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Planning study
focuses on
County’s longterm rural area
This is the fourth article in a series highlighting
key initiatives of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, which
guides growth and development of Scott County over
the next twenty years. With major growth expected to
continue, the 2030 Comprehensive Plan provides a
number of innovative ways to maintain a high quality
of life while protecting the County’s unique natural
environment. A different initiative will be discussed in
each SCENE issue throughout 2008. The 2030 Comprehensive Plan
will come before the
Scott County Board
at the end of 2008.
Under the proposed 2030 Vision
and Comprehensive Plan Update,
future residents
moving into Scott
County will have a choice between living in more urban environments along the Minnesota River and northern tier of the County, or in a more rural setting in the
County’s southeastern portions. In places like Spring
Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake and New Market Townships, the 2030 Plan envisions a rural setting with a
range of cluster- to larger-sized lots for single family
homes, hobby farms, smaller-acreage farm plots, natural areas, parks, trails, and community gathering areas. This type of development pattern is well-suited
for this part of the County that will not be served by
public sewer and water due to existing lot patterns,
topography, and natural features, local roads, and
ground water availability.
Many residents in this part of the County have
embraced this type of rural lifestyle, according to
Spring Lake Township Supervisor Gene Berens.
“People value the openness of township living, not
feeling crowded on their own property,” said Berens,
who calls this lifestyle “…natural country living.”
Before this vision of “natural country living” becomes reality, the 2030 Plan calls for a Detailed Area
Plan (or DAP) to assess the cumulative impacts this
type of development pattern will have on surface and
ground water resources, natural areas, roads, trails and
public facilities. “We hope the DAP study will show
that country living will work as a sustainable development strategy,” said Berens, who serves on the DAP
Project Management Team (along with supervisors
from the other three participating townships).
2030 COMP PLAN to Page 9

Fair offers food, fun, fellowship
“Very successful!” Those were Scott County Fair Manager Jim Luce’s words in describing this
year’s “Best Five Days of Summer.” The 2008 Scott County Fair may have been the most well
attended in history, with an estimated 30,000-plus attendees. Above, some youngsters enjoyed
ice cream donated as a treat by Dave Minar’s Cedar Summit Dairy following the presentation of
the 2008 Scott County Outstanding Senior Citizens Awards to Mary Miller of New Prague and
Maynardt Barke of Belle Plaine. (More photos on Page 9.)

‘Eco-home’ saves energy, money
Geothermal system, insulation cut consumption
This article is the second of a two part series focusing on geothermal heatpumps or “GHPs.” Part
one, published in the April/May edition of the Scott
County SCENE, was a summary of the technical background of GHPs and this part will provide a real life
example of an individual who uses a GHP as a primary source of heating, cooling, and heating water
in his home.
Dan Piehl, a building maintenance employee for
Scott County, implemented some extraordinary ideas
when he and his wife moved a home onto an 80 acre
parcel of land a few years ago. Dan wanted to focus
on energy independence by reducing his fossil fuel
consumption in a way that was economically feasible.
A couple ideas came to mind — his first thought was
wind power, another option was installing a geothermal heat pump.
The basis of a geothermal heat pump is to use the
constant temperature of the earth as an exchange medium to heat and cool buildings. In Scott County, just
a few feet below the ground surface, the soil remains a

City to Country tour set
Visit rural Scott County sites
during the annual “City to Country” Tour planned for Sept. 20
Page 16

steady temperature of about
50° Fahrenheit. Like a cave,
this ground temperature is
warmer than the air above it
during the winter and cooler
than the air in the summer.
The GHP takes advantage of
this by exchanging heat with
the earth through a ground
heat exchanger.
What Dan ended up doDan Piehl
ing was installing a vertical
closed-loop geothermal heatpump system, with in-floor
heat. The system he installed will heat water, as well
as heat and cool the home. These particular systems
are rated in tons; Dan selected a five ton system for
his home. Another environmentally friendly aspect
that Dan did to his home was to focus on insulation
and utilize off-peak electrical rates. He blew 20 inches
of cellulose insulation into the attic of the home, and
insulated the foundation to a R value of 50. He also
“ECO-HOME” to PAGE 3

County parks planning continues
Rail line, land acquisition could enhance
recreational opportunities for area residents
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Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Two acronyms made easy
The business of government can be intimidating — and those of us in this line
of work don’t do ourselves any favors by the language we speak (or don’t speak, as
it may be). In many industries, abbreviations and acronyms are commonplace to
save time in conversation. Government, however, may be one of the worst offenders. In the “alphabet soup” of governmentese, the list is endless: TAC, TAB, DHS,
NIMS, SWAC, BIA, CSAH, SSIS… and on and on. In “citizen-speak,” this can
seem like gobbledygook — troubling, confusing, and maybe a little frightening.
I’ve been around long enough to pick up on people’s mannerisms and watch for
subtle (or not so subtle) signs when these two languages aren’t in sync. I watch
faces, look for puzzled looks, and keep an eye out for quizzical gestures. I’ve even
witnessed citizens calling an “official” time-out as in a ball game, saying in effect,
“Please stop — I don’t understand!”
But there are acronyms found in both languages... I’m thinking of two in particular. Even these acronyms may need little explaining, generally create curiosity,
wonder, maybe even fear, but are typically viewed in a positive vein. The two are
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (or CPR) and Automated External Defibrillators
(or AEDs). CPR, without doubt, is the grandparent of most familiar acronyms:
almost everyone knows the term and the purpose. AED, on the other hand, is just
coming of age… arising on the scene like a high school graduate entering the
world as a young adult. (AED is to lifesaving as Facebook is to a teenager’s free
expression.) Nowhere is this more evident than by the proliferation of these devices in office buildings, libraries, grocery stores, squad cars, and even now in
some homes.
Together with a (small) group of co-workers, I recently took CPR refresher
training. Along with updating my skills in CPR, additional basic instructional
training on the use of an AED was provided. This is the third CPR and second
AED training course I have taken in my adult life. The emphasis on “adult” training is relative, as all of the first aid training and activities from my Boy Scout days
were long forgotten, and basic CPR protocol itself changes periodically.
For this second time around, my instructor was a County co-worker by the
name of Mike Lannon. Mike is on the New Prague ambulance and rescue crew –
and he’s blunt, honest, and no-nonsense. He tells stories, advises participants of
the non-glamorous aspects of delivering CPR, and basically tells us that CPR is no
picnic… nor is it a risk-free venture. He tells it like it is, and I admire him for it.
Yet training itself is not the end all-be all. CPR training is structured and welldefined, yet administering CPR is very human and personal. AED training is simple
and easy (basically, you follow the instructions and let the machine do its work).
However, at the end of a full morning of training, I had many more questions than
obvious answers: Will I ever need to use it? (Who knows?) Under pressure, can I
really do it? (I certainly hope so.) Do I have the guts to handle a tough scene in an
emergency? (Not sure.) These are all questions none of us can know the answer to
until we are exposed to a situation. Frankly, as Mike says, “It is good I can train
you — but I sure hope you never have to use it.”
However, there is a great sense of satisfaction and purpose when you are finished with the training. It brings self confidence and personal reassurance. And
knowing that an AED may be available in some cases adds to my confidence.
(AEDs do not replace CPR training, but I like my odds better with two tools as
opposed to one.)
I don’t envision myself as a hero, never have. I have written about public
sector heroes, and Mike Lannon and his peers and rescue crew colleagues fill that
bill. I could not work on an ambulance crew, or serve as a police officer, deputy
sheriff, or firefighter. However, with no doubt or hesitation, I want to be prepared
to help someone in distress if ever called upon.
On, April 7, 2007 – a routine, regular Monday morning like so many others —
my dad had a heart attack. The rescue crews arrived and tried to save his life. They
worked hard, but in the end were not successful. In his honor, if I ever need to be
called, I want to be able to help save someone else’s life. Chances are good the
person may be a dad (or mom) too.
**********************************************************
I would like to close this column with a note of appreciation and thanks to a
long time colleague and public official who recently retired. The first — and to
date only — City Administrator in New Prague, Jerry Bohnsack, retired on July 31
after 33 years of public service to his hometown city. Jerry was a consummate
professional, a very good person and friend over the past 25 years that I have
known him. He served his city well, and has earned a great amount of respect in
his community and the business he spent a career working in. Congratulations,
Jerry — and best wishes for a happy and healthy future!

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the
public with information about Scott County
government and the opportunities it offers its citizens.
We encourage you to contact Lisa Kohner, Scott
County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or a
suggestion for a future topic.
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Commissioners’ Corner
August 19
August 26

Scott County Board Meetings Through October
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting

September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board workshop

October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us or by calling Deputy Clerk to the Board
Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164 or via e-mail at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us.
Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees
are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. There is
currently one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. Members serve two year
terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates
in the formation of the strategic plan for the development, implementation, and
operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes
recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services
Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities,
goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community-at-large input regarding Human
Services plans, programs, services, and performance. The committee meets
quarterly on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (4 vacancies). The New Options Advisory
Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are four vacancies on this Committee representing the community,
the business community, and parents of clients utilizing the New Options
Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served by the program, the employers, applicable professions and the community at large. The Committee meets four times per year on
Monday evenings.
Parks Advisory Commission (1 vacancy). The purpose of the Parks Advisory
Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected officials
in the area of parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Board
members give advice on parks, trails, and open space program priorities and
planning, and review and recommend proposed annual work plans and budgets.
There is currently one at-large vacancy on this Commission. The Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00
p.m. Members serve three year terms, with a three term limit.
Extension Committee (1 youth at-large vacancy)
In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee
assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and enhance the economy
and the environment through education, applied research, and the resources of
the University of Minnesota. There is currently one youth at-large vacancy.
This Committee meets five times per year.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley,
Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the cities of Jordan, Belle
Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County
• District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market
Townships; the City of Elko New Market, and precincts 6 and 8 in the
City of Savage
• District 3 – The City of Shakopee precincts 1-6, 8, and 10
• District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7,
9, 11, and 12
• District 5 – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8
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Here’s a bright idea for saving money
Fluorescent light bulbs can save energy costs, protect environment
There is an inexpensive item sitting
humbly on store shelves across Minnesota – often priced at less than $3 -- that
could have a huge impact on our world.
It is a fairly ordinary item that will help
to save a lot of money and energy, while
also reducing our dependence on foreign
oil. This product is the compact fluorescent light bulb (or a “CFL”) — a
quirky-looking twist of frosted glass that
offers fluorescent light technology in a
compact size and that can be used in
place of standard light bulbs.
Many people have some experience
with compact fluorescent bulbs from several years ago, but
unfortunately those
experiences weren’t
always happy ones.
For several decades,
CFLs lacked precisely what we expect from a good light
bulb: Strong unwavering light and quiet
operation. However, the new CFLs that
are available today turn on quickly, and
their light is bright, white, steady, and
silent. However, one thing hasn’t
changed: The energy savings that a CFL
can provide! Compact fluorescents emit
the same light as classic incandescent
bulbs, but use 75 percent less electricity… and that adds up to incredible savings for you!
If every American household
bought just one CFL and used it to replace an ordinary 60-watt bulb in their
home, the total energy saved across the
USA would be enough to power a city
of 1.5 million people, or all the homes
in Delaware and Rhode Island. What
does that increased efficiency mean on

and whiter the light… so choose a CFL
rated near 3000K for a warm look that
is similar to an incandescent lightbulb.
Today’s fluorescent lighting technology has improved, eliminating the flickering and humming you may remember
from fluorescent lights in the past. Of
course, like so many things in life, you
frequently get what you pay for. For best
performance, be sure to purchase a highquality Energy Star® CFL bulb that was
produced by a reputable manufacturer.

Compare: Incandescent vs. CFLs
Incandescent Equivalent CFL wattage
bulb (watts)
needed for similar
brightness
40
60
75
100

8-13
14-18
20-22
27-38

Savings per year Total savings
at 3 hours per day
per CFL*
$2.07
$3.45
$4.22
$5.75

$15.12
$25.20
$30.80
$42.00

*Assumes average ENERGY STAR® CFL life of 8000 hours.
a local level? If each Scott County
household replaced just one 60-watt incandescent light bulb with a compact
fluorescent light bulb (CFL), that could
save 42 million kilowatt hours in one
year — enough to power our entire
County for almost 2 weeks. And replacing just one 75-watt incandescent light
bulb with a 20-watt CFL will shave
around $13 off your electric bill each
year!
Longer lifespan
In addition to ongoing energy savings, there are other benefits to replacing your old incandescent light bulbs
with a compact fluorescent. CFLs last
an average of 10,000 hours, compared
to only 850 hours for a standard
lightbulb. That means you would have
to purchase and replace about 11 incandescent light bulbs in the time it would
take for one CFL to wear out. That makes
them a great substitute, especially in
those hard-to-reach places!
CFLs come in a variety of shapes
and sizes, and can be used in most light
fixtures. Be sure to check your fixture
before you buy so you are sure to get

the right size CFL. Note: dimming and
three-way switch applications will require specialty lamps.
It is especially smart to replace halogen torchiere floor lamps with CFL
torchieres. While halogen torchiere floor
lamps can generate excessive heat and
create fire hazards in your home, CFLs
are cooler and safer to use, while also
consuming 60 percent to 80 percent less
energy. Exterior lighting is another great
place to use CFLs because of their long
life. However, if the bulb will be directly
exposed to moisture, make sure it is “wet
location listed.”
Are you wondering which type and
size of CFL you should buy for your particular application? To determine the
correct size, simply divide the wattage
of an incandescent bulb that you are
thinking of replacing by four to determine the CFL wattage that you will need.
For example, if you want to replace a
60-watt incandescent bulb with a CFL,
purchase a CFL that is close to 15 watts
(60 divided by 4 = 15). CFLs today are
able to produce light output in a wide
range of color. The higher the Kelvin
(color temperature) rating, the brighter

Proper Disposal of CFLs
While all fluorescent lights do contain a small amount of mercury, they are
perfectly safe to use. Just remember:
When a CFL or other fluorescent tube
finally wears out, be sure to manage it
properly. There are several options in
our area for recycling and proper disposal. In addition to the Scott County
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility, many local hardware stores will
collect your used fluorescent lamps, including Ace Hardware and Home Depot in Shakopee.
If you break a CFL (or fluorescent
lamp) inside your home, the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency has advice on
how to best clean it up. Simply visit
www.pca.state.mn.us/publications/whhw4-30.pdf for more information on
fluorescent lamp cleanup. For more information on HHW management in
Scott County, visit our HHW web page
at: www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW.
Even if a CFL breaks, less mercury
will be released into the environment
than if an incandescent light bulb were
used (as less coal was burned to produce
the electricty).
The home of Dan and
Gail Piehl doesn’t
look different from
other homes, but
energy
efficient
features in the
ground and walls
save the family
significant amounts
of money in monthly
utility bills.

