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Getting help

County offers mental health
services for all ages
Page 9

The Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award was presented to four men involved in saving the life of Cody Colosio
(third from right) following an ATV accident. Sheriff Luke Hennen (at right) presented the award to (l. to r.)
citizen William Turgi, Deputy Jacob Lannon, Sgt. Robert Ryan, and Deputy Ben Koestner.

Heroes recognized for saving life
March is FoodShare month
CAP Agency hopes to fill the
shelves during food drive
Page 8

Good things happen when private citizens work with
government officials to get things done, Scott County
Board Chair Barbara Weckman Brekke pointed out at a
recent County Board meeting.
Weckman Brekke was referring to the efforts of William (Bill) Turgi and three Scott County Sheriff’s deputies
whose efforts saved a life on Aug. 1 in Cedar Lake Township. The local heroes appeared before the County Board
Jan. 9 to receive the Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award
for their efforts. But the certificates probably didn’t mean

as much to the men as seeing and hearing from Cody Colosio, the man they rescued, who was also at the meeting
with his extended family to offer his thanks.
“These guys totally saved my life,” Colosio told the
Board and audience following the awards presentation.
“If it had not been for William (Turgi) being there first, it
would have been a whole different scenario.” He said he
doesn’t remember much of what happened immediately
after the accident, “but I do remember standing there and

HEROES to page 12

County works to bridge gaps
in wireline broadband services
Order trees now
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An order form for tree and shrub
seedlings, native seed, and rain
barrels is inserted in this issue

It’s been said that broadband is
the “whistle stop” of the 21st century. Centuries ago, communities
formed and thrived along seas and
waterways. With the improvements
in watercraft, communities along rivers began to flourish. With the advent
of the mighty trains in the 19th century, towns formed along railroads
and prospered along “whistle stops”
– places like Savage, Shakopee, Jordan, and Belle Plaine. In the 20th
century, trains gave way to the automobile. The automobile completely
changed our landscape, and towns
that once boomed solely at railroad
stops have since struggled and even
disappeared with the construction of
bypass highways. New towns then
formed at those interchanges, and
commerce and communications followed these important infrastructure
developments.
Fiber optic cabling and improved
cellular and WiFi developments have
significantly increased broadband capabilities. This has changed how we
consume our news, shop for goods
and services, conduct our work, manage and compete in businesses, watch
movies and play games, participate
in hobbies, and even do homework.
Access to broadband services speaks
directly to our quality of life as a
community, perhaps more than any
other service, according to Perry
Mulcrone, Scott County’s Business
Relationships Director and broadband specialist.
Randy Kubes, owner of Creeks

Bend
Golf
Course
in
New Prague,
underscored
this
dependence
on
broadband access: “We rely
on our internet for filling
Perry Mulcrone
tee times all
day long, and
our business would be significantly
impacted without sufficient internet
service. The higher the broadband,

the better. We are in a time-sensitive
business as we send out a tee time
every eight minutes.”
As can be seen by an accompanying chart, while many urban areas of
the County have adequate broadband
service offerings, there are many
underserved areas -- especially in
the rural areas. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and
the Minnesota Office of Broadband
Services has defined the minimum
recommended standard for broadband services in an area to be 25
BROADBAND to page 14

This graph indicates the availability of 25 Mbps Download and 3 Mbps
Upload Broadband speed services through internet providers in Scott
County by areas throughout the County.
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Working and living in a wonderful County

