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Holiday help

Area residents, businesses
invited to assist others through
CAP Agency programs
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Christmas past

The annual Folkways of the
Holidays is underway at
The Landing in Shakopee
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Protecting soil, water

SWCD recognizes Klehr family
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New Shakopee bus route brings workers,
takes riders to Burnsville, Mall of America
Want to do some last minute shopping at the Mall of
America (MOA) without the hassle of driving in traffic? Perhaps you don’t drive or own a car, and you need
to take an alternative form of transportation. Or maybe
you’d prefer to relax, read the newspaper or your email
using free Wi-Fi on your trip to work, and you’d like an
inexpensive way to ride to your destination.
Maybe your spouse or one of your kids had to take
your car for the day or your car is in the shop, and you
have to get to work or run errands.
Beginning in August, options for commuting in and
out of Scott County to numerous locations throughout
the Twin Cities increased dramatically with the launch
of Express Route 495 out of the Marschall Road Transit

Station. The 21 buses leaving the station daily head to the
Burnsville Transit Station and then the MOA, where you
can transfer to numerous other buses or light rail to travel
to a multitude of locations.
Route 495 is a pilot project, which is subsidized by a
grant from the Minnesota Legislature. It was designed to
bring workers to and from their jobs, but the buses head in
both directions multiple times a day, and there’s plenty of
room on them for more riders.
For more information (for a first-hand report from a
rider, see story below) and schedules for transit services
available through the MVTA visit www.mvta.com. Otherwise, call MVTA customer service representatives at (952)
882-7500 for help planning your trip.

Taking the bus was “a breeze,”
inexpensive, reports first-time rider
By Claire Robling, Scott County
Communications and Legislative
Coordinator
As a rural/suburban resident all
my life, I’ve had very little experience traveling on buses, except, of
course, for school buses.
To be honest, I’ve always felt a little intimidated about taking buses. So
it was with a little anxiety that I decided I would take the new Route 495
from the Marschall Road Transit Station to the Mall of America (MOA)
on Oct. 27 to see how it worked so
I could share the experience with
SCENE readers.
Let me assure you, it was a breeze.
Not only was it quick and easy, but
it was a great deal! Since you get a
ticket for a transfer that is good for

Marschall Road Transit Station
offers a comfortable waiting area.

two and a half hours, and it only took
me 35 minutes to get there, I had an
hour and forty-five minutes to shop
before I boarded a bus back to Shakopee using the same $2.25 ticket. Yes,

that’s right. I made the round trip for
a couple of dollars, which is far less
expensive than driving my vehicle to
the MOA.
If I had stayed longer, I would
have had to buy another ticket for $3
because I was returning during “rush
hour,” but if you are traveling during regular hours, the fee is $2.25.
(“Rush hours” are generally Monday
through Friday, 6 to 9 a.m. and 3 to
6:30 p.m.)
Yes, I did have to come with exact change because you cannot get it
on the bus (if you are a regular user,
you can get a Go-To Card which subtracts the fare with each use), and I
did have to ask the bus drivers how
to put in my dollar bills -- and later
BUS RIDE to Page 3

Exercise program keeps seniors fit
ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SHAKOPEE, MN
55379
PERMIT No. 155

Scott County Government Center
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

December 2016/January 2017

Scott County Adult 55+ Apartment Communities have
partnered with Live 2 B Healthy® -- a company that has
been at the forefront of the senior fitness movement since
2008 -- to offer customized fitness programs for seniors.
Live 2 B Healthy® offers senior fitness with agespecific exercises, nationally certified trainers, on-site
programs, and class design that focuses on both results
and enjoyable socialization. The classes offer exercises
specializing in balance, strengthening, and increased
flexibility for seniors. They have been offered for almost
one year in the community rooms at six of the seven 55+
buildings owned by the Scott County Community Development Agency (CDA) and managed by Great Lakes
Management. They meet three times each week at each
community for 45 minutes, where residents come to socialize, have fun and be with their peers, and work to get
stronger and feel better.
Carol, a resident of Philipp Square, says, “It’s the best
thing that ever happened to me! I used to live in the country, 30 miles away from the closest fitness facility. Here
the classes come to you and are so convenient. I feel better, my balance is improved, and I don’t ache like I used
to.”
Everyone agrees that the instructors are very good
about explaining why the exercise is beneficial, what mus-

SENIOR EXERCISE PROGRAM to page 11

Trainer Bronco (center) gives encouragement to Roger
and Diane Schnebly of Brentwood Court in Jordan.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Keep holidays simple, playful, joyful

It’s that time of year again – “the holidays,” late November to the New Year.
Beginning with Thanksgiving, the last several weeks of the year mark great celebrations. The holidays can be joyous, as a time when most celebrate family, faith,
and friends. We gather with our family and friends to celebrate traditions, give
thanks for our blessings, and reach out to others in our communities and places of
worship. However, for many people, the holidays can be a time for stress, time
crunches, overeating, overspending, and even sorrow. Perhaps they don’t have the
extra money to buy presents for their children, family, and friends. Some are grieving as they think of their loved ones who are not able to come home. And turkey
dinners may be only a distant wish and not a reality for some. But individually and
collectively, we have the power to affect the world around us. During the holidays,
we can be the bright and shining light that makes it possible for everyone to feel the
joys this season can bring.
We should begin by focusing on the reason for the holidays. The great American holiday, Thanksgiving, was declared as an official holiday by President George
Washington in 1789. Our first President declared a day of national Thanksgiving for
our new country to render unto God our “… sincere and humble thanks for his kind
care and protection.” Certainly, when we look at all that is going on in the world,
we should give thanks to God for the grace he has bestowed upon our great nation.
And while Christmas has become increasingly secularized and commercialized in
modern culture, we should strive to not lose sight that – for Christians -- it is a celebration of the reality that God, through Jesus Christ, was born into the world. For
those of the Jewish faith, Hanukkah – the Festival of Lights – celebrates the rededication of the Holy Temple. And the arrival of the New Year has been celebrated in
one manner or another dating back some 4,000 years to ancient Babylon as a time
of new beginnings. If we concentrate on celebrating our nation, our God, and the
possibilities of new beginnings, the joy of the season will certainly spread.
But we can do more for ourselves and each other. Think of a time when, through
a simple gesture, you completely changed the course of someone’s day. It may
have been something as simple as going out of your way to hold the door for them
when their hands were full. Or perhaps you offered someone an engaging smile
and a peaceful hello as you walked past. Yes, I am speaking about simple courtesy
and kindness. But the energy we put into the world around us (positive or negative)
creates a ripple effect. So take it upon yourself to ensure you give off the positive,
caring, peaceful, and joyous energy that will impact others in a positive way.
Try not to get caught up in decorating, dinner preparations, buying gifts, and
the plethora of other overwhelming holiday expectations. This is a time of year for
gratitude, appreciation, love, and joy. Take time to enjoy the holidays by making
things simpler. Lower your expectations, and be playful! Don’t take the holidays
so seriously. Everything during the holidays (dinners, gifts, get-togethers) doesn’t
have to be perfect. Cut yourself and everyone else some slack if something doesn’t
happen exactly how you may have expected. Don’t compare yourself, your gifts,
your gatherings to that of others. Just do your best – be it big, small, or nothing at
all. And make sure to take time for yourself when you are feeling stressed. Slow
it down; think about when you were a child and how much fun you had. Make
decorating simple and lively, sing songs, watch old movies, dance, go sledding, or
have a snowball fight… these don’t cost much (if anything), and by doing so you
won’t let anxiety get in the way.
Focus on connecting, or perhaps reconnecting. The holidays are about reflection, giving thanks, helping others, celebrating, and spending quality time with
friends and family. It’s not about the gifts, but the joy of helping and showing appreciation. As you create a simple and positive environment for family and friends
to come together, you influence their ability to lower expectations, be playful, and
focus on connecting as well. And if you celebrate Christmas, don’t be shy about
putting Christ back into the observance of the holidays, for this is the time to celebrate the humble birth of Jesus Christ and His deity.
As another year comes to an end, my wish is that everyone may experience the
joy of the season and the hope of the coming New Year.

Skating, sledding, and playing in the snow are all great activities families will
remember sharing long after their gifts are put away.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or
Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator, at (952)
496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through February 2017
–
–
–

no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting			

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24

–
–
–
–

Regular Annual Meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

December 13
December 20
December 27

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above) at
the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and minutes
of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local
government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates
and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County
Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve
on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided
with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have
any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb
Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a
specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on
“Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Boards, Commissions, & Committees.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges,
attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen
members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed
to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from
various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other
month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are three vacancies on
the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 5. Members serve twoyear terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in
development of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services; makes recommendations
concerning the annual budget of Health and Human Services; makes recommendations
related to human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County
Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community
at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance.
Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly
encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Credit River Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large
vacancy on this Committee. The purpose of this committee is to advise the Scott County
Board of Commissioners on matters concerning solid waste management and to provide
a forum for local governments, citizens, and the waste industries to provide input into the
planning and implementation of solid waste programs within Scott County. Members serve
three-year terms.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 - 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague
(precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena,
Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and
3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5: The City of Savage.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Visit our new website:
www.scottcountymn.gov

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Volunteer drivers still needed;
travel planner ready to assist

A group of employees from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
recently participated in a company-wide day of volunteerism in partnership
with the CAP Agency’s programs. CAP Agency is eager to work with other
businesses and organizations to set up additional volunteer opportunities.

CAP Agency promotes
“Give Where You Live”
during holiday season

The holiday season is a perfect opportunity to remember the ways in
which every person in our community
is connected. As we recover from the
recent divisions of this election season,
what better way to create unity than by
giving back to our communities? As
this festive time of year continues, CAP
Agency is once again offering many opportunities for you to “Give Where You
Live” and help those in need in your
community.
One great way to give back is
through CAP’s annual Hope for the
Holidays program. Hope for the Holidays helps families experience the joy
of the holidays by providing children
with new gifts. With household budgets being stretched thin by necessities,
these gifts ease the burden on parents.
Through our adopt-a-family program,
families submit their wish lists to CAP
Agency, and donors adopt the families
by purchasing items from their wish
lists. Once signed up, donors receive
the first name, age, gender, and a wish
list of two gift ideas for each family.
Schools, businesses, organizations, and
individuals can also host toy drives and
deliver toys collected to CAP Agency
between Dec. 1 and 15..
On Nov. 17, the CAP Agency hosted
our annual Give Where You Live banquet. This event was a thank you to all
of our donors, volunteers, and community partners who make CAP’s 26 programs possible. At this event, we honored our Partners in Philanthropy, Blue
Cross/Blue Shield and Patrick and Ann
Soderlund. CAP Agency also honored
our Community Partner, Shutterfly, for
their work with us over the past year.
Our Excellence in Service award went
to 5th grader Sanya Pirani, whose fundraising and outreach as CAP Agency

Youth Ambassador has had a wonderful impact on the organization and the
people that we assist.
Nov. 17 also marked the kick-off to
our “Give Where You Live” campaign.
Anyone interested in donating to CAP
or to any of our programs can find more
information at www.capagency.org.
The Give Where You Live Campaign
runs through Jan. 31 and ensures that
CAP will be able to continue providing
essential services to those in need in our
community over the coming year.
On Thanksgiving, CAP partnered
with the Dan Patch Savage American Legion to host a Thanksgiving
Day Community Meal, serving dinner
to around 400 families and veterans.
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers and donors who contributed their
time and money to make this event a
success. A special thank you to Randall and Julie Holmes, Chestnut Realty,
Sowles Co, Allen’s Service, and Fabcon
for their sponsorship of this event.
There are always opportunities to
“Give Where You Live” through Community Action Partnership. The employees at Mystic Lake Casino and
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community recently participated in
a company-wide day of volunteerism
in partnership with the CAP Agency’s
programs. The day was a great success,
and we look forward to working with
these volunteers again soon.
As the holiday season continues,
please consider donating, participating in Hope for the Holidays, donating
items to our food shelf or thrift store, or
volunteering for one of CAP’s 26 programs. No matter how you choose to
give back, you can make a positive impact on our community this holiday season. Remember: We Are All Connected.

Scott County employees Mary Mittelstaedt and Cara Madsen display some of
the gifts that have been donated by Scott County employees for the Hope for
the Holidays program.

Smartlink has great news! We recruited six new volunteer drivers since
June of this year. However, we lost the
availability of three current volunteer
drivers. So, we need more! Our ability
to help all citizens of Scott and Carver
Counties retain their independence and
be able to go where they need to is critical. We use these volunteer drivers to fill
a gap in Dial-A-Ride bus service, and
-- so far, from January-September 2016
-- the volunteers have performed 1,793
trips… this is 47 percent of the trips that
were denied trips on the Dial-A-Ride
bus system. Our volunteers are really
helping people get places, but our goal
for Smartlink is 75 percent, so please
consider becoming a volunteer driver
and contact Volunteer Coordinator at
(952) 496-8180 or Maria at (952) 4968341, press 2.

Other Mobility
Management updates

* Go-To card sales (stored value
regional fare card) are available at
Marschall Road Transit Station at 1615
Weston Court, Shakopee.
* Shared vehicle concepts and

Bus Ride

groups are forming, one in Scott County
and two in Carver County.
* The travel planner is visiting with
people at employee fairs, senior expos, senior buildings, and hospitals, so
if your organization would like information on all of the mobility options
in your area, please contact Christy at
(952) 496-8341, press 2.
* The needs group is meeting to
identify needs and gaps in transportation for all residents of Scott and Carver
Counties. If you have a specific mobility
need that is not being met, please call
Alan at (952) 496-8341, press 2.
* The provider group is meeting
to discover all the current transportation options located in Scott and Carver
Counties like fixed route, Dial-A-Ride,
volunteers, taxis, medical vans, et cetera. If you are a provider of transportation in these two Counties and have
not been contacted by Smartlink, please
call (952) 496-8341, press 2 and ask for
Alan.
Visit our website at http://www.
scottcountymn.gov/516/SmartLinkTransit or www.scottcountymn.gov under “Public Transportation.”