Small business fluorescent
lamp collection will be held
Tuesday, October 14
To help local small businesses properly recycle their used fluorescent lamps
(both bulbs and tubes), CFLs, and other mercury-containing devices, there will
be a collection event held on Tuesday, October 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. in the parking lot of the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Facility. The Scott County HHW Facility is located at 588 Country
Trail East (Highway 282), just ½ mile west of the intersection of County Road
17 and Minnesota Highways 13 and 282.
Payment is required at the time of the
collection (your check should be made out
to “Retrofit Recycling, Inc”). If possible,
transport your used lamps to the collection in their original (or similar) containers since this will help to minimize or prevent breakage. When fluorescent lamps
are broken, mercury vapor is released into
the air. Broken bulbs are also more difficult and expensive to recycle.
Once again this year, several local utility companies have agreed to pay
for the disposal of the first ten lamps from any of their commercial and/or
industrial customers (at no charge to you). Be sure to bring proof of your
business utility account, such as an extra copy of your billing statement from
Minnesota Valley Electric (MVEC), New Prague Utilities Commission,
Shakopee Public Utilities, or Xcel Energy (NSP) to leave with your lamps.
If you have large quantities (over 1000 lamps), please contact Retrofit
Recycling Inc. directly at 1-800-795-1230 to arrange an on-site pickup. For
more information, including a list of prices and items accepted at this collection event, please call the Scott County Environmental Health Department’s
24-hour Information Line at (952) 496-8787 or visit our webpage at
www.co.scott.mn.us (then search for “2008 Lamp Collection”).
This collection offers an affordable option for businesses to properly dispose of fluorescent and HID lamps. Participation by local units of government, churches, and other civic groups is strongly encouraged.
Please note: Absolutely no business waste can be brought to the HHW
Facility at any other time without prior approval or arrangements. Call
(952) 496-8652 for more information.

“Eco-home”

From Page 1

planted 200 trees on the northwest side
of the home, creating a wind belt to shelter the home from cold winter winds.
The GHP consists of five vertical wells
drilled to a depth of 175 feet. “The depth
and amount of the wells depend on an
energy audit,” said Dan. “The home’s
solar gain, age of the building, and thickness of walls are also taken into account.”
The financial benefits of such a system depend on a few variables. His GHP
will heat and cool a 4,200 square foot
rambler style home as well as heat water. His total electrical bill is about $100
per month — which includes all electrical needs, including running the GHP.
He doesn’t have a gas bill. This GHP
system was installed for roughly
$35,000 and at current prices will pay
for itself in about seven to ten years. “If
fuel continues to go up, it will pay off
sooner,” Dan noted.
GPHs also benefit air quality. Because there is no fuel burning being
burned, there is no need to worry about
carbon monoxide from a furnace. Dan
said dry air is not a problem either, since
there is no furnace to dry the air in the
winter. “In the middle of the winter, my
home stays very comfortable.”

Dan remarked, “This has been 20
years in the making. I wanted to reduce
nonrenewable fossil fuel consumption as
well as lessen our dependence on foreign sources of energy, and save money
in the long term.”
The drawbacks? Dan replied, “I
don’t know, they’re 300 percent efficient. If you can control a thermostat you
can control this system. There are no
maintenance costs, just wash the filter
every four to five weeks… and that’s a
two minute job.” Because the ground
loop is totally underground, the life span
for the ground loop is 50-plus years.
“I recommend this system to others
who plan on living in their home for 15
or more years to benefit financially. If
you’re going to live in a home for five
to eight years, you might not completely
pay for the system, but your resale value
should be higher.”
Dan is also currently exploring wind
and solar energy to provide the electrical needs of his home. If he can do this,
he will be totally “off the grid,” and
could sell excess electricity back to the
utility company. Be sure to check
www.DSIREusa.org for information on
available rebates and tax credits.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Those pesky bugs!
Summer is in full-swing, and those pesky summer bugs and insects are out in
droves. Most of the time ticks and mosquitoes are just a nuisance, but occasionally
they can cause serious diseases.
Even though most mosquitoes do not carry diseases, those carried by mosquitoes that are most familiar are West Nile Virus (WNV) and LaCrosse Encephalitis (LAC). Other mosquito born diseases include Western Equine Encephalitis
(WEE), Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), St. Louis Encephalitis (SLE), and
malaria. Malaria is not a concern in North America, but if you travel to other areas
of the world you should know how to protect against malaria. The Minnesota Department of health (MDH) has a Traveler Health Resource line at (651) 201-5513.
WNV was found in Minnesota in 2002, and continues to be a public health
concern. In the seven-county metropolitan area, the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District monitors mosquitoes and birds for local control activities. In 2007,
five mosquito pools were identified in Scott County. Mosquito pools are breeding
grounds for mosquitoes and are closely monitored and controlled. Mosquitoes that
carry the WNV have been infected when they feed on birds infected with the virus.
In Minnesota in 2007, there were two human deaths out of 101 confirmed cases of
WNV and 17 horses infected.
WNV is a seasonal epidemic that flares up between summer and late fall. Only
about one in 150 cases of WNV will present with severe illness. The severe symptoms can include high fever, headache, neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma,
tremors, seizures, muscle weakness, vision loss, numbness, and paralysis. Symptoms can last several weeks and may cause residual neurological damage.
Milder symptoms seen in 20 percent of the cases of WNV include fever, headache, and body aches, nausea, vomiting, and sometimes swollen lymph glands or a
skin rash on the chest, stomach and back. Symptoms can last anywhere from a few
days to several weeks. Symptoms usually show up three to 14 days after being
bitten by an infected mosquito. Approximately 80 percent of people infected by
WNV will not show any symptoms. Individuals over the age of 50 are more at risk
and more likely to develop severe symptoms.
LaCrosse Encephalitis is transmitted by the Tree Hole mosquito that lives in
wooded habitats. Cases in Minnesota have been found in 13 counties from the
Twin Cities down through southeastern Minnesota. LAC is responsible for up to
13 severe cases, mostly in children, each year in Minnesota. Most people infected
with this viral illness will have no symptoms or mild flu-like symptoms. Severe
cases can develop encephalitis (inflammation of the brain), especially in children;
the average age is six years old. Up to three percent of the cases are fatal, and up to
15 percent can have long term neurological effects. Most of the severe cases start
with symptoms of headache, fever, nausea, and lethargy. The illness can progress
into disorientation, seizures, and coma.
Currently, there are no treatments for these viruses. Medical care is supportive
care and treating individual symptoms. Most mosquito bites do not result in disease and the same is true for tick bites.
Ticks are just as pesky and potentially dangerous as the mosquito. Ticks can
cause bacterial diseases such as Lyme disease, Human Anaplasmosis (HA), Babesiosis, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (RMSF), Southern Tick-Associated
Rash Illness (STARI), and Human Monocytic Ehrlichiosis (HME). The incident of tick-borne diseases in Minnesota has been steadily increasing since 1990.
The three tick-borne diseases most often transmitted by the deer tick in Minnesota
are Lyme disease (the most common), HA, and Babesiosis (20 percent).
Lyme disease is spread by infected blacklegged ticks (more commonly known
as deer ticks and bear ticks) found in wooded, brushy areas. The risk of getting a
tick-borne disease is small, especially if the tick is removed soon after it becomes
attached.
According to the
MDH, “Early symptoms of
Lyme disease typically include a characteristic ‘bulls
eye’ rash that appears as a
red ring with central clearing. The rash begins as a
small, raised red area that
may expand to several
inches in diameter. A rash
may appear on one or more
places on the body and is
usually not painful or itchy.
It is common to develop an In the photo, the second tick from the left is an
area of inflammation and adult female blacklegged tick, which is red and
itching up to the size of a dark brown. To her left is an adult male
quarter right after being blacklegged tick, which is similar and dark in color.
bitten by a tick. This is due A nymph blacklegged tick is the second from the
to your body’s reaction to right, and a blacklegged tick larva is to the far right.
the tick’s saliva and is not Adult females and nymphs can transmit infections
through their bites.
a symptom of Lyme disease. However, if you have
been bitten by an infected tick, the ‘bull’s-eye’ rash will reappear a few days later
and typically will expand to be more than two inches across. Not everyone develops or notices the rash, so it’s also important to be alert for other possible symptoms of Lyme disease -- fever, headache, chills, fatigue, sore throat, a stiff neck,
and pain in the muscles or joints — if you’ve spent time in ‘tick country’ during the
past month.”
Knowing how to protect yourself and your family from possible diseases from
BUG BITES Continued at right
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Scott County releases
new mapping application
Check it out at gis.co.scott.mn.us/ScottGIS
Have you seen the new Scott County
interactive GIS mapping website? If not,
get to a computer, open your web
browser and type in http://
gis.co.scott.mn.us/ScottGIS . This mapping application is a collaborative effort
on the part of Dakota, Carver, and Scott
Counties. The goal is to have a common web mapping interface for users
and eliminate the need to learn a new
application when working in different
Counties. The new ScottGIS Interactive
Mapping Application provides advanced
functionality, such as enhanced drawing
tools, custom parcel buffer selection,
custom themes for specific interests, and
more robust measuring/area calculation
tools. In addition, internal County and
City staff members have the ability to
create custom mailing labels, select

properties by specific parcel criteria, and
export their selection to an Excel spreadsheet for use in further analysis.
This partnership’s advantages have
essentially yielded a “win-win-win” situation. Dakota, Carver, and Scott Counties are able to pool their resources and
essentially triple their development capability by sharing code and knowledge.
These collaborative efforts have opened
the door for future initiatives by further
bridging an invaluable relationship between the staff members at the three
neighboring counties.
We hope that the users of our GIS
websites find the new application helpful and easy to use. If you have any
questions or comments, please send
them to gis@co.scott.mn.us or call our
office at (952) 496-8346.

Participants sought for
Public Health Survey
Scott County Public Health is requesting anyone 18 or older, single or
with a family, long-standing resident or new to Scott County, to participate in
a web-based survey.
State law requires local public health to assess each community every few
years to identify, analyze, and prioritize community health needs in the county.
One of the assessment tools that will give the county valuable information
regarding community health needs is a resident survey.
This survey was designed to gather information on two specific areas of
public health responsibility: healthy behaviors and accessing the health care
you need. The survey will take about ten minutes to complete online, and is
confidential. It is available in English, Russian, and Spanish. The survey is
currently available on the homepage of the Scott County website at the following link: www.co.scott.mn.us
Please call Scott County Public Health at (952) 496-8274 for further information about the survey, or if you would like a paper copy of the survey
sent to your home.

BUG BITES Continued from left

mosquitoes and ticks is the best defense.
Use a good repellent. These guidelines are good for both ticks and mosquitoes according to the Minnesota Department of Health and the Center for
Disease Control.
♦ Products containing permethrin, which are used on clothing, are especially
recommended for people who will be spending an extended period of time in tick
habitat and gives extra protection for light weight clothing against mosquitoes.
♦ Permethrin products are marketed under names like Permanone® and
Duranon® and are available in stores that sell outdoor gear.
♦ Do not use permethrin on your skin.
♦ Use an EPA-registered insect repellent such as standard DEET-based products on exposed skin.
♦ Use a product containing no more than 30 percent DEET for adults.
♦ The American Academy of Pediatrics now reports that concentrations up
to 30 percent are also safe for children.
♦ Do not use DEET for infants under two months of age.
♦ Follow the manufacturer’s directions for all repellent applications.
Clean out the mosquitoes from places where you work or play, such as places
that hold water where mosquitoes can breed. Repair broken screens or windows
where mosquitoes can enter the home. Be aware of peak mosquito hours from
dusk to dawn, and use extra clothing and repellent during these hours.
Wear clothes that will help shield you from ticks, such as long-sleeved shirts
and long pants. Tuck your pants into the top of your socks or boots to create a “tick
barrier.” It may be easier to spot ticks if you are wearing light-colored clothes.
Check frequently for ticks and remove them promptly. Ticks must remain attached for one to two days before they can transmit the Lyme disease
bacteria. Parents should check children for ticks frequently.
If you find a tick on yourself, remove the tick promptly by pulling in a slow
but firm manner. If possible, use a pair of tweezers or specially designed tick
forceps to grasp the tick by the head. Avoid folk remedies like Vaseline®, nail
polish remover, or burning matches — they are not a safe or effective way to
remove ticks.
For any medical symptoms that you may have questions or concerns about,
contact your health care provider. For more information on mosquito and tickrelated illnesses, go to www.health.state.mn.us or www.cdc.gov. To contact the
Public Health Department in Scott County, contact (952) 496-8555.
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What’s happening with Scott County parks?
Abandoned Union Pacific Rail Line being pursued for future public use
Scott County (acting as the Scott
County Regional Rail Authority) has
entered into a Joint Powers Agreement
(JPA) with the Carver County Regional
Rail Authority, the Metropolitan Council, and the cities of Carver and Chaska
to pursue acquisition of the Union Pacific Rail Line – Chaska Spur, which is
being abandoned between Merriam
Junction in Louisville Township and the
City of Chaska.
The rail line corridor follows the
Minnesota River northwest from
Merriam Junction, where it crosses the
river into the City of Carver. From
Carver, it turns northeast through Chaska
and terminates on the east end of Chaska.
Most of the corridor contains dramatic
views as it borders natural lands owned
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.
Union Pacific filed the abandonment
request after the collapse of a bridge ad-

jacent to the Minnesota River in the
spring of 2007. According to documents
in the abandonment request, Union Pacific determined that it wasn’t financially feasible to rebuild the line for rail
purposes since it only served one customer, United Sugars in Chaska. The
Surface Transportation Board ruled earlier this summer that the abandonment
may proceed. However, Union Pacific
has agreed to negotiate sale of the corridor for Interim Trail Use and other
public purposes, which would preserve
the corridor and accommodate future
trail, utility, and transportation uses.
Several key issues need to be studied before taking action on acquiring the
corridor, including the condition of the
main Minnesota River Bridge, log jams
that occur as a result of that bridge that
could flood the City of Carver, replacement of the collapsed bridge in Scott
County, and the costs associated with
converting the rail line to trails.

