handbook, regional business publications in Business
Source Premiere, and information (including phone
numbers) on both private and public companies in
ReferenceUSA.
Please check our website (www.scott.lib.mn.us)
or call or visit your library for additional information
about starting a small business, library hours and locations, library events, or anything else.
The Scott County Library Summer Reading Program -- “Book-A-Wocky” -- will begin June 11. Look
for details in the next SCENE.
Scott County Library System Administration,
(952) 707-1760
Belle Plaine Library, (952) 873-6767
Elko New Market Library, (952) 496-8030
Jordan Library: (952) 492-2500
New Prague Library, (952) 758-2391
Prior Lake Library, (952) 447-3375
Savage Library, (952) 707-1770
Shakopee Library, (952) 233-9590
Scott County Law Library, 952) 496-8713
Renewal Line, (952) 890-9184

Law Enforcement Scholarship
Banquet set for May 17
The Scott County Law EnforcePHQW2I¿FHUV6FKRODUVKLSFRPPLWWHHLV
proud to announce the 29th annual banquet to be held at the Shakopee American Legion. The committee was formed
in 1983 by private citizens who had an
interest in law enforcement to memoULDOL]H ORFDO ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RI¿FHUV
who passed away while serving on active duty by establishing a scholarship
fund to assist those who are attending
school for law enforcement.

George Lill -- Scott County Sheriff
2I¿FHSDVVHGDZD\0DUFK
Jon Niemann -- Scott County SherLII 2I¿FH SDVVHG DZD\ 'HFHPEHU 
2003
Darrell Honza -- Scott County SherLII 2I¿FH SDVVHG DZD\ 2FWREHU 
2010
Mary Hensel -- Scott County SherLII 2I¿FH SDVVHG DZD\ 1RYHPEHU 
2010

This year’s banquet ticket prices are
$12.50 each, which includes the guest
speaker, scholarship awards, and meal.
:HZLOODOVREHVHOOLQJUDIÀHWLFNHWVIRU
DFKDQFHWRZLQJLIWFHUWL¿FDWHVWRPDQ\
7KH VL[ RI¿FHUV PHPRULDOL]HG E\ great businesses and a handcrafted
the scholarship fund are:
quilted wall hanging.
Laverne Realander -- Scott County
6KHULII2I¿FHSDVVHGDZD\-DQXDU\
For tickets or information regarding
1974
the banquet, please call (952) 758-7698
Terry McGovern -- Shakopee Po- or visit our website at www.scott-colice Department, passed away May 20, law-enforcement-scholarship.org.
1974
This year’s guest speaker is Coleen
Rowley, retired FBI Agent and former
Minneapolis legal counsel.

From page 1

Themig.
Over the 14 years since the last
master plan study of Cleary Lake Park,
use has increased at the park, new
recreation trends and management and
operation techniques have emerged,
and the park’s infrastructure has begun
showing signs of age. Taking a fresh
look at the park from today’s vantage
point will help ensure sound decisions
can be made about programming and
facility investments in the park that has
the longest operational history and the
most use in Scott County’s system of
regional parks and trails.
Modeled after the 2010-2011 Scott
County master planning process, the
Cleary Lake effort will extensively integrate the public. A citizen design team
will serve as the core project team guid-

Canoe and paddleboat rentals are
available at Cleary Lake Park.

ing the creation of the plan. A workshop
and open house will provide an opportunity for the broader public to be involved at key points in the process.
“I’m super excited for the master
plan update. Cleary Lake is a popular
park and has grown substantially in use
over the last few years. There’s a need

to look at our recreation amenities and
how they are serving the public. The
update is timely in addressing the needs
and allowing the public to have input,”
said Facilities Supervisor Jenna Tuma
of Three Rivers Park District.
Public Workshop
Please join a public workshop on
Thursday, June 14 from 6:30 to
8:30pm at the Cleary Lake Park
Visitor Center to learn about and offer
your ideas on park improvements.
Stay Up to Date on the Planning
Processes
Stay up to date on the planning project by going to the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us/ParksTrails.
You may also contact County staff
member Patricia Freeman at (952) 4968752, pfreeman@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Scott County Medical Reserve Corps -We need you!
Some of the most valuable assets we have in Public Health are our resources.
This includes our dedicated staff, as well as the many volunteers in our Medical
Reserve Corp (MRC) and our community partners. As we experienced during the
H1N1 outbreak, the 490 volunteers and partners were key to our success. We could
not have had such a positive outcome without their endless dedication over an
eight- to nine-month response.
As we continue our public health emergency preparedness planning and exercises, we are also actively reaching out to community members to help build our
local capacity for volunteers. When we began our Medical Reserve Corps in 2004,
we were able to recruit and train 54 volunteers. Over the past several years, Public
Health has increased the volunteer numbers to more than 130 individuals. We understand that volunteers are not always available when we need them. Therefore,
the larger the base of volunteers we have trained, the greater the chance that we will
have a good pool of individuals for response.
2XUJRDOLVWRKDYHSUHLGHQWL¿HGDQGWUDLQHG0HGLFDO5HVHUYH&RUSVYROXQWHHUV
ready to assist Public Health or medical response professionals during large-scale
emergencies that threaten local public health – be it an outbreak of meningitis, inÀXHQ]D(&ROLDQDWXUDOGLVDVWHUVXFKDVDÀRRGRUWRUQDGRRUDUDSLGO\VSUHDGLQJ
terrorist-launched illness.
Imagine needing to vaccinate the more than 129,000 residents of Scott County
within a few days. Think about the toll a highly communicable disease would take
on local public health and hospitals, not to mention the health of our citizens. The
Medical Reserve Corps was initiated after September 11, 2001 under the Freedom
Corps Act to assist with natural disaster, terroristic, and disease outbreak events.
The MRC brings volunteers together to supplement existing local emergency plans
and resources in cities and counties around the United States.
Scott County has chosen to become a recognized MRC. This means that Scott
&RXQW\¶V05&LVRI¿FLDOO\UHFRJQL]HGE\WKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWDQGLVHOLJLEOH
for federal technical assistance and training materials. The County provides orientation to the role of the MRC volunteer and training in the National Incident
Management System. Periodic “call up” tests are conducted using an emergency
response phone system to test the percentage of individuals who are available and
in what period of time in case of an actual event.
Medical professionals are credentialed to have a current license appropriate to
their profession. Many individuals who have retired maintain their professional
license. If an event occurs, “Just in Time” training is provided for all assigned roles
and responsibilities. In a public health event, medical professionals may be asked to:
Administer injections; dispense medication; provide health screening and educaWLRQSURYLGH¿UVWDLGVWDIIKRWOLQHVIRULQFRPLQJTXHVWLRQVDGPLQLVWUDWLYHGXWLHV
act as back-up for others; conduct contact investigations for disease outbreaks; and
phone contacts to quarantined or isolated persons.
The MRC is made up of both medical and non-medical individuals. In the event
of a public health emergency, we will need both licensed and unlicensed volunteers. Jobs duties for those without a professional health care license may be assigned to a variety of roles, such as: Greeters/ushers; data entry; set up/take down
of supplies/equipment; supply assistance; registration; child care; parking control;
IT support; and clerical support.
As a MRC volunteer, you will also have an opportunity to sign up for Minnesota
Responds. Minnesota Responds is a partnership that integrates local, regional, and
statewide volunteer programs to assist our public health and healthcare systems in
other counties, elsewhere in the state, and occasionally nationally during a disaster. Local volunteer coordinators mobilize health and “non-health” volunteers to
respond to emergencies.
We need your assistance to build our volunteer MRC capacity and to be ready
WRUHVSRQG:KHWKHU\RXZRUNLQDKHDOWK¿HOGRUQRWDFWLYHRUUHWLUHGLI\RXKDYH
an interest in assisting your community or state during a health crisis, we invite
you to register in the MRC. Our Public Health Emergency Preparedness staff can
answer your questions and help you with registration questions. To receive more
information, contact Alexa Rundquist at arundquist@co.scott.mn.us or Kai HjermVWDGDWNKMHUPVWDG#FRVFRWWPQXVRUE\FDOOLQJWKH3XEOLF+HDOWKRI¿FHDW  
496-8584.

&DOOH[SHUWVEHIRUHWLOLQJ¿HOGV
If you are thinking about doing some tiling on your farm, it’s important that you understand how the application process works and how
the wetland conservation provisions of the Farm Bill may impact your
decision.
You may not be able to recognize wetlands because not all wetlands have standing water, cattails, and ducks. To make sure you’re not
draining any wetlands and not in jeopardy of losing USDA program
EHQH¿WVFRQWDFWWKH)DUP6HUYLFH$JHQF\ )6$ DQGWKH1DWXUDO5Hsources Conservation Service (NRCS) located at 7151 West 10th St.,
Jordan, (952) 492-5425. Landowners must submit a tiling request with
WKH)6$RU15&6RI¿FHVEHIRUHSXWWLQJWLOHLQWR¿HOGV

Mobile Health Clinic visits
set for April, May
Scott County Public
+HDOWK KDV LGHQWL¿HG D
need for services that are
more easily accessible to
individuals and families
who are uninsured, underinsured, and underserved.
Through a partnership
with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott County Public Health provides adult and child health screening,
preventative health care, health information, and assistance with connecting
to ongoing health care and other local
resources. The services are provided
with the use of the Mobile Health Unit,
owned by the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community. This partnership enables services to be brought directly to
those in need by having the clinic go to
various locations within Scott County.
The April Mobile Health Clinic will
be held:



Thursday, April 19, 2:00 – 5 p.m.,
Scott County Fairgrounds (U of M
Extension), 7151 190th Street W, Suite
100, Jordan

The May Mobile Health Clinics will
be held:
 Friday, May 4, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.,

Mobile Health Clinic



Savage Public Library, 13090
Alabama Avenue, Savage
Friday, May 18, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.,
Russian Evangelical Baptist
Church, 1205 10th Ave, Shakopee

,QIRUPDWLRQ RQ VSHFL¿F GDWHV WLPHV
and locations will continue to be updated as information becomes available on the Scott County website (www.
co.scott.mn.us).
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and
outreach for health-related services to
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. For more information on mobile health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or on the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us.

Shop wisely for healthier
food, better prices
3ULRULWLHV¿UVW
)LOO\RXUFDUWZLWKWKHEDVLFV¿UVW²
vegetables, fruit, protein, and milk.
These foods are nearly always found
along the outside walls of the store.
Arrange your list according to the
store layout.
This will save time and prevent backtracking. If you need something in the
FHQWHUDLVOHVGDVKLQIRUVSHFL¿FLWHPV
then return to the outside walls.
Check
Pay for food, not convenience.
You save money when you buy the
basic ingredients in your recipes/meals
(e.g., apples, ground beef, milk, carrots)
rather than pre-prepared items.
Don’t even go there.
Stay out of the “empty calorie” aisles
(potato chips, crackers, candy, soda,
deli), usually found in the center of the
store.
Buy—or at least try—the store or
generic brand.
Sometimes the only difference between store brand and name brand is
the label; sometimes it’s more. The only
way to know if you’ll like a product is
to try it.
Look up, look down.
Food companies pay to display their
products at eye level. Look on higher
and lower shelves for less expensive
products.
Pay attention at the checkout.
Make sure you got the sale price, that
the checker punched in the right code on
your produce, and that you leave with

labels and prices while
shopping to get the best value.

everything you paid for.
Know the regular prices of items you
generally buy.
This way you will recognize when an
advertised special really is a bargain.
Ask for a rain check.
If a specially priced item is sold out,
ask for a rain check. It allows you to
purchase the item at the sale price at a
later date.
Check your receipt.
Make sure your prices and coupons are scanned correctly. Sale items
are often entered incorrectly into the
computer.
Source:
Extension

Iowa State University

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Prepare for severe weather season
As many of you are aware, February 28 and 29 of this year spawned some large
deadly storms in Indiana and other parts of the country. As I write this article, there
are some heartbreaking stories coming out of the area. There is no doubt that the
people living in the affected area have experienced a very devastating incident.
I think we all know that no amount of preparation can totally save a structure
if a big enough tornado sets down. Through advanced planning and preparation,
however, we can do some things to help prepare for personal safety should a large
storm impact our area.
)LUVWOHW¶VGH¿QHVRPHRIWKHWHUPV'XULQJWKHVSULQJDQGVXPPHUPRQWKV
you may hear local radio or television stations announce that the National Weather
Service (NWS) has issued a “watch” or “warning.” What is the difference between
these two terms? A watch means conditions are favorable or expected, but not occurring or imminent. A warning means conditions are occurring or imminent.
When you hear a watch has been issued, try to monitor a radio or television.
These days, many people are also using their smartphones to check radar or subscribe to a service that will send them a text if bad weather is coming their way.
Keep an eye on the changing weather conditions. A watch may turn into a warning
very quickly, so it’s important to use as many tools as possible to stay alert and
aware.
A tornado watch means atmospheric conditions are favorable for the development of severe thunderstorms capable of producing tornadoes. A severe thunderstorm watch means atmospheric conditions are favorable for the development of
severe thunderstorms that are capable of producing hail at least one inch in diameter and/or 58 mph or greater wind speeds.
If you hear that a warning has been issued for your area, take cover as quickly
as possible. If you are home, go to the basement away from windows. Consider
pre-stocking itemsLQ\RXUEDVHPHQWOLNHDEDWWHU\RSHUDWHGUDGLRÀDVKOLJKWH[WUD
batteries, blankets, water, and some food items. Should the power go out in your
area, all of these items will help provide you a means to get information, safety, and
comfort.
If you are outside, WU\WR¿QGDVWXUG\VWUXFWXUH and go to it for protection.
Being aware that severe weather might impact your outdoor plans could be critical.
Know your surroundings and think through what you would do if a storm does afIHFW\RXUDUHD&RQVLGHUFDUU\LQJDVPDOOÀDVKOLJKWZLWK\RXPDNHVXUHRWKHUVLQ
your family know your plans if you’re going to be away, and have a process in place
to make contact with others in your family after the storm passes.
Another question you might be asking: “How will I know if a storm becomes
GDQJHURXVDQGLVFORVHWRP\ORFDWLRQ"´:KLOHLW¶VYHU\GLI¿FXOWWREHSURWHFWHGDW
DOOWLPHVWKHUHDUHVRPHZDUQLQJDQGQRWL¿FDWLRQPHWKRGV\RXFDQXVHWRKHOSVWD\
safe.
One of the best known, and most misunderstood, warning system is our outdoor
warning sirens. These sirens have been discussed in past articles, but it’s always
good to do a refresher, especially when it comes to safety.
Please remember that sirens are intended to warn people who are outdoors – not
indoors.
The siren system was designed to be a warning device for people that are away
from radio or television. The system was never designed to be a warning device for
people inside their homes. Some people will be able to hear the siren indoors -- an
added bonus for them. However, being able to hear them when indoors depends
on how close the indoor location is to the nearest siren and on the volume of other
indoor noises, such as television, radio, or if your windows are closed during a hot
day and your air conditioner is operating.
One of the best (and cheapest!) methods for indoor warning is a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather alert radio. These radios
are equipped with a special alert tone feature that will sound an alert and give
you immediate information about life threatening weather or other local emergency
VLWXDWLRQV7KH\FDQEHSURJUDPPHGWRUHFHLYHZDWFKHVDQGZDUQLQJVIRUVSHFL¿F
counties, so you can control which areas and alerts you receive. This is a great way
to receive a warning during the night when you and your family are sleeping.
Some of these systems are also capable of reaching people that are deaf or hard
of hearing in emergencies. The non-verbal information imbedded in the broadcasts
can provide timely, important warnings of life-threatening events. Some receivers
are also equipped with special output connectors that activate non-verbal alerting
devices, such as bed/pillow shakers and strobe lights.
And what about cell or smartphones? There are many services (such as local
media websites) that have a service that will send your phone a text alerting you to
SRWHQWLDOVHYHUHZHDWKHU)RUH[DPSOH\RXFDQ¿QGRQHIURPWKH1:6DWKKWS
mobile.srh.weather.gov/ or go to www.co.scott.mn.us/PublicSafetyJustice/CountySheriff/emhs/Pages/WeatherWatchersandWarnings.aspx.for some links to sign
up for text or e-mail alerts for severe weather.
All this information should be considered tools to help develop your personal
preparedness. Remember, if a storm does impact your area, you might become the
¿UVWUHVSRQGHU,IWKHUHLVDODUJHDUHDRIGDPDJHWKHSROLFH¿UH(06RUSXEOLF
works staff might not have the ability to get to all areas quickly. Debris might be
blocking the streets, some areas could be more heavily damaged than yours, or they
simply might not be aware of all the affected properties. You might be on your own
for a time, so these preparations could be critical.
As we all know, we can’t control the weather, but we can take steps to mitigate
some of the danger from severe weather. Preparations you take now could help
keep you safe and as comfortable as possible should a severe storm affect you later.
More information on making a kit, developing a plan, preparing for severe weather,
and more can be found on the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us/PublicSafetyJustice/CountySheriff/embs/Pages/home.aspx.