From page 1

my transfer ticket -- but they were very
accommodating.
I pulled into the Marschall Road
Transit Station at about 1:25 p.m. and
easily found a place to park. I went inside the enclosed and heated waiting
area, where I noted many empty seats,
restrooms, and vending machines. My
bus pulled up shortly thereafter. It was
clearly marked #495 and the electronic
sign on the top front of the bus said it
was headed to Burnsville (Transit Station) and Mall of America. One other
rider and I boarded the large, empty bus.
It pulled out at 1:36 p.m., right on time,
and quickly traveled to the Burnsville
Transit Station where the other rider
disembarked at 1:55 p.m. to catch another bus to her destination. I arrived in
the underbelly of the Mall of America
at 2:11 p.m. Before getting off, I asked
the driver where the pick-up location
was for the ride back, and he pointed to
a sign a short distance away.
I immediately noticed that I was in a
hub of transportation activity, with two
light rail trains and several buses loading and unloading passengers. I went
into the Metro Transit Station, which
also has indoor, heated waiting areas,
restrooms, and vending machines, and
then went up a flight and a half to use
the walkway into the Mall.
I wasn’t hungry, but as soon as I entered the Mall, my sensory glands were
awakened by the delicious smells coming from a nearby Villa’s Italian Kitchen, Subway, and Auntie Annie’s. If I had
to wait for a transfer to a light rail train
or another bus which could have taken
me to numerous locations, I would have
preferred the food fare here to that in
the vending machines! A brief wait for a
transfer would have also given me quick
access to Ragstock, Claire’s Boutique,
Game Stop, Sears, and more stores located near the transit station.
I shopped for an hour and a half and
then headed back to the transit center.
I arrived a little early and chatted with
a young man who was waiting for the
same bus to Shakopee to get to work at
Amazon. He had arrived at the Mall on
the light rail train and was gearing up
for a 12-hour work shift, hoping to nap

on the bus.
When the #495A bus pulled up (the A
indicates that it will also stop at Shenandoah Dr. and Highway 101 near Amazon), I loaded at 3:56 p.m. with about
eight other passengers. All of them were
going to Amazon except me and one
other passenger, David McMahon of
Shakopee, who was heading home from
his job near the Mall. He said he had
found out about the new bus route to the
Mall through the Scott County SCENE,
and he was delighted with it. “It’s a nice
feeling to be cruising by on the shoulder while cars are backed up on Cedar
Avenue,” he said. As a disabled veteran,
he gets to ride for free, which makes it
an especially great value for him. Children under six also get to ride for free
with adults, and senior citizens (65+)
and youth (6-12) get a discounted fare
of $.75 during non-rush hours. Pre-qualified persons with disabilities can ride at
any time for $.75.
McMahon said he had convinced a
neighbor to take the bus and train with
him one weekend to a Lynx game and
dinner in downtown Minneapolis. After
the game, they caught the train and then
got on the #495 at the Mall to go back
to Shakopee, and “It worked great,” he
said. However, the last bus leaves for
Shakopee at 7:54 p.m., so make sure
you check the schedule. The next bus
does not leave until 4 a.m.
The other riders on the bus were
headed to a 12-hour work shift at Amazon in Shakopee. Amanda Tandberg of
South St. Paul rides the bus three days
weekly for nearly two hours each way
to get to her job that begins at 6 p.m.
She said she arrives early because of the
bus schedule, and she also has to leave
earlier than the end of her shift at 6 a.m.
because the last bus of the morning to
stop near Amazon (buses stop near Amazon only six times a day, three times in
the morning and three times in the late
afternoon) leaves at 5:40 a.m.
I said goodbye to my fellow riders
at 4:30 p.m. when McMahon and I disembarked at the Marschall Road Transit Station. Taking the bus had been an
interesting and fun experience that I’m
sure I’ll do again.
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Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Health Specialist

Expansion of HHW facility
should reduce wait times

If you were one of 11,000 residents that used the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility last year, we thank you. If you were one of those that
waited in line for over one hour to drop off your waste in August, we thank you for
your patience.
So, why the long lines anyway? Well, I can explain. First, it has to do with
safety: yours, ours, and the disposal company employees. Second reason is the
glut of old electronic and appliances sitting in homes. Lastly, we outgrew the HHW
building. We received 164 tons of electronics this year. That equates to filling two
semi-trailers of electronics every week. We received 48 tons of other HHW (paint,
pesticides, gasoline, et cetera), and that equates to another semi-trailer every month.

Safety
Staff must visually scan every load before it enters the building. For everyone’s
safety, we check all the bags and boxes for items that are dangerous or that we cannot accept, such as unlabeled and unidentifiable liquids and solids, ammunition,
bulging containers (signs of a chemical reaction), and crystals on the container
(potentially explosive).
We ask you to unload your own HHW so that we can visually scan the items
as they are placed on the cart and to ask questions, if needed. Plus, spills are less
likely inside your vehicle if you unload your own waste. We ask you to unload
your electronics and appliances because we receive hundreds of heavy items (televisions, snow blowers, refrigerators, ovens) each day we are open. Workers have
been injured with all that lifting and stress on their bodies, so we are trying to keep
that to a minimum. Please bring a friend
to help you unload heavy items – that
helps us out and keeps the line moving.
Once the item is inside the building,
staff must be very careful to correctly
categorize the chemicals and place them
in the correct containers. Putting reactive chemicals together or in the wrong
container can be dangerous. In addition,
after the HHW containers are transported from our HHW facility, they are reopened for processing and we want to
make sure those workers are kept safe
too.
Glut of electronics
There was a time not so long ago that
it was difficult to get rid of old televisions and computers, so everyone just
stored them away somewhere in the
house or garage. Technology advances
quickly and people buy the newest electronic devices in order to keep up, so old
electronic devices pile up in homes.
In 2006, Minnesota’s ban on landfilling electronic products containing a
cathode-ray tube (CRT) went into effect. Many counties, including Scott
County, supported this ban to protect the environment. However, we realized that
this would make it even more difficult for you to properly dispose of your electronics so we, like many other local HHW facilities, began taking electronics too. We
know we have made a dent in the glut, but still have a ways to go.
Expansion of the HHW
When we began operating the HHW facility in 2001, we did not accept “problem materials” (tires, scrap metal, electronics, and appliances). The entrance/driveway allowed for one car to pull up under the awning, chemicals to be unloaded on a

The improvement and expansion project continues at the Household
Hazardous Waste Facility. It is expected to reopen in late January.

Members of the Scott County Watershed Planning Commission, Scott SWCD
Supervisors, Diane Lynch from the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District,
and Rep. Bob Vogel participated in the tour led by Paul Nelson, Scott County
Environmental Services Manager, and Troy Kuphal, SWCD District Manager.

Annual tour highlights good
conservation practices
Each fall, the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) and the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) host a tour for conservation partners to get outside and really
look at the projects that benefit the environment in Scott County. This year,
the field tour focused on ravine erosion
control, flood repair, and Minnesota’s
new buffer law.
The highlight of this year’s tour was
the Quarry Creek Ravine Stabilization
project. This was a large project that
required the cooperation of ten different
landowners. Soil had been continuously eroding from Quarry Creek ravines,
which was plugging up the County
Road 6 bridge. The goal of the project
was to keep soil in place to protect the
bridge, reduce the need for road maintenance, and improve water quality.
Other projects showcased along the

tour included buffers and grade control
structures in Belle Plaine Township, a
slope stabilization project in the City
of Jordan, and sediment containment
basins in Sand Creek Township. The
evening wrapped up with dinner at Lagoon Park in Jordan where Paul Nelson,
Scott County Environmental Services
Program Manager, and Troy Kuphal,
SWCD District Manager, reminded
those on the tour of the importance of
conservation… and how lucky we are
to be living in a community where so
many landowners recognize the importance of implementing conservation on
their land.
Tour attendees included members of
the Scott County Watershed Planning
Commission, Scott SWCD Supervisors,
Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District Managers, and State Representative
Bob Vogel.

HHW Facility Continued

cart, and then to exit or proceed to the Re-USE room on the west side of the building. Over the years, we began to accept more problem materials to better serve the
residents of the County. The HHW facility shares the outside storage space with
the Public Works and Sheriff’s departments, so there is a limited amount of space to
store items outside. With the increasing number of participants dropping off more
types of waste, wait times have gone up as people have had to maneuver in tight
spaces to drop off their electronics, appliances, tires, and scrap metal. The line to
drop off HHW can grow quickly and it becomes an unacceptable safety issue when
the vehicles back up to Highway 282.
We realized several years ago that we needed to expand the building and improve traffic flow. The expansion will allow us to take two cars at a time, and the
new driveway loop will make it easier for trucks and trailers to be unloaded without
having to back up first. The construction on the expansion started the second week
of September and is expected to be complete by the end of January.
We discussed holding one-day collections while the facility was closed. However, those events are very time-consuming and costly to plan for because we have
to assume the worst with regard to the number of participants and amount of waste
we would receive. We would have also had to find a suitable location large enough
to hold the event, bought lots of supplies, find staff to work the collection, and volunteers to direct traffic.
Future of the HHW
Our architects did a great job in maximizing the space available; but now there
will be no place left to expand. This will limit our ability to begin taking other
problem materials, such as mattresses and carpet. However, we will continue to
reach out to local businesses, asking them to consider collecting items that residents are having trouble disposing. Currently, we do have several businesses in
Scott County that provide such service. For example, Buckingham in Prior Lake
accepts scrap metal, paper, plastic bottled material, drain oil, automotive batteries,
appliances, tires, furniture, and aluminum cans. Dem-Con in Shakopee accepts
remodeling and construction debris, shingles, furniture, appliances, mattresses, and
electronics. Please check their websites for items accepted and fees, and visit the
Scott County website for a list of other businesses that accept problem materials.
We are often asked if we will increase the hours we are open. Frankly, that
would be difficult -- we need those same workers to help with our other responsibilities in Environmental Services, including solid waste and hazardous waste
management, as well as our septic system program. If we increased our hours at the
HHW, there would be less time for those other critical programs.
So what’s next? Although we expect traffic and safety concerns to improve,
we won’t stop looking for ways to make things even better. We will continue to
evaluate the volumes and types of waste received, number of participants and waste
processing costs. We will keep working with other state and other local HHW officials in an effort to keep costs low and increase efficiency. When we reopen, let
us know what you think.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov

Grant enables Shutterfly
to increase recycling
Shutterfly, Inc. opened its doors in
Shakopee in 2014 with the commitment
to enrich the community. A major component of their mission is to “make the
world a better place by helping people
share life’s joy,” and as such, the company took a big step forward and implemented waste reduction and resource
conservation initiatives into the work
routine -- not only make the world a
better place, but to ensure a quantitative, visible impact on the surrounding
community.
Facility Manager Ryan Sullivan
worked with MN Waste Wise to identify opportunities to divert as much material from the landfill as possible, the
first step to creating a sustainable workplace. After the initial site visit, it was
determined that high volumes of clean
Styrofoam and cardboard were disposed
of in the trash on a daily basis. While
some cardboard was already getting recycled, a system to efficiently store and
break down the material was not yet in
place. After connecting the company to
Pioneer Industries to collect the two materials, it was apparent that their elimination from the waste stream would
significantly reduce the amount of trash
sent to the landfill and give the items a
second life through recycling.
With the help of funding from the
Scott County Business Recycling Grant,
Shutterfly, Inc. purchased two types of
compactors: one for Styrofoam and one
for cardboard. Implementing these into
the work routine was a smooth transition and ultimately yielded outstanding
results. Sullivan reports that between
180-220 pounds of Styrofoam are compacted and recycled every month, all
of which would have subsequently
ended up in the landfill. Additionally,
over 50 percent more cardboard is being recycled after the introduction of the
cardboard compactor, equating to approximately one ton (2,000 pounds) per
month. The staff was trained and visuals were placed to ease the transition of
the compactors into the work flow and
to make their introduction as effortless
as possible.

Here are some helpful tips:
•
Remove as much snow as
possible with a shovel or snow blower.
•
Choose the correct products.
Different products work at different
temperatures.
•
Use sand, not rock salt, for
traction. It’s a better choice for the
environment.
•
Less than four cups of a
product will cover your average twocar driveway and sidewalk.
All de-icers, including rock salt, are
harmful to our environment. Just one
teaspoon of salt can pollute five gallons
of water. The salt never disappears or
breaks down, and once it is in the water,
it is expensive to get it out. Some deicers also contain chloride, which interferes with the immune and reproductive
systems or fish and can cause serious
and deadly dehydration in many mammals that live around lakes, streams, and

Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky

Public Health Director

Youth use community to become
engaged in public health activities

A Scott County Business Recycling
Grant helped purchase styrofoam
and cardboard compactors for
Shutterfly in Shakopee.

“Going through the grant process
was very smooth,” said Ryan Sullivan.
“It was clear what was needed. The
fact that the grant is available is amazing, and we couldn’t have implemented
without it.” Shutterfly, Inc. hopes that
their efforts will encourage other companies to look at waste reduction opportunities and to implement practices that
optimize their work flow. “It has been
great for the staff; they love it. Knowing
that the Styrofoam and cardboard are
being processed well is a great feeling.
We know we are doing the right thing,”
added Sullivan.
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your business, church, or other
institution, contact Steve Steuber at
(952) 496-8473, or consult the recycling
business grant information on the Scott
County website at www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from SCORE and/or LRD
funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Use salt products sparingly

Everything we do on our lawns,
driveways, and yards eventually ends
up in our rivers, lakes, and wetlands.
This includes the salt you use on icy
driveways and sidewalks. This winter,
if you plan to use ice-melt products, use
them sparingly and choose the products
that best fit the conditions and temperatures outside.
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rivers. So this winter, keep the environment in mind before throwing that extra
handful of salt on your sidewalk.

