The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Civil War
Encampment
Hear cannons,
see soldiers
during Civil
War events at
The Landing
in May.
Page 16

GoScottGo! website unveiled
GoScottGo.org offers interactive
resources for people who want to be
active and healthy.
Page 14

Breweries popular in
early 1900s
The most prosperous of six Scott
County breweries open in 1900 was
the Jordan Brewery.
Page 15

Spring flooding closes roads
Planning helps alleviate some commuting problems
As this issue of the Scott
SCENE went to print, water levels
on the Minnesota River and its tributaries had crested in many areas and
were beginning to recede. Colder
than normal temperatures in late
March helped slow the rate of snowmelt, keeping water levels down
from more dire predictions.
However, the National Weather
Service recently raised the possibility of a second crest, depending on
temperatures and the possibility of
additional precipitation. In addition,
a significant snow and ice pack still
in existence for areas north of the
Minnesota River and the upper Mississippi River could exacerbate the
potential, as there is still more water
to come through the system.
“While we may not reach record
crests here in Scott County, the planning that has been taking place the
past few months has been very helpful,” said Chris Weldon, Emergency
Management Director. “I feel that
this county is well prepared for any
possible second crest and we have
many steps in place to help deal with
this ongoing incident.”
For the most up-to-date information on the flooding in Scott County,
please continue to check the flood
site on the County’s website at http:/
/www.co.scott.mn.us/PublicSafety
Justice/CountySheriff/emhs/Pages/
SpringFlooding2011.aspx or the
SPRING FLOODING to page 11

Photo courtesy of Minnesota State Patrol

Spring flooding along the Minnesota River forced the closure of
Highway 101 in Shakopee beginning March 23. Other roads in the area
were also flooded and closed the week of March 20.

Options available for
paying property taxes
… There’s a number of tax payment options for your
convenience! The first half of your 2011 property taxes is due by
Monday, May 16.
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•

Payments can be made at the Customer Service Counter at
the Scott County Government Center (first floor) on:
Mondays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

•

You can drive up to the designated tent area near the entry
of the Government Center on Monday May 16, 2011 (as the
15th is a Sunday) and never need to leave your car. Staff will be
available from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. to assist you.

•

You can use the tax payment drop-off boxes…
… Available inside the Government Center in front of
Customer Service and near the front receptionist desk.
… Available outside the entry of the Government Center
near the postal mailbox from May 1 to May 16.
… At all Scott County Libraries from May 9 to May 16.
(Please check local libraries for hours.)

•

You can also have your property taxes automatically
deducted from your checking or savings account on the due
dates that are shown on your tax payment stubs. For more
information on direct deposit, please call (952) 496-8153.

Proper waste
management
continues to
increase
The numbers are in… and the
positive trend is continuing! Record
numbers of Scott County residents
used the Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility in
2010, with 6,588 people dropping off
problem materials for management
last year (compared to 6,258 dropoff participants in 2009). And those
6,588 people brought over 700,000
pounds of hazardous materials to the
HHW Facility for proper management and disposal — another increase over last year!
Each participant dropped off an
average of 108 pounds of items during each visit in 2010, which is up
from the 97 pound average in 2009.
One interesting trend has been the
increase of electronics and appliances
coming to the HHW Facility for recycling. While the rate of household
chemicals brought in per participant
has risen slightly since last year (89
pounds per participant in 2010 vs. 84
pounds in 2009), the volume of eWASTE MANAGEMENT to page 2
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Commissioners’ Corner

By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

County residents are young,
healthy, more diverse, plentiful
I can’t say that I was particularly surprised by the recent Census figures that
confirmed Scott County’s position as the last decade’s growth leader. After all, we
led the state in virtually all of the annual projections since 2001; Shakopee and
New Prague witnessed phenomenal rates of growth, and Savage, Prior Lake, and
Belle Plaine saw large increases as well. Yet just noting a general 46 percent
growth figure, in and of itself, doesn’t really say a lot about us.
It doesn’t reflect that our growth has substantially leveled over the last
few years. In fact, our population increase rate is now quite similar to that of our
neighbor counties, such as Carver and Dakota. The reasons for this are many, but
clearly the state of the economy is a major factor – people just aren’t as mobile
during times of economic stagnation. However, there are a few “green shoots” of
hope on the horizon: new home construction – while still notably lower than the
“heydays” of the early 2000s – has seen a small uptick over the recent year.
It doesn’t show that we’ve become much more ethnically diverse. Like the
rest of the Metropolitan area, we’ve seen comparatively large increases in the number
of residents of color, particularly among Latinos, Asian-Americans, and – to a
lesser extent – Somali-born Americans. As the state demographer has stated, Minnesota is still a predominantly Caucasian state (74 percent), but we’re quickly
catching up with the national trends. Where once we heard German, Czech, or
Dakota languages (in addition to English) in our grocery stores and restaurants, we
can now hear Spanish, Laotian, Vietnamese, Russian, and Somali in virtually every corner of our county.
It doesn’t demonstrate that we’re still one of the healthiest counties in the
state. But other sources do: the recently released University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute “Counties Health Ranking Report” (issued annually) placed
Scott County sixth out of 85 Minnesota counties on a measure of healthiest population. Scott County’s quality of living – measured though various social and
economic factors, such as high school graduation rates, unemployment rates, number of children in poverty, and incidence of violent crime, among others – is one of
the highest in the state, leading our ranking on several health indicators.
Finally, it doesn’t tell us what you’re thinking or feeling about this place
you call home. And this is why we’re eagerly awaiting the results of our most
recent Residents’ Survey, which we’ve administered in partnership with St. Louis
and Dakota Counties. Frankly, I’m looking forward to understanding a bit more
about – and directly from – residents… perceptions, values, insights, and priorities. A few have questioned whether or not we’ve periodically surveyed our residents just to put more feathers in our caps, crow about ourselves, or justify existing
policy decisions; nothing could be further from the truth. My greatest hope is that
we, collectively, can glean real, honest, and important feedback from you… and
frequently, the best progress is accomplished through constructive criticism. Truthfully, I’m not expecting straight As – particularly in this economy.
But what the Census’ overall growth figure for Scott County can tell us is
that there is a heck of a lot more Scott Countyites than there has ever been…
bringing more youth and vitality, more views and more viewpoints, more demands
and more expectations, and more hopes and dreams for our future. And that, in
and of itself, is pretty cool.

Waste management
waste and appliances being brought to
the Scott County HHW Facility for recycling has risen even faster compared
to last year (increasing by 34 percent and
52 percent, respectively).
Since the Scott County HHW Program provides the electronics and appliance recycling services at a low cost
throughout the year, this reasonablypriced option is proving to be very popular with area residents. This service has
resulted in a marked decrease in the
amount of material being abandoned on
public and private property, which saves
everyone money.
The Re-USE Room also continues
to be a popular destination for visitors

From page 1

to the HHW Facility as they browse the
shelves looking through hundreds of free
items, including paint, stain, varnish,
household cleaning chemicals, automotive chemicals, yard and garden products, et cetera. During 2010, over
73,000 pounds of items were given away
at no charge!
Be sure to visit the HHW website at
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for more
information on HHW management in
Scott County. In addition, you can also
subscribe to the free HHW E-Services
through that same website, which will
provide you with occasional e-mail notification of HHW program changes,
holiday closures, and the like.

County Board meetings through June 2011
April 12 County Board Meeting 9:00 a.m.
County Board Room
April 19 no meeting
April 26 County Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Savage City Hall
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

County Board Meeting
County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting
County Board Workshop

June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

County Board Meeting
County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

County Board Room
County Board Room

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

County Board Room
County Board Room

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

County Board Room
County Board Room

6:30 p.m.

Belle Plaine City Hall

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
All Hazards Committee (1 vacancy). There is one at-large vacancy on this
Committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott
County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster
incidents and events. The identified goals of the committee are that all stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each
and all response agencies; to reduce unnecessary duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee meets quarterly on the fourth Thursday
of the month from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are three vacancies on the Council in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human
Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and
consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The
committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence,
Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6
and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commissioner Dave Menden) – The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior Lake,
and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.
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Earth Day celebrates 41st birthday April 22
Many people believe that the publicity surrounding the publication of
Rachel Louise Carson’s book, Silent
Spring, combined with several environmental disasters across the country in the
late 1960s, helped to create major momentum for a national Earth Day.
On the afternoon of January 29,
1969, an environmental nightmare began in Santa Barbara, California. A
Union Oil Co. platform stationed six
miles off the coast of Summerland suffered a blowout. For eleven days,
200,000 gallons of crude oil bubbled to
the surface and was spread into an 800
square mile slick by winds and swells
effecting 35 miles of coastline. Animals
in the sea were hard hit, and incoming
tides washed the corpses of countless
dead seals and dolphins onto the shore.
Then, on June 22 of that same year,
an oil slick and debris in the Cuyahoga
River caught fire in Cleveland, Ohio,
drawing national attention to environmental problems in Ohio and elsewhere
in the United States. This Cuyahoga
River fire lasted just thirty minutes, but
it caused approximately $50,000 in damage to several railroad bridges that
spanned the river. It is believed that
sparks from a passing train ignited that
particular fire on the Cuyahoga River,
but that same river had also burned in
1868, 1883, 1887, 1912, 1922, 1936,
1941, 1948, and in 1952 (with the 1952
fire causing over $1.5 million in damage). In August of 1969, Time magazine reported on the fire and on the condition of the Cuyahoga River. In that
article, the magazine stated “Some
River! Chocolate-brown, oily, bubbling
with subsurface gases, it oozes rather
than flows. According to Cleveland citizens, anyone who falls into the

Cuyahoga does not drown, they decay.”
Later in 1969, United Stares Senator Gaylord Nelson from Wisconsin proposed a national “teach-in” on the environment to send a message to Washington that public opinion was solidly behind a bold political agenda focused on
solving environmental problems.
Nelson said that “…If we could tap into
the environmental concerns of the general public and infuse the student antiwar energy into the environmental cause,
we could generate a demonstration that
would force the issue onto the national
political agenda.”
On November 11, 1969, Nelson and
his staff announced that April 22, 1970
— a date chosen to fit best in college
schedules between spring break and final exams — would be the day for what
they named the “National Teach-In on
the Crisis of the Environment.” U.S.
President Richard Nixon said, “It is sad
that it was necessary that Santa Barbara
should be the example that had to bring
it to the attention of the American people.
What is involved is the use of our re-

SmartLink Transit service
continues during flood
Despite all the snow, SmartLink
Transit had a pretty good winter! Ridership continues to grow and buses run at
or near capacity regularly. In February,
SmartLink provided the transportation
for the Special Olympics Polar Plunge
that was held in Prior Lake. Jason and
Betty, both bus drivers, took the plunge
and helped raise money for the Special
Olympics. Way to go, Betty and Jason!
We are now in the middle of dealing with closed roadways due to flooding. SmartLink Transit does operate on
both sides of the river, so services are
being impacted. We started working on
this possibility fairly early in order to
mitigate problems, but making trips
across the remaining open roads has
caused service delays because of the
added distance of the trips and congestion. Please be patient with us, and plan
your pick up times allowing plenty of
time for appointments. Call your reservations in as early as seven days in advance for a better chance of SmartLink
having the availability to provide a ride
for you when you need it.

Our Customer Service Center talks
to a lot of people every day. While they
have established some very good relationships with many of our riders, most
people who call don’t know anything
about the Customer Service Agents. So
meet Susan – our lead scheduler. Susan is a wife, mother, and grandmother
with two dogs in her household. Susan
has worked in this office for at least a
decade, so if there is any way we can do
your trip, Susan will find it.
Another Customer Service agent is
Christy, also a wife, mother, and grandmother. Christy doesn’t have any dogs,
but she does have a cat. Christy is very
compassionate and will work with Susan when she can’t find a route with an
opening for the trip you are requesting.
Finally, there’s Maria. She came
to SmartLink from Carver County when
we formed our collaboration in 2009.
She is a wife, mother, and grandmother.
She also drove the buses in Carver
County before coming into the office.
We’ll introduce you to some of the other
staff in the next issue.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions or a suggestion for a future topic.

sources of the sea and of the land in a
more effective way and with more concern for preserving the beauty and the
natural resources that are so important
to any kind of society that we want for
the future. Santa Barbara and other similar incidents have frankly touched the
conscience of the American people.”
Superfund is the common name for
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (CERCLA), a United States federal law designed to clean up abandoned
hazardous waste sites. Superfund created the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR), and it
provides broad federal authority to clean

up releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances that may endanger
public health or the environment. The
law authorized the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to identify parties
responsible for contamination of sites
and compel the parties to clean up the
sites.
There has been a vast improvement
in the environment since April 22, 1970.
If you would like to learn more about
the history of Earth Day, check out
Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring or
Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac. Both are considered to be required
reading on the environmental movement
in the United States.

Practical tips to reduce
gas consumption
With gas prices climbing higher every day, everyone is looking for ways to
reduce the impact of those price increases on their budgets. Fortunately,
there are several easy steps we can take
today to improve our gas mileage. Following these simple suggestions will
reduce the painful bite from this latest
round of gasoline price increases. If
everyone in the United States were to
reduce the level of their gasoline consumption, the price we pay at the pump
might even drop. At the very least, these
steps can help reduce our dependence
on foreign petroleum.
Drive with a light foot. Aggressive driving (speeding, rapid acceleration, or quick braking) does waste gas.
In fact, that type of driving can lower
your gas mileage by 33 percent at highway speeds, and by five percent around
town — equivalent to saving $0.11 to
$0.73 per gallon. Eliminate “jack-rabbit” starts. Accelerate slowly when starting from dead stop. Don’t push the pedal
down more than 1/4 of the way. This will
allow your vehicle to function at peak
efficiency. Don’t tailgate the driver in
front of you, and drive at a steady speed.
Remember, it is always a good idea to
coast downhill.
Observe the speed limit. You’ll get
the best mileage at about 55 mph. Mileage decreases rapidly at speeds above
60 mph. Each five mph over 60 is like
paying an additional $0.15 per gallon for
your tank full of gasoline.
Remove the junk from your
trunk. Empty out your trunk, the back
seat, and lighten your load as much as
possible. An extra 100 pounds in your
car could reduce your mileage by two
percent (or $0.05 a gallon).
Clean the outside of your car. During cold weather, remove icicles and
snow from your car before you drive.
Snow and ice will add extra weight to
your vehicle, while also increasing the
wind resistance that will waste gas.
Avoid excessive idling. Turn off the
ignition while stuck in traffic, or any
other time you’ll be stopped for more
than one minute.
Use your cruise control. It will help
you maintain a constant speed, and that
can save gas.
Use overdrive. If your car is
equipped with an overdrive gear, it will
save gas and reduce engine wear.
Get a tune-up. As the quality of
cars and durability of spark plugs have
improved, some people have stopped
getting regular tune-ups. A poorly tuned
car can use up to 25 percent more gas.
Get your car tuned up at least as frequently as recommended by the manufacturer.