I’m very honored to have been appointed the sixth Scott County Administrator,
and I thought it appropriate to formally introduce myself in this first “Top of the
SCENE” feature and provide a peek into a bit of my background.
First and foremost, Scott County is a very special place to me, and has turned
out to be a wonderful place to live and work. My first interaction with Scott County
goes back to around 1998, when I had the opportunity to work with the County,
Savage, Prior Lake, and Shakopee on the County Highway 42 Corridor Study. This
was a multi-year study, and provided me a greater appreciation of Scott County and
its remarkable growth being experienced at that time.
Later, as I was working for MnDOT as an Area Manager for the South Metro, I
had ample opportunities to learn about issues on Trunk Highway (TH) 169, TH 13,
and I-35. Obviously, something in me clicked well with the community; in 2002,
I moved from MnDOT to become the Public Works Director in Scott County. The
chance to work with the County Board, the 11 townships, and the seven cities in
moving our infrastructure forward to support the expansion in development and
population was what attracted me to this position. The County had just come off
a development moratorium and had completed the TH 169 Corridor Study, TH
13 Corridor Plan, and the newly-minted County Highway (CH) 42 Corridor Plan.
Transit was just beginning to be discussed on a countywide level, and our GIS
system was considered the best in the metro region. The Board was ready to move
forward some of these major infrastructure plans.
Incidentally, my husband Tom and I experienced a little expansion of our own
when we welcomed our son Jacob into the world and made a decision to move to
Scott County in 2005. I still remember the Administrator at the time stating what
a big commitment that was to pick up and move here. But it was a no-brainer for
Tom and me. With the outstanding school districts, gorgeous natural resources,
pristine parks, growing neighborhoods, and proximity to the University of Minnesota (go Gophers!), we knew it was the best place we could be. And Scott County
has not let us down.
Flash forward to 2019: Jake is now a sophomore at Shakopee High School and
enjoying theater, music, and Boy Scouts. The exceptional teachers he has interacted with have provided him with a wonderful educational experience. Tom is a
special education teacher at an elementary school in Anoka, and understands the
TH 169 commute well. As a family, we enjoy the trails at Spring Lake Park, cross
country skiing in Cleary (when we have snow), and the Minnesota State River
trail that we bike frequently. Our Airedale and Kerry Blue Terriers are more than
familiar with the trails along many County Highways. And recently, we completed
a goal of visiting all 71 of our Minnesota State Parks. It took us 11 years, but we
had to camp, fish, swim, bike, ski, hike, or picnic in each one to count as a visit.
However, the principal reason I accepted this position is the wonderful staff
within our organization. The commitment that all of these folks have to delivering
a safe, healthy, and livable community is second to none. In all likelihood, I am
most proud of the staff’s willingness to break up turfs and break down silos. Traditionally, government has worked in silos to achieve their program’s goals -- quite
often competing against each other. Our leaders are truly committed to bringing
outcomes that support key building blocks of communities (and not what each department needs to be successful), in that our residents thrive.
Just tune in to a Scott County Board meeting when there is a Scott County Delivers session on the third Tuesday of the month at 9:10 a.m. (You can also catch
them on demand if Tuesday mornings don’t work for your schedule.) You’ll see
multiple departments bringing their expertise, dedication, and professional toolsets
to solve real problems. I am truly blessed to work and live in such a wonderful
County, and I’m looking forward to the opportunities we have to deliver what matters to you!

County Board Meetings through April 2019

February 19
February 26

–
–

County Board meeting			
County Board Strategic Plan Work Session

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

April 2 –		
April 9 –		
April 16 		
April 23
–
April 30
–
			

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board Strategic Plan and Five Year Model 		
Work Session

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory
committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for
attendance at meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via email at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For more information regarding a specific
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click
on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are
eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges,
attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members,
one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various
ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other month
on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are two vacancies on the
council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 3 and 4. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in development
of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services; makes recommendations concerning
the annual budget of Health and Human Services; makes recommendations related to
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board;
and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large
input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional
providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (2
vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies representing the Sand Creek Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•
•
•

District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and
13).
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Editorial Policy
Lezlie Vermillion, Scott County’s new County Administrator, lives in Shakopee
with her husband, Tom, and their son, Jacob. The Vermillion family enjoys
visiting parks and cross country skiing, walking, and biking on local trails.
They have visited all 71 Minnesota State Parks and are pictured above during
a family vacation.