Sarah Beckius (center) received her award from Gov. Mark Dayton
and was congratulated at the event by Dennis DeCosta (at right),
administrator at the Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine, and Michael Klatt,
President & CEO of The Lutheran Home Association.

Sarah Beckius named
“Caregiver of the Year”
On Wednesday, February 8, Sarah
Beckius of Belle Plaine was named
the 2012 Caregiver of the Year by Aging Services of Minnesota – the highest
honor awarded to Minnesota caregivers
who dedicate their lives and careers to
serving older adults. Beckius is a social
worker who has spent her entire 31-year
career at The Lutheran Home Campus in
Belle Plaine. Currently, she serves older adults at The Lutheran Home: Belle
Plaine. Her career at the campus started at The Lutheran Home: Hope Residence, an intermediate care facility for
people with developmental disabilities.
Governor Mark Dayton presented
Beckius with her award at the Aging
Services Institute, a gathering of more
than 1,500 aging services professionals
in Minneapolis. The Governor also delivered remarks about the critical role of
caregivers as the number of elderly in
Minnesota grows dramatically.
“The Caregiver of the Year award
is about honoring the very best of the
best,” said Gayle Kvenvold, president
and CEO of Aging Services of Minnesota. “It’s also an important opportunity to show Minnesotans the face of
the people who care for our loved ones
when we cannot. Sarah Beckius is the
kind of caregiver we all hope will be
there for us when we need help.”
Beckius is a leader at The Lutheran
Home: Belle Plaine, mentoring and
WUDLQLQJ IHOORZ FDUHJLYHUV DQG VHOÀHVVly taking on a wide range of duties to
improve the quality of life for her resiGHQWV6KHLVWKH¿UVWWROHQGDKHOSLQJ
hand and is committed to ensuring the
dignity and independence of the older
adults who live at The Lutheran Home.
“My work has become a part of me
and I truly receive more than I give,”
said Beckius. “I feel I can make a positive difference every day for our residents and families.”
Beckius has developed special expertise in dementia and Alzheimer’s
care, training staff to better serve the
growing number of residents living with
these diseases. Beckius also attends to
families with as much dedication and
skill as she does residents. She hosts a
community Alzheimer’s Support Group
to help people understand the challenges their loved ones are facing and give
WKHPWKHWRROVWRPDQDJHGLI¿FXOWHPRtional situations.
“For Sarah, this is her life’s passion,”
said Dennis DeCosta, administrator at
The Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine. “It

isn’t a job to her, it’s what she wants to
be doing and we are so grateful to have
her as a friend, colleague, and leader for
the past 31 years.”
About The Lutheran Home:
Belle Plaine
The Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine offers skilled nursing care, including transitional care services, long-term care,
and memory care. They partner with
Aegis Therapies to provide outpatient
and inpatient rehabilitative therapies.
They are part of a 22-acre continuum
of care campus, which offers independent living, assisted living, additional
memory care, an intermediate care facility for adults with developmental disabilities, and a clinic with family medical services (provided by Mayo Clinic
Health System). The Lutheran Home
Campus is a ministry of The Lutheran
Home Association, which is also based
in Belle Plaine.
The Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine
ranked among the best in Minnesota
by U.S. News and World Report
The “Best Nursing Homes: The 2012
U. S. News Honor Roll” was recently
published by U.S. News and World Report. To determine those named to their
list, the authors reviewed data from
15,500 nursing homes across the country and determined the best in each state.
The Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine has
been named one of best nursing homes
in the state of Minnesota.
According to the article, “To be
named to this distinctive group, the
KRPHV UHFHLYHG ¿YH VWDUV WKH KLJKHVW
overall rating, from the federal government’s Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). A facility’s overall rating is geared to its performance
LQKHDOWKLQVSHFWLRQVQXUVHVWDI¿QJDQG
medical care. Homes are ranked in tiers
according to their star ratings in the
three individual areas. With each tier,
the order is alphabetical.”
The CMS “Five-Star Quality Rating System” is used for skilled nursing
facilities throughout the United States.
Only 10 percent of all nursing homes in
the United States receive this ranking.
The Lutheran Home: Belle Plaine
Administrator Dennis DeCosta stated,
“We thank our team members who
KHOSHG XV DFKLHYH RXU ¿YH VWDU UDWLQJV
and our place on this distinctive list.
They focus on providing quality physical, emotional and spiritual care for our
residents.”
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HHW program serves record
number of residents in 2011

The Scott County Household Haz- Scott County residents. Those hazardardous Waste (HHW) program contin- ous chemicals were then processed and
ues to serve a growing number of Scott managed properly, in order to prevent
County residents each and every year. those materials from impacting our loDuring 2011, a record 7,633 house- cal environment.
holds dropped off 909,017 pounds
In addition, since 2001 the RE-USE
Thirty years ago, the J.L. Shiely Company opened a silica sand mining op- of potentially hazardous materials Room has given away almost 500,000
eration halfway between Shakopee and Jordan on the river side of Highway 169. for management, recycling, and dis- pounds of usable consumer products
They mined silica sand to be used for a relatively new process at that time called posal (yes, that’s almost one million to our residents – thus saving Scott
“fracking” to enhance oil production from oil wells. They also sold some silica pounds!). That means that 16 percent County residents thousands of dollars.
sand for other commercial uses. Silica is the primary ingredient in glass manufac- more residents used the Scott County Be sure to stop by the RE-USE Room
WXULQJDQGLVXVHGLQZDWHU¿OWUDWLRQDQGWUHDWPHQWVDQGEODVWLQJDQGDQXPEHURI HHW Facility for recycling and/or dis- today and see what items are waiting to
other commercial uses. The Shiely mining operation closed after about 10 years, posal of their hazardous materials in help you with your next home improvedue to market changes in the oil industry. When Middle Eastern oil became avail- 2011 compared to the previous year, ment project!
able much cheaper than it could be produced in this country, the demand for “frac and those same residents brought in 28
sand” plummeted.
percent more waste than was dropped2011 HHW Program Summary:
Market changes in oil prices are again the cause for the current increased de- off during 2010. In 2011, the RE-USE  Number of Participants Served:
mand for silica sand. Currently, the demand is so great that some are calling the Room gave away 87,610 pounds of
7,633
ÀXUU\RIQHZVLOLFDVDQGPLQLQJHIIRUWV³WKHQHZJROGUXVK´7KHUHDUHOHJLWLPDWH good usable materials to local residents  Total pounds of materials
debates going on about whether or not the shift from Middle Eastern oil toward at no charge.
collected: 909,017 lbs.
domestic sources (such as tar sands, shale imbedded oil, and natural gas) is better
The Scott County HHW Facility  Average pounds of material
than rapidly developing alternatives to fossil fuel energy. However, that is not the began serving local residents in 2001.
dropped off per participant: 119
focus of my article, though I would encourage everyone to learn more about that Since that date, the HHW program has  Total pounds of good products
issue.
collected almost 5.5 million pounds of
given away in the RE-USE Room:
I want to inform readers on how Scott County is responding to the demand for potentially hazardous chemicals from
87,610 lbs.
silica sand mining. Other counties that have silica sand resources are struggling
with the environmental and land use implications, and some are calling for moratoria. Le Sueur and Scott Counties, however, have had previous experience with
silica sand mining and perhaps have a better understanding of the issues surrounding such mining. As a result, the mining proposals here and in Le Sueur County
have been less controversial.
The HHW Facility is open to collect hazardous
Silica sand is a naturally occurring non-metallic mineral. Sandstone, which is
silica sand particles cemented together, was deposited nearly 500 million years
materials from Scott County residents:
ago. According to the Minnesota Geological Survey, as noted in the Scott County
Wednesdays (12 noon to 6 p.m.)
*HRORJLF$WODV FRSLHVDUHDYDLODEOHIRUIUHHIURPRXURI¿FH DVKDOORZVHDFRY
ered much of North America, including parts of Minnesota. Over a 200 million
Thursdays (12 noon to 4 p.m.)
year period, sediments were deposited in that sea. These deposits eventually beSaturdays (8 a.m. to 12 noon)
came the bedrock that is exposed in places along the Minnesota River in the Twin
Cities metropolitan area, and throughout southeastern Minnesota. About 600 feet
of sandstone, shale, and dolomite were deposited during that time. In three separate invasions, seas covered the area, spreading beach and near-shore sands, which
In addition to the regular list of hazardous
were to become the Mt. Simon, Galesville, Ironton, and Jordan Sandstones. The
chemicals, the HHW program also accepts
¿QDO ORFDWLRQ RI WKHVH GHSRVLWV DV ZH VHH WKHP WRGD\ ZHUH IXUWKHU LPSDFWHG E\
shifts in the earth’s crust, wind, water, and ice erosion over millions of years.
used electronics, appliances, tires and
Where limestone and sandstone deposits are closer to the surface they can be
scrap metal for recycling.
easily mined, and limestone mining has been active along the Minnesota River
Valley for over 100 years. Limestone was a basic building material long before
Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for more
the invention of concrete. Sandstone was also used when it was naturally strongly
cemented together, but the Jordan sandstone is relatively loosely cemented (allowinformation.
ing for crushing to separate the individual grains of silica sand). This sand has a
relatively consistent particle size. The strength of the pure silica granules, which
are approximately the size of sugar granules, contribute to its value in an oil well
enhancement process called hydraulic fracturing or “fracking.” You can research
Additional general concerns from mining in general include noise and blasting
this on your own.
impacts to surrounding property through ground waves or air blast impacts. The
What are the environmental implications associated with mining silica sand? fact that blasting of limestone in the areas being proposed for silica sand mining
Largely, the answer to this question is that they are the same as mining sand, KDVEHHQJRLQJRQIRUGHFDGHVZLWKRXWVLJQL¿FDQWLVVXHVGHPRQVWUDWHVWKDWERWK
gravel, or limestone with a few additional concerns related to unique settings. The noise and blasting impacts can be controlled adequately.
Jordan sandstone formation throughout southeastern Minnesota serves as a valuScott County just completed an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW)
able source of drinking water called the Jordan aquifer. Sandstone is porous, and for the Great Plains Sand mining project at the location of the previous J. L. Shiely
the open spaces between the sand grains hold water which can easily be tapped by mine that closed 20 years ago. By the time this article is published, it is anticipated
DZHOODQGSXPSHGRXW:DWHUÀRZVWKURXJKVDQGVWRQHIRUPDWLRQVUHODWLYHO\HDV that an Interim Use Permit (IUP) will have been issued as well with conditions
LO\DOORZLQJIRULQ¿OWUDWLRQDQGXQGHUJURXQGPLJUDWLRQWRZDUGGLVFKDUJHSRLQWV HVWDEOLVKHGWRDGGUHVVDOORIWKHFRQFHUQVLGHQWL¿HGWKURXJKWKH($:SURFHVVDQG
Here in Scott County, the primary discharge point for the Jordan aquifer is the additional issues that came to light during the IUP process. That permit will be
Minnesota River. Because it serves as an aquifer, concerns about mining into it held somewhat open to enable adding additional conditions as deemed necessary
always include concerns about impacts to drinking water resources. The proposed to protect the public. A Great Plains Sand Advisory Committee will also have
mines are adjacent to the aquifer’s natural point of discharge, minimizing the po- been created consisting of representatives from Sand Creek and Louisville Towntential for adverse impacts.
ship, the project developer and Scott County with others such as representatives
0LQLQJDOZD\VLQYROYHVWKHWUDQVSRUWRISURGXFWVVRWUDI¿FFRQFHUQVPXVWEH from the adjacent U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge participating as needed. This
addressed. In the case of the two proposed mines, the primary means of transport- advisory committee will review operations and recommend changes to the IUP
ing their silica sand product (frac) will be by rail. This will result in several addi- conditions and to the mine operator to address concerns which may arise.
tional trains through Shakopee every day. Similarly, the mines in Le Sueur County
The other and much larger mining proposal is the Merriam Junction Sands
will be increasing their output of silica sand being railed through Shakopee.
proposed for the area previously occupied by Bryan Rock, River Warren Rock, the
Mining generally also involves increased risk for dust problems; with silica, Renaissance Festival, and other adjacent properties comprising almost 1,000 acres.
like some other minerals including asbestos, these dust particles have been shown That project, because of its size, is subject to preparation of a much more intento be associated with respiratory problems, especially the smaller particles that are sive analysis called an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). That is still being
sharp edged and can lodge in the lungs. The condition called silicosis has been prepared and will provide several opportunities for public review and comment.
well documented, especially among workers exposed to this dust in high concenScott County has always held the rights and safety of the public as the highest
trations for long periods of time. Silica is one of the most common minerals on priority. The focus of the County Board is to ensure “safe, healthy. and livable
earth, so everyone is exposed to silica dust. Exposure to silica dust is regulated Communities.” The approach to preparing the environmental review documents
by several agencies in the United States, including the Occupational Safety and for the silica sand mines involved an increased effort to collaborate with the townHealth Agency (OSHA) and the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA). VKLSRI¿FHUVSURYLGLQJLQWHUHVWHGFLWL]HQVDGGLWLRQDORSSRUWXQLWLHVWRFRPPXQLFDWH
In addition, in Minnesota, exposure to surrounding populations from sources regu- WKHLUFRQFHUQVWKURXJKWKHLUFORVHVWHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV7KHHQYLURQPHQWDOUHYLHZ
lated through air quality permits (as these mines will be) is regulated in the form process as well as the Interim Use Permit process is open to public participation.
of nuisance dust by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Monitoring and Documents available for public review and comment are posted on the County’s
dust controlling mitigation plans will be required of these mines to minimize dust website: just click on the scrolling notice called “Silica Sand Mining Proposals.”
problems.
<RXFDQUHFHLYHDXWRPDWLFHPDLOHGQRWL¿FDWLRQRIQHZSRVWLQJVDERXWWKHVHSURM
ects by subscribing through E-Services. Check this out at www.co.scott.mn.us.
SILICA SAND MINING Continued at right

