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County jail holds variety of offenders
Days inside are routine, freedoms limited

Grand reopening planned

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
has reopened and will host a big
celebration and antique tractor
show July 15-16
Page 9

Get to the
library

Kids’ summer
reading
program
begins June 11
Pages 6-8

A County Fair to remember
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Fair-goers will have plenty of
entertainment July 27-31
Page 3

The large Scott County Law Enforcement Center that sits on the
corner of Third Avenue and Holmes
Street in Shakopee doesn’t look like
a typical housing unit, but at any time
in recent months anywhere from 110
to 145 people have been living inside. Most are men, but the female
population is typically 25-30 per day.
Some have been arrested recently,
while others may be serving sentences for up to one year. Their crimes
can range from repeatedly refusing
to obey a judge’s order to clean up
their property to someone arrested
for murder.
“Murderers can be mixed with
traffic offenders if they are compliant,” said Doug Schnurr, a captain
with the Scott County Sheriff’s Office who manages the Scott County
Jail. “Our staff spends a fair amount
of time determining who can share a
cell and pod. The biggest factor is the
inmate’s behavior once he or she has
arrived here.”
A typical day for an inmate begins with a cold breakfast served
around 7 a.m. There’s a hot lunch
every day, and a hot dinner Monday
through Friday. A bag lunch is provided for dinner on Saturday and
Sunday evenings. Inmates receive
2,700 to 3,200 calories per day as required by the Minnesota Department

Captain Doug Schnurr of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office oversees the
County Jail where up to 160 inmates may reside.

of Corrections.
The County contracts with a private company to manage the kitchen,
but inmate help is used to prepare
and serve food. Inmates who work
three eight-hour days in the kitchen
or laundry can earn 24 hours off their
sentences. Schnurr said some inmates
seek opportunities to work, but others

COUNTY JAIL to page 15

Visit www.
scottcountymn.
gov/258/County-Jail
for more information
about the Scott
County Jail

How are the kids doing?
County staff works to protect children
Every adult has a duty to protect
children, but Scott County child protection workers have the responsibility to try to keep kids safe when the
adults in their lives are unable to do
so.
Suzanne Arntson manages a team
of 23 Scott County staff that reviews
four to 15 reports of suspected child
neglect or abuse a day.
“We review all reports using a
screening team,” said Arntson, the
County’s Child Welfare Manager.
Based on recommendations from
the Governor’s Task Force on the
Protection of Children, Scott County is moving to a multi-disciplinary
screening process where other professionals such as law enforcement and
county attorney’s office are involved
in the decision making around what
cases are accepted for a child protection assessment. “We apply criteria
set out by the Minnesota Department
of Health and Human Services. If the
alleged maltreatment report doesn’t
If you witness or suspect
child abuse or neglect call:

952-445-7751

and ask for Child
Protection. You will be
asked for information,
but you can remain
anonymous.

meet the criteria, it is
screened out
and closed.”
Depending
on the nature
of the report,
the
agency
may still offer voluntary
services to a
family; this
may include
Suzanne Arntson the
Parent
Child Welfare
Support OutManager
reach
Program (PSOP). PSOP services are
designed to help families address barriers often associated with poverty,
such as housing, child care, food, etc.
Such an action may occur, for example, if someone reports observing a
parent harshly disciplining their child
in a store, but the child had no injury.
Referrals to these services are voluntary and families may choose not to
participate.
“We may see or hear about parenting that we don’t like, but it has to
meet criteria in order for child protection to get involved. We take very
seriously the decision about when
the government should involuntarily
intervene into a family’s life,” said
Arntson.
If further review is needed, the cas-

es typically follow one of three tracks
which are involuntary interventions.
Family assessments -- which occur about 80 percent of the time, and
totaled 452 in 2015 -- are done for
cases deemed to be of lower risk. In
family assessment cases, the child
protection worker must have face-toface contact with the child (alleged
victim) within five days of receiving
the report. Examples include reports
of educational neglect, lack of supervision, select physical abuse, or domestic violence.
Family investigations are required about 20 percent of the time -with 103 cases in 2015 -- when there
may be the possibility of substantial
child endangerment. All reports
of suspected sexual abuse, severe
physical abuse, or serious or lifethreatening neglect require a family
investigation response. All family investigations are done jointly with law
enforcement. Family investigations
require a face-to-face contact with
the child (alleged victim) within 24
hours, which Arntson acknowledges
can sometimes be a challenge.
Law enforcement can remove
a child if they are believed to be in
imminent danger. In those cases,
the child(ren) typically are placed in
emergency foster care homes while
the family assessment or family inCHILD PROTECTION to page 18

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Enjoy a “staycation” in Scott County

In the Jazz Age classic The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote: “And so
with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on the trees, just as things
grow in fast movies, I had that familiar conviction that life was beginning over
again with the summer.” Hear, hear. I’ve always been a great fan of summer. I
loved it as a child because there was no school to get me down. And I loved it later
because summer ushers in a multitude of activities where we don’t have to travel –
in Minnesota in general, but Scott County in particular.
If you hadn’t noticed, four of the County’s largest entertainment venues – Valleyfair, Mystic Lake, The Renaissance Festival, and Canterbury Park – recently
began a campaign where they designated this area the “RiverSouth: The Land of
Big Fun.” While their campaign is aimed at attracting more visitors to our area
(and their venues), the moniker they chose is very appropriate.
Scott County is certainly the land of “big fun.” and these four major venues
alone would likely be sufficient to make that statement. However, from wine tasting to apple picking, from racing (horses or cars) to just enjoying nature, there are a
host of wonderful attractions and things to do in this area. So if you are looking for
things to do, don’t want to travel, and have never done the so-called “staycation,”
let’s take a moment and explore having big fun in Scott County.
As the summer gets started, I would encourage everyone to begin by taking
advantage of some of the beautiful parks and lakes throughout the County. The
regional parks and trails in our own community can provide outdoor fun that will
keep you and your family active and engaged. There are large, peaceful parks with
fantastic natural areas. However, many also provide places to bike, swim, paddle,
fish, walk the dog, experience history, picnic, geocache, golf – and more. From
summer camps to their golf academies, the regional parks and trails provide low- or
no-cost activities that can create lifelong memories.
If you are looking for entertainment as much as recreation, you don’t need to
travel. Give the land of big fun a look. Valleyfair truly offers something for almost
everyone. From the rides (for big, small, daring, or not-so-daring) to the beautiful
gardens, from the games to the waterpark, there is simply no way to not have fun
at Valleyfair. However, if you want something a little more relaxed, Canterbury
offers a great way to enjoy some outdoor entertainment on a sunny or even not-sosunny day. It’s simply amazing to see the horses in the outdoor arena before the
races. And you don’t need to be big gamblers -- just spend time watching horses
and relaxing. It’s a great facility, fun atmosphere, and the food is pretty good too!
If you’re not into the horses but enjoy another type of racing, then head down to
Elko New Market and the Speedway. Elko’s 3/8 mile asphalt oval race track hosts
some great events. Even more? On Friday or Saturday nights, you can stay late and
enjoy a movie at one of the few remaining drive-in theaters at the track.
If you’re looking to mix it up a little and get away from larger attractions, head
out to The Landing (formerly Murphy’s Landing) and discover how19th century
Minnesotans lived on the frontier, farmsteads, and in villages. While you’re in
Shakopee, take time to visit the County’s Historical Society Museum located on
Fuller Street. The County Historical Society provides a great many programs and
activities throughout the year for every age, from “Kids Krafts” to guided tours,
from lectures to workshops. This is a great place to see, feel, and experience the
County’s history. But if you want to go back even further in time to the Medieval
times, there is no better place than the Renaissance Festival. If you’ve never been
to the Renaissance Festival, it’s most definitely an experience. The parking is free,
there’s entertainment around every corner, and plenty of people in costume roaming the grounds… a great place to explore and people-watch. In addition, there’s a
lot of easy-to-eat food, and the roaming “characters” are not only entertaining, they
will draw you into their bantering if you’re not careful.
Of course, no staycation in Scott County could be complete without visiting the
County Fair and hitting one or more of our community festivals and parades (see
page 8 for suggestions) or Farmers’ Markets (see page 5 for dates and locations).
In Scott County, fun and adventure is easy, and the sky’s the limit – so get out there
and have some fun!

June 21		
June 28		

County Board meetings through August 2016
-County Board meeting
-no meeting

July 5		
July 12		
July 19		
July 26		

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.”
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (1 vacancy). Currently,
there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 1. The purpose of the Planning Advisory
Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits,
interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations
for approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all
eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings and makes decisions
on variance requests. These Boards meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Extension Committee (2 youth at-large). Currently, there are two youth at-large
vacancies on this Committee. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the
Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting
and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and to enhance the economy
and environment through education, applied research, and the resources of the University
of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.).
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of
three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are three vacancies
on the council for Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. Members serve two-year terms, and
are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of
the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of
Health and Human Services; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans,
programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third
Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Credit River Watershed in the
northeast portion of the County. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews
and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan,
budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource
Management Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists
of seven members representing specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth
Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two at-large
vacancies on this Committee. The purpose of this committee is to advise the Scott County
Board of Commissioners on matters concerning solid waste management and to provide
a forum for local governments, citizens, and the waste industries to provide input into the
planning and implementation of solid waste programs within Scott County. Members serve
three-year terms.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
•
•

Local residents had fun watching the hotdog eating contest at last year’s
Jordan Heimatfest. This year’s Heimatfest will be held Sept. 9 and 10.

•
•
•

District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague
(precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena,
Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3);
and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5: The City of Savage.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Rediscover the Scott County Fair July 27-31

Daring drivers, music, exhibits, horse shows, carnival, food featured
If you haven’t taken in the Scott
County Fair in Jordan recently, you are
in for a treat this year! You may think
you’ll attend for a day, but most likely
after seeing the schedule and experiencing the variety, you’ll want to return for
the entire weekend of activities, July
27 to 31. There is truly something for
everyone! Make some memories with
your friends and family during the Five
Best Days of Summer.
Bike stunt shows, nine well-known
bands, fun grandstand events, daily
bingo, the Miracle of Birth Center, 4-H
animals, world class draft horse championship teams, ranch rodeo and horse
shows, top-notch carnival attractions
-- including new rides and activities!
-- yummy fair foods, a new food courtyard, and a new stage awaits you. And
it doesn’t end there…

Wednesday, July 27 – “Win It”
Wednesday
For the first time ever, kicking off
the 2016 Fair will be well-known National Tractor Pullers Association
Truck and Tractor Pull competition.
If you haven’t experienced this event,
it’s a don’t-want-to-miss experience,
with the best of the best participating!
Also scheduled for that day are three
bike stunt shows and three Halls of
Magic shows, and Good For Gary on
the main stage. Register to win a free
bike and many other things throughout
the weekend.
Thursday, July 28 -- Kid’s Day
If you are a kid (or a kid at heart) this
day has everything: bike stunt shows,
Farmer Bob (Thursday - Saturday), YoYo Dave, “Frozen,” free pottery making, Minnesota Zoomobile,
Touch-a-Truck, even free harmonicas
and lessons! And the food and carnival
rides, along with fun, engaging demonstrations and displays, will tire out even

Main Stage Bands
Wed. Good for Gary
7-11:30
Thurs. All Star Karaoke
4-8
Solid Gold
8-12:30
Fri.
Stampede
5:30-9:30
32 Below
9:30-12:30
Sat.
Charlie Sticha            12-4
No Stone Unturned 4-8
Smoke Screen          8-12:30
Sun. Shaw Brothers 12:30-4:30

the most avid Fairgoer! Come in the
morning and stay all day… and don’t
miss a turn or two on the beautifully restored carousel and Ferris wheel. Kids
can also enter to win a free trick bike!
For the entire family, a Truck and Tractor Pull, karaoke, and Solid Gold will
cap off the evening.
Friday July 29 – Seniors and
Veterans’ Day
Seniors and veterans get in free until 4 p.m. You won’t want to miss Jack
Pearson, Singing Cowgirl, magic
shows, antique hat show, polka event,
bingo, draft horse show, demonstrations, demonstrations, garden tours,
and ranch rodeo. The Motokazie
Race is also a big evening draw for all
ages, in addition to three popular bands.

Saturday, July 30 – Super Saturday
You might wonder how Fair staff
can pack so much fun into a single day
-- it’s really quite amazing. If you have
a strongman or woman in your life,
that amazing, top-notch competition
starts at 10 a.m. Check out the tractors,
horses, bands, bingo, carnival rides,
fair food, cold beverages, “Frozen”
appearances, free pottery making,
magic shows, and the ever-popular
Demo Derby and carnival rides and
games in the evening. Make sure to get
there early because you won’t want to
miss the children’s driving competition. Find a seat early!
Sunday, July 31 – Family Day
And to round out your weekend, attend the outdoor ecumenical church
service (music by the Fradenburgs),
listen to the best bluegrass in the County, check out the draft horse show,
barns, Elsa and Anna from “Frozen,”
Halls of Magic Shows, Farmer Bob,
and finish out the afternoon and weekend with the well-known Shaw Brothers Band.
Come join the fun! You’ll be glad you
did. The Fair is free. Parking is $10 per
carload. Buy a season pass for $20 and
come often. Check out the new Scott
County Fair website -- www.scottcountyfair.org -- for a full slate of activities
or to volunteer. If you want to exhibit,
remember to register by July 15.
Volunteers are currently being sought
to drive the golf cart “people movers”
during the Fair, assist with grounds
maintenance, and staff the Miracle of
Birth center, the information booth, and
exhibit buildings.

The carousel and ferris wheel are featured rides in the carnival area.

Three bike stunt shows will be featured July 27 and 28.

Shows for children include Halls of
Magic shows every day.

The Draft Horse Show will be held
Friday and Saturday at 4 p.m., and
Sunday at 1 p.m.

Register, vote in upcoming elections
Voter turnout is expected to be at record highs in
2016. Are you registered to vote?
State Primary Election Day is August 9, 2016,
so don’t wait…register to vote now by completing
a voter registration application. If you are currently
registered to vote, you do not need to register again
unless you have moved, changed your name, or have
not voted at least once within the last four years. Preregistration closes 20 days before each election. To
be pre-registered to vote in the August 9 Primary
Election, you must register by July 19, 2016. Applications can be obtained from the Scott County
website at www.scottcountymn.gov, any Scott County
Library, or the Scott County Government Center.
You can also register online on the Secretary of
State’s website at www.mnvotes.org, You no longer
need to print the application and mail it in; your voter registration information can be entered by you…
the voter.
Voting by absentee ballot…
Absentee Ballot applications are also available
online at www.mnvotes.org. Minnesota voters no lon-

ger need an excuse to
vote by absentee ballot. Voters may apply
for an absentee ballot
online, by mail, or in
person at the Scott
County Government
Center. Voters using
the online absentee
ballot tool will have
their ballot mailed to them. In-person absentee voting for the State Primary Election will take place at
the Scott County Government Center (200 4th Ave.
W., Shakopee) from June 24 through Aug. 8, 2016.
New for 2016: All polling locations in Scott
County will be equipped with new voting equipment. Voters will continue to vote a paper ballot and
insert it into a vote tabulator called the ImageCast
Evolution (ICE). The ICE also incorporates a ballot
marking device to accommodate accessibility needs
if necessary. Visit the Scott County website for video
demonstrations of the new ICE tabulator.

Fair King Wilkie’s Blue Grass Band
will play Sunday, July 31. The Shaw
Brothers Band is also scheduled.

A climbing wall is one of several
challenging activities at the Fair.

Senior Expo set for Oct.21
at Shakopee High School

The Scott County Senior
Expo will be held on Friday,
Oct. 21 from 8 a.m.to 1 p.m.
at Shakopee High School (100
17th Ave. W., Shakopee).
The event will feature Colleen Wold Hiebeler (guitarist and humorist) and special
speaker Paul Douglas, meteorologist, who has had over 30 Paul Douglas
years of broadcast and radio experience at both
WCCO and KARE11.
The $15 admission fee includes a continental breakfast, lunch, vendor booths, and a chance
to win prizes! Register by contacting Shakopee
Parks and Recreation at (952) 233-9511 or via email at mschneider@shakopeemn.gov. You can
also pick up a registration form at the Shakopee
Community Center. Registration begins on Aug.
30.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Environmental SCENE
By Steve Steuber
Environmental Specialist

What happens to recyclables at a
materials recovery facility (MRF)?

What do plastic bags, a garden hose, and dirty diapers have in common? Hold
tight – we’ll get to that in a moment.