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

MVTA Customer Service Specialist Kristi Sellwood offers tips for riding the
bus at a recent travel-training event.

Travel trainers educate riders
about public transportation
Minnesota Valley Transit Authority
(MVTA), the public transit agency serving Scott County, understands that riding the bus for the first time can be a
daunting experience when potential riders are unfamiliar with bus service and
how it operates. MVTA is committed
to teaching individuals of all ages and
abilities to travel safely and independently using public transportation.
MVTA staff is available to provide
on-site informational sessions tailored
to your group’s needs, covering the basics of riding the bus and allowing plenty of time for questions and answers to
provide the knowledge and skills needed
to increase confidence in riding transit.
After the presentation, MVTA’s experienced transit professionals will assist
your group in planning a customized
trip using fixed-route local bus service,
accompanying the group upon request.
Students
Whether riding the bus to meet up
with friends at the local mall or commuting to school or work, students of
all ages and abilities benefit from travel
training. Presentation topics include
bus stop safety, bus etiquette and expectations, fare payment methods, and trip
planning.
Seniors
MVTA’s clean, accessible buses and
friendly drivers make getting around
town easy and enjoyable for seniors.
Whether it has been years since last rid-

ing a bus or you are boarding for the
first time, we’re here to help you ride
with confidence. Hands-on trips use existing bus routes and are tailored to your
group’s abilities. Trips may be as simple
as a trip to the local café for a cup of
coffee, lunch at Mall of America, or visiting the Farmer’s Market.
Employers
MVTA provides public transportation serving individuals and businesses
in the cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville,
Eagan, Prior Lake, Rosemount, Savage,
and Shakopee.
Connections from Minneapolis, St.
Paul, and the Mall of America make
commuting to/from the southern suburbs convenient and cost-effective!
MVTA can assist your business in attracting new employees and retaining
existing employees by offering on-site
route information during lunch sessions,
job fairs, health and wellness days, and
relocation events.
We also offer group presentations
and Train-the-Trainer programs to ensure your employees receive the most
accurate and up-to-date transportation
options available. MVTA is the public
transportation agency for Apple Valley,
Burnsville, Eagan, and Rosemount in
Dakota County; and the cities of Savage, Prior Lake, and Shakopee in Scott
County. To schedule your group’s travel
training opportunities, contact MVTA
Customer Service at (952) 882-7500 or
via email at mvta@mvta.com.
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Grant from County helps
educate students about
recycling, composting
In the fall of 2017, Compass Learning Center received a $1,200 grant from
Scott County Environmental Services to
implement a recycling and composting
system in their school. The grant allowed them to install six trash, organic
compost, and recycle bins; they also installed a soda can receptacle to collect
aluminum for trade-in. Additionally, the
grant supplied them with organic compost bags so compost could be thrown
with all garbage and then sorted by New
Prague Sanitation.
The New Prague School District currently implements recycling and composting into all lunchrooms in the District. Compass Learning Center is small
– only 40 high school students attend
– and they don’t have their own lunchroom, but do generate food waste with a
kitchen and school store.
The purpose of the grant was to improve the trash program by educating
students on “mindful throwing away.”
Students learned to differentiate trash,
recyclables, and composting items. Students are responsible for removing the
compost bins on a weekly basis, and log
the amount they collect. Last year, they
collected over 300 gallons of compost
to be taken to the Shakopee Organics
Recycling Facility.
Students also visited Dem-Con’s Material Recovery Facility to observe how
local recycling gets separated and used
once it leaves our schools and homes.
The grant has enabled the school to
better educate their students on best
practices in sustainability, reducing the

Students at Compass Learning
Center in New Prague log the gallons
of compostable materials they collect
each week.

overall waste the school produces.
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from SCORE and/or LRD
funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Township Treasurer retires after 31 years

Dial-A-Ride bus service expanded
to weekends, evenings
Weekends (Saturday & Sunday), 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Weekday evenings until 9 p.m.
Reservations number: 952-496-8341 Ext. 1
Reservation hours: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (M-F)
Reservations accepted up to 7 days in advance
Fares based on distance each way:
Service must be in Scott County ONLY

Looking for ways to help others?