At this point, the only action being
considered is acquisition of the corridor,
which would protect it for future use. If
the JPA is successful in acquiring the corridor, it would likely be years before
funding is available to replace the collapsed bridge, convert the corridor to a
trail, and provide the necessary trail connections.
County Board Asks for Interim
Park Use Study
In updating its strategic initiatives
for the Parks and Trails Program, the
Scott County Board has asked the Parks
Advisory Commission and staff to study
what interim park uses might be possible
within existing lands and facilities before full park development occurs.
Scott County initiated its parks and
trails program with the adoption of the
Interim Parks and Trails Plan in 2004,
and the program’s primary focus since
that time has been on acquiring regional

park land threatened by development.
Although the County contributes financially towards Murphy-Hanrehan Park
Reserve and Cleary Lake Regional Park
(both operated by Three Rivers Park
District), the County Board has indicated
a desire to pursue a more balanced approach of acquisition and operation for
parks owned and operated by Scott
County.
With limited financial resources in
the 2009 budget, exactly what services
could be offered has yet to be determined. Preliminary ideas include opening sections of parks for passive recreational uses, collaborating with other
agencies and organizations to develop
programs and facilities, or working with
the private sector in a contractual arrangement. The Parks Advisory Commission and County Board are expected
to review and discuss options later this
year.

County adopts updated
Park and Trail Program
strategic initiatives
In April, the Scott County Board of Commissioners adopted 13 updated strategic initiatives that will guide the parks and trails program over the next two
years. The original strategies, adopted in 2006, provided the framework that lead
to the creation and acquisition of Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, the first longterm cost estimates and funding plans, and discussions about long-term roles and
responsibilities for the parks and trails program.
The updated strategies reflect recent accomplishments and provide continued
direction for the program.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Determine the County’s future relationship with Three Rivers Park
District.
Finalize a funding plan for acquisition of land within park boundaries.
Finalize long-term development and operation budget needs and sources
to address those needs.
Continue managing County owned lands within existing parks with
assistance from Public Works and Facilities.
Continue working with Public Works and Facilities to develop options
and plan for long-term maintenance.
Enhance partnerships with other park providers and other governmental
units to identify opportunities and to achieve greater efficiency.
Pursue acquisitions as available within park boundaries and search areas,
as defined by the Metropolitan Council, from willing sellers.
Seek regional and state funding for park operations, acquisition, and
development.
Prepare an operations analysis for interim operations of Spring Lake.
Regional Park and Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park (2008).
Prepare a Development Master Plan for Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
to qualify for regional and state funding, as resources permit (20082009).
Participate in Detailed Area Plan for Credit River, Spring Lake, New
Market, and Cedar Lake Townships (2008-2009).
Prepare an Acquisition Master Plan for Blakeley Bluffs to qualify for
regional and state funding, as resources permit (2010).
Engage outdoor recreation users groups to assist in achieving mutual
beneficial long-term goals.

For more information on the parks and trails program, please contact Scott
County Parks Manager Mark Themig at (952) 496-8783 or via e-mail at
mthemig@co.scott.mn.us.

Scott County Senior Expo 2008
Friday, October 17
8 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
New Shakopee High School
$10 — includes continental breakfast and lunch
Live entertainment, comediennes, speakers, vendors
Lots of door prizes
Register at Shakopee Parks and Recreation
Shakopee Community Center (952) 233-9500

Scott County is acquiring approximately 50 acres of land along St. Catherine’s
Lake with grants from the DNR and Metropolitan Council.

St. Catherine’s Lake land
purchase expands park
Scott County’s Regional Park System is expanding with the acquisition of
approximately 50 acres of land within
the Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
boundary. This land is located on the
corner of County Roads 8 and 23, and
includes approximately 25 acres of high
quality maple-basswood forest and
3,500 feet of shoreland on St.
Catherine’s Lake.
The parcel is a critical link for the
park, and is highly valuable in both ecological and natural resources. In addition to the natural resources on the land,
the site buffers and connects three “Regionally Significant Ecological Areas”
that have documented rare and oncethreatened animal species. The site also
has the opportunity to create permanent
corridor connections extending to five
other Regionally Significant Environmental Areas, a Wildlife Management

Area, and other DNR lands.
The County secured $1.2 million
needed to acquire and protect the property forever. Funding assistance came
from the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Acquisition Opportunity
grant program and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource’s Metro
Greenways program. The Greenways
funding is part of the Metro Conservation Corridors partnership focused on
protecting natural areas and water quality in the rapidly developing metro region. Both programs receive funding
from the Minnesota Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources
(LCCMR).
The real estate closing is scheduled
for August 27, 2008.

Carbon monoxide alarms
required in homes
Beginning August 1, 2008, state law requires that all existing
single-family homes must have carbon monoxide alarms. The
alarms are to be located within 10 feet of each bedroom. Existing
multi-family dwelling and apartment units must have carbon
monoxide alarms by August 1, 2009.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

CPR, AED training saves lives
I take comfort in knowing the public safety providers in Scott County are well
trained and experienced. The work they do to maintain their level of skill takes a
great deal of time, yet often goes unnoticed. When they are called upon to deliver
this service, however, their training saves lives.
Did you realize that you could gain some of the skills necessary to save a
life… in only a few hours? Cardiopulmonary resuscitation – more commonly
known as CPR — and Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) can and do
save lives… and almost everyone can learn how to do it. Learning these skills can
keep people alive until they are able to receive advanced medical assistance. CPR
performed properly and promptly is key to saving lives.
The American Heart Association and the American Red Cross offer various
levels of CPR training. For example, American Red Cross offers a self-paced “CPR
Anytime Kit” that includes an inflatable mannequin and instructional DVD. The
American Heart Association offers a combination on-line and instructor based course
called “Heartsaver First Aid Online with CPR and AED,” or another program called
“Heartsaver and Family and Friends Course.” (The website for the Twin Cities
Chapter of the American Red Cross is www.storemplsredcross.org/classes/
CPRClasses; the website for the American Heart Association is
www.americanheart.org, click on the “CPR & ECC” link.)
An Automated External Defibrillator is a portable device that is able to diagnose cardiac arrhythmia in a patient (e.g., a heart beating too slowly), and is able to
treat them through defibrillation by sending an electrical charge to the heart. These
devices are designed to be simple to use and are in place in many buildings throughout Scott County. They are also located in many of our law enforcement vehicles
and ambulances. An AED requires minimal training to use, but has the potential to
make a big impact in our County.
You don’t need to be an EMT or paramedic to take these classes; you simply
need to spend a few hours to gain the confidence and skills needed to assist someone in their time of need. If you are interested in attending CPR/AED training,
please check the websites mentioned above, your local Community Education class
offerings, Queen of Peace Hospital, St. Francis Regional Medical Center, or other
local hospital training programs.

Highway Projects Update
The 2008 road construction season
is well underway and — despite the skyrocketing fuel and material costs – the
Scott County Highway Department remains committed to preserving, maintaining, and improving our infrastructure.
This summer will see new surfaces
(overlays) on the following highways:
County Highway (CH) 15: 1.8 miles
between Columbus Avenue and CH 2 in
New Prague and Helena Township
CH 78: 1.5 miles between CH 15
and CH 17 in Shakopee and Jackson
Township
CH 91: 4.3 miles between CH 8 and
CH 21 in Credit River Township
In addition, there will be turn lane
improvement projects on CH 2 at
Wyldewood Drive, and on CH 17 at CH
42.
The City of Elko New Market will
see the final phase of CH 2 reconstruction in the downtown area of former
New Market. This section of CH 2 will
be reconstructed with one through lane
in each direction, a continuous left turn
lane, and a parallel parking lane on the
north side of the highway. In cooperation with the County, the City will be
constructing sidewalks along both sides
of the highway in the business district,
and trails along the highway in the residential areas west of the business district. Construction on this project should
begin in early August and be substantially completed by the end of the construction season this year.
CH 82 in Prior Lake was recently
completed and reopened to traffic after
three construction seasons. This significant project expanded the highway from
a two-lane rural road to a four-lane divided (with median) urban highway. As
part of this project, significant improvements to CH 21 in the vicinity of CH 82
also occurred. This project also included
turn lane and bypass lane improvements

on CH 17 at CH 82.
Also in Prior Lake, CH 21 just east
of Trunk Highway (TH) 13 has recently
been completed. The project reconstructed a previously undivided fourlane section of highway to a divided
(with median) highway.
In Savage, a cooperative CH 42 reconstruction project led by Dakota
County is well underway. This major
project is expanding the highway from
four lanes to six, and implementing access management recommendations
from previous studies of the highway.
One of those recommendations was the
removal of the traffic signal at Huntington Avenue, and restriction of this intersection to ¾ access. The contractor is
making great progress this season, and
this project should be substantially complete by the end of this construction season.
In Shakopee, work on the CH 101
bridge near Dangerfield’s Restaurant
was recently completed.
Shakopee will also be seeing the installation of another new traffic signal
this year. The intersection of CH 79 and
17th Avenue (now CH 16) will be signalized later this summer. This intersection saw appreciably increased traffic
and turning movements with the opening of the new Shakopee High School.
The increased volumes reached threshold levels to warrant a traffic signal, and
the County and City had funds available
to expedite this signal interstallation.
The Scott County Highway Department understands that many of our
community’s residents have been, or will
be, inconvenienced by these construction projects, and appreciates your patience. Please drive carefully in all highway work zones and keep an eye out for
workers. If you have any questions regarding the County Highway system,
any of these projects, or future projects,
please call (952) 496-8346.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight
Luke Brekke
Grade: 8th grade
4-H Club: Shakopee Super Seekers
Years in 4-H: Seven years
Years as Junior Leader: One year
Parents: Jon and Barb Brekke
Projects of Interest: Goat, Swine,
Performing Arts, Video, Foods,
Computer, Shop, Youth Leadership
Luke Brekke is stepping into the
Scott County 4-H Leadership Spotlight
this month for his outstanding leadership
and positive attitude at 4-H events.
When the campers are getting a little
antsy, Luke is the first one to step up
and start a round of songs or games.
This summer Luke — along with

Sarah, Shannon, and Angie Tell — attended the state 4-H leadership retreat
(YELLO) at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. He was excited to come home
and promote this leadership opportunity
to his fellow Junior Ambassador Team
members.

Erika Schneider
School: Belle Plaine
Grade: 8th grade
4-H Club: Belle Plaine 4-H
Parents: Greg and Greta Schneider
Years in 4-H: One year
Years as a Junior Leader: One year
Projects of Interest: Poultry, Crafts
and Fine Arts, Scrapbooking, Digital
Photography, Food and Nutrition,
Photography, Gardening, Youth
Leadership
For a first year 4-H member, Erika
has confidently stepped into the Spotlight! Erika has been busy exploring the
different projects and opportunities
available to her through 4-H. Early this
spring, Erika explored the Entomology
Project by making a display box for her

future insect
display at a
project workshop. She attended resident
camp at Lake
Patterson,
where
she
made some
new
4-H
friends from
Scott County
and other counties.
Erika’s new adventure has been
completing the 4-H Day Camp Counselor Training and she has been helping
with 4-H Adventures and Day Camps.
Erika is full of energy and is a great role
model and leader to younger campers!

Calling all outstanding youth leaders
By Sara Wagner
Extension Educator
Are you looking for ways to volunteer in your community, meet new Scott
County teens, teach younger youth how
to make positive choices, and learn lifelong leadership skills? Join the Scott
County Youth Teaching Youth team! The
“YTY” program trains 9-12th graders in
Jordan, Belle Plaine, Prior Lake/Savage,
Shakopee, and New Prague High
Schools to teach elementary age students
about a variety of life skills. Some of
the requirements of a YTY teen teacher
are:
♦ Complete one- to three- hour
training for each topic session (out of
school time)
♦ Teach three one-hour series
class (in school time — we pick you up
in County vehicle and you are excused
from school)
♦ Remain tobacco, alcohol, and
drug free

tobacco, and advertising. It presents
facts to help youth practice refusal and
decisionmaking skills, teaches about
peer pressure, and builds self-esteem.
This program is taught to 4th and 5th graders. (This is a one-hour lesson that is
taught once a week for three weeks.)

For more information about how to
join, call the Extension Office and talk
to Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5388.
Watch for visits to your high school the
first week of school. For those that are
not familiar with each program, here is
a brief description.

It’s Your Choice
It’s Your Choice is designed for 6th
graders. It is a different format – running the whole year instead of just three
visits by the teens. This program focuses
on issues for 6th graders such as bullying, depression and stress, alcohol and
tobacco, decision making, cliques, peer
pressure, and many more.

Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions
This program focuses on alcohol,

Talking with TJ
This program is presented to 2nd and
rd
3 graders. It focuses on working out
problems without violence, keeping anger under control, and respecting other
people’s points of view. (This is a onehour lesson that is taught once a week
for three weeks.)
Character Counts
This program is presented to 2nd and
rd
3 graders. It focuses on developing
positive character using the “Six Pillars
of Character Development.” (This is a
one-hour lesson that is taught once a
week
for
three
weeks.)