Check your oxygen sensor. A
faulty oxygen sensor can result in a 40
percent reduction in mileage.
Replace your air filter. A clogged
air filter will reduce air flow and reduce
your mileage up to 10 percent, costing
you about $0.25 a gallon.
Keep your tires properly inflated.
Underinflated tires can lower mileage
0.4 percent for every psi drop. Properly
inflated tires are safer and will last
longer. For accurate and consistent readings, always check the pressure when
your tires are cold.
Use the correct grade of motor oil.
For example, if you use 10W-30 oil in a
car designed for 5W-30, you’ll consume
one to two percent more fuel. Some
people swear that using synthetic oil results in better mileage; while this has yet
to be proven, it might be worth a try.
Drive less. Here are some smart
ideas: carpool, telecommute, combine
trips, eat at home, shop on the internet,
ride a bike, and take the bus or train.
Consider a more fuel efficient vehicle: The next time you are in the market for a car, consider fuel economy as
one of the factors in your decision-making process. Visit the following website
for help with your decision: http://
w w w. f u e l e c o n o m y. g o v / f e g /
bestworst.shtml.
Buy gasoline during the coolest
time of the day. Early morning or late
evening is best, as gasoline is denser
during these times. Gas pumps measure
volumes of gasoline, not densities of fuel
concentration, so you will get slightly
more gasoline for your money when the
fuel in the station tanks is cooler!
Avoid overfilling your gas tank.
Overfilling will usually result in gasoline sloshing over and out of your tank.
Never fill your gas tank past the first
“click” of fuel nozzle automatic shut-off.
Close your gas cap tightly when done
filling your tank.
Close your windows whenever
possible. Your open car windows will
cause increased air drag, which can reduce your mileage by 10 percent. Use
the air conditioner only when you need
it. When your air conditioner is running,
the engine ends up working harder which
increases fuel consumption by about 20
percent. By keeping your windows
closed and turning off the air conditioner,
you’ll save gasoline!
Look for alternative fuels. Many
large SUVs (such as some Chevrolet
Suburbans, Yukons, or Tahoes, for example) can run on either gasoline or E85 alcohol-gasoline blends with no mechanical adjustment at all. Visit
www.clean
airchoice.org
or
www.E85fuel.com for E-85 station locations and lists of flex fuel vehicles.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Safety first when responding to floods
With record snowfalls in Minnesota this year, flooding was inevitable. Emergency Management has been monitoring the snowmelt conditions and putting flooding preparations in motion. To keep abreast of the latest predictions and flood
information in Scott County, go to the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us.
In addition, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has put together several
fact sheets on how to prepare for and respond to a flood. This information is on the
MDH website at www.health.state.mn.us/floods.
Safety comes first when responding to floods -- whether you are a homeowner,
business owner, or a first responder helping out during a flood. Some individuals
think that you may need additional vaccinations during a flood, but you do not.
Diseases prevented by vaccine are uncommon in flood situations. Disaster preparedness experts and the MDH recommend that mass vaccinations can pull needed
resources away from cleanup and rescue efforts. These are vaccine questions that
Public Health commonly receives regarding flooding:
Tetanus? You don’t need to take time to get a tetanus shot right now if
you are dealing with a flood or other disaster. A tetanus shot is due for adults as a
booster every 10 years. Children receive a basic series of four shots between two
and 18 months of age, and booster shots at four to six years of age and again at 11
to 12 years of age. If you are wounded, check with your doctor or clinic to see if
you need a tetanus shot. It will depend on the type of wound and when you last had
a shot.
Hepatitis A? There is no reason for most people to get a Hepatitis A shot
during floods or other disasters. Hepatitis A is not a risk in floods. Even sewer
workers don’t need Hepatitis A shots.
Hepatitis B? There is no reason for most people to get Hepatitis B shots during floods or other disasters. Hepatitis B is not a risk in floods. Health care
workers who come into contact with blood and other body fluids should already be
immunized.
However, it is still important to prevent injury and infection during cleanup:
Wash your hands as often as possible using soap and water.
Wear protective clothing to prevent injury:
1. Heavy, hard-soled shoes
2. Long-sleeved shirt and long pants
3. Heavy, waterproof, cut-resistant work gloves
4. Safety goggles
• Take care of wounds right away. For minor wounds:
1. Wash your hands first before caring for a cut
2. Clean the wound with soap and water
3. Pat the wound area dry and apply a clean, dry dressing
For more serious wounds:
1. Clean the dirt around the wound
2. Loosely cover the wound if possible and seek medical care

•
•

Hand Washing and Food Safety
Protect yourself and your family by using good hand washing techniques. Scrub
hands often with soap and water; if soap and water
aren’t available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
(followed by hand washing with soap and water as
soon as possible). Clean surfaces that hold food with
soap and safe water, rinse thoroughly. If the surface
has been exposed to flood water, also soak the surface with a solution of one tablespoon of household
bleach per gallon of safe water. Allow surface to air
dry. Throw out any food or drink and their containers
that may have been in contact with flood water; this
includes unopened cans or bottles. If you are unsure of food, or if it looks bad or
smells bad, throw it out.
Drinking Water
If your water well has been flooded, it is most likely not safe to
drink. Use only water from a known, safe source for drinking, cooking, making ice or baby formula, dishwashing, or brushing teeth.
The safest water choices at this time are bottles of water you buy at
a store or water boiled at a rolling boil for at least one minute. Use
caution if you use flooded well water for bathing. Showering is not
advised. Consult MDH for well cleanup instructions or questions.
Gasoline Powered Engines
Gasoline engines are used to pump water or make power. Always use them
outside — never indoors. Use gasoline engines away from enclosed spaces. Do
not use them in garages or near open windows, doors, vents, or air intakes. These
engines make poisonous gases like carbon monoxide. This deadly gas has no odor,
color, or taste. It can cause illness or death.
Before Reentering Your Home for Cleanup:
Before entering a building that has been flooded, take care to be safe first.
Watch for loose plaster, drywall, and ceilings that could fall. Wear sturdy shoes to
prevent cuts, the most common wound after a disaster. Use battery-powered lights
or flashlights if you need light for a short time. Fire is the most common hazard
after floods. Look for broken or leaking gas lines; flooded electrical wires; furFLOOD PRECAUTIONS Continued at right
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Mobile Health Clinics set
Scott County Public Health identified a need for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved. Through an exciting,
unique partnership with the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott
County Public Health has started to provide adult and child health screening,
preventative health care, health information and assistance with connecting to
ongoing health care and other local resources.
The services are provided with the
use of the Mobile Unit owned by the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. This partnership enables services
to be brought directly to those in need
by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
The April Mobile Health Clinics will
be held:
• Thursday, April 14, 2 – 5 p.m.
at the Scott County Fairgrounds (U of
M Extension) — 7151 190th St W, Suite
100, Jordan
• Thursday, April 28, 2 – 5 p.m.
at the Savage Public Library — 13090
Alabama Ave., Savage
The May Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
• Thursday, May 12, 2 – 5 p.m.
at the Russian Evangelical Baptist
Church — 1205 10th Ave, Shakopee

The Mobile Health Clinics will be
held in Jordan and Savage in April
and in Shakopee during May.

Information on specific dates, times,
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott County website.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County.
For more information on mobile
health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

FLOOD PRECAUTIONS Continued from left
naces and electrical appliances that are under water; and, items that can catch fire
or explode.
Check for Gas Leaks!
If you smell gas or hear a blowing or hissing noise:
• Quickly leave the building.
• Turn off the gas at the outside main valve, if you can.
• Call the gas company from a remote location immediately.
If you turn off the gas for any reason, a professional must turn it back on.
Look For Electrical Damage. Do not step in water if you see sparks, broken or frayed wires, smell burning insulation, or need to turn off electricity.
Call an electrician to help. If you can safely reach the fuse box or circuit breaker,
turn off the electricity.
Pump floodwater out of a basement slowly. Pump about one-third of the water
each day to avoid damage to basement walls. Pressure from water in the soil outside the walls can break walls if you pump too fast.
Basic Cleanup. If needed, take a picture of the flood damage (such as buildings and contents) before you start cleaning. Pictures help with insurance claims.
Wear an N-95 respirator, rubber boots, rubber gloves,
and eye goggles to clean up. Be particularly careful cleaning up areas with asbestos. Dry asbestos fiber can enter
your lungs when you breathe, and it can cause cancer.
Wet asbestos is less likely to be in the air. If your home
or building has asbestos in it, call an asbestos company
to take it away safely; and call the MPCA (651-296-6300) to find out where to take
it safely.
Take out and throw away porous things that soak up water. Wood, wallboard,
wallpaper, insulation, carpeting, and mattresses can grow mold that can make you
sick. When in doubt, throw it out!
To scrub hard, non-porous surfaces — such as concrete, countertops, and appliances — use soap and safe water. Rinse well with safe water. Scrub and rinse
with safe water before using a bleach mix. Do not mix bleach with soap or other
products.
You will need to dry out your home after cleanup. Open doors and windows to
help dry your home; use fans and dehumidifiers to help the process. Always use
power tools outdoors, not inside, such as gasoline engines used to pump water or
to make power. Never use grills that use natural gas or charcoal indoors. Use
these tools away from enclosed spaces, garages, open windows or doors, or air
intakes. They make gases that can cause illness or death.
Clean up fuel-oil spills by wearing clothing that will not soak up oil when
cleaning. Keep children and pets away from fuel-oil spills and keep fresh air moving in the area. Throw away items that are porous and have soaked up the oil. Keep
away anything that can start a fire. An oil spill is a potential fire hazard. Report the
spill to the state Duty Officer at (651) 649-5451 or (800) 422-0798.
These are recommendation from the Minnesota Department of Health that can
assist you to be safe during a flood or flood clean-up. Hopefully, no one has to use
these recommendations. Be safe and be prepared! For more information, go to
www.health.state.mn.us/floods.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

The dangers of mercury
Most, if not all, of us have seen or heard about the dangers of mercury — and
that in the event of a spill or exposure, it can cause serious damage to the environment and to people. But what does that really mean? I am hoping this short article
will provide some useful information about mercury, why it’s dangerous, and what
you should do if you become aware of a spill in your home or place of work.
According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), mercury is an
environmental problem around the world. Minnesota and other states with lakes
are especially aware of this because one of the most serious ways people are exposed to mercury is through eating contaminated fish. Some mercury is natural in
the environment. Some comes from our intentional uses of mercury, and some is a
polluting byproduct of burning coal and certain mining and manufacturing processes.
It is relatively easy to prevent mercury from some sources from entering the
environment, but it may be very difficult to control mercury from others. For example, we can purchase products with no mercury instead of similar products made
with it, such as a common household thermometer. On the other hand, the mercury
in the emissions from burning coal or heating taconite pellets is difficult to capture; even when captured, over time some of the captured mercury could escape to
the environment.
Earlier I mentioned that one way people could be exposed is by eating fish.
Why are fish a potential source? We all know that there are significant health benefits to eating fish, so how do fish become contaminated?
Per the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), contaminants can reach rivers and lakes from local sources, such as improperly stored wastes and abandoned
dumps. Once in a lake or river, mercury is converted to methylmercury by bacteria.
Fish absorb methylmercury from their food. Mercury is bound to proteins in all
fish tissue, including muscle. There is no method of cooking or cleaning fish that
will reduce the amount of mercury in a meal. Larger, older fish and fish which eat
other fish accumulate more contaminants than smaller, younger fish which eat less
contaminated prey.
The methylmercury you eat in the fish then builds up in your body over time.
This could be over months or years, depending on how much contaminated fish
you eat. The MDH has issued a fish eating advisory
— and if you follow this advisory, methylmercury can
be safely eliminated by your body between meals.
These safe eating guidelines can be found on the MDH
website at http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/fish/
eating/index.html
What risks are there in eating too much methylmercury? According to the
MDH, large amounts of mercury may harm the nervous system. Young children,
developing fetuses, and breast-fed babies are at most risk because small amounts
of mercury can damage a brain that is just starting to form or grow. Too much
mercury may affect a child’s behavior and lead to learning problems later in life.
The first symptoms of adult mercury poisoning include a lack of coordination and
burning or tingling sensation in the fingers and toes. As mercury levels increase,
your ability to walk, talk, see, and hear may all be affected in subtle ways. The
consumption advice given by MDH is intended to keep the mercury in your body
below levels that damage the nervous system.
You may also hear from time to time about mercury spills in homes and schools.
School officials, first responders, and the MPCA take spills in a school very seriously. For the most part, when you hear of a mercury “spill” it’s in the form of
liquid mercury, also known as “quicksilver.” How much mercury is dangerous? It
doesn’t take much; two tablespoons would be considered a major spill. It’s also
very costly to clean these up, as the MPCA recommends having a professional
emergency contractor do the work. There are several steps that need to be taken
and most people simply don’t have the right equipment or training to do a proper
cleanup.
For example, some of the cleanup steps include leaving all shoes, clothing, or
other articles that were splashed with mercury at the spill area. Wash exposed skin
with soap and water. If possible, open outside doors and windows to increase ventilation. Make sure the material does not get tracked to other rooms. Close off the
area of the spill from the rest of the building, and close all cold air returns so the
vapor does not move throughout the rest of the building. All spills should also be
reported to the Minnesota Duty Officer. The air should be monitored to insure the
mercury levels are low and won’t be inhaled and removal of contaminated carpeting or furniture must take place.
The reason for this approach is again due to the fact that mercury is a toxin that
affects the central nervous system. Children younger than 15, whose nervous systems are still developing, are more susceptible to harm from mercury exposure
than are adults.
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Volunteer while laid off
and build your resume
Across the country, career advisors
and employers are advising people who
are unemployed to expand their skills
and resumes through volunteering as
they search for work. Volunteering gives
you the chance to learn about other careers, network, and fill holes on your
resume – all while contributing to the
well-being of your community.
4-H provides a wide array of volunteering opportunities for capable, caring adults to guide youth in 4-H activities in Scott County. 4-H offers ageappropriate, hands-on learning via shortand long-term projects and activities,
including 4-H clubs, special interest
groups, afterschool programs, and
camping.
In 4-H, youth design and participate
in their own programs and activities.
This unique, learn-by-doing model
teaches kids essential, transferrable skills
that they’ll use throughout their lives,
such as problem solving, decision making, coping, communicating, and responding to the needs of others. Whether
youth are building rockets, raising dairy
cows, or writing musical plays, 4-H
gives them the skills they need to succeed in life. Examples of 4-H project
areas include: robotics, shooting sports,
youth leadership, performing arts, photography, veterinary science, gardening,
and foods and nutrition. The more traditional projects — such as clothing,
food preservation, and animal sciences
— still exist and are as strong as ever.
Your professional skills may align

