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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Highway 101 bridge to be
closed Aug. 15-28
A complete closure of the
Highway 101 Minnesota River
bridge between Shakopee
and Chanhassen is scheduled
for Aug. 15-28. The bridge
was constructed in 1992 and
requires joint repair and sealing
of bridge deck cracks. Visit
www.scottcountymn.gov for
more information.

Bus service expanded

Commuter,
circulater
routes
changed
Page 3

HHW Facility
to be closed
for expansion
September
through January
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility will be
closed for an expansion project beginning Sept. 2. It will remain closed
until late January 2017.
The last day to bring hazardous
waste, appliances, tires, and electronics to the facility will be Thursday,
Sept. 1 from noon to 4 p.m. The ReUse Room will also be closed during
the construction project.
This proposed expansion will allow Scott County to serve residents
better and in a more efficient manner.
For more information and to check
the HHW Facility schedule before the
closure, visit www.scottcountymn.
gov/HHW.

Kids meet critters at County Fair

The animals born at the Scott County Fair “Miracle of Birth” Center,
including this twin calf, were a big hit with fairgoers Katum Graber of
Belle Plaine and Tucker Marschall of Shakopee. Thousands of people
attended the Scott County Fair July 27-31, taking in horse shows, the
carnival, grandstand shows, musical entertainment, and more.

Looking ahead to 2040

Survey results provide insights, more input sought

Fun at Cedar Lake Farm
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What will Scott County look like
in the future? This is the “big” question residents and community leaders from our small towns to growing
cities will be asking themselves in
the months ahead as they chart their
long-range plans for the year 2040.
This question takes on extra urgency in places like Scott County, currently the fastest growing county in
the state and projected to add another
70,000 people, 30,000 households,
and 23,000 jobs over the next 25
years. With so much change happen-

ing at such a great clip, what is this
place going to be like?
Several years ago, a cross-section
of local community leaders facing
similar rapid growth and change took
time out to consider all of the public

input that had been provided through
resident surveys, workshops and
public meetings in the mid-2000s
and crafted the County’s newest vision statement:
“In 2030, Scott County is a wellplanned, safe, prosperous, and fiscally responsible community built
by citizens and businesses who value
neighborhoods, education, families,
health, and public safety, and who
enjoy its natural beauty, rural character, and location in the region. In
VISION 2040 to page 11

Tax-forfeited lands offered for sale
You really can lose your property if you don’t pay
your property taxes. It takes several years before the process is complete, but there are properties on the market
today in Scott County that were forfeited due to nonpayment of taxes.
One parcel is located on O’Dowd Lake, right by Stonebrooke Golf Club in Shakopee. There are other buildable lots available in Cress View Estates in Credit River
Township, Highview 10th Addition in New Prague, and
Chateau Ridge Addition in Shakopee. (Some other taxforfeited properties are narrow strips of land or outlots
that aren’t buildable and are typically sold for a nominal
price to an adjoining property owner.) Sometimes, there
are houses or commercial buildings available.
“The best use of these properties is to get them back
on the tax rolls,” said Cindy Geis, the Property and Customer Services Manager for Scott County who oversees
the tax-forfeited properties process.
Geis said County officials would prefer not to deal
with tax-forfeited properties, and they make every effort to ensure that those with an interest in the properties
have an opportunity to pay their taxes and any penalties
in order to avoid losing them.
“There are state-mandated minimal requirements for
notification of owners, but we go well beyond those to try
to help people keep their property,” said Geis. “We’ve
been fortunate that very few properties actually get to the
point of sale. In particular, we’ve had very few houses
and commercial buildings forfeit.”
Property owners who don’t pay their taxes this year

Cindy Geis, Property and Customer Services Manager
for Scott County, shows a tax-forfeited lot on O’Dowd
Lake that will be offered for sale at auction this fall.

will be delinquent in 2017. However, they still have a
three-year window to rectify the delinquency before the
property is forfeited. Letters are sent to the listed taxpayers, owners, or contract for deed holders twice a year, informing them of the delinquency and explaining how to
sign up for a repayment plan. Residential property owners
can have a 10-year repayment plan (and commercial/industrial properties can have a five-year repayment plan),
provided in both cases that they remain current on their

TAX-FORFEITED LANDS to page 13

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner

Election Day is
Tuesday, Nov. 8
Vote by absentee ballot by mail or at the
Scott County Government Center
in Shakopee beginning Sept. 26

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.
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We are living in a strange and dangerous time. Almost daily, we get bombarded
with news about terrorist attacks, lone-wolf gunmen, diseases we never heard of
before (Zika, Ebola, H1N1), stagnant wages, global warming, failing currencies
and countries, and hundreds of other issues that has to have everyone asking, “What
is going on?” The world we live in seems to be going crazy. It seems that every
time I turn on the news, there is some new tragedy or crisis that has occurred.
To be fair, the world has always had its problems; yet there is something about
this time period that just does not feel right. This begs the question: Are we in the
midst of a paradigm shift that will fundamentally change everything?
Being the news and political junkie that I am, I can’t help but believe that we are
fundamentally changing. I sometimes think (contemptuously) that the two candidates who will vie for the Presidency are the personification of this change. As Peter Hart, a Democratic pollster, stated, “America is on the path to electing the most
unpopular president since 1948.” While the numbers change almost daily, more
than half those polled consistently say they neither trust or like either candidate. So
why is it that people we generally don’t seem to like or trust have made their way to
the top of the political ladder? From my perspective, there are a whole host of reasons – none of them good, and none that are likely to be corrected in the near future.
As a nation, we’ve been consistently pessimistic (and sometimes rightly so)
about the country’s direction. Rising violence and a stagnant economy have 60 to
70 percent of Americans saying the country is on the wrong track. Our children’s
future seems to be in real doubt; will they be able to find good paying jobs, will
they be able to afford health care, are they safe in our cities, are we on the precipice
of a global war? Our nation and the world feels more unstable and dangerous than
before, with terrorist attacks, political upheaval, broken families, an epidemic of
addiction, police shootings, and racial tension. So where do we go from here -- and
what do we tell our children? My prescription for what ails us is somewhat simple.
For starters, we need to keep things in perspective. As bad as it seems right now
as a nation and a world, we have seen far darker times and found the light on the
other side. That’s not to say we have nothing to worry about, but that we should
maintain a perspective that understands that this is fixable.
Of even greater importance, we need to get involved and become an informed
citizenry. Stop playing to the mob mentality that is frequently generated by the
widespread use of social media – e.g., Facebook, Twitter, et cetera – and get the
facts. Far too often, people begin making up their minds before the facts are well
known. To truly fix our problems, we need to be patient, get the facts, and be open
and willing to listen to all sides of an issue before we decide on a solution.
We should demand that our media live up to their role of advancing the truth. It
has often been said that freedom of the press is a backbone of democracy. However, in today’s society, the press seems to have abdicated their sacred role in society –
that of creating an informed citizenry through the advancement of truth. Now more
than ever, we need the press to move away from trying to shape everyone’s beliefs
and return to their more important role of providing unbiased, factual, information
from which we can form our own beliefs.
We need to respect the rule of law. That is not to say that we should not call attention to and work diligently to change what we believe to be wrong; nor does this
mean that we should not forcefully speak out against injustice. But we should not
place our perspective of justice or our desire for societal change above the rights of
others or the law.
Last, but perhaps of greatest importance, we need to get involved in our political
process. We don’t necessarily need to do so by joining one of the political parties
or movements, or by donating to or campaigning for any particular candidate. But
we do need to get involved by taking the time to become truly informed on the issues that confront us and those who seek to represent us. We need to elect leaders,
not followers. We need people who are willing to make difficult decisions even
over the often loud objections of small groups, individual neighborhoods, political
parties, and special interests. In short, we need to find, support, and elect people
who will base their decisions on factual information that best serves the needs of
the many and the community, not just those with the loudest voices.

County Board meetings through October 2016
-County Board meeting
-no meeting
-County Board workshop

		

Be informed, get involved in political
process to change what concerns you

August 16
August 23
August 30

		

By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

		

Top of the SCENE

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees
are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.”
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of
three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are two vacancies
on the council for Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. Members serve two-year terms, and
are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of
the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of
Health and Human Services; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans,
programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on
the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Credit River Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities;
oversees the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan;
and works on associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven
members representing specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 4 p.m.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two atlarge vacancies on this committee. The purpose of this committee is to advise the Scott
County Board of Commissioners on matters concerning solid waste management and to
provide a forum for local governments, citizens, and waste industries to provide input into
the planning and implementation of solid waste programs within Scott County. Members
serve three-year terms.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
•
•
•
•
•

District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague
(precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena,
Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and
Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee
(precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5: The City of Savage.

4-H: A program for the
whole family!
4-H Clubs are located throughout Scott
County. For information about how to join a
club, call the Scott County Extension Office
at (952) 492-5410. Enrollment in underway!
All youth in kindergarten through one year
after high school are
invited to join.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Volunteer drivers needed;
travel trainers gear up

The new bus route, which includes 39 trips per day, is designed to assist
workers trying to get to and from their jobs.

New bus route to Mall
of America, Burnsville
begins Aug. 20
Employers in Shakopee will be able
to tap a new source of workers from
throughout the Twin Cities, beginning
Aug. 20 with the launch of Minnesota
Valley Transit Authority (MVTA) Route
495. This new route, to operate seven
days per week, will travel between Mall
of America, Burnsville Transit Station,
and Marschall Road Transit Station in
Shakopee.
Funded directly by the Minnesota
Legislature, this is the next iteration
of the Suburban Transit Association’s
(STA) suburb-to-suburb service. The
service plan includes 39 trips (18 southbound and 21 northbound) operating
seven days per week, throughout the
day. “MVTA has worked closely with
several employers in Shakopee and
Prior Lake to create this service schedule,” said MVTA Executive Director
Luther Wynder. “Many of Shakopee’s
businesses operate six or seven days a
week, with 10 or 12 hour shifts. It’s a
challenge to serve all of these times, but
we have worked to provide a baseline to

meet employer needs. Further, we are
willing to work with specific employers
to tailor times to better meet their shift
needs or to create a stop at their facility,” he said.
An express fare ($3 per trip during
peak hours of about 6-9 a.m. and 3-6:30
p.m., or $2.25 per trip during off-peak
times) will be charged on this route.
Transfers are available to local or other
routes. All buses are be equipped with
regional fare equipment and will accept Go-To cards, Metropasses, tokens,
Stored Value cards and cash. Change is
not available.
Pocket schedules are available by
contacting Minnesota Valley Transit at
(952) 882-7500.
MVTA is the public transportation
provider for residents and businesses of
Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, Prior
Lake, Rosemount, Savage, and Shakopee. Call (952) 882-7500 for transit information or visit the MVTA website at
www.mvta.com.

The U.S. Transportation Department
has awarded $17.7 million in funding
for the Highways 169 and 41 intersection project, announced U.S. Sens. Amy
Klobuchar and Al Franken of Minnesota
on July 29.
The Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
Grant for Scott County’s project will
help fund the intersection, which county
officials say is the site for a disproportionate number of crashes and significant congestion. The new intersection
will enhance safety, move commuters
and freight faster, and promote rural, industrial development, highway officials
say. The project was one of 40 selected
from a pool of 585 applications nationwide, according to federal officials.
The planned diverging diamond intersection will include a grade-separated interchange, with Highway 169
expected to cross over Highway 41/
County Road 82. The estimated $56.1
million project will also include frontage roads along Highway 169 between
Highway 41 and County Road 14. An
overpass over Highway 169 will also be
constructed at CSAH 14 to connect the
frontage road system.

The project will be paid for using
federal, state, local, and private funding.
In January, Scott County was awarded
a $10 million grant from the Minnesota
Department of Transportation, in partnership with the state Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED). In late 2014, the project
was awarded $7.5 million in federal
funding from a Regional Solicitation
Grant. Scott County officials say they
expect a little more than $1 million to
come from private sector donors. The
remainder of the funding will come
from the Scott County transportation tax
and the state.
Scott County Commissioner Jon Ulrich, a longtime transportation advocate
and current Chair of the 169 Corridor
Coalition, lauded the concerted efforts
of Senators Klobuchar and Franken,
Representative John Kline, Commissioner Michael Beard, “and our highly
professional staff that worked diligently
on putting together an application worthy of a federal award.”
Design work on the project will continue. Construction is not expected to
begin until 2018, with expected completion in 2020.