In an effort to nurture a generation of youth who are committed to the public
health perspective of health, a more community-based, service-oriented, experientially-guided approach is needed. For this reason, Scott County’s Public Health Department is partnering with the Center for Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS)
program at Shakopee High School. The CAPS program is an elective for juniors
and seniors to simultaneously earn credit from Shakopee High School and Normandale Community College. It provides students a unique opportunity to gain
authentic life experience in the professional world while providing employers an
opportunity to guide and mentor future professionals. Students pick from projects
presented in fields such as health care and medicine, business and management,
and digital design. Activities from Public Health include community engagement
around healthy eating and active living, emergency preparedness, supporting teen
checkup initiatives, and much more, including:

Shakopee High School students enrolled in the Center for Advanced
Professional Studies (CAPS) receive an opportunity to gain authentic
life experience in the professional world while providing employers an
opportunity to guide and mentor future professionals.

Worksite Wellness: Students expanded their communication and engagement
skills by connecting with businesses in Scott County to determine the need for
wellness in the workplace. Benefits to improving wellness in the workplace include increased productivity, reduced absenteeism, and improved mental health of
employees.
Campaign Design: The Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) trademark was updated this fall by students who chose the graphic design route. With
inspiration from a contest held throughout Scott County school districts, students
were able to create a Health Matters design, a branding guide, and present them to
the Public Health Leadership Team Community Leadership Team.
Retail Assessments and Product Availability: On average, how far do Scott
County residents in low-income, urban areas have to walk to get to a grocery store
that sells healthier food options? This question was brought to Shakopee students
when asked if they were interested in assessment of corner and convenience stores.
This group worked on assessing food options and other products available to Scott
County residents if a gas station was the nearest store accessible to them.
Community Engagement: Scott County’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan is the
County’s vision for land use, transportation, parks and trails, and natural resources.
Students in this group created surveys to ask their classmates questions around
healthy eating and active living, which will contribute to the 2040 Comprehensive
Plan. Over 1,200 students responded to the survey.
Smarter Lunchrooms: Smarter Lunchrooms is an interactive project where
students build assessment and evaluation skills with a goal of getting their classmates to eat healthier throughout the school day. This group of students worked
hard on surveying the dynamic of their lunchroom, signage and placement of
healthy items, and determined if healthy snacks would benefit them before, during,
or after school.
Child and Teen Checkup (C&TC): Statistics show that adolescents, especially
those on Medical Assistance, have low rates of preventive health care. The students developed a survey for use in three high schools to help understand students’
knowledge and attitudes about preventive care. They utilized that information
to create two intervention strategies with a follow-up survey to assess behavior
change following the interventions. The project was developed collaboratively by
Scott County and Dakota County Child and Teen Checkups staff and Medica, with
support from University of Minnesota Masters nursing students.
After completing one semester in the Shakopee CAPS program, juniors and
seniors will have the opportunity to work alongside public health professionals as
an intern. The internship will provide students experience in a professional work
environment related to their academic and career interests. The public health environment supports and encourages students to take the initiative to build valuable,
real-world work experience skills.
For questions or to learn more about the public health and CAPS partnership to
support healthy living initiatives in your community, please contact Jamie Bachaus,
SHIP Coordinator, at healthmatters@co.scott.mn.us or Elizabeth Duehr, CAPS Instructor of Healthcare and Medicine, at eduehr@shakopee.k12.mn.us.
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Working to stop the scammers

Congratulations! You’re a winner! You have won the Grand Prize of our
Dream Vacation Sweepstakes! To claim your Grand Prize, please call us
and wire the $20,000 required by the IRS to cover the taxes on your $2.5
Million Grand Prize so we can send you -- or your account representative
-- your $2.5 Million Dollars!

To most of us, this is as obvious a fraud as a Nigerian prince who needs our help.
But to many people, especially elderly people who enter real sweepstakes contests,
this is not obvious at all. So they send the money. Over and over and over, they
send the money. Even after they are told that there is no sweepstakes, that this is
a scam, that they will never get any money back, they keep sending the money.
Families have had to close bank accounts, change phone numbers, and obtain legal
authority to stop their elderly family members from sending even more money. In
some cases, these elderly victims even start to see their own family as the enemy,
preventing them from claiming their winnings. So these crimes can be very difficult to stop because the victim does not want to believe they have been conned.
They believe the 2.5 Million Dollars! is still coming.
And scammers know this. So they mail thousands of sweepstake solicitations
out across the United States. If even a small percentage of people respond, they
make money because they work these victims until all the money is gone. And it
doesn’t even have to make sense. In one case handled by my office, the 91-yearold victim was desperate to “pay the taxes” on the beautiful 3-Series BMW she had
won. But this victim didn’t have a driver’s license, hadn’t driven in years, and had
no use for a car of any kind.
Part of the difficulty in stopping crimes like this is that they are spread so wide
that effective prosecution is difficult, and the risk of getting caught is low. It is
not uncommon to have elderly victims spread across the country, from Florida to
California. And it is expensive to bring these victims to Scott County to prosecute
a case. And the cases do not end in Scott County, the money is then sent on to coconspirators out of the country, in destinations like Jamaica and Costa Rica. We can
stop the Scott County connection and prosecute the people here; but we do not have
criminal jurisdiction in Jamaica and Costa Rica, and there is little we can do to stop
these people from continuing to commit these crimes.
We work hard to protect all victims, but the elderly are often particularly vulnerable to economic crimes like this. One of the victim’s in a case handled by my office
was a 90-year-old WWII veteran on a fixed income. He was sweepstakes-scammed
out of $14,000. But by freezing the defendant’s bank accounts, we were able to do
something unusual – we recovered all of the money he had lost and sent it back to
him. Then something even more unusual happened: he donated all of the money to
help orphaned children. In a letter sent to my office, his son explained:
We discussed what to do with that money when we first heard it was possibly
coming, and decided to do something special with it. As far as Albert was concerned, the money had been lost, and he expected it to never be seen again. So
the check was “found” money. Albert decided to donate the entire check to the
Albuquerque Christian Children’s Home in Albuquerque, New Mexico. That happened at the end of February 2016. My dad has long been involved with that institution, and it’s very special to him. They take care of orphaned children; as well as
work with the State of New Mexico to house abused or abandoned children.
It’s not often that cases work out this well, but we are happy this one did.
Of course, it’s not only elderly people who are susceptible to being taken advantage of. Millions of dollars are still sent to Nigerian princes every year, and
the amount of scam email we receive every day is simply staggering. But elderly
people are often less capable to spot the scam, and less able to protect themselves
from it. So we always work especially hard to communicate with elderly victims,
and to help both the victim and their family deal with the fallout of a criminal act
-- and recover from it.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Law Library News

MN Courts Self-Help
Center: A hidden gem
Did you know the Minnesota Judicial
Branch offers free help to people representing themselves in District Court for
all 87 counties? We’re very lucky here
in Minnesota to have a service, available by phone or email, which can help
a person decide which set of forms may
be correct for their situation -- and also
answer questions they may have while
filling out court forms.
The Self-Help Center staff is available by phone Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. by calling
(651) 259-3888. While staff cannot
give legal advice, they can help you
in understanding and completing your
court forms, and may also point you to
some free legal resources that may be
available here in Scott County or elsewhere in the metropolitan area. If you
have questions outside of the call center
hours, you can send an email with your
question through the “Contact Us” link
on their website at www.mncourts.gov/
selfhelp. Emails are answered within
three to four business days.
Another great service offered by
the Self-Help Center is review of your
completed court forms. If you are getting divorced, trying to modify your
child support, or filling out any court
form available on the Minnesota Judicial Branch website, you can ask to
have your forms reviewed for completeness before serving the other party and
filing with the court. Information and
help with having your forms reviewed
is available by emailing the Self-Help
Center staff through their “Contact Us”
link on their website. Forms would need
to be attached to an email in order to be
reviewed.
The Self-Help Center is also responsible for helping to create and maintain
some of the content on the Minnesota Judicial Branch website at www.mncourts.
gov. The Help Topics page covers many
different court-related topics, including divorce, child support, criminal expungement, conciliation court, landlord/
tenant issues, and much more. In each
of those topics you will find an overview, some Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs), links to laws and resources, and
also court forms and instructions. One
great example of resources created by
the Self-Help Center is a step-by-step
video that might be helpful to watch

if you are asking to modify your child
support. You can visit the Child Support
Help Topics page and find the forms and
the video all together making it easier
to complete the forms correctly and prepare for the court hearing.
If you are not comfortable accessing
information online, we offer a workstation at the Law Library with a direct
phone link. At the workstation, you can
access the forms and ask the attorney to
use the team viewer to remote in and assist with filling out the forms. You can
print the forms at the Law Library for a
cost of $.10 per page.
Since the beginning, the Self-Help
Center’s main focus has been making
the court process easier for self-representation. At that time, Scott County
did not have its own Legal Aid Association and there weren’t as many opportunities for people who could not afford a
lawyer. When the Self-Help Center was
launched in 2007, there were only forms
and the phone line, but even that was so
much more than we could offer people
in the past. The Self-Help Center has
continued to grow and improve, offering
more and more assistance. The instructions they have created to help fill out
the forms are clear and inclusive. They
offer resources, guides, and referrals.
We’ve come a long way since 2007.
In 2015, the Minnesota Courts Self-Help
Center answered 21,649 calls throughout the state, and of those calls 782 were
for Scott County cases. In 2016, 18,394
calls have already been received in the
first three quarters of the year, with 915
calls for Scott County cases. This year,
Scott County has been the largest user
of this service in the state.
The Minnesota Judicial Branch SelfHelp Center truly is a hidden gem for
people who need court forms, instructions, and information about the legal
process.
The Law Library hosts the Self-Help
kiosk and also offers many legal clinics throughout the year. We offer free
expungement, unmarried parent, bankruptcy, and senior clinics. We now partner with Southern Minnesota Regional
Services (SMRLS) to offer some of
their services locally. For more information about the Self-Help Center or any
of these clinics, please call (952) 4968713 or email us at lawlib@scottlib.org.

Local farmers plant new ideas for water quality
Those who live on Spring Lake and
Upper Prior Lake are familiar with
cloudy, green lake water and algae-ridden shorelines that periodically occur
in their backyards. Spring and Upper
Prior Lakes were identified on Minnesota’s list of impaired waters due to an
overabundance of nutrients, particularly
phosphorus, entering the lakes and causing a boom in algae growth. The goal of
the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District (PLSLWD) is to reduce nutrient loading from all sources to levels
that meet or exceed state water quality
standards.
To help them achieve this goal,
PLSLWD has partnered with the Scott
County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) and local farm leaders to
form and support a Farmer-Led Council
(FLC) to help come up with some creative solutions. Agricultural lands make
up the majority of the landscape in the
Spring Lake and Upper Prior Lake watersheds; as such, farmers are the most
important stewards of the watershed and

their active input and participation is
critical to achieving water quality goals.
The role of the FLC is to develop and
guide the implementation of strategies
that the PLSLWD will use to accomplish agriculture’s share of the nutrient
reduction goal. Specifically, the FLC
will:
• Inform decision makers and the
general public about practical
issues and opportunities related
to soil and water conservation on
agricultural lands.
• Identify base-level and sitetailored practices that are
available and needed.
• Define the approach for engaging
with and assisting farmers to
implement practices.
• Establish a schedule with
reasonable milestones and
timelines for progress.
• Identify potential barriers to
implementation, along with
tools and resources needed to
overcome them.

share programs:
Variable Rate Application: Crops
in Scott County are generally produced in fields known to have large
variability in soil type, topography,
soil moisture, and other factors that
affect production. Variable rate application allows producers to effectively manage their fields to account
Farmers are critical to achieving for variability in their fields. This
water quality goals and are needed to not only helps to avoid over-applicaserve on a Farmer-Led Council for the tion which can affect the water qualPrior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed ity of local waters, it can also help
District.
save farmers money.
If you are interested in joining the
Farmer Led Council or would like
Water Quality Inlets: Water
more information, please contact Quality Inlets can replace standard
Paul Kreuger, a current FLC mem- inlets in farm fields, ditches, dry
ber, at (952) 226-4416.
dams, and terraces. They resist plugOne of the key functions of the ging and improve water quality by
FLC is to provide new, innovative filtering debris and sediments before
ideas that will help achieve water it enters the drainage system.
quality goals while achieving the
For more information about FLC
operational goals of farmers and not cost-share programs, contact Scott
hindering their bottom line. This Schneider, Scott SWCD, at (952)
year, the FLC is promoting two cost- 492-5417.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Improving our response to mental
health crises is a high priority

CLIMB Theatre has been hired for the last 19 years to produce and present
educational and engaging programs about proper management of waste for
Scott County students in kindergarten through eighth grade.