nicely in a project
specific area or if
you prefer to stay
behind the scenes,
4-H needs the expertise of volunteers in
planning events, creating marketing materials, networking,
writing grants, and fundraising. There
are numerous resume enhancing rewards
to volunteering:
• Enhance an existing skill.
• Develop a new skill.
• Learn how to adapt programming to a unique audience.
• Expand your network.
• Apply and show direct examples of leadership, coordination, and
management skills.
• Demonstrate a desire to help
others.
All that, and the reward of making
a difference in the life of a young person! 4-H volunteers are supported by a
professional staff, including 4-H program coordinators and 4-H Extension
educators. All adults that volunteer with
4-H are expected to complete an application, background check, and training.
Staff will mentor new volunteers into a
role that makes sense depending on your
time commitment, interests, and location. For more information, contact
Abby Wagner at the Scott County Extension Office via email at
torg0016@umn.edu or call (952) 4925410.

DANGERS OF MERCURY Continued from left

more energy-efficient, they prevent more mercury from being released into the air
by power plants. These bulbs need to be recycled properly; never throw them in
the trash. Many retailers that sell fluorescent light bulbs also collect
them for recycling. The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Facility — located at 588 Country Trail East (Hwy 282) in
Spring Lake Township — will also accept fluorescent bulbs from
Scott County households at no charge.
If you break a fluorescent bulb, keep people and pets out of
the room. Open the windows and exterior doors to vent the mercury
vapor to the outside for about 15 minutes before you clean up. Put
on rubber gloves and carefully pick up the fragments, glass shards,
and any powder with sticky tape. Once you’ve picked up any visible
pieces, you can vacuum. Place all the pieces and used cleanup materials (including the vacuum bag) in a plastic bag, then seal it. Call
your local HHW program at (952) 496-8652 for disposal instructions. Be sure to
wash your hands after clean up. If you break more than two fluorescent bulbs or if
you are unsure what to do, call the Minnesota Duty Officer at 1-800-422-0798 any
time, day or night.
For more information on fluorescent bulbs, see the Minnesota PCA website at
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/mercury/frequently-asked-questionsabout-mercury.html
What should you do if you spill liquid mercury in your home? Cleaning up
this material can be hazardous as mentioned above, and complicated. According to
the MPCA, cleaning and disposing of it quickly is very important. Spilled mercury
can form droplets that can accumulate in the tiniest of places. It will also vaporize
as mentioned above, and it’s odorless and toxic when inhaled.
The steps below are examples of what you can do if you decide to clean up the
spill yourself. Keep all people and pets away from the spill area and immediately
open windows and exterior doors. Close all doors between the room where the
mercury was spilled and the rest of the house, and close all cold air returns so that
mercury vapor is not carried throughout the house. Turn down heaters and turn up
room air conditioners. Do not use central air conditioning, as that will circulate the
mercury vapor throughout the entire house. Turn off fans unless they vent to the
outdoors and use fans to blow mercury-contaminated air outside.
Mercury can also damage the liver and kidneys. Even small amounts are a
Never allow people who are wearing mercury contaminated shoes or clothing
health hazard, because mercury volatilizes (becomes a vapor) at room temperature to walk around the house. This will help prevent the spread of spilled mercury.
and students and staff may be exposed to toxic levels when they inhale vapor. Never use an ordinary vacuum cleaner or a shop vacuum to clean up mercury. The
Remember, long-term exposure to even low amounts of mercury can impact one’s vacuum cleaner can heat up the mercury and cause it to become airborne mercury
health.
vapor. In addition, the vacuum cleaner will become contaminated with mercury
The Minnesota Legislature passed a law in 2007 banning mercury and mer- and may continue to release vapor for a long time.
cury-containing instruments from Minnesota schools (exclusive of fluorescent bulbs
For complete details on cleaning up a spill in your home see the Minnesota
and thermostats in the heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning system). This law PCA
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/viewwebsite
at
became fully effective on December 31, 2009. For this reason, there should be no document.html?gid=12769.
mercury or mercury instruments in your school, and every effort should be made to
Some of the products we use every day are made better through the proper
ensure that staff and students do not bring such items into your school.
application of mercury. However, we do need to respect the damage that can hapPlease keep in mind that fluorescent bulbs also contain some mercury. These pen if we spill mercury or break a fluorescent bulb. Be careful if you become
bulbs are safe to use and no mercury is released when using them. Because they are aware of a spill in your home or workplace. Keep yourself and family safe from
the dangers of mercury by using this material in the way it was intended.
DANGERS OF MERCURY Continued at right
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Be prepared
Ever since I was a Cub Scout, I’ve taken this Scout motto seriously. One of the
prerequisites to being fully prepared is to understand the challenges. I’ve always
carried a wide assortment of tools in my vehicles, and – being a good Minnesotan
– this includes jumper cables. I’m a believer in Murphy’s Law (i.e., “Anything
that can go wrong, will go wrong”); and although some may call me a cynic, I
think of myself as a pragmatist. (It has a more sophisticated sound to it.) But I’m
also the guy who will have jumper cables for you when your car battery dies.
In school, we all learned the need to be adequately prepared for tests, although
not everyone applies the same effort. Of course, the level of effort we expend to
get prepared is often logically related to the seriousness of the threat or benefit of
a reward. The prospect of climate change is one threat that I’ve spent a lot of time
researching. Fortunately, there is a wealth of information available from legitimate national, international, and educational institutions. In fact, our federal and
state governments have issued directives to begin to both reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and begin to prepare for ongoing changes in our climate. While other
threats — such as our country’s economic condition, corporate decisions to outsource
manufacturing jobs, or health care reform – often get more media attention, climate change challenges seem to be too big for any one of us to do anything about
or get prepared for.
But it isn’t. We only need to gain a better understanding of this challenge to
learn how we each can make a difference so our collective efforts will have an
impact.
Staff in the Environmental Health department are currently working with our
County’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee to do our part in reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by looking for effective ways to increase recycling and better manage the remaining waste. All segments of our society will eventually be engaged in
some way in a global effort to reduce greenhouse gases and slow the progression
of extreme weather conditions. In some areas, increased rates of drought are challenging agriculture; in other areas, increased heavy precipitation events are causing immense flood damage. More violent storms are also causing tremendous property loss. All of these impacts also affect our economy. The challenges are daunting.
For Minnesota, the threats include drier summers, increasing precipitation in
the winter, extreme and damaging weather events (with increasing frequency of
heavy rainstorms and decreasing winter ice cover). With this change of climate,
we will see changes in the ecosystem – that is, effects on native plants, animals,
and even insects. Minnesota’s agricultural industry will be impacted, though thanks
to our abundant water resources perhaps less than other places. Understanding the
nature of the changes that are predicted will help us to prepare for the changes.
I am currently reading Dr. James Hansen’s book, The Storms Of My Grandchildren (The Truth About The Coming Climate Catastrophe And Our Last Chance
To Save Humanity). Dr. Hansen is head of the NASA Goddard Institute for Space
Studies and an adjunct professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences at Columbia University. I have been communicating via e-mail with Dr. Hansen after meeting him at one of Will Steger’s Global Warming Educational Institutes a few years
ago. I sent Dr. Hansen another book I read by Joe Shuster, a New Prague businessman and entrepreneur, titled Beyond Fossil Fools. I would recommend both of
these books to anyone wanting to better understand the threats we face from our
changing climate and the opportunities for reducing our dependence on fossil fuels. They are available in any of the County’s libraries.
If you prefer researching on the internet, I recommend starting with the U.S.
Global Change Research Group at www.globalchange.gov. This is a combined
effort of 13 federal agencies who have been commissioned by Congress to study
this issue and prepare reports for Congressional consideration. The research has
been ongoing since Congress passed the “Global Change Research Act of 1990.”
As climate change is affecting every segment of our society, virtually every federal
agency is involved in the effort to research the impacts and develop strategies for
our national response and preparedness (including the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Interior, State, Transportation, Health and
Human Services; the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
National Science Foundation, Smithsonian Institution, United States Agency for
International Development, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). This
massive effort is further teamed with the Office of Management and Budget, the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, the Council of Environmental Quality,
and the Executive Office of the President. The coordination and cooperation doesn’t
stop there, however, it also involves international organizations and virtually every
institute of higher learning in the world.
As for me, I’ll keep studying the issue. And those jumper cables will always
be ready, just in case you need me.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Zero waste goal
makes good $ense
You may not have heard of it, but
there is a “zero waste” philosophy as it
pertains to your trash. You may be asking yourself, what is zero waste? Remember the three RRRs (reduce, reuse,
and recycle)? Let’s add a fourth one —
refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle. (“Zero
waste” proponents advocate for recycling as the last option to prevent waste
from being thrown into the trash and
eventually landfilled.) Zero waste
doesn’t necessarily mean zero, but getting as close to zero as possible.
Here are some tips on what you can
do at home to reduce your waste.
Try using alternatives to
disposables, such as paper towels, garbage liners, wax paper, aluminum sheets,
disposable
plates, cups, et
cetera. Swap paper towels for reusable rags, swap
s a n d w i c h
baggies
for
kitchen towels or plastic containers.
Drop garbage liners altogether by using
paper bags (wet waste is mostly
compostable anyways).
Buy in bulk, and shop farmers’ markets. Learn to love tap water instead of
bottled water. Use toilet paper made
from 100 percent recycled paper. Refill
your bottles with bulk shampoo, dish
soap, laundry soap, and glass cleaner.
Buy reusable coffee filters — just rinse
them out and reuse them over and over.
When doing laundry, use cold water
cycles as much as possible. Use cloth
dinner napkins. Use rechargeable batteries for use around the house.
Encourage your children to have
a contest with their friends to see who
can have the least amount of garbage in
a week, with a prize going to the winner. Stop junk mail, cancel your phone
directories, and pay bills electronically.
Use memory sticks and external drives
instead of CDs. Recycle your printer
cartridges and cell phones, and donate
your unused computer if possible, or
bring it to the Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility for recycling.

See how much waste you can reduce
by reducing, reusing and recycling.

Buy goods secondhand — there
are a lot of good used clothes to be found
in thrift stores! Bring a reusable shopping bag to stores. Donate your unwanted clothes to someone in need. Ask
your pharmacy if it’s all right to reuse
your prescription containers. Install a
rain barrel to catch water for your plants.
If you’re devoted to that double latte every morning from your favorite local
coffee shop, bring your own cup. Not
only will you save waste, you may even
save a few pennies — some places will
give you a discount for bringing your
own mug.
So, is this lifestyle realistic? First,
accept that no one is perfect… but we
can get past obvious roadblocks, such
as not having bulk buying opportunities
at your local grocer (just ask for them!).
Coffee cups, grocery bags, produce
bags, paper towels, trash bags, plastic
baggies, single-use plates and flatware,
and water bottles are all easily avoided,
and their use can be often replaced by
items you already have.
Don’t get overwhelmed by the
changes that you need to adopt, but try
to embrace the excitement of trying out
alternatives. Who knows what you
might discover? “You never change
things by fighting the existing reality. To
change something, build a new model
that makes the existing model obsolete.”
— Buckminster Fuller
The following websites were used as
resources: Green House, Grassroots
Recycling Network, Mill Valley Refuse,
E-Magazine, Greenbiz, and Wasteage.

Permanent load
restrictions go into
effect for CR 8 bridge
On March 25, Scott County Public Works announced that permanent
weight restrictions will be going into
effect for a bridge on County Highway 8 (located just west of
County Highway 23 in Spring Lake
Township). As such, commercial vehicle drivers may need to find alternate routes until the bridge is replaced.
The new restrictions for the
bridge limit single unit trucks to 20
tons gross weight; semi-trailer trucks
and double-trailer trucks are limited
to 34 tons gross weight. Overweight
permit loads will be affected.

This permanent load restriction will
be in effect until bridge
replacement. The schedule for replacement has yet to be determined.
Upon replacement, the bridge gross
weight restrictions may be restored.
Scott County maintenance crews
have installed signs near the bridge
that reflect the weight changes. Signs
are also posted along County
Highway (CH) 8, CH 23, and CH 81
in advance of the bridge.
For more information, please
contact Greg Felt, Project Manager,
at (952) 496-8047.