SmartLink’s volunteer driver program is an integral part of mobility
management, primarily due to the fact
that the Dial-A-Ride bus system cannot
handle all of the requested trips at any
point in time. Any requested trip that
cannot be performed on a bus is called
a denial. SmartLink takes these denials
and then attempts to find solutions for
these trips with volunteer drivers. So
far, from January 1 to May 31, 2016,
there have been 1,992 denied trips, but
SmartLink was able to find 958 volunteer driver solutions to these denials for
a success rate of 48 percent. That means
that almost ½ of the trips that did not
work on the Dial-A-Ride bus system
were completed by volunteer drivers.
While this is a great accomplishment,
they need more volunteer drivers to be
even more successful!
If you have even a few hours a week
(or on the weekend) to volunteer your
time, please contact SmartLink at (952)
496-8169 about becoming a volunteer
driver.
SmartLink’s next project is called
Travel Training, when their staff directly informs groups or individuals
about all of the mobility options in Scott

and Carver Counties. Mobility options
range from fixed route bus service to
commuter bus service, from local bus
service to Dial-A Ride, from volunteer
driver solutions to medical van options
and local taxis. SmartLink is in the process of gathering all the information on
these services and more, as an ultimate
resource of all transportation options in
Scott and Carver Counties. Travel trainers will also make visits to sites such
as senior buildings to inform everyone
about the services are out there, but also
will aid individuals on how to access
these services. The travel trainer could
also help anyone make reservations if
needed, navigate on how to pay, what to
watch for, and when to be ready. This
program has been meeting with several
groups in Scott and Carver Counties
since February, and averages one to two
visits to organizations per week.
More information on SmartLink
Transit and the Dial-A-Ride, Medical Assistance, and Volunteer Driver
services it offers is available on the
County website at www.scottcountymn.gov/516/SmartLink-Transit
or
www.scottcountymn.gov under “Public
Transportation.”

A more efficient routing system that includes more evening service and new
destinations is being offered by MVTA in Shakopee.

Shakopee local transit service
County secures federal grant designed to better serve
residents, businesses
for Highway 169/41 project
“We are excited about these improveIn 2015, the MVTA conducted a
study regarding the transit needs for
northern Scott County. This study resulted in recommendations for local
Shakopee service and included input
from the public, stakeholders, drivers,
transit-dependent populations, and other available resources.
MVTA implemented the first of these
recommendations effective in May, with
Routes 497 and 499 replacing Route
496. Changes include:
• A more efficient routing that
eliminates loops resulting in more
direct travel time.
• Low/no ridership segments have
been revised.
• A longer span of service, including
later evening trips.
• Trips adjusted to accommodate
business hours.
• Select trips that serve Southbridge
Crossings Park & Ride; providing
more transfer opportunities at
Marschall Road Transit Station.
• New destinations: Dean Lakes and
bi-directional access to downtown.

ments,” said Shakopee Councilmember
Michael Luce. “We believe they begin
to address the needs of our local businesses as well as our residents who are
trying to travel throughout our city.”
Anyone with questions about pickup and drop-off locations along these
routes is invited to call MVTA Customer
Service staff at (952) 882-7500 or visit
www.mvta.com. Additionally, if there
are areas of Shakopee that do not meet
your needs, please contact the MVTA
with a “Request for Service.” We will
document each item and it will be reviewed by MVTA planners. Given that
the MVTA planners are always working
six to nine months ahead, it will take
time to determine schedule enhancements, but if an idea is to be implemented, we reach out to riders and potential
riders to alert them of this change.
MVTA is the public transportation
provider for residents and businesses of
Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, Prior
Lake, Rosemount, Savage, and Shakopee. Call (952) 882-7500 for transit information or visit the MVTA website at
www.mvta.com.
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Environmental SCENE
By Melissa Bokman
Senior Water Resources Planner

Lake quality threatened by invasive species
My greatest memory as a kid growing up in Minnesota was our family’s annual
summer trip up north to stay on one of the state’s crystal clear lakes. The house was
chaos the night before we left -- packing food and supplies, my dad getting all of
the fishing rods ready at the kitchen table -- and I remember helping by holding the
pencil that ran through the line spool so he could rethread the reels. At the crack
of dawn, the kids would pile into the back of Dad’s truck under the camper with
all our bags and boxes and go back to sleep for the six hour drive up (today, that
would be illegal since there were no seatbelts back there). The only thing on our
minds was playing in the water, listening to the loons day and night, and imitating
their calls (which I got very good at), and fishing every day. I definitely grew a great
appreciation for nature and natural resources by spending my summers in such a
pristine place.
Back then, you never heard of anything being wrong with the lakes. The Clean
Water Act -- as well as the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency -- was relatively
new, so surface waters hadn’t been assessed for impairments or invasive species in
the water. But today it’s a much different story. Minnesota’s natural resources are
threatened by a number of aquatic invasive species such as zebra mussels, Eurasian
watermilfoil, Curlyleaf pondweed, common carp, and terrestrial invasive species
such as common buckthorn emerald ash borer, just to name a few. Invasive species
can occur in the water
or on land.
So what’s the problem? Invasive species
hurt our native plants
and animals. In the
case of our lakes and
streams, aquatic invasive species harm
our native fish populations, water quality,
and water recreation.
Once introduced into
a lake, stream, or
wetland, they can do
irreparable damage to the water body and its native fish, bug, and plant populations. Also, once they move in, it’s nearly impossible to get them out. They spread
uncontrollably, can cost millions of dollars to manage, and cost millions more in
lost revenue for business and recreation. Unfortunately, we have all the invasive
species I named above in our lakes here in Scott County.
So how did they get here? There are many pathways of introduction and spread
of invasive species. Most species introductions are the result of people‘s actions.
Some introductions -- such as common carp, European buckthorn, and purple
loosestrife -- were intentional and caused unexpected harm. But many other introductions are unintentional.
Invasive species are often unknowingly carried in or on animals, vehicles, ships,
commercial goods, produce, wood, water, and even clothing. Ballast water discharge from ships continues to be a pathway of introduction for aquatic species,
such as zebra mussels and round gobies, into the Duluth harbor and other Minnesota ports on Lake Superior. But other pathways include intentional introductions
of potentially invasive non-native species from the stocking of fish and game, as
well as forage for these species; releases of live bait, pets, plants, and animals from
aquariums and garden ponds; research subjects, biological control agents, and food
fish. Another pathway of introduction we don’t think about is when you purchase
docks, boats, lifts, or other water-related equipment from another lake infested with
an invasive species, such as zebra mussels.
What can you do? We need everyone who enjoys our water resources to get on
board and help stop the spread of AIS.
• Clean all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited
invasive species from watercraft, trailers, and water-related equipment
before leaving any water access or shoreland.
• Drain water-related equipment (boats, ballast tanks, portable bait
containers, motors) and drain bilge, livewells, and baitwells by removing
drain plugs before leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep drain
plugs out and water-draining devices open while transporting watercraft.
• Dispose of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and worms, in the
trash. It is illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals
from one waterbody to another. If you want to keep your bait, you must
refill the bait container with bottled or tap water.
• If you are purchasing a dock, boat lift, swim raft, or associated watercraft
equipment from another lake, you need to inspect it for aquatic invasive
species. If you find any attached to the watercraft, it must be cleaned
thoroughly at the site where it was removed from the lake and left to
sit clean and out of the water for up to five days before transporting it on
a public road. After transport to your property, the watercraft such
as a dock, boat lift, swim raft or associated equipment must not be
places in another waterbody until a minimum of 21 days have passed
to ensure any zebra mussels that you couldn’t see and didn’t get cleaned off
will be dead before you put the equipment in the non-infested lake.
Two lakes in Scott County are infested with zebra mussels: Upper and Lower
Prior Lakes. If you hire a business to install or remove your boat, dock, lift, or
other water-related equipment, make sure they have completed AIS training and
are on the DNR’s list of Permitted Service Providers (see https://webapps11.dnr.
state.mn.us/aquatic_invasive_species_training/lake_service_provider_permits/
public_website_list).
You’ll be seeing more information about preventing the spread of AIS, and we
INVASIVE SPECIES to right

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Healthy lakes need the right
balance of aquatic plants
Minnesota has nearly 150 species of
aquatic plants, most of which are native
species. Maybe you have encountered
some of them while enjoying nearby
lakes. To some, aquatic vegetation is
a nuisance: plants that brush your legs
while swimming or catch your fishing
line sure don’t seem helpful at the time.
But did you know that these same plants
can actually help create conditions suitable for recreation?
Clear water is also served by aquatic
vegetation. Research has shown that
lakes can naturally sustain water clarity when at least 40 percent of the lake
bottom grows vegetation. In the Prior
Lake Spring Lake Watershed District
(PLSLWD), Lower Prior Lake is typically very clear and has 43 percent Plant
Area Cover (PAC). Both Spring and Upper Prior Lakes, on the other hand, have
poorer water clarity, and their PAC is
12 percent and 8 percent, respectively.
Since Spring Lake has been treated with
Alum in October 2013, the water clarity
has increased, and so has the vegetation.
Aquatic plants provide habitat for
wildlife. Whether you fish or watch
birds, you owe some gratitude to aquatic plants. These plants provide food (insects), shade, and cover -- all of which
are great for nesting and for young fish
to grow. Waterfowl are also attracted
to these areas, as they benefit from the
abundance of fish and cover for themselves. Without areas of aquatic vegetation, many animal species would be unable to complete their life cycles.
Other benefits of aquatic plants include soil stabilization, absorption of
undesirable nutrients, shade to keep the
water cool, and beautification of the
shoreline. All that being noted, there is
a difference between “good” and “bad”
plants. Undesirable plants that should
be removed include those not originally
from this area (non-native), and those
which out-compete native plants (invasive). Curlyleaf pondweed is one plant
to watch out for that is both non-native
and invasive.
Curlyleaf pondweed was introduced
to the United States in the mid-1800s
and is still a popular aquarium plant.
These days, it is found in many lakes
throughout Minnesota primarily because of transmission from other infected areas or by people disposing it…
including in Prior and Spring Lakes.
It harms ecosystems by outcompeting
native plants and contributing to algal
blooms as it decays. It blooms early in
the season, and will start to spread before most native plants can establish
in the spring. Then it dies back during
mid-summer, contributing nutrients to
the water which algae use to grow.
All water users and the PLSLWD
play a role in managing non-native and
invasive species like curlyleaf pondweed. The District surveys for this invasive aquatic plant every spring and
treats areas when plants disrupt recreation, out-compete native vegetation,
and are further than 150 feet from shore.
These treatments have proven successful on Spring Lake, eliminating the need
for the District to treat curlyleaf pondweed from 2008 through 2015.
However, the District cannot manage
invasive plants alone. Aquatic plants
within 150 feet of shore are landown-

Curlyleaf pondweed is one of several
aquatic invasive species found in
some area lakes.

ers’ responsibilities. When managing
for invasive species, individuals must
take care to remove them during an appropriate time of year and to leave native plants alone, since the invasive species grow readily in disturbed areas. For
curlyleaf pondweed, treatment must be
completed in the spring before the lake
temperature surpasses 60°F. Treatment
methods can include application of herbicides or physical removal of plants by
pulling, raking, or cutting. Each treatment option will have its own positives
and negatives, so it is useful to research
each to determine what best meets your
objectives.
If you had curlyleaf pondweed in excess this spring, chances are it will be
back next spring, so you should start
planning early. Knowing whether you
plan to use a contractor or treat the invasive species yourself should be decided
in advance. Remember that no matter how close to shore, aquatic plants
growing in public waters are owned by
the state, which enforces strict regulations on vegetation removal. Before
attempting to control or remove any
aquatic plants, contact your local Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) office at (952) 496-4141.
MDNR staff can help identify plants,
guide you through restrictions, and assist in identifying whether a permit will
be required.
Aquatic plant management consists
of balancing different needs. While
many water users prefer lakes free of
plants, they also desire recreational benefits which are only possible when plants
are present in the ecosystem. Eradicating all aquatic plants is neither practical
nor wise, but by taking informed action
against problematic plant species, lake
users can enjoy the lakes they desire and
maintain a healthy ecosystem.
Resources:
• To learn more about the DNR’s
aquatic plant regulations and
approved herbicides, visit its
website at: http://www.dnr.state.
mn.us/apm/index.html. Here you
can also find a list of vendors
which offer treatment options such
as hand or mechanical pulling,
cutting, raking, or herbicide
application. (PLSLWD does not
endorse any of these vendors.)
• For assistance identifying nonnative and invasive species in our
lakes, visit the DNR’s Invasive
Aquatic Plants page at: http://
www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/
aquaticplants/index.html.