Silica sand mining is back

Visit the HHW Facility

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Credit River: A water quality success story
The Credit River has been removed
from the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency’s (MPCA’s) list of impaired
waters. While this may be easy to say,
it’s a bit harder to say exactly why water
quality has improved. The Credit River
ZKLFKÀRZVQRUWKIURP1HZ0DUNHW
Township through Credit River Township and the City of Savage before discharging to the Minnesota River -- was
originally listed as impaired due to high
turbidity in 2002. Turbidity is a measure of water clarity (essentially, how
clean or dirty the water may be); in the
Credit River, much of this was related
to the amount of sediment in the water.
This rate and level of improvement
comes as something of a surprise, particularly given the setting of the Credit
River. In the southern reaches of the
ULYHU WKH WRSRJUDSK\ LV UHODWLYHO\ ÀDW
but then drops steeply through Savage
once the river encounters the Minnesota River Valley bluff. In addition, there
was a considerable amount of development in the watershed in the 1990s and
early 2000s; typically, steeper rivers
with urban development exhibit erosion
and excess sediment. In fact, soil loss
from construction sites can be many
times that of other land uses. Improvements likely resulted from managing
this change from rural to urban. Savage, Credit River Township, and Scott
County all have programs to regulate
and control construction erosion, and
require stormwater ponds to slow runoff and trap sediment. The conversion
of agriculture (with seasonally exposed
soils) to urban lawns with year-round
vegetative cover also reduces soil
erosion.
A number of water quality projects

The City of Savage’s Utica Ravine Project (before above, after below) reduced
sediment to the Credit River by 50 tons per year.

have also been completed. These include stream bank and stream side buffer (an area of native plants and trees)
projects by residents along the river, as

well as construction projects by Savage, the Scott Watershed Management
Organization, and the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District. The Utica

Ravine project completed by Savage in
2010 reduced sediment delivery to the
river by an estimated 50 tons per year.
Further, there is quite a bit of vegetation along the river and undeveloped
land in the watershed (the area of land
that drains to the river). Both MurphyHanrehan and Cleary Lake Regional
Parks, operated by the Three Rivers
Park District, are located in the watershed. In the southern reaches of the
Credit River there are a number of large
wetland complexes, and there is a vegetated streamside corridor along much of
the river through the urban areas – particularly around Hidden Valley Park in
Savage. In addition, the Legends Club
golf course in the upper part of the watershed is considered environmentally
friendly, and is one of only a handful of
&HUWL¿HG$XGXERQ&RRSHUDWLYH6DQFWXaries in Minnesota.
The bottom line? There are many
reasons why the river is no longer impaired, all of which are cause for celebration.
More importantly, these
improvements show that water quality
goals can be achieved. To date, only a
handful of the state’s water bodies have
been removed from the impaired water
list. To memorialize this accomplishment, the Scott Watershed Management
Organization and the City of Savage are
co-hosting an event on April 26 from
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Hidden Valley
Park (sun) or the McColl Ponds Environmental Learning Center (rain)
to thank everyone for their stewardship
of the river. Please consider joining us
in this celebration! RSVPs are encouraged; please call (952) 496-8653.

Curlyleaf pondweed must be controlled early
The ice is out and it’s time for aquatic (lake) plants
to start growing. Even though you may think it’s
barely time to get the boat ready, some lake plants
have been getting ready for summer by growing under the ice. One invasive aquatic plant, Curlyleaf
pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), does just that. It
SRVHVVLJQL¿FDQWSUREOHPVIRUODNHXVHUVDQGZLOGOLIH
because it contributes to late summer algae blooms.
,WLVRQHRIWKH¿UVWDTXDWLFSODQWVWRFRPHXSLQWKH
spring and then die back in midsummer.
Curlyleaf oppresses native plants
Curlyleaf pondweed is an exotic plant native to
Eurasia, Africa, and Australia. It generally grows
in near-shore areas and can tolerate low water clarity. Curlyleaf pondweed can interfere with recreation
because it forms dense mats in late spring and early
summer. These oppressive mats also interrupt the opportunity for native aquatic plants to establish. Native
plants such as Softstem bulrush, Broadleaf arrowhead, and American white water lily can consume excess phosphorus in the lakes reducing late summer algae blooms, stabilize soils on the lake bottom (loaded
ZLWKSKRVSKRUXV DQGSURYLGHH[FHOOHQW¿VKKDELWDW
When Curlyleaf pondweed dies back in midsummer, the vegetation decomposes and contributes to increased phosphorus concentrations in the lakes. The
increase in phosphorus provides necessary nutrients
for algae to grow causing additional recreation and
water quality problems. Curlyleaf pondweed is so
unique that it begins growing in late fall and persists
under thick ice and snow cover, well in advance of
native aquatic plants. Thus, Curlyleaf is usually the
¿UVWSODQWWRDSSHDUDIWHULFHRXW7KHQZKHQPRVWQDtive aquatic plants are growing, Curlyleaf pondweed
is dying back.
Spring treatment is recommended
So how do you control the spread and nuisance
conditions of the invasive aquatic? Mechanical control can be used, such as raking, cutting, or harvesting
the vegetation. However, it needs to be performed in

native aquatic plants for the season and before they
can produce seeds. All herbicide treatments require
a permit from the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources. If you hire a contractor to apply an herbicide treatment, please be sure to ask them to treat during the spring when conditions are best. Otherwise,
if they apply herbicide in early summer, they will kill
RIIDOOWKHQDWLYHDTXDWLFSODQWVZKLFKDUHEHQH¿FLDO
for wildlife and keeping the lake clean.
Local Organization Actions
Local water management organizations are gearing
up to complete aquatic plant surveys and Curlyleaf
pondweed treatments this year. The Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District will be conductCurlyleaf pondweed forms dense mats on some
ing early spring aquatic vegetation surveys on Fish,
lakes in late spring and early summer.
Spring, Upper Prior, and Lower Prior Lakes again this
the spring (before Memorial Day) to have the maxi- year. The results of past surveys show locations of
PXPEHQH¿W,WDOVRQHHGVWREHGRQHRQDQDQQXDO nuisance and low-level Curlyleaf pondweed growth,
basis where the nuisance growth is occurring. An- as well as the status of native vegetation. Survey reother common approach is to apply an Environmental ports will be made available immediately on the WaProtection Agency (EPA)-approved aquatic herbicide tershed District’s website and directly via e-mail to
according to label directions approved by the EPA. interested parties to help lakeshore owners determine
Based on recent research, the Minnesota DNR rec- if treatment is necessary along their shoreline. If you
ommends that aquatic herbicides for the control of would like more information on the current or preCurlyleaf pondweed should be applied when water vious year aquatic vegetation surveys, please contact
temperatures are about 50 Fahrenheit, and no higher the Prior Lake- Spring Lake Watershed at (952) 447than 60 degrees F. This means treatment is recom- 4166 or view the website at www.plslwd.org.
mended in spring and should not be performed in
The Scott Watershed Management Organizaearly summer.
tion anticipates completing an aquatic plant survey
of O’Dowd Lake, and is working together with the
Permit needed from DNR
Cedar Lake Improvement District to treat Curlyleaf
Native aquatic plants are needed for wildlife habi- pondweed in the northeast bay of Cedar Lake. Adtat, for soil stabilization in the near shore area, and ditional information can be obtained by contacting
to consume excess nutrients like phosphorus. Native Melissa Bokman at the County at (952) 496-8887.
aquatic plants also help improve water clarity. Early
summer applications of “non-selective” herbicides
Information in this article was derived from the
will kill both the young native aquatic plants before Minnesota Lake Association Reporter, 2003 and the
they produce seed in addition to the targeted Curlyleaf 2010 MN DNR Invasive Species Program Annual
(which already has set seeds for the next year). These Report. Dan Miller is Water Resources Education
early summer applications of herbicides therefore are Coordinator for the Scot Clean Water Education Proharmful in two ways – they don’t kill the Curlyleaf gram (SCWEP). Contract Dan at (952) 492- 5424 or
before they set seeds and then they kill off the desired dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
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4-H -- A blue ribbon youth program
By Abby Wagner, Extension Educator
Every summer, over 400 4-H members from Scott County go to the Scott
County Fair in hopes of walking away with a blue ribbon. Not only does Scott
County 4-H have an array of “blue ribbon” kids, we also have a “blue ribbon”
youth development program!
4-H -- the oldest and largest publicly funded youth development organization
– focuses on the process of growing up and developing one’s abilities in positive
ways. Youth development organizations exist to promote the positive, healthy
development of young people. 4-H believes that there is a richness and mutual
EHQH¿WLQTXDOLW\UHODWLRQVKLSVVKDUHGEHWZHHQ\RXWKDQGFDULQJDGXOWVDORQJZLWK
peers and families. In just Scott County alone, 4-H reaches over 5,000 youth
through various programs.
The 4-H program offers opportunities to develop life skills in leadership, career exploration, communications, technology, and much more. The 4-H program
promotes life skills using the “Four Hs” -- head, heart, hands, and heath. No
PDWWHUZKDWLQWHUHVWV\RX+KDVDSURMHFWDUHDWR¿WWKH
bill! Using a unique “learn by doing” youth development
model, 4-H allows youth to design and participate in their
RZQSURJUDPVDQGDFWLYLWLHVUHÀHFWRQWKHSURFHVVGUDZ
conclusions, and relate the learning to future experiences
in their lives. This process helps youth develop essential, transferable life skills that they’ll use throughout their
lives, such as problem solving, decision making, coping,
communicating, and responding to the needs of others.
Today’s project areas include the traditional (and still popular!) animal science
projects that are most associated with 4-H, but 4-H youth also work on cuttingedge technology projects such as robotics, GPS, GIS, and video production as
well as environmental and community service projects. 4-H is continually working to reach new audiences and groups of youth in rural, suburban, and urban
communities.
The 4-H program is teaching more than just how to work with animals or how
to take that prize winning photograph. They are teaching kids how to work with
others, how to solve problems, speak in public, travel to new places, experience
new situations, become a leader, and have fun. Within the 4-H program, leaders
are teaching kids skills that can be used the rest of their lives to make them good
and caring citizens of our community. This is why we pride ourselves on being a
blue ribbon program!
4-H offers programming for youth in kindergarten through one year past high
school.
The Scott County 4-H Program currently offers 4-H clubs throughout all of
6FRWW&RXQW\7R¿QGRXWKRZWRVWDUWRUMRLQD+FOXELQ\RXUDUHD RUIRUPRUH
LQIRUPDWLRQRQ+ FDOOWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW  
Enrollment is open all year!

4-H Youth in the Spotlight
Mara Haugen
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 11th grader
Parents: Lisa and Scott Haugen
Years in 4-H: One year
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
Do you remember being an elementary student and
looking up to the teens at the high school? Was your role
model a positive one? Mara Haugen has accepted that
challenge to demonstrate that there are positive teens in
Mara Haugen
WKH1HZ3UDJXH1HZ0DUNHW&RPPXQLW\0DUDMXVW¿Q
ished visiting the 2nd graders at Eagle View Elementary in New Market, where she
talked to them about developing positive characters by helping them look at being
trustworthy, respectful, and caring.
Mara has also been visiting 6th graders at St. Wenceslaus where each month
they talk about different life issues that middle school students face, such as bullying, peer pressure, cliques, alcohol and tobacco use, decision making, et cetera.
Thank you, Mara, for everything that you do!

The 4-H horse project is set up to allow participants with and without
horses to be involved.

Free 4-H horse project
meeting, clinic set for May
The Scott County 4-H Horse Project
would like to invite you to an upcoming
Horse Project Development Committee
meeting on Monday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m.
DWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQRI¿FHLQ
Jordan. The 4-H Horse Project program
is designed to provide experiences to
help youth develop leadership, citizenship, self-esteem, social skills, become
contributing members of society, as
well as becoming a better horse rider.
The 4-H Horse Program is designed to
be educational, activity-oriented, and -most of all -- fun!
The 4-H Horse Program includes
programs for both those youth who own
or have access to horses and those who
do not, but still want to learn about the
science of equine care and management. Activities can include everything
from educational club meetings to trail
rides, from lessons and clinics to horse
shows and service projects.
The Scott County 4-H Horse Project will also be hosting a Spring Horse

Clinic open to anyone in grades 3 and
up who are enrolled or become enrolled
in the 4-H program. The clinic will be
help on Saturday, May 12 at 9:30 a.m.
at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. Clinic classes will include games,
pleasure classes, ground work, and
trailering. This clinic is free for anyone
who is enrolled (or becomes enrolled)
in the 4-H program.
The Horse Program is open to kids
in grades kindergarten through their
¿UVW \HDU SDVW KLJK VFKRRO KRZHYHU
riders must be a third grader or older.
The program is led by 4-H volunteers
and youth leaders who lead lesson
nights and classes. Horse riding lessons will be starting in May and will be
continuing throughout the summer in
the evenings at the Scott County Fairgrounds. If you are interested in learning more about the 4-H horse project or
would like to sign up for the clinic, call
(952) 492-5410 or e-mail torg0016@
umn.edu.