County uses drama to educate
students about recycling,
proper waste management
Scott County has been a recycling
leader in the state for several years. We
have many businesses and residents that
do an excellent job of recycling and using resources wisely. One way we differ
from other counties is our emphasis on
educating our youth. For over 19 years,
we’ve been providing environmental
education to the students of Scott County by contracting with a company called
Climb Theatre. Climb Theatre is a notfor-profit teaching company located in
Inver Grove Heights. The program is
paid for by grant funds from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Climb
does an outstanding job of presenting
information to students in a format that
is fun, exciting, interactive, and educational, using in-classroom sessions,
plays, and outdoor education.
Our environmental programs focus
on teaching students proper solid waste
management, the three Rs (Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle), and greenhouse gas
reduction. This year, we’ve also been
focusing on organic recycling and composting. Our hope is to educate and
motivate students to become active in
their community on environmental issues and to pass this information on to
their siblings and parents in their home.
Respecting and maintaining our environment leads to a healthier and more
sustainable community.
This year we will again be contracting with Climb Theatre to present environmental education to all schools in
Scott County. Below is a brief description of each performance:
Peggy’s Promise (kindergarten
through second grade) -- A little girl
has a special relationship with garden
worms that leads her and her dad to

make healthy choices regarding food
and recycling their waste.
Project Earth (third through sixth
grade) -- Ava receives an assignment
from her teacher to build a model town.
Ava and her little brother discover the
tiny town has a Big Problem: a huge
mountain of garbage! Ava and Ethan
are magically transported to the town
where they teach the town how to reduce, reuse, recycle, and compost.
The Adventures of Can Man (fifth
and sixth grade, Outdoor Education)
– Can Man helps Rhoda, a park recruit
from the big city, learn how to help the
environment by recycling. Can Man
teaches Rhoda about the 3 Rs, and with
the help of a very cool worm, teaches
Rhoda about organics recycling.
The Waste Manager (sixth through
eighth grade) – Climb’s engaging class
challenges students to consider what
wastes are filling up our landfills and
why we recycle our waste. It asks students to look at sustainable practices and
how they can implement these changes
in our communities.
Students will see an approximately
50 minute performance. Climb is scheduled to present to students throughout
the school year, so your child may have
already seen the play or may be scheduled to see it later this year. For more
information on Climb Theatre, you can
visit their website at: www.climb.org.
Please call the Scott County Environmental Services Department for more
information on our educational program
at (952) 496-8177.

Free tax help available
Earn less than $62,000 per year?

Use free online service at www.myfreetaxes.org
Need in-person assistance?

Locations will be announced in mid-January with assistance
available from Feb. 1 - April 15

Who qualifies: Individuals making $35,000 or less per year; Families
making $55,000 or less per year. Search for Scott County sites at:

1. www.revenue.state.mn.us.

2. https://www.irs.gov/individuals/free-tax-return-preparation-for-youby-volunteers?_ga=1.183921830.1446579883.1445012116
3. https://www.211unitedway.org
4. Contact Shawna Faith Thompson, MN Extension Financial Capability
Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or email shawnft@umn.edu

As your Sheriff, I pride myself in the level of service the Sheriff’s Office provides to our citizens. As an organization, we work hard to continually find ways
to improve how we serve you. Much of this comes from studying new investigative techniques, understanding crime trends, and utilizing new technology. One
area that law enforcement has historically struggled in is our response to citizens
in a mental health crisis. Historically, this is not an area where we have received
specialized training. But from our 911 dispatchers to our deputies on patrol to our
corrections officers in the jail, we experience individuals in crisis daily and want to
serve them as best as we can.
I’ve been working hard on this issue to seek ways to create more positive outcomes for our residents. For the past two years, I have served on the Scott County
Mental Health Local Activity Committee. Sitting at the table with community members as well as mental health professionals, we’ve been striving to create solutions.
Some of the areas in need in Scott County are appropriate housing for individuals
in crisis, enhanced response by our crisis team, and increased training for law enforcement. While currently there are no crisis housing options in Scott County,
I’m happy that there are now conversations occurring that might bring this type of
housing in the future. This will provide a better model for addressing individuals in
crisis and may additionally bring savings to taxpayers.
Our current model for mental health crisis response is a joint effort between
Scott and Carver Counties, and we’re working on ways to better partner this team
with law enforcement efforts. This involves studying how our dispatch center can
divert more information to them and reduce the number of times a uniformed officer is sent to some of these incidents. We’re also providing office space to the
crisis team in our 911 center. This will provide a place for crisis members in the
field to complete paperwork in addition to building strong connections with law
enforcement.
Increasing training for law enforcement is a large need in our community, and
this type of training will provide a safer environment for officers and citizens alike.
The most common model of training is called Crisis Intervention Training, which
is a forty-hour class that uses professional actors in scenario-based training. These
actors simulate mental health crisis situations and respond accordingly to interactions by law enforcement. This gives law enforcement immediate feedback of how
their verbal and non-verbal interactions can change the outcome of an interaction.
We had been slowly certifying deputies, corrections officers, and 911 dispatchers in
this model for the past few years. (The pace has been slow due to the length of the
training and the cost.) I am pleased to announce that we recently received a donation that will increase the pace that we can train our employees. This donation of
$13,750 will allow us to send an additional twenty-two Sheriff’s Office employees
through the course in the next year, which will greatly enhance the level of service
we can provide to all of our citizens.
I’m proud of all of these changes that are coming to improve the level of service
we provide, and I look forward to hearing from you as we work together to continue
to make Scott County a safe place to live, work, and play.
I wish you and your family a healthy a safe holiday season.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @scottcosheriffoffice

4-H Shooting Sports
program kicks off Jan. 5
Shooting Sports is a game of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration. In 4-H Shooting Sports, youth gain
important skills that carry over for them
into the rest of their lives. The focus of
Shooting Sports is on decision making,
teamwork, self-discipline, building selfconfidence, and problem solving. They
also focus on safety, sportsmanship,
positive relationships with peers and
adults, building awareness of career opportunities, and strengthening connections with families through participation
in lifelong recreational activities.
Within the Shooting Sports and Wildlife project areas, there is something for
everyone. The Scott County 4-H Shooting Sports program follows the University of Minnesota Extension 4-H curriculum. The program is taught by national
or state certified 4-H instructors. These
adults instruct 4-H members in firearms
safety and marksmanship and also wildlife curriculum. Shooting disciplines
include archery, muzzle loading, pistol,
rifle, shotgun, and hunting. Within these
disciplines, 4-H members are able to
test their shooting, hunting, and sportsmanship skills in county, regional, and
national competitions.

The Scott County Shooting Sports
program is open to all youth in third
grade to one year post high school. It
meets at the SCALE Regional Training
Facility in Jordan on Thursdays from 7
to 9 p.m. If you are interested in joining the program or would like to find
out more information, please call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 or plan to attend the Shooting
Sports Orientation and Sign Up meeting on Thursday, January 5 from 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m.at the SCALE Facility in
Jordan. Both youth and their parents are
strongly encouraged to attend this meeting; we will be going over rules, forms,
winter schedules, and recommended
equipment lists.   For more information,
call Heather at (952) 492-5384.
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Local dairy farmer works toward water quality
When Mark Klehr was 19, he began farming on his
father’s dairy near Belle Plaine. When his father retired, Mark took over. Throughout his farming career,
Mark has implemented multiple conservation practices. He is an excellent example of a farmer who is
continually working towards improving water quality
on his farm. He has grass buffers along all streams
that run through his farm which filter sediment and
nutrients out of runoff from his fields before it enters
the water. He also constructed a manure containment
system, specifically designed for his sandy soils. This
system prevents waste from his dairy animals from
seeping through the soil and contaminating the ground
water. It also allows Mark to apply manure in his fields
when there is least amount of risk for runoff. Mark
worked with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) on both of these projects. He also
worked with the SWCD on a stream bank stabilization
project beginning in 2004.
There is a section of stream about a half a mile in
length that runs through the Klehr dairy farm. In 2004,
Mark began to notice that the banks of the stream were
eroding. He decided it was time to take action after
Mark’s father nearly drove off the edge of the bank.
High water from a recent storm had caused so much
erosion that the bank of the stream was cutting into
the edge of the field. Not only was the erosion adding
sediment to the water, it was cutting into their profits
by eliminating farmable land.
Mark and his father approached the SWCD in 2004
to see what they could do to stabilize the banks of the
steam. Part of the reason for the erosion was that the
stream flowed down too steep of a slope, causing the
water to pick up speed as it went, eating away at the
banks and adding sediment to the water. A series of
five weirs (barriers) were installed as part of the bank
stabilization process. This allowed the stream to have
a much shallower slope, with the water “stair-stepping” down at each weir. The stream flows north and
continues into the Minnesota River, so stabilizing the
banks of this stream meant less sediment flowing into
the Minnesota River. This stabilization project was

Mark Klehr and his family, including sons Nick and
Marcus, have implemented multiple conservation
practices on their farm near Belle Plaine.

working as designed until the 2014 flood.
Like many residents of Scott County, Mark found
himself with flood damage after the weather events in
2014. Crops were flooded out in the low areas of the
farm, debris remained in the fields after the water receded, and the stream bank stabilization project was in
need of repair. During the heavy rains and high water,
damage was done to some of the weirs, and much of
the stream was plugged up with sediment. The SWCD
received funds from the Disaster Relief Assistance
Program to help landowners fix the damage that the
flood had caused. One landowner that received assistance from this program was Mark Klehr.
Willie Peters, Resource Conservationist with the
Scott SWCD, had worked with Mark on the project in
2004, and worked with Mark again after the flood to
get the stream bank stabilized once again. One weir
was completely replaced and loads of sediment were
removed to get the stream back to its shallow slope.
The final repairs to the project were completed this
September, and now the project is working properly

A project completed in 2004 on the Klehr farm to
prevent erosion and improve water quality had
to be redone following the flood damage that
occurred in 2014.

again. If Mark had not come back after the damage in
2014 to fix the project, the erosion problem that he had
worked hard to fix would have come right back.
With the help of the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, Mark was able to maintain his land’s ability to be farmed while also working towards conservation. Mark was satisfied with the help he received,
saying, “Everyone that I have worked with at the Scott
SWCD has been very helpful. Whenever there was
paperwork that had to be filled out, they made sure it
was done correctly and they were always available to
answer any questions I had about the projects.” It is
because of stewards of the land like Mark Klehr that
Scott County continues to be a leader in conservation.
The Scott SWCD helps landowners throughout
Scott County with conservation practices like Mark
Klehr’s projects. If you are interested in learning more
about ways you can protect soil, water, and wildlife
resources, call the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or
visit scottswcd.org.

Watershed District gives awards
for water quality improvements
The Citizens Advisory Committee of
the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District announced the winners of their
first annual Water Quality Improvement
Award, which was created to recognize
residents living within the District who
completed a project on their property
designed to protect water quality. Jodi
See and Elizabeth Shramm, co-chairs of
the contest and both from Prior Lake,
stated, “We awarded a $100 prize to four
families who installed best management
practices with a significant investment
of time, money, and hard work. We
hope their projects will inspire others to
consider what they can do themselves to
protect the water resources we all treasure. These families are true stewards in
our area as leaders of our effort to help
educate our community that everyone,
whether you live on the lake or not,
makes a difference in the water quality of our lakes and rivers. Every drop
counts!” Award winners included:
Pete and Elizabeth Guidarelli
Grass was removed in the front yard
and a rock- and raingarden was created.
The Guidarellis directed the gutters on
the house to feed directly into the raingarden, so they now use much less water and no chemicals and have a beautifully landscaped area.

The Martens family installed a
strategically-located raingarden on
their property.

John and Rondi Phillips

Several degraded areas were planted
with native plants and habitat for their
local beehives was created.

Many of the two million trees
that have been planted in Scott
County with the help of the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation
District have grown into mature,
beautiful trees.
A raingarden and rain barrels helped
the Martens family retain soil around
their new home. Trees and grass
(pictured below) were put in once the
home was completed.

Gene and Nicole Martens

A raingarden was installed along
with strategically-located rain barrels on
bare soils surrounding their new home.
Their project involved their children to
encourage young members of the community to get involved and learn about
water quality stewardship.

Linda Wiecher

Five raingardens were installed to
improve drainage, native plants were
planted along her shoreline, and rain
barrels were installed.

The Guidarelli home before and after the installation of their raingarden.

The Citizens Advisory Committee
was awarded funding for this year’s
award from the Prior Lake Spring Lake
Watershed District and the committee is
already planning to continue this award
to increase awareness for all members
of community and the impact each person has on water quality. Members of
the committee and staff of the watershed
worked in conjunction with the Board
of Managers to implement this well-deserved award for this year’s recipients.

Order tree
seedlings now
Did you know more than more
than two million trees have been
planted throughout Scott County
with the help of the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s tree
program? It’s true – and the Scott
SWCD’s 2017 tree program is now
underway, continuing to offer lowcost, high-quality tree and shrub
seedlings. In addition to the 32 varieties of tree and shrub seedlings, the
SWCD offers five native prairie seed
mixes. By planting more trees, native
flowers, and indigenous grasses, you
are helping to beautify Scott County
while also benefiting wildlife and the
environment.
No matter the size of your order,
staff is available to help you choose
the tree species or seed mixes that
will fit your needs and to answer
any questions you may have. Orders
can be placed online at www.scottswcdtrees.com. If you need any assistance with your order or have any
questions, please call the SWCD at
(952) 492-5425.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

Embrace Winter
Seasonal changes make Minnesota and other northern areas unique
places to live and work. Although a long winter can be something
to grumble about, it is also something to celebrate. Even though
the sun does not rise from November to January in Tromsø, Norway,
studies have found low rates of seasonal depression. The reason?
Norwegians tend to embrace the beauty of winter and look forward
to activities only available during that time of year, such as skiing,
snowshoeing, snowperson building, or ice fishing. So drive the winter
blahs away, plan to get out and embrace winter in the parks.
After a major park renovation, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
in New Prague is now open for year-round activities. During the
winter this park is a beautiful place to enjoy the peaceful blanketed
landscape. Trails will be plowed for walking and the lake will be
accessible for ice fishing by foot (no vehicles).
Cleary Lake and Spring Lake Regional Parks, Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve and The Landing — Minnesota River Heritage Park
continue to offer a multitude of opportunities for outdoor winter
fun and exploration.
See the activities below, page 10, or visit ThreeRiversParks.org
to discover all the parks have to offer this winter.