Have you wondered what happens to your recyclables after your hauler picks
them up from your house? How are the metals, glass, plastic, and paper that you
put in your comingled recycling cart for collection sorted? Your recyclables are
taken by your hauler to a facility called a materials recovery facility (MRF), known
in the waste business as a “murf.”
To sell the materials to buyers who may buy the recyclables as raw material to
make into new products, the MRF must separate the recyclables by type. To do
this, the commingled recyclables are fed through different kinds of equipment that
separates the material by bottles, cans, paper, et cetera. For example, an electrical
“eddy” current separates out the aluminum cans from the mix of recyclables. All
the steel cans are pulled off the line using magnets. Glass, which is crushed into
pieces less than two-inches in size called “cullet,” is pulled out of the mix of recyclable through a screen. Cullet can be used to make new glass bottles. Anchor
Glass in Shakopee would rather use cullet over raw materials to make glass bottles
because using cullet produces big energy savings.
Depending on the facility, rigid plastic containers can move past a series of optical sensors that identify the different types of plastic, including #1 PET (pop and
detergent bottles), #2 HDPE (milk jugs), and #5 PP (yogurt cups), just to name a
few. Air jets blow each type of plastic off the lines into its own bay to be baled later.
Some facilities use people and optical sorters to pull the recyclables off the belts.
Once the recyclables are separated into types, the materials are then put into bales.
Now, back to the question: what do plastic bags, a garden hose, and dirty diapers
have in common? They don’t belong
in your recycling bin. Plastic bags and
garden hoses, for example, get tangled
up in the machinery. Every day, at the
end of the shift, workers have to cut
away all the bags and other tangelables.
(Yes, “tangelables” is not really a word,
but it describes items that get tangled up
in the machinery.) And you wouldn’t
think it possible, but MRF operators
say they see a lot of dirty diapers. No
explanation should be needed as to why Plastic bags thrown into recycling
dirty diapers should not go into your re- containers clog up machinery at the
materials recovery facilities.
cycling bin!
Other items that should not go into your recycling bin (but are found commonly at the MRF) are bowling balls, car parts, sharps, propane tanks, dog droppings,
polystyrene cups (Solo cups and Styrofoam), shredded paper, and food waste. The
heavy, bulky, unwanted items can cause damage to the equipment. According to
Bill Keegan at the Dem-Con MRF in Shakopee, “Shredded paper is the number one
item they do not want at their facility.” Shredded paper is just too small for the machinery, gets in all the nooks and crannies, and is not really captured for recycling
so it is best not to put this in your recycling bin.
Recycling can be confusing, so here’s another new word: “wishcycling.” This
basically means someone puts items in their recycling bin that they hope are recyclable or think should be recyclable. So while car parts, electronics, plastic bags,
and propane tanks are all recyclable, these items need to go to a different place (not
in the recycling bin).
To learn more about what is recyclable, you can call your hauler to see what they
accept. The cleaner the material that goes into your recycling bin, the cleaner the
material your haulers takes to the MRF, and the better the MRF can process your
recyclables so they can sell the recyclables to the businesses that can use them to
make new products. If you have any questions about recycling, contact me at (952)
496-8473 or via e-mail at ssteuber@co.scott.mn.us.

There are a variety of fuels that power vehicles available on the market
today.

New website tool provides
info when purchasing an
alternative vehicle
There are many factors to consider
when buying a new car: price, miles per
gallon, environmental impact, maintenance costs, interior space, ride, personal taste, and more. For many people,
the availability of hybrids, electrics, and
other alternative vehicles can complicate this decision even further.
An Excel spreadsheet was developed to help you organize your thinking as you consider the purchase of an
alternative or conventional vehicle. Car
purchase decisions are highly personal,
and there are no absolute answers to be
determined from using this tool. In the
end, you may have excellent reasons
for choosing a car which will cost you
more; however, this tool should help
you perform analysis to support your
decision.
How it works
• Enter information in the yellow
cells for each type of vehicle you
are considering. For vehicle types
you do not wish to consider, leave
the columns of yellow cells blank.
As you enter the key figures for
each type of car, results are shown
in the graph at the right.
• The tool calculates differences in
costs of ownership and operation
and differences in greenhouse gas
emissions.
• Experiment with various scenarios
and see how the graph responds.
For example, note the effect of
higher gasoline prices and miles
driven per year on the costs of
ownership and operation of the
various vehicles.

**Download the Excel alternative
vehicle decision tool at http://www.
extension.umn.edu/environment/
energy/vehicle/.

Input factors
Listed below are the cells (shaded
yellow) in which you can enter data.
Default values currently populate the
yellow-shaded cells.
Car pricing and performance
assumptions
• Purchase price of conventional
car—default value is set at $19,000
• Purchase price of hybrid car—
default value is set at $24,000
• Purchase price of electric car—
default value is set at $34,780
• Purchase price of extended range
electric car—default value is set at
$43,000
• Amount of down payment, if
financed—default value is set at
$5,000
• Interest rate charged on car loan—
default value is set at 5 percent

•

•

•
•
•

•

Availability of an income tax credit
on a new hybrid—see https://
search.irs.gov. Enter “alternative
motor vehicle credit” in the search
box to determine if the model
you are considering is eligible for
this credit; default value is set at
$8,500 for the two electric models,
assuming $7,500 for the car and
$1,000 for its charging station.
Cost of battery service in year
eight —default value is set at
$2,000 for the hybrid and $8,000
for the extended range electric
vehicles. Used batteries are
currently available from salvaged
vehicles for prices at half those
costs. Battery life has been an
infrequent issue for hybrid and
electric vehicle owners, to date.
Miles per gallon of gas expected
for the conventional car—default
value is set at 29
Miles per gallon of gas expected
for the hybrid car—default value is
set at 45
Miles per kilowatt-hour is 4.0
in electric mode for the electric
vehicle and extended range electric
vehicle
Miles of annual driving expected—
default value is set at 15,000

Gasoline price and discount rate
assumptions
• Price of gasoline represents an
average gasoline price for the 15year life of the car—default value
is set at $4.00
• Price of premium gasoline that
is needed for the extended range
electric vehicle is assumed to be
$.25 higher than regular unleaded
gasoline.
• Price of residential electricity
purchased is assumed to be $.0974
in Minnesota. You can enter
alternative prices for other states.
Consult the tab “ElectPrices” for
your state’s average price.
• Cost of gasoline engine
maintenance is assumed to
be $60.84 every 3,000 miles,
including oil, antifreeze, and
service.
• Discount rate you consider
appropriate for your money—this
number represents the rate of
return you expect on your money;
default value is set at 6 percent.
Still have questions? Contact Extension educator Douglas Tiffany at
tiffa002@umn.edu or (612) 625-6715.

Source: Douglas G. Tiffany,
University of Minnesota Extension
educator

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Recyclables are pulled off the belts by people and/or optical sorters at
materials recovery facilities such as DemCon in Shakopee.

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov
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Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky

Public Health Director

Expanding access to health care

The Savage Farmers’ Market is operated by the St. Paul Farmers’
Market. The market is open from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sundays.

Visit a local farmers’
market this summer
What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce? Celebrate summer by visiting one
or more of the great local farmers’ markets right here in our own community.

Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
(May 7 – October)
The fourteenth season of the Prior
Lake Farmers’ Market began on May 7
and will continue each Saturday from 8
a.m. to noon until October. Live music
is provided almost every weekend, and
breakfast is cooked right on site. There
are many more new and returning vendors this year, including Master Gardeners to help with gardening questions.
The Prior Lake Farmers’ Market is located on Main Street (downtown Prior
Lake, just off of Highway 13 and County Road 21). There is free parking at
many of the local businesses. For more
information, please visit their website at
www.priorlakefarmersmarket.com.
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through October 12)
Located at Court Square Park (410
N. Cedar St., Belle Plaine, MN), the
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features
hardy perennials, delicious produce,
crafts and more! We have a variety
of homemade/homegrown products -something for everyone! The market is
held on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 6:30
p.m. For more information, or to reserve your spot for the season, contact
Rex Ernst at oneeyedbutcher@yahoo.
com or Rick Krant at Rkrant@mchsi.
com, or call and leave a voice message
by dialing (612) 749-3958. You can
also find more information by checking
out “Belle Plaine Farmers Market” on
Facebook!
Lydia Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays and Tuesdays, June 25 –
October)
Located at Highway 13 and County Road 10 (at the parking lot of Zion
United Methodist Church), the market
is open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12
noon and Tuesdays from 3:30 to 6:30
p.m. The market offers fresh vegetables, home canned goods, woodwork,
fresh eggs, and baked goods. Vendors
are welcome!
New Prague Farmers’ Market
(May 9 – October)
The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon,
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. [starting
in mid-June]) is proud to provide fresh,
locally grown, high quality produce.
A variety of vegetables and fruits are
available in season, and started plants –
such as tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, et
cetera – as well as fruit trees and peren-

nials are available in the spring. Baked
goods, jellies and jams, honey, and other
foods are available all season long. A
limited number of crafts such as beeswax candles, soaps, and bath salts are
also featured. The New Prague Farmers’
Market is located on the corner Main
Street and 7th Avenue SE (near Carbone’s) in New Prague. For more information, contact Joe Bisek at ajbisek@
bevcomm.net or at (952) 758-1955.
Savage Farmers’ Market
(June 5 – October 30)
Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’
Markets. Located at Quentin Avenue
and Highway 13, the Savage Farmers’
Market opens on June 7 and will be
held on Sundays (from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
through October 25. Market staff can
be reached at (651) 227-8101 or via email to info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.

Shakopee Farmers’ Market:
American Legion
(Thursdays, June 28 through the end of
October)
Located just outside of the American
Legion Hall at the intersection of Highway 101 and County Road 17 in Shakopee, the Shakopee Farmers’ Market
features loads of produce, homemade
honey, delicious baked goods, and handcrafted birdhouses. Held Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., rain or shine!
(This market is also held in Chaska on
Wednesdays, starting June 27, from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. outside of the Carver
County Government Center. Chaska’s
Farmers’ Market also features yummy
egg rolls and lo mein!) For more information, please contact Sheila Stanton at
(612) 226-5348.
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Farmers Market
(Thursdays, May 26 – October)
The freshest vegetables, herbs, and
fruit are grown at Wozupi, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
organic farm, and they will be available at a reoccurring farmers market at Mazopiya from 2 to 6 p.m. on
Thursdays, May through October. Wozupi’s maple syrup, honey, and eggs
-- as well as cooking demonstrations
-- will be featured throughout the season. Mazopiya is located at 2571 Credit
Union Dr. in Prior Lake. Visit wozupi.
org or midtownfarmersmarket.org for
more information.
If you have information about other
farmers’ markets in and around Scott
County, please contact Lisa Kohner
at (952) 496-8780 or via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us to be included
in an upcoming issue of the SCENE!

Even under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), there are still people in Scott
County who are un- or underinsured. Those with high deductibles, unemployed
individuals, undocumented residents, and some seniors still can’t afford the health
coverage they need. Many uninsured people report the high cost of insurance as the
main reason they lack coverage, and many people do not have access to coverage
through a job. In addition, undocumented immigrants are ineligible for Medicaid
or Marketplace coverage. Most uninsured people come from low-income working
families.
It goes without saying that people
SCOTT COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
without insurance coverage have worse
FREE HEALTH CLINIC
access to care than people who are insured. Nationwide, over a quarter of
Tuesdays and Thursdays
uninsured adults in 2014 (27 percent)
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
went without needed medical care due
to cost. Because of this, they are less
likely to receive cost-saving preventive Workforce Development Center
care and services for major health con792 Canterbury Rd. S., Ste.231
ditions and chronic diseases.
Shakopee
In Scott County, it is estimated that
at least eight percent of residents are
No Appointment needed
uninsured.
To meet this need, Scott County Public Health recently expanded its free health clinic services to un- and underinsured
citizens. Public health nurses are available Tuesday and Thursday mornings from
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Workforce Development Center (792 Canterbury
Road South, Suite 231) in Shakopee. The clinic is walk-in, so appointments aren’t
necessary. Services provided at this clinic include immunizations, Mantoux skin
tests and readings, health education, blood pressure screenings, blood glucose
screenings, and assistance connecting with local resources. Since the soft launch
of these additional hours in January of this year, public health nurses have helped
22 residents with their health needs.
Additionally, in a partnership with Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (SMSC),
Public Health provides a free mobile health clinic for those that are un- and underinsured. This partnership enables clinic services to be brought directly to those in
need by traveling to various locations within Scott County. Scott County Public
Health provides the following medical and nursing services:
• Health screenings for chronic disease and short-term illness
• Health information and assistance with connecting to ongoing health care
• Screening and information related to “Social Determinants of Health”
• Assistance connecting with local resources
The Mobile Clinic operates twice a month at rotating locations. These locations include the Savage Library, the Russian Baptist Church in Shakopee, and the
Workforce Development Center in Shakopee. The Mobile Clinic schedule can be
found on the Scott County website at http://scottcountymn.gov/, and search “Public
Health Clinics.”
Scott County Public Health also continues to provide its free immunization clinics twice per month. Even with many more children being insured through the
ACA, the Scott County Public Health Immunization Clinic still provides over 100
un- and underinsured children with immunizations each year. The clinic is located at the Workforce Development Center, 792 Canterbury Road South, Ste. 231,
Shakopee, Minnesota. For more information on dates and to schedule an appointment, citizens can go to the Scott County website at http://scottcountymn.gov/, and
search “Public Health Clinics.” For more information on any of Public Health’s
clinics, please call (952) 496-8555.

Age 50+ softball players sought
Scott County Senior Softball is looking for players to join their summer
league, which is held on Tuesday evenings at Tahpah Park (Shakopee). This
fun, recreational league is intended for people age 50 and over. Participants
who show up every week get divided into teams and play one or two games of
softball. Wooden bats and pitching carpet is used, and a “no sliding” rule is in
place for safety reasons.
The program is starting its sixth year and is hosted by the Shakopee Parks
and Recreation department. Cost: $25 per person; register with the Shakopee
Parks and Rec department (1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee). For more information, please contact Gary Hartmann at (612) 554-5205,

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Library Summer Reading program begins June 11

Kids who engage in learning activities
during the summer start their next school
year ready to learn. Help prevent learning
loss in your child with the free offerings at
your local library.

Bookawocky, the library’s summer
reading program, offers a summer’s worth
of fun and enriching events and reading
incentives for kids 0-18 years of age. Below is the schedule of events, but be sure to
visit our brand new website at www.scottlib.org for:
• A searchable schedule of
performers, parties, and book
clubs at “Events & Classes.”
• How to earn rewards for reading
and learning activities with either
our online or print forms and
how to win Family 4-packs of
State Fair tickets at “Summer
Reading.”
• Locations and open hours of all
seven of our libraries.

at 10:30 & 11:30)
New Prague—Monday, June 13, 10:30
a.m. AND 11:30 a.m.
RAD Zoo Open House—Drop-in anytime
during open house hours for a hands-on,
close-up look at some fascinating live
reptiles & amphibians!
Jordan—Monday, June 13, 3-5 p.m.

We welcome you and your kids to the
library this summer! Bookawocky is supported by the Scott County Library and
Metropolitan Library Services Agency
(MELSA). Additional Bookawocky support
provided by local Friends of the Library,
Minnesota State Fair, Minnesota Twins,
Star Tribune, and Minnesota Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund.
Scott County Library Locations &
Contact Info:
Belle Plaine: 125 W. Main, 952-873-6767,
bplibrary@scottlib.org
Elko New Market: 110 J Roberts Way,
952-496-8030, nmlibrary@scottlib.org
Jordan: 275 Creek Lane S., 952-4968050, jolibrary@scottlib.org
New Prague: 400 E Main St., 952-7582391, nplibrary@scottlib.org
Prior Lake: 16210 Eagle Creek Ave. SE,
952-447-3375, pllibrary@scottlib.org
Savage: 13090 Alabama Ave. S., 952-7071770, salibrary@scottlib.org
Shakopee: 235 Lewis St. S., 952-2339590, shlibrary@scottlib.org
Events & More for Kids
Preschoolers through 6th Grade
ALL PROGRAMS ARE BEST FOR
KIDS K-6TH GRADE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED.
Programs are 30-45 minutes long unless otherwise noted. Please arrive early, as
space is limited.
Some programs may not be able to accommodate large groups (such as daycares)
if program supplies or space are limited.
Please call the library in advance with
questions about group size.
Free Summer Fun Starts Here! Don’t miss
these Bookawocky kickoff events for all
ages at your library:
Minnesota Percussion Trio, “Click, Clap
& Klunk”—Using unlikely instruments
like buckets, paper, tin cans, and body
percussion, the trio will unlock the musical
possibilities of the things around us.
Prior Lake—Saturday, June 11, 11 a.m.;
crafts and activities start at 10:30 a.m.
Mixed Nuts Comedy Duo, “Snakes?
No Thanks”—This delightful duo will
tickle your funny bones with their special
blend of physical comedy, age-appropriate
humor, and hilarious hijinks! (same show

Classes” or call/visit
the hosting library
to register. For kids
entering the listed
grades.
K-1st Grade:
Jordan—Monday,
June 27, 3 p.m.
Prior Lake—Mondays, 3 p.m.: June 27,
July 11, July 25
Savage—Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.: June 21,
July 12, August 2
Shakopee—Thursdays, 2:30 p.m.: June
23, July 21
2nd-3rd Grade:
Jordan—Monday, July 25, 3 p.m.
Prior Lake—Wednesdays, 1 p.m.: June 22,
July 13, July 27
Savage—Mondays, 2 p.m.: June 27, July
18, August 8
Shakopee—Mondays, 2 p.m.: June 27,
July 11, August 1