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Suggestions made to improve waste management
Phone books, plastic bags, backyard burning, recycling reviewed
The Minnesota Solid Waste Policy Report provides
a review of the state’s solid waste system, and makes
recommendations on how to manage Minnesota’s solid
waste. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) submits this report to the Senate and House
Environment and Natural Resources Committees every odd-numbered year as required by the Waste Management Act.
The purpose of the report is to explain the condition of waste management in Minnesota. It is the foundation upon which policymakers, waste management
businesses, citizens, and other stakeholders make decisions in terms of preserving and protecting the environment through good, sustainable solid waste management. This report must include:
♦ A summary of the current status of solid waste
management, including the amount of solid waste generated; the manner in which it is collected, processed,
and disposed; the extent of separation, recycling, reuse, and recovery of solid waste; and the facilities available or under development to manage the waste.
♦ An evaluation of the extent and effectiveness
of implementation and an assessment of progress in
accomplishing state policies, goals, and objectives.
♦ An identification of issues requiring further
research, study, and action; the appropriate scope of
the research, study, or action; the state agency or political subdivision that should implement the research,
study, or action; and a schedule for completion of the
activity.
♦ Recommendations for establishing or modifying state solid waste management policies, authorities, and programs.
Since the Waste Management Act was enacted in
1980, the state has seen the development of a healthy
and integrated system for solid waste management,
with facilities for recycling, energy generation (through
the burning of garbage), and land disposal. But
progress has stalled since 2000 — the statewide recycling rate has since leveled off and waste-to-energy

One of the proposed
strategies is to require an
opt-out plan whereby
citizens can call to opt out of
receiving a phone book.
from solid waste has dropped. The result is that
landfilling of waste has increased significantly. During the 2007 legislative session, the state passed legislation setting goals for more renewable energy and for
cutting greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions through 2025.
The 2007 Solid Waste Policy Report is tied to this legislation.
One outcome of the legislation was to form a group
to recommend ways to reduce green house gases to
meet the goals set by the new law. This group, called
the Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group
(MCCAG), offered suggestions on how to improve
waste management while assisting in meeting the state
GHG reduction requirements. From June 2007 through
February 2008, the MPCA worked with the MCCAG
to discuss and review policy options that would reduce the amount of solid waste generated in Minnesota and then improve waste management to recover
more resources from the material that remains.
The first part of the report focuses on five desired
outcomes, which include phone books, beverage containers, commercial recycling, switching from noncompostable plastic bags to compostable bags for yard
waste collection destined for compost, and the need to
further reduce backyard burning.
One of the proposed strategies — starting with
phone books — is to require an opt-out plan whereby
citizens can call to opt out of receiving a phone book.
The second goal will focus on recycling beverage con-

tainers. The MPCA has proposed that 80 percent of
beverage containers be recycled by 2012 (estimating
that 1,000,000 tons of GHG could be saved by recycling beverage containers, with the bulk of containers
being aluminum cans). Third, the Waste Management
Act presently requires counties and cities of a specified size to provide their residents with an “opportunity to recycle.” The MPCA wants the legislature to
expand this statute to include commercial recycling.
The fourth objective is to prohibit plastic bags from
compost and switch to compostable bags. And finally,
the MPCA recommends a statewide ban on backyard
burning by 2010.
One of the long range goals set by the MCCAG is
to reduce the emission of 75,000,000 tons of GHG by
improved waste management practices by 2025. The
MPCA is focusing on the metropolitan area, where 70
percent of the waste is generated, and is working on
waste-to-energy and new recycling goals. According
to the MPCA, we now have the ability to calculate
GHG reduction potentials for various solid waste management strategies.
What does this have to do with Scott County? In
anticipation of this refocusing of priorities for county
solid waste programs, the Environmental Health staff
believes it is necessary to re-evaluate our solid waste
program emphasis accordingly. The County (with direction from the MPCA) will work to develop initiatives on solid waste management, recycling, waste reduction, environmentally preferred purchasing (EPP),
and education. The MPCA seeks to support a variety
of approaches including the involvement of citizens
working in partnership with their local government.
The County, the Governor, your local legislators, the
MPCA, and citizens will all play a role in the creation
of a plan to obtain the best results for the money and
effort invested to work toward the goals of the 2007
Solid Waste Policy Report. To read the report, please
go to the MPCA website at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/
oea/policy/policy2007.cfm.

Most meth users tried “gateway drugs” first
Meth Task Force works to reduce use, plans Sept. 12 fundraiser
A lawyer. A doctor. An actor. A football player. A parent.
When the child was playing the
“what I’ll be when I grow up” game, it’s
hard to imagine that he or she decided
become a methamphetamine addict.
And when that same child, now a
middle schooler, decided to try some
beer pilfered from a friend’s parents, he
or she likely never thought it would go
any farther than that.
And when the teenager began experimenting with marijuana, he or she
thought that it was just something that
everyone does… not hurting anyone,
right?
But, frankly, most meth addicts
didn’t start down the road of drug abuse
by using meth. While there are some
meth users — particularly teenagers –
who “leapfrog” over “gateway” drug use
right to meth, most research on meth
users has indicated a history of substance
abuse involving tobacco, alcohol, or
marijuana.
“We also know that the earlier our
children begin using gateway drugs, the
greater the odds are that they will go on
to have alcohol or controlled substance
dependency problems,” said Scott
County Attorney and Meth Task Force
co-chair Pat Ciliberto. “In addition to
the damage done to the lives of these
children, and the effects on their families, there is also a heavy cost to the taxpayers in dealing with the dependency
issues of these children.”
Clearly, not all youth who use alcohol or marijuana become meth users.
However, according to MEDFELS
(Meth Education for Elementary

Schools, Michigan), research indicates
that more than 80 percent of the offenders convicted of meth-related offenses
report prior abuse of alcohol, marijuana,
or other drugs.
“We’ve clearly seen the effects of
gateway drugs in the criminal justice
system,” said Scott County Sheriff
Kevin Studnicka. “Meth might be the
most obvious, more visible narcotic
abuse we’re dealing with, but alcohol
and other gateway drugs land far more
people in deep, deep trouble… with the
law, with their health, with society in
general.”
Mitch Patterson, a recovering meth
addict, attested to the power of seemingly “harmless” substances. “I went
from drinking alcohol and smoking pot
at (age) 14 to doing meth at 15,” he said.
“It happened that fast, and what happened to me can happen to anyone.”
Noting that his parents had an emphatic
“no drugs, no drinking rule,” Mitch
nonetheless often saw sanctioned alcohol and drug use happening in his
friends’ homes. “And here were these
supposedly ‘responsible’ adults doing
these things, allowing their kids to drink
and smoke, and I kept feeling like I was
being lied to. And it wasn’t that far of a
jump to go to ‘if marijuana’s okay, then
cocaine must be okay too.’ It was a quick
move to the next high.”
While the use of gateway drugs does
not necessarily ensure a progression to
meth, avoiding these drugs likely solidifies the chances that a child will practice meth abstinence.
“I applaud the efforts of the Scott
County Meth Task Force and Education

Work Group that have worked hard to
put a halt to the growing meth addiction
problem in our community,” said former
Prior Lake Superintendent and committee co-chair Tom Westerhaus. “I do believe the work is paying off. Students
in the middle and high schools of our
County have said that they are determined to avoid the use of meth and all
of the downward spiral its use entails.
But,” he continued, “For all of their confidence about avoiding meth, I still am
very concerned about their lack of understanding of how the use of gateway
drugs — especially marijuana and alcohol — will destroy their resolve about

avoiding methamphetamines. Gateway
drugs and meth use go hand in hand.”
Mitch, now celebrating over four
years of sobriety, has words of advice
for both parents and kids with regard to
all substance abuse: Don’t believe the
hype. “It’s just not worth it. I’ve been to
hell and back. I’ve seen it with my own
eyes, and it’s a scary place.”
The Scott County Meth Task Force
will be hosting its second annual “Tee It
Up For The Task Force” invitational golf
tournament on Friday, September 12.
Please call (952) 496-8244 for more information.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Planning to improve waste management
Scott County is beginning the process of amending our Solid Waste Management Master Plan. The County’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) —
which includes citizens, waste industry representatives, and city representatives —
will be examining the options and suggesting needed changes in accordance with
recent Minnesota Pollution Control Agency directives. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) annual Solid Waste Policy Report this year established the
need for increased emphasis on reducing certain gaseous emissions through improvements in waste management strategies. Our County’s SWAC will study the
issues and make recommendations to amend the County’s plan accordingly.
Minnesota Gross Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions by Sector, 2005
Final Minnesota GHG Inventory and Reference Case Projection
(www.mnclimatechange.us/Inv_Forecast_Report.cfm)

The chart above — prepared by a Governor-appointed advisory group and
presented in a report to the legislature earlier this year —depicts the broad sources
of certain greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) from various sources in Minnesota.
Though waste management is only responsible for 3.2 percent of the GHG emissions, this category is the only one where emissions were demonstrated to have
been actually reduced since 1990. The report suggested that further cost-effective
reductions could be achieved by building on existing programs. Other initiatives
will focus on reducing these gasses from the other sources.
In order to achieve the goals set by our federal government in reducing GHG
emissions, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) initiated several voluntary programs to realize the most cost-effective opportunities for reducing emissions. For example, in 1994, EPA created the Landfill Methane Outreach
Program to reduce landfill methane emissions by facilitating the development of
projects that use landfill gas to produce energy. In the same year, EPA introduced
the Climate and Waste Program to capture the climate benefits of a broader set of
waste-related initiatives (e.g., recycling, source reduction).
The different sources of GHG emissions from waste are illustrated in the graphic
below. The disposal of solid waste produces GHG emissions in a number of ways.
First, the anaerobic decomposition of waste in landfills produces methane, a greenhouse gas 21 times more potent than carbon dioxide. Second, the incineration of
waste produces carbon dioxide as a byproduct. In addition, the transportation of
waste to disposal sites produces greenhouse gas emissions from the combustion of
the fuel used in the equipment. Finally, the disposal of materials indicates that
they are being replaced by new products; this production often requires the use of
fossil fuels to obtain raw materials and manufacture the items (source: www.epa.gov/
climatechange).
To better understand the need to reduce our GHG emissions, we must become
informed. There is a lot of information available on the need to reduce GHG
emissions, including several videos that can be checked out for free at the library.
There are many excellent sources of information available on the web. Also, check
out the Minnesota Energy Challenge at www.mnenergychallenge.org

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

What can I recycle?
Recycling saves resources
Last year, Scott County residents
and businesses recycled an amazing 55
percent of their waste! Recycling items
that would otherwise go into the garbage
saves our natural resources, saves
money, and decreases the amount of land
needed for landfills. It also takes less
energy and water to make recycled material into products — and this results in
less pollution. In fact, recycling just one
aluminum pop can saves enough energy
to power a television for three hours.
Everyone in Scott County has recycling provided by your garbage hauler.
But there are so many different items in
each household, it can be confusing as
to what can and can’t be recycled. Below is a list to help you decide what can
go into your recycling container.

• Dishwashing and detergent jugs
• Shampoo, soap, and lotion bottles
• Plastic shopping bags are recycled
at some local grocery stores and some
municipal drop-off recycling centers.
Remember: Recycle plastic
bottles with #1 and #2 inside the recycling symbol.

Items that can be recycled:
Paper
• Mail, office, and school papers
• Magazines and catalogs
• Newspapers and inserts
• Phone books
• Shredded paper in closed paper
bags
• Cardboard boxes
• Cereal boxes, cracker boxes, pasta
boxes, cake mix boxes
• Shoe boxes, gift boxes, and
electronic boxes
• Boxes from toothpaste,
medications, and other toiletries
• Cardboard rolls from paper towel
and toilet paper
Remember this general rule: If
the product is stored in the cupboard, the
box is recyclable. If it goes in the fridge,
freezer, or microwave, it isn’t.

Items that cannot be recycled
through curbside pickup:
• Pizza boxes, egg cartons, or boxes
soiled with food
• Boxes from refrigerated or frozen
foods
• Margarine, cottage cheese, cream
cheese, and other tubs
• Yogurt, pudding, and fruit cups
• Microwaveable food trays
• Produce, deli, and take-out
containers
• Plastic wrap and bags
• Paper towels, napkins, cups and
plates
• Gift wrap
• Drinking glasses, mugs, dishes,
cookware, pottery, and vases
• Window and mirror glass
• Paint and aerosol cans
• Containers that held hazardous
products, such as nail polish, hobby
paints, paint thinner, automotive
products (such as motor oil), yard
products (such as pesticides), et cetera
• Toys

Metal
• Metal food and beverage cans
• Aluminum pop cans

Glass
• Glass food and beverage bottles
and jars. Remember: Colored glass
can be recycled!
Plastics
• Plastic bottles and jugs
• Water, soda, and juice bottles
• Milk and juice jugs
• Ketchup and salad dressing bottles

Getting items ready to recycle is
quick and easy.
• Remove all caps, lids, and pumps.
• Give it a quick rinse (it’s perfectly
fine to leave the labels on).
• Do not place recyclables in plastic
bags.
Some garbage haulers require
recyclables to be separated, and others
allow it to be co-mingled. Contact your
local hauler for specifics on how they
pick up recycling. You can also visit the
following websites for more information
on recycling: www.recyclemore
minnesota.org
or
www.green
guardian.com. For information on local recycling, please call the Scott
County Environmental Health Department at (952) 496-8787.

Register to vote now!
If you aren’t already registered, don’t wait in line
on election day -- register now by completing a
voter registration application. (Pre-registration
closes 20 days before each election.)
Applications can be obtained from the Scott
County website at www.co.scott.mn.us or by
calling Scott County Elections at (952) 496-8560.

Absentee Voting
Applications for absentee ballots can be obtained from the County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us or by calling Scott County Elections at 496-8560.