The
Partnership
_____________________
The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District Partnership operates under a Joint
Powers Agreement that combines resources to collectively operate all regional
parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park has family
and group picnicking, catered events, swimming, and year-round hiking and fishing. New enhancements
include a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, improved canoe launch and expanded beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. Amenities include a
9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, and swimming beach. Enjoy cross-country ski, fat bike, and
hiking trails, leashed dog walking, skijoring, snowshoeing, and dog off-leash areas. This beautiful park
has something for everyone.

2017 Facility Reservations
Opens Tuesday, January 3.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: November–March: Mon.–Fri.: 10 AM–4 PM (self-guided tours only)
December 3–18: Sat. 10 AM–4 PM, Sun. 11 AM–4 PM (closed Sat. and Sun. January–March)
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park (formerly
Historic Murphy’s Landing) interprets how people have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and
the surrounding cultural and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their
lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the preterritorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive media or while
costumed interpreters bring the past alive at living history days and events.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial
ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski
areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. Visitors enjoy hiking, leashed dog
walking, snowshoeing, skijoring, and horseback riding. With the exception of the trails and the new
3-acre dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers
for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area
by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise–10 PM daily
This regional park includes 3.5 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1 acre small dog park.
Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Summer Camp Registration
Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake and The Landing
Opens Tuesday, January 24.

Youth Golf Lesson Registration
Cleary Lake –Opens Thursday, March 9

2016–17 Park Improvements
For complete updates visit ThreeRiversParks.org
keyword “Construction Projects”.
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Outdoor Recreation

THE LANDING
MINNESOTA RIVER
HERITAGE PARK
SHAKOPEE

SNOW SHELTERS
Leave the adults at home and explore
techniques for building igloos, snow caves
and quinzhees. Then, build your own
quinzhee! Equipment provided. Reservations
required by two days prior. $6. Ages: 5-17.
December 28 — Wednesday #144567-00
9–11 AM
January 6 — Friday #144567-01
2–4 PM
February 15 — Wednesday #144567-02
4–6 PM

º WINTER SURVIVAL
What do you do in a survival situation?
Learn survival techniques and shelter and
fire building. Reservations required by two
days prior. $5. Ages: 8+.
December 28 — Wednesday #144568-00
1–3 PM

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$8. Ages: All.
December 3 #144544-00
January 14 #144544-01
Saturdays, 1–3 PM

PARENTS NIGHT
Ski or snowshoe on your own while the
kids participate in instructor-led activities
like survival skills and snowshoe relays. Fees
include rental equipment for adults, activities
for kids, and pizza. Reservations required by
two days prior. $40/two adults and one child;
$15/additional child. Ages: 6-13.
December 9 #144548-00
January 6 #144548-01
February 24 #144548-02
Fridays, 5–8 PM

º FULL MOON SNOWSHOE
Explore winter signs and sounds under the
light of the full moon. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. Reservations required
by two days prior. $5. Ages: 6+.
December 13 — Tuesday #144561-00
January 13 — Friday #144561-01
February 9 — Thursday #144561-02
6:30–8 PM

HEADLAMP CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
Ski by the light of your headlamp.
Basic classical cross-country skiing skills
are taught; some experience recommended.
Warm up with hot cocoa by a fire afterwards.
Ski rentals available for an additional fee.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$15. Ages: 13+.
December 16 — Friday #144565-00
6:30–8 PM

º FULL MOON

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
Explore winter signs and sounds under
the light of a full moon. Some experience
recommended. Ski rentals available for an
additional fee. Reservations required by
January 12. $15. Ages: 13+.
January 14 — Saturday #144566-00
7–8:30 PM

FAT BIKE FUN RACE
Grab your fat bike for a circuit-style race
on a 12-feet-wide packed trail. 5K beginner
race starts at 1:15 PM; 10K action race
starts at 2:15 PM; prize drawing at 3:30 PM.
Limited number of rental bikes available; call
763.694.7777 to reserve. Food concessions
available. Open to the first 50 racers.
$12 pre-registration; $15 day-of. Ages: All.
January 28 — Saturday #144581-00
1–4 PM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
SAVAGE
º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with
a scenic, guided hike. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$5. Ages: 8+.
December 3 — Saturday #143763-00
9–10:30 AM
January 27 — Friday #143763-01
4–5:30 PM

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING

WITH HOT COCOA
Explore snow banks, search for animal tracks
and warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by December 8. $6. Ages: 4+.
December 10 — Saturday #143762-00
9–10:30 AM

FOLKWAYS OF THE HOLIDAYS
Discover the holiday traditions of 19thcentury Minnesotans. Watch folk art
performances, ride a horse-drawn trolley,
and tour homes with culturally-distinct
decorations and crafts. Dress for the
weather. Great for scouts working on badge
requirements. Call 763.559.6700 to preregister. Walk-ins welcome; last admission at
3 PM. $8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+;
children under 2 free. Ages: All.
December 3–18 #138483-00 to 05
Saturdays, 10 AM–4 PM
Sundays, 11 AM–4 PM

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your
child. Play games, sing, and read stories as
new themes are investigated each month.
Reservations required. $5/person. Ages: 2-5,
plus adult.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM

Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
scenic, guided hike. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by December 21.
$5. Ages: 8+.
December 23 — Friday #144563-00
3–4:30 PM

Take a candlelit stroll through the 1800s
Eagle Creek Village. Greet costumed residents
as they share holiday traditions, watch
the Christmas Pageant in the Town Hall at
6:30 PM, and enjoy music by pianist Renae
Williams. Enter through the West Entrance.
Dress for the weather and an evening stroll.
Call 763.559.6700 to pre-register. Walk-ins
welcome; last admission at 7:30 PM. $8 ages
18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under
2 free. Ages: All.
December 16 — Friday #138484-00
5–8:30 PM

FOLKWAYS WINTER
BREAK CAMP
Leave the adults at home and experience
the holiday traditions of 19th-century
Minnesotans. Bake holiday treats on a
wood-burning stove and make traditional
decorations. Explore the winter landscape
on snowshoes and kicksleds. Reservations
required. $155/three sessions. Ages: 6-12.
December 27–29 #138460-00
Tuesday–Thursday, 9:30 AM–3:30 PM

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
@ LONSDALE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL NATURE CENTER
1000 Idaho St. S.W., Lonsdale
In partnership with Scott County

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TOUR
Enjoy a classical cross-country ski tour and
warm up with hot cocoa afterwards. Basic
skiing skills are taught. Must bring own ski
equipment. Reservations required
by December 27. $15. Ages: 13+.
December 29 — Thursday #149966-00
1–3 PM

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING

WITH HOT COCOA
Explore snow banks, search for animal tracks
and warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $6. Ages: 4+.
December 24 — Saturday #144562-00
1–2:30 PM
February 3 — Friday #144562-01
4–5:30 PM

FROZEN FROLIC FAT BIKE RACE
Challenge yourself in a time trial format
racing a 10- to 14-mile singletrack loop
through trees and snow after sundown.
After, warm up at the trailhead for awards,
door prizes and good times. Divisions include
men’s, women’s, and U-17. Additional races
at Elm Creek and Lake Rebecca Park Reserves.
Helmets and mounted bike lights required.
Race starts at 6:30 PM. Make-up date is
February 22. Sponsored by Michael’s Cycles.
$15 pre-registration; $20 day-of; $50 for all
four races (call 763.559.6700). Ages: 14+.
December 21 — Wednesday #123782-00
5:30–8:30 PM

Ski by the light of your headlamp. Basic
classical cross-country skiing skills are taught;
some experience recommended. Warm up
with hot cocoa by a fire afterwards. Must
bring own ski equipment. Reservations
required by January 2.
$15. Ages: 13+.
January 4 — Wednesday #149965-00
6:30–8 PM

FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
Explore snow banks and search for animal
tracks. Equipment provided. Reservations
required by January 5. $5. Ages: 4+.
January 7 — Saturday #149962-00
2–3:30 PM

FOLKWAYS BY CANDLELIGHT

400 Lexington Ave. S., New Prague
In partnership with Scott County

Discover the fast-growing sport of fat biking.
Learn basic riding techniques and embark on
a beginner-level tour. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$35. Ages: 14+.
December 24 #144564-00
January 7 #144564-01
Saturdays, 10–11:30 AM

HEADLAMP CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

Whose Tracks Are Those?
January 10 #138400-01

@ NEW PRAGUE GOLF COURSE

INTRODUCTION TO FAT BIKING

Discover the fast-growing sport of fat biking.
Learn basic riding techniques and embark
on a beginner-level tour. Equipment provided.
Reservations required December 27.
$35. Ages: 14+.
December 29 — Thursday #149964-00
9:30–11 AM

Fuzzy Furs
December 13 #138400-00

Explore winter signs and sounds under
the light of a full moon. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by February 8.
$5. Ages: 6+.
February 10 — Friday #149961-00
6–7:30 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING

INTRODUCTION TO FAT BIKING

TWO-TIER SKI PASS PROGRAM
A two-tier cross-country ski pass program
will be available this season:
• All Parks Pass: required at Elm Creek
and Hyland and valid at all Three Rivers
parks with cross-country skiing.
Season pass $75 + tax, daily $9 + tax.
• Natural Snow Parks Pass: valid at
Three Rivers parks with cross-country
skiing, except Elm Creek and Hyland.
Season pass $55, daily $6 + tax.
Visit ThreeRiversParks.org for more details
or to purchase your season pass online.

VALENTINE’S SNOWSHOE HIKE
Enjoy a romantic, self-guided walk through
the winter woods with your special someone.
Warm up afterwards by a fire with hot cocoa.
Equipment and basic instruction provided.
Reservations recommended. $6/person.
Ages: All.
February 12 — Sunday #149963-00
1–4 PM

@ COURT SQUARE PARK
410 N. Cedar St., Belle Plaine
In partnership with Scott County

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE
Explore winter signs and sounds under the
light of a full moon. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by December 12.
$5. Ages: 6+.
December 14 — Wednesday #149961-01
6–7:30 PM

GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required by February 23.
$8. Ages: All.
February 25 — Saturday #149944-00
2:30–4:30 PM

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–5 PM
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the
basis of financial need and funds
available. Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine.
If a program is canceled by park staff,
you will be notified and a full refund or
credit will be issued upon your request.

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Surviving a Minnesota winter

The Scott County Agricultural Society operates and supports the annual
Scott County Fair, a popular summer tradition.

Scott County Agricultural
Society seeks new members

The Scott County Agricultural Society is looking for new members. You
can get an application from the Scott
County Fair website, or by calling the
Fair office (952-492-2436). With the
$20 membership fee you get the following benefits:
Benefits of an Annual Membership
Include:

• A show of support for a 100-year-old
Scott County tradition
• Voting privileges
• Board of Directors election eligibility
• Newsletters
• Free Season Parking Pass with annual
membership ($20 value)

The Scott County Agricultural
Society always needs new ag members, volunteers, and sponsors to
help with keeping this great County
Fair vibrant. The Scott County Fair

Board would like to thank all of their
past and present supporters for their
help and dedication. We are working on making the fair bigger, better,
faster, and more fun every year and
we could use your help. Consider
joining the ag society this year, and
be sure to attend the Scott County
Fair (July 26 – 30) -- invite some
friends too, because it’s the place to
be!
Watch for other exciting things
to come to the Fairgrounds in 2017.
Muck Fest is coming August 19,
2017, and don’t miss the 5th Annual
Autumn Fare.
Note: The Scott County Fairgrounds
is available for rent for weddings, reunions, employee picnics, birthday parties, graduations, et cetera. The beautiful gazebo is very popular for weddings
and the grandstand and new restored
carousel are also available for events.

Senior exercise program
cles are being worked and demonstrates
the correct way to do the exercise to
avoid injury. Each participant’s fitness
is assessed quarterly against a baseline
test. Many studies have concluded that
regular exercise allows senior citizens
to improve balance and reduce falling,
control weight and diabetes, lower risk
of heart disease and stroke, improve
sleeping and eating habits, improve
cognitive skills, and even reduce the
need for medication.
Evelyn, also a resident of Philipp
Square, has been attending classes from
the beginning and has only missed one
or two of the 130 offered so far. She had
fallen and dislocated both shoulders and
was having difficulty raising her arms.
The classes have helped her ability to
raise her arms, and she couldn’t be happier with the results. She doesn’t have
a car, so the convenience of having the
classes offered on-site is a big benefit.
Also, her medical insurance covers the
cost of the classes.
“While the exercises appear to be
easy, they get the job done,” says Janet,
another resident of Philipp Square. “It’s
a wonderful program that allows me to
move better. I had open heart surgery
years ago, have had four stints, and was
told by my doctor that I have to keep
moving. This gets me moving, and I really enjoy seeing everyone.”
Philipp Square residents Shirley and
Nick agree that the class is fun: “If you
make a mistake and move left instead
of right, we all just laugh about it. The
exercises work a variety of muscles, but
don’t overwork them. It sure gets your
circulation going.”
Brentwood Court Residents Roger
and Diane Schnebly started taking these
classes three days a week for 45 minutes each class. They report increased
strength as the result of the classes. For

From page 1

example, the Schneblys have a lake
home where they put their dock out every year. Each spring, they have needed assistance from others to install the
dock. Not this year! They were able to
put the dock out themselves and they report this is the result of exercising.
Live 2 B Healthy® Senior Fitness,
headquartered in Minnetonka, was started in 2008 by Cory Czepa, a personal
trainer who saw firsthand the need for
improved senior fitness. When he was
in grade school, he began volunteering
in the nursing home where his grandparents were living and always enjoyed
working with seniors.
Czepa hires highly trained certified personal trainers who carefully
customize fitness programs – often on
the spot – based on client needs. And
as the clients get stronger, the trainers
adapt the programs. Research shows
that resistance training yields the best
results, followed by cardio and balance
and toning. Two weeks into a class, the
trainer takes baseline measurements of
strength, flexibility and balance. Every
four months, they measure again, using
testing protocols that allow assessments
regardless of a person’s limitations. Almost always, there is improvement.
Meanwhile, back at Philipp Square,
Bronco is taking his class through their
paces. “March with those feet, let’s
move your arms… Flap like a bird…
Pretend you’re boxers and punch,
punch, punch… Now twist and stick
your tongue out at your neighbor! And
now for your favorite one… clapping.
This means we’re done. Good job all
around!”
Article written by Mary Ellen Weeman, Resident Manager, Philipp Square,
and Terri Kosse, Resident Manager, formerly of Brentwood Court, currently at
The Henderson.