Spring yard problems?
Call the Master Gardeners
Yard and Garden
Hotline at (952) 466-5308.
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Septic systems must work properly to treat sewage
In Scott County, there are approximately 8,700 properties that are serviced
by “subsurface sewage systems” (also
known as septic systems). There are also
a handful of “cluster systems,” or systems that serve multiple dwellings.
Homes served by septic systems represent roughly 18 percent of the housing
units in Scott County, with the balance
being served by municipal sewage treatment systems.
These septic systems are essentially
mini-sewage treatment plants located
right on the property that they serve.
Proper treatment of sewage utilizing a
septic system recycles water back into
the natural environment, reducing health
risks to humans and animals and preventing surface and ground water contamination. A properly functioning septic system is designed to treat sewage
for a specific home, business, or group
of properties. Inadequate treatment of
sewage allows nutrients, bacteria, viruses, and other disease-causing pathogens into surface water, impairing our
lakes, streams, rivers, and groundwater
(from which Scott County gets all of its
drinking water). Disease-causing organisms and untreated nutrients make lakes
or streams unsafe for recreation. Flies
and mosquitoes that are attracted to and
breed in wet areas where sewage reaches
the surface may also spread disease.
How does a septic system work?
Sewage that flows out of a home serviced by a septic system will first enter
a septic tank or a series of tanks. Under
normal flow conditions, a septic tank
physically separates sewage into three
layers. The solids settle out to the bottom, the scum (fats oils and greases)
float to the top, and middle liquid layer
is in between. It is this middle layer in
the tank (see diagram) that flows out to
the absorption field. The septic tank
contains anaerobic (non-oxygen consuming) bacteria, which start to eat away

Septic
graphic

and break down the sewage. In fact, the
term “septic” refers to an anaerobic bacterial environment that develops in the
tank because of the lack of oxygen.
From the septic tank, the effluent
will either be pumped or flow by gravity to a drainfield (or “leachfield”).
Drainfields can be in-ground, as shown
in the diagram, or above ground systems
such as mound systems. A drainfield
utilizes nature’s soil-based microorganisms to treat wastewater before it reaches
the groundwater. In fact, depending on
the texture and health of the soil, a gram
of soil – about the weight of a paperclip
— has anywhere from 100 million to
three billion individual bacteria. This
is why soil is such an effective means to
treat sewage. These microscopic bacteria, which cannot be seen with the naked eye, are mostly beneficial. As septic tank effluent percolates through the
soil treatment area, it is purified. However, when the soil is overloaded with
water and becomes saturated, anaerobic

Septic pumping reminder
notices to be sent April
through September
Scott County’s Subsurface Sewage
Treatment System Ordinance requires all
home and business owners to properly
maintain their septic systems. Postcards
are sent to those residents and businesses
that have not pumped their septic tanks
for at least three years (per our records).
It is vital that solids from tanks be
pumped regularly, since improper maintenance of your septic system may cause
the system to fail… which could result
in sewage backing up into your home or
to the surface in your yard. At that point,
owners often are faced with having to
replace their septic system. Since a new
sewer system represents a very large financial investment, pumping your tank
regularly is money well spent.
You should also be aware that information about how often you pump
your septic tank is public information
and available to future buyers. If your
tank is not maintained (pumped), you
could complicate the future sale of your
property. It will also make it more likely
that we will require a compliance inspection to be done on your septic system if
you apply for a building permit. If a
compliance inspection is done and your
system fails, you will be required to replace your septic system.
For more information about septic

systems, go to the County’s website at
www.co.scott.mn.us (search for “Understanding Your Septic System”) or call the
Scott County Environmental Health &
Inspections Department at (952) 4968475.
Listed below are businesses that
have pumped septic tanks in Scott
County within the last two years in accordance with County Ordinances:
800-725-5529 Advanced Septic
Solutions
952-442-9282 Jim’s Exc &
Pumping LLC
507-364-8924 Al Reak Excavating
888-527-8243 La Roche’s
952-469-2573 B’s Pumping
952-469-2489 Laverne’s Pumping
Service
952-873-2208 Buesgens Septic
Service
952-440-1800 Mike’s Septic /
McKinley Sewer
952-403-0058 Hennes Septic
Pumping
952-873-3292 Swedlund Septic
Services, Inc
952-461-2836 Jacques Septic Service
952-652-2923 Town & Country
Sewer Service

bacteria take over. Anaerobic bacteria
are much less efficient at breaking down
sewage. For this basic reason, Minnesota rules require that new septic system absorption fields be installed so that
sewage flows into a drainfield at least
three feet above seasonally high groundwater levels.
Septic system maintenance
There are a few basic things that can
be done to extend the life of a system
and ensure adequate treatment of sewage:
• First and foremost, do not overload your system. The number one reason septic systems fail is using too much
water in a home. Be aware of your water use as to not use more than your system can handle. Keep in mind that 40
percent of water use occurs in bathrooms.
• Pump your septic tank every
two to three years, depending on use.
This keeps the solids (“sludge”) from

building up in the septic tank and flowing out into your absorption field. If you
use a garbage disposal, the University
of Minnesota Extension Service suggests
that you may need to pump your tanks
every year.
• Do not put anything down the
drain that isn’t sewage. This includes
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, or other
solids (for example, dental floss) that
shouldn’t go down the drain.
• Divert water from roofs,
driveways, and patios away from any
part of your septic system and — if
water ponds at any time over any part of
the onsite sewage system — add adequate fill and landscape to eliminate the
ponding of water.
• Do not install underground
lawn sprinklers that would discharge
water over any part of the soil absorption system. A septic system is designed
to disperse water; if you add more water to the area via a lawn sprinkler, you
will increase the risk of hydraulic overload.
• Do not allow vehicle traffic
larger than a lawn tractor on your
septic system, and don’t let livestock
repeatedly walk on the soil absorption
area. This activity will compact the soil
or snowcover, making them less effective insulators. This is especially important for winters with less snow accumulations.
Septic systems must be maintained
to keep them running properly. With
maintenance and due diligence, the life
of a septic system will be maximized
while also preventing the spread of disease and pollution. If you have further
questions regarding septic systems or
want more information, please contact
the Scott County Environmental Health
and Inspection Department at (952) 4968475 or visit www.co.scott.mn.us and
search “ISTS” in the search box.

The right way to pump
your septic tank
Your septic tank should be cleaned (inspected and pumped) by a statelicensed pumper approximately once every three years. The tank should be
pumped through the 24-inch tank maintenance hole (manhole), not through
one of the four- or six-inch inspection pipes (for old tanks without manholes,
you may have to remove all or part of the tank lid).
Many people aren’t aware that it is illegal to pump a septic tank through
an inspection pipe. The majority of the solid material in the tanks will not be
removed if the tank is pumped only through the inspection pipes. Those
remaining solids will often find their way into your soil treatment (drainfield)
system – where they will greatly shorten the lifespan of that drainfield.
Insist that the pumper you have chosen treat your tank correctly, even if
it is a little more work and may cost you a little more. In all likelihood, you
will save yourself a lot of money in the end. In the past few years, Scott
County has seen drainfields that were ruined because the septic tank was
pumped through the inspection pipe … causing the owners to spend thousands of dollars to install new drainfields.
If a pumper that you have contracted has ever pumped your septic tank
through an inspection pipe, please call (952) 496-8475. For more information about septic systems, go to the County website at www.co.scott.mn.us
(search for “Understanding Your Septic System”).

Scott SCENE available online
Current and past issues of the Scott SCENE can
be viewed online through a link on the Scott
County homepage: www.co.scott.mn.us

PAGE 8 Scott County SCENE April/May 2011

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Meet a Master Gardener and
Evenings in the Garden return
Go Wild with fun, food, and fitness
By Gloria Wolf, Community Nutrition Educator
This summer, programming offered by University of Minnesota Extension
will allow youth to go wild… but in a good, nutritious way: Go Wild with Fruits
and Veggies! This program is brought to you by educators from health and nutrition, part of the Extension Center for Family Development at the University of
Minnesota. The development of this
material was funded in part by the
USDA’s Food Support program,
which also provides nutrition assistance to low income people.
Go Wild with Fruits and Veggies
is a program that encourages youth
to eat more fruits and vegetables, and
to become more physically active. The overall objectives of the program are:
• Increasing preferences for and knowledge of fruits and vegetables.
• Expanding the variety and colors of fruits and vegetables our kids eat.
• Preparing and eating more fruits and vegetables at home.
• Participating in physical activity while learning about the importance of
daily exercise as a part of good health.
Youth who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to register for this program series. Sponsors are 4-H and the Simply Good Eating Program, a nutrition and physical activity education program for low-income Scott
County residents.
Activities will include nutrition education, sports and exercise, lunch, nature,
and many fun 4-H projects. Please call (952) 492-5389 for registration information on this five week series, which will be held at one of the following locations:
Belle Plaine
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Fountain Park Shelter, 800 W. Court
St., June 14, 21, 28; July 12 and 19.
Jordan
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Valley Green Mobile Home Park,

Recreation Room, June 15, 22, 29;
July 13 and 20.
New Prague
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Westgate Townhomes Community
Room; 600 First St.; June 16, 23, 30;
July 14 and 21.

4-H offers youth
opportunities to grow
It might not seem like it, but summer is quickly approaching — and many
parents are looking for fun and exciting
things for their kids to do during those
upcoming lazy, hazy days. Why not fill
some of those free hours with fun, educational programming that will make a
lasting impact on their lives? The 4-H
Program offers kids an opportunity to
be involved in a community of young
people across the country learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills. Youth
development organizations exist to promote the positive, healthy development
of young people, and 4-H is the oldest
and largest publicly funded youth development organization.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and —
most of all – have fun! 4-Hers do this in
a number of ways.
First, they can start locally in a 4-H
club, and Scott County offers 4-H clubs
in all of our communities. There, they
can learn about any topic in which they
are interested. 4-Hers can then go on to
participate in project days, camps, public speaking contests, 4-H fairs, conferences (both locally and nationally), and
so much more! Some youth participate
through afterschool programs or other

adventure opportunities. Each
4-H member defines their own
4-H experience,
so the possibilities
are endless! 4-H membership is open
to all youth, kindergarten to age 19,
whether they live in cities, towns, or rural areas; whatever their race, religion,
or gender. Currently, the Scott County
4-H program has over 400 members and
100 adult volunteers.
4-H has a project area for everyone!
Popular project areas include photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports,
wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, shop, small engines,
computer, lawn and landscape, gardening, food and nutrition, animal science,
and much more! 4-H projects are fun,
hands-on learning activities that challenge youth to explore different areas of
interest.
To find out how to start or join a
4-H club in your area or for summer programming opportunities, call the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 4925410 or e-mail Abby Wagner, Scott
County 4-H Program Coordinator, at
torg0016@umn.edu. Enrollments can
be taken all year round. And remember
to Grow Green with Scott County 4-H.

Call the Scott County
Extension Office at
(952) 492-5410 to find
out more

The University of Minnesota Extension in Scott County is proud to announce the return of a very popular garden education series to be held in the
teaching gardens at the Scott County
Fairgrounds, Jordan. The series kicks
off with Spring into Summer Garden
Festival on June 2 from 6 - 8:30 p.m.
This event will include activities such
as tasting unusual veggies in time for
planting, selecting and maintaining garden tools, learning about common toxic
garden plants, gardening in containers,
vermicomposting, making a hypertufa
planter, and even line dancing – all free.
Plants will also be available for sale during the event.
After the large kick-off event,
smaller sessions are planned for every
Thursday evening from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Each will be held at the teaching
garden, and will be informal sessions
outdoors to discuss the following topics:
• June 9 – Creating a Miniature
Garden
• June 16 – Growing and Using
Culinary Herbs
• June 23 – Top Ten Best LowMaintenance Gardening Ideas
• June 30 – It’s the Berries!
• July 7 – Rhythm of Rhizomes
• July 14 – Weather or Not

(Gardening in Zone 4)
• July 21 – Nip and
Tuck your Perennials
• July 28 – Scott
County Fair Garden
Tours
• August 4 – Bees and
Butterflies
• August 11 – Freezing
in August (Preserving

the Bounty)
• August 18 – Can I Really Eat That?
Exploring Unusual Vegetables
• August 25 – All About Ornamental
Grasses
• September 1 – It’s for the Birds —
Gourds, That Is!
• September 8 – How ‘Bout Them
Apples (special indoor presentation
from local apple grower)
• September 15 – Getting Ready for
Winter

The series will end with a large Fall
into Autumn Garden Festival on September 22. For more details on all events,
request a brochure at (952) 492-5410 or
via e-mail at schoe049@umn.edu .
Although all events are free, we ask
that you register in advance by contacting Mary at the Scott County Extension
office at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail
at schoe049@umn.edu.

4-H Youth In the Spotlight
Mary Grace Nelson
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 9th grade
4-H Club: New Prague Boosters 4-H Club
Parents: Peggy and Bill Nelson
Years in 4-H: Five
Projects of Interest: Horse, Photography, Dog,
Youth Leadership, Youth Teaching Youth
Recently, Mary Grace Nelson evaluated what
she has learned and gained from participating in
4-H, and was ready to give back to her commuMary Grace Nelson
nity and peers. So last fall, Mary Grace visited 3rd
graders at Raven Stream Elementary School with
the University of Minnesota Scott County Youth Teaching Youth program and taught
students about developing positive characters. They looked at ways to be trustworthy, responsible, and caring. Mary Grace is currently visiting 5th graders at
Raven Stream Elementary School and 6th Graders at St. Wenceslaus Catholic School
talking about bullying, peer pressure, decision making, refusal skills, and many
other issues facing middle school students.
Mary Grace is passionate about her horses, and it shows in her knowledge
about the horse project – in fact, she rallied her 4-H peers to form a Horse Judging
Team. She has been sharing her knowledge with her colleagues and younger members, while finding fun ways to help them learn about horses.

Kirsten Barrott
Years in 4-H: Eight
Years of Youth Leadership: One year
School: Glencoe Silver Lake
Club: Independent
Parent: Teresa Starry
Projects: Youth Leadership
This is Kirsten’s first year as a University of
Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Junior
Ambassador. The ambassador team has been asKirsten Barrott
signed to visit local 4-H clubs and teach the members about community service learning. Kirsten has gone to her adopted club full
of energy and excitement. She has brought fun games along with information to
share. The club left feeling reenergized and ready to serve their community.
Kirsten — along with 100 other 4-H youth leaders from Minnesota — attended a regional BLU (Building Leadership and Understanding) 4-H Leadership
retreat, where she learned about developing their leadership skills and how to teach
others to be positive leaders. Along with meeting new friends, Kirsten learned
new leadership skills that she will bring back to Scott County and teach her peers
and younger 4-H members.
Kirsten has also been helping lead activities at the Scott County 4-H K-5th
grade adventures. The younger campers loved having Kirsten as their teacher,
because she gives each youth her time.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Are you ready for The Five Best Days of Summer?