Ten Pigs Trunk Show with author
Derek Anderson—Derek will talk about
how he has “The Greatest Job in the
World,” read his book Ten Pigs: An Epic
Bath Adventure, get everyone dancing to
original music by Tom Lieberman, make
you laugh with goofy props, and conclude
with a group drawing activity. Suitable
for families and groups with children ages
0-6.
Shakopee—Tuesday, June 14, 10:30 a.m.
Como Zoo: “Birdawocky”—Venture
into the amazing world of birds while
you listen to a story, learn the differences
between birds and other animals, and meet
a real live bird visitor!
Elko New Market—Wednesday, June 15,
2 p.m.
Mixed Nuts Comedy Duo, “Trouble in
the Basement” —This delightful duo will
tickle your funny bones with their special
blend of physical comedy, age-appropriate
humor, and hilarious hijinks!
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, June 15, 6:30
p.m.
The Bazillions Music Trio—This fun,
upbeat trio plays bouncy music that kids
and their adults will all enjoy!
Savage—Thursday, June 16, 6:30 p.m.
WEEKLY STORYTIMES – June 13
through August 12. All ages welcome.
Belle Plaine—Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
Elko New Market—Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
New Prague—Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Prior Lake—Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Savage—Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30
a.m.
Shakopee—Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Other Story Events for all ages:
Pajama Time at Jordan—Mondays, 7
p.m.: June 27, July 25
All Ages Yoga Storytime with Fran! No
experience required -- enjoy fun stories
with playful, easy movements & poses.
Shakopee—Saturdays, June 25, July
23, Aug. 13, at 1:30 p.m. and Jordan—
Tuesday, July 15, 10:30 a.m.
StoryClay Teller—Help local artist and
storyteller Maureen Carlson create an
original story around a clay character that
is the star of that story! Savage—Monday,
July 11, 10:30 a.m. and Jordan—Tuesday,
July 19, 10:30 a.m.
SUMMER BOOK CLUBS
Please note that book clubs have size
limitations & require registration. Register
online at www.scottlib.org at “Events &

4th-6th Grade:
Jordan—“Digital Book Trailers” Monday,
August 1, 2 p.m.
New Prague—“Speedbooking, Jr.”
Tuesdays, 11 a.m.: June 14, July 12
Prior Lake—“Popcorn Club” Tuesdays,
2:30 p.m.: June 21, July 12, August 2
Savage—“Cookie Club” Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m.: June 15, July 6, July 27
Waggin’ Tales
Drop-in Reading
Time—drop in
and read to a
certified therapy
dog!
Jordan—
Wednesday, July
27, 6-7:30 p.m.
Prior Lake—
Mondays, 1-2 p.m.: June 13-August 8
Savage—Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m.: June 14,
July 19, Aug. 9
Shakopee—Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m.: 6/16,
July 21, Aug. 18
Reading Buddies/Grand Readers—
Drop-in and read to or with one of our
youth volunteer Reading Buddies or
volunteer Grand Readers! June 11 –
August 13. All ages welcome.
Prior Lake Reading Buddies—Thursdays,
11 a.m.-noon
Prior Lake Grand Readers—Saturdays,
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Shakopee Reading Buddies—Thursdays,
10:30-11:30 a.m.
DROP-IN PROGRAMS – June 13
through August 11.
What are “Drop-in Programs? Just stop
in at any time during the hour for 15-30
minutes of fun! Tip: To avoid the crowds,
come later in the hour!
Crafty Science—Explore science
concepts at this drop-in program with a
different project each week - you’ll build
a mini-dinosaur habitat, mix colors on
a lightboard, play a play-doh piano and
more. June 14-August 11
Belle Plaine—Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m.
Elko New Market—Tuesdays, 2-3 p.m.
Jordan—Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m.
New Prague—Thursdays, 2-3 p.m.
Prior Lake—Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m.
Savage—Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m.
Shakopee—Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m.
Father’s Day Card Make and Take—
Parents and caregivers are welcome to
stop with their young children to make a
card for Dad at this event hosted by the
Savage Area Women of Today.
Savage Library, Tuesday, June 14, 5:307:30 p.m.

Ten Pigs Party -- How many crazy
pigs can fit in the bathtub? Play fun pig
games, make pig puppets, and enjoy more
activities and crafts based on the book Ten
Pigs. All ages welcome.
Jordan —Tuesday, June 14, 10:30-11:30
a.m.
Shakopee —Monday, June 20, 10:3011:30 a.m.
Savage—Tuesday, June 21, 2-3 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Tuesday, June 28, 10:3011:30 a.m.
New Prague—Wednesday, July 6, 2-3 p.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 20,
2-3 p.m.
Prior Lake—July 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Book Parties—Enjoy activities, snacks
and crafts based on these wildly popular
books:
Dr Seuss Party: Belle Plaine—Thursday,
June 16, 2-3 p.m.
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Party: Belle
Plaine—Thursday, July 21, 2-3 p.m.
Magic Tree House Party: Prior Lake—
Monday, Aug. 8, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Super Hero Olympics—Calling all
superheroes! Leap tall buildings, “battle”
villains, and explore other superheroic
activities, snacks, and crafts based on
popular superheroes.
Prior Lake—
Monday, June 27,
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine—
Wednesday, July
20, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Shakopee—
Monday, July 25,
2-3 p.m.
Savage—Wednesday, July 27, 1:30-2:30
p.m.
New Prague—Wednesday, July 27, 4-5
p.m.
Jordan—Tuesday, Aug., 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, Aug. 10,
2-3 p.m.
Star Wars Cantina—These are the droids
you’re looking for! Enjoy Star Wars
music, try some inter-galactic snacks, and
make your own pool noodle light saber,
Yoda ears, Leia buns, and paper droids!
Prior Lake Library (in Club Prior)—
Saturday, July 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
SCIENCE AND HISTORY
PROGRAMS – June 13 - Aug. 11.
4H Lego Robotics Program—Join the
University of Minnesota Scott County 4-H
Lego Team at the Scott County Libraries
for a fun free one hour hands-on demo of
the Mindstorm Legos. Learn more about
the project and practice your coding skills.
New Prague—Monday, June 27, 2-3 p.m.
Jordan—Tuesday, June 28, 10:30-11:30
a.m.
Prior Lake—Tuesday, July 12, 10:3011:30 a.m.
Savage—Tuesday, July 12, 2-3 p.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 13,
2-3 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Thursday, Aug. 4, 2-3 p.m.
Shakopee—Monday, Aug. 8, 2-3 p.m.
Professor Prchal Science Show -- The
Professor Prchal Show is back with
Professor Anna wowing and dazzling you
with science and engineering tricks and
activities. You will wonder, “hmmm...how
does that work?” And she will let you in
on the science behind the trick so you can
relive the fun at home!
New Prague—Tuesday, June 28, 10:30
a.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, June 29,
2 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Thursday, June 30, 2 p.m.
Savage—Thursday, July 14, 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee—Thursday, July 14, 2 p.m.
Jordan—Tuesday, Aug. 2, 10:30 a.m.
Prior Lake—Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2 p.m.

Scott County
Historical Society Programs:
Penny Tops—Spinning tops are one of the
oldest toys in human history. Make your
own “penny spinner” and have fun with
READING PROGRAM to next page

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Reading program includes prizes, entertainers
tips, all designed to entertain, educate, and
illuminate the beauty of the growing sport
of professional yo-yo.
Jordan—Monday, July 11, 2 p.m.

this special toy that has been enjoyed by
children around the world for centuries!
Jordan—Tuesday, June 21, 10:30 a.m.
New Prague—Tuesday, June 21, 2 p.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, June 22,
2 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Thursday, June 23, 2 p.m.
Prior Lake—Tuesday, June 28, 10:30 a.m.
Savage—Tuesday, June 28, 2 p.m.
Shakopee—Thursday, June 30, 2 p.m.
Make Seed Art—Celebrate a unique
Minnesota tradition by making your own
State Fair-worthy seed art mosaic, and
learn all about two types of historical
gardens: kitchen gardens and victory
gardens!
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 6, 2
p.m.
Belle Plaine—Thursday, July 7, 2 p.m.
Shakopee—Thursday, July 7, 4 p.m.
Jordan—Tuesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m.
New Prague—Tuesday, July 12, 2 p.m.
Prior Lake—Tuesday, July 19, 10:30 a.m.
Savage—Tuesday, July 19, 2 p.m.
Make Your Own Spoon Person—Back
in the early days of Minnesota, kids made
toys out of common household objects.
Here’s your chance to turn an ordinary
wooden spoon into a one-of-a-kind spoon
person toy!
Prior Lake—Tuesday, Aug. 9, 10:30 a.m.
New Prague—Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2 p.m.
Savage—Thursday, Aug. 11, 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee—Thursday, Aug. 11, 2 p.m.

ARTS WORKSHOPS AND OTHER
SPECIAL PROGRAMMING
Please note that most classes & workshops
have size limitations and require
registration if noted. Register online at
www.scottlib.org at “Events & Classes”
or call/visit the hosting library to register.
Registrations for June classes began May
17; registrations for July classes begin
June 14. To give this opportunity to as
many kids as possible, please cancel ASAP
if you are no longer able to attend. Even
programs without registration may not be
able to accommodate large groups (such as
daycares) if program supplies or space are
limited. Please call the library in advance
with questions about group size.
Drop-In Button Making—Stop by
our volunteer desk any time between
6:30-7:30 and make your own button
to celebrate summer! No registration
required.
Prior Lake: Monday, June 13, 6:30-7:30
p.m.
Decoupage Initials–For 3rd to 6th Grade.
Decorate the first
letter of your name
with Star Wars, Hello
Kitty, or whatever
book art you like!
Prior Lake—Friday,
June 17, 2-3 p.m.—
Registration required
Jordan—Thursday,
June 23, 10:30-11:30
a.m.—Registration required
New Prague—Monday, July 25, 2-3
p.m.—Registration required and begins
June 14
Savage—Thursday, Aug. 11, 2-3 p.m.—
Registration required and begins June 14
Abrakadoodle Minion Drawing Class—
for 1st to 5th Grade. Create a funny
picture of your favorite Minion or yourself
as a Minion.
Prior Lake—Tuesday, June 21, 10:3011:30 a.m.—Registration required
Clay Character Workshop: Pandas &
Penguins—For 1st to 6th Grade. Use air
dry clay to create your own Panda and
Penguin clay characters with the help
of local artist Maureen Carlson. Bring a
shoe-box sized box to take home your new
creations.
Elko New Market—Monday, June 20,
2-3:30 p.m.—Registration required
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, July 13, 2-3:30
p.m.—Registration required and begins
June 14

Use air dry clay to create your own
panda and penguin clay characters.

Dragons on a Stick (by Artistry of
Bloomington Center for the Arts) -- for
1st to 5th Grade. Create your very own
accordion style dragon whose body
movements are controlled using two
sticks!
Shakopee—Tuesday, June 21, 4 p.m.-5:30
p.m.—Registration required
Star Wars Crafting
Party–For K to 3rd
Grade, registration
required. These are the
droids you’re looking
for! Make your own
pool noodle light saber, Yoda ears, Leia
buns, and paper droids!
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, June 22,
2-2:45 p.m.—Registration required
Shakopee—Monday, June 27, 10:3011:15 a.m.—Registration required
Savage—Wednesday, July 13, 1:30-2:15
p.m.—Registration required and begins
June 14
Jordan—Monday, July 18, 2-2:45 p.m.—
Registration required and begins June 14
Design-A-Robot–For 3rd to 6th Grade.
Create a two-dimensional design for
a robot then turn it into a permanent
decoration through the miracle of Perler
beads!
Savage—
Wednesday,
June 29, 2-2:45
p.m.—Registration
required
Shakopee—Friday,
July 8, 2-2:45 p.m.—Registration required
and begins June 14
Belle Plaine—Thursday, July 14, 2-2:45
p.m.—Registration required and begins
June 14
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 20,
4-4:45 p.m.—Registration required and
begins June 14

Magical Mia—Don’t
blink or you’ll miss one
of Mia’s stunning tricks.
She’ll mystify and
entertain with sleight
of hand and illusions
involving flowers,
umbrellas, scarves,
gems, butterflies and
more.
Prior Lake—Monday,
July 11, 6:30 p.m.

Magical Mia

Jason’s Juggling
Show—Enjoy Jason’s
fun, fast-paced comedy
show packed with
juggling, the Chinese
diabalo, balancing, and
a 6-foot unicycle! (Same
show at 2 & 3)
Shakopee—Monday,
July 18, 2 p.m. AND 3
Jason Huneke
p.m.
Bill the
Juggler—Fan
favorite Bill
the Juggler is
back with his
high-energy
comedy juggling
performances
packed with
audience
Bill the Juggler
participation!
(Same show at 10:30 & 11:30 at New
Prague)
New Prague—Tuesday, July 19, 10:30
a.m. AND 11:30 a.m.
Savage —Thursday, July 21, 6:30 p.m.
Annual Teddy Bear Picnic with the
Teddy Bear Band—Kids and their
families are invited to bring a picnic lunch
and their teddy bears to the west lawn of
the Prior Lake Library (inside the library
if rainy). Enjoy crafts and activities from
10:30-11 a.m., then the ever-popular
Teddy Bear Band plays starting at 11 a.m.!
Prior Lake—Friday, July 22, 10:30 a.m.Noon.
Activities & Crafts: 10:30-11 a.m.
Band Performance: 11 a.m.-Noon

Make a PopUp Book with Mary Jo—
For 1st to 6th Grade. Learn basic pop-up
(paper-engineering) techniques to bring a
favorite character to life, creating a simple
concertina book and a special memory
of your summer reading adventures. No
registration required.
Savage—Thursday, June 30, 10:30-11:15
a.m.

Schiffelly Puppets—Schiffelly Puppets
presents “The Wonderfully Wacky,
Completely Improbable and Simply Silly
Wizard of Oz.” Enjoy comic situations,
original puppet characters, and morals
in this action-packed entertainment
extravaganza!
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 27,
2 p.m.

Magical Costume Crafting Party–For
K to 3rd Grade. Transform yourself into a
magical creature – make dragon or fairy
wings, magic wands, and more!
Savage—Friday, July 1, 10:30-11:15
a.m.—Registration required
Elko New Market—Tuesday, July 26,
10:30-11:15 a.m.—Registration required,
and begins June 14
New Prague—Tuesday, August 2, 10:3011:15 a.m.—Registration required, and
begins June 14

Brodini Comedy Magic—Brodini’s fun
and exciting magic tricks will dazzle and
amaze!
Belle Plaine—Thursday, July 28, 2 p.m.

Abrakadoodle Minecraft Clay
Characters—for 1st to 5th Grade. Roll
clay and mix colors to create your favorite
Minecraft character!
New Prague—Wednesday, July 20, 2-3
p.m.—Registration required and begins
June 14
MIDSUMMER
SPECIAL
PERFORMERS – all
ages welcome:
Dazzling Dave, Yo-Yo
Master—Enjoy YoYo Master Dave and
his freakish tornado
of whirling tricks and
Dazzling Dave

The Bazillions Music Duo—Come
and enjoy the Bazillions, a fun, upbeat,
musical duo that kids and their adults will
all enjoy!
Elko New Market—Wednesday, August 3,
2 p.m.

Hey teens! Your library is the place to be
this summer. Read, volunteer, earn prizes,
use our Wi-Fi or computers, learn a new
skill, or just have fun! It’s all free, so join
us June 11– August 13.
TEEN SUMMER EVENTS
For those entering 6th grade and above
unless otherwise noted. Space is limited
in many programs—if possible, sign up
online at www.scottlib.org at “Events &
Classes” or call/visit the hosting library.
For more details and the most up-to-date
info, go to www.scottlib.org.

WEEKLY EVENTS
These libraries will offer events every
week at the same time, June 11 – August
13. Stop by for a variety of activities,
games, and workshops to fill your summer
with fun! Most events are one hour, but
some will run up to two hours. (Belle
Plaine & Elko New Market also have teen
events, just not every week)
Jordan—Thursdays, 2 p.m.
New Prague—Thursdays, 4 p.m.
Prior Lake—Thursdays, 2 p.m.
Savage—Thursdays, 3:30 p.m.
Shakopee—Tuesdays, 2 p.m.