INVASIVE SPECIES continued from left
hope to have your help in keeping our waters free of additional invasive species.
Responding quickly to new AIS infestations is critical to help curb the spread into
other waterbodies. If you find something you suspect is a zebra mussel, faucet snail,
or other aquatic invasive species, note the exact location, take a photo, keep the
specimen, and contact a local DNR office at (952) 496-4141 (Fisheries, Shakopee),
(651) 259-5828 (Keegan Lund, AIS Specialist), or (651) 259-5729 (Kylie Catoor,
AIS Specialist).

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov

Master Gardeners plan
classes, plant sale

Prior Lake Farmers Market
Come talk with the Master Gardeners
at the Prior Lake Farmers Market
each Saturday (August 20 and 27, and
September 3), 8 a.m. – 12 noon, at
Eagle Creek Ave SE and Main Avenue.
Evenings in the Garden
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
August 23, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. -- rain or
shine. Bring a lawn chair! Free to the
public.
Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens (7151 West 190th St., Jordan)
Presentations will include the topics
of vegetable gardening, garden art,
plant diagnostics, starting a home
vineyard and soil preparation. For

more information, e-mail info@
carverscottmastergardeners.org, visit
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org,
or call (952) 466-5300.

8th Annual Plant Sale
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Saturday, Aug. 27; 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Chaska Commons, Cub Foods parking
lot (200 Pioneer Trail, Chaska)
Hardy perennials, shrubs, rhizomes,
houseplants, garden art, and
more. Many grown by Master
Gardeners. Very reasonably priced!
For more information, e-mail info@
carverscottmastergardeners.org, visit
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org,
or call (952) 466-5300.

As garden grows, so does the gardener

By Mary Schoenbauer, Extension Administrative Specialist
If a garden really is “… a ground plot for the mind (Thomas Hill, 1577),” then
the garden at Raven Stream Elementary School in New Prague is the quintessential
learning tool.
Spring is a great time to introduce children to the wonders of gardening. This
year, the Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardener program launched its second
year of gardening with the youth at Raven Stream. In May, the Statewide Health
Improvement Program (SHIP) staff and interns took a trip to the school in New
Prague, one of their grantees, to see SHIP in action via the Master Gardener program during their annual garden planting event. Approximately 400 youth were
sorted by grade, and stations were set up related to healthy eating, taste testing
different vegetables, planting the actual garden, planting take home seeds, giving
themselves green thumbs, and an outdoor classroom lesson where everyone had
fun playing bingo!
The goal of this partnership is to encourage the consumption of fresh, seasonal
produce through a hands-on suburban gardening experience. This is accomplished
by providing access and exposure to fresh produce, teaching nutrition education,
helping develop basic gardening skills, and providing a safe garden space that instills a sense of pride and a place of beauty in the community.
The garden is used as an outdoor education classroom to grow fresh produce in
the spring while school is still in session. The gardens may have a theme -- such
as “the pizza garden” where anything that could be used as a topping for pizza is
grown, or “the salad garden,” where many things used in a salad are cultivated.
During the summer months, between parents, Kids Company, and Master Gardeners, the garden is well-tended and the produce is harvested and used by families or
donated.
Gardening does not have to be overwhelming, nor does it have to be an everyday
or every week experience. Encourage your children or grandchildren to participate
in your gardening efforts. Young children learn by experiencing hands-on, and by
having the opportunity to care for something and watching it grow. Through gardening, not only do plants grow, but children grow and may eat healthier as a result.
Give them the tools, dig deep, and watch how their garden grows!

Attend program to become a
Master Recycler/Composter
Help create a pool of knowledgeable
residents who inspire and teach others to
reduce waste and recycle more at home
and at work! Program participants will:
• Learn about home and business
recycling
• Motivate others to reduce waste
• Discover re-use opportunities
• Visit local recycling and waste
facilities
• Commit 30 volunteer hours upon
completion of the program
Come join them on Tuesday evenings from 6 – 8:30 p.m. from September 16 to October 25. Sessions will be
held at two locations: The Carver County Environmental Center (116 Peavey
Circle in Chaska) and Dem-Con Materials Recovery (13161 Dem Con Drive in

Shakopee).
There is a $30 fee to participate,
which covers a field trip, all the program materials, and light food and beverages. The program is limited to a total
of 30 people, so don’t hesitate to sign
up – registration closes on August 31!
For additional information or to
register, please call (952) 361-1823 or
(952) 496-8473.
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Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky

Public Health Director

Planting the seeds of community

Scott County Public Health’s Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP)
has been actively working to bring more community-supported agriculture opportunities into the County. Community-supported agriculture -- also known as community gardens -- provides permanent, long-term benefits to individuals, families,
and communities. Those benefits include food production and increased access to
healthy fruits and vegetables, exercise, improved mental health, reduced crime, and
improved natural environment. Additionally, they foster a sense of community.
Historically, community garden programs were generally considered temporary
solutions to food shortages, economic downturns, and civic crises. Even today,
a community garden provides people with increased options to healthy food, addressing barriers to creating healthy eating habits for those with lack of access to
affordable and convenient fruits and vegetables.
Community gardens provide a space for individuals to exercise in their natural
environment. They offer simple exercises that build strength and improve physical
and mental health, which can be linked to beneficial changes for chronic disease
prevention and improving long-term health and well-being. Spending time in nature also reduces stress levels and increases brain function. To expand these benefits beyond the individual, community gardens often set aside plots for communal
gardening space to grow produce directly as donations to a local food shelf. Some
gardens or gardeners plant extra food for donations towards those in need or people
who do not have the resources available to grow the food on their own.
Community gardens also help draw people together from diverse backgrounds,
including race, age, and culture. Gardening provides a great opportunity to bring
neighbors together to meet each other, to work on a common activity, and share
resources and knowledge while building a community along the way. By bringing people together from different cultures and generations, they are able to share
knowledge from various styles of gardening including traditional and newer technique. This helps bridge gaps between population groups.
Using vacant lots for gardens is also great way to improve the natural environment, helping to reduce the heat-island effect in cities; reduce rain runoff; filtration
of water to help keep lakes, rivers, and groundwater clean; and improve air quality.
Gardens also create a natural environment for pollinators like bees to thrive, which
helps promote growth not only within the garden, but the surrounding areas to build
a flourishing local food system.
Community gardens are also recognized by local law enforcement officials as an
effective way to prevent crime. Not only do community gardens provide safe environments, but they also increase neighboring property values. Living within 1,000
feet of a garden has a significant impact on property value, especially within the
most disadvantaged neighborhoods. This in turn promotes economic development
for a community and has been proven to reduce crime significantly.
Anyone can do this. Get your hands dirty and dig in! The health and well-being
benefits are undeniable.
For questions about community gardens in Scott County or to learn how you can
support Community Garden Day on Sept. 17, please contact Jamie Bachaus, SHIP
Coordinator, at healthmatters@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8585.

Autumn Fare set for Oct. 1
at Scott County Fairgrounds
Mark your calendars! Scott County
Agricultural Society’s Fourth Annual
AutumnFare is scheduled for Saturday
October 1. For the second year in a row,
Ag Society will be hosting an alwaysdelicious Farmer’s breakfast. You may
pre-purchase tickets for the breakfast
from the Scott County Fair office, or
purchase them on October 1 (the day of
the event) for a slightly higher cost.
Last year, we featured our first apple
pie contest and pie auction. It was a
huge success! This year, we will expand
this to include pumpkin pie. Please plan
to enter an apple or pumpkin pie at Autumn Fare for a chance to win a ribbon
and cash award! We also plan to hold a
wool fleece contest. There’s more information on the breakfast and the contests
on the Scott County Fair website, www.
scottcountyfair.org.
Belle Plaine FFA will be in attendance with the FFA trailer, providing
agricultural education and entertainment for everyone, particularly for
families with children. Staff from The
Landing in Shakopee will be in period
costumes of the late 1800s, demonstrating and talking about pioneer life, farming, campfire cooking, and gardening.
There will be demonstrations scheduled throughout the day in the cattle
barn by local farmers. The Creative Arts
Building will be full of local fiber producers and artists, as well as wood art-

Autumn Fare organizer Lori Pint
introduces Fare mascot Doolittle to a
young attendee.