Hawaiian Adventure 4-H
summer camp planned

This summer’s 4-H camps will be
¿OOHG ZLWK DOO WKH WURSLFDO IXQ DQG DG
YHQWXUHV ZH FDQ ¿W LQWR WKUHH GD\V
Join other 4-H members (and also non
4-Hers!) from Carver, Scott, McLeod,
and Sibley Counties at 4-H Camp located at Camp Patterson on Madison
Lake in Mankato, Minnesota. Camp is
open to all youth in third through eighth
grades, and campers do not need to be
an enrolled 4-H member. As in previous years, there will be two different
sessions: youth camp and teen camp.
Youth camp: For kids in third
through sixth grade, youth camp will be
held June 11 to 13. The cost of camp is
$75 per 4-H member and $80 for non
4-H members. Participants will have
the opportunity to explore several sesJill Conniff
VLRQV RQ QDWXUH FUHDWLYH DUWV ¿WQHVV
School: Shakopee High School
VFLHQFH FDQRHLQJ FDPS¿UHV FXOWXUDO
Grade: 11th grader
encounters, service projects, swimParents: Amy and Kevin Conniff
ming, and much more!
Years in 4-H: Two years
Teen camp: For sixth through eighth
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
graders, teen camp will be held June 13
to 15. The cost for camp is $80 per 4-H
Teens today are being pulled in a million different dimember and $90 for non 4-H members.
rections. Jill Conniff of Shakopee still takes time out of
Participants will attend activities on
Jill Conniff
her busy schedule to volunteer teaching elementary students about being positive citizens in our community. Jill is a strong teacher that teambuilding, service projects, natural
UHVRXUFHV FUHDWLYH DUWV FDPS¿UHV FD
enjoys talking to younger students and sharing her knowledge with them.
-LOOMXVW¿QLVKHGYLVLWLQJWKHQGJUDGHUVDW6XQSDWK(OHPHQWDU\LQ6KDNRSHH noeing, swimming, and much more!
The registration deadline both camps
ZKHUHVKHWDONHGWRWKHPDERXWFRQÀLFWUHVROXWLRQDQGKRZWRVROYHSUREOHPVZLWK
is
May
18, so don’t wait to sign up for
words. Thank you, Jill, for being such a great role model!
the Great Hawaiian Adventure of 2012!

Space is limited. Call the Scott County
([WHQVLRQ 2I¿FH DW   
or e-mail Abby Wagner at torg0016@
umn.edu for more information.

Summer day camp
counselor training
(6th-12th graders)
Do you have a special talent, an
interesting hobby, or a creepy crawly
pet? If so, then Scott County 4-H has
a role for you, and you don’t have to be
a 4-H member! We are looking for responsible 6th through 12th graders that
would like to help lead crafts, activities, games, and songs at the different
adventures being held this summer. All
camps are free for the counselors, and
all counselors are able to make all the
crafts the younger kids are making.
We will be holding a Summer Day
Camp Counselor Training on Tuesday, June 12 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
at the Scott County Extension Of¿FH LQ -RUGDQ Other training opportunities will be held as needed. At the
training session, we will go over summer lessons and dates. Contact Sara or
Abby at (952) 492-5410 or via at e-mail
dunc0088@umn.edu or torg0016@
umn.edu for more information.
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SWCD supervisors attend
“Day at the Capitol”

Alyssa Alness and Todd Kavitz are new staff members at the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD).

SWCD welcomes new staff
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District wishes to extend a
warm welcome its newest members,
Todd Kavitz and Alyssa Alness. Todd
was hired on as Engineering Technician and Alyssa as Resource ConserYDWLRQ 7HFKQLFLDQ ERWK ¿OOLQJ YDFDQW
positions. They join fellow Resource
Conservationists Willie Peters, Scott
Schneider, and Ryan Holzer, who have
a combined experience of more than 25
years with the SWCD.
Prior to coming to the District, Todd
Kavitz worked in both the private and
public sectors as an engineering project
manager. His experience is primarily in
runoff and pollution prevention, best
management practices (BMPs), surveying, and construction management.
Todd earned his Civil Technology Degree in civil engineering/surveying
from South Central Technical College
in Mankato.
Todd and his wife Camille live on a
farm north of Medford with their four
children Cole, 19; Dallas, 17; Cassidy,
14; and Cael, 12. Camping with family
and friends, working on the farm, attending school events and trips to Wyoming and Montana are among his favorite free-time hobbies and interests.
Todd’s primary duties will be surveying, designing, and overseeing con-

struction of engineered conservation
projects, in addition to meeting farmers and other landowners to share ideas
on natural resource conservation and
stewardship.
Alyssa Alness is originally from the
Rochester area, where she spent much
time helping out on her family’s forestry and prairie restoration business.
After graduating from the University
of Minnesota-Duluth with a degree in
Environmental Studies, Alyssa volunteered with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and worked for the
Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District. In her free time, Alyssa
enjoys hunting, visits to the Boundary
:DWHUV ¿VKLQJ DQG HQMR\LQJ WKH RXWdoors with her family and friends.
Alyssa will primarily be helping
manage several of the District’s ecological programs and assisting with project
surveys, designs, and installation. Like
Todd, she will also spend much of her
time promoting stewardship and helping landowners take action to preserve
Scott County’s valuable soil and water
resources.
Todd and Alyssa can be reached at
WKH 6FRWW 6:&' RI¿FH LQ -RUGDQ DW
(952) 492-5425, or via email to tkavitz@co.scott.mn.us or aalness@
co.scott.mn.us.

Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) supervisors recently
DWWHQGHG D OHJLVODWLYH EULH¿QJ DQG D
series of meetings at the State Capitol. This annual event provides local
SWCDs throughout the state with opportunities to visit one-on-one with
their elected representatives and senators. Scott SWCD Supervisors Ewald
Gruetzmacher of Belle Plaine, Jim
Fitzsimmons of Prior Lake, and Linda
Brown of Elko New Market (along
with SWCD Manager Troy Kuphal) attended the event.
“It is important for us to get the conservation message out to our elected
RI¿FLDOVLQ6W3DXO´VDLG6FRWW6:&'
Chairman Gruetzmacher. “This year,
legislators will address issues including a capital budget, appropriations

of constitutionally dedicated sales tax
funds through the Outdoor Heritage
Fund, and other policy issues. We have
to work hard to make sure local soil and
water conservation issues don’t fall by
WKHZD\VLGH´
During their visit, SWCD supervisors met with Representative Kelby
Woodard, Senator Al DeKruif, and
Representative Mark Buesgens. The
event was sponsored by the Minnesota
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
6:&'V¿OOWKHFUXFLDOQLFKHRISURviding land and water conservation services to owners of private lands. Minnesota has 90 Soil and Water Conservation Districts. For more information
on the Scott SWCD, please call (952)
492-5425 or visit www.scottswcd.org.

Scott SWCD Supervisors (left to right) Linda Brown, Jim Fitzsimmons, and
Ewald Gruetzmacher attended Day at the Capitol on February 16. During
this event, they were able to meet with locally elected legislators and attend
EULH¿QJVRQLVVXHVUHODWHGWRFRQVHUYDWLRQ

Lawn care affects
rivers, lakes, wetlands
It’s a common urge in Minnesota –
as soon as the weather warms up, we
all want to get out into the yard and
start working on something. After all,
the season is short and we all want to
make the most of it! As you head out
with shovel and rake in hand, remember that how we care for our yard affects the health of our rivers, lakes, and
wetlands. Follow these yard care tips
for cleaner water:


Keep soil in place. Bare soil
from your lawn can easily wash away with
Involved in the awards presentations were (left to right): Dan Miller; Capt. UDLQDQG¿OOLQZHWODQGVULYHUVDQGODNH
Bill Hildebrand and Bob St. Pierre, masters of ceremony for the event and bottoms. In addition to destroying wildlife
KFAN’s FAN Outdoors 100.3 FM radio personalities; Diane Hrabe and Gary habitat, dirt carries phosphorus, the pollut+DUWPDQQ0LOOHUDQG+UDEHZRUNIRUWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQDQG ant that turns lakes green with algae. Cover
bare areas of your lawn with grass seed or
Hartmann serves on the Scott SWCD Board of Supervisors.
other perennial vegetation.

Rake up and sweep up. Sweep
up leftover sand and salt from winter applications and save to reuse next winter.
Grass clippings, tree seeds, and leaves are
also sources of phosphorus – keep them
out of the curb and gutter in the street. AfScott County Pheasants Forever Forever distribute corn and sorghum ter mowing, sweep sidewalks, driveways,
Chapter 125 presented the Scott Soil for wildlife food plots each spring and and streets clean of grass clippings.
Pick up after pets. In addition to
and Water Conservation District in Jor- partners on urban and rural outreach ac- 
dan with its 2012 Long Tail Award at its tivities and promotions. This past year, containing phosphorus, pet waste contains
annual banquet. Each year, an organiza- Scott County residents planted almost bacteria which can lead to beach closings.
tion or individual is recognized for out- 180 acres of food plots. Past winners Collect pet waste in plastic bags and place
standing conservation efforts, working of the award include Fish Lake Sports- LQWKHWUDVKRUÀXVKGRZQWKHWRLOHW1HYHU
use storm drains for disposing pet waste!
with Pheasants Forever on improve- men’s Club, Federal Premium Am- 
Soak up the rain. Natural landments in habitat, education, outreach, PXQLWLRQ &RQVHUYDWLRQ 2I¿FHU $GDP scapes soak up rain like a sponge. When
and land management in Scott Coun- Block, and John Halloran.
possible, direct your downspouts onto your
ty. The Scott SWCD helps Pheasants
lawn and landscape so the rain water can

soak in. If you are adventurous, you can
create a raingarden, a landscape bed with
a shallow depression designed to capture
and soak up rain water.

Follow the law. Minnesota’s
lawn phosphorus fertilizer law requires the
use of phosphorus-free lawn fertilizer on
existing, established lawns. Get a soil test
before you apply lawn fertilizer this year
to see if any fertilizer is needed. More info
here: www.mda.state.mn/phoslaw.

Scott SWCD receives award
from Pheasants Forever

Lawn fertilizer should have zero
phosphorus.
For more information on spring
yard care for clean water, visit www.
scottswcd.org/scwep or contact Dan
Miller with the Scott Clean Water
Education Program at (952) 4925424
or
dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
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6DIHW\FRPHV¿UVWZKHQ
investing in transportation
3URYLGLQJDVDIHDQGHI¿FLHQWWUDQVportation system is an essential county
service on which citizens and businessHV UHO\ HYHU\ GD\  $V WUDI¿F SDWWHUQV
change and communities evolve, existing transportation infrastructure may no
longer function as originally intended.
Intersections may experience longer
delays, it becomes more challenging
WR¿QGDQRSHQLQJLQWUDI¿FWRWXUQRU
there are fewer locations for pedestrians
to safely cross the road. Scott County
has been upgrading its transportation
system over the past decade to support
the increased population and business
growth in the larger community.
With diminishing transportation
funding available at all levels of government to adequately address demands, Scott County looks to get the
most value out of its infrastructure
investments. The overall goal is to
reduce the number of fatal and lifechanging injury crashes that occur on
the highway system by prioritizing the
most at-risk locations on Scott County
roadways, and then directing limited resources towards improvements at idenWL¿HGVHJPHQWVDQGLQWHUVHFWLRQV This
includes using local funds to leverage
state or federal funds and prioritizing
projects that will provide the highest
PHDVXUDEOHEHQH¿W
The County regularly performs safety audits of the existing transportation
network to identify locations that are
experiencing frequent crashes (crash
rate) or a high number of injury-related
crashes (crash severity). Areas of conFHUQDUHDOVRLGHQWL¿HGWKURXJKFRXQW\wide transportation studies, corridor
studies, and ongoing dialogue with cities and law enforcement personnel.
County staff monitors intersections
and road segments that have documented safety issues, and evaluate alternative solutions prior to seeking funding
and inclusion in the County Transportation Improvement Program. All potential projects are then analyzed and
ranked to determine which provide the
maximum safety and/or operational
EHQH¿WFRPSDUHGWRDYDLODEOHIXQGLQJ
So what have recent County transportation system investments provided?
Upgraded intersections with high safety
EHQH¿WV LQFOXGH URXQGDERXW FRQVWUXFtion at County Highway 2/State Highway 13, County Highway 68/County
Highway 91, County Highway 86/State
Highway 19, and County Highway 16/
Glendale Avenue.
Other intersection improvements
include a ¾ intersection construction
at County Highway 42/Huntington Avenue, County Highway 3/State Highway 169 and at the intersection of 173rd
Street in Sand Creek Township and
State Highway 169, as well as a grade