BOOK CLUBS—Registration is
required.
New Prague—Speedbooking Book Club:
Mix it up pizza and our newest books!
Thursday, June 16 AND July 14, 4-5 p.m.
Prior Lake—Pie Club: Free-form book
club where you get to pick which book
you read and nom on pie! Thursday, June
16 AND July 21, 2-3 p.m.
Savage—Dangerous Books for Guys (6th8th Grade): Thursday, June 23, July 14,
AND August 4, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Savage—Mother Daughter Book Club (for
girls entering 6th-8th grade and their female
grownup): Wednesday, June 29 AND July
20, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
ACT Test Prep: For teens entering 9th
grade and above. De-stress the test!
Come to our free ACT test prep session.
Identifity your strengths and weaknesses
with an ACT Pre-Test, take an actual
practice test, and learn about more free
resources to use at home to get ready for
the real ACT. Registration is required.
Savage—Wednesday, June 15, 10:00 a.m.12:30 p.m.
Prior Lake—Wednesday, June 22, 10:00
a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jordan—Wednesday, June 29, 10:00 a.m.12:30 p.m.
Shakopee—Friday, July 15, 10:00 a.m.12:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, July 20, 10:00
a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 27,
10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
New Prague—Wednesday, August 10,
10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
4H Circuits Go Round: Work with
Electronic Snap Circuits, Potato
Calculators, and even a Steve Spangler
Sick Science experiment to see how
circuits work.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, June 22
at 4-5:30 p.m.
New Prague—Thursday, June 23 at 4-5:30
p.m.
Savage—Thursday, July 7 at 3:30-5 p.m.
Prior Lake—Thursday, July 14 at 2-3:30
p.m.
Shakopee—Tuesday, August 9 at 2-3:30
p.m.
Jordan—Thursday, August 11 at 2-3:30
p.m.
LED Flashlight Workshop: Learn basic
soldering and electronics skills to create
your own flashlight using an Altoid tin!
Savage—Thursday, June 23, 3:30-4:30
p.m.
New Prague—Thursday, June 30, 4-5 p.m.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, July 13,
4-5 p.m.
Ply-Split Braiding Workshop: Learn
about ply-split braiding and make your
own keychain to take home.
Elko New Market—Monday, June 27, 4-6
p.m.
Tie-Dyeing with Sharpies with Artistry:
Make and take an amazing tie-dye tshirt
with Sharpies – alcohol will dissolve the
ink and spread the color!
Shakopee—Tuesday, June 28, 2-4 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Tuesday, August 9, 3-5 p.m.
Dinner & a Movie: Enjoy free pizza and
a recent DVD release on our big screen!
(Check with the library later for the title of
the movie.)
READING PROGRAM to page 8
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Clip and Save

Master Gardeners plan
tour, classes, plant sale
Garden Tour
Hosted by the Carver-Scott Extension
Master Gardeners; Saturday, July 16,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Six homes in Carver and Hennepin
Counties (mainly Minnetonka and
Chanhassen)
Advance tickets: $12 until July 15, $15
the day of the tour.
Tickets available online at www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org or at
the Extension Offices in Cologne (952)
466-5300, or Jordan (952) 492-5410.

This is a drive yourself tour hosted
by the Carver-Scott Extension Master
Gardeners. Start the tour at any of the
six garden sites and drive to as many as
you wish. Your ticket provides admission to the first garden. There you will
receive a band that provides entrance
into the remaining gardens. There are
learning topics at each of the six sites
with Extension Master Gardeners present to answer questions.
Summer Garden Festival
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Tuesday, June 14, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Rain or shine!
Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens (7151 West 190th St., Jordan)
Free to the public!
Presentations include mushroom foraging, food preservation, and getting in
shape to garden.
Tours will be given of the 2016 gardens. Bring a lawn chair!
Evenings in the Garden

The plant sale is set for Aug. 27.

Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Every second and fourth Tuesday in
June, July, and August from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.
Rain or shine! Bring a lawn chair!
Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens (7151 West 190th St., Jordan)
Free to the public!
Presentations include vegetable
gardening, garden art, plant diagnostics, starting a home vineyard, and soil
preparation.
8th Annual Plant Sale
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Saturday, August 27, 9 a.m. to 12noon
Chaska Commons, Cub Foods parking
lot (200 Pioneer Trail, Chaska)

Animation Flip
Books with
Artistry: Design,
illustrate, and create
animation flip
books that give the
visual illusion that
an object, person,
or animal are “moving” from one point to
another.
Jordan—Thursday, June 30, 2-4 p.m.
8-Bit Art: Love Minecraft or other retro
games? Make your own 8-Bit art using
Perler beads and Post-it notes!
Prior Lake—Thursday, June 30 at 2-3 p.m.
Savage—Thursday, August 4 at 3:30-4:30
p.m.
Gamercon: Fight your way to the top for
free prizes & snacks! Battle other teens
in our free single-player Super Smash
Brothers tournament held on our big
screen, match wits with the best in a round
of Superfight, or make a cubeecraft of
your favorite Smash character.
Savage—Thursday, June 30, 3:30-5 p.m.
New Prague—Thursday, July 7, 4-5 p.m.
Shakopee—Tuesday, July 19, 2-3 p.m.
Belle Plaine—Thursday, July 28, 6-7 p.m.
Elko New Market—Monday, July 25, 4-5
p.m.
Jordan—Thursday, July 28, 2-3 p.m.
Prior Lake—Thursday, August 4, 2-3 p.m.
Mystery Night: Can you solve the
mystery? It’s live-action Clue mixed with
CSI!
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, July 6, 6-7 p.m.
Savage—Thursday, July 21, 3:30-5 p.m.
Cake Decorating Workshop: Learn how
to decorate cakes, then decorate your own
treat with the piping and lettering skills
you just learned!
Jordan—Thursday, July 7, 2-3 p.m.

Enjoy summertime
events in Scott County

Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivals, get acquainted
with other Scott County residents, and spend time with old friends. Below is
a schedule of some of the upcoming local events in and around your community. Contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952)
496-8780 if you would like to have your organization’s activities or special
events highlighted in next year’s summer events issue. And check your local
papers and community websites for further details – happy summer!
Sunday, June 19

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic Church,
New Market

June 23-26

Dan Patch Days in Savage, including fireworks at
dusk Saturday and parade on Sunday at 1 p.m.

June 23-26

Elko New Market Fire/Rescue Days, including a
community parade at 1 p.m. Saturday, followed by
games, food and fun at Wagner Park

July 15-16

Credit River Antique Tractor Club Show and Flea
Market, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park. For more
information, visit http:\\contractor.com

July 16

Grand Reopening of Cedar Lake Farm Regional
Park and Midsummer Festival being held in
conjunction with the Credit River Antique Tractor
Show. Live music, entertainment, and opportunities
to try canoeing, archery, rock climbing, and more.
Ice cream and a reopening dedication
ceremony at 12:30 p.m. All activities are free.

July 15-15

Bar-B-Q Day in Belle Plaine, including a grand day
parade at noon on Saturday and fireworks Sunday

July 15-17

Lakefont Music Festival in Prior Lake

Sunday, July 24

Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in
Cedar Lake Township

Belle Plaine—Tuesday, July 12, 3-4 p.m.
Shakopee—Tuesday, August 2, 2-3 p.m.

July 27-31

Scott County Fair (see article in this issue of the
SCENE)

Book Upcycling with Mary Jo: Upcycle
books into a super-secret safe for your
valuables.
Jordan—Thursday, July 21, 2-3 p.m.
New Prague—Thursday, July 28, 4-5 p.m.

July 29-31

Parish of Saints Joachim & Anne’s Church of St.
Mark Julifest in Shakopee

August 5-7

53rd Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas
Engine Festival, Jordan

August 4-6

Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including a parade on
Saturday at 10 a.m.

August 13-14

Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague

August 19-21

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Wacipi
or Pow Wow

Sunday, August 21

Parish of Saints Joachim & Anne’s St. Mary’s of
Purification, Marystown, Church Festival

Sept. 9-10

Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; car cruise and
street dance Friday evening in downtown Jordan;
parade at 11 a.m. Saturday; and fireworks at 9 p.m.
Saturday

Sunday, Sept. 11

Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie
Catholic Church in Belle Plaine

Sept. 16-17

Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise
Friday evening and parade at noon Saturday

Sept. 17-18

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Fall Festival in
Jordan

Hardy perennials, shrubs, rhizomes,
houseplants, garden art, and
more. Many grown by Master
Gardeners. Very reasonably priced!
For more information about any of
these program, visit:
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
(952) 466-5300

Reading program
Belle Plaine—Wednesday, June 29, 6-8
p.m.

Classic car shows and cruises, such as this one at last year’s Jordan
Heimatfest, always draw a crowd.

From page 7

Library website has new look
All the same
information is here,
just in a new form:
www.scottlib.org.
Take a moment to
explore, and then
let us know what
you think -- we’re
continuing to make improvements to
make the site more user-friendly for you.

Sock Monkeys: These aren’t your
grandma’s sock monkeys! Make & take a
colorful sock monkey or monster of your
own with just basic hand sewing in this
two hour class.
Prior Lake—Thursday, July 28, 2-4 p.m.
Stuffed Creatures
with Artistry: Make
your own softsculptures while
learning basic sewing
skills. Design, cut
and create a unique
handmade creature
from your imagination.
Savage—Thursday,
Make a stuffed
July 28, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
creature.
Clay Characters—Dragons: Make &
take your own polymer clay dragon in
this class taught by local artist Maureen
Carlson.
Elko New Market—Wednesday, August 3,
4-5:30 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

Cedar Lake Farm Renewed
Gear up for a fun-filled summer! Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park in New Prague
reopened on May 28. Improvements include upgrades at the swimming beach and
carry-in boat access, remodeled restrooms, and restoration work on the iconic barn.
Accessibility for people with disabilities has improved, and a new maintenance hub
was built to better serve the southern portion of Scott County parks in Three Rivers
Park District. Just over two miles of hiking trails are under construction and set to
open in the spring of 2017. Funding for this project was provided by the Clean Water,
Land, and Legacy Amendment passed by Minnesota voters in 2008.
Celebrate on July 16 at this year’s Midsummer Festival and Grand Reopening,
in conjunction with the Credit River Antique Tractor Show. Enjoy live music and
entertainment and try canoeing, archery, rock climbing, and more. At 12:30 PM, cool
down with ice cream and a reopening dedication ceremony. All activities are free.
Embrace all that the park has to offer this summer. Rent a stand-up paddleboard,
attend a family archery program, send the kids to a summer camp, or simply spend a
day fishing by the lake. A picnic shelter and group campsite are available to rent. For
more information, visit ThreeRiversParks.org.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.
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Outdoor Recreation

parks & trails

check ThreeRiversParks.org for additional information

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777, Hours: 5 AM–10 PM, May 28 to Sept. 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, the former Cedar Lake
Farm and Day Resort property has family and group picnicking, catered events,
swimming, and fishing.

camp
Cedarview Group Campsite is available for tent camping, with a capacity up to 30
people. Call 763.559.6700 for reservations.

picnic area
Dine al fresco. This site offers a spectacular setting for a casual family picnic or a
unique family reunion, graduation party, outdoor wedding/reception, company picnic,
and groups of all ages and all occasions. We recommend you visit the park well before
your event date to explore the options you have to choose from. While there are no
fully-enclosed group reservation areas, a picnic shelter is available. Call 763.559.6700
for reservations.

boat rental
Stand-up paddleboards, kayaks and canoes are available for rent Fridays-Sundays
and holidays from Memorial Day weekend (Saturday) to Labor Day. Rental hours are
10 AM to 7 PM.

swimming & fishing
Cool off during the hot days in Cedar Lake or cast a line from shore or the fishing pier.
Anglers must have a valid Minnesota fishing license.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777, Hours: 5 AM–10 PM

This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro.
With amenities including a 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming
beach, cross-country ski trails and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

boat rental & fishing pier
A launch is located on the south end of Cleary Lake. Boat rentals for paddleboats and
canoes are available. An accessible fishing pier is located on Cleary Lake. Anglers must
have a valid Minnesota fishing license.

camp
Roughing it was never so easy! Several campsites ranging in size are located in Cleary
Lake Park for outdoor enthusiasts. Visit ThreeRiversParks.org for more information.

dog off-leash area
A 28-acre off-leash area provides great opportunities to exercise dogs. The area is fenced
and has a wetland pond. Daily or annual pass is required.

golf
The scenic terrain of Cleary Lake Golf Course draws both beginner and experienced
golfers. The 9-hole executive course and driving range offer a full range of amenities for
an all-around enjoyable experience. The course also features FootGolf where you kick a
soccer ball towards a proportionate-sized hole using the same rules of golf. At the Golf
Academy, our most important goal is to maximize your enjoyment of the game of golf.
Group and private lessons, clinics and camps are available for youth and adults. For more
information or to register, visit ThreeRiversParks.org.

picnic areas
The southeast shore of Cleary Lake serves both picnickers and swimmers. The area
features the Cleary Lake Pavilion – a great spot for casual wedding receptions, corporate
events and birthday parties – and both sheltered reservation and non-reservation picnic
sites. Call 763.559.6700 for reservations.

play area
A small play area is located near the picnic pavilion and boat rental. It features a variety
of slides, tunnels, nets and other climbing components.

swimming beach
Splish, splash! An unguarded beach is open from Memorial Day weekend through
Labor Day.

trails
Get your blood pumping with a brisk walk. A trail with rest stops and a water pump
loops around Cleary Lake. The trail has connections leading to both the east and west
for access from outside the park. Walk your dog on miles of trails that wind through the
park. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with a 6-foot, non-retractable leash.

visitor center
A year-round facility provides concessions, restrooms, a lounge area, meeting room, and
exhibits. In the summer, the visitor center serves as a golf course clubhouse. In the winter,
the building serves as the trailhead for cross-country ski trails.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378
Phone: 763.694.7777, Hours: 5 AM–10 PM

The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County
features glacial ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most
challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain
bikers. With the exception of the trails and the new 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park
reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to
spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area by
the National Audubon Society.

boat launch
Enjoy the placid waters. A concrete boat launch is located off County Road 75. No gas
motors or gas augers are allowed; electric trolling motors only.

mountain bike trail

The fenced, 3-acre area includes space for large and small dogs to run and includes a water
fountain and a dog washing station. Daily or annual pass is required. This project was complete in
collaboration with the City of Savage.

dog off-leash area

A singletrack mountain bike trail with advanced, intermediate, and easy loops is offered
on this 10-mile sustainable trail. The course is open year-round and presses riders with
several technical features and varying levels of difficulty. Year-round races are available;
visit ThreeRiversParks.org for more information.

camp

trails

Group horse campsites are located in the southern section of the park and
accommodates up to 20 horses. Reservations are required.

Roam the pristine expanse at your pace. The hiking-only Wood Duck trail is very hilly and
takes hikers through oak woods. Riders can enjoy the scenic beauty of this park reserve
on horseback year-round. A trailer parking lot is available. A daily pass or annual permit
is required for horseback riders. The dog trail at Murphy-Hanrehan is a part of the horse
trail. The trail can be accessed from the horse trailer parking lot on Sunset Lake Road.
Dog-walkers are required to keep their dogs on 6-foot, non-retractable leashes.

Outdoor Recreation
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Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777, Hours: 5 AM–10 PM daily
Scott County’s newest regional park. Located on the north shore of Spring Lake and
near the southwest shore of Prior Lake, Spring Lake Regional Park offers 374 acres of
incredibly diverse natural habitats. Every day, eagles readily soar in the sky. The old maplebasswood forest creates a beautiful backdrop for a peaceful stroll. A small creek winds
through a maze of open water wetlands, cattail marshes and a tamarack bog.

dog off-leash area
A 10-acre, off-leash pet area with a watering and rinsing station provides a wonderful
opportunity for dog owners to exercise their dogs. There are two separate, fully fenced
areas: 9 acres for large dogs and 1 acre for small dogs. A daily or annual pass is required.
An automated pay box on site accepts credit and debit cards for daily passes.

fishing

trails
A spectacular, 3-mile paved trail takes visitors through forest and future savanna prairie
offering breathtaking vistas. Each season provides a unique opportunity to explore the
beautiful habitat that supports a variety of wildlife. The trail connects the park from
north to south, as well as to County Road 12. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with
a 6-foot, non-retractable leash.

Shore fishing is accessible on Spring Lake from the park. Use the parking lot on the
south side of County Road 12 to access the lake.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Memorial Day weekend–October 31
Mon-Sat: 10 AM–5 PM, Sun: Noon–5 PM
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage
Park (formerly Historic Murphy’s Landing) interprets how people have connected with
the Minnesota River Valley and the surrounding cultural and natural resources. Discover
how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in
villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the pre-territorial era through
the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive media or while
costumed interpreters bring the past alive at living history days and events. The Landing
is available by reservation for groups, weddings, and celebrations. Special events and
scheduled programs are offered throughout the year. Pets are not allowed.

living history days
Join scheduled tours, hands-on activities - maybe even meet someone right off
the pages of history. Offered Wednesdays through Sundays, June 1 to October 30;
call 763.649.7784 for daily schedules.

themed living history events
Explore more and immerse yourself in a different aspect of 1800s life in the
Minnesota Valley at each event. Visit with costumed characters living in the frontier,
farmstead, and village. Horse-drawn trolleys provide transportation throughout the
site. Food concessions available. Offered year-round; visit ThreeRiversParks.org for
a complete schedule.

self-guided tours

Connect with stories of the site through interpretive brochures, cell phone stops and
signs. Self-guided tour experiences are free of charge and available during regular
operating hours.

hiking and fishing

A 1.1-mile, unpaved hiking trail offers scenic views of the river and some of the best bird
watching in the Twin Cities. The river banks also provide great fishing opportunities.