ists and a variety of other local artisans.
Sand Creek Riders Saddle Club will
be holding a tack swap in one of the
commercial buildings. They will have
vendors in the commercial building as
well.
We are hoping to have local farmer’s
market producers on-site for the day.
There will be frozen lamb and beef for
sale from local farm producers. Don’t
forget to bring your shopping bags and
coolers and plan to do some shopping at
Autumn Fare!
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Criminals forfeit property, cash
The concept of property forfeiture is a simple one. If property is derived from
a crime or used to commit a crime, then ownership of that property can be taken
away from the criminal and transferred to the government. There are three reasons
to do this: First, it reduces the financial incentive to violate the law by taking away
criminal proceeds. Second, it eliminates the ability of criminals to commit more
crimes by taking away the property used to commit the crime in the first place.
And finally, it increases law enforcement resources by allowing police to use the
criminal’s property to fight crime. And these are not new concepts. In Minnesota,
forfeiture can be traced as far back as the Prohibition era.
Students in New Prague High School’s Fish and Wildlife class conduct annual
Property can be forfeited in Minnesota for crimes committed in three general fish surveys in area lakes.
areas: drug crimes, DWIs, and certain designated offenses. In 2015, Scott County law enforcement seized approximately 134 vehicles through DWI forfeitures.
Minnesota enacted laws which require certain aggravating factors -- such as prior
DWIs, high alcohol concentration, and/or children in the vehicle -- before a vehicle
may be forfeited. So by forfeiting these vehicles, the Scott County Attorney’s Office helped ensure our streets and communities are safer – first, by taking the drunk
Being lakeside on a nice warm
drivers off the road, and then by taking away the vehicle drunk drivers might use to spring day holding a walleye seems like
hurt and kill people in the future.
the ideal day for someone fishing… or
In 2015, Scott County law enforcement seized cash from over 130 criminals in- collecting data for New Prague High
volved in drug crimes. By seizing this cash, the forfeiture laws reduce the opportu- School’s “Fish and Wildlife” class. Stunity of the criminal to purchase and provide illegal drugs to the public in the future. dents enrolled in the class were doing
Scott County law enforcement officials seize vehicles and cash to prevent fur- exactly that, conducting a fish survey
ther criminal activity. A seized vehicle may be kept by the law enforcement agency before their summer vacations began.
for official police use, or the vehicle may be sold. If it is sold, the proceeds from
Jeff Decker has taught the class for
the sale go towards DWI and drug enforcement.
the last 14 years, which has about 90 stuAlthough forfeiture may appear harsh to the criminal, the state’s interest in pub- dents a year that enroll. Decker’s love Students net fish and collect data on
lic safety far outweighs the criminal’s interest in keeping ill-gotten gains. And the of the outdoors, specifically fish and their species, abundance, and sizes.
simple fact is this: by reducing the incentive to commit the crime, by reducing the wildlife management, helps drive his efability to commit the crime, and by enhancing law enforcement’s ability to fight forts to get the students more engaged. tunities to help purchase some equipcrime, property forfeiture saves lives.
Lectures and learning in the classroom ment for the school. The WMO has a
are important, but getting them outside Stewards Grant program that partners
is a way to give students an interactive with the community and local experts to
improve water quality and engage resilearning experience.
Students from the class are conduct- dents. This program is intended to help
ing these fish surveys in local lakes residents, schools, faith-based groups,
around the New Prague area. In 2016, or other non-profit organizations with
the goal was to complete fish surveys projects that will help benefit the envion Pleasant Lake in Scott County and ronment. With the grant funds, Decker
Lake Pepin in Le Sueur County, both of was able to purchase two trap nets and
which are in the Sand Creek Watershed. will be purchasing ten dip nets to use
However, Decker is already thinking this fall.
Decker said the new equipment will
about his future plans: “I am expanding
the number of lakes we are testing. This make it easier to cover more lakes and
fall, we will be sampling Cedar Lake in spend more time in the field.
Paul Nelson, Manager of the WMO,
Scott County.”
Scott County 4-Hers Katie and Abigail Weckman competed with the Minnesota
The fish surveys are intended to col- had this to say about the opportunity:
team in the National 4-H Shooting Sports championships.
lect data regarding species diversity, “It’s great to be able to help the school
abundance, and sizes. Species diver- with a hands-on, or ‘wet’, learning
sity and abundance can be factors in opportunity.”
After meeting with the students, the
determining a lake’s water quality or
identifying the presence and prevalence energy among them was apparent as
Thirty Minnesota 4-H youth -- in- participated as an individual in their of invasive species. The data will be they scrambled to find a pair of chest
cluding Katie and Abigail Weckman events as well as a team. Each partici- made available to the Minnesota De- waders that fit properly or as they balfrom Scott County -- and eight adults pant competed in three different events partment of Natural Resources (DNR) anced themselves in the water trying to
represented Minnesota at the National to compile their total score. Awards for the general public to view. As Min- stay upright as they reeled in the trap
4-H Shooting Sports championships in ceremonies were held each night for nesota is “The Land of 10,000 Lakes,” net.
“My favorite moment is seeing the
Grand Island, Nebraska from June 26 the daily events, and an overall awards data can be collected on only so many
kids
get excited about catching a big
lakes
in
a
given
year
before
resources
to July 1. These youth were selected to ceremony was held at the completion
fi
sh
or
finding a nice walleye in one of
and
time
run
out.
That
is
how
Decker
represent Minnesota through an appli- of the event. Six hundred seventy nine
our
nets,”
said Decker. “Overall, what
recognized
an
opportunity
to
volunteer
cation process following their participa- youth from 36 states participated in the
I
love
about
the program is giving the
his
classes
to
collect
data
from
lakes
that
tion in the 2015 Minnesota 4-H Shoot- National Championships.
kids
an
experience
they won’t get anymay
otherwise
not
have
any
fi
sh
surveys
ing Sports & Wildlife Invitational.
National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitawhere else. They’re being exposed to
The Minnesota 4-H Shooting Sports tional participant Katie Weckman and completed.
For a while, the DNR had been lend- experiences in this class that are unique
& Wildlife Program began in the 1980s, Abigail Weckman of Scott County paring
Jeff their fish nets to complete the in the high school setting, and I take
and has grown to 4,500 4-H members ticipated in .22 Pistol and Hunting Team
survey,
but Decker understood that less great pride in helping provide that.”
and 500-plus adult leaders. 4-H mem- disciplines respectively.
If you want to learn more about the
time
and
coordination would be inbers may become involved in the 4-H
About Minnesota 4-H: Minnesota
Scott
WMO’s Watershed Stewards
volved
if
the
school
had
its
own
nets.
Shooting Sports & Wildlife Program in 4-H is a youth development program
Grant
Program,
contact Rebecca GroThrough
the
help
of
the
New
Prague
the following disciplines: Air Rifle & provided through the University of
shens,
Water
Resources
Technician,
Sportsman’s
Club,
the
Scott
Watershed
Air Pistol, Archery, .22 Rifle, Muzzle- Minnesota Extension. The 4-H mission
at
(952)
496-8943
or
at
RGroshens@
Management
Organization
(WMO)
was
loading, Shotgun, and Wildlife. Adults is to engage Minnesota youth in qualcan become certified discipline instruc- ity learning opportunities that enable contacted to see if there were any oppor- co.scott.mn.us.
tors by attending a weekend workshop them to shape and reach their full potenand instructing youth in their county.
tial as active citizens in a global comA huge thank you to Lynn Mollen- munity. Last year, more than 113,000
Need to replace your septic system?
Interest rates range from 0 to 3 perhauer on her contributions to our local kids throughout Minnesota participate
and national 4-H programs with Shoot- in 4-H and learned invaluable life skills Scott County Environmental Services cent, based on your Adjusted Gross Ining Sports!
while meeting developmental needs can help! Scott County is partnering come. Loans are repaid along with your
At this year’s National 4-H Shoot- of independence, belonging, generos- with the Minnesota Department of Ag- property taxes, allowing you to spread
ing Sports Championships, Minnesota ity and mastery. 4-H youth have fun riculture to provide low-interest loans out your cost over a ten year period.
4-H members participated in a number while they learn, grow, and reach their to residential property owners to finance Go to www.scottcountymn.gov/617/
of events to show their skill and knowl- full potential. Interested in finding out the design and replacement of new sep- ISTS-Loan-Program or contact Mary
edge. Youth practiced with a coach more? Contact your local 4-H Program tic systems. Since 2014, more than 35 (MVonEschen@co.scott.mn.us, 952residents have received over $450,000. 496-8344) for more information.
prior to participating in the events, and Coordinator, Katie, at (952) 492-5384.

New Prague High School’s fish
surveys “reel in” the Scott WMO

Local youth compete in National 4-H
Shooting Sports championships

Need to replace your septic?

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News from the Law Library

New laws affecting animal trusts,
alimony, jurors take effect
July started the new fiscal year for
the state of Minnesota, and also marked
the beginning of some new laws passed
during the 2016 session. Some of the
most volatile issues were not resolved
by the end of this session, i.e., Real ID,
transportation funding, Sunday liquor
sales, bathroom gender restrictions, and
the Prince Law (this bill would have
given an estate the power to defend
against commercial exploitation for 50
years after a death), but many other bills
were passed. Here are a few new laws
that may have not gotten much publicity, but were passed and might be of
interest.
Juror reimbursement
If you are called for jury duty after
July 5, you will be getting double the
2015 reimbursement amount. (This
sounds great until you realize that you
will be getting $20 a day instead of
$10.) Mileage reimbursement has also
increased from 27 cents per mile to
54 cents per mile. Child care expenses
have been increased to $40 per day per
family.
The raises came after the Legislature
approved $1.5 million in new funding
for the state judicial branch. Minnesota
Supreme Court Chief Justice Lorie Skjerven Gildea acknowledges the small reimbursement in her statement: “Jury service
is one of our most important civic duties
as Americans… [and while] we know that
the small amount jurors receive for their
service doesn’t reflect the importance of
their work, we hope that this higher compensation will make it a little easier for
citizens to participate in their justice system. We are grateful to the Governor and
Legislature for supporting this funding request, and for helping us send a message
to jurors that we value the crucial role they
play in our courts.”
Cohabitation Alimony Reform Act
On August 1, new laws took effect
regarding spousal maintenance (alimony) and cohabitation. One new law allows for adjustments (one year after the
divorce is final) if the spouse receiving
the alimony begins cohabitating with a
significant other. Proponents of the new
law say too many people have been taking advantage of the current system (and
their ex-spouses) by cohabitating instead
of marrying so payments continue. The
new law is not retroactive. The paying
spouse can return to court for reductions, suspensions, or termination of
spousal maintenance, but only for future
payments.
There are four factors that the court
must consider before modifying alimony due to cohabitation:
• whether the obligee would
marry the cohabitant but for the
maintenance award;
• the economic benefit the

•
•

obligee derives from the
cohabitation;
the length of the cohabitation
and the likely future duration
of the cohabitation; and
the economic impact on the
obligee if maintenance is
modified and the cohabitation
ends.

Source: The Office of the Minnesota
Revisor of Statutes

This should be a very interesting
law to watch because it is so subjective. Frequently, people in relationships
don’t even know if they are going to
get married, so how is a judge going to
determine something like that? “Likely
future cohabitation” is another factor
that is frequently hard to determine. It
woudn’t be at all surprising if this statute is revisited in the future.
Caucuses replaced with Primary
Elections
In 2020, Minnesota voters will no
longer stand in long caucus lines to select presidential nominees. It will be the
first time since 1992 that Minnesota will
not be using the caucus system. Unregistered voters will be able to register the
day of the primary and participate. Voters will not be required to register with
a specific party to cast a ballot in that
party’s primary, but will be required to
state “I am in general agreement with
the principles of the party for whose
candidate I intend to vote.”
Animal trusts
Are you worried about taking care of
Fido after you die? Representative Dennis Smith was determined to take care
of his pets after his passing, so he introduced a bill that added animal trusts to
the statutes. In a 50 to 0 vote, Minnesota
became the last state to add animals as
beneficiaries. Minnesota statute now legally requires any money in an animal
trust to be spent only on the animals care
until the death (or in the case of multiple animals, the last animal alive) of the
animal. Any funds remaining would be
distributed to the heirs or as directed by
the trust terms.
If you are interested in finding out
more about new bills/laws from the latest legislative session, you can check
out: New Laws at www.house.leg.state.
mn.us/newlaws/#/search/2016.
New
Laws summarizes newly enacted laws,
vetoed bills, and some proposals that
did not pass into law during a given legislative session.
The Scott County Law Library is a
public library open weekdays from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You can contact the
Law Library at (952) 496-8713 or by emailing us at lawlib@scottlib.org.

Tee It Up For the Task Force
Golf Tournament

Friday, Sept. 9
Stonebrooke Golf Club, Shakopee
8 a.m. shotgun start

Event includes hole prizes (including a car lease sponsored by Wolf
Motors of Jordan) as well as lunch, drawings, and live auction.
To make a reservation, visit www.ChooseNotToUse.org or
www.Stonebrooke.com and click “Event Registration.”
Contact Kathy Welter at (952) 239-6885 for more information.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Duties of sheriff’s office differ
from those of police departments

Before I began pursuing law enforcement as a career, I didn’t know the difference between a police officer and a sheriff’s deputy. To me, those were just titles
that told a person what color their uniforms would be. At the end of the day, I believed that law enforcement professionals had the exact same duties, regardless of
their titles. Of course, I now know there are distinct differences between a police
department and a sheriff’s office, but I still find a large segment of the general public who are not aware of those differences. I thought this forum would be a great
place to explain some of them.
One of the key differences between a police department and a sheriff’s office
is our jurisdictional boundaries. In Scott County, our jurisdictions are separated
by city limits. Each city has a police department which patrols their individual
jurisdictions, while the sheriff’s office is responsible for patrolling areas that are
outside of city limits. In the event that a city does not have a police department,
the sheriff’s office will become the responding law enforcement agency within that
particular city as well.
Beyond the jurisdictional lines, it is the duty of the sheriff’s office to patrol and
respond to incidents on bodies of water. For instance, Upper and Lower Prior
Lake are within the city limits of the City of Prior Lake, but since it is a body of
water, it is the sheriff’s office that is responsible for patrolling the lake and responding to incidents that occur on the lake.
The sheriff’s office is also responsible for providing security at our District
Courts. It is the duty of the sheriff to ensure our courts are able to perform their
services in a safe, secure, and lawful manner. The sheriff’s office provides bailiffs
to the courts, and also provides security at the court’s point of entry. If you’ve been
in the Scott County Government Center sometime over the past two years, you’ve
probably noticed the added security at our points of entry, with metal detectors and
deputies who monitor what is being brought into our courts.
Another duty the sheriff’s office is responsible for is civil process. Civil process
is the handling and serving of legal and court documents such as subpoenas, protection orders, summons, evictions, and dissolution of marriage documents. Our civil
process staff also does sales of foreclosed properties and assists with wage or bank
levies.
If you call 911, you are technically calling a sheriff’s office. By Minnesota
statute, every county shall operate and maintain a 911 emergency telecommunications system. While these 911 centers communicate with all law enforcement, fire
departments, and emergency medical service providers, the duty of having the 911
center, staffing it, and maintaining it falls on the sheriff’s office.
Maintaining a county jail is yet another assignment that falls upon the sheriff’s
office. Like our dispatch center, the jail is a shared resource of all law enforcement
agencies, but once again the construction, maintenance, and staffing of this jail is
the responsibility of the sheriff’s office. The Scott County Jail normally houses
between 100 and 150 inmates, but it is capable of housing up to 264 inmates if
needed.
A final unique responsibility of the sheriff is their relationship with the state.
The county sheriff is the only person within most counties who may request assistance from the Minnesota National Guard. National Guard assistance may be
provided when a situation is beyond the capacity of our local responders and all of
our resources have been exhausted. Regardless of where the incident may have
taken place within our County, the sheriff is the only person who is authorized to
request assistance from the National Guard.
There are several differences between a police department and a sheriff’s office,
but there is one underlying similarity in all law enforcement agencies. Each of us
-- whether police, sheriff, or Minnesota State Patrol -- have a desire and mindset
to keep you safe and secure in your community. All of the officers and deputies in
Scott County wish to protect you and your property with dignity, honor, courage,
and integrity. We hope every individual in this County knows they can trust that
we’ll do our best to serve you.