Volunteer drivers needed

Call (952) 496-8341 or visit
www.scottcountymn/518/Volunteer-Driver-Project
to find out more information

Helena Township’s Treasurer Patricia Lambrecht retired after serving in
the position for over 31 years. “Pat was elected March 1987,” said Scott
County Board Chair Barb Weckman Brekke. “She served her township well.
I thank Pat for her many years of service to grassroots government in Scott
County.” Pat trained her Deputy Treasurer Nathan Hutton to take her place
after Nate’s election to Treasurer this past November. Pictured from left to
right: Deputy Treasurer Nathan Hutton, Clerk DeAnn Croatt, retired Treasurer
Patricia Lambrecht, Supervisor John Wermerskirchen, Chair Duane Deutsch,
Supervisor Edward Nytes, and Road Overseer Darryl Perkins. (Photo courtesy
of Barb Weckman-Brekke.)

Want more information
about Scott County?

Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/list.aspx to sign up for e-mail
and/or text message alerts on everything from County Board
and Planning Advisory Commission agendas and minutes to
road and transit updates, bid postings, emergency alerts, and
much more!

NOTIFY ME
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Environmental SCENE
By Paul Nelson
Natural Resources and
Environmental Services Manager

Thank you from the reluctant regulator
In the August 2015 “Environmental SCENE” column, I disclosed that I’m a
“reluctant regulator.” I made this statement in regard to the recently passed state
law requiring vegetated buffers on public waters and county ditches. I realize
regulations are needed to some extent, but through my many years of experience I
have found that working cooperatively is generally more efficient, not to mention
less stressful, for everyone. So I made an appeal for landowners in Scott County
to work cooperatively to achieve compliance.
I was confident that a cooperative approach would materialize. Landowners in
Scott County are, for the most part, good stewards of the land, and we already had
around 80 percent compliance with the new requirement through voluntary conservation efforts working in partnership with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District. In fact, I ended the column with this statement: “My hope, as we near
the deadline for buffer establishment, is that I’m mailing out thank you cards for
establishing buffers rather than enforcement letters.” Its now 2019, the deadline
has come and gone, and I am happy to report my hope has come true. We have
almost 100 percent compliance, and I am proud to issue a public thank you to the
farmers, hobbyists, and many other land owners of Scott County. You have truly
demonstrated a conservation ethic second to none!

Recycling efforts reduce waste
at Shakopee apartment complex
River City Centre Apartments,
owned by the Scott County Community Development Agency (CDA), is
operated by Great Lakes Management
Company. Camille Ritter, the property
manager, is committed to improving recycling and reducing waste within their
apartment buildings. Recycling was
already in place at River City, but after receiving an assessment from Waste
Wise, a few simple changes were made
to reduce the amount of material going
into the trash.
River City Apartments added recycling receptacles in all common areas,
including the kitchen and parking garage. By pairing recycling bins with
all existing trash bins, residents now
always have a convenient opportunity
to separate their paper, bottles, and cans
for recycling.
Perhaps the most noticeable change
is River City’s replacement of its Styrofoam cups and paper plates with ceramic dishware. “We used to go through a
lot of Styrofoam and paper products,”
said resident manager Kristie Hamilton.
“The reusable dishes have made a huge
difference!” Kristie estimates they used
approximately 960 paper plates, 960
Styrofoam cups, and 240 paper bowls
each year. Not only is that material no
longer ending up in the landfill, but Riv-

Ceramic dishes have replaced
Styrofoam and paper products at
River City Apartments.