separation intersection improvement at
County Highway 42/County Highway
17. These intersection projects were
all selected because they experienced
higher than normal crash rates. Intersection designs were evaluated at each
location individually to determine the
appropriate solution based on existing
circumstances.
Measuring outcomes of projects is
essential to the continued ongoing evaluation of the County transportation system. After modifying the County Highway 42 and Huntington Avenue intersection in 2007, the number of crashes
decreased 50 percent and overall traf¿F ÀRZ LPSURYHG DORQJ +LJKZD\ 
The ¾ intersection design was selected
because it allowed the most common
turning movements while eliminating
the most at-risk movements that often
result in the most severe crashes. In
Belle Plaine, the County Highway 3/
State Highway 169 intersection was
DOVR PRGL¿HG WR D ô LQWHUVHFWLRQ DQG
experienced a nearly 80 percent reduction in crashes.
Another example of a high benH¿W LPSURYHPHQW LV WKH LQVWDOODWLRQ RI
WKH &RXQW\¶V ¿UVW URXQGDERXW DW 6WDWH
Highway 13 and County Highway 2 in
rural Cedar Lake Township. Prior to
the upgrade, this intersection experienced a higher than expected crash rate
and severity (with multiple fatalities).
7KLV LQWHUVHFWLRQ LPSURYHPHQW VLJQL¿cantly reduced the number of crashes
and eliminated fatalities in the four
years after reconstruction.
Although it is too soon to measure
results, similar outcomes are expected
with the intersection improvements
underway at State Highway 13 and
County Highway 101 in Savage. This
intersection has experienced about 100
FUDVKHVRYHUWKHODVW¿YH\HDUVFRQVLVtently ranking as one of MnDOT’s most
troubled intersections.
The construction project underway
consists of a partial interchange design
to focus improvements on separating or
eliminating the most problematic turnLQJFRQÀLFWV$QSHUFHQWUHGXFWLRQ
in crashes is expected once complete.
This is similar to the partial interchange
design recently completed at County
Highway 42 and County Highway 17,
ZKLFK LV H[SHFWHG WR VHH D VLJQL¿FDQW
reduction in injury-related crashes.
By emphasizing safety and cost effectiveness, the County will continue
to deliver valuable upgrades to the
transportation system with the available funding. Ongoing evaluation and
monitoring of improvements will help
the County Board determine the best
way to allocate transportation resources
and continue to provide safe, healthy,
and livable communities.
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Spring Crimes
As far as winters go, there wasn’t much of one here this year. Whether that
is good or bad is determined by your personal point of view; but either way, it’s
¿QDOO\VSULQJLQ0LQQHVRWDDQGVSULQJWLPHJHQHUDOO\EULQJVDERXWDFKDQJHLQ
the types of crimes we face.
There is no clear way to predict
what will happen in our community
as far as crime, but generally our of¿FHVWDUWVWRVHHPRUHDFWLYLW\ZKHQ
it starts warming up outside. The
likelihood of vandalism, thefts, and
burglaries seems to increase in the
spring.
There are several reasons why
this happens. First, people who are
drawn to these types of crimes are
Protect your home from burglars.
just as anxious to get outside as you
are in the spring. Most of them have been cooped up and when they did go outside
during the winter, it was normally for shorter periods of time.
Beyond this, people like you (who aren’t committing these crimes) are often
away from their homes and enjoying the outdoors for longer periods of time as
well. This increases the number of targets and the amount of time the criminals
have to spend at those areas to commit their crimes.
It sounds scary -- and it can be if you are the victim -- but thefts, burglaries,
and vandalism are still relatively infrequent incidents in Scott County. If fact, the
numbers for all of these types of crimes has been decreasing in our County. For
H[DPSOHWKH6FRWW&RXQW\6KHULII¶V2I¿FHKDGWKHIWVUHSRUWHGWRXVLQ
EXW WKH QXPEHUV KDYH GURSSHG VLJQL¿FDQWO\ VLQFH WKHP WR D WRWDO RI  WKHIWV
UHSRUWHGWRRXURI¿FHLQ7KHQXPEHUVKDYHQRWRQO\GURSSHGDORWEXWGXULQJWKHVDPHWLPHSHULRGRXUSRSXODWLRQKDVJURZQVLJQL¿FDQWO\,QWKHHQGWKDW
means the likelihood someone becoming a theft victim in Scott County has seen
an impressive decrease.
But crimes are not gone,DQGWKH6KHULII¶V2I¿FHZRXOGORYHWRVHHWKRVH
theft reports in 2011 decrease again in 2012.
We’re sure you would agree thefts, burglaries,
and vandalism should have no place in our community, and there are things we can do to bring the
number of those crimes down.
First, lock your doors. Car doors, garage
doors, home doors… make sure they are always
locked when you are not present or are sleeping.
A locked door can prevent a lot of crime, and it’s
probably the easiest step you can personally take.
Next, don’t leave easy, visible targets. If you
Always lock doors.
have a GPS, an iPod, tools, or other valuables,
don’t leave them sitting in your car overnight and visible to anyone who looks
through your window. Criminals usually like the same things you do, so if you
want to see it in the morning, lock it up at night.
Another big thing, and we repeat this one a lot, don’t adYHUWLVHWRWKHSXEOLFWKDW\RXDUHRXWRIWRZQ Don’t put
photos on Facebook or Twitter telling the world how much
you are enjoying your vacation; don’t talk about your upcoming trip in a public setting like a grocery store or school;
and don’t leave town with your doors unlocked or your key
“hiding” somewhere around your house.
Remember, thefts, burglaries, and vandalism are all
crimes where the offender wishes to remain unknown and
unseen. Make sure you have ample lighting in your yard,
and if you can, get motion detecting lights. Do everything
you can to make your property a less tempting target to a
criminal.
These small steps can go a long way in keeping your
family and your belongings secure.

Customer service hours changed
Scott County’s customer service counter at the
Government Center is now open on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Hours on Thursday are from 8 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m.
Anyone with questions can also call (952)
496-8150.
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Heroin: Cheap, dangerous, and on the rise
By Shannon Fiecke
Shakopee Valley News
As 27-year-old Matthew Cooley
stood before him, jittery while claiming he was no longer hooked on heroin,
Judge Rex Stacey wasn’t buying it.
Cooley, who tested positive for opiates during a random drug analysis on
his visit home from work on the North
'DNRWDRLO¿HOGVWROGWKHMXGJHKHRE
tained a prescription for oxycodone due
to pain.
6WDFH\ZDVÀDEEHUJDVWHGWKDWD0LQ
neapolis doctor prescribed the drug to a
“heroin addict” and refused to let Cooley go, accusing him of doctor shopping.
“I’m not going to let you hurt yourself
if I can do something about it,” Stacey
said. “You look terrible. In my 33 years
[as an attorney and judge], I’ve met a
ORWRIMXQNLHVDQG\RX¿WLWWRDWHH´
“I just don’t understand,” Cooley
objected, claiming he was no longer
using and had quit prior to his original
May 25 arrest. That was the day his
friend stopped breathing while shooting
up. Cooley had spilled out of the truck
with his limp friend in his arms after
their pickup truck was stopped by police on Highway 169 as it sped toward
the hospital.
“He overdosed; you didn’t,” Stacey
responded.
Stacey has become an advocate for
automatically booking and treating the
increasing number of heroin addicts
who come through his doors at Scott
County District Court. “This stuff is so
powerful, it’s killing a lot of people,” he
said. “I’m not going to let them die on
my watch.”
Stacey, who lost a loved one to heroin, knows the risk.
Although he is assigned drug-abuse
cases along with the rest of the Scott
County judges, he is able to pull defendants and their families aside to share
his personal story. In court last month,
Stacey asked Cooley whether he knew
another person from Belle Plaine who
overdosed in a car a few weeks prior.
That person was saved because a passenger managed to grab the wheel, according to police.
Until a few years ago, Stacey didn’t
see heroin cases. Now they’re as com-

alarming, police say, because of how
DGGLFWLYHWKHGUXJLV²HYHQIRUWKRVH
who’ve completed treatment. Of well
over 100 heroin users he knows, only a
handful have successfully kicked their
KDELW VDLG DQ XQGHUFRYHU RI¿FHU ZLWK
the Southwest Metro Drug Task Force.
“Almost every heroin user I see says
they want to clean up; it’s just so hard
to do,” Stacey said.
Heroin’s rapid rise surprised local
law enforcement, which is planning
to start educational efforts through the
Scott County Meth Task Force in hopes
of preventing an epidemic like meth.
“This came fast,” said Shakopee Police Chief Jeff Tate.
Judge Rex Stacey

ing injected, not smoked.“I don’t think
WKH\KDYHDFOXH´RQHRI¿FHUVDLG
And users often don’t know what
they’re getting into. “I don’t think
they’re aware of how physically adGLFWLYH LW LV´ VDLG D GUXJ RI¿FHU ZKR
believes addiction is almost immediate.
³,W¶V D YHU\ YHU\ GLI¿FXOW GUXJ WR
kick,” said Tate, recounting a rare recovered user from Shakopee whose addiction was so bad he forgot to show up
for his own birthday party.
This particular young man had done
other drugs, but always said heroin was
the one he would never do. “But he
tried it anyway,” Tate said.
As authorities plan efforts to educate the public, they are also mindful
of the inherent risk of interfering with
KHURLQWUDI¿FNLQJ7KHDUHDKDVUHFHQWO\
VHHQPDMRUEXVWV²LQFOXGLQJNLORVRI
black-tar heroin headed for Scott County that was intercepted in December at
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport. In just one weekend, 8 pounds
ZRUWK QHDUO\  PLOOLRQ ZDV FRQ¿V
cated in or on its way to Scott County.
In Stacey’s courtroom, Lauro Riera,
a suspected member of a drug cartel,
was caught videotaping a court hearing
for Armando Diaz-Gomez, who was
arrested in the bust of a Shakopee safe
house. Given his personal loss, Stacey
said he’s removed himself from these
FDVHV +H YLHZV DOOHJHG WUDI¿FNHUV
like Riera and Diaz-Gomez as killers.
“It’s caused an epidemic of overdose
deaths,” he said. “Early users and people who have been off it for a while and
go back, this stuff is so powerful that
they will use as much as they were usLQJZKHQWKH\TXLW²DQGLWNLOOVWKHP´

Unaware Public
A local gathering of Rotarians was
shocked when Ciliberto recently informed them of the growing heroin
problem. Two later approached him to
share that their college student children
KDG FRQ¿UPHG D KHURLQ FUD]H RQ WKHLU
campuses.
“We had to play a lot of catch-up
on methamphetamines,” Ciliberto said.
“We want to get ahead of this problem.
We don’t want to be in the same spot
we were with meth in this county.”
While drug use may be a fact of life,
local authorities are especially alarmed
about heroin because of how potent
and cheap the local supply currently
LV²GHVLJQHGOLNHDQ\JRRGPDUNHWLQJ
campaign, they say, to get users hooked
More Dangerous Fix
A cheap substitute for costlier pre- before the price is jacked up and quality
scription drugs (also opiates), which lowers. A small baggie of heroin can
have become harder to smoke because go for $40, Stacey said, half of what
of new formulas, the heroin is more po- an oxycodone pill could sell for on the
WHQWDQGGLI¿FXOWIRUDGGLFWVWRNLFNOR street. Heroin is also more accessible
FDOH[SHUWVVD\7UDI¿FNHGE\0H[LFDQ to users than meth, he said.
The theory is there’s a concentrated
drug cartels, most of the heroin used
ORFDOO\LVVPRNHG²QRWLQMHFWHGGUXJ HIIRUWWRÀRRGWKLVDUHDZLWKSXUHFKHDS
KHURLQVDLGDQXQGHUFRYHUGUXJRI¿FHU
RI¿FHUVVD\
Users are typically in their upper “They’re preying on people looking for
WHHQVDQGV²W\SLFDOO\SHRSOHZKR DFKHDS¿[´VD\V7DWH
are marginally or not employed, often because of drug addictions. Un- Harder to Kick
“I could just work heroin cases and
like meth (an “upper”), heroin acts as
a depressant and can cause vital bodily be continuously busy,” an undercover
functions to shut down. It can be even RI¿FHUVDLG
'UXJ WDVN IRUFH RI¿FHUV VD\ PDQ\
more potent if mixed with alcohol,
Reprinted with permission by the
families are unaware their children are
which is also a “downer.”
In addition to the risk of a deadly RQKHURLQ²DGUXJYLHZHGDVDQ(DVW Shakopee Valley News, March 1, 2012
overdose, heroin usage is particularly and West Coast thing and known for bemon as methamphetamine cases in his
courtroom. “I can count on one hand
the number of heroin cases I had prior
to 2009,” Stacey said, including his 16
years as a federal public defender.
Heroin cases have quadrupled from
10 in 2009 to 45 last year in Scott
County. This doesn’t include the countless related theft cases.
The picture is as grim in courtrooms
across the state, both rural and urban.
After dropping with the slowdown in
meth cases, child-protection cases have
also picked up, rising 30 percent from
2009, in part due to heroin usage, said
Scott County Attorney Pat Ciliberto.

Daycare providers, parents can sign
up kids for County Fair 4-H Camp
Would you like a personal tour of
the Scott County Fair to see cows,
bunnies, sheep, goats, chickens,
and pigs? Would you like to look at
photography, food, and craft exhibits? All youth who have completed
NLQGHUJDUWHQWKURXJK¿IWKJUDGHDUH
invited to participate in Scott County
Fair 4-H Camp! Daycare centers and
providers are also more than welcome to bring younger members, but
must provide their supervision.
Participants will meet 4-H Club
members for tours and hands-on animal experiences during the Fair at
the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. Each youth will receive a vanilla or chocolate malt from the 4-H
malt stand, a craft, and a take home
bag. To register for 4-H Camp Fair,
choose from three different time
slots: Thursday, July 26 from 12:30
– 3:00 p.m., Friday, July 27 from
9:30 a.m. – noon, or 12:30 – 3:00
p.m. Registration is due Friday,
July 13, and the cost is $10.00 per

Tinfoil and an empty pen cartridge are
often used to smoke heroin.

Participants in the Scott County
Fair 4-H Camp will get a hands-on
animal experience.

youth. Groups of three or more paying youth will receive one free day
parking pass ($10 value)!
To register or for more information, please contact Sara Wagner by
July 13 at (952) 492-5410 or by email at dunc0088@umn.edu.

Conservation Day From page 1
Carver Master Gardeners from the University of Minnesota Extension Service, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Scott Clean Water Education
Program, Scott County Household Hazardous Waste Facility, Scott County
Pheasants Forever Chapter 125, and
Shakopee High School Environmental Ethics students. In addition, KCHK
radio personalities will be broadcasting
live from the event from 4 to 6 p.m.
Hot dogs and refreshments will be
served throughout the day. Residents
may also sign up for numerous door
prizes throughout the day, purchase
seedlings, pick up literature, and access
other resources for water, soil, and habitat conservation efforts in Scott County.
Watch your local newspaper or visit
www.sccottswcd.org for more details,
RUFDOOWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQ
at (952) 492-5425.

the Fairgrounds. They may stop by the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
booth to register for the 20-minute test
and get the results a short time later.

How do you take a sample?