Sight in guns Oct. 22, 30 at
Regional Training Facility
With deer hunting season rapidly approaching, the SCALE Regional Training Facility will provide two opportunities for hunters to sight-in their rifles
and shotguns.
The dates are:
Saturday, Oct. 22, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 30, 12 noon – 4 p.m.

The fee to use the facility’s range is
$15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations are not required.
The range will be monitored by
trained range safety personnel during
the public shooting times.
Check the RTF webpage at www.
scottcountymn.gov/833/Regional-Public-Safety-Training-Facility for additional info. For questions or more info,

Sight in rifles and shotguns for
hunting season at the training facility.

contact Mike Briese, Facility Manager,
at (952) 496-8948 or via e-mail at mbriese@co.scott.mn.us.
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Project Community Connect set for
Sept. 13; donations, volunteers needed

Fair offers fun, education

Tim Beckman of Jordan (above) assisted his
daughter, Hope, on the merry-go-round at the
Scott County Fair. Below, Scott County Sheriff’s
Department Captain Scott Haas watched as a
fairgoer tested her ability to “walk the line” wearing
special goggles which simulate drunkenness.

The 2016 Scott-Carver Project Community Connect (PCC) will be held from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 13, at Canterbury Park Event
Center (1100 Canterbury Road, Shakopee). This community event offers a one-stop location for direct services to residents of Scott and Carver counties who are
“living on little,” those who are homeless, or those at
risk of becoming homeless.
Free health care services, employment assistance
education, legal assistance, veteran services, housing
information, haircuts, and assistance obtaining birth
certificates, driver licenses and identification cards
will be available. Resources and information will be
available from agencies that provide food support,
energy assistance, educational opportunities, social
services, mental health services, and chemical dependency services. Transportation to the event and child
care at the event will be provided.

Can you help?

Project Community Connect is funded entirely by
donations and is organized and staffed by volunteers
from the community. Many volunteers are needed the
day of the event. PCC also relies on supporters to help
sponsor the event or donate to PCC and to provide
products that are given out to PCC guests. Visit our
website at www.scottcarverpcc.org for more information. If you would like more information on how you
can volunteer and help, please contact Cara Madsen
at (952) 496-8169 or via e-mail at cmadsen@co.scott.
mn.us.

Donations for Project Community Connect can be
brought to any Scott or Carver County library by
Sept. 12.

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park Grand Reopening

Hundreds of participants at the July 16 grand reopening of Cedar Lake Farm
Regional Park enjoyed free activities hosted by Three Rivers Park District.
The Credit River Antique Tractor Show and parades held daily July 15-17
were also popular with both young and old visitors to the beautiful Scott
County Park located nouth of New Prague off County Road 2.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

What Is Your Relationship with Nature?
Our world is changing. People are overworked and overscheduled.
Cities and roads are overcrowded. Screens and technology power
our daily lives. Gone are the days of simplicity — the natural world
often forgotten and replaced with a hustle-and-bustle world.
Renew your relationship with the natural world this fall. Nature, a
Walking Play encourages us to slow down. To take a stroll outside.
To stop and literally smell the roses. The 90-minute play explores
the lives, theology and (sometimes turbulent) friendship of Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, transcendentalists
whose writings resonate even today, over 150 years later.
A philosophical movement during the mid-1800s,
transcendentalism challenged the idea of society, with core beliefs
rooted in individualism and personal relationships with nature. It
is fitting that the set of Nature is the prairie, forest and water of a
park. And fall offers a wild stage to connect with: brilliant colors,
brisk breezes, and migrating birds.
Performances at The Landing – Misnnesota River Heritage Park
offer a unique stage of inspiration with the Minnesota River Valley
being one of the last places Thoreau explored before his death.
Actors from TigerLion Arts bring Emerson, Thoreau and Nature
herself to life, complemented by bagpipes, ancient flutes, and
rich choral arrangements. Improv appearances by raptors flying
overhead, dragonflies, and other wildlife are common. Audience
members are engaged as they move with the actors and chorus
between four scenes located about 100 yards apart.

Especially in today’s world, it is important to remember our bond with the earth and keep our feet rooted in the
ground that made us. Nature strives to revolutionize and strengthen our individual relationship with the natural
world. The warm sun on your face, wind ruffling your clothes, snow and rain falling, storms rolling through,
songbirds singing sweetly — even in the heart of a city, nature is waiting patiently if you open your mind and soul.
Performances of Nature, a Walking Play are held September 23-25 at The Landing. See page 10 for more
information or visit ThreeRiversParks.org to buy tickets.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM, May 1 - September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park has
family and group picnicking, catered events, swimming, and fishing. Enhancements in 2016 include
a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, improved canoe launch and expanded beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities
including a 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails
and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: May 28 - October 31: Mon-Sat: 10 AM-5 PM, Sunday: Noon–5 PM
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park
(formerly Historic Murphy’s Landing) interprets how people have connected with the Minnesota
River Valley and the surrounding cultural and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century
Minnesotans established their lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings
are laid out as a timeline from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by
yourself using interpretive media or while costumed interpreters bring the past alive at living history
days and events.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial
ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski
areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails and
the new 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an
Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise to 10 PM daily
Scott County’s newest regional park includes 3.5 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1-acre small dog
park. Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

The Partnership
The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District Partnership operates
under a Joint Powers Agreement that combines resources to
collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Integrated Public Alert Warning
System arrives in Scott County

Vision 2040

From page 1

2030, Scott County is recognized metrowide as one of the best places to live,
work, shop, and play in the Twin Cities
because we have:
• prospered with a diversity of urban
and rural lifestyle choices;
• respected and managed our
natural and environmental
resources;
• developed and maintained a safe,
efficient, and comprehensive
transportation and trail system;
• met the human and social service
needs of our most important
resource… our citizens and
neighbors;
• diversified our economy; and
• secured a high quality of life for
our citizens through leadership
at the local, regional, state, and
federal level.”
This is the vision that guides all of
today’s decisions at the County when it
comes to creating safe, healthy, and livable communities -- such as the type,
location, and pace of land development;
where to invest in roads, trails, and
bridges; when to preserve land for parks
or open space; why certain measures are
taken to protect the environment; what
kinds of jobs to attract and retain; or
how to best meet the needs of people in
our growing communities.
Since this vision was crafted in
2007, there have been a couple of opportunities for residents to weigh in on
the County’s future. One of those opportunities happened earlier this year,
when 1,500 randomly selected households equally distributed across the five
county commissioner districts received
the 2016 Scott County Resident Survey.
(Out of this sample size, 410 surveys
were completed and returned -- a 28 percent response rate.) This same survey
was administered in 2011 and 2013 with
similar response rates, providing a good
pulse on how residents view the County’s quality of life and prospects for the
future. Here are some key findings as
they relate to the County’s vision:
Residents continue to enjoy a high
quality of life: Respondents awarded the overall quality of life in Scott
County a rating of 70 on the 100-point
scale (where zero equals “poor” and
100 equals “excellent”), which was a
point or two higher than ratings given
in the 2011 and 2013 surveys and higher
than ratings given by residents in other
counties across the U.S. that administer

Share your vision of
Scott County for the
2040 plan

Visit “Speak Up,
Scott County!”
at scottcountymn.gov

the same survey. According to the 2016
survey, the two things respondents liked
most about living in Scott County were
“location” and “small town feel.”
Residents feel safe in their home
and neighborhood: Respondents gave
an average rating of 80 on the 100-point
scale when asked if they felt safe in
their homes, neighborhoods, and from
violent crime. This ranking is similar to
earlier survey results.
Jobs, taxes, and trafﬁc are the
most serious issues facing Scott County: Similar to 2011 and 2013 results,
residents in Scott County said that high
taxes was the biggest issue for the community, followed by a lack of livable
wage jobs and traffic congestion.
Residents place on high value on
outdoor recreation: When rating various characteristics of the county, respondents gave the highest marks for
outdoor recreational opportunities (69
on the 100-point scale); up 10 points
from the 2011 survey.
While this is just a sampling of results from the two dozen questions
posed in the 2016 survey, it does provide one source of data to assess how
well the County is progressing towards
its vision. But more input and data are
needed. To this end, this spring the
County unveiled its community engagement framework for its 2040 comprehensive plan. The framework calls for
public participation using a variety of
opportunities, platforms, venues, and
methods to ensure that the 2040 plan
accurately reflects the vision, goals, and
values of its residents.
“The County will provide a variety
of options for people to share their ideas
and thoughts over the next two years,”
said Planning Manager Brad Davis
about the different methods. “Some
people will be comfortable going to
meetings and open houses to provide
input, others may want to go on-line
or use social media. We want to offer
both options, so people can participate
as little or as much as they like.”
So, with the 2040 comprehensive
planning underway, now is the time for
interested residents to start asking themselves the “big” question. What will
Scott County look like in the year 2040?
If you want to share your thoughts on
this question, or see what others think,
please go to the County’s website and
click on “Speak Up, Scott County!”

Imagine for a moment that it’s Thanksgiving. You’ve prepared a wonderful
meal for your family and friends, many of whom are visiting you from out of town
and maybe even out of state. As you are about to enjoy your Thanksgiving feast,
your cell phone gives you an alert message. You pick it up and the alert tells you
there has been a hazardous materials release from a motor vehicle accident on a
nearby highway, and you should not go outdoors.
You realize this is a critical message and you are about to tell your family and
friends, but you immediately realize they got the message on their phones as well,
even your family who are visiting from out of state got the message. You may
have thought you all got a message from CodeRED, the County’s mass notification
system, but then you realize your family and friends who aren’t from the area have
never heard of CodeRED. Where did this message come from?
The message did not come from CodeRED, it came from the Integrated Public
Alert and Warning System (IPAWS). During an emergency, alert and warning officials need to provide the public with life-saving information quickly, and IPAWS
is the latest tool to help us do just that. IPAWS provides Scott County with a way
to alert and warn the public about serious emergencies using the Emergency Alert
System (EAS), Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radios, and more.
What does this mean for you, and how is IPAWS different than CodeRED? The
simple answer is, IPAWS allows us to reach not just Scott County residents in an
emergency, and we can also reach people who may be visiting our County at locations such as the Renaissance Festival, Valleyfair, Mystic Lake Casino, or Canterbury Park. Regardless of where the person may live, if they happen to be in Scott
County in the area of immediate danger, they will have a good chance of getting an
emergency message if it is sent through IPAWS.
IPAWS messages will come to you through your mobile device, through TV
and radio, and through the internet. And we can set the message to last during a
long duration. In other words, if you weren’t in Scott County when the emergency
occurred, but drove into Scott County two hours after the emergency message was
sent, you will still get the emergency message the moment you cross into the identified emergency area.
Scott County will still use CodeRED for most mass notification messages, but
if the emergency message is life threatening to the public, we will use IPAWS to
ensure the message reaches the largest possible audience. Perhaps the best part
for you is, you don’t need to sign up for IPAWS. Modern smartphones come
with Wireless Emergency Alerts enabled and will allow you to receive the IPAWS
messages if you are in the area of the hazard and have a cell phone, radio, TV, or
weather radio with you at the time of the emergency.
In the end, IPAWS is one more tool we have in public safety. It’s a tool we
plan to use only in the most significant emergencies, but it will allow our vital
messages to reach more people when and where they need that message most. If
you would like more information about IPAWS, FEMA has created an online training on IPAWS for the public called “Integrated Public Alert and Warning System
(IPAWS) for the American Public.” To access this training, please visit https://
emilms.fema.gov/IS0248/index.htm.