Share your opinions
with policy leaders

Visit “Speak Up,
Scott County!”
at scottcountymn.gov

The winner of the 2018 Scott County Recycling Poster Contest, 5th grader
Olivia Drumm of Five Hawks Elementary School in Prior Lake (center),
is pictured with Nick Reishus, Environmentalist with Scott County
Environmental Services and Jenny Potter, Community Outreach Coordinator
with Dem-Con Companies in Shakopee.

Local students participate
in recycling poster contest

River City Apartments

er City now saves $350 per year by not
having to purchase disposables.
The recycling bins and dishware
were funded by the Scott County Business Recycling Grant, which is available to businesses and non-profits in
Scott County to help reduce waste and
recycle more.
Camille and Kristie are happy with
the changes made at River City Centre
and look forward to the results from
similar changes made at the other CDA
apartment buildings.
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from SCORE and/or LRD
funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Dem-Con Companies, along with
Scott County Environmental Services,
sponsored their second annual Recycling Poster Contest in 2018. The contest is offered to Scott County students
from public and private schools, as well
as homeschooled students, from all
across the County through Dem-Con’s
Green Grades program to help spread
awareness of the value of recycling.
Over 150 students in grades K-5
participated this year; 5th grader Olivia
Drumm from Five Hawks Elementary
in Prior Lake, was chosen as the winner.
Olivia received a $100 Visa gift card
as well as a framed copy of her poster

from Dem-Con Companies in Shakopee. Scott County, along with Dem-Con
Companies, would like to thanks all the
students, schools, and staff that participated and for their commitment to recycling in Scott County.
The goal of Dem-Con’s Green
Grades program, with support from
Scott County Environmental Services,
is educating future leaders on responsible waste processing and disposal. For
more information on Dem-Con Companies and their Green Grades Program,
or to view past and present poster winners, please visit https://dem-con.com/
green-grades/.

Charges for tire disposal
change at Household
Hazardous Waste Facility
There has been a pricing change at the Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility (HHW) for tire disposal. In order to
make tire disposal simpler and in line with other HHW facilities
around the Metropolitan area, the following tire disposal rates
were adopted as of the beginning of 2019:

• Small residential tires -- including car, pickup, light
truck, small trailer, ATV, and lawn and garden -- are
now $2 per tire.
• Commercial tires -- including semi, skid loader, small
forklift, small ag, and snowmobile tracks -- are now
$10 per tire or track.
• Tractor tires -- including rear tractor, front wheel
assist, and V-pattern tires -- are now $40 per tire.
We are no longer offering the first 20 residential tires for free,
instead going to a flat rate fee structure. Remember, we still do
not accept pressurized split-rim wheels, large construction tires,
or very large loads of tires that are unsafe or too big to handle. If
you have any questions, please call the Scott County HHW at
(952) 496-8787.
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Salt-based water softeners harming environment?
Residents can reduce excess salt that flows into waterways
Credit River, Sand Creek and Raven Stream are
on the “303(d) Federal Impaired Waters List” in Scott
County because they have too high of a chloride concentration. There are two primary sources of chloride
to these streams: First, salt applied to roads, parking
lots, and sidewalks for deicing; and second, water softener brine discharges to municipal wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) from homes and businesses.

•

•

Why is water “hard,” and why soften it?

In reality, the term “hard” refers to the amount of
minerals in your water. The problem with hard water is that it contains an overabundance of minerals,
especially calcium and magnesium. These minerals
are found underground (usually in calcium carbonate,
limestone, chalk, or calcium sulfate) and are absorbed
into water before it is pumped to your home or business. These minerals are harmless to human health,
but they do cause household problems. Conventional
water softeners address this problem by removing the
minerals in your water and replacing them with salts
(usually sodium chloride) through a process called ion
exchange.
People soften their water to make soaps lather
more, prevent spotting on dishes, and make water heaters and appliances operate more efficiently. In most
communities, these water softeners drain through your
sewer line to municipal wastewater treatment plants,
which are usually not designed to remove salt from
the wastewater. The salt passes through the treatment
system and is discharged into a receiving stream. Saltbased water softeners were once welcomed as effective solutions for hard water, but they have recently
come under fire in several states due to the negative
impact they can have on the environment.