To take your sample, run cold tap
for three minutes then collect about one
cup of water in a double-bagged plastic baggie or clean jar. Keep the water
cool until arrival at the clinic. You can
collect the water any time within one
day of the clinic (if you are going to the
clinic right after work, you can collect
the sample in the morning and keep it
cool all day until the clinic). If your water is treated or softened, take a sample
before the treatment. You may also want
to bring a sample from after treatment
to get a “before and after” comparison.
Once you’ve arrived at the clinic, you
will submit your sample, usually wait
DERXW ¿YH WR  PLQXWHV DQG UHFHLYH
the results on the spot.
Bring water samples
Many other vendor booths, food,
for nitrate testing
and refreshments will be available durResidents who want to check the ing the wait time. For more informanitrate levels in their drinking water tion, contact Dan Miller at (952) 492from private wells will have the oppor- 5424 or dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
tunity to do so at Conservation Day at
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
6FRWW&RXQW\$VVRFLDWLRQIRU/HDGHUVKLSDQG(I¿FLHQcy (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate
to provide outstanding service while making the most
of limited resources.” So watch this page for current
and future information from us and our many SCALE
partners!

change in what residents consider the “most serious issue” facing Prior Lake over the past six years. In 2005,
the pace of growth was the most serious issue. In 2011,
the most commonly cited issue was taxes. He added
WKDW WKHVH ¿QGLQJV DUH VLPLODU WR RWKHU FLWLHV DFURVV
the Metropolitan area and that it suggests the City has
gone into Type II development, where the “…pace of
growth is no longer considered as broadly alarming as
it once was and residents are far more concerned now
with the types of things that are being brought into the
community.”
Dr. Morris says that, “56% (of respondents) rate the
value of City services excellent or good. Thirty-eight
percent rate them only fair or poor. That 56% is running higher than the norm in the Metropolitan area.
“In general, residents feel they are getting what
they’re
paying for, that the City services are, in fact,
From Prior Lake:
YHU\ FRVWHIIHFWLYHO\ SURYLGHG´ KH DGGHG 6SHFL¿F
City of Prior Lake/Savage Arbor Day
VHUYLFHV ZHUH HYDOXDWHG ZLWK SROLFH ¿UH DQG SDUN
Tree Sale Set on April 28
maintenance being at the top of the Metro area in their
The Cities of Prior Lake and Savage will conduct UDWLQJ³3ROLFHVHUYLFHDQG¿UHVHUYLFHDUHDWWKHWRSRI
a tree sale on Arbor Day, April 28, from 9 – 11 a.m. the Metropolitan area in their ratings, as is park mainat the Savage Public Works Facility (13770 Dakota tenance,” he said. “The City’s rating on City street
Avenue, Savage). The tree sale is held rain or shine! repair and maintenance is among the highest we’ve
Bareroot trees and shrubs of various sizes, species, and encountered this year across the Metropolitan area.”
cost will be available to Savage, Prior Lake, and area
According to Dr. Morris, 94percent of residents
WRZQVKLSUHVLGHQWVRQD¿UVWFRPH¿UVWVHUYHGEDVLV rated the quality of life in Prior Lake as excellent or
(Proof of residency is required.) Tree sizes range from good. This makes Prior Lake residents “… among the
one to two inches in diameter, and prices range from happiest residents with respect to their quality of life
$22 to $65 depending on species.
WKDWZH¿QGDFURVVWKH0HWURGXULQJWKHSDVWGHFDGH´
This year, pre-ordering will guarantee availability he said. The Prior Lake City Council and staff will
at (952) 224-3400. Pre-ordered trees can be purchased continue to work to deserve these ratings and add addiuntil April 13 or at the Arbor Day Tree Sale. Other tional performance metrics which will facilitate evaluArbor Day events take place at the McColl Pond Envi- ation of other aspects of city government.
ronmental Learning Center (ELC) from noon to 2:30
p.m., and include a ceremonial tree planting tour of
the ELC; Three Rivers raptor activities; Carver-Scott From Shakopee:
Master Gardener presentations; Scott County water- It’s Construction Season -- Watch for
shed presentations; rain barrel sales; rain garden ex- Barrels and Detours
Constructions is scheduled to begin this spring on
hibits; and a Boy Scout planting activity!
County Highway 69 between Highway 169 and Atwood Street on the west
side of Shakopee. Road
paving work on the project is expected to continue
WKURXJK  ZLWK ¿QDO
completion of the project
in 2013. Updates on the
project will be available on
the Scott County website
at
www.co.scott.mn.us/
RoadsTransport/Roads/
Pages/ConstructionPhase.
aspx.
Prior Lake and Savage will conduct a tree sale on
Rehabilitation work is under way on the MetroArbor Day, April 28, 9 to 11 a.m.
politan Council’s Chaska Interceptor along the north
side of Highway 169 just east of CR 83. More work
is planned in the Eagle Creek/Highway 169 area of
Prior Lake Receives Resident Feedback
Shakopee. Expect periodic disruptions to foot and vefrom Recent Survey
Recently, 400 randomly chosen households in the KLFXODU WUDI¿F LQFOXGLQJ ODQH FORVXUHV $GGLWLRQDOO\
City of Prior Lake were asked to complete a 135-ques- nine manholes on residential streets will be replaced or
tion residential survey by Decision Resources Ltd., a repaired as part of the project. Detours or road closures
0LQQHDSROLVEDVHGPDUNHWDQGUHVHDUFK¿UP7KHUH- will be posted as needed. Please direct questions or
sponses provide important feedback on resident per- problems to Tom Buchal with the Metropolitan Counspectives about the Prior Lake 2030 Vision and Stra- cil at (651) 325-6369.
tegic Plan, local government and comparisons to other
From the SMSC:
cities.
Dr. Bill Morris, president of Decision Resources Agreement Reached with Local
Ltd., provided details of the results to the Prior Lake Governments
City Council during a recent public meeting and a
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
workshop. A complete copy of his comments and the has reached an agreement with local governments
survey are available on the City’s website at www. which will assist the future process regarding land use
cityofpriorlake.com.
and other issues which have arisen in the past. A Mem“In general,” Dr. Morris said, “Residents separate orandum of Understanding (MOU) was approved in
into two groups: groups [who] prize the small town February 2012 between the government of the Shakoaspects of the community versus those who put a value pee Mdewakanton Sioux Community and the governmore on what we call the suburban attributes of a com- ments of the City of Shakopee, the City of Prior Lake,
munity. What we found is that those living here under and Scott County. The intergovernmental agreement
10 years and those living here over 20-30 years really on land information was approved by both cities Febshared the same perceptions. They tended to view the ruary 21, 2012, whereas the SMSC Business Council
small town atmosphere here as being the prime char- approved it February 10, 2012. Scott County approved
acteristic that they valued the most.”
the agreement on February 28, 2012.
'U 0RUULV VD\V WKHUH KDV EHHQ D YHU\ VLJQL¿FDQW
“We are pleased that the local governments have

decided to recognize our sovereignty as a tribal government and take a more conciliatory approach to
intergovernmental relations,” said SMSC Chairman
Stanley R. Crooks. City of Prior Lake Mayor Mike
0\VHUVDLG³,GRIXOO\VXSSRUWWKLV¿UVWVWHSLPSURYing and strengthening our working relationships. It’s
very important for folks to work together on a regular
basis and get to know who those individuals are and
EXLOGWUXVWLQRUGHUWRZRUNRQFRQÀLFWVWKDWFRPHXS
or opportunities.”
“I am very excited about the prospects of the
MOU,” said Shakopee Mayor Brad Tabke. “It gives a
forum for all four of our governments to work together
and discuss opportunities and challenges as they come
XSWREHQH¿WDOORIRXUFRPPXQLWLHV´
The MOU establishes an Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) consisting of two members appointed by their respective government, which shall
meet at least once each three-month quarter to identify
and investigate issues of concern to the governments.
The IWG may establish Technical Working Groups
of elected, appointed, or retained experts to study and
recommend solutions on matters of mutual concern;
may receive and review the reports and recommendations of these working groups; and shall periodically
develop and recommend solutions to the governments
in keeping with the intentions of the MOU.
The IWG will serve as a forum that the governments may use for enhancing intergovernmental relations, resolving intergovernmental disputes, and joinLQJ LQ PXWXDOO\ EHQH¿FLDO FRRSHUDWLRQ LQ VHUYLFH WR
their citizens. The IWG may investigate and discuss
alternatives to litigation for resolving disputes and recommend alternatives as appropriate.
It is the governments’ intention that productive
and respectful government-to-government relations
among them be based upon the following principles:
&RQÀLFWV RI MXULVGLFWLRQ WKDW PD\ IURP WLPH WR WLPH
arise should be resolved through productive problem
solving, collaboration, and cooperation that serves to
minimize or eliminate intergovernmental dispute and
litigation; mutually agreed-upon cooperative agreements, memoranda of understanding, and similar instruments of cooperation may be appropriate means of
establishing respective roles and responsibilities in intergovernmental relations and undertakings; and when
shared interests warrant, joint and cooperative efforts
should be undertaken in dealings and interactions with
other governmental and non-governmental entities.

From the Townships:
Do Not Farm Township Road
Right-of-Way
One of your local township board’s primary responsibilities is the maintenance of the township roads.
This encompasses several duties, from the mundane
(e.g., trash removal) to the more nerve-racking (such
as snowplowing on a blustery winter night). Associated with this is maintenance of the ditch inside the
right-of-way, which includes everything from mowing and brush cutting to culvert work and drainage
enhancement. The right-of-way on a township road
reaches out 33 feet from the centerline of the road.
The townships strive to keep the ditches in good
working order by ensuring a smooth ground slope.
This helps water to move easily, and thus ditch would
WR EH GRQH HI¿FLHQWO\  $ GLWFK¶V IXQFWLRQLQJ LV LPpaired when the right-of-way is mistakenly farmed,
as plowing in the right-of-way area prevents effective
mowing… causing erosion issues that lead to plugged
culverts.
)UDQNO\WKHSULYDWH¿QDQFLDOJDLQWKDWPD\EH\LHOGed from farming in the right-of-way doesn’t offset the
public costs of repairing the damage. Recognizing the
importance of this issue, Minnesota Statute 160.2715
“…makes it a misdemeanor [to] plow or perform any
other detrimental operation in a right-of-way.”
Let’s all make an effort to respect the right-of-way.
If you don’t personally farm your land, please speak to
your tenants about this issue. Thank you in advance
for your cooperation – and may all of us have a safe,
SUR¿WDEOHIDUPLQJVHDVRQ

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

National Agriculture Day calls
IRUFHOHEUDWLRQUHÀHFWLRQ
Much has changed since a University
of Minnesota grad, Don Neth, started
National Agriculture Day (recently held
on March 8) to honor agriculture more
than 40 years ago. Back then, talk about
agriculture focused on “the farm problem” and what to do with surpluses.
Today the surpluses are gone, and some
are suggesting this might be the “Golden Age of Agriculture.”
We are living in a time of record
ODQGSULFHVDQGJRRGSUR¿WVIURPDJUL
culture. Today agriculture employs 14
percent of the U.S. workforce and agricultural graduates often have multiple
job offers. Further, there is an increased
recognition of the importance of farmers and food. Even Bill Gates, founder
of Microsoft (and a billionaire several
times over), is now devoting much of
his wealth toward improving agricultural productivity.
And polls show strong support for
agriculture: 95 percent of Americans
say they believe it is important to grow
food domestically, and more than 80
percent of Minnesotans say they have a
positive view of agriculture in the state.
So there may be some temptation is to
sit back, decide things are going well,
and enjoy listening to the good things
being said. The challenge is to appreciate the compliments while continuing
the hard work that brought agriculture
to where it is today.
One of those challenges is educating consumers. Many Minnesotans (and
PRVW$PHULFDQV DUHWKUHHIRXURU¿YH
generations away from a family connection to a farm or a farmer. University of Minnesota Extension educators
working in farm-to-school programs
frequently discover students who know
about french fries, but have no idea what
a potato looks like. Telling the story of
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FarmSCENE
New column to feature farm news

In the last issue of the SCENE, readers were invited to learn more about the
Farm Advisory Board (FAB -- formerly known as the Farm Advisory Task Force).
Now, you’ll have the chance to keep up to date and informed – and maybe consider
getting more involved! – with the FAB through this regular SCENE column, the
Farm SCENE!
While the full FAB meets quarterly, they developed subcommittees that manage
initiatives and projects on a more regular basis: Outreach and Education, Zoning
Ordinances (Liaison to the Planning and Zoning Department), Membership, Communications, and Legislation. Currently, the Outreach and Education subcommitAgriculture remains an important tee is working on a concept to foster better interaction and partnership with local
part of the U.S. economy.
schools; the Communications subcommittee is researching the idea of putting tohow food is produced and what farmers gether a “map-like” directory of the County’s farmers.
Most recently, the FAB has spent considerable time and effort on the proposed
do has never been more important than
FORVXUHRIWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DUP6HUYLFH$JHQF\
)6$ RI¿FHFXUUHQWO\ORFDWHG
it is today.
at
the
County
Fairgrounds.
From
communicating
with
Congressman John Kline’s
“Not only do we need to teach constaff
to
delivering
our
concerns
directly
to
the
Minnesota
State Capitol, FAB memsumers about farming, but those of us
bers
been
actively
opposing
such
a
closure.
In
addition,
the FAB members have
who work in agriculture need to conbeen
closely
monitoring
the
progress
and
of
the
County
Road
8 study.
tinually upgrade our knowledge,” says
So,
who
are
the
members
of
the
FAB?
From
Sand
Creek
township: Jennifer
Bev Durgan, Dean of the University of
Jensen;
from
Credit
River
township:
Rob
Casey;
from
Spring
Lake
township: Don
Minnesota Extension. Food production
Crofut
and
William
Busacker;
from
Cedar
Lake
Township:
Gerald
Williams;
from
is a technology business today; guidSt.
Lawrence
Township:
Ted
Kornder,
Laura
Kieser,
and
Jim
Schwingler;
from
ance and GPS tools help put the crop
Helena
Township:
Arnie
Simon,
Ann
Houghton,
Jim
Prokes,
Dave
Minar,
and
FlorLQWKH¿HOGDQGPLFURFRQWUROOHUVPRYH
IRRG VDIHO\ IURP WKH ¿HOG WR WKH SODWH ence Minar; from Belle Plaine Township: Heidi Morlock; and Scott County ComOne reason new agricultural graduates missioners Joe Wagner, Tom Wolf, and Dave Menden. Recent FAB meeting visiare in such high demand is they have tors also included Steve Kreig, John O’Loughlin, and Albert Bisek.
The next full FAB meeting will be held on Thursday, July 5, from 9:30 to 11:30
both science smarts and technology
a.m.
at the Scott County Highway Building on 282. Interested? Curious? Want to
skills.
get
more
involved? Please feel free to attend this meeting, or just visit the website
National Agriculture Day is a day
at
www.co.scott.mn.us/PropertyGISLand/2030CompPlan/NaturalAreaFarmland/
to celebrate the success of American
DJULFXOWXUH DQG UHÀHFW RQ ZKDW ZLOO EH Pages/FarmlandPreservation.aspx.
needed in the future. The University of
Minnesota is committed to providing
From page 1
the research-based information farmers
QHHGWRVXFFHHG²RQNational Agriculsit advantage ramp onto US Highway received an award given to only one
ture Day as well as the other 364 days
169, two pedestrian underpasses, one project nationwide: the 2011 Project
of the year! For more information on
wildlife underpass, and over 800 new Achievement Award from the American
how University of Minnesota Extension
trees planted. The Eagle Creek Park & Concrete Pipe Association was awarded
supports agriculture, visit www.extenRide lot at the intersection of County for the versatility of concrete pipe and
sion.umn.edu/Agriculture.
Highway 21 and County Highway 16 boxes used throughout the construction.
In addition to the County Highway
was also included in this project. The
new Park & Ride (opening in July) will 21 project, the Scott County Program
replace the Safe Haven Facility in Prior Delivery/Construction Team completLake and is designed to work in tandem ed 12 other projects in 2011, including
with the existing Southbridge Park & WKUHH WRWDO URDG UHFRQVWUXFWLRQV ¿YH
Ride facility located along the corridor intersection safety improvements, two
bridge replacements, and two resurfacadjacent to 169.
Now that the highway is open, orga- ing projects.
nizations at state and national level have
Highway 21 Construction Facts:
begun to take notice, recognizing the
  FXELF \DUGV RI
level of complexity and effort required
to complete such a large-scale project. excavation
  VTXDUH \DUGV RI FRQ
As such, this new alignment has been
awarded the 2011 Minnesota County crete pavement – equivalent to 28 footEngineer’s Project of the Year. The Min- EDOO¿HOGV
 ERDUGIHHWRIUHFODLPHG
nesota County Engineer’s Association
annual award recognizes one peer proj- timber
 WUHHV ZLWKLQSURMHFW
ect throughout Minnesota’s 87 counties
that portrayed exceptional county staff limits)
 DFUHVDFTXLUHGULJKWRIZD\
effort, project characteristics, and inno  \HDUV IURP SURMHFW VFRSLQJ
vative design techniques. The magni3KHDVDQWV DQG RWKHU ZLOGOLIH EHQH¿W tude, complexity, and uniqueness of the to completion
when landowners plant cover and planning process and project construc SHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJV
food plots.
 ZLOGOLIHFURVVLQJ
tion stood out among other contenders.
acres of food/cover plots last year. Corn The County Highway 21 project also
and sorghum are the types of seed available for the 2012 planting season. The
food or cover plots are to be left over the
2012-2013 winter, not harvested until
spring of 2013.
The seed, 15 pounds per acre, is to be
Do you know of a Scott County senior volunteer who excels at giving their
used for wildlife habitat only. A maxitime
back to the community? Submit their name for the award of Outstanding
PXPRI¿YHDFUHV SRXQGV SHUODQG
Scott
County Senior! The person being nominated must be active in the comowner will be allowed this year. Landmunity,
volunteering their time and talents for others, be a resident of Scott
owners may pick up seed at the Scott
County,
and be age 65 or older. The awards ceremony to honor the winners
Soil and Water Conservation District
will
be
during
the Scott County Fair, Friday July 27, 2012 at the Fair Gazebo.
RI¿FHRQWKHIDLUJURXQGVLQ-RUGDQ)RU
Two
winners
in
Scott County will be honored at the fair and are then invited to
further information or to make arrangecompete
at
the
Minnesota
State Fair. The 2011 winner was Marcella Koenig
ments for pickup, residents may call
of
New
Prague.
(952) 492-5425 to make these arrangeTo request a nomination form, please contact Fran Barten at (952) 758ments. The seed is expected to be avail3729
or visit the Scott County Fair website at www.scottcounty.com.
able in mid- to late April.