Know any young artists?

Students invited to submit designs

Younger residents also have an opportunity to share their vision for Scott
County, perhaps in a more artistic fashion. Scott County is inviting students in
grades K-8 from area schools and communities to help develop several designs
and drawings for the County’s new 2040
Comprehensive Plan (as well as a logo
for the Scott County Statewide Health
Improvement Program, or SHIP). The
winning submissions will be used for the
document cover page and section title
pages of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, or will be used in promotional materials, websites, and for materials produced by Scott County SHIP.
We’re looking for submissions from six topic areas. The first is a SHIP logo
aimed at creating good health for local communities by supporting healthy eating and active lifestyle choices, and understanding that “health matters.” The
other five topic areas will support the cover pages of the 2040 Comprehensive
Plan. These topics include land use, transportation, parks and trails, water and
natural resources, and an overall vision for Scott County.
Any design will be accepted, whether hand drawn or computer-based. Each
winning design will receive recognition in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, a
certificate, and cash prize of $100. Submission deadline is October 15, 2016.
Winning designs will be chosen by a committee of Scott County employees
working on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan and SHIP. Designs will be chosen by
November 1, and winners will be notified by November 15, 2016. All decisions
are final.
Entries may be submitted by email or paper form. To download a registration form and view other details about the contest, go to www.scottcountymn.
gov/1397/Logo-Competition.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use.

From Savage:

2016 Community Survey says,
“Savage is a great place to live”
According to the recent community survey, 91 percent of residents rank Savage as a great place to live
and raise kids. Seven hundred eleven residents completed the survey (34 percent response rate) and eight
in 10 rated the overall quality of life in Savage and the
City’s overall image as good/excellent. Safety services such as police, fire, ambulance and crime prevention all were rated highly by nine out of 10 residents.
And 90 percent had a positive overall feeling of safety
in Savage.
From the survey, it is evident that Savage residents
value the rich parks, recreation programs, and facilities available as well as the quality of the overall natural environment in Savage. Eighty seven percent of
residents rated City parks as good or excellent, and
84 percent feel it is important for Savage to continue to be a leader in environmental stewardship and
minimize negative impacts on the environment. Savage residents embody this eco-friendly concept with
96 percent of folks saying they recycle. This benchmark is high compared to other communities across
the nation.
A sense of community is also important to Savage
residents. While 64 percent currently rate the sense of
community as positive, an overwhelming 96 percent
of residents felt building a sense of community was
important for the City to focus on over the next five
years.
When compared to other Minnesota communities,
Savage ranked better than most for K-12 education,
city services, availability of affordable, quality housing and child care, cost of living, and having a vibrant
commercial area. Savage tended to rank lower in employment opportunities, public transportation, and as
a destination to visit.
For a more detailed look at the survey questions
and results, go to cityofsavage.com or contact Emily
Gunderson, Communications Manager, at egunderson@ci.savage.mn.us or (952) 882-2655.

From Shakopee:
Construction progresses at
Shakopee Community Center,
Ice Arena

It’s been a busy summer of construction at the
Shakopee Community Center. The new, two-rink ice
arena is on schedule to open later this year. Once the
arena is completed, work on a new aquatic center and
fitness center will begin at the Community Center.
This summer, crews have been remodeling the existing Community Center building to add multipurpose rooms, indoor playground, and an updated main
entrance.
Construction is also ongoing for the new community room and senior lounge on the front of the building.
The senior lounge is set to open in September with a
grand opening celebration. Check the city website at
www.ShakopeeMN.gov/ccimprovements for all the
latest information and photos.

City meets with townships to
discuss future of west end

City leaders have been meeting with Scott County and Jackson Township officials to discuss future

development in west Shakopee. After completing a
master land use study earlier this year, the city is exploring how to develop the area, provide necessary
infrastructure, and potentially annex the land.
The city has already received interest in developing west Shakopee. Hy-Vee announced plans earlier
this year to build a new grocery store, convenience
store and car wash on approximately 16.5 acres at
Adams Street and Vierling Drive. The city is also currently seeking proposals to develop approximately 30
city-owned acres near Shakopee Town Square.
The complete west end study is available on the
city website under “Planning.”

Bob and the Beachcombers and a goldfish hunt
will be featured at the Shakopee aquatic park on
Aug. 21, the last day of the season.

SandVenture season ends
Aug. 21 with goldfish hunt

Don’t let summer slip by without taking a dip at
SandVenture Aquatic Park, 1101 Adams St. S., Shakopee. Enjoy thrills on the water slide, build a sandcastle, or just soak up the rays at this unique, sandbottom pool!
On the final day of operation, Sunday, Aug. 21,
visitors are invited to bring their nets and buckets for
the annual Goldfish Hunt. Bob and the Beachcombers will perform at 4 p.m., followed by the release of
goldfish into the pool at 5 p.m. SandVenture Aquatic
Park is open daily from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. through
Aug. 21. Admission is $5 to $7. More information is
available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/sandventure.

Show Off Shakopee photo
contest starts in September

Photographers who live, work, or attend school in
Shakopee are invited to participate in the City’s annual
Show Off Shakopee photo contest. Submissions will
be accepted in September with winners announced in
the Winter/Spring Hometown Messenger in November. More information is available on the City website
at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/showoffshakopee.

Scott County Senior Expo set
for Oct. 21 in Shakopee
The Scott County Senior Expo will be held Friday, Oct. 21 from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. at Shakopee High
School, (100 17th Ave. W.,
Shakopee).
Entertainment will be
provided by Colleen Wold
Hiebeler, guitarist and humorist. Paul Douglas, a
meteorologist who has had
over 30 years of broadcast
and radio experience at
both WCCO and KARE11,
Paul Douglas
will be the guest speaker.
The $15 admission fee includes a continental
breakfast, lunch, vendor booths, and a chance to
win prizes! Register by contacting Shakopee Parks

and Recreation at (952) 233-9511 or via e-mail at
mschneider@ShakopeeMN.gov. You can also pick
up a registration form at the Shakopee Community
Center. Registration begins on Sept. 6.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
Wacipi to celebrate Native
American culture, Aug. 19-21

Bringing together thousands of spectators and
hundreds of dancers, the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) Wacipi will celebrate Native American culture Aug. 19-21. Grand entries are
set for 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the Wacipi Grounds, 3212
Dakotah Parkway, Shakopee. The Wacipi will also be
previewed during our Wacipi Exhibition 2 p.m. and 5
p.m. Aug. 18 at the Mall of America Rotunda, with a
special ceremony honoring veterans at 3:30 p.m.
The Wacipi, or Pow Wow, is a celebration of
life—with dancing, singing, and visiting. We gather
to meet old friends, make new ones, and honor those
who have come before us. The Wacipi, which means
“they all dance” in the Dakota language, transcends
generations. It was originally a gathering time held
at the end of a season to celebrate a good hunt or recognize a positive event. There, Indian people would
dance to entertain, but the dancing was originally a
part of ceremonial practices and used to tell tribal
stories.
Today, the SMSC’s Wacipi is a contest Pow Wow,
where dancers compete in categories and age groups,
including tiny tots, juniors, teens, junior and senior
adults, and golden age. The revamped drum contest
will welcome drum groups from across the country to
compete this year as well.
Contemporary Wacipis have also begun to incorporate Wacipi Royalty. The selected youth compete
to represent their respective tribal nations, acting as
ambassadors for their people. The SMSC Royalty is
selected at a Wakaneza (Youth) Wacipi every January.
Throughout a Wacipi, specialized dances and
ceremonies called “Specials” are integrated, usually
honoring a specific individual. They include Honor
Songs, Giveaways, and Naming Ceremonies. The
memorial Honor Songs recognize someone who has
passed away in the past year.
Please join us as we celebrate our culture, heritage
and people at this year’s Wacipi. For more information, visit smscwacipi.org and facebook.com/shakopeepowwow. Be a part of the fun or follow it with the
event’s hashtag: #SMSCWacipi.

Wacipi exhibition, Aug. 18

Get a sneak peek of the SMSC Wacipi during the
Aug. 18 exhibition at the Mall of America Rotunda.
Exhibitions: 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.; Honoring Veterans
Ceremony at 3:30 p.m.

The Wacipi will be held at the SMSC Pow Wow
Grounds Aug. 19-21.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Community solar gardens generate renewable power
Our electricity is generated in many ways. About
86 percent of our electricity is generated from nonrenewable fossil fuels such as coal, nuclear fission,
and natural gas. Renewable energy sources like wind,
water, and solar make up only 14 percent; out of that,
solar power is a small 0.5 percent. There are many advantages to solar power, including low maintenance,
few moving parts, sustainable and renewable power
generation, and government tax credits. A few disadvantages? No power generation during the night or
heavy cloud cover, efficiency is low (at about 20 percent), and a high upfront investment.
Solar panels are made of a thin layer of silicon.
Sunlight strikes the silicon and forces electrons to
move., and this movement creates electrical current in
the panel. Many of these panels are connected together, and this creates the solar energy source.
There are two options for installation: On an individual basis or as a community. If a homeowner is
looking to install solar panels on an individual level,
he or she would contract with a solar installation contractor. The system design would need to fit either on
the roof or on the homeowner’s property somewhere.
The upfront cost of this installation averages around
$20,000; there are some tax credits available to offset
this cost. And if the homeowner ever moved, the system would remain with the house.
Community solar is a relatively new option. It’s
based on having a centrally located solar array that
produces electricity for its participating subscribers.

A community solar project consists of multiple
solar panels that collect sunlight and convert it
into electricity.

This could be taken to the extreme with one large array
for all of the United States. (According to some calculations it would have to measure 2,000 square miles
and consist of about 3 billion solar panels!) Of course,
it doesn’t account for power production at night time
or just the infrastructure needed to construct something on that scale.
Recent 2013 state law requires utility companies to
get 1.5 percent of their energy production from solar
power by 2020. It also offered a 30 percent tax credit
for solar installation that was due to expire in 2016, but
was extended to 2020. Part of that law required Xcel
energy to develop a community solar program.

Each community solar garden produces up to one
megawatt of power for its subscribers. The subscribers
purchase part of the generated electricity, and receive a
full or partial credit from their utility company. (The
amount is dependent on the size of their subscription.)
This allows renters or homeowners lacking capital to
invest in an individual system to get access to the benefits afforded by solar power. Depending on the community solar program, the subscriber has the option of
paying for their subscription all up front or on a month
to month basis. The subscriber can also be either in the
county or a county adjacent to the solar garden.
There are a few disadvantageous to communitybased solar. It is very speculative; you are at the mercy
of the energy industry. If the cost of energy production drops, the credit you see on the utility bill might
be lowered -- or even a payment required. Also, the
subscription to the community solar program is usually a 25 year contract. This subscription might not be
transferable if you sell your home. If you’re considering a community solar contract, make sure to do your
homework and know that nothing is guaranteed.
Community solar gardens are a step away from
non-renewable energy sources to sustainable energy
sources; a step that can provide solar power to everyone without the headache of installation, physical size,
and maintaince of an individual system. There are still
issues to be worked out with subscriptions, contracts,
and the relatively new industry, but community solar
gardens appear to be the wave of the future.