Scott County Fair set forJuly 27-31
What would summer be without a family trip to
the Scott County Fair? Plan on five days of fun for
your family, with something for everyone both young
and old! Returning this year is the Friday Night
Autocross Race, a very popular, crowd-pleasing event
in the Grandstand. This joins again the lineup of grandstand favorites, including Motorcycle Supercross,
Truck and Tractor Pull, and the Demolition Derby.
This year we are excited to have GB Leighton
headlining our Friday night in our new bandshell at
the Entertainment Garden! The Fair is proud to offer
a variety of free entertainment for our guests every
day of the Fair, whether it be at the gazebo, strolling
the grounds, or in Entertainment Square. Check out
the Fair website (www.scottcountyfair.com) for a full
schedule. While you are here, plan to see our Stockdog
Challenge, catch a rodeo, and sample some great food.

Join the Amazing
Race at 4-H
Summer Camp
Camp will be filled with all the Amazing Race
adventures we can fit into three days! Join other 4-H
members (and also non-4-Hers) from Carver, Scott,
McLeod, and Sibley Counties at 4-H Camp located at
Camp Patterson on Madison Lake in Mankato, Minnesota. Camp is open to all youth in grades 3 through
8, and you do not need to be an enrolled 4-H member
to attend camp… just be ready to meet new friends
and learn new skills and activities!
Youth Camp: June 13 – 15, for kids in 3rd
through 6th grade. The cost of camp is $75 per 4-H
member, and $85 for non-4-H members. At youth
camp, kids will have the opportunity to explore several sessions on nature, creative arts, fitness, science,
canoeing, swimming, and much more!
Teen Camp: June 15 – 17, for 6th through 8th
graders. The cost for camp is $80 per 4-H member,
and $90 for non-4-H members. At teen camp, youth
will have the opportunity to attend activities on
teambuilding, service projects, natural resources, creative arts, canoeing, swimming, and much more!
Registration is due by May 20 — and space is limited — so don’t wait to get signed up for this Amazing
Race! Call the Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 or e-mail Abby Wagner at
torg0016@umn.edu for more information.

Students in the 4-H Lego Robotics classes build
different Lego robots and then program computers
to make them move, react, and make sounds.

4-H Lego Robotics
classes underway
A recently organized 4-H Lego Robotics Club will
run through June 6 at Oak Crest Elementary School in
Belle Plaine for youth in grades 5 through 12.
All classes are taught by trained volunteer instructors and youth leaders. The cost for the series is $40
for 4-H members and $65 for non members, or $10
per session. If you’re interested in learning more about
these courses, please call (952) 492-5410 or e-mail
Abby Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu.

Don’t miss the
Draft Horse
Shows, one of
the largest of
its kind in the
upper Midwest.
S h o w
your talents at
the Fair! Grab
your friends,
co-workers, or
family and put
together your
team now for
our Tug-ofWar Challenge, back
this year and The pedal tractor pull is always a
sure to be a popular activity for youngsters at
great event! the Scott County Fair.
Do you have a
unique skill or craft? Get started now and plan to showcase one of your own projects in the open class exhibits… an animal, a craft, a food, a plant, an art project,
or whatever! See our website for more information
on what you can bring to the Fair, how to enter it to be

judged, and deadlines.
Businesses, organizations, political candidates, and
vendors are welcome to reserve a space in our newly
designed commercial buildings. Become a member
of the Scott County Agricultural Society, and park for
free at the fair with your membership! Contact the
Fair office for more information at (952) 492-2436.
See you at the Fair!

Nominate an Outstanding Scott County
Senior Volunteer!
Do you know of a Scott County senior volunteer
who excels at giving their time back to the community? Submit their name for the award of Outstanding
Scott County Senior! The nominee must be active in
the community, volunteering their time and talents for
others; a resident of Scott County; and of age 65 or
older. The awards ceremony to honor the winners will
be during the Scott County Fair, Friday July 29 at
3:30 p.m. at the Fair Gazebo. Two winners in Scott
County will be honored at the Fair, and are then invited to compete at the Minnesota State Fair. The 2010
winners were John and Carol Buszmann of Belle
Plaine.
To request a nomination form, please contact Fran
Barten at (952) 758-3729 or visit the Scott County
Fair website at www.scottcountyfair.com.

GENERAL NOTICE
TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS WEEDS
UPON YOUR PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given before the 15th day of May 2011, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd.
1 (2009), that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they
own, occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful method,
but the methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and
other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General Notice may mean that an individual
notice will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to the appeal
committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with the individual notice will mean that
the inspector having jurisdiction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the
person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax upon the
land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are noxious
and a list of the members of the appeal committee from your County Designated Employee (Dan Ekholm) or
local weed inspector. The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors, or their appointed
assistants.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS

BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Robert Koenig, Supervisor
Douglas Kasper, Supervisor
Gary Schmitz, Supervisor

CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Robert Puncochar, Supervisor
Gerald Williams, Supervisor
Norman Sticha, Supervisor &
Inspector

HELENA TOWNSHIP
Terry Maas, Supervisor
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Joseph Pexa, Supervisor
Darryl Perkins, Inspector

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
John Weckman, Supervisor
Robert Pieper, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
Val Theis, Inspector

SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
Cy Wolf, Supervisor
Bill Heimkes, Supervisor
Les Thill, Supervisor &
Inspector

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Chris Olson, Supervisor
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Michael Borka, Supervisor &
Inspector

CITY OF ELKO
NEW MARKET
Jason Ponsonby, Mayor
Mark Nagel, Inspector

CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
Chad Lunder, Inspector

CITY OF SAVAGE
Janet Williams, Mayor

CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor
Bruce Nilsen, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
Tom Kraft, Supervisor
Al Novak, Supervisor

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor
Chris Brinkhaus, Supervisor

NEW MARKET TOWNSHIP
George Silverness, Supervisor
Kenneth Chlan, Supervisor
Joel Helmberger, Supervisor

ST. LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
Ted Kornder, Supervisor
Hubert Jeurissen, Supervisor
Les Quatmann, Supervisor

CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Tim Lies, Mayor
Scott McCarty, Inspector

CITY OF JORDAN
Pete Ewals, Mayor
Shane Schultz, Jordan PD

CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Mike Myser, Mayor
Al Friedges, Inspector

CITY OF SHAKOPEE
John J. Schmitt, Mayor
Tom Shevlin, Inspector

BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
John Busse, Supervisor
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor

Dan Ekholm, Scott County Code Enforcement Officer: Designated County Employee for
Noxious Weed Control and Enforcement, (952) 496-8876, dekholm@co.scott.mn.us
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Distracted driving is growing concern
There’s always a huge emphasis placed on drunk driving, as well there should.
Drunk driving impairs your judgment and keeps you from driving at a safe level.
But drunk driving isn’t the only way to impair your ability to drive.
A growing concern on our roadways is distracted driving in general. Drunk
driving certainly falls into the category of distracted driving, but so do a lot of
other things. There are three categories of distracted driving:
• Visual: Taking your eyes off the road.
• Manual: Taking your hands off the wheel.
• Cognitive: Taking your mind off what you are doing.
Drunk driving falls in the cognitive category, as drinking will alter the ability
of your mind to function normally. But what are some other things that can cause
distracted driving?
Cell phones are one obvious answer,
and they are considered the most dangerous form of distracted driving. And
texting while driving – illegal in Minnesota! — requires you to use all three categories of distracted driving (visual,
manual, cognitive). Because of the
popularity of cell phones, it’s estimated
that 995 people died in traffic accidents
caused by texting and driving in 2009
alone. Some other forms of distracted
driving include...
• Eating and drinking
Texting is illegal for all drivers in
• Grooming
Minnesota, but all types of
• Reading (including reading a
distractions can cause accidents.
map)
• Watching a video
• Using a GPS or PDA
• Changing the radio station, MP3 player, or CD
How bad is the problem of distracted driving? The U.S. government estimates
5,474 people were killed — and another 448,000 people injured — in 2009 due to
distracted driving.
Of these 5,474 deaths, an estimated 995 of them occurred due to texting and
driving. Even though it is illegal, texting and driving is quickly becoming the
fastest growing cause of traffic fatalities in the past three years… and the majority
of those who died from texting and driving were between the ages of 16 and 20.
There is no call, text, song, or cheeseburger worth your life. Pay attention
when you drive!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Seal unused wells to
protect groundwater
Despite ongoing efforts to address
the problem, there are still unsealed and
unused wells located in Scott County.
The following information may help you
determine if you have one on your property, what to do with an abandoned well,
and how to find funding to help seal your
old well.
Q: What do I do with an old well
on my property that is no longer being used?
A: According to Minnesota Statute,
you have three options:
1. Put the well back in use.
2. Have a licensed well sealer close the
well.
3. Apply for a maintenance permit
with the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH).
Q: What is well sealing, and why
is it important?
A: Sealing a well eliminates the
possibility of contaminants flowing
down the well and entering our
groundwater supply. Once pollutants
reach the aquifer, they travel to other
underground areas and will likely
reach someone else’s well, ultimately
ending up in drinking water. When
licensed well sealers close off the well,
they remove the pump and any other
obstructions. Then the well is filled
with grout. Once your well is sealed,
you are no longer liable for
groundwater contamination that occurs
afterward. This is why lending
institutions often require sealing of old
wells as a condition for a loan or
mortgage.
Q: How do I know if there is a well
on my property?
A: There are clues that may point to a
well on your property:
• Wells outside can often be found by
locating a one- to six-inch diameter
pipe on the ground or in a pit, usually
surrounded by a concrete ring up to
three feet in diameter.
• Wells inside a house are often found
in the basement with a pipe sticking
out of the floor or sticking out of a
wall – or sometimes in a separate
room adjacent to the basement.
• Wells also used to be installed
under porches. Sometimes a glass
block in a porch step may have a well
below it.

If your home
was built prior
to the time a
community
water supply
system was
installed, you
likely have a
well. If you
can’t find it, ask
long-time
Unused wells
residents or the
should be sealed.
previous owner.
They may have knowledge of its
location. In rural areas, farms may
have more than one well, usually
located near outbuildings or livestock
areas. Lakeshore properties also
should be checked for unused wells.
Q: What is a maintenance permit,
and how do I get one?
A: If you are interested in keeping
your well open but won’t be using it,
you are required by state law to obtain
a maintenance permit from MDH. The
annual fee is $175. A permit, however,
is not required if the well is put back
into use. In comparison, the cost to
seal a well varies with the complexity
and size of the well. It can be as low as
$400 or as high as a few thousand
dollars. A typical well can be sealed
for $600 to $800.
Q: Is funding available to help
cover the cost of sealing my well?
A: Yes! There are several grant
programs that can help you pay for up
to 50 to 90 percent of the cost of
sealing a well. However, you must
apply for funding prior to sealing the
well. You should be aware that any
work performed prior to funding
approval is ineligible for funding.
Contact the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District at (952) 4925425 for further information.
Q: What if I have more questions
about old wells?
A: An excellent source of information
is MDH’s website at
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/
index.html. Alternatively, you may call
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District at (952) 492-5425. If we don’t
have the answer, we will connect you
with someone who does!

Volunteers needed to help
monitor water quality
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) recently awarded 26
grants totaling over $1 million to local
organizations to assess water quality
conditions throughout the state. The
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan was one of the
successful applicants, receiving $54,000
to assess ten streams in Scott County.
The streams are all located in the
Blakeley Bluff region of southwestern
Scott County. These streams all discharge directly into the Minnesota River,
which is impaired for fecal coliform
bacteria and turbidity (cloudiness of
water). Sediment originating from bluffs
and ravines in this area are suspected to
contribute significantly to these impairments.
“Receiving this grant will not only
help us assess the quality of water in
these streams, but also give us more sci-

entific data we can use to better quantify sediment and other pollutant loading from these and similar streams and
landscapes throughout the Minnesota
River Valley,” said Jaime Rockney, Water Quality Specialist at the Scott SWCD.
The stream sites were selected in
part because they have no known current or historical flow or water quality
data. The monitoring will start in May
2011 and conclude in September 2012.
Volunteers are being sought to assist with this project. If you live in or
near the Blakeley, Belle Plaine, or St.
Lawrence area and think you may be
interested, call Jaime Rockney at (952)
492-5418 for more information. Volunteers will be responsible for obtaining
samples at specified streams in southwestern Scott County twice a month
from May to September. Free training
will be offered locally May 4.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Libraries offer free access, opportunities for all
Why support your local library?
Here are a few reasons that apply to all
public libraries..
Libraries are part of the American Dream. They offer free access to
all. They bring opportunity to all. They
bring people and ideas together. Think
of the library as the living room of your
community, or maybe the dining table
where you discuss big ideas. (Remember — you can eat and drink in your
Scott County library, as long as you’re
careful!)
Libraries are unique. Where else
can you have access to so many items
on CD, DVD, the web, or in print – as
well as personal service and assistance
in finding it without cost to you? Recently, we received a call about the
Power Meters we have available to check
out (for testing your appliances for energy efficiency). The caller was surprised
that he could check out more than books
from the library. Remember that libraries are for books… and so much more.
Libraries help bridge the divide
between those who have access to information and those who do not. Libraries don’t just offer the hardware, but
also offer the expertise of librarians in
helping teach people how to use the
internet and find the information they
need quickly. While Google can give

Quantity
of use 2010
775,814
22,296
71,652
26,78
28,413
5,470
15,623
3,246
139
689
50,000
65,000

Selected Library Services
Books Borrowed
Magazines Borrowed
Videos Borrowed
(e.g., Blockbuster)
Books on Tape/
CD Borrowed
CD Borrowed
Museum Passes Borrowed
(2 people)
Loan between Library
Systems (ILL)
Meeting Room use per
hour (1623 uses @
2hrs ea.)
Adult Programs Attended
Children’s Programs
attended
Hours of Computer Use,
e.g., Internet and MS Word
(70649 hrs available)
Reference Questions Asked
Total Value

you 50,000 responses to your inquiry, a
librarian can help you find the one answer you need. Libraries (and librarians)
provide free and equal access to information for people of all ages and back-

Computer-savvy volunteers
needed at local libraries
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Does your
teen need to fulfill the requirements of a
service project or program? Does the
youth group at your place of worship
have an outreach program? Are you
leading a boys’ or girls’ club project?
How about that neighbor who’s always
on the cutting edge of new technology?
Why not suggest that your tech-savvy
friends (and/or their kids) share their
computer knowledge and skills with
people who may be unfamiliar with
PCs?
The Scott County Library System
needs volunteers to assist library customers using the public PCs with basic skills,
such as using a mouse, signing up for a
public PC, setting up an e-mail account,
navigating websites, filling out forms,
printing using network printers, or using Microsoft Office programs. At
present, the libraries have an increased
need to help customers who are looking
for work, or who need help completing
related forms. Volunteers will work on
a one-to-one basis with customers in the
library at assigned times.
Volunteers for this position need to
understand computer basics, have expe-

rience using PCs,
and the
ability to
navigate
the internet using
Internet
Explorer.
Vo l u n teers must be familiar with Microsoft
Office applications and with Windows
XP. Libraries are open to everyone, and
volunteers must enjoy working with a
diverse population. Volunteers must be
patient with beginners and nervous customers, and be able to answer their questions and/or show them how to do what
they need to have done.
The Library System requests a commitment of at least six months, with at
least one two-to-four hour shift assigned
per week.
Interested? Want more information?
Please contact Library Director Vanessa
Birdsey at (952) 707-1760 or via e-mail
at vbirdsey@co.scott.mn.us. (Please put
“interested volunteer” in the subject
line.)