Polling locations
Your polling location is based on your address of residence. To locate your
correct location please access the following websites:
Scott County: www.co.scott.mn.us; State: http//pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Fair Fun
The midway (at left) at the Scott County Fair offered a
variety of rides, food, and activities. Members of the
Sheriff’s Mounted Reserve Unit (above) carried the flags
to open the Draft Horse Show. Youngsters (at right) had
fun during a children’s activity in the straw during the fair.

2030 Comp Plan
Continued from Page 1

Under the 2030 Plan, this rural area
is guided for residential development at
densities supported by sustainable onsite wastewater management systems,
but only after proper open space and
natural resources have been identified
and appropriate and safe road connections, storm water management and
other issues have been addressed. The
DAP is being prepared through partnerships with the four township boards and
input from citizens and landowners.
Funding for the DAP has been provided
by the County, the four participating
townships, and the McKnight Foundation.
DAP activities planned over
the next 18 months include:
Build-out: Conducting a “build-out
scenario” of the study area, assuming
final densities of one home per 2.5 acres.
Based on the amount of developable
land available in the study area, preliminary findings from this analysis show
that approximately 12,600 homes — or
31,500 people — will be living in the
study area at time of full build-out. (This
roughly equals today’s population of the
City of Shakopee).
Rural Design Charrette: Holding
a “charrette” (a brainstorming workshop
focused on design) to engage residents
in the study area on the concepts for sustainable and desirable long-term development which will maintain and preserve the natural, open space, and cultural character of the rural area. “The
goal of the charrette is to focus on the
importance of rural design when we consider how to carefully and responsibly
place another 9,400 new home sites onto
this rural landscape without diminishing
its unique characteristics,” said Planning
Manager Brad Davis. Students and staff
from the University of Minnesota’s Center for Rural Design are planning to assist county planning staff in this rural design charrette effort.
Landowner Meetings: Conducting
meetings with small groups of landowners to discuss ways they can help implement the overarching goals of the 2030
Plan or more detailed strategies provided in the DAP study. Over the next
year, County staff will hold a number of
citizen and landowner meetings to discuss the Natural Area Corridor program
and how these valuable natural resource
corridors can be protected through either land development or land stewardship. These meetings will be held both
within the DAP study area and across
other portions of the county. These
meetings will serve multiple purposes,
including:

• Engaging landowners on the
overarching goals of conservation corridor planning, including stormwater
management and geomorphic studies as
they relate to their property;
• Communicating the various options available for implementation today
and in the future, including assistance
available to landowners from state, federal, and local cost-share programs;
• Dispelling any myths about the
County’s natural area planning and DAP
planning processes; and
• Identifying and developing a
core group of interested property owners to initiate changes on the landscape.

opment (LID) to minimize development
impacts and maintain site runoff rates.
This summer, team members toured
some rural residential developments
throughout the Twin Cities metropolitan region that have successfully implemented LID concepts. Another component of this study will look at the groundwater drinking supply available to serve
the final build-out of the study area.
Staff from the Metropolitan Council will
be modeling these groundwater impacts
in the DAP study area as part of their
larger assessment of the long-term availability of the region’s drinking water
supply.

Regional Trail Planning: Begin
plans for a future regional trail connecting four regional parks within or near
the DAP study area (Murphy-Hanrehan,
Cleary Lake, Doyle-Kennefick, and Cedar Lake Farm). The study will look at
alignments, uses, design, and construction of this trail, and the results will ultimately lead to the creation of a regional
trail development master plan completed
in 2009. “This study will set the stage
for regional trail planning throughout the
rest of the County,” said County Parks
and Trails Manager Mark Themig.

Road Planning: Identifying where
today’s local roads need expanding or
upgrading and where new roads will be
needed to serve the final build-out of the
study area. This analysis will also assess where and what type of improvements are needed at intersections between local roads and the County’s highway system to ensure a safe and efficient roadway system.

Water Planning: Assessing the impacts planned rural housing densities will
have on stormwater runoff and drinking
water supplies within and around the
DAP study area. The study will focus
on the benefits of Low Impact Devel-

DAP Open House: Holding an
open house near the end of the study for
interested residents to review the outcomes of the analysis described above
and explore future opportunities for land
development and land conservation in
the study area.
The DAP study is being steered by
a Project Management Team, consisting

of a township official from each of the
four townships and County staff covering the various technical components.
Residents and landowners interested in
different aspects of the study will be
formed into Citizen Advisory Teams,
which will meet periodically throughout
the 18-month study to provide feedback
and input into the process.
The DAP is expected to be completed next fall. In awarding the
$200,000 grant to fund this study, the
McKnight Foundation pointed out that
this could be a model that other communities in the Twin Cities metropolitan area could use to help manage the
impacts associated with rapid growth on
the urban fringe. “We are very excited
that McKnight supports this type of
project,” said Davis. “The study area is
planned to always remain a rural pocket
in the metropolitan region, and this type
of study is unique because it considers
the cumulative impacts this type of permanent development pattern has on both
the landscape and on our local, county,
and regional infrastructure.”
For more information on the 2030
Comprehensive Plan or the Detailed
Area Planning study, contact the Planning Department at (952) 496-8475 or
visit
the
County’s
website
(www.co.scott.mn.us) and click on
“2030 Comp Plan” under the “Property,
GIS & Land” tab.
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When the lights go out...
Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Looking twice may save a life!
Gas prices are up. Motorcycle sales are up. Highway fatalities are up. Are
these things related?
All types of vehicles are on our roadways these days… semi tractor trailers,
ambulances, bicycles, minivans, hybrid cars, box vans, utility vehicles, camper
trailers, buses, and motorcycles. By learning and practicing safety tips, we can
keep everyone out of harm’s way on the road.
Watch aggressively for motorcycles.
· Search the traffic around you constantly, and expect to see motorcycles.
· Check your blind spots before changing lanes or merging, especially in
heavy traffic.
· Double-check traffic at intersections before you pull out.
· Motorcycles can easily be hidden in traffic. Look for a helmet above, tires
below, or a shadow alongside a vehicle that you can’t see around. Larger vehicles
often conceal a single motorcycle that
is traveling behind.
Anticipate hazards that may
confront the motorcyclist and
predict how the motorcyclist may
react to the situation.
· Poor road conditions, bad
weather, flying debris, oil slicks, and
heavy traffic pose high risks for motorcyclists.
· If you’re having trouble seeing
motorcycles, they are more than likely
having trouble seeing you too.
Allow a minimum three second
“space cushion” when following a
motorcycle.
· Pick out a fixed object ahead of
you. When the motorcycle passes the
object, count off “one thousand one, one
thousand two, one thousand three.” If
you haven’t passed the object after three
seconds, your following distance meets
the three second minimum.
· In poor driving conditions, at
higher speeds and at night, use a four to
five second following distance to give
the motorcyclist more space.
· Motorcyclists frequently like to
leave a larger distance between them and
the vehicle in front of them, allowing
more time to react to any problems.
Don’t cut in.
Both of these rules apply to other
motor vehicles on the road too, not just motorcycles.
Watch out when turning left.
· Most crashes between cars and motorcycles involve turning left at an intersection. If you are preparing to cross traffic or turn left, take a second look for
motorcycles.
· Because motorcycles are smaller than cars, it is harder to see them and
more difficult to judge their approach speed in traffic.
· Sun glare can be a killer. It can make a single motorcycle invisible. Take
an extra moment and look twice to make sure the way is clear.

If traffic signals fail, knowing
rules will help traffic flow safely
Traffic signals — like any electrical
device — rely on power from the power
company, and are prone to damage from
water, lightning, and general wear and
tear. When traffic lights are dark or
flashing red, drivers can, and often do,
make mistakes. Knowing the rules can
prevent a crash:
Signals Under Construction:
When a traffic signal is being constructed, the existing intersection is often a two-way stop until construction is
finished and the signal is turned on for
the first time. When this is the case, all
of the signal lights are covered with cloth
sacks to prevent confusion with a power
outage. When the lights are covered with
sacks, signs on the ground will guide
traffic. Often times, this is a two-way
stop — so remember to look both ways
if you have a stop sign, and always use
caution in work zones.
Signals Flashing Red:
When a traffic signal malfunctions
but still has power, it will often revert to
a flashing mode. In some areas, signal
lights go into a scheduled flash mode
on a daily basis to reduce delay and save
electrical costs. When you approach a
signal light that is flashing red, you must
come to a complete stop (Mn Statute
169.06, Subd. 7). Sometimes, the intersection will flash red in all directions,
making the intersection operate like a
four-way stop. But at some intersections, the lights may flash yellow for the
main roadway, thus making the intersection like a two-way stop, which saves
fuel and reduces unnecessary stops. Always make sure it is safe to proceed before entering the intersection, as the
crossing traffic may not be required to
stop.
(If you approach a flashing yellow
light, you do not need to come to a stop.
However, be alert for drivers entering
and proceed with caution.)
Signals that are in flashing mode can
come back into normal operation at any
time and without warning, even when
repair workers are not present. The
flashing red may change to a solid red,
and drivers often fail to notice the difference and run the red light. Proceeding on a solid red light is always illegal
and can lead to a deadly crash. Be alert,
and make sure that the light is still flashing and that it is safe to enter before en-

tering the intersection.
Signal Lights All Dark:
During planned or prolonged power
outages, stop signs may sometimes be
installed to control traffic until the signal is repaired or power is restored. But
during unplanned power outages, stop
signs are usually not present. When a
signal system is completely dark and no
stop signs are present, and the signal
lights are not covered with sacks, the
intersection legally becomes an uncontrolled intersection. But the rules of
right-of-way still apply (Mn. Statute
169.20). If you approach a signal system without power and the lights are not
covered with sacks:
♦ Reduce your speed and prepare
to stop.
♦ Vehicles have right-of-way in
the order which they arrive, regardless
of which road they arrive from. In heavy
traffic, this often necessitates a complete
stop.
♦ If two vehicles arrive at the intersection at approximately the same
time, the vehicle on the left must yield
to the vehicle on the right, and left turns
must yield to oncoming traffic.
To report a signal malfunction, contact the highway department responsible
for the signals. For signals on state highways in Scott County, contact the Minnesota Department of Transportation at
(651) 234-7500. For signals on County
roads, contact Scott County Public
Works at (952) 496-8346. If the malfunction is an emergency, dial 911.
By knowing the rules, we can help
keep traffic moving safely even when
the lights go out!

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY Continued from left

Share the road.
· Do not drive your car in the same lane (alongside) as a motorcycle. It is
unsafe and illegal.
· Treat motorcyclists with the same respect and courtesy you afford other
motorists.
· Motorcyclists make eye contact often to feel confident that automobile
drivers see them. Give a nod back to acknowledge this.
Observe and obey all traffic laws, signs, and signals.
· Failure to obey and yield the right-of-way can result in the death or serious
injury of a motorcyclist.
· Stay focused on the driving task. Inattentive driving is a major cause of
car-motorcycle crashes.
· Use turn signals to indicate your next move. This allows the motorcyclist
to anticipate traffic flow and find a safe lane position. Be aware that some motorcycles do not have automatic turn signal cancellations. Sun glare can make it hard
for cyclists to see if their signal is still on. If you see a cycle coming, and the signal
is active, pause for a moment for the cyclist to pass.
· Remove all possible distractions that can interfere with the driver’s attention, and remove any objects that may block the driver’s view. Don’t rely solely
on your mirrors for information. Motorcycles are not very large and can be hidden
easily. Take a second and look twice.
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY Continued to right

Some Scott County facts:
During 2005 – 2006, Scott County had 50 crashes involving motorcycles.
Of those:
· 75 percent occurred in daylight with dry roads,
· 25 percent were due to other drivers’ failure to yield or see the
motorcyclist,
· 15 percent involved alcohol or chemical impairment (this statistic includes
all drivers in the crashes),
· 50 percent of the crashes were at intersections, and
· 45 percent were not the motorcyclist’s fault and due to some other factors.
The good news out of these statistics? Only three of the crashes in that time
period were motorcycle fatalities. Let’s work to keep beating those odds — looking twice may save a life!
For more information on motorcycle safety, visit the Motorcycle Safety Foundation at www.msf-usa.org.
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CAP Agency Head Start Program
now accepting applications
The CAP Agency Head Start program is recruiting children for the 2008-2009 program year. Head
Start is a comprehensive child and family development
program which provides services in the areas of education, health, nutrition, parent involvement, and social services. Parents work together with Head Start
teachers and staff to
plan activities that
focus on all areas of
family and child development. Head
Start offers opportunities for parents to
provide leadership
and help make policy
decisions for the program.
Preschool children ages three to five years from low-income families are eligible for Head Start. There is no cost. Head
Start also welcomes children with specials needs.
In 1965, the CAP Agency began its Head Start
program with 45 children. Forty years later, the CAP
Agency now operates 15 Head Start centers throughout Scott, Carver and Dakota counties and has the capacity to enroll 460 children. Scott County children
attend centers in Shakopee, Prior Lake, and Savage.
For more information about CAP Agency Head
Start or to request an application, Scott and Carver
County residents are asked to contact an intake specialist at (952) 496-2125 or call the CAP Agency Head
Start application request line at (952) 402-9894.

CAP Agency announces “Give
Where You Live: Summer 2008”
Your donations help people succeed...
You help children receive crisis care. You help
homes to be warm in the winter. You help families
put food on their tables. You help senior citizens live
independently.You help families to own a car. You
help preschool students get a head start.You help parents with their childcare needs. You help families to
have a place to live.
Your contribution to Give Where You Live Summer 2008 will help CAP help our residents survive
these difficult economic times.
The CAP Agency is a private, non-profit organization serving families and individuals of all ages living in Scott, Carver and Dakota Counties. Service areas in Scott and Carver Counties include early childhood and nutrition education, food and clothing assistance, transitional housing, childcare and childcare referral, crisis nursery, transportation, energy assistance,
congregate dining, and home-delivered meals. For
more information, contact the CAP Agency at (952)
496-2125 or visit its web site at www.capagency.org.
To make your gift, simply mail your contribution
to the CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury Rd. So., Shakopee,
Minnesota, 55379. Credit card donations are accepted
online at www.capagency.org and by calling (952)4962125. Donations to the CAP Agency are 100 percent
tax deductible. As always, the CAP Agency appreciates your support!