Winter has arrived in Minnesota, and we can be certain that there will be some
incredibly cold days ahead. Conditions may quickly become deadly for those who
are unprepared. For most of us, this is not our first Minnesota winter. We know
what to expect and feel prepared for it. However, complacency to the dangers can
cause the most harm. It is all but guaranteed that we will experience several days
where the lows reach the negative teens to
twenties. Because of this, every Minnesota resident should be prepared to prevent
frostbite and hypothermia.
Frostbite is the freezing of skin and extremities on the body. The nose, cheeks,
ears, fingers, and toes are most commonly
affected. For this reason, one should always dress for the weather, leaving little to
no exposed skin when we are experiencing
Dress yourself and children approextreme cold and wind.
In the early stages of frostbite, a person priately for cold weather.
may feel burning, numbness, tingling, itching, or cold sensations in the affected areas. The impacted areas of the skin may appear white and frozen. It is commonly
extremely cold to the touch and discolored (flushed, white or gray, yellow or blue).
In severe cases, the sensations may be lost. The skin may become hard with swelling and blood-filled blisters and may appear blackened and dead.
If you suspect frostbite, take the following steps:
•

Get the person to a warm building, shelter, or vehicle as soon as possible.

•

Seek immediate medical treatment or call 911.

•

Avoid impacting the damaged skin; never rub the affected area.

•

Gently warm up by slowly soaking the affected area in lukewarm water
(100-105 degrees F) until it appears red and feels warm. Do not expose
directly or close to a fire or other heat sources.

•

Loosely bandage the area with dry, sterile dressings.

•

Place dry, sterile gauze between impacted joints to keep them separated.

•

Avoid breaking any blisters.

•

Do not allow the affected area to refreeze.

Anyone who spends much time outdoors in cold weather can be at risk to develop hypothermia. In cold weather, a person’s body can lose heat faster than they
can produce it. Exposure to moisture and cold water can rapidly cool a body. The
result is hypothermia, or abnormally low body temperature. Babies and elderly
people are especially at risk and must be properly protected.
Signs of hypothermia may include shivering, numbness, glassy stare, apathy,
weakness, impaired judgement, and incoherent speech. Hypothermic individuals
may appear intoxicated. As hypothermia progresses, the body restricts blood flow
to the extremities, holding it in the body’s core to protect the vital organs. At this
deadly stage, hypothermic people often begin to feel warm then shed their clothing.
Loss of consciousness and death soon follow. A body temperature below 95°F is an
urgent medical emergency that can lead to death if not treated promptly.
If you suspect hypothermia, take the following steps:
•

Get the person to a warm building, shelter, or vehicle as soon as possible.

•

Call 911 to seek immediate medical treatment.

•

Remove any wet clothing and dry the person.

•

Warm the person slowly by wrapping in blankets or by putting dry clothing
on the person.

•

Do not roughly move or warm the person too quickly. Rapid warming may
cause dangerous heart arrhythmias.

•

Monitor breathing and circulation.

Regardless of whether you love or loathe Minnesota’s winters, we all need to
respect how dangerous they can be if you aren’t prepared. Please take our cold
winters seriously, especially if you are planning on spending a lot of time outdoors.
Take care of yourself and others, and make sure you remain safe throughout the
winter season.

Share your vision of
Scott County for the
2040 plan

Visit “Speak Up,
Scott County!”
at scottcountymn.gov
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited resources.” So watch this page
for current and future information from us and our
many SCALE partners!

A 40-acre solar energy system was approved in
October by the Belle Plaine City Council.

From Belle Plaine:

Solar energy system approved

The City of Belle Plaine will welcome the establishment of a five megawatt (mW) solar energy system to the northwest part of the City in 2017. At an
October 21 regular meeting, the City Council unanimously approved the project on approximately 40
acres of the Devine Family property at 1300 South
Street West. The system will be in production for at
least 25 years and will generate enough electricity to
power about 700 homes each year.
The Blakeley Township Board and the City worked
together to annex the subject property earlier in the
year. The Township and the City recognized the value
in the site’s suitability for solar gardening as well as
the property owners’ demonstrated commitment to
sustainable practices and renewable energy. Blakeley Supervisor Brian Schmidt was actively involved
in learning about the project and potential impact on
adjacent property. “We appreciated the opportunity
to walk the land and learn exactly where the project
components would be located and how the project related to the adjacent locale,” said Schmidt.
The site will include pollinator habitat and native
grass plantings. The solar array will be situated away
from residential development amid lands used for organic crop and edible foodstuff production.
Belle Plaine Mayor Mike Pingalore said, “The
solar project aligns with the City’s priorities relating
to stewardship, livability, and sustainability as evidenced in an on-going local comprehensive plan update.” Several residents attended public hearings on
the solar garden and expressed interest in and support
for the project. The project is expected to be online
within about one year.
The City initiated an update to energy systems
land use code in 2015, acknowledging solar energy
as a clean, abundant, and renewable energy resource
which can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the natural environment. The code update allows
for utility-scale solar energy systems in the rural residential zoning district provided a permit is issued and
certain performance standards are achieved.

From the Prior Lake/Spring Lake
Watershed District:
Clean water clean-up results are in

On one of the coolest mornings this fall, 40 volunteers from around the community took part in the
fourth Clean Water Clean-up — a “rake for the lake”
event at Sand Point Beach Park to prevent leaves
and other organic debris from polluting Prior Lake.
The event was a joint effort of the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District and the City of Prior Lake.

Volunteers of all ages were spread out over several
acres and successfully raked up over 6,360 pounds
of leaves and organic debris—slightly more than the
spring clean-up at the Park. Leaves and other organic
debris can be carried by stormwater into water bodies,
and organic debris turns into phosphorus—a favorite
food of algae. Severe algal blooms were experienced
this year and can impact recreation, wildlife and property values.
Retailers and organizations donated door prizes
and volunteers were treated to a picnic lunch. The
2017 spring clean-up event will be scheduled soon.

From Shakopee:

Grand opening for Shakopee
Ice Arena set for Jan. 15

Celebrate the opening of the new Shakopee Ice
Arena Sunday, Jan. 15! The 89,590-square-foot, twosheet ice arena opened in early December. The project
was part of a $30.4 million expansion to the Shakopee Community Center to enhance recreation opportunities for residents. The ice arena feature two NHLsized rinks, as well as locker rooms, dryland space,
meeting rooms, and a concessions area.
During the grand opening event, enjoy free public
skating, tours, refreshments and games from 2:15 to
4:15 p.m. You can also enter for a chance to win a free
hour of skating for you and your friends.
With the completion of the ice arena, construction crews will remodel the old arena shell into a
24,000-square-foot aquatic center, set to be completed
in summer 2017. For more information about the ice
arena, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/ccimprovements.

Senior lounge opens at
Shakopee Community Center

Shakopee seniors finally have a place to call their
own after the Ṡakpe ti Lounge opened Oct. 28.
The lounge, which is open during Community
Center hours, was named in honor of Shakopee Dakota Chief Little Six. Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Chairman Charlie Vig said the name “ti”
refers to a place to gather. The senior lounge will be a
place for Shakopee residents to gather for many years,
he said.
“It’s going to be a really nice place to come,” said
Shakopee Senior Club member Joyce Manthey. Bahia
Fahmy and her husband, Mohammed, moved to Shakopee two years ago and have been looking for a way
to get more involved in the community. “It’s really
nice,” Fahmy said. “I think it’s going to be very helpful for us to meet people and interact.”
Ṡakpe ti Lounge includes a full kitchen, library,
lounging area, television, and iPads for use. The seniors can also use the Community Room, adjacent
to the senior lounge, daily until 3 p.m. The lounge
is free and open to the public. For more information about the lounge, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
communitycenter.

Hy-Vee breaks ground amid
busy building season

Another grocery option is coming to Shakopee after Hy-Vee began site work on its new grocery store in
November. Hy-Vee is building a 95,800-square-foot,
full-service grocery store with liquor store and restaurant, a 4,300-square-foot convenience store with drive
thru and a four-bay automatic car wash. A separate
developer will construct an office building and 100unit apartment building in the future. Hy-Vee hopes
to complete construction in 2017.
Hy-Vee is just one of several ongoing projects
across the city, including Marcus Theaters, St. Francis
Urgent Care, SMSC’s new cultural center, Shakopee
City Hall, and Shakopee High School. The year 2016
proved to be one of busy construction in Shakopee
with a variety of industrial, commercial, and residential projects. Among the highlights:
•
Amazon opened its fulfillment center in

July near Highway 101 and Shenandoah
Drive.Across the street, Milestone AV
Technologies also built its new facility.
•
AmeriSource Bergen has begun
moving into its 200,000-square-foot
pharmaceutical distribution facility.
•
Rahr Malting’s $68 million expansion
included a new malthouse, warehouse,
pilot brewery/tech center, and
maintenance warehouse.
•
St. Francis Regional Medical Center
completed a 15,500-square-foot addition
to its main entrance, which includes
a pharmacy, coffee shop, and optical
department.
•
A new Apple Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
opened near Marschall and 17th Avenue.
•
The Henderson, a 51-unit senior
apartment building, opened in October.
A full map of projects is available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/currentdevelopment.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

#SMSC Gives

Employees of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community helped their Scott County neighbors in
October, part of the tribe’s new Community Outreach
Program that offers its workforce paid opportunities
to give back.
During the first outreach event, more than 100
employees from the SMSC’s enterprises and tribal
government departments supported the efforts of the
Community Action Partnership (CAP Agency). The
CAP Agency provides resources to individuals and
families in Scott, Carver, and Dakota counties.
Support efforts included several groups of employees and spanned two weeks, including 435 outreach
hours compensated by the SMSC. SMSC employees:
• Organized and donated to an SMSC-wide
winter clothing drive
• Assisted in Savage classrooms
• Helped out at the CAP Agency food shelf
and thrift store with stocking, organizing,
and customer service
• Served lunch and ran bingo for seniors in
Prior Lake
• Completed fall chores for seniors in Prior
Lake and Shakopee

Some SMSC employees completed fall chores
for Prior Lake and Shakopee seniors while others
worked at the CAP Thrift Shop.

Toys for Tots Fitness Jam at
Dakotah! Sport and Fitness

December 17, registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
Make a toy donation, attend a class for free. It’s a
great way to get moving while giving back this holiday season!
DSF Members: 1 Donation Required
Guests: 2 Donations Required
8-9am – Cycle (space limited; RSVP required)
8-9am – Studio #5 Workout
8:30-9:30am – Yoga
9:15-10:15am – GX Kettlebell
9:30-11am—Jingle and Dance Jam
Learn more at dakotahsport.com.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Become a 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth donor

Today’s youth are growing up in a
very complex world, with an array of
outside influences that make it difficult
to make the right decision about tough
issues. Parents try to teach their children to make the right decisions and develop a strong value system, but outside
influences may have strong persuasion
power. Parents and communities need
other sources to help teach children how
to make the right choices.
The University of Minnesota Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth programs are helping in this mission. Youth
Teaching Youth has been in Scott County classrooms for over 26 years, reaching more than 30,000 elementary students. We focus on two major curricula
made available to elementary schools:
“Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions” and
“Internet Safety.”
Alcohol/Tobacco Decisions for 4th
and 5th graders focuses on the effects of
alcohol, tobacco, peer pressure, decision making skills, and refusal skills.
Internet Safety teaches 5th graders
about being a responsible and respectful digital citizen, understanding why
communicating online is different than
in person, dangers associated with the
internet, and cyberbullying.
There is a small fee of $2 per student
(averaging $50 per classroom) to have
the high school teen teachers visit one
hour, once a week, for three consecutive
weeks. We’re currently looking for donations to help fund classroom scholarships for teachers that would like to have
the program in their classrooms but do
not have the funds. We’re constantly
looking for ways to offer the students
and teen teachers the most up-to-date
research information and facts, and donations will help in the development and
updating of current curriculum and new

programs that are needed in the schools.
Funding is also needed for continued
training and leadership opportunities for
volunteer high school teen teachers. If
you’re interested in learning more about
the program or how you can donate,
please contact Sara Wagner at the University of Minnesota, Scott County Extension, at (952) 492-5388 or via email
at dunc0088@umn.edu.