Spring flooding
Scott County Sheriff’s Office Facebook
site.
But you still need to get where
you're going…
BlueXpress Bus and SouthWest
Transit -- which provide transit service
in Scott County and the southwest metro
area - may begin offering a number of
transportation alternatives if flooding
conditions warrant.
The partnership may place two additional BlueXpress coach buses staged
at Southbridge Crossings Transit Station
in the morning to handle additional riders. (While there would be no additional
times or routes, the extra buses would
be used if the current buses reach
capacity.)pacity.)

Value of
Services 2010
$11,637,210
$89,184
$286,608
$937,615
$483,021
$109,400
$390,575
$162,300
$1,390
$4,134
$600,000
$455,000
$15,156,437

grounds. We also love to teach you to
use the 70-plus premium online resources that are available to our residents. We can also show you how to
narrow down your Google search, and
to evaluate the resources that Google
shows you.
Libraries are part of the solution
when a community is struggling economically. From free access to books
and online resources for families to library business centers that help support
entrepreneurship and retraining, libraries support lifelong learning.
As more and more Americans
look for employment, libraries are
helping level the playing field for job
seekers. Only 44 percent of the top 100
U.S. retailers accepted in-store paper
applications in 2006 -- down from 68
percent in 2004. Library staff report that
many patrons are turning to library computers and internet access to find work,
apply for jobs online, type resumes and
cover letters, and open e-mail accounts.

Through MELSA (our Regional Library
System), the Scott County Library System is able to offer enhanced services
for job seekers and small entrepreneurs.
In addition to a collection of books,
magazines, and newspapers, your Scott
County library card is your ticket to specialized online resources that are not
available on the open internet. JobNow
is a great example of a resource available to anyone. It provides you with
practical tools to help you get a job, including:
Career Resources: Informative,
easy-to-use, and free internet resources
for job seekers; including personality
and career assessments.
Resume Builder: Featuring our
Resume Lab, our Resume Builder provides the resources you need to craft a
winning resume.
♦ Resume Lab: Send your resume to one of our JobNow experts, and
you will receive expert analysis within
24 hours.
♦ Resume Templates: To help
you get started, we have included
downloadable templates for four of the
most common resume types.
♦ Internet Resources for Resumes: Search these carefully selected
sites for more information on resume
writing.
Ace the Interview: Featuring our
Interview Coach service, this section
provides resources to help you prepare
for your interview.
♦ Get Live Interview Coaching:
Connect with one of our live interview
coaches to brush up on your interview
skills.
♦ Interview Tips: Offers tips and
common interview questions to help you
prepare for your interview.
♦ Internet Resources for Interviewing: Use these carefully selected
sites to help prepare you for your interview.
Thank you for using and supporting the Scott County Libraries!

Contact your local library
Library Administration
Belle Plaine Branch Library
Elko New Market Branch Library
Jordan Branch Library
New Prague Branch Library
Prior Lake Branch Library
Savage Branch Library
Shakopee Branch Library
Scott County Law Library
Renewal Line

(952) 707-1760
(952) 873-6767
(952) 461-3460
(952) 492-2500
(952) 758-2391
(952) 447-3375
(952) 707-1770
(952) 233-9590
(952) 496-8713
(952) 890-9184

Visit www.scott.lib.mn.us or select “Library” from the Scott County
website (www.co.scott.mn.us).
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There may also be two additional
buses in downtown Minneapolis for the
afternoon return trips.
BlueXpress may also offer shuttle
service to SouthWest Transit's
SouthWest Station at Highway 5 and
Prairie Center Drive. Buses would leave
the Marshall Road Transit site (formerly
Denny Hecker) at 1615 Weston Court
in Shakopee.
SouthWest Transit offers frequent
connecting service to a variety of locations, including downtown Minneapolis,
the University of Minnesota, and various worksites in Eden Prairie. Check the
SouthWest Transit website at
www.swtransit.org or call South West
Customer Service at (952) 949-2287 for

route information.
Ample parking is available at the
Marshall Road Transit site, including
parking for carpools during the spring
flood event. Form a carpool or find interested participants through Metro
Transit Rider Services at (612) 3497369.
The additional service, if implemented, would continue throughout the
period of spring flooding, or as needed.
Check the BlueXpress website at
www.bluexpressbus.com for regular
updates, or call BlueXpress Customer
Service at (952) 496-8800.
For additional information about
transit options, visit the following
websites:

www.bluexpressbus.com;
www.swtransit.org;
www.smartlinktransit.com;
www.mvta.com; or
www.metrotransit.org.
The Minnesota Department of
Transportation is currently undertaking
a study to determine what long-term
measures could be taken to accommodate traffic between Scott and Carver
counties in the case of future flooding.
Among the options they will consider is
whether it is feasible to raise Highways
41 and 101 in order to “flood proof”
them.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

Savage:
Officials urge governor to consider
river crossing needs
When Governor Mark Dayton visited Scott
County on March 4 to talk about flood preparedness,
Savage Mayor Janet Williams and other state and
county officials seized an opportunity to advocate for
solutions to Scott County’s transportation challenges.
Microphone in hand, she stressed the need for the state
of Minnesota to consider upgrades and additions to
the seven existing Minnesota River crossings – five of
which are prone to flooding. To ensure the governor
wouldn’t forget their discussion, Williams provided
Dayton with a white paper summarizing the issues and
proposing solutions.
The pitch was a team effort by members of the
Scott County Association of Leadership and Efficiency
(SCALE). The organization is determined to have
state decision makers take notice, calling for safe, efficient, and reliable Minnesota River crossings through
its 2011 Legislative Platform. The platform’s objectives – viewable at www.scaleinfo.org — are included
in the handout Dayton received at the SCALE Regional
Public Safety Training Facility last month. The handout also requested immediate solutions in anticipation
of forecasted record-level flooding, including:
• Emergency restriping of the Bloomington
Ferry Bridge to increase capacity, which MnDOT has
completed;
• Provision of additional buses to provide emergency passenger service from the Marschall Road Transit Station during bridge closures (see page 11);
• Exploration of ways to reduce closure time of
the Highway 41 and 101 bridges in the event of flooding.

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:
CR 42 and 17 Interchange to be
reconstructed
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC) has a history and practice of paying for road
construction near and through the reservation, although
not legally required to do so. Since 1996, the SMSC
paid more than $6.6 million for shared local road construction projects and an additional $5 million for road
projects on the reservation. Currently, the SMSC, Scott
County, and the City of Shakopee are cooperating on
a reconstruction project for the intersection of County
Roads (CR) 42 and 17 and Marschall Road. Federal
and tribal funds will be used for the project, with the
SMSC contributing $1.65 million of the project, with
an estimated total cost of between $5 and $7 million.
This intersection has a high crash rate, with four
fatalities since 2005. In addition to making this a safer
intersection, grade separation will provide for efficient
movement of traffic in the area; an overpass will carry
traffic north on CR 17. Separate exit and entrance
ramps will dramatically decrease the possibility of Tbone accidents at this intersection. Improvements along
CR 17 (approximately 1,500 feet north and south of
CR 42) will include trails and stormwater treatment
ponding. Extensive right-of-way acquisition will be
necessary. Construction will be completed in 2012.

Governor Mark Dayton brought state commissioners and top state emergency planning personnel to
the SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Facility to disucss flood planning with local officials.

“Since this is the route that our ambulances take
to get to the hospital, school buses take to get to Shakopee schools, and local residents use to get to their
homes and jobs, we thought it was important to participate in this project to address immediate safety
problems and accommodate growing traffic on this
important roadway,” said SMSC Chairman Stanley
R. Crooks. CR 17 is a vital north-south corridor from
rural Scott County in the south to Highways 169 and
101 in the north. CR 42 provides east-west mobility
from Shakopee through Scott and Dakota Counties.
CR 17 carries more than 7,000 average annual daily
trips with a volume on CR 42 of 6,800. The roadways
are currently designated as minor arterials; it is expected that they will function as higher volume roadways in future years.
A future construction phase on CR 17 to develop
it into four lanes from CR 42 to St. Francis Regional
Medical Center is expected to start in 2013.

Sewer Project to Begin
A project will begin this spring on the reservation
to connect sewer lines from the East Village, Brewer,
and North Residential subdivisions with the SMSC’s
Water Reclamation Facility near the corner of Orion
Road and County Road 82. Sanitary sewer lines as
well as a lift station will be installed on CR 83 north
of CR 42. The sewer lines will follow CR 83 south
down to Credit Union Drive behind the Shakopee
Dakota Convenience Store #1 and then to Orion Road
to the SMSC Water Reclamation Facility. There is expected to be a minimal impact to traffic for the duration of the project.

Shakopee:
Board of Appeal and Equalization
changes for Shakopee
Scott County recently sent property owners valuation and classification notices. Shakopee residents
who disagree with the value of their property or who
have questions may contact Assessor Lance Link at
(952) 496-8772. Property owners are encouraged to
call Mr. Link first, as issues can often be resolved before an appearance at the Scott County Board of Appeal and Equalization is necessary.
Beginning this year, there will not be a Board of
Appeal and Equalization meeting at Shakopee City
Hall; all issues will be taken up at the County level.
The Board of Appeal and Equalization “Open Book”
meeting for Shakopee property owners will be May
17, from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Scott County Taxa-

tion Department (200 Fourth Avenue West). Mr. Link
also will be available at this time.
If questions or concerns aren’t resolved earlier,
property owners can attend the Board of Appeal and
Equalization meeting on June 14 at 6 p.m. at the Scott
County Courthouse (200 Fourth Avenue West).

Prior Lake
Recycling day becomes recycling month
April will be recycling month as the City of Prior
Lake and Certified Recycling have teamed up to provide the 2011 Curbside Recycling Event for Prior
Lake residents. The city’s past single-day event will
no longer take place to save taxpayer dollars and to
make the event more resident-friendly.
For more information about the April City
Curbside Recycling Event, visit the City’s recycling
www.cityofpriorlake.com/
webpage
at
CityCleanup.shtml — and help keep Prior Lake clean!
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Conservation Day at the Fairgrounds set for April 15
Each year, the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan holds its annual tree order pickup
dates in mid-April. This year, the event
has been expanded to include a number
of fun and educational conservation-related activities for the general public.
Residents of all ages are invited to
the first annual “Conservation Day at the

Tree planting tips will be offered.

Fairgrounds” from noon to 7 p.m. Friday, April 15 at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. Customers who ordered seedlings, rain barrels, and seed
mixes through this year’s sale may pick
up their orders any time during this event
— and stay to learn more about tree care,
prairie plantings, rain barrels, organic
farming, landscape ideas, water resources, and other environment-friendly
activities in Scott County. Children may
enter a coloring contest and play “The
Scoop on Soil” interactive computer
game. Those attending may also purchase tree seedlings and rain barrels
(while supplies last).
Sponsors of this year’s event include
Cedar Summit Farm, D & J Landscaping and Greenhead Turf Management of
New Prague, Peter’s Pumpkins &
Carmen’s Corn of Shakopee, Prairie
Meadows Native Seed of Lonsdale,
Scott/Carver Master Gardeners,

SWCD and Natural Resources
Conservation Service. KCHK radio
will be broadcasting live from the
event from 4 to 6
p.m. Hot dogs
and refreshments
will be served
throughout the
day. Residents
may also sign up
for numerous
door prize drawings.
Watch your
local newspaper
or visit www.scott
Activities will include a kids’ coloring contest.
swcd.org
for
Marshwatch Farms of Shakopee, Scott/ more details, or call the Scott SWCD
Carver Master Gardeners, Scott Clean office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425.
Water Education Program, and Scott

SWCD offers no-till drill, grass seeder rental program
Since 1998, the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
has operated its no-till drill and grass
seeder equipment rental program for
local farmers and other rural landowners from its office in Jordan. The
benefits for using no-till equipment
are many, including:

• No need for cultivation. The
narrow rows create a fast-establishing
crop canopy, resulting in less weed pressure and less potential for soil crusting.
• Fewer passes in the field.
Fewer secondary passes to prepare fields
for planting result in substantial savings
of time, machinery costs, fuel, and labor.
• Improved soil quality. No-till
reduces soil erosion, leaving productive
topsoil in place. Leaving crop residue
in fields increases the water-infiltration
rate of the soil. More water is also available for plants to use and less likely to
cause erosion from runoff.
• Yields. Yields can be comparable to and may even exceed conventional systems.
Scott SWCD has worked to encourage no-till production in Scott County
because of the environmental and eco-

nomical benefits it provides. Many landowners have responded positively to this
alternative method of crop production.
One of the pieces of equipment, the
seven-foot Great Plains drill, is an excellent choice for establishing and or restoring native prairies.
The rental rate for all equipment is
$8 an acre; in addition, a minimum nonrefundable drop charge of $100 is required. This drop-charge amount will be
applied to the total acres planted. The
equipment is reserved on a first-come,
first-served basis.
If you are interested in renting any
of this equipment or would like more
information, contact Scott Schneider,
Resource Conservationist, at (952) 4925425.
The John Deere 1560 no-till drill
has a planting
width of 15
feet. It is
equipped for
soybeans and
small grain,
with a grass
seed attachment to interseed alfalfa or renovate
pastures. The most common practice of
no-till has been for planting soybeans or
sorghum into corn residue.