Libraries offer information,
activities, online services
The Scott County branch libraries are busier than
ever this summer. The Summer Reading Program
(“Look What’s Cookin’ At Your Library”) and the Teen
Program (“Plug In At Your Library”) have been very
successful, with a
substantial increase
in participation
compared to last
year (which showed
an increase over the
year before, etc.).
The Summer
Reading Programs
ended on August 9,
but activities will continue through August. There are
Dr. Suess parties, the Storyclay Teller, Fudgemania,
and more. Check the Scott County Library website
(www.scott.lib.mn.us) and select “Summer Reading
Program” for more information.
You may notice the red and white AED signs in
the libraries. The Shakopee Mdewakanton Business
Council donated this life-saving equipment to our libraries. Many thanks, and I hope we will never need
to use them. In case we ever do, Mdewakanton Emergency Services is providing training for the staff.
Thanks again for your donation of time and equipment to the Scott County Library System.
Online Resource News — A burning question in
library circles is what to call the online databases and
online books that we purchase for you. We currently
use “online resources.” If you have a good idea for a
name, please let us know what you think. Whatever
the name, the online resources that we purchase (and
those purchased by the State and by the regional library system for your use) are different from the
Internet, although you use the Internet to get to them.
They are similar to the books and the magazines in the
library. In many cases they are the same as the books
and magazines. Many of the magazine articles include
not only all of the words (full-text), but many now
include all of the pictures, graphs, and charts (full-content). Remember, if you have questions about our
online resources, the reference staff will be happy to
help you.
Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes! Some of the changes in
the online resources provided by the Scott County Li-

brary System are as follows:
• You can now access all content in Standard
and Poor’s from outside the library!
• We’ve added additional historical content to
the Salem Press History database, including Milestone
Documents in American History, The Eighties in
America, The Seventies in America, The Fifties in
America, The Sixties in America.
• We’ve also added the Salem Press Health database.
• Try our new Reader’s Advisor Online database to expand your world of reading with suggested
titles, lists of readalikes, book group suggestions and
more
• Sorry for the inconvenience, but the company
that sells Rosetta Stone language learning software no
longer sells their product to libraries. Please check
with the information desk at your library (or e-mail
Ask Our Librarians) for language learning alternatives
both online and off.
• The Scott County Law Library has expanded
the services offered by the Self Help Center! They now
offer a direct phone link to the Hennepin County SelfHelp Center. Phone calls are answered by court employees Tuesday through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., except for legal holidays. While court employees are not able to give legal advice, they can assist
callers with general questions about court forms, procedures, and legal resources. Bilingual staff is available to provide services in Spanish as well. Call the
Law Library at (952) 496-8713 for additional information.
For more information, please call your branch
library:
Library Administration
(952) 707-1760
Belle Plaine
(952) 873-6767
Elko New Market
(952) 461-3460
Jordan
(952) 492-2500
New Prague
(952) 758-2391
Prior Lake
(952) 447-3375
Savage
(952) 707-1770
Scott County Law Library
(952) 496-8713
Shakopee
(952) 233-9590
Renewal Line
(952) 890-9184
www.scott.lib.mn.us

News from Three Rivers
Park District

Camps, biking
events offered
August and September Programs at the Landing
– Minnesota Heritage Park in Shakopee
(formerly known as “Murphy’s Landing”)
August 16 and 17; August 23 and 24
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. – Saturdays; 12 - 5 p.m. – Sundays
Minnesota Heritage Weekends
The Landing – formerly Historic Murphy’s
Landing. Meet the residents of Eagle Creek and the
frontier. Help with their daily chores, play games,
attend school, and participate in 1800s-era craft
demonstrations. Ride the trolley pulled by Percheron
draft horses. Many buildings open for touring. Food
service available most weekends. $8.50 ages 12 and
up; $7 ages 3 to 11 and seniors; ages 2 and under free.
August 30 – Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
August 31 – Sunday, Noon-5 p. m.
September 1 – Monday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Eagle Creek Fair
The Landing, Shakopee. Join the farmers and
townsfolk of Eagle Creek as they celebrate the fruit of
their summer labors. Ride the trolley pulled by
Percheron draft horses and earn prizes in games of
chance and skill. Temperance rally in the Town Hall.
Appearance by 5th Regiment of Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry. 1860s “base ball” match between Quicksteps
and Afton Red Socks (Sept. 1 only). Gate fees apply.
September 27 – Saturday, noon - 3 p.m.
Minnesota River Walk
Walk the scenic Minnesota River Trail and enjoy the
beauty of autumn. Tour several historic buildings in
the Village of Eagle Creek. Enjoy an easel art activity
with watercolors. Refreshments served at our Panorama
Show (1 p.m. and 2 p.m.) in the Town Hall! Enter
park through West Entrance. Gate fees apply.
Summer Camp at the Landing; Grades 1-6
1876 One-Room School
August 20-22, Wednesday–Friday #33841002
Journey back to 1876 and attend class in an authentic
one-room schoolhouse. Use slate boards and soapstone
for lessons, make a quill pen, compete in a spelling
bee, and play games. Commemorate America’s 100th
birthday with flag raising, history lessons and a school
pageant. Reservations are required; call (763) 5596700. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. $140.

August and September Programs
at Murphy Hanrehan
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint
August 20 -- Wednesday
Mountain bike in a 10-mile time trial. Awards and door
prizes. Registration 5:30 p.m., start time 6:30 p.m.,
helmets required. Co-sponsored by Freewheel Bike.
$10. Ages 14 and up. For more information, call (763)
694-7726.
Murphy Duathlon
September 6 -- Saturday
Begin and end with a three-mile run through thick
stands of oak forest on shaded turf trails. Between runs,
sprint your bike down 10 miles of winding single track
through wooded hills and wetlands. Co-sponsored by
Freewheel Bike. For more information, visit
www.active.com. 10 a.m. $40 pre-registered at
active.com; $45 day-of.
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WMO focuses on Water Resources Plan
In 1982, the Minnesota Legislature
approved the Metropolitan Surface Water Management Act, requiring local
units of government in the seven-county
metropolitan area to prepare and implement comprehensive surface water management plans through membership in
a watershed management organization
(WMO). Watershed management organizations are based on watershed boundaries.
On July 21, 2000, the Scott Watershed Management Organization (“Scott
WMO”) was formed under authority of
the Scott County Board of Commissioners in 2004. The WMO adopted its first
Water Resource Management Plan. The
WMO Water Resource Management
Plan provides the management goals,
policies, and strategies that the WMO
uses to protect, improve, preserve, and
manage water resources in the WMO.
This plan also sets the standard policies
and management goals for local water
plans.
The WMO covers 283 square miles
and is comprised of portions of five
watersheds within Scott County: Sand

Core aerate lawns if
soil is hard, compacted
Heavy clay soil packs down easily
just from normal lawn use, making
drainage a real problem. Unfortunately,
new construction often means contractors scrape off the topsoil, then just put
two or three inches of “black dirt” over
the clay that’s left... a sure recipe for disaster, though the lawn might look fine
for two or three years.
One way to improve lawns growing
on heavy clay soil is through regular
aeration. Rent a core aerator that takes
up tubular plugs of soil when you run it
across your lawn. If it doesn’t remove
plugs of soil, all an aerator does when it
pokes holes is pack the soil to either side
of each hole even tighter than it was before. (Skip those nifty-looking sandals
with the spikes. While it might be fun to
stomp around in them, they really won’t
help aerate your lawn.)
Unfortunately, aerators are cumbersome and heavy. Unless you’re in good
physical shape, with a fair amount of
upper body strength, it might be best to
hire someone to do the aerating for you.
Run the core aerator over your lawn
in several directions so that holes are
only a few inches apart. Don’t rake up
those plugs of soil that lie on top of the
lawn. Rain and fluctuating temperatures
will crumble them eventually, and they’ll
actually act as a top-dressing on the lawn,
helping to break down thatch accumulation.
Fertilize right after you aerate. Those
granules will fall not only on your grass,
but down all those little holes. This helps
move nutrients to the lawn’s root zone,

A core aerator takes up tubular plugs
of soil when you run it across lawns.

along with the oxygen they need for
good growth. Water after fertilizing.
Aerate several days after a substantial rain or very thorough watering. Don’t
aerate if your soil is soggy with moisture. The heavy machine will serve to
further pack the soil – and its metal plugdigging apparatus will clog up easily. If
your soil is bone dry, though, it will be
too hard. The aerator won’t be able to
penetrate the soil well or bring up the
size plugs it should.
Finally, complete your aeration
while there are still several weeks of
good grass growing weather left, so the
lawn can “recover.” If you’re early
enough (by mid-September in the Twin
Cities area, a week later in southern Minnesota and a week or two earlier in the
northern part of the state), you can overseed the lawn immediately after aerating.
Source: Deborah Brown, Extension
Horticulturist

Growing herbs? Try herb butter!
If you’re growing herbs in your garden, but aren’t sure exactly which flavor each will lend your dishes, you might
be interested in mixing up some small
batches of herb butter or margarine so
you can sample them.
It’s a really easy recipe: Use two
tablespoons of a chopped fresh herb to
one-half cup of slightly soft butter or
margarine. Pick the fresh herbs just before you’re ready to use them. Wash
them gently in cool water, then pat them
dry with a soft rag or paper towel. For
best flavor, don’t cut them until the last
minute. Cream each herb into its own

little container of butter or margarine,
adding a few drops of lemon juice.
Cover and refrigerate the mixtures,
but allow them to soften at room temperature before you use them so the
herbs’ flavors have an opportunity to
develop fully. Try the herb spread on
bland crackers (water biscuits would be
ideal) or crusty French bread. You’re
sure to enjoy comparing the distinctive
taste of the different herbs! This is also
a great project to do with children.
Source: Deborah Brown, Extension
Horticulturist

Creek, Southwest, Shakopee Basin,
Credit River, and the portion of Prior
Lake Spring Lake watershed that is not
covered by the Prior Lake Spring Lake
Watershed District. The remainder of
the County is within one of four other
watershed jurisdictions: the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, the
Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District, the Black Dog Watershed Management Organization, or the Scott County
portion of the Vermillion River Joint
Powers Organization. The WMO has
jurisdiction over 11 townships and seven
cities.
The five members of the Scott
County Board of Commissioners form
the governing body and conduct business for the WMO as the Scott WMO
Board.
The Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) was established during the
creation of the first WMO Plan. The
WPC consists of seven citizen members
appointed by the Scott WMO Board and
whose general focus is oversight and recommendations to the Scott WMO Board
on policy issues, budget, plan and pro-

gram priorities, advisory support for the
WMO Board, and utilizing and implementing the Water Resource Management Plan.
The WMO is committed to the preservation, improvement, management,
and development of water resources and
related land resources. The WMO will
promote the goals and policies set forth
in its Water Resource Management Plan
to preserve and enhance water quality,
control volumes and rates of runoff, and
minimize (to the extent possible) the
long-term cost of managing water and
related land resources. The goals and
policies of the WMO Water Resources
Plan are currently under a revision process, and should be complete by January 2009.
To keep up to date on what the WPC
is doing, visit the County’s website at
www.co.scott.mn.us/wmo, or attend the
WPC meetings. In addition, Scott
WMO staff is located in the Natural
Resources Department of the Scott
County Government Center; you can
reach Paul Nelson, WMO administrator,
by calling (952) 496-8054.

Reduce thatch now
Once summer’s high temperatures
drop into a more comfortable range, it’s
time do something about any excessive
thatch buildup you might have in your
lawn. Cut a wedge of soil and grass out
of the lawn — much like a piece of cake
— and look at the side view. Thatch is
the layer of wiry, often reddish-brown
material located above the normal soil,
but below the growing parts of the grass.
While a little thatch is good — .it
helps cushion and protect the grass
crowns when you walk on it — anything
more than 1/2 inch thick is considered
harmful. To begin with, thatch buildup
is closely associated with patch disease
problems. Grass roots tend to grow into
the thatch instead of deeper in the soil,
which leaves the lawn vulnerable to wilting and die-out in hot, exposed locations.
Too much thatch also interferes with
moisture, fertilizer, and even oxygen
penetrating deeply into the soil.
You can use a de-thatching rake to
remove some of the thatch, but many
people find it too laborious a task.
“Power rakes” or “vertical mowers,”
available wherever garden tools or large
power equipment can be rented, will
slice through the thatch with vertical
tines, removing the upper portion. This

Thatch more than one-half inch thick
is considered harmful for grass.

raises large quantities of “duff” and organic debris which may be composted
at home or hauled away to a community
compost site.
Top-dressing the lawn with a light
layer of topsoil (no more than ½ inch)
will also help break down the thatch
layer. But don’t haul in soil (even black
dirt) from another site. Top-dressing is
really only helpful if you are able to use
the same soil that’s already there.
Source: Deborah Brown, Extension
Horticulturist

Expo for rural property
owners set for Sept. 6
The “Living on the Land” Expo will be packed with useful information for
both small farm owners and rural residents who want to practice good land and
resource stewardship. It will be held at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan,
Minnesota, on Saturday, September 6.
The Expo will include presentations and roundtable discussions related to
living on small acreages, including caring for livestock, pasture and lawn care,
and zoning regulations, as well as “how-to sessions” on hot topics such as
vegetable gardening and season extension, energy efficient houses, beekeeping, and information about starting an ag-based business.
The resource fair will feature vendors showcasing products, programs, and
equipment designed for acreage owners. A special feature will be an “Aisle of
Breeds” featuring livestock suited to small farms and acreages, as well as other
entertaining demonstrations. The Expo will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., with seminars starting at 9:30 a.m. and concluding at 4:00 p.m. Vendors
will be available throughout the day. Concessions will be provided all day by
the 4-H clubs. The Expo is organized by the University of Minnesota Extension.
More information is available at www.extension.umn.edu/offices/. Just
click on Scott County in the Minnesota state map. Anyone interested in being
a vendor or sponsor should contact Tana Haugen-Brown at (763) 241-2720 or
via e-mail at thbrown@umn.edu.
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SWCD contest focuses on value of trees
Students in the Jordan, New Prague,
Belle Plaine, and Prior Lake area school
districts demonstrated their creativity,
love of trees, and appreciation for our
natural resources in the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s annual
“Poster, Mural, Essay, and Video” contest. The theme for this year’s contest
was “Trees –Rooted in our Future.”
“Our natural resources are very important to us here in Scott County. This
contest is a wonderful opportunity for
the District to educate the students on
its importance and how they can protect
and renew our natural resources,” said
Jodi Worm, Scott SWCD Communications Specialist. Students in 5th and 6th
grades in Scott County were eligible to
enter the contest.
The students used a variety of approaches for the entries that they created.
Some displayed their knowledge of the
varieties and species of trees we have
here in Scott County, while others
showed off their outstanding artistic
skills. Still others demonstrated how
trees play an important role in our environment. Many of the posters depicted
the students love for the great outdoors
and nature.
A total of 268 posters, 48 murals,
12 essays, and 14 videos were entered.
The winners in the poster contest were:
First place, Luke Dunfee; second place,
Jackie Spading; and third place, Montana Meyer (all winners are 6th grade
students at Oak Crest Elementary School
in Belle Plaine).
The mural winners were: First place,
Megan Schumacher, Emily Vinkemeier,
and Marykay Nasby — 6th grade stu-

SWCD contest winners from Belle Plaine included (l. to r.) Montana Meyer,
Jackie Spalding, Marykay Nasby, Emily Vinkemeier, Mikhayla Clausen, and
Luke Dunfee.
New Prague students who placed in
the SWCD contest included (l. to r.)
McKenzie Trewartha and Marah
Slieter.