Thank you
2015-16 donors!
Thank you to our 2015-2016 donors
that allowed many classrooms to continue programing and allowed over 100
high school teen teachers to complete
training and be positive role models to
younger members in their community.
Shakopee – American Legion Aux #2,
Shakopee Rotatory Club, Shakopee
Eagle’s Club, Shakopee Gravel,
Sailer’s Greenhouse, and Dr. James
Arhart DDS.
Jordan – Complete Transport Services,
and Home Town Bank.
Belle Plaine – Cully’s Coin Laundry.
Prior Lake-Savage – Prior Lake Lions
Club, American Legion Aux Post 643,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Ladies Aux
to VFW Post 6208, and MN River
Valley #6 Masons.
New Prague/New Market – Dallas
Bohnsack, Stasney Electric, Back and
Neck Clinic, American Legion Post 45,
American Legion Auxiliary, Goldsmith
Eye Care, and Clause, Schoenbauer,
Seurer & Webb LTD.
Scott County – MN 4-H Foundation,
Scott County Pork Producers,
Fairmount Santrol, Douglas Vayda,
Lions Tap, and MN Masonic Charites.
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Help youth reach their potential with 4-H

By Heather Robertson, Interim 4-H Program Coordinator
With winter settling in for a long visit, many parents are looking for fun and
exciting things to do with their children while avoiding the cold. This is why it
is so important to get your children involved in programming that will make a
lasting impact on their lives. The 4-H program offers kids an
opportunity to be involved in a community of young people
across America who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life
skills. 4-H youth development is the process of growing up and
developing one’s abilities in positive ways. Youth development
organizations exist to promote the positive, healthy development
of young people, and 4-H is the oldest and largest publicly funded youth development organization.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to learn
new things, develop new skills, travel to new places, experience new situations,
make new friends and -- most of all -- have fun!
4-Hers do this in a number of ways. First, they can start locally in a 4-H club.
Scott County offers 4-H clubs in all of our communities. There, they can learn
about any topic in which they are interested. 4-Hers can then go on to participate in
project days, camps, public speaking contests, 4-H fairs, conferences both locally
and nationally, and so much more! Some youth participate through afterschool programs or other adventure opportunities. Each 4-H member defines their own 4-H
experience so the possibilities are endless. 4-H membership is open to all youth,
kindergarten to age 19, whether they live in cities, towns, or rural areas; whatever
their race, religion, or gender.
In the 4-H program, youth become involved in various project areas. No matter what interests you, 4-H has the project area for you. Some project areas you
can explore include photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports, wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, shop, small engines, computer, lawn
and landscape, gardening, food and nutrition, animal science, and much more. 4-H
projects are fun, hands-on learning activities that challenge youth to explore different areas of interest.
Why join now? Winter brings the start of our new 4-H year. There are numerous
workshop opportunities such as sewing or pie making, the start of Shooting Sports,
and plenty of time to start your county fair projects. To find out how to start or
join a 4-H club in your area or for winter programming opportunities, call the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410 or email Heather Robertson, Interim
Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator, at hroberts@umn.edu. Enrollments can be
taken all year round.

Master Gardeners ready to help

Have any gardening or plant questions? Send your local University of
Minnesota Extension Master Gardeners an email! Contact the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners at gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.
org.
We are a collective of trained volunteers accredited by the University of

Minnesota Extension who provide free,
unbiased horticultural and environmental best practices. Our goal is to enhance
local quality of life through informed
decision-making. Last year, our team of
100 Mater Gardeners volunteers 4,000
hours in Carver and Scott Counties.
Visit us at www.carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Master Gardeners plan classes

Youth learn to build and program their own Lego creations.

Lego Robotics classes planned

Calling all Lego Robotics enthusiasts! If you enjoy building with
Legos, computer technology, and learning, this is the group for you. A
start-up night will be held on Monday, January 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the Scott
County Extension office. At this meeting, we will be setting up dates
and times for the spring classes. For more information or to register,
please call or e-mail Heather Robertson, Interim 4-H Program Coordinator, at (952)-492-5384 or hroberts@umn.edu.

4-H Winter Lock-In set for Jan. 27
Do you love staying up all night with
friends and having a good time? Then
the Scott County 4-H Winter Lock-In is
the right event for you! Once again, the
Scott County 4-H Program will be putting on their annual 4-H Winter Lock-In
at the Dakotah Sports and Fitness Center in Prior Lake from 11 PM- 4 AM on
Friday, Jan. 27 to Saturday, Jan. 28.

At the Lock-In, there will be basketball, swimming, arcade games, bowling,
ice skating, and much more! The cost of
the event is $30 for 4-H members and
$35 for non- members. This includes all
activities, chaperones, food, drinks, and
door prizes. Invite your friends! Call
(952) 492-5379 to register.

Prior Lake Library, Mondays at 6:30
p.m.
16210 Eagle Creek Avenue, (952) 4473375
• Seed Starting: February 6
• Vegetables to Plant in Spring
and Summer: February 27
• Shrubs: Selection and Pruning:
March 6
• 101 Ways to Make Your
Garden Eco-Friendly: March
20
• Popular Perennials for Sun and
Shade: March 27
• Growing and Using Herbs:
April 3

Shakopee Library, Tuesdays at 6:30
p.m.
235 S. Lewis, (952) 233-9590
• Seed Starting: February 21
• Vegetables to Plant in Spring
and Summer: February 28
• Shrubs: Selection and Pruning:
March 7
• 101 Ways to Make Your
Garden Eco-Friendly: March
14
• Popular Perennials for Sun and
Shade: March 21
• Growing and Using Herbs:
March 28

Battered women’s program seeks volunteers
Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women will be holding
a volunteer training next April.
We are currently looking for
volunteers to staff the 24-hour
crisis line (free training provided)
and also to provide childcare
at our weekly support groups
(no training required). For more
information, please call (952)
873-4214 or visit our website at
www.svabw.org.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Free rides to medical appointments offered

Has driving to your VA medical appointments become difficult and parking inconvenient? Scott County Veterans Services provides free rides to VA medical appointments. Our driver Annetta Williams-Novak is a very experienced transit driver and will provide a safe, comfortable ride right to the front door of the VA Medical
Center. We will transport to both the VA Medical Center in Minneapolis and the
Shakopee VA Clinic. Our bus is handicapped accessible; it can handle wheelchairs
and some scooters. We travel Monday through Thursday each week, and pick up
and drop off veterans at their home. We request that, if possible, appointments be
scheduled at the VA between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. This helps reduce the length of
the day for our riders. This service is for Scott County resident veterans only, but
we will transport a spouse or other escort if needed and space is available.
If you are interested in using our bus service, please contact Mary Kaye Doerr,
Scott County Veterans Service, at (952) 496-8176. She will be able to provide more
detailed information on the transportation program and how to set up a ride.
With the holidays coming soon, we often get people in the community offering
to assist veterans and their families who are in need. This may be a holiday meal,
gifts for children, or some other need to make the season brighter. If you are or
know of a Scott County veteran or veteran’s family who could use a little assistance
during the holidays, please contact our office.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Historical Society to feature
new exhibit focused on river
The Minnesota River: From early
Native American villages on the river
to leisure excursions that continue
today, this exhibit explores the many
ways people have experienced the
Minnesota River over time. Learn
about the steamboats that brought
supplies and settlers to Scott County,
discover how towns and businesses
developed around the river, and more!
Exhibit runs December 2016 through
May 2017.

inspired! Cookies and coffee will be
served. Free!

Youth Archaeology Workshop:
Typology Building and Artifact
Reconstruction, Saturday, Jan.
21, 1 -3 p.m. For ages 11-16. Ever
wondered what archaeologists do?
Here’s your chance to find out!
Join local archaeologist Dr. Jeremy
Nienow for an afternoon of fun, handson archaeological activities. This
workshop is the third in a series of six
workshops that run until May 2017
(attendees need not have participated
in previous workshops to join in
the fun). It is free to participate, but
registration is required. Register
in advance through Shakopee
Community Education. This program
is sponsored in part with funds
provided by the Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund through the Minnesota
Historical Society.

The Minnesota River as it flows
through Shakopee.

Annette Williams-Novak, an experienced transit driver, will pick up veterans
at their homes, take them to their appointments at the VA Medical Center in
Minneapolis and the Shakopee VA Clinic, and then take them home.

Read a book and cook with
upcoming 4-H programs
Attention kids in grades 1-5! Join
our 4-H leader, Sara Wagner, for this
wonderful new class that enhances
both reading and cooking skills. Sign
up with your friends, learn some new
cooking skills, and make delicious and
nutritious recipes. Each student should
bring a book related to the theme and
share their favorite book passages with
their group. Each class meets once for
1.5 hours; there is one class per location
per month. You must sign up for each
month separately. All supplies included
with registration fee. Recipes will be
handed out at the end of each session.
Register through Shakopee Community Education at www.shakopee.k12.
mn.us/domain/67. The cost for each lesson is $16.

January – The Very Hungry
Caterpillar: Fruit Pizza

We will taste and smell the many
foods that the Very Hungry Caterpillar
ate throughout this book. We will bake
sugar cookies and make our own fruit
pizzas. Bring your favorite book where
the characters are very hungry!
Eagle Creek Elementary, Shakopee;
Thursday, Jan. 26 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
Jackson Elementary, Shakopee;
Thursday, Jan. 19 from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Red Oak Elementary, Shakopee;
Tuesday, Jan. 17 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
Sun Path Elementary, Shakopee;
Thursday, Jan. 12 from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Sweeney Elementary, Shakopee;
Monday, Jan. 30 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
February – George and Martha:
Split Pea Soup

Martha was fond of making Split
Pea Soup for George and sometimes
she would make it all day long. We will
make pots and pots of soup for dinner.
Bring your favorite book where the
characters eat or make soup!
Eagle Creek Elementary, Shakopee;
Thursday, Feb. 16 from 3:50 - 5:20
p.m.
Jackson Elementary, Shakopee;
Thursday, Feb. 23 from 3:15 - 4:45
p.m.		
Red Oak Elementary, Shakopee;
Tuesday, Feb. 7 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
Sun Path Elementary, Shakopee;
Monday, Feb. 6 from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Sweeney Elementary, Shakopee;
Monday, Feb. 13 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
March – If You Give a Mouse a
Cookie: Chocolate Chip Cookies
This book has had many readers craving chocolate chip cookies for decades.
Like the overall-wearing mouse in this
playful story, whomever you share these
crispy cookies with will likely ask for a
glass of milk! Bring your favorite book
where the characters like sweet treats!
Eagle Creek Elementary, Shakopee;
Tuesday, Mar. 21 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
Jackson Elementary, Shakopee;
Wednesday, Mar. 15 from 3:15 - 4:45
p.m.
Red Oak Elementary, Shakopee;
Monday, Mar. 6 from 3:50 - 5:20 p.m.
Sun Path Elementary, Shakopee;
Monday, Mar. 20 from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Sweeney Elementary, Shakopee;

Monday, Mar. 13 from 3:50 - 5:20
p.m.

Wish You Were Here: Tourism in
Scott County: Scott County has
been a vacation destination for over
a century! This exhibit explores the
many tourist spots that have attracted
visitors over the years, including
the resorts at Prior Lake, Mudbaden
Sulphur Springs, the Renaissance
Festival, Canterbury Park, Mystic
Lake, Valleyfair, Elko Speedway,
and more! See amazing photos and
artifacts, and share your favorite
memories of these fun places! Exhibit
runs September 2016 until August
2018.
The Scott County
Historical Society will
be closed on Dec. 23, 24,
and 31 for the holidays.
Genealogy 101 Workshop, Saturday,
Jan. 14, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Want to
learn your family
history but don’t
know where to
start? Register
for Genealogy
101 at the
SCHS! In the
morning session,
Lois Schulstad, genealogist and
author with more than 30 years of
research experience, will help you
identify records including vital
records (civil and church), census
(both state and federal), immigration
and naturalization records, and other
genealogy resources critical to finding
clues to build the story of your family
and to locate their ancestral village.
The afternoon session will discuss
alternative sources and provide time
for Q & A. Get started on your family
tree today! The fee is $25 and includes
class, handouts, museum admission,
and boxed lunch. Advance registration
required; to register, visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org.
Pinterest Project Night, Thursday, Jan.
19, 7 - 8 p.m. Is there a cool project
you’ve pinned on Pinterest but haven’t
gotten around to making? Now’s your
chance! We invite interested “pinners”
to join us on January 19 for an evening
of casual crafting and fun. Bring your
Pinterest project (and materials), meet
other crafters, share ideas, and get

Researching Your House History,
Thursday, Jan. 26, 6:30-8 p.m. Local
researcher and house historian Kathy
Kullberg will teach you how to
become a “house detective.” Discover
her secrets for tracking down all
aspects of house history, including
architects and builders, past residents,
period photographs, and more. The fee
is $5 per person; free for Scott County
Historical Society members.
Valentine’s Day Kids Kraft, Saturday,
Jan. 28, 10:30-11:15 a.m.. For ages
2-8. We’re celebrating Valentine’s
Day at the SCHS
with stories
and a special
yarn Valentine
craft! Free, but
registration
required for
supplies. Visit
www.scottcountyhistory.org to register.
This program introduces children
to museums, supports literacy, and
provides an opportunity for great
family fun!
Presentation: “We Were There,
Too: African-Americans in Early
Shakopee” by David Schleper,
Thursday, Feb. 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m. David
Schleper, Senior Research Chair of the
Shakopee Heritage Society, will share
the stories of African-Americans who
lived and worked in 1800s Shakopee,
including a slave who escaped from
Shakopee; an orderly in the Civil War;
an African-American man who headed
to Montana territory with Thomas A.
Holmes; and many more. Presentation
is free with museum admission ($4/
adult, $2/student, free for SCHS
members).
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
Check us out on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/SCHSHistory
and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Call (952) 4450378, email info@scottcountyhistory.
org, or visit www.scottcountyhistory.
org for more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Fire departments served multiple functions

Major fire damage preceded founding of Shakopee Department
By Patrick Rodgers and Kathleen Klehr