Midsummer Festival

& Grand Reopening Celebration
Saturday, July 16, 2016
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, 25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague
• Free ice cream and
celebration at 12:30 PM
• Credit River Antique Tractor
Club Show, 1 PM Parade
• Crafts, Blacksmithing,
Rope Making
• Flea Market
• Food Concessions

2016

summer camps and golf lessons

10 AM–5 PM

• Ongoing Music and Entertainment
• Climbing Wall, Canoe,
Kayak, Archery Demos
• Fishing Clinics, Pond Study
• Inflatable Bouncers
• In conjunction with the Credit
River Antique Tractor Show

Fun for All • Free Event
Co-sponsored by:

ThreeRiversParks.org • 763.694.7778

Fishing Camps
Civil War Camp
Hooked on Golf Lessons
Outdoor Skills Camps
Archery Camps
Golf Lesson Leagues
and lots more
Camps vary by location
763.559.6700 • ThreeRiversParks.org

Page 12 Scott County SCENE June/July 2016

event calendar
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK
FAMILY KAYAKING
Create memories of fun on the water.
Learn kayaking safety and proper
paddling techniques while touring Cedar
Lake. Equipment provided. Reservations
required by two days prior. $20. Ages: 8+.
June 10 — Friday #347760-00
5:30–7:30 PM
June 25 — Saturday #347760-01
9–¹1 AM
August 20 — Saturday #347760-02
5–7 PM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling the fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing license
provided for class only. Reservations required
by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
June 11 — Saturday #347746-00
9–11 AM
June 17 — Friday #347746-01
5:30–7:30 PM
July 9 — Saturday #347746-02
1–3 PM
August 6 — Saturday #347746-03
1–3 PM

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Try the fast growing sport of stand-up
paddleboarding, an exciting way to explore
the water that offers a full body workout.
Equipment provided. Reservations required by
two days prior. $35. Ages: 14+.
July 2 — Saturday #347755-00
10–11:30 AM
July 22 — Friday #347755-01
5–6:30 PM
July 30 — Saturday #347755-02
10–11:30 AM

MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL
AND GRAND REOPENING
CELEBRATION
FAMILY KAYAKING

º FAMILY CANOEING
Learn safety, entering and exiting a canoe,
and paddle strokes while having fun on the
water. Equipment provided. Reservations
required by two days prior. $15. Ages: 5+.
June 11 — Saturday #347750-00
1–3 PM
July 1 — Friday #347750-01
5:30–7:30 PM
July 23 — Saturday #347750-02
1–3 PM

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
NATURAL WONDERS
Explore the natural world with your
preschooler through a story, craft and
outdoor activity. Reservations required by
two days prior. $5. Ages: 3-6; both adult
and child pay.
Pond Study
June 18 — Saturday #347701-00
10–11:30 AM
Fishing Fun
July 2 — Saturday #347701-01
1–2:30 PM
July 23 — Saturday #347701-02
10–11:30 AM

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$10. Ages: 8+.
June 18 — Saturday #347745-00
1–3 PM
July 9 — Saturday #347745-01
9–11 AM
July 30 — Saturday #347745-02
1–3 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $8. Ages: All.
June 18 — Saturday #347744-00
5–7 PM
June 25 — Saturday #347744-01
1–3 PM
July 29 — Friday #347744-02
5:30–7:30 PM

º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Canoe under the full moon. Listen for wildlife
while enjoying the night sky. Equipment
provided. Reservations required by two days
prior. $8. Ages: 5+.
June 18 — Saturday #347751-00
8–10 PM

FAMILY STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARDING
Embark on a casual paddle around the lake.
Listen and watch for wildlife. Children ages
9 and younger must ride on an adult’s board;
maximum one child per adult. Reservations
required by two days prior. $20. Ages: All.
June 25 #347757-00
July 9 #347757-01
Saturdays, 4–5:30 PM

Celebrate summer and the reopening of
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park! Enjoy music
and entertainment from the New Prague
Community Band and Concertina Club. Try
fishing, kayaking, canoeing, and archery.
Scale a climbing wall, participate in a pond
study, and burn some energy in inflatable
bouncers. Free ice cream and a celebration
of the park’s reopening at 12:30 PM. Food
concessions available. In conjunction with
the Credit River Antique Tractor Show. Free.
Ages: All.
July 16 — Saturday #347781-00
10 AM–5 PM

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Try the fast growing sport of stand-up
paddleboarding, an exciting way to explore
the water that offers a full body workout.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $35. Ages: 14+.
June 10 — Friday #344555-00
5–6:30 PM
July 1 — Friday #344555-01
5:30–7 PM
July 29 — Friday #344555-02
5:30–7 PM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling the fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing license
provided for class only. Reservations required
by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
June 11 — Saturday #344546-00
9–11 AM

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $8. Ages: All.
June 11 — Saturday #344544-00
1–3 PM
July 2 — Saturday #344544-01
9–11 AM
July 8 — Friday #344544-02
5–7 PM
July 23 — Saturday #344544-03
4–6 PM
July 30 — Saturday #344544-04
1–3 PM

PARENTS GOLF NIGHT
Play a round of golf while the kids participate
in instructor-led activities. Fees include golf
rounds for adults, activities for kids, and
pizza. Parents tee off between 5:30-6:30 PM
and can bring friends to make a foursome.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$60/two adults and one child; $18/additional
child; $13/additional adult. Ages: 6-13,
plus adult.
June 11 #344548-00
July 30 #344548-20
Saturdays, 5–8:30 PM

Create memories of fun on the water.
Learn kayaking safety and proper paddling
techniques while touring Cleary Lake.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $20. Ages: 8+.
June 17 — Friday #344560-00
5:30–7:30 PM
July 9 — Saturday #344560-01
9–11 AM
July 23 — Saturday #344560-02
9–11 AM
5:30–7:30 PM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
º GUIDED NIGHT HIKE
Test your senses at night. Learn how
nocturnal animals thrive with experiments
and activities. Reservations required by June
22. $5. Ages: All.
June 24 — Friday #343720-00
8:30–10 PM

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$10. Ages: 8+.
June 18 — Saturday #344545-00
5–7 PM
June 25 — Saturday #344545-01
9–11 AM
July 23 — Saturday #344545-02
1–3 PM
July 30 — Saturday #344545-03
9–11 AM

º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Canoe under the full moon. Listen for
wildlife while enjoying the night sky.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $8. Ages: 5+.
June 18 — Saturday #344551-00
8–10 PM

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD (SUP)
UNDER THE FULL MOON
Paddle under the light of the full moon.
Previous stand-up paddleboard experience
recommended. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$20. Ages: 14+.
June 18 — Saturday #344556-00
July 19 — Tuesday #344556-01
8:30–10 PM

º FAMILY CANOEING
Learn safety, entering and exiting a canoe,
and paddle strokes while having fun on the
water. Equipment provided. Reservations
required by two days prior. $15. Ages: 5+.
June 25 — Saturday #344550-00
1–3 PM
July 2 — Saturday #344550-01
1–3 PM
July 22 — Friday #344550-02
5:30–7:30 PM

FAMILY STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARDING
Embark on a casual paddle around the lake.
Listen and watch for wildlife. Children ages 9
and younger must ride on an adult’s board;
maximum one child per adult. Reservations
required by two days prior. $20. Ages: All.
July 2 — Saturday #344557-00
4–5:30 PM
10–11:30 AM

SURVIVAL SKILLS
Leave the adults at home and learn basic
survival techniques like building shelters and
fires. Reservations required by two days prior.
$5. Ages: 8-17.
July 9 — Saturday #344549-00
1–3 PM

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–4:30 PM
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the basis
of financial need and funds available.
Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine.
If a program is canceled by park staff,
you will be notified and a full refund or
credit will be issued upon your request.

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Learn about food sources,
emotions, rockets at 4-H camps
Farm to Table Cooking
Do you know where your food comes
from? No, not the grocery store! We
will spend the week exploring farms
and gardens while learning some fun
new healthy recipes filled with fresh
foods.

Recipes will depend on what is in
season and available at the Farmer’s
Market. We’ll be making fresh fruit
salads, hamburgers with all the fixings,
extreme omelets, and some fun
activities with ingredient challenges to
find and make your own team recipes.
Please let us know of any allergies at
registration. Bring an apron, and if you
have long hair, please pull it back.
Monday through Thursday, June
13 - 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at
Red Oak Elementary in Shakopee.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education.
Charlotte’s Web (for those entering
grades 1 – 6)
Charlotte and Wilbur know there is
more to the Fair than some pigs! 4-H
members know too, and many spend
months preparing for the County Fair.
In this camp, you’ll experience what
happens before those last few days at
the Fair. Each day, you will explore a
different project area, including animal
science, food and nutrition, arts and
crafts, and entomology. At the end of
the week, you will be able to pick one
project to enter at the Scott County Fair
and receive a 4-H Adventure Ribbon!
Attendance at the Scott County Fair is
not required and is not included in the
course fee. A healthy snack will be
provided at each session.
Monday through Thursday, July 11 14 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at Jackson
Elementary in Shakopee. Register
through Shakopee Community
Education.
Inside Out (Emotions)
Do you know how your emotions
control your behavior? Join 4-H friends
to explore our joy, anger, happiness,
fear, and other emotions. We will
discover our triggers of emotions
through games, yoga, snacks, crafts,
and science experiments. Healthy snack
provided.

Training offered for
summer day camp
counselors

Do you have a special talent, an interesting hobby, or a creepy crawly pet?
If so, then Scott County 4-H has a role
for you! We are looking for responsible
6th to 12th graders that would like to
help lead crafts, activities, games, and
songs at the different adventures being
held this summer. All camps are free
for you, and you’re able to make all the
crafts the younger kids are making.
Summer day camp counselor training will be held on Tuesday, June 14
from 5:30 – 6:45 p.m. at the Scott County Extension Office in Jordan. We will
look at summer lessons and dates. (Other training opportunities will be held as
needed.) Pizza and beverages will be
served. Contact Sara or Katie at (952)
492-5410, or e-mail dunc0088@umn.
edu for more information or to register
for training.
This is open to all 6th to 12th graders
in Scott County. You do not need to be
in 4-H.

Monday through Thursday, July
11 - 14 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Jackson
Elementary in Shakopee. Register
through Shakopee Community
Education.

3-2-1… Blast Off (for those entering
grade 1-6)
Are you interested in learning more
about rockets, space, and how things
fly? Join 4-H for the mini day camp all
about flight and rockets.
• Monday -- we explore how
rockets move and the parts of a
simple rocket
• Tuesday -- we explore outer
space and gravity
• Wednesday -- we examine
flight of gliders
• Thursday -- we construct a
model rocket and launch the
rocket at the end of the session.
Join 4-H and the University of
Minnesota Extension for this
affordable, fun camp! Healthy snack
provided/made each day.
Monday through Thursday, August
1 - 4 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Jackson
Elementary in Shakopee. Register
through Shakopee Community
Education
Prepare for the Fair with
Entomology with 4-H
There’s more to the County Fair than
cows and cooking! 4-H members
spend many months preparing for
the County Fair. In this camp, you’ll
experience first-hand what happens
those last few days before the Fair.
Each day, you will explore a different
project area, including animal science,
food and nutrition, arts and crafts, and
entomology. At the end of the week,
you will be able to pick one project
to enter and the Scott County Fair
and receive a 4-H Adventure Ribbon.
Attendance at the Scott County Fair is
not required and is not included in the
course fee. You may attend the Fair
with your family at any time during
regular fair hours to see your project
displayed. (There is an entrance fee to
attend the Fair.)
Monday through Thursday, June
27 - 30 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at
Grainwood Elementary in Prior Lake.
Register through Prior Lake – Savage
Community Education.
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4-H foodstand helps build leadership

By Katie Schneider, Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator
This year, as you make your way onto the Scott County Fairgrounds, you will
notice a brand new 4-H Foodstand fully furnished with new equipment. The most
important asset to the 4-H Foodstand is the life skills developed by the youth working in the stand. Youth work the five days of Fair to help raise money that will be
awarded as scholarships for youth leadership retreats, State Fair trips, and continuing education within their project area.
Youth hold a variety of responsibilities in the Foodstand. Young people learn to
greet customers, count back change, help with meal prep, hold conversations, ask
for help, and build leadership skills that will last them a lifetime. Teaching youth to
work in a group, while learning from their adult mentors, is a great way to set them
up for success as they enter the workforce as teens and into adulthood.
4-H is so much more than animals and the County Fair. It has the ability to help
shape youth into young adults and set them up for success. As you make your way
out to the “Five Best Days of Summer,” make sure you swing by the 4-H Foodstand
to ask youth how 4-H has helped them, and don’t forget to try one of our famous
malts! We would like to take this opportunity to thank Rahr Malting Corporation,
the Fair Board, the Scott County Ag Society, Siwek Lumber, and additional sponsors for their contributions to the new Foodstand.

4-H offers youth learning,
leadership opportunities

Every summer, over 450 Scott County 4-H members attend the County Fair
in hopes of walking away with a blue
ribbon. Not only does Scott County
4-H have kids that are earning these
blue ribbons, but we also have a blue
ribbon youth development program!
4-H Youth Development, the oldest
and largest publicly funded youth development organization, advances the
process of growing up and developing
one’s abilities in positive ways. 4-H
believes there is a richness and mutual
benefit in quality relationships shared
between youth and caring adults along
with peers and families; in just Scott
County alone, 4-H reaches over 5,000
youth through various programs.
The 4-H program offers opportunities to develop life skills in leadership,
career exploration, communications,
technology, and much more. The 4-H
program promotes life skills using the
“4-Hs” -- head, heart, hands, and health.
4-H uses a unique “learn by doing”
youth development model, which allows youth to design and participate in
their own programs and activities, reflect on the process, draw conclusions,
and relate the learning to future experi-

ences in their lives. This process helps
youth develop essential, transferable
life skills that they’ll use throughout
their lives, such as problem solving, decision making, coping, communicating,
and responding to the needs of others.
No matter what interests your child,
4-H has the project area for everyone!
Today’s project areas include the traditional and still popular animal science
projects that are most associated with
4-H. But 4-H youth also work on cutting-edge technology projects, such as
robotics, GPS, GIS, and video production, environmental projects, and community service projects.
The 4-H program teaches youth how
to work with others, problem solve,
speak in public, travel to new places,
experience new situations, become a
leader, and -- most of all -- have fun!
4-H offers programming for youth in
kindergarten through one year past high
school. The Scott County 4-H Program
offers 4-H clubs throughout all of Scott
County. To find out how to start or join
a 4-H club in your area, or for more information on 4-H, call Katie at the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 4925384. Enrollment is open all year.

4-H offers positive out-of-school programs
Summertime… and the living is
easy. Well, maybe not for everyone
-- many parents of school-age children
are frantically looking for positive outof-school time options for their kids to
occupy their summer hours. Out-ofschool time programs for kids can have
strong positive effects on children’s academic, social, and emotional lives. The
National Institute on Out of School
Time says that this is especially true for
students whose personal circumstances
put them at higher risk of school failure. Some research even suggests that
what students do during their out-ofschool time hours has as much bearing
on their success as what they do during
the school days.
This is why it is so important to get
your children involved in programming
that will make a lasting impact on their
lives. The 4-H Program offers kids to
be involved in a community of young
people across America who are learning
leadership, citizenship, and life skills.
This summer, the University of Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H
Youth Development Program has a huge

Youth participated in a 4-H Design Engineering program.

menu of events for all children in Scott
County. Programs will be taking place
in several sites in Jordan, Belle Plaine,
New Prague, Prior Lake, and Shakopee. You do not need to a 4-H member
to attend any of the events; all programs
are open to all families throughout the

County. Call the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410 or e-mail
Sara Wagner at dunc0088@umn.edu or
Katie Schneider at schne616@umn.edu
with questions on any 4-H events, or to
learn about becoming a 4-H member or
an adult volunteer.
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Addressing the use of illegal drugs
Clearly, drugs are still a problem.
• In 2013, the Scott County Attorney’s Office filed a total of 224 adult
criminal files directly involving drugs.
• In 2015, the Scott County number almost doubled to 410. The drugs of
choice are methamphetamine (meth), heroin, cocaine, and marijuana.
• In 2015, the Violent Crime Enforcement Teams in the state seized 18
pounds of heroin, a 125 percent increase from 2011.

With heroin, it’s not so much the amount as it is heroin’s lethality. Over the last
few weeks, prior to mid-March 2016, heroin was responsible for seven deaths and
more than a dozen non-fatal overdoses statewide. While the laws passed in 2005
limited access to the ingredients needed to manufacture meth -- and resulted in the number of meth
labs, arrests, and overdoses to initially decrease -this didn’t last. The supply of meth now comes from
Mexico, and it is five times as pure as the previous locally made meth. In fact, the year 2014 saw a record
number of Twin Cities meth users getting treatment.
Scott County is doing several things to combat
this drug problem. In 2005, in an effort to identify,
educate, prevent, and control the meth problem in
Scott County, the Scott County Meth Task Force was
formed. It was a collaborative effort of public and private
agencies to combat meth. Due to the drug issue not abating
and the influx of other drugs (primarily heroin), it was decided
to rebrand the Meth Task Force as the Scott County Drug
Prevention Task Force.
I hired Kathy Welter as a Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator to lead the Task Force to continue our efforts in Scott
County. Our new website can be found at ChooseNotToUse.
org. Our mission is to identify, educate, prevent, and control
illegal drug use and other hazardous conduct, and reduce the
Kathy Welter
impact of these activities on the community.
Additionally, in partnership with the judiciary, law enforcement, Health and Human Services, Community Corrections, and the Public Defender’s Office, we are
in the planning stage of starting a Drug Court. Given the increase in drug crime,
not only in Scott County but nationwide, it is clear additional tools are necessary.
Drug Courts embrace proven practices developed over 25 years of experience
and research. They improve the outcomes for drug-abusing offenders by combining evidence-based substance abuse treatment with strict behavioral accountability.
The goal is to reduce repeat offenses, save lives, lessen collateral damage of addiction, and mitigate the effects on families and communities. Drug Court will hold
addicts accountable in the criminal justice system while promoting self-sufficiency.
It will empower addicts to take charge of their own recovery and become productive, responsible members of their family and community.
Addiction is often accompanied by other factors, such as mental health issues,
that can undermine rehabilitation. Regular criminal courts are not suited to provide
the mental health intensive services required to effectively help these individuals.
Drug Courts are able to provide the available services and resources to assist these
individuals in their recovery. Drug courts are designed to assist the high-risk/highneed offenders who are addicts. The drug dealers and violent drug offenders will
not be allowed into drug court and will be dealt with in regular criminal court. It
is hoped that drug court will be up and running in Scott County in the early fall.
With the implementation of the Scott County Drug Prevention Task Force, and
ChooseNotToUse.org, along with starting a Drug Court, Scott County is taking a
very active approach in confronting the drug issue. If you would like more information on the Task Force and how you might be able to get involved and make a
difference, please go to ChooseNotToUse.org and contact Kathy at (952)239-6885
or via e-mail at kwelter@co.scott.mn.us.