HHW facility finds new uses for lawn mowers
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility is always
striving to manage the waste it receives
in the most economical and environmentally-friendly way possible. You
may have noticed that in the last couple
years we have been taking “household
quantities” of scrap metal; two of these
items are lawn mowers and snow blowers. Some of the better quality mowers
are put in the RE-use room for repair,
while others at the end of their lives are
drained of fluids and sent off as scrap
metal to be melted down and manufactured into new products.
Recently, the Scott County HHW
facility has been working with and donating some lawn mowers and snowblowers to the Belle Plaine High School
Small Gas Engine Program. These
items are not only being reused, but are
also contributing to the education of
young people in the skill of repairing
small gas engines.
Bruce Mathiowetz teaches a small
gas engines class in the Industrial Arts
Division at Belle Plaine High School
where students learn how to repair, re-

build, and fix small gas engines while
increasing their knowledge base of the
subject and at the same time learning
critical thinking skills. “These mowers
are repaired and sold, the money is then
reinvested into the program. It will be
used to purchase a new set of tools or
equipment necessary for our program,”
said Mathiowetz.
If you are involved with a school,
educational institution, or non-profit organization that could benefit from these
types of items, please reach out to a staff
member at the Scott County HHW facility and inquire if a donation would be
possible. Staff can be reached in the
Environmental Services Department at
(952) 496-8475.
The HHW facility is located at 588
Country Trail East in Spring Lake
Township. We are directly west of the
intersection at Highway 282, 13, and
Marschall Road. We are open Wednesdays from 12 noon to 6 p.m., Thursdays
from 12 noon to 4 p.m., and Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to noon. (Please note that
due to a HHW building expansion
project, you can anticipate closures of

Tax-forfeited lands
taxes during that time. Interest will also accrue. The
year the property is scheduled to forfeit, and one year
prior to forfeiture, letters are sent to every person or
company that has a recorded interest in the property to
inform them of the tax status and the impending forfeiture, if taxes remain unpaid.
The annual forfeiture date is the second Monday in
May. If taxes aren’t paid by then, a notice of forfeiture
is filed with the County Recorder and the property is
forfeited to the state of Minnesota. The state holds it
in trust for the local governments. In the meantime,
counties must maintain the properties.
Cities and townships have the first 60 days after
forfeiture to determine if the property will be sold or
be taken for a public purpose, such as storm sewer
ponding or parkland. They can also decide to purchase it at the appraised value for a purpose such as
economic development. A Community Development
Agency (CDA) also has the option to get the property
for low-income housing. However, they must pay the
appraised value if they plan to resell it.
If a local unit of government doesn’t want it, a lienholder with an interest in the property can request to
repurchase it by paying all the back taxes and costs
incurred by the county to get to the point of forfeiture
and to clean and/or maintain it.
Appraisals are done to determine the value of

Bruce Mathiowetz, an instructor for a small gas engine class at Belle Plaine
High School, uses lawn mowers and snow blowers received by the Scott
County Household Hazardous Waste Facility to teach students how to repair
and maintain them. The mowers and snow blowers are then sold, with the
money going back into the school’s Industrial Arts program.

the facility from Sept. 2 through January 2017.)
For further information, check out
our new website for the most up-to-date

information at www.scottcountymn.gov
or enter into your search engine “Scott
County MN HHW.”
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the properties, and it is determined if there will be a
public or private sale. The unbuildable strips of land
are typically sold through a private sale to an adjoining landowner and are not put up for auction. If it is
determined that a property will be sold at auction, a
date is set, a posting is sent out to the County’s legal newspaper (currently, the Belle Plaine Herald)
and put on the County’s website (www.scottcountymn.gov), and notifications are sent to anyone who
has requested public auction information. (To get on
this list, call Property and Taxation Services at 952496-8115 or sign up at www.scottcountymn.gov/1163/
Property-and-Taxation-Services.)
The auctions are typically held in October or November, following County Board approval. “We usually have just a handful of forfeitures, at most, by the
time we reach this point,” said Geis.
The O’Dowd Lake property will be on the auction this year, and likely several other properties. The
O’Dowd Lake property required special legislation
(passed this year) to be released for sale because it adjoins surface water. Therefore, its sale needed to be
approved by the Department of Natural Resources and
the Legislature.
If the properties are not sold through the auction
process, they end up on a list of properties available
at www.scottcountymn/documentcenter/view/4888.

These properties all have an appraised value attached
and can be purchased for that price. Geis said that if
a potential buyer believes the property is overvalued,
appraisers will take another look at it. The County
Board then has to approve the adjustment and the public again has to be notified the price has been reduced
and they can bid on it.
“It’s good to get these properties sold,” said Geis,
who has dealt with a house filled with garbage and two
gas stations with contamination, all of which had to be
cleaned up before going on the market. In the case of
the “garbage house,” it was cleaned up by the County
and then sold to a contractor who completely restored
it before selling it. One gas station in Belle Plaine had
contaminated soils and underground tanks which were
cleaned up and removed before it was recently sold for
another business enterprise. The other gas station in
Shakopee had contamination and underground tanks
that needed remediation and removal prior to sale.
Prior to the sale occurring, after the County cleaned
the property, the City purchased the property for the
appraised value, demolished the building, and is holding the property for economic development purposes.
That property is located on First Avenue.
“We’re always happy when these properties begin
generating taxes rather than using taxpayer resources
to maintain,” said Geis.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Historical photos sought for displays

The holidays celebrating veterans and the birth of our nation have come and
gone. I hope each of you were able to take even a few minutes to reflect on the
meaning of these important days. Perhaps you viewed our veterans display if you
visited the Scott County Government Center in May. We have a display honoring
those who made the ultimate sacrifice, and the men and women who served but are
no longer with us.
The Scott County Veterans Services Office maintains this display. If you want
to add a photo of a loved one who served in the Armed Forces and has a strong
connection with Scott County, contact our ofﬁce. We will need a photo, preferably a picture of the individual in their military uniform, and information such as
date of birth and date of death. We often get comments on why this person or that
person isn’t included in our photo slideshow. Our office will happily include Scott
County veterans if provided a photo. The photo will be scanned so you will get the
picture back. It is my opinion our display is solemn memorial that properly honors
our heroes.
The Scott County Veterans Services contact number is (952) 496-8176.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SCHS plans new exhibit
on Scott County tourism
Valleyfair! Celebrating 40 Years of
Fun! Can you believe it’s been 40
years since our favorite amusement
park opened? Generations of
youngsters and the young-at-heart
have enjoyed this local treasure. From
the original roller coaster, the High
Roller, to some of the latest additions,
such as Steel Venom, Valleyfair has
been a resource for family fun for
four decades. Visit our exhibit to see
fun artifacts from Valleyfair history.
Exhibit runs until October 2016.

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
The Beyond the Yellow Ribbon South of the River is hosting their 6th Annual
Golf Fall Classic. This fundraiser supports the many activities this organization
provides to support our local veterans. It will be held at Stonebrooke Golf Club
on September 12, 2016. The tournament is a four-person team, 18-hole scramble
with special events. For more information, contact Pete Brown at (952) 892-6987
or Gary Helm at (952) 894-2080. You can check their website at www.btrysouthoftheriver.org.

Did your taxes take a big jump?
Special refund may be available

Some taxpayers may be eligible* for
a “special” property tax refund from the
state of Minnesota. If you have already
filed the Form M1PR for 2015 Minnesota Homestead Credit Refund, you can
disregard this notice. The special property tax refund is available to homeowners and has no income limit, unlike the
“regular” property tax refund.
To qualify for the special property tax
refund:
• You must have lived in your home
on January 2, 2015 and January 2,
2016;
• Your net property tax on your
homestead must have increased by
more than 12 percent from 2015 to
2016; and
• The increase must have been at
least $100.
You may ﬁle for free on the
Minnesota Department of Revenue

website!
• Go to www.revenue.state.mn.us
• Click “Property Tax Refund”
under “For Individuals” to get
started
*Additional requirements may apply-please refer to the Form M1PR filing
instructions.

Need forms?
• Visit the Minnesota Department of
Revenue website at www.revenue.
state.mn.us
• Visit your local library
• Call (651) 296-4444 or 1 (800)
657-3676
Scott County Tax Statements can be
viewed online at www.scottcountymn.
gov. Your 2015 return should be filed
by August 15, 2016. The final deadline
to claim the 2015 refund is August 15,
2017.

Change in Social Security
rules may affect some retirees
Have you heard that some of Social
Security’s rules about claiming benefits
are changing? It’s true. The Bipartisan
Budget Act that passed last November
closed two complex loopholes that were
used primarily by married couples. We
want you to know why this happened,
how it might affect you, and what you
should do next.
But first, don’t forget that one of the
best ways to increase your Social Security retirement benefit is to delay claiming it between ages 62 and 70. Each
month you delay results in a higher
monthly benefit for the rest of your life.
The new law doesn’t change this.
The new law closes loopholes that
allowed some married couples to receive higher benefits than intended.
Only a small fraction of retirees used
these loopholes. Closing them helps
restore fairness and strengthens Social
Security’s long-term financing.
So what’s changing with the new
rules?

•

•

If you are eligible for benefits both
as a retiree and as a spouse (or
divorced spouse), you must start
both benefits at the same time.
This “deemed filing” used to apply
only before the full retirement
age, which is currently 66. Now it
applies at any age up to 70, if you
turned 62 after Jan. 1, 2016.
If you take your retirement benefit
and then ask (on or after April 30,
2016) to suspend it to earn delayed
retirement credits, your spouse
or dependents generally won’t be
able to receive benefits on your
Social Security record during the
suspension. You also won’t be
able to receive spouse benefits on
anyone else’s record during that
time.

For more information about these
changes in the law, please visit Recent
Social Security Claiming Changes and
Retirement Planner at www.ssa.gov.

Wish You Were Here: Tourism in
Scott County -- Scott County has
been a vacation destination for over
a century. This exhibit explores the
many tourist attractions that have
drawn visitors here over the years,
including the resorts at Prior Lake,
Mudbaden Sulphur Springs, the
Renaissance Festival, Canterbury
Park, Mystic Lake, Valleyfair, Elko
Speedway, and more! See amazing
photos and artifacts, and share your
favorite memories of these fun places!
Exhibit opens September 2016 and
runs through August 2018. Join
us on Thursday, Sept. 22, from
6:30 - 8 p.m. for a special reception
to celebrate the opening of this new
exhibit! Light refreshments will be
served. This event is free with regular
museum admission ($4 for adults, $2
for students, free for SCHS members).
SCHS Silent Film Festival, Thursday,
Aug. 11, 18, and 25. Movies will begin
at approximately 8 p.m. (at sundown).
Join us for
silent movies
in the Stans
Garden
Thursday
nights during
the month
of August!
Bring a
blanket or lawn chair, pack a picnic,
and get ready to enjoy some of the
greatest hits from the silent film era.
Free! Beverages and popcorn will be
available for sale.
Pedaling the Past Bike Tour,
Saturday, Aug. 13 and Sept. 10, 10
a.m. to 12 noon. Join us for a oneof-a-kind bike
tour! We’ll
travel along
the Minnesota
Valley State Trail
in Shakopee
and explore
how the rich
natural landscape of this area has
supported its inhabitants for hundreds
of years. Tour lasts approximately
two hours and covers about six
miles total. Participants must bring
their own bikes and must wear
helmets (no exceptions!). This tour

is open to participants ages 12 and
up; participants under age 18 must
be accompanied by an adult. Tour
is free, but advance registration is
required. To register, visit http://bit.
ly/29GkE3I. This program is presented
in partnership with Southwest Metro
Educational Cooperative Adult Basic
Ed. ELL classes.