The problem with too much chloride

High concentrations of chloride in our water harm
aquatic life. If too much chloride in surrounding water persists, aquatic life -- such as fish, invertebrates
(water insects eaten by fish), and even some plant species -- become stressed and/or die. Chloride can affect
groundwater and drinking water supplies, infrastructure, vehicles, plants, soil, pets, and wildlife. Once
chloride is in water, the only known technology for its
removal is reverse osmosis, which can be costly. In
other words, salt builds up in the environment.

What can citizens and businesses do to help?

The first step is to ask yourself if you really need
softening, and how much do you really need so you’re
not going overboard. Mineral content is only one factor affecting water performance. Water pH and other
factors can make a difference the way your water re-

•
•
Too much salt causes problems in the environment.

acts. Consider first getting your water tested by an
independent contractor to be sure you’re not oversoftening. A great place to start looking for a certified
professional is the Minnesota Association of Water
Quality (www.mwqa.com).
If you know hard water issues really are a problem
for you, and you don’t want to or can’t replace your
current water softener, the next step is to determine
how little softening you can comfortably live with.
Keep in mind you don’t have to soften all the water
you use. You may be able to treat just the hot water,
or treat the water going into your sinks, showers, and
laundry and bypass toilets and outdoor faucets.
Also consider your total water consumption and
monitor how much water you use. A flow meter can
be installed to monitor your water use. Knowing how
much water is used will allow a family to further finetune how much salt is required to adequately soften
household water. Having a water softener professional adjust the settings can reduce its salt use. The
less softened water you use, the less salt your household sends into our environment. Implementing basic
water conservation best management practices like
installing low flow fixtures and fixing leaks promptly
can cut down dramatically on the amount of salt you
use.
The following tips are recommended from the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District. For businesses
or larger institutions, there are many possible ways
that facilities can reduce their salt use while maintaining high-quality water in facility processes. Below are
some different actions and technologies that facilities
can take to improve their softeners or otherwise reduce
the need for softener salt, in some cases eliminating
salt use altogether.

•

•

•

Optimization. In some cases, simply having a
water softener professional adjust the settings
on a water softener can reduce its salt use. For
example, sometimes softeners are set based on
very high water hardness levels, when the actual
hardness may be lower (meaning the softener is
regenerating more often than necessary).
Brine reclaim. In this process, a still-usable
portion of salt brine is collected during
regeneration to be reused, which can reduce the
softener’s salt use by 25 percent or more.
Softener replacement. Water softeners have a
lifespan, so old, inefficient softeners should be
replaced with newer, higher-efficiency models.
Resin replacement (re-bedding). The resin in
water softener tanks also has a lifespan, and
when it gets old, it can operate less efficiently.
Have a water treatment professional analyze the
resin and have it replaced if necessary.
Hardness sensors. These devices can be added
to an existing softener system to measure the
hardness of the water leaving the softener and
only trigger regeneration when hard water is
about to pass through, preventing the softener
from regenerating prematurely.
Re-plumbing. Water systems that don’t need soft
water, such as domestic cold water, can be replumbed to bypass the softener and reduce the
softening need.
Salt-free systems. Several devices exist that are
designed to remove hardness and prevent scale
buildup in systems like cooling towers without
using salt.

Different options may vary significantly in cost and
potential salt reductions, so not all these options would
work for all facilities. However, this list is a starting
point for facilities considering various approaches to
reducing their salt use. Work with a water treatment
professional to determine what options would work
for your facilities.
Alternatives to ion exchange water softeners
If you are looking for a new hard water solution,
be aware that there are a number of alternatives on the
market. Some of these include: Anti-scale Magnetic
Treatment, Electronic Descaler, and Salt-free Water Conditioning Systems.
As with any new technology, the jury is out on
many water softening alternatives. Eventually, one or
more may become the conventional technology of the
day. Until then, it pays to do your homework before investing. However, one thing does seem clear: We can
no longer take the way we treat our water for granted.