One of the earliest volunteer fire companies, and the first fire insurance company, were both set up in the 1750s by
Ben Franklin and his friend Dr. Thomas
Graeme. By the early 1800s, firemen
were most related to gangs. The Dancing for Ells illustration (below) will
seem familiar if you’ve seen the movie
“Gangs of New York.” The man with
the stovepipe hat and Paul Bunyan stature sitting on the barrel is Mose. Mose
was more of a myth than a man, but he
comes out of the Bowery gangs of New
York’s East Side that are depicted in the
popular film. Most of the tough Bowery b’hoys were volunteer firemen, and
their companies were their gangs. They
would brawl each other for the honor of
putting out a fire, often letting a house
burn in the process.
The barrel in the illustration is interesting. The first person to each fire was
assigned the task of guarding the fireplugs. These are plugs in wooden water
pipes that firemen would remove to connect their hoses to the main. The gangs
in New York would send out a man with
an empty barrel to put over the main to
guard the plug from rival companies.
These goons were called “plug uglies,”
and that’s very similar to what Mose is
doing in the illustration below.
The earliest regional state and local
fire departments were social organizations just as their eastern predecessors,
only much less violent. Fire companies
had enormous social as well as practical
significance.
The year 1883 is our starting date —
that’s when Shakopee’s years of agitation for a fire department finally paid
off and a fire department was organized
with elected members and three companies: Hook & Ladder, Engine (pumper),
and Hose Companies. Belle Plaine had
organized their fire department in January of 1883 with great success, so they
may also have inspired Shakopee to
organize theirs that fall (although the
Belle Plaine department would eventually dwindle and disband over the next
two years).
What did Shakopee do during fires
before this? Well, it did what any town
would do without a fire company: Let
a house burn or put it out yourself. As
Ed Mosser put it in his book, “fighting
fires was everybody’s business and everybody’s job.” 1 As the town expanded
and became denser (1870s), the dangers
of fire became more serious, creating
clamor for a fire company.
Shakopee’s first big fire was in 1872
at the St. Paul & Sioux City railroad machine shop on east 1st. This fire caused
a lot of damage to a vital part of the
city’s growth and sustenance—namely
the railroad. In 1879, the National Hotel burned, wiping out an entire city

The first fire departments in the
U.S. were related to gangs which
often competed with each other to
extinguish fires. This illustration
shows Mose, a legendary member of
a New York East Side fire department,
sitting on a water barrel to protect it
from competitors.

The Shakopee fire hall (building on right, front) was the site of many of
the city’s social events. The fire department held annual Thanksgiving and
Christmas balls which were largely attended and enjoyed. The firemen all
dressed in their uniforms and showcased their drills during the events. The
events also served as fundraisers for the department.

block that contained a grocery, several
saloons, and a meat market.
Fighting fires in the 19th century
was tricky for several reasons: For one,
building materials were easily combustible. While 1870s Shakopee was by
no means a new settlement, there were
enough log houses to make a general
conflagration in the city a major disaster. Second, sources of heating were
dangerous: gas lights, fires, stoves,
candles -- all contained the possibility
of getting out of control and starting a
blaze. Finally, the earliest industries
that helped cities like Shakopee grow
often contained dangerous possibilities
for fires: Lumber industry, flour milling,
textiles, et cetera. In fact, one of Shakopee’s flour mills burned in 1885—a very
dangerous fire because of the explosive
properties of wheat dust.
For those who have spent some time
researching local history, the roll call
of the first fire department will have
some familiar names: Jacob Kunsmann,
C.J. Strunk, John Ketterer, Jacob Ries,
Jr., John Delbow, E.J. Gellenbeck, Joe
Hirscher, John Berens, J.A. Coller, and
Anton Phillipp. Kunsmann was the first
chief. The SFD has all its original ledger
books that record the dates of their earliest meetings, who was present, who was
not present (and had to pay the absentee
fine), and a list of fire calls. The Hook
& Ladder Co.’s budget was $31.80 in
1881, a tidy sum for that day, though
they received a city appropriation for
$2,900 for initial equipment purchases.
The fire department was always a
tight social organization, and there was
a lot of pomp and entertainment to their
events. The Shakopee firemen held annual Thanksgiving and Christmas balls
which were the talk of the town and also
helped the department raise money. The
Shakopee Argus reported on their first
one in 1883: “The first annual ball of the

city Fire Department was held last evening and was largely attended and thoroughly enjoyed. The firemen were all
dressed in their uniforms and presented
a fine appearance in their drill…a thoroughly enjoyable time is the unanimous
verdict.”
Some of the earliest visitors to our
young nation were amazed at the spirit
of community and civic duty that cut
across class lines. The son of a French
nobleman, Alexis de Tocqueville, was
one of the most astute observers of early
American life, and remarked on how, in
towns across the county, people felt the
duty and desire to pitch in and steer the
direction of their community and nation.
“The health of a democratic society may
be measured by the quality of functions
performed by private citizens.” This
translates down to the Shakopee fire department as well. On its rolls, you see
that its members were farmers, butchers, lawyers, shop owners, craftsmen,
and speculators; blue collar and white
collar, sometimes both at once. Most of
them were immigrants. But they were
connected to the growing town and to
each other, perhaps by civic duty, by
self-interest, or both.
Just as the early town was dependent
upon the civic engagement of all its citizens to survive, so were nearby towns
dependent upon each other. Fire calls
in Shakopee history have often been assisted by companies from other towns.
Before Shakopee had its own department, Saint Paul was one of the only
organized fire departments in fledgling
Minnesota. They had men and equipment, like a pumper engine, though it
took the department several hours to get
here by rail. Jordan and Chaska were
also instrumental in fighting Shakopee’s
fires, and it worked vice versa.
They also had their work cut out for
them in terms of answering fire calls.

The first ledger of the department contains part of the fire record for 1884.
It shows that barns and railroad shops
were the unfortunate recipients of fire
for the first half of the year. The Omaha Railroad company shops caught fire
twice, and neither fire was ruled accidental but “incendiary.” It also lists J. B.
Conter’s hotel barn as catching fire accidentally for a loss of $2. (Conter’s hotel
was Shakopee’s Pelham Hotel, later the
Merchant Hotel.) The details of early
Shakopee society that the ledgers reveal, the services rendered, and records
kept by the fire dept. are extraordinary.
The first decade of 1900 brought new
improvements for Shakopee’s firemen.
The city installed new water mains and
fire hydrants for a larger and more reliable water supply. Hydrants provided
their own pressure, so the use of heavy
pumpers was reduced.
The year 1916 saw the first motorized
fire apparatus, a Kissel Chemical Fire
Engine. That same year, there was a fire
at Ries Bottling works. The fire took off
because the warehouse that caught fire
stored paper, boxes, and wooden cases
that fed the blaze. Apparently the Kissel did not perform well at that fire. The
years 1954 and 1945 were other pivotal
years for the SFD, since that was the
year that they got their new building
and moved out of the city building on
2nd and Lewis.
Notable fires included the Minnesota
Stove Company in 1923; McMurray
building at 1st and Lewis in 1957; Shakopee Warehouse in 1962; the St. Paul
House in 1965, which firemen worked
on for 16 hours; and Simons Lumber
Yard at 2nd and Lewis in 1968.
The worst fire that Shakopee had yet
seen, not so much for loss of property
or extent of the blaze but for the only
loss of life to occur within the department’s history, took place in 1959. A
fire started at Schesso’s garage, a Chevrolet dealership. The fire was tricky because the fire fed on the gas and oil in
and around the cars. The blaze lasted
six hours, in the course of which Max
Wermerskirchen, a 28-year-old fireman,
fell through the roof of the building
while trying to break out a skylight to
ventilate the building. There is a plaque
dedicated to Max’s memory as the one
firefighter to die in the line of duty in
Shakopee.
To learn more about Scott County
fire department history, visit the Scott
County Historical Society at 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee, or online at www.
scottcountyhistory.org.
To learn about women’s side of the
occupation, we recommend Fighting
Fire by Caroline Paul. Her book is a
bit grisly in parts, but a very interesting
read.
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SWCD to host meetings on new buffer law

In June 2016, Governor Mark Dayton signed into law a new buffer initiative aimed at enhancing protection of
Minnesota’s waters.
Buffers are strips of permanent
vegetation planted along the edge of a
stream, lake, or wetland. Buffers help
filter out phosphorus, sediment, and
other pollutants from runoff during rain
and snowmelt events. Buffers can also
help prevent streambanks and shorelines from collapsing and washing out.
They’re one of many important conservation practices that help keep water
clean.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), which is responsible for providing assistance to help
landowners comply with the law, estimates that over 1,600 parcels in Scott
County are affected by this law. They
also, however, estimate that over 80 percent are already compliant. “The vast
majority of farmers and other land owners in Scott County have already taken
steps to implement buffers and other
conservation measures on a voluntary
basis,” explained Troy Kuphal, District
Manager with the SWCD.
There are still many questions about
the buffer initiative, so the SWCD is
hosting a series of open house meetings
throughout the County to help get these
questions answered.
January 24: Scott County Fairgrounds, 7151 190th St W, Jordan
January 26: Spring Lake Town

Many Scott County farmers have already taken steps to implement buffers and other conservation measures on a
voluntary basis. Under the new state law, buffers averaging 50 feet wide are required on public waters starting Nov.
1, 2017, and at least 16.5 feet wide on public ditches by Nov. 1, 2018.

Hall, 20381 Fairlawn Ave, Prior Lake
January 31: New Market Township
Hall, 8950 230th St E, Lakeville
February 2: Belle Plaine City Hall,
218 N Meridian St, Belle Plaine
All open houses run from 5 to 7
p.m., and will feature maps showing
where buffers will be required. SWCD
staff will also be present to help answer
questions.

Under the new initiative, buffers
averaging 50 feet wide are required on
public waters starting Nov. 1, 2017, and
at least 16.5 feet wide on public ditches
by Nov. 1, 2018.
The SWCD is available to provide
technical assistance and answer questions about where buffers must be located, options for planting and maintenance, and financial assistance options.

Landowners also have the option of
working with their SWCD to determine
if alternative practices aimed at protecting water quality can be used.
For more information, please contact
the Scott SWCD in Jordan at (952)4925425. A detailed map showing where
buffers are required can be viewed online at dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.
html.

Protecting Lower Prior Lake,
one park project at a time

The last lake in the
Spring and Prior chain of
lakes, Lower Prior Lake, is
an important recreational
and ecological resource
within the region.
Unlike the other two lakes in
the chain, it remains clean,
clear, and off the Impaired
Waters list… and the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) A water quality improvement project at Indian
and the City of Prior Lake Ridge Park on Lower Prior Lake was completed
want to keep it that way. this year. A shallow depression was created
The two agencies coordi- to catch neighborhood stormwater before it
flows into the lake. The above photo is before
nated efforts to complete a construction.
water quality improvement
project at Indian Ridge Park
which is part of the ongoing effort to maintain good
water quality in Lower Prior
Lake.
On the east side of Indian Ridge Park, an unused
grassy area was re-shaped
to create a shallow depression with gentle slopes.
When it rains, this area receives stormwater from the During construction
surrounding neighborhood
and can fill up to roughly
a foot in depth for a short
period of time -- usually
one to two days. This will
provide time for pollutants
to slowly settle out of the
water and be captured by
the biomaterial mixed with
sand which lies hidden beneath the grass before the After construction
stormwater makes its way to Lower Prior Lake. This area has been planted with
low-maintenance turf grass to allow for passive use.
This project complements the recently completed project at Fish Point Park.
The project at Indian Ridge Park will help to filter out some of the pollutants from
the stormwater before it reaches the water quality features that were installed at
Fish Point Park, creating a “treatment train” that will help to improve the water
quality of Lower Prior Lake.
Funding for this project came from the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District, the City of Prior Lake and a Clean Water Partnership Grant from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

The Scott Watershed Management Organization (Scott WMO) includes all land
in the County not included in one of the other (colored) watershed districts.

Public invited to provide
input into watershed plan
Every 10 years, the Scott Watershed Management Organization (Scott
WMO) updates its plan that defines top
issues and priorities for managing the
water resources in the 375 square miles
of the watershed, comprised of 11 townships and seven cities in Scott County.
Scott Watershed Management Organization leaders invite people who live
in the watershed to express their views
on water resource issues, priorities and
opportunities that will be considered as
the watershed plan is developed. Starting early 2017, we will host Community Conversation meetings around the
County to receive input from residents.
Not sure if you live in the watershed?
If you live in the white area in the map
above, then you live in the watershed.
A larger view of this map is available online at www.scottcountymn.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/5974.
Attend any Community
Conversation:
6 – 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017.
Shakopee Law Enforcement Center,
301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee.
Room LE 240/241.

6 – 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2017.
Belle Plaine City Hall, 218 N. Meridian
Street, Belle Plaine. Use North entrance
to Council Chambers room.
6 – 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9, 2017.
Spring Lake Township Hall, 20381 Fairlawn Ave, Prior Lake. Hall Conference
Room.
Take advantage of a chance to have
your ideas/concerns heard. Each meeting will include discussions of water
resource issues. Space is limited and
reservations are recommended. Send an
email to rgroshens@co.scott.mn.us or
call 952-496-8943 to reserve your spot.
If you can’t make it to one of the
meetings but would like to provide input, please participate in our online survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
T5BNVKL. The survey will be available starting Dec. 15, 2016 and will be
open until Feb. 1, 2017. After the Jan.
9 meeting, watershed staff will consolidate all of the input from stakeholders
and present the results on Feb. 8 at 6
p.m. at the Shakopee Community Center. 1255 Fuller Street. Please join us
once again!