Walking Tour: Shakopee
Environmental History, Tuesday,
Aug. 23, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Explore
Shakopee’s environmental history up
close with this unique walking tour!
We’ll walk along the Minnesota Valley
State Trail in Huber Park as well as
through historic downtown Shakopee.
Tour lasts approximately one hour.
Participation is free, but advance
registration is required. To register,
visit http://bit.ly/28MHrxB. This
program is presented in partnership
with Southwest Metro Educational
Cooperative Adult Basic Ed. ELL
classes.
Shakespeare in the Garden, Saturday,
Sept. 24, 10:30 a.m. -12 noon. Sit back
and enjoy Shakespeare as you’ve never
seen him before, courtesy of the River
Valley Theater Company! Performance
takes place in the Stans Garden at the
Scott County Historical Society – bring
a blanket or chair to sit on. All ages are
welcome… and it’s free!
Museum Day Live!, Saturday, Sept.
24, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Enjoy a free visit
to the Scott County Historical Society
as part of Smithsonian Magazine’s
national “Museum Day Live!”
program. Get your free SCHS tickets
at http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
museumday/, then come on down for a
day of exhibits and fun!
Save the date! Cheers! Wine – Spirits
– Beer Tasting Event, Thursday, Oct.
13, 7:30 - 10 p.m. at Turtle’s 1890
Social Centre (112 Lewis St. South,
Shakopee). Join us for an evening of
local craft brews, wine, and spirits in
support of the Scott County Historical
Society. Event includes wine, beer,
and liquor tastings, appetizers, silent
auction, and more! Tickets are $45
for SCHS members and $50 for nonmembers. Must be 21 or older to
attend.
All Things Minnesota Book Club
– meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third
Thursday of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6
p.m. All types of handcrafters -- from
beginners to masters -- are welcome.
Check us out on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise noted, events take place at SCHS. Fees may
be charged for some events. Call (952)
445-0378, e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.scottcountyhistory.org for more information.
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Labor Day designated after strife, strikes, deaths

By Kathleen Klehr, Scott County
Historical Society Executive Director
To many people, Labor Day is the
last “free” day before school starts… the
last chance to squeeze in a vacation… a
day that marks the end of summer… a
day off work to relax. But it is so much
more than that. The Labor Day holiday
is dedicated to the social and economic
achievements of American workers. It
is a national tribute to the contributions
workers made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. 1
Here’s the history behind this holiday.
In the late 1800s, America was at the
peak of the Industrial Revolution – manufacturing was replacing agriculture as
the primary employer. People worked
12 hours a day, seven days a week, just
to scrape by. Children as young as five
or six years old worked in mills, factories, and mines all across the country,
earning a fraction of what adults earned
for the same job. Working conditions
were unsafe: not enough access to fresh
air, unsanitary facilities, and no breaks.
These conditions often led to violent
outbreaks of strikes and battles all over
the country. In the coal mining region
of Pennsylvania, a secret miner’s association called the “Molly Maguires”
burned buildings, controlled county officials, and murdered bosses and supervisors who offended them. The “Great
[railroad] Strike of 1877” sparked battles
between militia and crowds throughout
the Midwest and eastern states, requiring federal soldiers to restore order.
Although labor unions had been
around since the early 18th century, by
the late 1880s they became much more
prominent and vocal, organizing strikes
and rallies to protest poor working conditions and renegotiate hours and pay.2
One of the bloodiest protests took
place in Chicago on May 4, 1886, known
as the Haymarket Square Riot. The city
was the center of bitter nationwide fight
concerning the right of workers to an
eight-hour day. A group of workers met
in Haymarket Square to protest an earlier police attack that left six people dead.
Thousands of workers turned out for
the protest, which was attended by the
mayor and other police officials. The
mayor and most of the workers left by
10:30 p.m., but about 500 workers remained when police arrived to disband
the meeting. When the evacuation command was shouted, a dynamite bomb
was thrown into the police – killing officers and labor leaders alike.3 By morning, the deaths were blamed on labor
leaders.4 Although lacking evidence,
eight labor leaders and anarchists were
arrested, tried for murder, found guilty,
and sentenced to death. Four were
hung on November 11, 1887 – known
as Black Friday. The executions were
seen as a triumph of law and order. Interpretation of the Haymarket Square
incident by the media sparked the first
“Red Scare” in America, prompting
repression of controversial ideas. The
incident was also blamed for destroying
the Knights of Labor, America’s largest
and most inclusive labor union.
Then in the early 1890s, a bad recession hit with repercussions throughout
industry. One result was a lower de-

Laws helped end the practice of using child labor in the United States. (Library
of Congress photo)

mand for railway cars, which prompted
Chicago railway magnet George Pullman to lay off workers and reduce wages. To grasp how much of an impact this
had, an understanding of the “company
town” is needed.
A Pullman “company town” was a
utopian worker’s community. Houses,
stores, and banks were owned by the
company, which set the rents that were
automatically deducted from weekly
paychecks. This worked quite well until the recession hit and George Pullman
laid off hundreds of workers and cut
wages, but rents stayed the same.5
Workers walked out and demanded
lower rents and higher pay. The American Railway Union supported the workers, and trains with Pullman cars were
boycotted across the nation. Railroad
cars were burned, riots took place, and
mobs of non-union workers joined in –
making this a national issue.
President Grover Cleveland declared
the strike a federal crime (as it interrupted mail trains), and sent troops to break
up the strike, which incited violence.
Near Chicago, two men were killed by
U.S. deputy marshals and the strike was
doomed. By August 3, 1894, the strike
was over, the leader of the American
Railway Union (Eugene Debs) was in
prison, the union disbanded, and Pullman employees had to sign a pledge
they would never unionize again. Aside
from the AFL and a few other railroad brotherhoods, industrial workers’
unions were effectively stamped out until the Great Depression.6
These two events – the Haymarket
Square and Pullman strike are remembered with special holidays today.
Haymarket: The execution of labor
leaders and anarchists in the Haymarket
Square incident inspired labor leaders
globally, and led to the designation of
May 1 as International Labor Holiday.
Pullman: Maybe because 1894 was
an election year and Grover Cleveland
was running for reelection, or he was
responding to protests about his harsh
methods in ending the Pullman strike,
but most likely the Labor Day Holiday
was declared because there was already
a movement for a national Labor Day

Eight labor leaders were executed following the Haymarket Square incident
in Chicago in 1887. (Library of Congress photo)

that started in 1892. By 1894, Congress
passed an act making the first Monday in September of each year a legal
“workingmen’s” holiday.7
So, when the Labor Day holiday
comes around, keep in mind the reason
behind the holiday. Celebrate the eighthour workday, five-day work week,
clean and safe working conditions,
working age restrictions, and a day to
do absolutely nothing.
Learn more about our connections
to history at the Scott County Historical Society (235 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee). Visit us online at www.
scottcountyhistory.org, www.facebook.
com/SCHSHistory, www.twitter.com/
ScottCountyHist.
(Endnotes)
1
US Department of Labor
2
History.com
3
To this day, no one knows who
threw the bomb.
4
Thompson Gale, Haymarket
Square Riot, 2008
5
PBS Newshour – The Origins of

Shakopee Argus, Sept. 8, 1898
Labor Day, Sept. 2, 2001
6
Ibid
7
September was chosen for Labor
Day to keep it from being confused with
the International Labor Holiday.
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Participants in the Seed Art class at
the Belle Plaine Library produced
some colorful projects.

Library News

A cake decorating class offered as
part of the Library’s “Bookawocky”
Summer Reading Program attracted
numerous participants who left with
new skills and giant frosted cookies.

Libraries teach early
literacy skills to families

Learn how to keep shoreline from eroding.

Stabilize Your Shoreline
workshop offered this fall
If wave action, ice heaves, and lack
of buffers along your shoreline are
causing it to shrink, stop the destruction. You have an opportunity to learn
how to protect and stabilize this area
between your lawn and the stream bank
or shoreline. This fall, a workshop for

all residents in Scott County is being
offered from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 6, at Spring Lake Town Hall, 20381
Fairlawn Avenue, Prior Lake.
To register, please call the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425, by Tuesday,
Sept. 22.

A six-row cover crop interseeder is
available to rent from SWCD.

Cover crop between corn rows, 26
days after seeding.

New cover crop inter-seeder
arrives; first demo a success
On Friday, June 17, farmers and conservation leaders from Scott County
and nearby local agencies gathered at
Jim and Chris Schwingler’s farm in St
Lawrence Township for a demonstration
of the District’s newly purchased cover
crop inter-seeder. This unit is the first of
its kind in the state, and can plant cover
crop seed into standing crops, leaving

more time for growth before the fall
frost. It is available for rent from the
SWCD at a rate of $170, which includes
a $50 refundable deposit and the first
15 acres of use. For more information,
contact Todd at the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan at (952)
492-5425.

How can your business grow?
Try “Economic Gardening”
Do you know a small to mid-sized
business or company here in Scott
County poised for growth in the coming
years?
Scott County offers a unique national
program called “Economic Gardening”
aimed at cultivating “second stage”
business grow and thrive in our region.
Scott County -- in partnership with Hennepin, Ramsey, Carver, and Anoka -wants to help growing businesses make
better decisions for the future through
strategic research, facilitated CEO discussions of relevant issues, and interest forums. Now in its third year, Scott
County is part of the largest multi-county Economic Gardening program in the
nation!
Over the course of eight months,
accepted companies will participate in
CEO roundtables and forums, as well as
spend approximately 50 hours collaborating with the research team. The best

part? It’s free, all of the fees associated
with the Economic Gardening program
are covered by Scott County. We are
recruiting for the 2016/17 session this
summer.
What businesses are eligible?
• Privately held businesses
• 10-99 employees
• Revenue between $1M-$50M
• Ready to transition from small to
large — past start-up stage but not
yet mature
• Appetite and aptitude for growth

If you know of a business or company that meets these eligibility requirements, please contact Brad Davis at
bdavis@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 4968654. For more information on Economic Gardening in Scott County, visit
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1196/
Economic-Gardening.

By Jacob Grussing
Scott County Library Director
When you think of storytime at the
library, what do you imagine? A group
of children sitting quietly while the librarian reads Green Eggs and Ham?
That’s what it was like when I was a kid.
At Scott County Library we still read
aloud, but our storytimes are way more
dynamic than what you may have experienced. We play music, we dance, we
sing, we count, we rhyme, and we learn
about shapes and colors. Sometimes we
do yoga, and sometimes we even wear
pajamas!
Behind all of that excitement, there
are carefully planned lessons designed
to educate as much as they entertain.
Library staff are focused on supporting parents and caregivers as they teach
their children early literacy skills. In recognition of that focus, we started using
the term “early literacy class” instead of
“storytime.” Our classes help children
develop their memory, listening, and
vocabulary skills; teach essential school
readiness skills like taking turns and participating in group activities; and, most
importantly, show children that reading
is a fun, worthwhile activity. We believe
these targeted activities foster a love of
reading, prepare children for kindergarten, and help children learn to read by
third grade, which allows them to read

to learn for the rest of their lives.
There’s another thing about early literacy classes I should clarify. Our classes are for everyone, not just children
who don’t have many books at home.
For children, It’s important to hear another adult read to them and watch other
kids get engaged in a story. Our classes
expose children to a wide variety of authors and writing styles. At home, a child
may flip through the pages of a book,
ask to have the same book read over and
over, or ask to stop reading a book halfway through and switch to another. But
in early literacy class, they learn to sit
still and listen to a book that someone
else has chosen. For parents and caregivers, library staff share skills to support children’s learning. We model basic
skills that you can use at home—pointing to words as you read them, asking
questions about what is on the page, and
encouraging predictions about what is
coming next in the story.
It’s never too early or too late to begin reading to a child, and library staff
are here to help parents and caregivers support children’s learning. Scott
County Library offers free and fun early
literacy classes for babies, toddlers, and
preschoolers at locations throughout the
County. Check out the “Events & Classes” page at www.scottlib.org for more
details.

4-H Lego Robotics begins Sept. 19

Are your kids interested in Lego Robotics? Do you want your child to learn
by doing? Lego Robotics for beginners
will kick off on Monday, September 19
at 6:30 p.m. at the Scott County Extension Office located on the Scott County
Fairgrounds. The cost to join 4-H is
$20, and will cover the programming
cost for Lego Robotics.
The fall session will focus primarily on beginning to program. There
will be a follow up winter session fo- Youth demonstrated their robotic
cusing on challenges and moving past skills during an event at the County
the programing portion of robotics. We Fair.
use NXT Robots and have a wonder- tinue to learn and grow as technology
ful teacher who helps youth to learn evolves. If you are interested in more
and see their potential. Lego Robotics information about Lego Robotics or
Club is a hands-on learning experience 4-H in general, please contact Mary at
where youth will use experiential learn- (952) 492-5379 or schoe049@umn.edu.
ing, along with trial and error, to con-

Thanks, 4-H livestock auction buyers!

Scott County 4-H has had another
successful year! Their success is due in
part to all of the generous auction buyers, sponsors, fair board members, and
volunteers that invest in the future of
our youth through the 4-H Blue Ribbon
Livestock Auction.
Scott County 4-H would like to extend a big thank you to the 4-H livestock
auction buyers! The youth of Scott
County continue to learn the values and
lessons involved in responsibly caring
for an animal and the fiscal responsibility of that animal from start to finish.