Students participate in a mock trial during Future Leaders Day.

Students wear special goggles that distort their vision to simulate driving
while drunk during one of the Future Leaders sessions.

Scott County will be hosting the 18th
annual Future Leaders of Scott County
event on Friday, April 26, 2019! This
event affords selected 8th and 9th graders from Scott County schools who are
studying government a hands-on opportunity to learn about county government
outside of the classroom environment.
During the months of January and

ees (mentors). Students will then spend
the day “shadowing” their mentors and
preparing for and participating in either a mock jury trial, a mock county
board meeting, or visiting the SCALE
Regional Training Facility in Jordan to
see up close how law enforcement officers, firefighters, and other public safety
professionals are trained for their life-

Sign up underway for Future Leaders program
February, County officials and staff visit
8th and 9th grade government classes
throughout the area, briefly introducing the topic of county government and
inviting interested students to apply for
the Future Leaders of Scott County Day
program. Selected students – limited to
100 due to space and budget constraints
– will be matched with County employ-

saving work.
Interested students should watch for
announcement of the event at their respective schools. If you are an interested
student studying civics -- or the parent
of an interested student who does not attend a traditional school in Scott County
-- please contact Cara Madsen at (952)
496-8169 for further information.
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Civil actions can protect the vulnerable

When people think of the county attorney, they think of law and order and protecting citizens. Oftentimes, images are conjured of a courtroom with jurors seated
in the jury box and witnesses testifying in a criminal court case. While the role of
protecting citizens from crime and holding offenders accountable is certainly an
important function of the county attorney, it is not the only way in which the county
attorney protects the citizens of Scott County.
Besides prosecuting criminal cases, the county attorney protects vulnerable
members of the community through the filing of civil court cases. Within our
County’s population, we have community members that sometimes need assistance
beyond the safety nets offered through the programs of Health and Human Services. Individuals who are experiencing chemical dependency and/or mental illness
may need the protection offered through a civil commitment. When the symptoms
of mental illness and/or chemical dependency cause an individual to be a danger to
themselves or others (as outlined under Minnesota law), the county attorney’s office will file a civil commitment action in civil court. This is done in order to assist
the individual in obtaining treatment and to help keep them safe from harm when
the individual is unable to recognize their needs or follow through with obtaining
what they need on their own accord.
A civil commitment action results in a court order that connects the citizen with
ongoing treatment and support in an effort to help them get the symptoms of their
illness or addiction stabilized and to assist them in working to manage their illness
and/or dependency in the future. Only when the symptoms of mental illness and
chemical dependency escalate to the point where they meet the threshold set forth
under Minnesota law and create a danger for that individual or another member
of the community may this remedy be used. Many individuals experience mental
health symptoms and chemical addictions and are still able to live in the community
without needing this intervention.
Protection of citizens also comes through guardianships and conservatorships
for vulnerable adults within Scott County. Sometimes, individuals need assistance with making decisions about their medical care, contracts for their needs,
decisions about their place of abode and property, and many times assistance with
financial decisions as well. When adults are unable to make one or perhaps all of
these decisions on their own -- and they do not have loved ones in the community to
assist them or financial resources to pay for help with these decisions -- the County
Attorney’s Office will work in conjunction with the Scott County Health and Human Services Adult Protection Division to determine if the individual meets the
legal definition under Minnesota law of being a vulnerable adult who is in need of
protection through the court process. A vulnerable adult is most often defined under Minnesota law as someone who is living in a licensed facility that serves adults
or someone who has a home care provider or someone who possesses a physical or
mental inﬁrmity or other physical, mental, or emotional dysfunction that impairs
their ability to provide for their own care without assistance and because of the
impairment they have an impaired ability to protect themselves from maltreatment.
By working through the civil court system to file a guardianship and/or conservatorship action, a court order is put in place granting a third party the legal
authority to make decisions on behalf of the adult who needs assistance. The court
appointed guardian/conservator is tasked with taking into consideration the reasonable wishes of the vulnerable adult and then making decisions that are in the best
interest of that individual. The guardian/conservator must weigh and balance all
risks and benefits for the vulnerable adult when making decisions and is also asked
to find services that provide and support the care that the vulnerable adult needs.
Unlike criminal court proceedings, the civil court interventions do not involve
punishment for the parties involved. The goal of the civil proceeding is to help the
individual get the assistance they need, whether it be with medication, treatment, or
decision making. The court process itself serves as independent oversight to make
sure the assistance is needed and that it is able to be conducted without legal barriers preventing it from taking place.
Mental illness is a big concern in the United States and throughout the world.
We are currently working on many programs to keep individuals who have a mental illness from entering the criminal justice system. If any citizen has concerns
and/or questions regarding mental illness or guardianship, you can contact Jody
Kieser Kisting in the County Attorney’s Office. Additional information can be
obtained by contacting the National Alliance on Mental Illness at www.namihelps.
org or 1-888-NAMI-HELPS.