The Great Plains 705NT no-till
drill has a planting width of seven feet
and is used for seeding native grasses,
small grain, grasses, and legumes. Boxes
allow for seeding a variety of grasses and
legumes, and the drill is useful for renovating pastures and seeding waterways
and filter strips.
The Brillion “Sure-Stand” seeder
has a planting
width of 10
feet and is
equipped for
seeding native
grasses, alfalfa, brome grass, and turf grasses. It
works well when seeding filter strips,
lawns, CRP fields, and waterways (intended for clean-tilled land only).

Need Help Eliminating
Buckthorn?
The Scott SWCD has loppers and
saws local landowners can use to remove
buckthorn.
Buckthorn is an
invasive species
that aggressively invades
woods, wetlands and other natural areas,
outcompeting more native species that
are more beneficial for wildlife food and
cover. After cutting, stumps can then
be treated with an herbicide to ensure
the buckthorn plant is permanently
eliminated.
Rates are $25 for each lopper and
$5 for each saw, 100 percent refundable
upon return of the equipment.

CRP signup ends April 14,
ongoing options available

Native plants
protect property,
water resouces
Cruise by almost any stream, ditch,
or culvert this spring and you will notice the volume and strength of water
moving through them. Fast moving
water can quickly dislodge soil particles,
leaves, fertilizers, and other loose material is in its path. But when the water
hits a downstream wetland, lake, or
larger slow-moving river, the floating
debris and other pollutants settle out.
This is often what causes the most degradation of our local water quality, wildlife habitat, and fish spawning areas.
Professional conservationists with
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District recommend establishing native
“buffers” along streams, ditches,
stormwater ponds, and wetlands. Native
grasses, wildflowers, and shrubs have
thicker and longer root systems than turf
grass. This helps stabilize and keep soil
in its place. Native plant gardens also
soak up more snowmelt and rain water,
and better filter many of the pollutants
found in the water runoff.
Native plants bloom in various col-

The Truax hand seeder is ideal for
areas that are too
small, too steep, or
otherwise inaccessible for other types
of seeding equipment. One- to twoacre areas are perfect candidates for this
piece of equipment, especially for planting native grasses and wildflowers.

Deep-rooted native plants help keep
soil in place.

ors and at different times throughout the
growing season, need very little maintenance, and provide needed habitat for
birds, butterflies, and other wildlife.
For more information on where and
how to establish native plants visit
www.bluethumb.org or contact Dan
Miller, Water Resource Education Coordinator at the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation office, at (952) 492-5424
or via e-mail at dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
Wood pile caution
Always locate wood and brush piles
on higher ground to help prevent flooding. Rapidly moving floodwater along
streams and ditches can move these piles
and cause obstructions downstream,
thereby leading to localized flooding.

Scott County farmers and ranchers
have until April 15 to sign up for the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).
This federal program is geared toward
improving precious natural resources,
including cleaner water, improved air
quality, better wildlife habitat, and less
soil erosion.
CRP is the nation’s largest competitive, private land conservation program,
with more than 33 million acres enrolled.
Nationally, 4.8 million acres were proposed for enrollment last year, and about
4.3 million acres were accepted. In Scott
County, more than 3,100 acres are currently enrolled in CRP.
During this time, agricultural landowners may offer eligible land after
meeting eligibility requirements that focus on wildlife, water, soil, air, and other
benefits. Working with the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) staff in Jordan, landowner contracts will go into effect on
October 1, 2011. Those who are already
enrolled in CRP may propose new contract offers and acreages.
Through CRP, farmers and ranch-

ers enroll eligible land in ten to 15-year
contracts. Participants agree to install
appropriate groundcover, protect wetlands, establish native grasses, plant trees
in crop fields, and put in buffers along
streams… while keeping a careful focus on local wildlife habitat. For example, a landowner may choose to plant
and grow switchgrass without irrigation;
that grass can then be harvested when it
won’t interfere with nesting birds.
When landowners sign up for CRP,
they agree to vegetate their land and
forego growing cash crops there. Encouraging filter strips and forested buffer
areas through this program keeps contaminants from reaching our streams and
rivers. Priority during this signup is
given to fragile, easily erodible land.
In addition to this general signup
period, CRP’s continuous signup program will be ongoing. These acres include the most environmentally desirable and sensitive land in Scott County.
For more information, contact the Farm
Service Agency in Jordan at (952) 4926671.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Last WWI veteran dies
Frank Buckles, the last surviving U.S. veteran of World War I, died of natural
causes on Sunday, February 27, at his home in West Virginia at age 110. Born in
Missouri in 1901 and raised in Oklahoma, Buckles visited a string of military
recruiters after the United States entered the “war to end all wars” in April 1917.
He was repeatedly rejected before convincing an Army captain he was 18. (He was
actually just over 16.) “A boy of [that age], he’s not afraid of anything. He wants to
get in there,” Buckles said.
Buckles served in England and France, working mainly as a driver and a warehouse clerk. The fact he did not see combat didn’t diminish his service, he said:
“Didn’t I make every effort?” An eager student of
culture and language, he used his off-duty hours
to learn German; visit cathedrals, museums, and
tombs; and bicycle in the French countryside. After Armistice Day, Buckles helped return prisoners of war to Germany. He returned to the United
States in January 1920. Buckles returned to Oklahoma for a while, then moved to Canada, where
he worked a series of jobs before heading for New
York City. There, he again took advantage of free
museums, worked out at the YMCA, and landed
jobs in banking and advertising. But it was the
Frank Buckles, as a young shipping industry that suited him best, and he
worked around the world for the White Star Line
WWI enlistee.
Steamship Co. and W.R. Grace & Co.
In 1941, while on business in the Philippines,
Buckles was captured by the Japanese. He spent
more than three years in prison camps. “I was never
actually looking for adventure,” Buckles once said.
“It just came to me.” He married in 1946 and
moved to his farm in West Virginia’s Eastern Panhandle in 1954, where he and wife Audrey raised
their daughter, Susannah Flanagan. Audrey
Buckles died in 1999.
In spring 2007, Buckles told the AP of the
trouble he went through to get into the military. “I
went to the state fair up in Wichita, Kansas, and
Frank Buckles in 2009.
while there, went to the recruiting station for the
Marine Corps,” he said. “The nice Marine sergeant said I was too young when I
gave my age as 18, said I had to be 21.” Buckles returned a week later. “I went
back to the recruiting sergeant, and this time I was 21,” he said with a grin. “I
passed the inspection ... but he told me I just wasn’t heavy enough.” Then he tried
the Navy, whose recruiter told Buckles he was flat-footed. Buckles wouldn’t quit.
In Oklahoma City, an Army captain demanded a birth certificate. “I told him birth
certificates were not made in Missouri when I was born, that the record was in a
family Bible. I said, ‘You don’t want me to bring the family Bible down, do you?’”
Buckles said with a laugh. “He said, ‘OK, we’ll take you.’” He enlisted Aug. 14,
1917, serial number 15577.
On Nov. 11, 2008, the 90th anniversary of the end of the war, Buckles attended a ceremony at the grave of World War I General John Pershing in Arlington
National Cemetery. He was back in Washington a year later to endorse a proposal
to rededicate the existing World War I memorial on the National Mall as the official National World War I Memorial. He told a Senate panel it was “an excellent
idea.” The memorial was originally built to honor the District of Columbia’s war
dead.
Buckles had been advocating for a national memorial honoring veterans of the
“Great War” in the nation’s capital. When asked two years ago how it felt to be the
last of his kind, he said simply, “I realized that somebody had to be, and it was
me.” And he told The Associated Press he would have done it all over again, “without a doubt.”
The National World War One Legacy Project is managed by the nonprofit
Survivor Quest and will educate students about Buckles and WWI through a documentary and traveling educational exhibition.

Notify County to prevent spraying
Beginning in May, as part of its vegetation management program, Scott
County Highway Operations will be
scheduling some roadside vegetation
work along all Scott County highways.
The unwanted brush will be cut and/or
treated with herbicide. Your land may
be adjacent to the roadside scheduled for
treatment.
This is a spot spray operation, targeting only undesirable vegetation.
Highway takes great care to avoid sensitive areas adjacent to the right-of-way,
such as tree plantations, ornamental
plantings, crops, gardens, front yards,
lakes, and streams.
If you would like to maintain the
right-of-way adjacent to your land in
some other fashion (such as mowing),

please follow these instructions:
1. Stop at the Scott County Central
Shop (located on Highway 282 just west
of Highway 13) prior to May 1, 2011
and fill out the proper form including
the property description.
2. Post the “Do Not Spray” signs
that you will be given.
3. Remove the brush and/or noxious weeds within that site by May 15
and continue to maintain it. If the brush
and/or noxious weeds are not removed,
then Highway Operations must treat the
area as part of the vegetation management program.
If you have any questions, please
call the Scott County Highway Operations at (952) 496-8346.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

SHIP partners with clinics to
address obesity, tobacco use
Public health departments in Scott
and Carver Counties have partnered with
four area clinics to create an active health
care referral system through the Statewide Health Improvement Program
(SHIP). Clinics involved in this initiative include Lakeview Clinic
(Watertown), Ridgeview Clinic (Chanhassen), Queen of Peace Clinic (New
Prague), and Queen of Peace Clinic
(Belle Plaine).
This initiative has created partnerships between public health and area
clinics to prevent chronic disease, specifically obesity and tobacco use, by
connecting patients with resources
around healthy eating and healthy behaviors.
Additionally, Carver-Scott SHIP recently led a continuing medical education session at Ridgeview Medical Cen-

ter titled “From Evidence to Practice:
Engaging the Community in Health Care
Improvement,” featuring the Chief
Knowledge Officer from the Institute for
Clinical Systems Improvement (ICSI),
Dr. Gary Oftedahl. Also presenting on
the state of health care today — including future modifications necessary to
meet the changing demands in health
care, the importance of quality improvement initiatives, and the concepts of
motivational interviewing and shared
decision making between caregiver and
patient — were Dr. Michael Wilcox,
Medical Director for Scott County Public Health, and Dr. Jonathan Larson,
Medical Consultant for Carver County
Public Health and Environment. For
more information, visit www.carver
scottship.org.

New GoScottGo! website
helps people become active
Scott County is pleased to announce
GoScottGo.org, a new website geared at
promoting healthy and active lifestyles
in our communities. GoScottGo.org includes a variety of interactive resources
to assist people with including physical
activity as a part of their daily lives.
Key features of GoScottGo.org include:
♦ An interactive park and trail
mapping application that assists users
in mapping out their own walking, biking, and running routes, as well as find
parks and trails close to their home;
♦ A calendar to discover active
living events held throughout the
County, such as community events, family bike rides, and 5K fun runs;
♦ A resource directory, highlighting places to be active and access
to health and fitness gear; and
♦ Informational resources on
how to be safe while maintaining an active lifestyle.
This website (and the underlying
initiative) is based upon a national “active living” effort, which has found that
the overall health of a community is
impacted by its built environment and
residents’ safe access to recreational
opportunities. Active living encourages
the integration of physical activity into
every day routines. This includes things

such as using the stairs instead of the
elevator, taking a short break to walk
around the block while at work, biking
instead of driving when the destination
is close, and making other small choices
that add up to a healthier and more active lifestyle.
GoScottGo.org is modeled after
GoCarverGo.org, and has been developed through a unique partnership with
Carver County and funding from the
Statewide Health Improvement Program
(SHIP) of the Minnesota Department of
Health. SHIP seeks to create sustainable, systemic changes in schools,
worksites, communities, and health care
organizations that make it easier for
Minnesotans to incorporate healthy behaviors into their daily lives.
GoScottGo.org was created with
updated Countywide park and trail data
and by building relationships with Scott
County communities to help make this
initiative a great resource for all Scott
County residents. The website was created to allow Scott County communities to directly update their parks, trails,
and directory information. For more
information on GoScottGo.org, please
contact Sarah Brainard-Marsh, SHIP
Implementation Specialist, at (952) 4968689. Check out www.GoScottGo.org
today and get active!