ChooseNotToUse and the Scott County
Drug Prevention Task Force to host

Tee It Up for the Task Force
Golf Tournament

Friday, September 9
Stonebrooke Golf Club in Shakopee
8:30 a.m. shotgun start

Hole prizes (including a car lease sponsored by Wolf
Motors in Jordan), lunch, drawings, and live auction

Visit www.ChooseNotToUse.org or www.
Stonebrooke.com and click “event registration”

Space is limited
For more information or to make a donation,
contact Kathy Welter at (952) 239-6885

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Practice safe trailer
towing, loading of animals
Towing a trailer is a common practice for area livestock owners during
County Fair season. Livestock trailers
are also used regularly to move farm
animals between locations and processing plants.
To safely tow a livestock trailer,
your truck must be capable of towing
the weight of the trailer plus the added
weight of the livestock. Check with the
manufacturer to determine the Gross
Combined Vehicle Weight (GCVW),
which includes the tow vehicle’s weight
plus the loaded trailer weight. The
GCVW rating can be located in the vehicle’s serial number or in the operator’s
manual. When calculating the weight,
remember to include the weight for fuel,
passengers, and cargo.
The manual for the trailer should
specify a maximum tongue weight—
the amount of the trailer’s weight that
presses down on the truck’s trailer hitch
when using a bumper pull trailer or the
truck’s bed when using a gooseneck
trailer. The majority of the weight (85
to 90 percent) should be carried over the
axles so that only 10 to 15 percent of the
weight is carried on the tongue.
Before using a livestock trailer, check
both the truck and the trailer to ensure
they are in good working condition. In
addition, take the following actions:
Latches and safety chains: Double
check the latches and the safety chains
and cables between the truck and trailer
to make sure they are fastened securely.
Make sure you are using a ball that is
the correct size for the trailer.
Trailer brakes: Inspect the breakaway cable or brake system. Manufacturers recommend that any trailer exceeding 1,000 lb. have its own brake
system, but you should also check state
regulations regarding brake system
requirements.
Wheel bearings: Repack the wheel
bearings on a regular basis and replace
as necessary.
Electric wiring and connections:
Make sure all wiring is in good condition. Trailer connectors should match
the truck connectors. Check to make
sure that all the lights (brake light, turn
signals, and tail lights) on both the truck
and the trailer are working. Make sure
the electrical connection is securely
plugged into the truck.
Tires: Examine the tires for signs
of dry rot, wear, or damage, and make
sure that all tires -- including the spare
and inside dual tires -- have the correct
air pressure. Consider replacing tires at
least every five years, regardless of use.
Lug nuts: Inspect the lug nuts
regularly to ensure they are properly
tightened.
Trailer: Inspect the trailer floor to
make sure it is sturdy and clean. If more
traction is needed, install rubber matting. Consider replacing floor boards
that are showing signs of wear or rot.
Battery: If you use battery-powered
accessories, ensure that your emergency
battery is charged and ready for use.
Brake controllers: Test your brake
controllers and make adjustments as
needed depending on the weight of your
trailer.
• The first step in testing your electric
brakes is to locate the controller or
adjustor, which is typically located
beneath the instrument panel on
the tow vehicle. The controller
has an adjustment button (+ or -)
and sliding lever. You may need
to use the controller to increase
braking power (+) for heavier loads
or decrease braking power (-) for
lighter loads.
• Once you have located the

Know how to safely load and tow
livestock.
controller, slowly move forward
on a level surface and shift the tow
vehicle transmission to neutral.
Use the slide lever on the brake
controller to bring the load to a stop
using the trailer brakes.
• If the trailer brakes cause the
truck to jerk, your trailer brakes
are adjusted too high. Lower the
braking power on the trailer until
the trailer comes to a smooth stop.
If the truck and loaded trailer do not
slow to a stop, the brake controller
must be adjusted to a higher level.
Loading animals into a trailer can
sometimes be a frustrating task, but
there are steps you can take to make the
task safer and, ideally, easier. For example, lower the back of the trailer as
much as possible so that animals may
step into the trailer without having to
step up. Remember to be patient and
calm during the loading process so that
you do not scare or stress the animals.
Additional recommendations include
the following:
Weight distribution: When using a
bumper pull trailer, place the heaviest
animals in the front of the axles. Load
older and larger animals first, followed
by younger and smaller animals.
Ties: When tying animals in the
trailer, use slip knots and tie securely at
head height in the trailer.
Visibility: Make sure animals can
see you when you enter and exit the
trailer, when you are in the trailer, and
when you tie or untie them.
Squeeze and pinch points: Remain
alert to the danger of being pinned between animals and trailer sides and being pinched by the trailer gate.
Gates: Once the animals are loaded
into the trailer, quickly close the gates
and ensure that they are secure.
Protrusions: Inspect the trailer for
broken or sharp objects protruding into
the trailer. These items should be repaired immediately to prevent an injury
to an animal or operator.
When driving on any roadway, always maintain a safe speed, keep your
headlights on, and stay alert. Your braking time increases when you are towing
a full trailer, so maintain a safe distance
from the vehicle in front of you and
leave adequate room to stop. Plan your
travel time carefully, and be aware that
weather can cause delays by impacting
road conditions and animal comfort.
Do not lock the trailer when you are
transporting animals. In the event of an
emergency, rescue workers will be able
to more quickly gain access to an unlocked trailer. For your animals’ safety,
do not allow them to hang their heads
out of the trailer, where they could be
injured by flying objects.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Build an emergency supply kit

Editor’s Note: Former Emergency Management Director Adam Pirri has
been selected to serve as the County’s Chief Deputy by newly appointed Scott
County Sheriff Luke Hennen. Former Patrol Sergeant Scott Haas has been
named the new Emergency Management and Communications Director.

Scott County Captain Doug Schnurr stands inside an empty double
bunk cell at the Scott County jail. It includes plain walls and floor, a
small, stainless steel sink and toilet, metal bunks with thin mattresses,
and a metal desk/table and bench seat. A narrow window with opaque
glass -- which would not allow an inmate to crawl through -- lets in
some diffused light from outside during the day.

County Jail

From page 1

choose to remain in their housing pods.
However, they must all help clean their
housing pods and keep their cells tidy.
Inmates spend a good amount of time
in their single or double cells, but they
can also move around their housing pod
where they typically eat, play cards, or
watch television. The Scott County Library brings in carts of new books every
two weeks for inmates to read -- and for
those who behave -- there are opportunities for time in the gym, Alcoholics
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous
programs, Bible study, religious services, and limited parenting and financial
education classes.
“We don’t have a lot of programming at the jail, simply because the
average stay is about 26 days for sentenced inmates and 11 days for those
who have been arrested but have not
been sentenced yet. It makes it difficult
to do good programming when the population isn’t stable,” said Schnurr, who
has been managing the jail since January 2012.
Most inmates come in when they get
booked following an arrest. Many stay
until their first court appearance and
then may be able to post bail or get out
on their own recognizance. Others may
stay in the jail until and throughout their
trials. If they are sentenced to serve one
year or less, they remain at the Scott
County Jail. Those with longer sentences are sent to state prisons.
Some inmates who meet specific
eligibility standards and are considered
a low risk to public safety are able to
spend part of their days outside the jail
under the work release program. Inmates can work 40 hours a week, plus
they have additional time for travel to
and from their jobs. Supervisors at their
job sites must verify their schedules, and
estimated travel times (depending upon
the job location) are included when it is
determined when an inmate can check
out and must check back in from work.
Allowing some inmates to work provides them with an opportunity to keep
their jobs and pay for other expenses.
The money they earn must pay courtordered child support, restitution, court
fines, and the “pay to stay” rate of $20
per day charged to all inmates.
“We do revenue recapture whenever
possible, but of course some people in
this population have no resources,” said
Schnurr. He said the daily cost of keeping someone in jail was $135 per day
in 2015.
For those inmates who don’t work
outside of the jail, they typically don’t

see many people from the “outside” in
person. Video visitations are allowed
four days a week during set hours. The
inmates usually remain in their housing pods where they use a station with
a camera and microphone to talk to visitors who are seated at a similar station
near the jail entrance.
Inmates are allowed to have ten approved “visitors” on their list, and only
those people are permitted to visit. Occasionally, they can have visits in a private
booth through clear glass, but Schnurr
said those are usually reserved for private attorney/client or psychiatrist/patient visits. For humanitarian reasons,
they may allow an inmate’s children to
have a contact visit with them before
they are sent to prison; determinations
are made on an individual basis, often
based on the inmate’s behavior.
Schnurr said they are hoping to have
technology available in the future which
will allow inmates to visit with approved visitors who do not have to be
on the premises. However, all inmate
phone calls are recorded and the same
rule would apply if they were communicating through a video service.
The jail has a health clinic staffed by
nurses. A medical doctor is also available, as well as a psychiatrist and dentist
who provide some services.
The complement of jail staff is 44,
which isn’t alway full because of attrition and the need to train before new
employees can work by themselves.
The job description says you need a
high school diploma, but most of the individuals hired recently have four-year
degrees in criminal justice and want careers as corrections and probation officers, said Schnurr.
A jail reentry coordinator is being
proposed to assist people going back
into the community. “Many people need
help with treatment, housing, and employment,” said Schnurr. “Once their
sentence is served, they often have no
money and nowhere to live, and many
don’t know where to start. The coordinator could provide them with guidance
and support.”
He said some other counties have
reduced recidivism by providing some
additional assistance to exiting inmates.
Schnurr said a proposed drug court that
would refer some lawbreakers with addictions to intensive programming and
supervision could also result in better
outcomes than incarceration. The County Board is expected to make a decision
on the drug court soon.

We’re lucky to live in an age where you can dial three numbers -- 911 -- and
help will be on its way immediately, often arriving within minutes. Our emergency
communications system is effective in almost any circumstance one can imagine,
but what happens if we are struck by a major disaster that causes your power to go
out and your cell phone battery to die? Scott County is prone to flash flooding, tornadoes, landslides, and blizzards, and each of these events has the potential to limit
or eliminate a citizens’ access to 911. The disasters themselves could also lengthen
the response time for police, fire, or emergency medical services. In the worst situations, you may be on your own for hours or even days after a disaster.
This spring, areas around Houston, Texas saw historic flooding that stranded
motorists and homeowners throughout the area. Many disaster victims lost basic
services such as electricity, running water, and communications when 17 inches of
rain fell in 24 hours causing water levels to rise as high as the top of cars and turned
parking lots into lakes.
Many residents were forced to shelter in place for days as the lack of electricity
ruined any food in their refrigerators or freezers, and drained their cell phone batteries. Like we’ve seen in so many past disasters like Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy,
ordinary citizens came together to assist their neighbors and friends while public
safety was assessing and prioritizing their response efforts.
What happened in Houston this spring is a good example of why we encourage
our citizens to make an emergency supply kit. Think of an emergency supply kit in
the same way you think of an insurance policy; you hope the day never comes when
you need it, but if that day does come you’ll be glad you have it. Your emergency
supply kit can help you sustain yourself and your family for days after a disaster.
A basic emergency supply kit could include the following recommended
items:
• Water: One gallon of water per person per day for at least three days for
drinking and sanitation.
• Food: At least a three-day supply of non-perishable food.
• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA weather radio
with tone alert and extra batteries for both.
• Flashlight and extra batteries.
• First aid kit, including any medications members of your family may be
on.
• Whistle to signal for help.
• Dust mask: To help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct
tape to shelter-in-place.
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation.
• Wrench or plier to turn off utilities.
• Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food).
• Cell phone with chargers.
• Copies of important documents such as driver’s licenses, birth
certificates, insurance policies, and financial information.
Everyone should have some basic supplies on hand in order to survive for at
least three days if an emergency occurs. When looking at the list above, it is important that individuals review this list and consider the unique needs of their family
in order to create an emergency supply kit that will meet those needs. Make sure
you are considering members of your family who may have special needs, as well
as any pets you may have. Chances are you already have many of the essentials for
a disaster kit.
Luckily, disasters don’t happen frequently, but because of this many people don’t
believe they could ever be a disaster victim. Hopefully that is the case and you will
never find yourself as a victim of a disaster, but if that situation ever does present
itself, you will be happy that you invested 10 to 15 minutes into preparing for it.

Page 16 Scott County SCENE June/July 2016

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News you
can use...
The Scott County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) would like to be a little
more relevant to you and your neighbors by bringing
you SCALE “news you can use” – updates on road
projects, local events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might want to know
– such as how your tax dollars are being put to use.
Watch this page for current and future information
from us and our many SCALE partners!

From the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District

Volunteers keep debris out of lake

Welcoming the first sunny day in over a week, more
than 45 volunteers participated in a “rake for the lake”
to prevent leaves and other debris from polluting Prior
Lake on May Day. The event took place at Sand Point
Beach Park and was a joint effort of the City of Prior
Lake and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District. Volunteers of all ages were spread out over several acres and successfully raked up over 3100 pounds of
leaves and debris. Leaves and other organic debris can
be carried by stormwater into water bodies. Organic
debris turns into phosphorus—a favorite food of algae.
Severe algal blooms can impact recreation, wildlife,
and property values.
After the clean-up, volunteers were treated to lunch
and door prizes. The next clean-up will be at the same
location on Sunday, October 30 from 9:30-12 noon.

Shakopee city officials broke ground for their
community center remodeling project and ice
arena addition.

a multi-purpose room and indoor playground. In June,
the front desk will be temporarily relocated and Parks
and Recreation staff will be moved to temporary office locations at the Community Center and other city
buildings.
The ice arena is expected to be completed in December, with the Community Center work continuing through June 2017. Project timeline, updates, and
photos are posted online at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
ccimprovements.

Huber Park Performance and
Events Series features free
entertainment

Music and family entertainment return to the riverfront this summer at Shakopee’s annual Huber Park
Performance and Events Series. Sponsored by the
Parks and Recreation Department, the series features
free family fun Thursdays and select Saturdays through
August. Entertainment includes the concerts, comedy
shows, magicians, movies in the park, and more. All
events take place at Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N.,
Shakopee. Find a calendar of events at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/calendar.

Volunteers raked up 3,100 pounds of leaves and
debris during the “Rake for the Lake” event.

Volunteers needed to
map lake vegetation

As valued and well-used as Prior Lake and Spring
Lake are, there is still much mystery below the surface.
In 2013, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) started using a program called BioBase, an automated vegetation mapping program, to
determine how lake vegetation is changing over time.
BioBase uses sonar to detect a lake’s depth, bottom
hardness, and vegetation density. With this information, the PLSLWD can track the location of the invasive plants as well as healthy native plants that promote fisheries, wildlife, and water clarity.
This project cannot be sustained by the PLSLWD
staff alone and counts on the local community to continue taking an active interest in figuring out how to
keep our lakes healthy. The PLSLWD is looking for
more volunteers with boats for the 2016 season. If you
are interested in helping us learn more about vegetation within our lakes, please contact Sarah Mielke at
PLSLWD at (612) 361-3295 or smielke@plslwd.org.
To learn more about this program, watch our website
for the BioBase report that will be coming out midJune this year.

From Shakopee:

City breaks ground on Ice
Arena, Community Center
improvements

Construction has started on the new Shakopee Ice
Arena and Community Center remodeling.
This spring, crews have been grading and preparing the ice arena site, as well as constructing a new
parking lot west of the facility. Inside the Community
Center, the former fitness area is being converted into

Have fun in the sun at
SandVenture Aquatic Park

Get ready to dive into Shakopee’s unique sandbottomed pool when SandVenture Aquatic Park opens
Saturday, June 4. The beach-front pool, water slides,
diving board, and concessions will be open from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily with special events throughout the
summer. The pool also hosts swimming lessons, group
rentals, and more. Purchase an individual or family
membership and visit the park as often as you want.
Learn more at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/sandventure.

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:

Cultivating better nutrition
nationwide, SMSC bolsters
Seeds of Native Health program
The Notah Begay III (NB3) Foundation recently
announced its 2016 Seeds of Native Health Capacity Building grantees and Promising Program grantees. The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community’s
support of the Seeds of Native Health nutrition philanthropy campaign made the program possible.
The focus of the $5 million, two-year campaign is
to improve Native nutritional health through grantmaking, education, and research. Launched in March
2015, Seeds of Native Health has already achieved
and exceeded its many charitable and public relations
goals, such as spreading the word about the SMSC’s
giving efforts.
“Native American tribes are in the best position to
improve the health of their own people,” said Community member and Seeds of Native Health Chair Lori
K. Watso. “Funding and technical assistance through
these grants will help tribes develop their own nutritional health strategies.”