Highway 21

SWCD, Pheasants Forever offer
IUHHVHHGWREHQH¿WZLOGOLIH
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan, in cooperation
with the Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever, will once again provide
free corn and sorghum seed to residents
with set-aside acres and landowners
who wish to plant cover and food plots
for wildlife.
By planting food/cover area, wildlife
have safe foraging patterns that limit
unnecessary movements and a dependable source of food to help carry them
through the winter in good condition.
This program also helps to underscore
the importance of establishing food
plots closely adjacent to existing winWHU FRYHU7KH SORWV SURYLGH VLJQL¿FDQW
cover and are often a primary source of
food for pheasants, turkeys, deer and
other wildlife in Scott County.
Corn and sorghum, the most appropriate and reliable food sources, are
available through this program. After
selecting a food plot variety, the two
most critical factors residents should
consider are the size and location of
the plot(s). Many don’t realize that it is
FRPPRQIRUVQRZWR¿OOWKHRXWHUWR
50 rows of standing corn or sorghum in
a single blizzard or winter storm. Large
WKUHHWR¿YHDFUH IRRGSORWVDUHPRVW
desirable to offset these wind-related
effects.
The Scott County Pheasants Forever
Chapter has supplied the Scott SWCD
with seed for 26 years. Through this
program, landowners put in almost 180

Nominate an outstanding
Scott County senior volunteer!
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Upcoming SCHS Events

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services
VA launches Personalized +HDOWK%HQH¿WV+DQGERRN
Veterans enrolled in the health care system of the Department of Veterans Affairs have begun to receive personalized booklets that explain their health care
EHQH¿WVDQGFRQWDLQRWKHUXVHIXOLQIRUPDWLRQ³9$LVFRPPLWWHGWRSURYLGLQJRXU
Nation’s Veterans with consistent, clear information about the services available to
them,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.
The new booklet, called a +HDOWK %HQH¿WV +DQGERRN, will provide a personDOL]HG OLVWLQJ RI KHDOWK EHQH¿WV EDVHG RQ HDFK YHWHUDQ¶V VSHFL¿F HOLJLELOLW\ 7KH
handbook will also have contact information for their local VA medical facilities,
appointment scheduling information, guidelines for communicating with their clinical team and, as applicable, information about co-pays.
Distribution of the handbooks began this month, with all 8.5 million veterans
enrolled in VA’s health care system scheduled to receive their handbooks by 2013.
VA operates 152 medical centers and more than 800 community-based outpatient
clinics. Last year, inpatient facilities treated more than 690,000 patients, while
outpatient clinics registered more than 79 million visits.

Free welding, piping training program offered
for veterans, National Guard and Reserves
Veterans In Piping (VIP) is an intensive, free 20-week training program in
welding and piping industry-related skills. Upon successful completion, including
DFKLHYLQJDPLQLPXPRIWZRSLSHZHOGLQJFHUWL¿FDWLRQV\RXZLOOEHguaranteed a
job and enter one of the apprentice programs as a second year apprentice. For more
information, visit www.ua.org.
In Minnesota, call Minnesota Pipe Trades at (651) 291-5001. The United AsVRFLDWLRQRI3OXPEHUVDQG3LSH¿WWHUVSURJUDPFRRUGLQDWHVZLWKWKH0LQQHVRWD'Hpartment of Veteran Affairs, Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development, and two of their national contractor associations. Additional information can be found at www.uavip.org.
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJYHWHUDQ¶VEHQH¿WVDQGSURJUDPVSOHDVHFDOORXU
RI¿FHDW  

Civil War exhibit to open

“Under Where? Unmentionables
Exposed” exhibit will close June 2.

“Marking Time: The Rituals of
Life & Death” exhibit -- Walking you
through milestones in life from birth to
death, this exhibit runs through August.
Exhibit sponsored in part by a Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Legacy
Grant and the Shakopee Rotary Club.

Archival Scrapbooking! May 31,
6:30 – 8 p.m. Learn the tools and techniques to create archival quality scrapbooks to store your memories for a life“Scott County in the Civil War” ex- time! Location: Creek Water Memohibit -- Highlighting soldiers from Scott ries, 107 Water St., Jordan. Fee: $22,
County who served in the war, this ex- includes all archival materials (please
hibit opens May 17 and runs through bring along your scissors and photos).
2FWREHU  2QH KXQGUHG DQG ¿IW\ Space is limited, so registration is reyears ago, the most divisive war in U. S. quired (please call 952-406-8732).
history was fought on American soil between the United States of America and
Garden Planting Party! Saturday,
the Confederate States of America. As June 2 (time TBD). Get your hands
¿JKWLQJ HVFDODWHG 0LQQHVRWD  IUHVK dirty in a family-friendly garden party.
from its admittance into the Union -- We’re preparing and planting the two
EHFDPHWKH¿UVWVWDWHWRRIIHUWURRSVWR circle gardens at the Stans Garden. Be
President Lincoln, and boys and men prepared to get dirty and have fun. Free!
from Scott County were soon on the
PRYHWR¿JKWLQWKHZDU
Bus RoadTrip to New Ulm/Dakota
ConÀict battle sites. Saturday, June 9
(time and fee TBD). We’ll bus to New
Ulm, learning a bit of Minnesota River Valley history on the trip, then tour
battle sites with a knowledgeable guide.
Watch our website and Facebook page
for details!

Jerry Brua welcomed

7KH9HWHUDQV6HUYLFH2I¿FHLVH[FLWHGWRZHOFRPH-HUU\%UXDWRRXURI¿FH-HUU\
comes to us from Benton County and has over 25 years of experience as a County
PedalPub Season Opener, Saturday,
9HWHUDQ6HUYLFH2I¿FHU-HUU\LVD1DY\YHWHUDQDQGKHZLOOEHDQLQVWDQWDVVHWWR
April 21, 1 to 4 p.m. Grab your friends
the Scott County Family.
for great fun! A small donation is asked
for a short ride on the “party bike” with
all donations going to SCHS. Meet us
at the parking lot of Scott County Mini
6WRUDJH%HVXUHWRJHWVRPHUDIÀHWLFNets to increase your chance at the Grand
Prize of a full Shakopee PedalPub
tour, offered by PedalPub-Twin Cities.
(Adults only!)

Prairie Home Carriage Festival set
The Minnesota Whips and Wheels Carriage and Driving Society will hold its
fourth annual Carriage Festival at The Landing in Shakopee on May 19. The
Landing is an 88-acre living history museum with the Minnesota River at the
northern border. There are great areas to drive in among the 1800s village
and by the 1889 and 1857 farm buildings and the fur post. The new location
will provide a beautiful backdrop for the Carriage Festival. For further
information, contact Heidi Block at (612) 875-1004. You may also visit the
website at www.mnwhipandwheels.com.

Save The Dress! Preserve Your
Wedding Dress. Thursday, June 14,
6:30 – 8 p.m. Your wedding dress repUHVHQWVRQHRIWKHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWPRments in your life. Preserve your memories of that special day! Learn
about museumquality
storage
techniques and
materials as you
pack your wedding gown for
long-term keeping. Bring your
clean
wedding
dress (hand clean
if possible; if dry cleaning, request a
“deionized water/rinse”). All packing
materials are provided with the class
fee: $65 SCHS members ($75 nonmembers). Register through Shakopee
Community Education at www.shakopee.k12.mn.us.

Author Talk: Peg Meier, April 26,
6:30 p.m. Peg talks about her books,
Through No Fault of My Own: A Girl’s
Diary of Life on Summit Avenue in the
Jazz Age and Wishing for a Snow Day:
Growing up in Minnesota. Fee: $7 ($5
for SCHS Members).
Kids Kraft: Collection Mania! April
28, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. We’ll read EveryCivil War Cemetery Tour June 28,
body Needs A Rock by Byrd Baylor, then 6:30-8:00 p.m. Tour Shakopee’s Valwe’ll make our own collection boxes. ley Cemetery with a SCHS guide and
Free, but registrations are required for hear stories of our Civil War veterans.
supplies; please call (952) 445-0378 or Fee: $12 ($10 SCHS Members); please
e-mail adrtina@scottcountyhistory.org register through Shakopee Community
for reservations or more info. (This is Education at www.shakopee.k12.mn.us
(and look for Jordan and Belle Plaine
the last Kids Kraft until October 27!)
Civil War Cemetery tours this summer!).

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
April: Through No Fault Of My
Own: A Girl’s Diary of Life on Summit
Avenue in the Jazz Age by Peg Meier
May: Cold Comfort by Barton Sutter
June: Vestments by John Reimringer

Civil War Muster set
Visit the encampments in the American
Civil War, see how Minnesota soldiers
lived, and hear the roar of musketry
during the Civil War Muster planned
at The Landing in Shakopee on
Saturday, May 5. The day includes a
visit by President Abraham Lincoln,
horse-drawn trolley rides, and food
for sale. Cost is $5 for ages 18-64; $3
for ages 2-17; and free for children
under 2. Memorial Day weekend at
The Landing will also feature live
Civil War reenactments as well as a
Wild West Show (on Sunday) and
canoe rides and a special Memorial
Day service on Monday, May 28.

the four years of the Civil War. Their
stories, long overlooked and forgotten,
bring a new perspective to the history of
America’s most bloody war. Free! Paid
for in part from Minnesota Arts and
Cultural Heritage funds.

Women of the Civil War! May 17,
6 p.m. Presenter Vicki Wendel opens
the Scott County in the Civil War exhibit with a program that highlights
the incredible stories of Minnesota
women. These women protected their
homes, supported their soldiers, served
the army in many different ways, and
NHSWWKHKRPH¿UHVEXUQLQJWKURXJKRXW

Check us out on Facebook a www.
facebook.com/ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS. Fees
may be charged for some events. Call
(952) 445-0378 or e-mail adrtina@
scottcountyhistory.org for more information. Scott County Historical Society, 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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End of WWII brought huge celebration to London
Sylvia Johnson Ryan: War Bride
Sylvia Ryan was interviewed as part of Scott County’s Greatest Generation Project. Sylvia lived in the
outskirts of London, England. During World War II,
she married Lieutenant Ron Johnson, an American
co-pilot. Ron Johnson died in 1968, and Sylvia later
married Bob Ryan.
Part 3: The End of the War
I was at home when we got word that the war was
over. You had to be in the heart of London. It was
nagging you. Dad let us go. There were throngs and
throngs of people. Buses couldn’t get through the
streets, but nobody cared.
:HGLG¿QGRXUZD\WRWKHSDODFH:HVWRRGE\9LFtoria’s statue. We couldn’t get any closer. There were
soldiers standing all over her! It was just a wonderful
feeling. You didn’t care. You were hugging everybody
and it was just an emotional time. It was just a wonderful time that the war was really, really over.
When my friends and I went, it was a mass of people. There were all descriptions. There were women
my age and older. There were men. There were soldiers of every country. We were all mingled together.
A lot of them were inebriated. A lot were hanging on
lampposts. Maybe they were gas lamps back in those
days, I don’t remember, but they were on top of trams,
buses, everything.
No one could move, but we did make our way,
gradually. We edged our way in front of the palace.
We’d yell, “We want the King! We want the King!”
He came out on that balcony and waved to us and the
cheer went up. Union Jacks were everywhere! Where
there had been a lot of windows with all the tape on to
prevent them from splintering, they had just pulled all
that down. It was just an exciting time. I wish I could
think of individual things, but it all goes together now.
There was no need for a routine anymore, no schedules anymore. You see everything at home was blacked
out at night and you couldn’t have a little curtain, they
wouldn’t be enough. You had to have heavy curtains.
My dad made shutters of solid plywood to put on all
our windows at night. So we immediately burned all
that!
But we couldn’t dispose of gas masks and ration
books. Oh, no! The ration books, no. My mum and dad
were rationed, I think, up to the ’50s. We used to send
them food [from the United States] because the food
was still short. Here, yes you were rationed, but if you
were rationed in one thing, you could substitute with
VRPHWKLQJHOVHEHFDXVH$PHULFDLVVHOIVXI¿FLHQW<RX
don’t import your meat; you don’t import your butter,
HJJV²DOOWKRVHWKLQJVZHUHLPSRUWHG:HLPSRUWHG
most of our meats from Australia and New Zealand.
Most of our dairy products were from Denmark and
Holland.
All those things had to come by sea. Those merFKDQWVKLSVZHUHGHVWUR\HG%DQDQDVDQGIUXLW²P\
sister, in six years, hadn’t seen a banana. When she
¿UVWWDVWHGLWVKHWKRXJKWLWZDVJRLQJWREHMXLF\:H
hadn’t had fruit like your cans of peaches and pears,
nothing like that. We were rationed to the hilt. Yes, you
had less butter; you couldn’t get much. I think Mother
got maybe two or four ounces a week. We couldn’t get
meat that often, but we could get rabbit. I don’t know
where we got the rabbit but there would be rabbit.
When the women heard, “There’s going to be rabbit
at the butchers,” we’d stand in line and then I would
go and stand in line for my mum. Then by the time
you’d get there, “Sorry, it’s all gone.” That happened
so often.
In the beginning of the war, with the bombing, I
lost married cousins. Their husbands were in the army
and the men were coming home to bury their civilian
wives. An awful lot of civilians died before the main
war erupted. The amounts were just horrendous. I
know we lost a lot of civilians in the war. In the raids
when our boys went to Germany, we lost 500 to 600 a
raid. When you think now, of all those boys, for what?
We enjoyed peace, but the price that was paid for
that peace, England has never regained that. We went
down. There are no winners when it comes to war.