Contest winners from Prior Lake included (l. to r.) Patricia Bachmeier, Calle
Fritze, Rachel Prochaska, Hayden Moritz, and Spencer Busch.

dents at Oak Crest Elementary School
in Belle Plaine; second place, McKenzie
Trewartha and Marah Slieter —5th grade
students at Raven Stream Elementary in
New Prague.
Taking first place honors in the Elementary division essay contest was

Patricia Bachmeier, a 5th grader at Five
Hawks Elementary in Prior Lake; second place went to Mikhayla Clausen, a
6th grade student at Oak Crest Elementary School in Belle Plaine.
Taking first place in our video contest were Calle Fritze and Rachel

Prochaska. Second place was awarded
to Spencer Busch and Hayden Moritz.
All of our video winners are 5th grade
students at Five Hawks Elementary in
Prior Lake.
Presentations on this year’s theme
were given to over 500 students. The
SWCD wishes to thank the students
from all the schools for participating in
our contest, and good luck to all the winners at the area and state competition!
Cash awards were given to all winning
participants from the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District.
For any questions about the SWCD
contest, please contact Diane Hrabe at
(952) 492-5416.

Orders being taken for rain barrels
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan had great response
to its conservation practices booth at the
Scott County Fair in Jordan recently. In
response to the interest, Scott SWCD is
offering residents the opportunity to
purchase 55-gallon rain barrels for their
homes or businesses (cost: $60 per barrel).
The environmental benefits of rain
barrels are many, including:
• Rain barrel-gathered water is
not subject to community watering restrictions.

• Rain barrels provide naturally
soft water with no additives to irritate
your plants.
• You can save money on your
water bill.
• This conservation effort reduces
water pollution in our rivers and lakes
by reducing stormwater run-off.
• You can save money on your
sewage treatment bill by decreasing the
amount of water going into the sewer
system.
• This water-saving effort decreases energy consumption used to treat

wastewater and delay building/expanding wastewater treatment plants.
Pre-paid orders for rain barrels must
be placed by Friday, August 29. The
barrels will come assembled and ready
to install and use, with pickup scheduled
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Sept.
13. All orders will include instructions
for placement and usage as well as benefits and suggestions for rain barrel care.
Cash or checks will be accepted.
For more information or order
forms, call Diane Hrabe, Scott SWCD,
at (952) 492-5416.

Order rain barrels by August 29.

Scott SWCD welcomes new staff nembers

Reviewing projects
About 30 participants attended the
2008 Scott Watershed Management
Organization and Scott Soil & Water
Conservation District tour July 28 to
find
out
about
innovative
conservation practices within Scott
County. Above, Emily Javens, district
engineer with the Scott SWCD,
shared information on practices put
in place at the Jay and Laureen Picha
residence in rural Jordan.

Two new employees have joined the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District! Emily Javens will serve as the district engineer, and Diane Hrabe as secretary and communications specialist.
Javens will oversee construction
projects, and Hrabe is in charge of outreach and education programs.
Javens began her duties in April.
Prior to her work at the District, she
worked in both the private and public
sectors as a water resources engineer.
Her specialties include stormwater management, pollution prevention programming, construction site erosion, and sediment control. She earned her Bachelor
of Science degree in civil engineering
from Minnesota State University.
Javens lives in Mankato with her
husband Travis and nine-year-old daughter Kendra. In her free time, she enjoys
spending time in her vegetable garden,
golfing, quilting and playing the piano.
During the school year, she spends time
in the classroom as a prejudice-reduction workshop facilitator for students in
grades K to 12. She also coordinates a
regional math competition for sixth- to

Emily Javens

Diane Hrabe

eighth-graders called MathCounts.
Hrabe began her duties June 30, replacing Jodi Worm who has worked for
the district for 11 years and is relocating
with her family to Indiana. Hrabe has
extensive experience in marketing, writing, and public relations. She was community relations director and education
coordinator at Queen of Peace Hospital
in New Prague for 14 years. She also
was a staff writer and associate editor
for The New Prague Times.
A native of Renville, she earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in mass communications and speech communications from North Dakota State Univer-

sity. At the Scott SWCD office, her responsibilities include daily operations
and annual events, such as the outdoor
education day, the children’s water festival, the tree program, the Poster, Mural, Essay, and Video contest, community expos, and other outreach activities.
An active community volunteer,
Hrabe has been certified as a child passenger safety technician since 1998. She
is also editor of City News, New Prague’s
monthly newsletter. Hrabe and her husband Ed live in New Prague with their
three children – Josh, 20, Melissa, 18,
and Bethany, 13.
“Emily and I are excited to be part
of the district,” she summed up. “The
staff is involved in so many important
conservation projects, and everyone is
passionate about safe environmental
practices within Scott County. There is
a lot to learn, but it’s an exciting challenge for us.”
Javens and Hrabe can be reached at
the Scott SWCD office in Jordan by calling (952) 492-5425 or sending an email
to ejavens@co.scott.mn.us or
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

GI Bill gets a makeover
The new GI Bill (Chapter 33) – otherwise known as the “Post 9/11 GI Bill” —
boasts the most comprehensive education benefits package since the original GI
Bill was signed into law in 1944. This new benefit does not go into effect until
August 1, 2009.
The new bill goes well beyond helping to pay for tuition; many veterans who
served after Sept. 11, 2001, will get full tuition and fees, a new monthly housing
stipend, and a $1,000 a year stipend for books and supplies. The new bill also
gives Reserve and Guard members who have been activated for more than 90 days
since 9/11 access to the same GI Bill benefits.
Benefits Start Date
This new GI Bill is set to go into effect on August 1, 2009. However, as with
any new legislation, it could take some time for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) to begin paying benefits. Benefits will not be paid for any training or education programs completed before July 31, 2009.

Eligibility for the New GI Bill
If you have served a total of at least 90 consecutive days on active duty in the
Armed Forces since Sept. 11, 2001, you’re eligible. However, the amount of benefits you receive under this program are determined by the actual amount of accumulated post 9/11 service you have.
To be eligible for the full benefit, you must have three years of active duty
service after 9/11 or have been discharged due to a service-connected disability. If
you are an officer who graduated from a service academy or received ROTC scholarships, you also qualify for the new GI Bill benefits. However, your ROTC/Service Academy-associated obligated active duty service time does not count toward
the three years necessary to qualify for the full benefits.
Note: You didn’t have to opt-in for the Montgomery GI Bill to be eligible for
this program.
New GI Bill Payment Rates
The Post 9/11 GI Bill will provide up to 100 percent of your tuition. In addition, the program provides a monthly housing stipend of up to $1,000 a year for
books and supplies. If you attend less than full-time you will receive a portion of
the payment based on the number of units of study.
The amount of tuition and stipends paid under the Post 9/11 GI Bill will vary
depending on your state of residence, number of units taken, and amount of post
Sept. 11, 2001 active duty service. Here is a quick reference showing the percentage of total combined benefit eligibility based on the following periods of post 9/
11 service:
• 100 percent -- 36 or more total months
• 100 percent -- 30 or more consecutive days with disability-related discharge.
• 90 percent -- 30 total months
• 80 percent -- 24 total months
• 70 percent -- 18 total months
• 60 percent -- 12 total months
• 50 percent -- six total months
• 40 percent -- 90 or more consecutive days
Tuition Rates
Under the new GI Bill, you will be provided tuition up to the highest established charges for full-time undergraduate students charged by the public institution of higher education in the State in which you are enrolled.
One of the added features of this tuition payment plan is that the tuition will be
paid directly to the school, relieving you of the responsibility. This is similar to the
process used for military tuition assistance.
Based on 2008 in-state tuition rates, the anticipated annual tuition payment
rate for 2009 will be just over $6,000 (the low being Wyoming at $3,500 a year,
the highest in Michigan, with an in-state tuition rate at $13,000).
Monthly Housing Stipend
If you are enrolled in a traditional college program as a full time or threequarter time student, you will be paid a monthly housing stipend equal to the monthly
amount of the Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) for an E-5 with dependents.
The average housing stipend will be approximately $1,100 a month. However, if
you attend distance learning programs (such as correspondence courses and online)
you will not qualify for this stipend.
Book and Supply Stipend
You will receive a lump sum payment the first month of each quarter, semester, or term. The payment will help cover the cost of books, supplies, equipment,
and other educational fees for that academic term. The payment amount will be
equal to either a quarter or half of the annual $1,000 cap for that academic year,
depending on how the academic year is divided – quarter or semester terms.
Benefits Expiration Date
Unlike the Montgomery GI Bill, the new GI Bill will allow you to use this
benefit for up to 15 years after your last discharge or separation from active duty.
Licensing and Certification Payments
This new GI Bill will provide up to $2,000 to cover the cost of one licensing or
certification test. This benefit is not charged against your 36 month entitlement.
REVISED GI BILL Continued at right
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“Family Day” will be
observed Sept. 22
Whether you’re gathering for mac
and cheese or a five-course meal, don’t
underestimate the power behind the
simple act of taking time to eat meals
with your kids regularly. The stories you
share during dinnertime help you stay
connected. Did you know that the more
often children and teens eat meals with
their families, the less likely they are to
smoke, drink and use illegal drugs? That
fact is the reason the National Center on
Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA)
at Columbia University created Family
Day – A Day to Eat Dinner with Your
ChildrenTM in 2001.
Family Day – A Day to Eat Dinner
with Your ChildrenTM is celebrated on the
fourth Monday in September – the 22nd
in 2008. This is a national movement to
encourage parents to frequently share
mealtime with their kids as one way to
stay connected to each other. Families
do not need to limit the meals they share
with each other to dinner — any mealtime spent together is valuable, even
breakfast. This year, Scott County Public Health — with its community partners — plans to promote Family Day

and encourage all Scott County families
to celebrate by eating a meal together
on September 22nd and carrying that
habit forward throughout the year.
Scott County Public Health is committed to strengthening families and believes that celebrating Family Day is an
important first step in helping to build
family relationships and, at the same
time, decrease the rate of smoking,
drinking, and usage of drugs by young
people. But Family Day is not just for
families! It is a day for all to celebrate,
including businesses, religious organizations, and community groups. Regular family meals should be promoted and
celebrated inside and outside the home
throughout the year.