Physical Development Information
Call 952-496-8346
•
•
•
•

For Construction Updates
To Report Potholes
To Report Signal Issues
To Report Dead Animals

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Schutz & Hilgers Jordan Brewery was prosperous
Brewing beer is a lasting American tradition, and
for many years a number of breweries called Scott
County home. In 1900, no fewer than six different
breweries were in operation at Belle Plaine, Jordan,
New Prague, and Shakopee. The most prosperous of
those was Schutz & Hilgers Jordan Brewery.
In 1866, Frank Nicolin and Sebastian Gehring
opened a brewery at Jordan. Constructed out of limestone and located along Broadway Street at the bottom of the bluffs overlooking the Minnesota River,
Nicolin left the brewery and Gehring brought on new
partner Frank Paier. Known as the Sand Creek Brewery, Gehring and Paier ran the business from 18671885. In 1879, its output was 1,800 barrels per year,
making it the largest brewery between Schell’s in New
Ulm and the breweries in the Twin Cities.
In 1885, Peter Schutz and William Kaiser purchased the brewery. They renamed it Schutz and Kaiser, and made numerous upgrades to the building, expanding the network of storage cellars located in the
caves behind the brewery, replacing a barn washed
away by the 1888 floods,
and adding a bottling
works in 1895. Kaiser, in
poor health, sold his interests in the brewery to Peter Hilgers in 1902. After
Hilgers came on, the plant
was again renamed and
became known as Schutz
& Hilgers City Brewery. Hilgers was a salesman at
heart, and he visited establishments on account with
the brewery on a regular basis to make sure they were
happy with their product. Schutz & Hilgers also constructed a park and pavilion across the street (Highway 21) from the plant for dances, parties, picnics and
rentals. The brewery flourished into World War I, until the United States began restricting the alcohol content in beer, and was forced to close in 1920 at the
onset of Prohibition.
During Prohibition, Schutz and Hilgers maintained
ownership of the brewery and rented the main building to Cedar Lawn Hatchery, which used the space as
a chicken hatchery. In 1933, the passage of the 21st
Amendment repealed Prohibition — and Schutz and
Hilgers eagerly returned to the business of brewing
beer. They had not used the brewery in over 13 years
and the plant was quickly upgraded to host an open
house in January 1934 celebrating the return of Jor-

A postcard featured the Jordan Brewery in the 1800s. The structure is still standing along Highway 21.
It now houses shops and apartments.

dan Beer. Within five years, Schutz & Hilgers Jordan
Brewery was making Jordan Beer, Natural Products
Beer, and Old Style Brew that it distributed to seven
states including Minnesota.
After World War II, the U. S. government introduced new programs to help reduce food shortages in
Europe, and one plan called for a 30 percent reduction
of grain levels sold to brewers. To recoup the lost
grain, J. F. Lancer of the Lancer Brewing Company in
Phoenix, Arizona, offered to buy the Jordan brewery.
The family members then running the business were
reluctant to sell until Lancer agreed to keep the plant
open and making Jordan Beer. After the purchase,
Lancer went back on his word, using the Jordan
brewery’s grain allocations to maintain his own beer
production of A-1 Beer and shutting down the site.
The Mankato Brewing Co. purchased the Jordan
plant from Lancer in late 1946. It updated the Jordan
brewery’s production capabilities and the beer again
began to flow in 1947. Despite the increased output,
the Mankato Brewing Co. suffered financial difficulties from the upgrades it had made at Jordan, and it
closed the plant in 1949. Jordan Beer continued to be
brewed at Mankato until 1951, when the Cold Spring
Brewing Co. bought the Mankato Brewing Co. and
ended production of Jordan Beer. It sold the Jordan
Brewery property to Green Industries, Inc. in 1954,
which used it to store eggs until a fire severely damaged the building in 1970. Ownership of the brewery
fluctuated after the fire, and there was talk of demolishing the building. Today, the space has been con-

verted into shops and
apartments. The limestone structure still
maintains many of its
original features, and
its presence serves as a
reminder of its previous grandeur in Scott
County.
To learn more
about Scott County’s
breweries, visit the Scott County Historical Society’s
newest exhibit “Beer Me! Breweries of Scott County.”
The exhibit opens Thursday, April 28 with a presentation by Doug Hoverson (author of Land of Amber
Waters: The History of Brewing in Minnesota) and a
beer tasting. For more information, contact the SCHS
at (952) 445-0378.

Historical Society plans breweries exhibit, bus tour
“Heroes Among Us: Scott County World War II
Veterans” Exhibit — runs through August 2011.
Listen to stories told by local WWII veterans, watch
WWII video, and gain an understanding of the experiences these young men and women endured during a
pivotal period in our country’s history. This exhibit
makes the connections between Scott County and the
world at war -- from the homefront to the battleground.

“BEER ME! Breweries of Scott County Exhibit
opens April 28, 6:30 p.m. with a beer tasting and presentation by Doug Hoverson, author of Land of Amber Waters. Q&A and book signing after the presentation. Whether we drink a beer bottled by the “King of
Beers,” a microbrew, or “suds” from a buddy next door,
this exhibit toasts the beers that came before and the
brewers who brought them to us. The exhibit and opening event are sponsored by Rahr Malting.
Greatest Generation Film Series -- On the first
and third Tuesdays of each month, the Scott County
Library system will screen films with a World War II
theme free. Staff from the Historical Society will give
a brief background on the film, actors, and topic prior
to the screening. Light refreshments will be provided
by local Friends of the Library. Visit or call the SCHS
(952-445-0378) or any Scott County library for titles.
This film series is funded in part with money from the
MN Arts and Cultural Heritage (Legacy) Fund.
• Tuesday, April 19, New Prague Library,
6:30 p.m. -- A group of German officers plot a coup
to assassinate Adolph Hitler.
• Tuesday, May 3, Shakopee Library, 6:30
p.m. -- A lady goes about her tasks, coping courageously with every horror that war can bring.
• Tuesday, May 17, Belle Plaine Library, 6:30
p.m. -- Wartime refugees gather in Morocco to obtain
scarce exit visas to Lisbon. This is the final film in
the Greatest Generation Film Series!
“Native American Beading” Kids Kraft — Saturday, April 30, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Grab the kids
and head to the Stans Museum for some Saturday
morning family fun. Free, but registration is required.
This event is presented by the Historical Society and
the Shakopee American Indian Center, Inc.

Behind the Scenes – May 14, 10 a.m. Tour of
SCHS and Stans House. Peek into the nooks and crannies at the Scott County Historical Society and 1906
Stans House. Register through Shakopee Community
Education.
Schell’s Brewery Bus Tour — June 30, 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Jump on the bus and join the Scott County
Historical Society for a tour of Schell’s Brewery. We’ll
tour the brewery (including the old copper kettle area),
sample tap beer and 1919 root beer in their Rathskellar,
and enjoy lunch in beautiful downtown New Ulm.
Leave the driving to us! A fee of $30 ($25 for SCHS
members) includes bus and tour, lunch is on your own.
For details or to register, contact SCHS at (952) 4450378 or e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org.
All Things Minnesota Book Club – meets at 6:30
p.m., the third Thursday of each month at SCHS.
April book: Greed, Rage, and Love Gone Wrong:
Murder in Minnesota by Bruce Rubenstein
May book: The Good Fight: A Life in Liberal
Politics by Walter Mondale
Scott County Crazy Quilters Crochet/Knitters
Welcome Too! Meets the fourth Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. Bring your needles, yarn, fabric
and trim for a fun evening of needlecraft. Beginners
through masters – and all handcrafters — welcome!
* Check us out on Facebook at Scott County Historical
Museum,
and
follow
us
on
twitter@ScottCountyHist . Unless otherwise noted,
events take place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for some events. Call (952)
445-0378 or email info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
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Civil War encampment, golf lessons planned
April-May Programs at the Landing –
Minnesota River Heritage Park, Shakopee
Saturday, April 23 #238401-06, -12, or -13
Victorian Easter Egg Roll
Noon - 3 p.m. Celebrate with the family… and make
your own miniature basket and decorate a wooden egg!
Activities include an egg spoon race, a bunny hop relay,
and an authentic egg roll. Join in some playtime with
old-fashioned toys and games. Join a naturalist-led hike
as we observe the birds’ spring return to the river valley.
Enjoy a special guided tour in Eagle Creek Village
and refreshments served at the O’Connor Boarding
House. Bring your camera! Enter the park through west
entrance. Cost $5. Ages: All. Reservations are required;
call (763) 559-6700 and the use activity code above.

traders and Civil War soldiers, and observe
demonstrations in the encampments. Enjoy an
imaginary ride upriver via the moving panorama
show. Ride the Percheron horse-drawn trolley and
play games. Join a naturalist to explore the blooming
flowers on the prairie (Saturday and Sunday only).
Play baseball and ride in Wilderness Inquiry canoes
(both Monday only). Special ceremony
commemorating Memorial Day on Monday only at
1 p.m. Visit Mr. Roberts’ lunch counter at the depot.
Cost: $5 for ages 18 to 64; $3 for ages 2 to 17 and
seniors. Children under 2 free.
Sign up now for Summer Camps at The Landing
See the Summer Camps guide online at
www.ThreeRiversParks.org and reserve your spot by
calling (763) 559-6700 or registering online.
Reference the activity number for these camps at
The Landing: Victorian Tea Party, One-room
Schoolhouse, Kid vs. Wild, Little House on the
River, Tom Sawyer, and Civil War Camp.
Spring at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
Saturday, May 21 #213717-00
Nesting Birds at Murphy-Hanrehan
7:30 - 9:30 a.m. Hike with a naturalist in search of
migrating birds in the forests of Murphy-Hanrehan.
Learn to find birds by identifying bird songs. Look
and listen for migrating warblers and other returning
songbirds. Bring your binoculars, or borrow ours.
We will meet at the trailhead parking lot on Hwy. 75
south of 154th St. Cost: $5. Ages: 16 and up.
Reservations are required; please call (763) 5596700 and use the activity code above.

Saturday, May 7
Civil War Saturday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Spend a Saturday experiencing the
American Civil War. Visit the encampments, see how
Minnesota solders lived, and hear the roar of musketry
and cannons. Enjoy a special visit by “President
Abraham Lincoln.” Ride a trolley pulled by horses.
Gift shop will be open and food available for purchase.
Cost: $5 for ages 18 to 64; $3 for ages 2 to 17 and
seniors. Children under 2 free.
Tuesday, May 10 #238403-03
Early Explorers: Spring flowers
1 - 2:30 p.m. Discover the magic of our historic Eagle
Creek village with your kids! Play, sing, read stories,
and explore the outdoors. Dress as a pioneer or come
as you are, but remember… outdoor clothes! Enter
the park through west entrance. See the website
(www.threeriversparks.org) for full a description on
each program. Cost: $5 per person. Ages are 2-5 free
with an adult. Reservations are required; call (763) 5596700 and reference activity number listed above.
Saturday and Monday, May 28 & 30 10 a.m.- 5
p.m.; Sunday, May 29 – Noon - 5 p.m.
The Landing Encampment
Experience life along the Minnesota River. Meet

Trail Information:
Enjoy the park’s 10 miles of mountain bike trails
and 13.9 miles of horse trails, with a new parking lot
at Minrigs. Murphy-Hanrehan also has turf trails for
hiking.
Spring programs at Cleary Lake Regional
Park
Signups for Youth Recreation Summer Camps
See the Summer Camps guide at
www.ThreeRiversParks.org for details to reserve
your spot. Register online or call (763) 559-6700.
Reference the activity number for: GO, Survival,
Advanced Archery or Fish camps.
The Beginner Archery Camp had incorrect activity
number in the February/March SCENE; the correct
activity code is 324610-12.
Spring Golf at Cleary: Cleary Golf and Driving
range open in May.
Hours: May, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.; June, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Par 3. Make tee times seven days in advance: (763)
694-7777.
Signups for Summer Golf Lessons
Cleary Lake summer golf lessons are perfect for
golfers of all ages and abilities; group and private

Spring tips for lawns and lakes
It’s a common urge in Minnesota – as soon as the
weather warms up we all want to get out into the yard
and start working on something. After all, the season
is short and we all want to make the most of it! As you
head out with shovel and rake in hand, remember that
how we care for our yard affects the health of our rivers, lakes, and wetlands. Follow these yard care tips
for cleaner water:

• Keep soil in place. Bare soil from your lawn
can easily wash away with rain and fill in wetlands,
rivers, and lake bottoms. In addition to destroying wildlife habitat, dirt carries phosphorus, the plant nutrient
that turns lakes green with algae. Cover bare areas of
soil with mulch or vegetation.
• Rake up and sweep up. Sweep up leftover
sand and salt from winter applications and save to reuse next winter. Grass clippings, tree seeds, and leaves
are also sources of phosphorus – keep them out of the
curb and gutter in the street. After mowing, sweep
sidewalks, driveways, and streets clean of grass clippings.
• Pick up after pets. In addition to containing
phosphorus, pet waste contains bacteria which can lead

to beach closings. Collect
pet waste in plastic bags and
place in the trash or flush
down the toilet. Never use
storm drains for disposing
pet waste.
• Soak up the rain!
Natural landscapes soak up
rain like a sponge. When
possible, direct your downspouts onto your lawn and
landscape so the rain water can soak in. If you are adventurous, you can create a raingarden, a shallow depression designed to capture and soak up rain water.
Keep an eye out for a raingarden workshop this summer!
• Follow the law. Minnesota’s lawn phosphorus fertilizer law requires the use of phosphorus-free
lawn fertilizer unless when seeding a new lawn or a
soil test shows need for phosphorus fertilizer. You can
find more info at www.mda.state.mn.us/phoslaw.
For more information on spring yard care, visit
www.scottswcd.org or contact Dan Miller at the Scott
Soil & Water Conservation District at (952) 492-5424
or via e-mail at dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Golf lessons will be offered for all ages at Cleary
Lake Regional Park this summer.

lessons, clinics, camps and schools for kids, juniors,
adults, and women only. Improve your skills and
have some fun! See the 2011 Golf Academy Guide
online at www.ThreeRiversParks.org/golfing for
lesson schedules. Register online or by phone at
(763) 559-6700.
Hooked on Golf youth golf program: five threehour lessons
Lessons are one-week sessions (Monday-Friday). In
addition to golf fundamentals, activities may include
climbing on a rock wall, dodge ball, and “golf
baseball.” Each participant is given a new starter set
of clubs, golf shirt, and hat. Cost: $150.
Signups for GreenFit Club #324617-00
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, June 6
through August 31
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Join the club and get fit outside!
Get your daily exercise in the pristine natural setting
of Cleary Park. Hike under a canopy of trees and try
yoga on a sunny, breezy hilltop. Paddle the lake to
build muscle tone and challenge yourself with rock
climbing to gain flexibility. Our welcoming
environment and adventure-loving instructors will
help you start a fitness program that is easy and fun
to stick with. Most equipment is provided. See the
seasonal calendar online! Fee: $70 for June-August
session. Reservations are required; please call (763)
559-6700 and use the activity code above.
Camping reservations now can be made online or
by phone for Red Pine Hike-in Family
Campground.
Pavilion and Lakeview shelter
rentals are great for family
reunions, graduation parties or
company picnics along the lake,
near a swimming beach and play
area. See
www.ThreeRiversParks.org or
call (763) 559-6700.
General trail information:
Cleary has 3.5 miles paved
biking/hiking trails.