Soldiers from the Allied Forces and civilians held a massive celebration in London near the Royal Palace
when it was announced that WWII had ended.
all British; some had children. The men had been over
VLQFH ² ZKDW \HDU ZDV LW ¶ ¶ ZKHQ \RX >WKH
Americans] came into the war? I came over in ’46, so
they were maybe one or two year old children. One
very pretty lady had twins. To come into a strange
FRXQWU\²,WKRXJKWRIKHUDVXQGHUWDNLQJDELJELJ
risk.
I never thought of it as a risk. I had so much faith.
Ron was so honest. Different ones had said to me, “I
bet you’re anxious to see America.” I said, “No, I’m
going where Ron is going, where he has his future.
Rather than have us go to Ellis Island, we were processed in an army camp! Can you imagine? We were
treated like the army. We had our meals on tin plates
and drank out of tin cups. And the diet! All of us girls
said, “Don’t tell me this is the sort of food we’re going
to have when we get to the other side!”
I wasn’t naturalized, but I was accepted into the
country as an immigrant before I left the English soil.

I get myself into?”
When I arrived at the center at 11:00 at night, I
thought I was going to Plainview, but the army had
different ideas. They sent me to Dodge Center, where
5RQZDVWHDFKLQJ7KDWZDV¿QH,ZDVJRLQJWR'RGJH
Center. I had called his mom and dad from Chicago to
tell them I’d arrived. They couldn’t understand a word
I said. I was assured that they were going to be there
anyway.
I got off the train in Dodge Center, and there was
no one there. Pitch black at night. The train pulled out.
A man I had talked to on the train helped me off with
the luggage I had. I don’t know what he must have
thought. Here I stood at that station, but there had been
another little depot in Dodge Center. There had been a
train station on the outskirts and the train had gone by.
That’s where Ron was.
The minute he knew it wasn’t going to stop, he just
ÀHZ DQG WROG DOO KLV IDPLO\ ³*HW LQ WKH FDU´ <RX
haven’t heard the worst of it, the fun part yet.) He
A New Home
came around and it was a big snow bank. He looked
Plainview was a lovely little town. It’s a very pro- OLNH D JUHDW ELJ EDW +LV FRDW ZDV ÀDSSLQJ DQG KH¶V
JUHVVLYHOLWWOHWRZQQRZOLNHWKLVZDVZKHQZH¿UVW hugging me. All of a sudden all these cars are honking
came to Shakopee. To come from the biggest city in and there was clapping. He had a ballgame that night
the world and to come to a little community, that is and the whole basketball team came and they were all
something you have to get used to. Everybody knows cheering. Then I felt I was in safe hands. And I met his
everybody else.
mom and Dad, and that’s where it all started.
7KH¿UVWWLPH5RQWRRNPHXSWRZQ>LQ3ODLQYLHZ@
Then he taught in Dodge Center. We came to ShaRon knew everybody and everybody knew him. He kopee in 1956 or ’57. At that time, this country, when I
would say to me, “Greet them.” I would say, “I don’t was raising the children, was like everything was milk
know them.” And he would say, “Greet them anyway.” and honey. It was wonderful. You didn’t have to lock
That took a little getting used to. I know that a lot of your doors; everybody was open and friendly. As far
people got the impression that I was stuck up. That as I know back then, there were no drugs. It was just
wasn’t it. I just came from a different heritage. We D ZRQGHUIXO ZRQGHUIXO FRXQWU\ 5HDOO\ ZKHQ , ¿UVW
were different. I lived on a street in London where I came to the little towns of Dodge Center and Plainprobably knew six or seven people. We didn’t know view, they treated me like a queen. I have made friends
everybody whereas here you could. When I came over with people in those towns that I still correspond with;
here, everybody knew everybody and they knew who I still keep up with. This, at that time, was the most
was related to who. That was all new to me.
friendly, the most awesome, very, very kind country.
,Q5RQKDGKLV¿UVWKHDUWDWWDFN,WZDVDPDA New Life in the United States
jor heart attack. The faculty rallied ‘round. We were
I came over in ’46. I was hoping to go to the States in the process of painting our little house, on one SatZLWK5RQZKHQWKHZDUZDV¿QLVKHGEXWDVDQRI¿FHU urday. He was then rushed to hospital with a heart atwith higher rank, he had monopolized lots of rugs and tack. All the faculty got together and by the time I had
pictures from Germany. Of course, that took up the called the paper, “Please get up there and get a picture
whole plane. There were 1200 GI brides on the Queen of those guys painting the house,” the job was done.
Mary.
I got to New York. The Army advised the men not Ron Johnson died of a heart attack in 1968.
to come and meet us. I had a label, “United States
Crossing on the Queen Mary
Property,” pinned to my coat. I had company as far
When I was coming over here, there were so many as Chicago. Other girls were coming to Chicago, and
of us. The embassy had written and said that I would then I came to Minnesota alone. That was in February.
be on the Queen Mary.,WZDVWKH¿UVWFLYLOLDQFUXLVH Imagine my complete shock at the endless miles of
over here. There were 1200 or so. The women were snow. I was in a different world completely: “What did
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$ZHHGLVEXWDQXQORYHGÀRZHU"
With the winter months behind us,
spring rains and warm sun start the
growing cycle that brings our treasured
SODQWV DQG ÀRZHUV WR OLIH  +RZHYHU
these elements also bring in those pesky
and unwanted, noxious weeds with vigor. These unwanted pests cause many
a farmer, gardener, or property owner
lost hours and dollars. But what exactly is a “noxious weed”? The legal
answer is that a noxious weed is a plant
species that has been designated by the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture as
a plant that is injurious to agricultural
and/or horticultural crops and/or humans and livestock.
To help reduce the spread and/or to
eradicate noxious weeds, the state of
Minnesota responded to farmers and

County Commissioners over 100 years
ago to develop a statewide noxious
weed control program. Currently, the
State Prohibited Weed List established
by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture includes 18 prohibited noxious
weeds, eight of which are required to be
completely eradicated when discovered
and ten of which must be controlled;
two restricted noxious weeds; and one
specially regulated plant.
Prohibited noxious weeds: These
are annual, biennial, or perennial plants
that the Commissioner of Agriculture
designates as having the potential or are
known to be detrimental to human or
animal health, the environment, public
roads, crops, livestock, or other prop-

GENERAL NOTICE TO CONTROL OR
ERADICATE NOXIOUS WEEDS
Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of April 2012, pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd. 1 (2009), that all persons in Scott
County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land
they own, occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may
be accomplished by any lawful method, but the methods may need to be
repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and
other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General
Notice may mean that an individual notice will be issued. An individual
notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to the appeal
committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply
with the individual notice will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction
may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the
person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector, the
cost can be placed as a tax upon the land and collected as other real estate
taxes are collected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are noxious
and a list of the members of the appeal committee from your County
Designated Employee (Dan Ekholm) or local weed inspector. The local
weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors or their appointed
assistants.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS
BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Douglas Kasper, Supervisor
Robert Koenig, Supervisor
Gary Schmitz, Supervisor
BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
John Busse, Supervisor
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor
CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Robert Puncochar, Supervisor
Norman Sticha, Supervisor & Inspector
Gerald Williams, Supervisor
HELENA TOWNSHIP
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Terry Maas, Supervisor
Ed Nytes, Supervisor
Darryl Perkins, Inspector
JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Chris Brinkhaus, Supervisor
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor
LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
Robert Pieper, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
John Weckman, Supervisor
Val Theis, Inspector
SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
Bill Heimkes, Supervisor
Les Thill, Supervisor & Inspector
Cy Wolf, Supervisor
Pat Pitlick, Inspector
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Michael Borka, Supervisor & Inspector
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Chris Olson, Supervisor

CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
Tom Kraft, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
Bruce Nilsen, Supervisor
Al Novak, Supervisor
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor & Inspector
NEW MARKET TOWNSHIP
Kenneth Chlan, Supervisor
Joel Helmberger, Supervisor
George Silverness, Supervisor
ST. LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
Hubert Jeurissen, Supervisor
Ted Kornder, Supervisor
Les Quatmann, Supervisor
CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Tim Lies, Mayor
Scott McCarty, Inspector
CITY OF ELKO NEW MARKET
Jason Ponsonby, Mayor
Mark Nagel, Inspector
CITY OF JORDAN
Pete Ewals, Mayor
CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
Chad Lunder, Inspector
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Mike Myser, Mayor
Jesse Corrow, Inspector
CITY OF SAVAGE
Janet Williams, Mayor
Tim Burns, Inspector
CITY OF SHAKOPEE
Brad Tabke, Mayor

'DQ(NKROP6FRWW&RXQW\&RGH(QIRUFHPHQW2I¿FHU'HVLJQDWHG&RXQW\(PSOR\HHIRU
Noxious Weed Control and Enforcement; (952) 496-8876; dekholm@scott.mn.us

erty. They have been divided into two
categories:
Eradicate List ~ Prohibited noxious
weeds that are listed to be eradicated are
plants that are not currently known to be
present in Minnesota or are not widely
established. These species must be
eradicated, meaning all of the above and
below ground parts of the plant must be
destroyed. Measures must also be taken
to prevent and exclude these species
from being introduced into Minnesota.
These weeds include Yellow Starthistle,
Grecian Foxglove, Oriental Bittersweet,
-DSDQHVH +RSV 'DOPDWLDQ 7RDGÀD[
Common Teasel, Cut-leaved Teasel, and
Giant Hogweed.

lic accesses, business properties open
to the public, or on any lands where
public access for business or commerce
is granted and along property borders
when neighboring landowners request
it. Absolutely never cut poison ivy with
a mower or weed-whacker, as this will
FUHDWH D ¿QH PLVW RI SODQW UHVLGXH WKDW
can be inhaled and cause severe and life
threatening allergic responses.
Restricted Noxious Weeds: These
are plants that are widely distributed in
Minnesota and are detrimental to human or animal health, the environment,
public roads, crops, livestock, or other
property, but whose only feasible means
of control is to prevent their spread by
prohibiting the importation, sale, and
transportation of their propagating parts
in the state except as allowed by Minnesota Statutes Section 18.82. Plants
designated as Restricted Noxious Weeds
PD\EHUHFODVVL¿HGLIHIIHFWLYHPHDQVRI
control are developed. These plants include Common or European Buckthorn,
*ORVV\%XFNWKRUQDQG0XOWLÀRUD5RVH

Enforcement of the Weed Law
When a complaint is received regarding
the presence of noxious weeds
Grecian Foxglove is an example of a
prohibited noxious weed that must (or they are observed upon your property by a designated inspector), a site
be eradicated
visit will generally be conducted by the
Controlled List ~ Prohibited noxcity or township inspector. If found, the
ious weeds that are listed to be conproperty owner will be asked to control
trolled are plants established throughout
or eradicate the weeds located upon
0LQQHVRWD RU ZLWKLQ VSHFL¿F UHJLRQV
their property. Depending on the time
of the state. Species on this list must
of the season, an owner may be asked
be controlled, meaning efforts must be
to utilize different methods to control
made to destroy all propagating parts
the weed growth. These methods may
and prevent seed maturation and disperinclude herbicides or mechanical measal thereby reducing established popusures such as cutting/mowing. Failure
lations and preventing reproduction and
to comply with the request could lead
spread. Additionally, transportation,
to a notice to be issued for a property
propagation, or sale of these plants is
owner to abate the weed nuisance. Afprohibited. These weeds include Purple
ter the notice has been issued, an owner
Loosestrife, Garlic Mustard, Spotted
has the right to appeal the decision of
Knapweed, Leafy Spurge, Wild Parsthe inspector(s) within two business
nip, Common Tansy, Canada thistle,
days. If an appeal is not requested (or
Musk Thistle, Plumeless Thistle, and
an appeal is not supported), an owner
Narrowleaf Bittercress.
would be required to correct the violation. If a violation still exists, the inspector has the authority by law to hire a
weed abatement contractor to abate the
ZHHGQXLVDQFHDQGRU¿OHPLVGHPHDQRU
charges against the property owner.
Scott County prefers to work with
property owners to help them identify
QR[LRXV ZHHGV DQG ¿QG WKH EHVW PHWKods to control or eradicate them. Commonly, the County’s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility has herWild Parsnip is an example of a bicides available in the Re-USE room at
prohibited noxious weed that must no cost. The County’s goal is to make
be controlled.
the weed our common enemy and not
Specially Regulated Plants: These end up in adversarial relationships with
are plants that may be native species or land owners who have the misfortune of
may have demonstrated economic value, owning land that the weeds have chobut also have the potential to cause harm sen to propagate on. Dan Ekholm, Scott
in non-controlled environments. Mea- &RGH &RPSOLDQFH 2I¿FHU LQ WKH (QYLsures must be taken to minimize the po- ronmental Health and Inspections detential for harm caused by these plants, partment, is the contact person to help
such as controlling them where humans citizens address weed problems. And of
are mostly likely to come in contact with FRXUVHWKH¿UVWSRLQWRIFRQWDFWVKRXOG
them. These plants include Poison Ivy. EH HLWKHU \RXU WRZQVKLS RU FLW\ RI¿FH
Poison Ivy must be eradicated for public Dan can be reached at (952) 496-8876
safety along rights-of-ways, trails, pub- or at dekholm@co.scott.mn.us.

Spring yard and garden problems?
&DOOWKH0DVWHU
*DUGHQHU+RWOLQHDW
(952) 466-5308