The NB3 Foundation is awarding 11 grants to Native American tribes and native-led organizations
working to improve nutrition and access to healthy
foods for their children and communities. Combined
with grants awarded in 2015, the SMSC and NB3
Foundation partnership has funded 25 projects in Indian Country to improve Native nutrition.
Community member Lori K. Watso will continue
to represent and lead Seeds of Native Health. When
she was on the SMSC Business Council, Watso was
the designated liaison for the philanthropic campaign
aimed at addressing the health crisis in Indian Country.
Watso now holds the newly-created volunteer position
of “Seeds of Native Health chair.”
Watso will be the public face of the campaign.
She will be a spokesperson and ambassador involved
in planning, oversight, and other activities. This new
position will allow the SMSC to remain active in
the campaign’s success and as a major philanthropic
benefactor in Minnesota and Indian Country overall.
Visit seedsofnativehealth.org for the latest news and
updates.

Extension educators
collaborate to teach
nutrition, budget
classes

Personal financial education and Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Education programming go together like lettuce and tomato. Lessons in personal finance enhance the way SNAP recipients manage their households by giving them tools
and strategies to maximize making healthy decisions
around food and money.
In February 2016, SNAP-Ed Educator Gloria Wolf
and Financial Capability Educator Shawna Faith
Thompson began partnering to bring a new class to
SNAP participants in Carver and Scott Counties. Titled “The Smart Shopper,” this class is based on the
SNAP-Ed curriculum for English Language Learners
(ELL) and focuses on nutrition, meal planning, and
budgeting skills to stretch SNAP dollars. Taught by
Shawna, the newly added budgeting class strives to introduce budgeting concepts to help participants make
informed decisions and save money at the grocery
store and at home.
The first group of “Smart Shopper” classes was
taught to women registered in the Parent, Adult, and
Child Education (PACE) Literacy Program in Shakopee. Participants learned about making a budget plan,
coupon clipping, shopping with a list, and the value of
tracking what they spend. They also learned the difference between wants and needs. The women were
very engaged and the classes were well received by
both the ELL teachers and participants. One woman
shared the information with her husband, and they had
a discussion about the family finances together. Gloria
and Shawna will continue to deliver these classes in
partnership going forward.
Snap-Ed overview: University of Minnesota’s
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed) team helps low-income individuals
and families who are eligible for SNAP benefits or
other federal assistance programs.
Financial Capability overview: University of
Minnesota Extension educators provide personal finance education to low income individuals and families, as well as employees at community organizations and other institutions throughout the state. Learn
more here: http://www.extension.umn.edu/family/
personal-finance/about/.
Contact us to discuss how you might collaborate
across programs this year or next! Shawna can be
reached at (952) 492-5383 or via e-mail at shawnaft@
umn.edu. Also visit http://www.extension.umn.edu/
family/personal-finance/ for additional information.
Contributors to this article include Sharmyn Phipps
and Gloria Wolf, SNAP-Ed educators, and Sarah Louise Butler and Shawna Faith Thompson, ﬁnancial empowerment educators.
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News from the Law Library

No legal advice, but resources
plentiful at County law library
You may have a simple legal question (if there is such a thing) and can’t
afford or simply do not want to pay an
attorney for legal advice, what do you
do? What can the Law Library do for
you? Law librarians cannot offer you legal advice, but we can usually point you
in the right direction, help you access
statutes, court rules, simple court forms,
find court cases on a particular topic, offer access to legal databases (Westlaw),
or refer you to someone who can offer
you legal advice.
Both the Law Library and the Scott
County Public Libraries have a collection of NOLO published legal books
written in easy-to-understand lay terms
that are available for check out. For
forms only questions, we recommend
you call the Minnesota Self-Help Center Attorneys at (651) 259-3888. They
are available Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tell them what court
form you need or are trying to fill out,
and they should be able to assist. Minnesota Court forms and instructions are
found at www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp.
Click on “Help Topics” to get started.
If you are in a situation that requires
legal advice, there are some free options
available. Most agencies/organizations
have income eligibility requirements
for assistance. Volunteer Lawyers
Network (VLN) offers a phone service
and sometimes partial or full representation. You can reach them at (612) 7526677, or you can visit their website at
https://www.vlnmn.org/.
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS) provides free
legal help to low-income people in the
Scott County area. SMRLS can assist
eligible clients with family law problems, unemployment and government
benefits, housing, senior issues, education, immigration problems, and more.

SMRLS screeners will let you know if
you are eligible for SMRLS’ services
and SMRLS now offers some clinics
at the Shakopee Library. To contact
SMRLS, call 1 (888) 575-2954. More
information about SMRLS can be found
on their website at http://www.smrls.
org/#.

LawHelpMN.org is another good
resource. LawHelp MN.org offers easyto-understand “Fact Sheets” about most
legal issues. These (usually one page)
informational sheets give an overview
with recommendations on how to proceed in the court system. LawHelpMn.
org also offers Minnesota Legal Advice
Online (MLAO), which offers free advice. Volunteer attorneys answer legal
questions over the internet. You must
be low income, be at least 14 years old,
and meet other rules to use MLAO. Go
to www.MNLegalAdvice.org to see if
you qualify- See more at:
The Minnesota State Law Library
has compiled a list of legal referrals for
each county. Scott County can be found
at http://mn.gov/law-library/researchlinks/legal-referrals/legal-referrals-bycounty.jsp.
Most legal issues are not as simple
as they first appear. Many require the legal expertise of a lawyer. Most lawyers
will tell you up front what their fees
are and what services they offer. The
Minnesota State Bar Association has
a lawyer referral program on their website at http://www.mnbar.org/memberdirectory/find-a-lawyer that can assist
you in finding a lawyer nearby or one
that practices a special area of law.
The Law Library is still a good place
to start when you have a legal question.
We can’t give you legal advice, but we
can refer you to legal resources and
agencies that just might help.

HHW operations continue;
pesticide collection planned
Plans are continuing to move forward for a much-needed expansion of
the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility this fall
and winter. The HHW program has
seen increasing levels of participation each year since its inception back
in 1992. Moreover, the HHW Facility
has continued to serve growing numbers of residents and local businesses
every year since opening in 2001. This
proposed expansion will allow Scott
County HHW staff to serve our residents better, and in a safer and more efficient manner. Unfortunately, portions
of these expansion plans will result in
temporary closures of the HHW Facility later this year. We will continue to
provide the latest scheduling information through our HHW website over the
coming months (www.scottcountymn.
gov/HHW). Please check that website
for the latest HHW Facility construction
schedules as fall approaches before you
drive out to the facility.
The Scott County HHW program
also serves local businesses through
our Very Small Quantity Generator
(VSQG) program. For example, on the
first Tuesday of most months, we collect fluorescent bulbs from local small
businesses for recycling, along with
used electronics, appliances, latex paint,
and batteries. Please note that the July
Business Bulb Collection event will not
be held this summer due to the Indepen-

Due to remodeling, there will be
intermittent closures of the HHW
Facility this fall, so please check the
website before driving out.

dence Day holiday.
And here is another important piece
of good news: We will also be holding
a “one-day” pesticide collection for local farmers and small businesses on
Monday, Aug. 15, from 10 a.m. through
2 p.m. at the HHW Facility. This free
collection is a great way to dispose of
old or unwanted pesticides, including
weed killers, insecticides, fungicides,
et cetera. Be sure to take advantage of
this opportunity, which is sponsored by
Scott County and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.
The Scott County HHW and VSQG
program would like to thank you for
your patience this year, as we work hard
to serve you and your family or business. As always, please visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov/HHW
for the latest HHW scheduling and program information.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

An honor to serve our community

As a lifelong resident of the Jordan area, I knew from an early age that I wanted
to stay in this community and serve in a way that made it a better place, not only for
my family and me, but for every person who calls Scott County home. I am honored
and excited for this opportunity to serve the citizens of Scott County as your Sheriff
and I believe that serving in this role gives me a chance to impact our community
in a positive way to make it a safer and healthier place to live and raise families.
My career at the Sheriff’s Office started as a Corrections Officer in the Scott
County Jail over 19 years ago. Since then, I have worked in many other assignments as a Deputy, Investigator, and Supervisor. All of these positions have taught
me a lot about the people who live here and the challenges that face our community.
With my experience and the combined knowledge of our dedicated staff of public
safety professionals, you can be assured that this will be a smooth transition. I look
forward to meeting many more of you as we engage in dialogue to look for creative
ways to solve problems in our community.
During my time working patrol and investigations, I learned that the Sheriff’s
Office does not work alone. The Sheriff’s Office is lucky to partner with the best
city police departments any community could wish for. Every day, these agencies
work with us to advance a common goal: To serve the citizens of Scott County
with honesty, integrity, and respect in order to earn their trust. There is no public
safety agency in Scott County that works alone; we work together to prevent crime
through teamwork, creativity, and commitment, and I am proud to be a part of that.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has been guided by both Sheriff Kevin Studnicka and Chief Deputy Dean Opatz since 2007. Through their mentorship, I hope
to sustain the mission and vision they set for the Sheriff’s Office while enhancing
that mission in any way I am able. With our public safety team of deputies, dispatchers, records personnel, corrections officers, and Emergency Management, we
will continue to embrace technology and seek out new partnerships for collaboration while working tirelessly to enhance customer service.
My wife Deborah and I firmly believe Scott County is the perfect place to raise
our two daughters, Audra and Lucille. I have witnessed Scott County change from
the rural setting I was raised in to a suburban community full of people with diverse
backgrounds and experiences. Regardless of how long you’ve lived here, it is the
job of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office to make you feel safe and secure. That is
the vision of this Office, and the foundation our past Sheriffs have provided to us as
Scott County citizens. I will maintain this vision while serving you. I promise to
work hard to earn your trust and respect in this truly humbling opportunity to serve
as your Sheriff.

Wiley’s retirement brings new
volunteer coordinator on board

When Jane Wiley became the Volunteer and Community Coordinator for
Scott County 13 years ago, the contacts
she had made and the skills she had
learned as a Scott County social worker
for 10 years were definitely an asset for
her new position. Now as she retires
from the County, her skills and contact
lists are even more extensive.
“You do get to know a lot of people
in this position, both from the public
and across County departments,” said
Wiley, whose last day on the job was
May 31.
Wiley is being replaced by Cara
Madsen, a Prior Lake resident who previously worked in volunteer management in the non-profit sector. Madsen
agrees that building relationships with
individuals and groups will be one of
her top priorities. “I’ll be doing a lot of
listening and learning,” said Madsen,
who is happy to be working within the
county she lives and plans to be out and
about recruiting volunteers.
Madsen will be carrying on the work
of Wiley, who was instrumental in organizing a variety of community events,
including the Scott County booth at the
County Fair, the Scott County Senior
Expo, the annual Scott County Volunteer Breakfast, and the county employee’s Adopt-a-Family Holiday Project.
The Volunteer and Community Coordinator also works with other county affiliated organizations like FISH (Families
and Individuals Sharing Hope).
Besides community events, Wiley
said about 60 to 65 percent percent of
her time was spent on efforts to assist
families and individuals who receive assistance from the County.
“It might be helping find volunteers

Jane Wiley

Cara Madsen

who will serve as tutors, mentors, someone who can help de-clutter a home or
assist someone with paperwork or moving. Sometimes it might be lining up
a friendly visitor for an older resident
who is homebound,” said Wiley.
She also worked with volunteers
who participate in the SAFCOM weather spotting program, Medical Reserve
Corp, Sheriff’s Reserve, and the Alcoholic Anonymous and religious services at the jail, all of whom need to be
screened before starting their positions.
Wiley said there are actually many
opportunities to volunteer for Scott
County. Individuals interested in getting
involved should visit www.scottvolunteers.com.
Wiley already has a list of volunteer activities she will be participating
in as a retiree. A Savage resident, she’s
signed up to be a Scott County volunteer driver, and she’s participating in
the SCALE (Scott County Association
for Leadership and Efficiency) 50 by 30
Task Force (an effort to have 50 percent
of the county’s workforce employed
within Scott County by 2030). She also
plans to remain active in FISH and her
church.
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SCHS features Valleyfair exhibit

Commissioners selected
to chair new Mobility
Management Board
Carver County Board Chair Jim
Ische has been selected to chair the new
Smartlink Mobility Management Advisory Board, and Scott County Commissioner Jon Ulrich has been selected Vice
Chair. Mobility management is part of
a new initiative begun by SmartLink
Transit, the Dial-A-Ride transit provider for residents of Carver and Scott
Counties.
The goal of the Smartlink Mobility
Management Initiative is to achieve a
more coordinated system across transportation modes through information,
communication, and technology. Its
focus is on forming partnerships between public and private transportation
providers.
“Scott and Carver counties currently have a joint powers agreement
for SmartLink Transit, but this Smartlink Mobility Management group goes
beyond the usual transit options,” explained SmartLink Transit Supervisor
Alan Herrmann. “Smartlink Mobility
Management will be looking to utilize
current fixed-route buses, Dial-a-Ride
programs, volunteers, taxi groups, senior building and wheelchair transportation programs, school buses, and other
options to find solutions to meet the
transportation needs of residents in the
two counties.”

The Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT), Metropolitan
Council, Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS), Scott County, and
Carver County are collaborating on the
new initiative which will have a needs
group, a provider group, and the advisory board representing the two Counties.
In their new roles, Ulrich will be appointing three city or township officials
to represent Scott County and Ische will
be appointing three city or township officials from Carver County on the Smartlink Mobility Management Advisory
Board. Each County will have a representative from Human Services and
MnDOT, Met Council, and DHS will
have representatives also. Each County
will have a citizen representative -- a
key to long term success.
Volunteer driver recruitment and retention is an integral part of the mobility
solutions that are needed in both Counties, so please -- if you have even a few
hours a week or even on the weekend
to volunteer your time -- contact Smartlink at (952) 496-8169 about becoming
a volunteer driver.
More information on SmartLink
Transit and the Dial-A-Ride, Medical
Assistance, and Volunteer Driver services it offers is available on its website
at www.smartlinktransit.com.

Child protection

vestigation takes place.
Facility investigations occur if a
suspected maltreatment report is received about child maltreatment occurring in a licensed facility such as a
licensed daycare or foster home. While
these are not as common, they do occur.
There were 11 cases in 2015.
Mandated reporters such as teachers,
child care providers, and medical professionals who report suspected abuse
or neglect must be given follow-up information so they know how the case
was resolved. County staff are not legally required to provide the same notification to non-mandatory reporters, but
the agency’s practice is that all reporters
(mandated and non-mandated) receive
follow up.
Scott County has among the lowest
rate-of-entries into foster care in Minnesota. Arntson said her staff is very good
at helping families build safety networks to keep children safe. These often involve grandparents, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and friends.
“We look at addressing child safety
concerns by clearly informing the family of the concerns and working to uncover family strengths that help keep
their children safe. Most families are
willing to do this work with the child
protection worker. Building a safety
network is critical,” said Arntson, adding that “...by forming strong relationships with parents, children, and extended families, we are able to develop
concrete safety plans that include needed family supports and holds everyone
accountable to child safety. If a family
is not following a safety plan or say
they will but don’t follow through, we
can use the courts to help secure more
safety for the child.”
However, most cases are dealt with
outside of the child protection court pro-
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X Marks the Spot: Mapping Scott
County -- Discover the wealth of
information available in maps!
Whether showing the County’s growth,
industries, dislocation of Native
peoples, recreation areas, or highways,
maps tell us much about this place we
call home. This exhibit features plat
maps (dating back to 1854), Sanborn
Insurance maps, topographic maps,
maps used in advertising and tourism,
and more! Exhibit runs through August
2016.
Valleyfair: Celebrating 40 Years of
Fun! Can you believe it’s been 40
years since our favorite amusement
park opened?
Generations
of youngsters
and the youngat-heart have
enjoyed this
local treasure.
From the
original roller
coaster, the
High Roller, to some of the latest
additions, such as Steel Venom,
Valleyfair has been a resource
for family fun for four decades. Visit
our exhibit to see fun artifacts from
Valleyfair history. Exhibit open until
October 2016.
Father’s Day Ice Cream Social,
Saturday, June 18, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
(weather permitting). Families are
invited to celebrate
Father’s Day with
an old-fashioned ice
cream social in the
Stans Garden (located
next to the Scott
County Historical
Society museum
building). Make
your own ice cream,
play old-fashioned lawn games, and
enjoy a craft activity. Cost: $5 per
person; please register in advance by
contacting the Scott County Historical
Society at (952)445-0378 or e-mailing
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Look for the Scott County Historical
Society this summer at city festivals
and the County Fair!
cess (CHIPS-Child In Need of Protection or Service).
Foster care placement is sometimes
necessary to assure child safety. Outof-home placement may be used to help
assure a child is safe from further abuse
or neglect or because a child may have a
cognitive or mental health disability that
requires specialized treatment.
When children are in foster care, staff
completes an out-of-home placement
plan that focuses on how to (a) return
the child home safely and (b) identify
an alternate permanency plan. “The goal
is always to focus on how a child can
safely return home to their family, but in
the event a child cannot return home, we
also need to work on who will be their
‘forever family,’” said Arntson.
Typically, families have up to 12
months to successfully resolve the safety
concerns and successfully reunite with
their children. Child protection workers
are required to work with parents to develop an alternative permanency plan;
someone to care for their child if reunification is not successful.
Arntson said that doesn’t happen
often.
“We have the best workers of any
county in the state in terms of their sophistication and skills. They quickly
engage families to ensure child safety
and instill hope with families. I’m really honored to work with them,” said
Arntson.