REVISED GI BILL Continued from left

Tutorial Assistance
Like the Montgomery GI Bill, the new GI Bill will provide up to a maximum
of $1,200 for tutorial assistance. The program will pay up to $100 per month, for
a maximum of 12 months. This benefit is not charged against your 36 month entitlement.
Benefit Transferability
According to a recent Stars and Stripes article, service members who have
served at least ten years on active duty will be able to transfer their benefit to a
spouse or dependent child. Spouses of service members who have served at least
six years and agrees to another four-year contract can receive the money even
sooner. The transferred benefit will cover the cost of tuition only.
Benefits may be divided as long as they don’t exceed 36 months of college
classes. For example, a retired soldier can use half of the benefits to pay for a twoyear degree program, then transfer the remaining half to a spouse or child. College-age children of long-serving service members could get a free college education starting fall 2009, provided they attend a state-backed school.
Effects on Existing GI Bill Benefits
If you are already enrolled in the Montgomery GI Bill and also meet the criteria for the Post 9/11 GI Bill, you have the option to transfer your remaining MGIB
benefits to the new program.
For many veterans, this will be a good option. However, due to the tuition
limits set by this new GI Bill, many veterans who are pursuing a post-graduate
degree may find the MGIB better suits their needs. This is also true for those
students pursuing an online degree, as this new benefit will not pay the housing
stipend to students enrolled in distance learning programs.
Further Eligibility Details:
• You qualify for 100 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 36
months on active duty in the Armed Forces. This includes service on active duty
for entry level and skill training.
• You qualify for 100 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 30
continuous days on active duty in the Armed Forces; and after completion of service were discharged or released from active duty in the Armed Forces for a service-connected disability.
• You qualify for 90 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 30
months, but less than 36 months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (including
service on active duty in entry level and skill training).
• You qualify for 80 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 24
months, but less than 30 months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (including
service on active duty in entry level and skill training).
• You qualify for 70 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 18
months, but less than 24 months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (excluding
service on active duty in entry level and skill training).
• You qualify for 60 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 12
months, but less than 18 months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (excluding
service on active duty in entry level and skill training)
• You qualify for 50 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least six
months, but less than 12 months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (excluding
service on active duty in entry level and skill training)
• You qualify for 40 percent of the benefit if you have a total of at least 90
days, but less than six months, on active duty in the Armed Forces (excluding
service on active duty in entry level and skill training)
For any questions or concerns related to this or any other veteran benefit, please
call our office at (952) 496-8176.
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Historical SCENE

19th Century fur trader had strong ties to Shakopee
By Abhijin Kamath
Scott County Historical Society
Volunteer

The fur trade was an important part
of early America. Aside from its economic importance, it was equally critical politically, as it determined which natives to trade with, which in turn led to
more land prospects and questions relating to compensation. Due to Europe’s
craze for fashion, beaver pelts were in
high demand as early as the 17th Century. Beaver was a highly sought after
material for use in hats. Early settlers
exploited the natives’ penchant for beaver trappings by trading with them.
Things such as jewelry, ammunition,
muskets, kettles, tools, cloth, and fish
hooks were some of the major items
exchanged.1 Though it’s not hard to
imagine the detrimental long term effects
this would have on the natives, initially
this relationship was beneficial for both
parties—the settlers received furs that
were many times more valuable than the
items they exchanged for them, and the
natives received items that made their
everyday lives much easier—in exchange for a product that they had in excess.
In the state of Minnesota, one French
family had a prominent role in the fur
trade. Jean-Baptiste Faribault was born
in Quebec, Canada circa 1773. He was
the child of a well-to-do French lawyer
who found himself in Canada when he
was given the title of Military Secretary
to the French Army. Having been born
in a time when the fur trade was booming, Jean-Baptiste embarked on a furtrading career at the age of 22. In 1803,
then representing the Northwest Fur
Company, Jean-Baptiste arrived to trade
with the Dakota at Little Rapids on the
Minnesota (then St. Peter or St. Pierre)
River. 2 This was the future site of
Carver. The relationship that he formed
with the natives would later have a tremendous impact on his sons—who
would ultimately follow in their father’s
footsteps. In 1805, Jean-Baptiste married a Dakota woman and eventually
fathered several children in Prairie du
Chien, Wisconsin. Oliver Faribault was
one of those children.
Oliver Faribault is one of the more
important men in the history of Scott
County and Shakopee. It’s safe to assume that Oliver got a taste of the trading business when he was young, due to
his father’s influence. His father was
one of the preeminent traders of his time,
and Oliver was frequently around him.
In 1833, his father was nearly stabbed
to death by a native at his trading post in
Little Rapids—Oliver was there, and
reportedly went after the culprit with a
gun when people around him disarmed
him.3 The bond Oliver had with his father had an impact on him, as he himself received a license to trade for the
American Fur Company at Little Rock,
near the Minnesota River in 1836.
Within two years, Oliver had progressed
further down south, getting licensed to
trade in an area where his father had built
a home and traded—Mendota. A year
after that, Oliver would find himself on
Shakopee’s future site, but he did not
initially come here to trade with the natives.
Another important figure in
Shakopee’s early history, the Reverend
Samuel W. Pond, came to the area with
the permission of the local
Mdewakanton tribal chief to erect a mission and a school. The chief also played
a role in Oliver initially staying in the
Shakopee area. In 1837, the eastern
Dakota sold their land east of the Mis-

Faribault Springs, (c1990) near the eastern edge of what is now the City of
Shakopee, was the site of the first cabin built in the Shakopee area. It was
built by Oliver Faribault, who used it as a home and point of connection
between other nearby trade posts.

sissippi River. Most likely due to his
father’s connection with the Dakota,
Oliver went along with the Dakota delegation to Washington, primarily as their
interpreter during the treaty negotiations
that dealt with compensations (Oliver,
like his brother Alexander, was fluent in
English, French, and the Sioux languages. For that reason, he was a valuable resource among both the traders and
the natives). One of the results of this
treaty was the allotment of settler farmers to each Mdewakanton Dakota village
in hopes of teaching them contemporary
agricultural methods. Oliver was thus
assigned to Chief Little Six’s village in
the spring of 1839. 4 Little Six, or
Shakopeela/Sha-kpe, was one of a hereditary line of chiefs all keeping similar names. This assignment was the catalyst that forged a lasting relationship
between Oliver and Shakopee. However, according to Samuel Pond, Oliver
and many of the farmers assigned to the
natives were not very helpful. Despite
this fact, Oliver maintained a friendly
relationship with the chief and his tribe.
One of the many children Oliver would
eventually have, Sara, spoke of her childhood in which she recalled having good
relationships with the natives, even having them over to their home on occasion.5
The home Oliver’s daughter was
referring to is widely considered
Shakopee’s very first solid structure.
Likewise, Oliver is thought to be
Shakopee’s first official home owner.
Oliver and his wife, Henriette, who was
supposedly a relative of Chief Sha-Kpe
himself, built a cabin in 1844 near the
Minnesota River, at Faribault Springs,
near the eastern edge of what is now
Shakopee.6 It was not only a place of
residence, but also functioned as a point
of connection between other nearby
trade posts, such as Little Rapids
(Carver) and Little Prairie (Chaska); the
latter being the site of another Oliver
Faribault trade post. According to Sara,
the location was prime as it was also
within the vicinity of three Dakota villages: the tribes of Good Road, Black
Dog, and of course, Shakopee. She also
recounted how the cabin was frequently
rife with “great packs of fur.” However,
some evidence suggests that Oliver’s

trade post was not actually run from
within the cabin, but rather among a series of sheds surrounding the cabin.
It could be that Oliver’s success as
a trader dwindled considerably after his
move to the Shakopee area. It has been
taken for granted that he worked in the
fur trade business from 1844 up to the
year of his death (1850), yet records do
not indicate that fact. A list of traders in
1844 included his father and some of
his brothers, but not Oliver himself. It
is hypothesized that by this time Oliver
was working under his father as a clerk,
and that Jean-Baptiste was the one who
actually held the license to trade in
Shakopee. By 1846, Oliver owed nearly
$900 to the American Fur Company.7
His name disappears from their record
after that date. So little is known about
Oliver, relative to his father and his
brother Alexander, that only speculation
remains as to what may have happened
during his latter fur trading years. Do

records not exist with the American Fur
Company because he was dropped from
their employ? Did he transfer to a lesserknown company? Or did he simply retire and assist his father with his trading
business?
Oliver Faribault died in 1850 after
contracting quinsy, a severe case of tonsillitis that was not uncommon during
colonial times. He obtained the malady
while digging out the springs near his
home. After his death, his brother David
replaced him as the trader at Faribault
Springs. Interestingly, David tried to
create a rival settlement to that of
Shakopee’s. He was able to convince a
few French and mixed-blood families to
join him, but his enterprise ultimately
failed. Had he succeeded, one can only
wonder what Shakopee’s future might
have been. The site remains of significant archaeological and historical importance, but the original cabin that Oliver
built was eventually relocated to The
Landing – Minnesota River Heritage
Park (formerly Historic Murphy’s Landing). Anyone with even the slightest affinity to local history will not be disappointed in visiting the remarkable cabin.
It is a structure that will be forever associated with the dawn of Shakopee.
1
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Historical Society Events
Movie in the Park in Shakopee.
Throughout the summer, enjoy family
movies at Huber Park in Shakopee,
courtesy of Shakopee Parks and Recreation. The Scott County Historical
Society is selling soda and chips at the
movies as a fundraiser for the Society.
Movie dates: Aug. 30, Sept. 20
NEW Exhibit Opening. From
the Hill to the Valley: A Landscape
in Politics, August 30, 2008. A new
exhibit devoted to politics – campaign
finance, political cartoons, speeches,
and voting! Complete with special interactive components.
NEW Exhibit Opening: African
Gallery, August 2008. The African
exhibit has moved into a new space
which allows for viewing of many
items long held in storage. Visit Africa with the Stans Family!
“All Things Minnesota” Book
Club – meets in the historic Stans
House the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.
August: Crossing Hoffa: A

Teamster’s Story by Steven Harper
September: They Called Me
Teacher: From Both Sides of the Desk
by Tom MelchiorTextile Preservation
Workshops. Community Education
workshops in September.
Ladies Night Out. September in
Shakopee, registration at the Scott
County Historical Society. Watch for
more information!
Book your Field Trip! SCHS begins accepting field trip bookings September 2, 2008 for both on-site and
at school presentations.
Scott County Crazy Quilters –
Knitters Welcome Too! – meets the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, events
take place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378 or
email info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
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Scott County City to Country Tour set for Sept. 20
The University of Minnesota Extension – Scott County is proud to announce
that the 10th annual Scott County City to
Country Tour will be held on Saturday,
September 20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This year’s sites will be focusing on the
Jordan/Belle Plaine area of Scott County.
This is a drive-it-yourself tour. Participants can start at any one of the four
sites on the tour and continue at their
own pace. The purpose of the event is
to demonstrate the importance of agriculture and the rural character of Scott
County. Last year, more than 300 people
attended the tour. Each site leaves a positive, lasting impression on visitors about
agriculture in Scott County and Minnesota through demonstrations, hands-on
activities, and educational displays.
There is a new price for this year’s
event: Pay $12 per car to tour all four
sites for the whole day! We encourage
participants to carpool in the interest of
saving money, helping the environment,
and building community. Individuals
can purchase a pass to tour all four sites
on the day of the tour at any of the sites.
Passes can also be purchased at the University of Minnesota Extension – Scott
County, which is located on the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan. For more
information, or to inquire about group
pricing, please call the Extension Office
at (952) 492-5410.
For this tour to be successful, we
need financial support and sponsorship
from area businesses and individuals to
help cover some of the expenses of the
event. Financial contributions help offset costs incurred for publicity and advertising, signage, educational activities
and crafts, as well as required facilities
at each site. The planning committee
has set up a tier system of benefits for
sponsors. For more information — or
if your business is interested in supporting the tour — please feel free to call
Laura Kieser, Agriculture Extension
Educator, at (952) 492-5410.
We look forward to seeing you this
fall!

Jack Hartung tried out the
“playhouse” which is part of the
tropical children’s garden at the
Master Gardener Demonstration
Garden.

Master Gardener
Demonstration
Gardens
7151 190th Street W,
Jordan
This collection of 16 display gardens illustrates styles and themes that
work in Minnesota’s Planting Zone 4.
Permanent gardens include Prairie, Butterfly, Xeriscape, Miniature, Dry Flower,
Edible Flower, and Hummingbird. Several other beds are a mix of annuals and
perennials representing different parts of
the world, including a playhouse which
is part of the tropical children’s garden.
University of Minnesota vegetable and
annual trials are conducted on the site.
A large rain garden demonstrates the use
of plants to absorb runoff from the parking lot.
Master Gardeners will be giving
guided tours of the gardens and answering your tree care questions. While you
visit the garden, learn more about University of Minnesota Extension in Scott
County. There will be kids’ crafts
planned as well. Make sure to get on
the free horse drawn trolley to go the
Strait House from the fairgrounds!

Historic Samuel B. Strait House –
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area,
19250 Park Blvd., Jordan
Land speculator Samuel B. Strait
envisioned the 1850s river town of St.
Lawrence as a market hub for area
homesteaders traveling the Minnesota
River Valley. Platted between Jordan and
Belle Plaine along the territorial road
from St. Paul to Mankato, the town was
home to a school, hotel, sawmill, post
office, and six houses before being abandoned in 1869 when the railroad passed
it by. Strait’s 1857 limestone block house
survived over a century before being
restored in 1999.
Ride the horse-drawn trolley from
the Scott County Fairgrounds to the
Strait House to enjoy children’s games,
music, and demonstrations from the
1800s. Tour the house to view exhibits,
and learn more about St. Lawrence and
early transportation in Scott County.

Please note: Parking is not available at the Strait House. Access to the
site is available only via the trolley which
begins at the Scott County Fairgrounds.
The trolley is handicapped accessible
and is included in the City to Country
Tour admission.

Steinhagen Dairy Farm
25101 German Road, Belle Plaine
Gary and Lori Steinhagen milk approximately 115 Holsteins on their farm just
south of Belle Plaine. The Steinhagen family includes David (7), Greta (5), and
Martha (3). Tour the farm and learn how dairy cows are milked, housed, fed, and
cared for. Scott County Dairy Princesses will be on site to talk with visitors about
the dairy industry.
There are a variety of animals on the
farm, including chickens, ponies, goats,
cats, and a dog. Did you ever wonder
what and how much a cow eats every
day? See the feed being mixed at 3:00
p.m. Pet baby calves and see farm machinery on display. Find out what the
Soil and Water Conservation District is
working on in the area, and have a free
photo button made of your family as a
souvenir. Refreshments will be for sale
by the Belle Plaine 4-H Club.

Cedar Ridge Arabians
20335 Sawmill Road, Jordan
Cedar Ridge Arabians is among North America’s premier Arabian facilities.
Beginning in 1968 with a four-stall barn, Dick and Lollie Ames have created one
of the most successful Arabian farms in the country. Focused on beauty and
athleticism, the technologically-advanced breeding program at Cedar Ridge Arabians produces over 30 quality Arabians and half-Arabians every year. The training program at Cedar Ridge takes horses and clients all over the nation, allowing
them to compete against the most talented horses the Arabian industry has to offer.
Throughout the years, Cedar Ridge has garnered hundreds of wins (including multiple national champions, reserve champions, and top ten awards at the United
States Nationals, Canadian Nationals, Youth Nationals, and National Show Horse
Finals). Serving more than 60 families a week, and offering multiple activities
throughout the year, the lesson program at Cedar Ridge Arabians is one of the most
active in the country. Cedar Ridge Arabians is dedicated to producing and promoting national quality Arabians and half-Arabians, creating a truly unique equine
experience.