Kids can make and take historical
craft projects home from workshops.

Kids’ Historical Craft Workshops,
June 21, 22, 23, 28, and 30; July 6, 7,
12, and 19; August 9 and 11 (visit the
Scott County Library System’s website
at www.scottlib.org for times and
locations). The Scott County Historical
Society and Scott County Libraries
are teaming up this summer to present
hands-on programs for children and
families. Learn how to make your
own penny spinner, celebrate a unique
Minnesota tradition with seed art, and
turn an ordinary wooden spoon into a
spoon person toy! Free!
SCHS Silent Film Fest, Thursday,
August 11, 18, and 25. Free movies
will begin at approximately 8 p.m. (at
sundown). Join us for silent movies
in the Stans Garden Thursday nights
during the month of August! Bring a
blanket or lawn chair, pack a picnic,
and get ready to enjoy some of the
greatest hits from the silent film era!
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6
p.m. All types of handcrafters from
beginners to masters are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in June or July.
The SCHS will be closed July 2-4 for
the Independence Day weekend.
Check us out on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some
events. Call 952-445-0378, email
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or
visit www.scottcountyhistory.org for
more information. The Scott County
Historical Society is located at 235
Fuller St. S., Shakopee.

4-H auction helps youth enhance
livestock projects, leadership
As quickly as we forget the cold north
winds that blew this winter, we move
into 4-H’s busiest season -- the Scott
County Fair. When most people think
of fairs, they conjure images of Ferris
wheels, stuffed animals, and scads of
fried foods… but in Scott County, 4-H
comes first.
Fairgoers support 4-H by eating at
the Family Diner staffed by 4-Hers and
their parents who volunteer their time.
4-H also receives support from donations received through the 4-H Blue
Ribbon Livestock Auction held on Saturday afternoon of the Fair. The auction
includes poultry, rabbit, sheep, goats,
swine, and beef.
The 4-H Livestock Auction is conducted as any other auction, with the
exception of the auctioneers volunteering their time. As each 4-H exhibitor
presents his or her animal, a call for bids
is made and the action begins. The 4-H
auction is not a terminal auction, meaning the animal is not sent to market, so
the highest bidder is awarded a ribbon.
Auction bidders come into the auction
knowing that a percentage of what they
bid will benefit the Scott County 4-H
program as a whole, as well as help the

4-H exhibitor cover expenses in trying
to improve their animal quality for next
year’s project.
For decades, there have been 4-H
buyer groups set up for several of the
communities in Scott County. Currently, there are buyer groups in the Belle
Plaine, New Prague, Jordan, and Shakopee areas. These groups are able to
pool their donations in order to be able
to bid on ribbons for animals sold at a
higher cost – something that an individual might not be able to do. These community buyer groups have been actively
involved in this process since its inception. Through the efforts of these 4-H
buyer groups, Scott County 4-H is able
to provide events throughout the years,
including after-school programs, community service, and school enrichment.
The support these community buyer
groups offer to the 4-H youth organization is incredibly valuable!
We’re looking to form a buyers
group from the Prior Lake area. If you
(or someone you know) would like to
spearhead this effort, or if you would
like to become part of one of the existing
buyer groups, contact the Scott County
Extension office at (952) 492-5410.
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Remembering the United States Bicentennial

By Javier Avalos, Scott County
Historical Society Intern
Forty years ago, in 1976, the United
States celebrated its Bicentennial year –
the 200th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence and the
creation of America as an independent
nation. The Bicentennial year had many
highlights as the nation collectively put
its history at the forefront of public life.
For some, it also meant a celebration of
home and local history. In Scott County,
books on Blakeley, Shakopee, Jordan,
and Belle Plaine were written or revised
in hopes of preserving the pioneer past
for future generations. The introduction
of Blakeley Township’s Walk Through
History states as much:
“Our purpose in gathering this material is to preserve for future generations and ourselves an understanding of
the trials and hard work which our ancestors endured in order to carve Blakeley Township out of the wilderness. By
appreciating the accomplishments of
the past, we can become more aware of
our responsibilities to continue to keep
Blakeley Township the kind of place we
want it to be.”1

Similarly, the history of Jordan (as
compiled and edited by Gail Anderson)
tried to re-create the “feel” of Jordan, as
it was experienced by the people who
lived there in its early years.2
For Scott County children, the Bicentennial was an opportunity to learn
about the settler experience. For instance, at St. Wenceslaus Church in
New Prague, children participated in a
Bicentennial fair.3 The fair featured children dressed up as pioneers, a play featuring famous American figures, as well
as crafts, and the re-creation of famous
speeches in American history.4 Students
across Scott County also wrote essays
about America. One such letter read:
“The United States has given me and
many others the chance to live the life
of a free person. I feel there is no comparison for such freedom. Some people
have to be subjected to a different type
of situation with limited freedom in order to appreciate the freedom that they
now have in America. But as for me,
I love the freedom given to me by this
country.”5

In Jordan, students planted 8,000
trees around the elementary school.10
The students taught each other about
caring for plants, which were donated
to the school by the Scott County Soil
Conservationist.11 Another larger environmental initiative, promoted by Lt.
Governor Rudy Perpich, was called
“Johnny Horizon ‘76”.12 This initiative
asked citizens to help promote government and business interests alike in recognizing and acting on the “emerging
environmental conservation ethic.”13
The yearlong Bicentennial effort also
saw many businesses using patriotism
to appeal to consumers. For instance,
local grocery store Red Owl ran an ad
featuring a miniature George Washington rebelling against high prices.14 Red
Owl also offered a Bicentennial bingo
game which awarded lucky shoppers
anywhere from $1 to $1000.15 An advertisement for Berens Market in Shakopee proclaimed “We Don’t Tax Your
Budget,” with grocery workers donning colonial three-corner hats.16 Other
Bicentennial-themed ads included one
for a realtor, featuring a colonial figure
overlooking a home, and a local wedding photographer who offered a deal
if couples booked their wedding photos
before July 4.17 Meanwhile, the Shakopee Valley News allowed businesses to
buy sponsored excerpts from the historical Shakopee Argus newspaper, which
helped to highlight local issues from the
past. One such excerpt, sponsored by
the Shakopee Bicentennial Committee,
read:
“Agriculture, of course, was the
primary enterprise in the Minnesota
River Valley 100 years ago. Farmers,
like the agri-businessman of today, had
to contend with such unpredictables as
weather but there were other worries
then too. The following item was probably of as much interest to local farmers
as it was to others in the Great Plains
states: ‘Senator Ingalls, of Kansas, said
in the Senate recently that information
had been received as to the ravages of
insects in the west during the past year.
‘The actual loss from ravages of locusts,
chintz bugs, army and cotton worms exceeded $200,000,000 and from locusts
alone over $50,000,000.’”18

In addition to the excerpts featured
in the Shakopee Valley News, there was
also a special publication of the 1876
Shakopee Argus. Every article from that
year was published in its entirety and
gave readers the chance to read about
issues and life 100 years ago.19 Meanwhile, the Prior Lake American ran articles that highlighted that town’s history.
These articles included the biography of
Prior Lake’s namesake, Charles Henry
Prior, and Dr. Paul Kortsch, and thus
had a warm local feel to them.20
However, the American story is as
complex and controversial as any other.
The rural community of Blakeley Some people were tired of the Bicentendistributed a bi-centennial token.
nial celebration. An editorial published
Another Bicentennial celebration in- in the Prior Lake American in July 1976
volved 900 Girl Scouts from all over the articulated these feelings:
state gathering at the Minnesota River
“Is it unpatriotic to be glad the BicenValley Restoration Project (MVRP) to
6
tennial
is over? Is it disloyal to be sick
learn about the pioneer lifestyle. They
and
tired
of red, white and blue bunting
practiced embroidery and other needledraped
over
every supermarket display
work and toured a farm that was restored
7
and
department
store promotion? Is it
from the 1880s. The Minnesota River
un-American
to
be
turned off by ‘once
Valley Restoration Project was one of
in
a
century’
specials?
True, the Bicenseveral environmental initiatives that
tennial
has
produced
some
worthwhile
received attention during the Bicentennial year. The MVRP became the living things. Community pageants have been
history site now known as The Landing good family fun. Historical information
(formerly Murphy’s Landing).8 Maurice on the contributions of women and miStans (Shakopee native and President norities to the revolution was enlightenNixon’s Secretary of Commerce) donat- ing. Now that the hoopla is over, howeved $250,000 towards the project.9

Valleyfair entertainment included a bi-centennial musical salute in 1976.

er, will we just pack away the costumes
and tri-colored paint and play with our
17.76 gadgets?”21
Others were disillusioned by the lack
of understanding in regard to American
values, as illustrated in another newspaper editorial:
“It is a pity that so few patriotic
Americans read the Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of July. This
short document is famous all over the
world. People around the globe have
used its ideas as a base for their drive
towards independence. In the last century wherever there were czars and kings
and emperors its ideas were considered
so dangerous that many professors lost
their jobs simply for teaching it to their
students.”22
However, no matter how Americans
felt about the Bicentennial, the amount
of history that was saved and presented
to the public during that time truly embodied the spirit of ‘76. To find out more
about the Bicentennial and Scott County
history, visit the Scott County Historical Society at 235 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee, or visit us online at www.
scottcountyhistory.org.
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18
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19
Shakopee Valley
News July 6, 1976
20
Beverly Simon.
“Town Namesake was
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Shakopee tied for second place in its population
category in a nationwide “Votingest City
Competition” in 1976.
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These children will grow right along with the evergreen seedlings their
family picked up from the SWCD spring tree pick up.

Residents plant 40,000
tree seedlings this spring
More than 700 customers ordered
and planted seedlings through the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District’s
tree program this year. The annual program begins each October and concludes the last part of April, with distribution of seedling bundles taking place
at the Scott County Fairgrounds in late
April.
Since the 1940s, the SWCD in Jordan has been selling high-quality seedlings to Scott County residents. In the
last 20 years alone, the District has sold
more than a million young starter trees
and shrubs. This year was no different.
Residents, many for the first time, purchased and planted 40,000 seedlings for
wildlife habitat, property borders, and
landscaping. They also purchased 25

rain barrels and roughly 150 native seed
mixes.
Scott/Carver Master Gardeners Jackie Smith, Gary Nyberg, Lee Shimek, and
Kay Leflay were also available to offer
advice, answer questions, and review
planting tips. Another popular feature
of the pickup event are the extra tree
sale and the nitrate well water testing
performed by Minnesota Department of
Agriculture staff. This year, more than
150 samples brought in by homeowners
were analyzed.
To become part of the tree program,
call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 4925425 to be added to the email list. The
2016-17 tree program will begin again
in early October 2016.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Deadline to nominate for SWCD
Conservation Leaders is June 17
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan is
seeking individuals, families, schools,
or businesses for the 2016 Conservation Leaders Award. Every year, Scott
SWCD recognizes those who improve
our natural resources. The deadline for
nominations is Friday, June 17.
Four categories of Conservation
Leaders are in place, including agriculture, businesses/schools, government
(cities, townships, watersheds, et cetera) and urban/lakeshore. The winners
in each category receive a personalized
Conservation Leaders sign for their
property and recognition at the August
SWCD Board meeting. And from these
top four, an overall winner receives a
beautiful keepsake plaque and outdoor
signage for their property or business.
Winners will be chosen based on their
conservation efforts, community involvement, and their approach to natural
resource protection and enhancement in

Scott County.
Whether your neighbor or a local
merchant catches rain water to nourish their flowers, installed a raingarden,
plants corn plots for deer and turkeys,
established a windbreak of native trees
and shrubs, operates an environmentally
friendly feedlot, put pervious pavers in a
parking lot, or repaired an eroding gully area on his or her property, we want
to know about their efforts and honor
them.
The award application form is available at the Scott SWCD website www.
scottswcd.org. You can fill it out online
and return it via the Scott SWCD website or print it out, complete it, and return
it to: Conservation Leaders Program,
Scott SWCD, 7151 190 St W, Suite 125,
Jordan, Minnesota, 55352. For more information, call the Scott SWCD office
at (952) 492-5425, or complete your
nomination online at http://www.scottswcd.org/conservationleaders.html.

Pictured above is a 12-row interseeder. The one being purchased for use in
Scott County will plant 6 rows of cover crops into existing corn or other widerow crops.

SWCD cover crop
interseeder arriving soon

Scott/Carver Master Gardeners Jackie Smith, Gary Nyberg, and Kay Leflay
were available at the tree pickup to offer advice, answer questions, and
review planting tips.

Master Gardener program
is growing partnerships
The entire Carver-Scott Extension
Master Gardener Program is committed
to creating and growing partnerships at
all levels throughout Scott County. By
sharing expert knowledge and best practices, Master Gardeners inform better
decision making by officials and residents at all levels.
A critical part of the Scott County
Fair, Master Gardeners also assist Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) with the annual tree sale, and
present on attracting pollinators to Scott
County Natural Resources. Additionally,
they partner with the Prior Lake Farmers’ Market from May to September, the
City of Savage during Arbor Day, and
teach and facilitate classes at the Jordan,
New Prague, Prior Lake, Savage, and
Shakopee Libraries. This year alone,
they taught around 250 adults on topics
from vegetable gardening to native alternatives to popular plants. Since 2009,
Master Gardeners have taught 1,200

people at the Prior Lake Library alone.
From the Juvenile Alternative Facility and the Elementary, Middle and
High Schools in Jordan to the Raven
Steam Elementary School in New
Prague, Master Gardeners help teach
hundreds of children basic skills, environmental ethics, stewardship, and the
value of spending time outdoors. More
than just a hobby, gardening teaches patience, diligence, and commitment to
youth that might otherwise spend many
hours inside. A favorite story involves
an at-risk young man realizing he could
find employment -- and satisfaction -through gardening.
As part of their efforts to expand
even further, they are working on bringing more community gardening opportunities to Scott County. Contact
Master Gardeners through www.carverscottmastergardeners.org or through the
Scott County Extension office in Jordan
at (952) 492-5410.

Healthy soil and clean water are high
priorities for Scott County farmers, and
they can improve both by planting cover
crops. And starting in June, equipment
and incentives will be available to help
them do it!
The Scott Watershed Management
Organization (WMO), in partnership
with the Scott soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), has purchased a
six-row cover crop interseeder. Mounted on a three-point hitch, this unit drills
two rows of cover crops (spaced 10
inches apart) directly in between rows
of corn or other wide-row crop. The unit
is being custom built and is scheduled to
arrive in early June.
The interseeder unit, along with
no-till drills and seeders, can be rented by Scott County residents through
the SWCD office (located at the Scott
County Fairgrounds). Implements are
delivered directly to and picked up from
the planting site. The rental fee for all
equipment is currently $8 per acre, plus
a small refundable deposit.
A “cover crop” is a crop planted to
manage soil erosion, fertility, water,
weeds, pests, diseases, biodiversity, and
wildlife. “Cover crops actually save soil
and rebuild soil health and fertility,” explained Todd Kavitz, Engineering Technician and soil health specialist with the
SWCD. “There is a place for a cover
crop in every crop rotation. In fact, soil
benefits accumulate over time when
the cover crops capture carbon, which
in turn increases soil organic matter.
Added soil organic matter of just one
percent of soils can store an additional
one inch of rainfall, equating to roughly
20,000 gallons of water per acre.”
Examples of typical cover crops include tillage radishes, turnips, rapeseed,

cereal rye, oats, barley, vetch, and clovers. A mix of interseeded cover crops
including brassicas, legumes, and grasses will provide the best results. Benefits
are many, including:
•
Runoff/erosion reduction
•
Improved water infiltration and
water quality
•
Overwinter forage for livestock
•
Increased soil fertility
•
Nitrogen fixing
•
Compaction breakup
Locally, both the Scott WMO and the
Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District are offering incentives to producers for planting cover crops -- $30 per
acre! A call to the Scott SWCD office
can get the process started. A handful
of local producers are already planting
cover crops. Aerial seeding by airplane
or helicopter (or with a high-clearance
fertilizer sprayer) have been the traditional methods used. With the interseeder, the seed is actually drilled into
the soil, providing greater seed-to-soil
contact resulting in much higher seed
germination.
“Soil health is a number one priority for more sustainable and profitable
agriculture,” Todd continued. “Cover
crops are not a new concept. They were
used quite extensively by farmers in the
past, and have a place and benefit in every operation looking forward. Millions
of tons of soil are lost every year due
to wind and water erosion on bare soil.
Cover crops make a difference!”
Funding for the interseeder was
made possible through a grant from
the Minnesota Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment. For questions or
additional information, please call Todd
Kavitz at (952) 492-5425.