Prevent dating violence
February is Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month. Dating violence is
a pattern of destructive behaviors used
to exert power and control over a partner. While we define dating violence as
a pattern, that doesn’t mean the first instance of abuse is not dating violence. It
just recognizes that dating violence usually involves a series of abusive behaviors over a course of time and always
involves emotional violence. Relationships exist on a spectrum, and it can be
hard to tell when a behavior crosses the
line from healthy to unhealthy -- or even
abusive. Below is a list of red flags of an
abusive partner:
• Checking your cell phone or email
without permission
• Constantly putting you down

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extreme jealousy or insecurity
Explosive temper
Isolating you from family or
friends
Making false accusations
Mood swings
Physically hurting you in any way
Possessiveness/jealousy
Telling you what to do
Pressuring or forcing you into
unwanted sexual relations

You can also visit www.svabw.org
to take our quiz “How Healthy Is Your
Relationship?” If you or someone you
know is suffering from this violence,
please call Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women’s 24-hour crisis line at
(952) 873-4214.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Be aware of Social Security
scams to get information
Be aware of this growing scam:
People pretend to be from the Social
Security Administration (SSA) and try
to get your Social Security number or
your money. That scam is now growing exponentially. To compare: In 2017,
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
heard from 3,200 people about SSA imposter scams, and those people reported
losing nearly $210,000. In 2018, more
than 35,000 people have reported the
scam, and they report losing about $10
million.
Scammers are saying your Social
Security number (SSN) has been suspended because of suspicious activity, or because it’s been involved in a
crime. Sometimes, the scammer wants
you to confirm your SSN to reactivate it.
Sometimes, he’ll say your bank account
is about to be seized – but he’ll tell you
what to do to keep it safe. (Often, that
involves putting your money on gift
cards and giving him the codes – which,
of course, means that your money is
gone.)
Oh, and your caller ID often shows
the real SSA phone number (1-800-7721213) when these scammers call – but
they’re faking that number. It’s not the
real SSA calling.
Here’s what to know:
• Your Social Security number is
not about to be suspended. You
don’t have to verify your number
to anyone who calls out of the
blue. And your bank accounts are
not about to be seized.
• SSA will never call to threaten
your benefits or tell you to wire

•

•

money, send cash, or put money on
gift cards. Anyone who tells you
to do those things is a scammer.
Every time.
The real SSA number is 1-800772-1213, but scammers are
putting that number in the caller
ID. If you’re worried about what
the caller says, hang up and call
1-800-772-1213 to speak to the
real SSA. Even if the wait time is
long, confirm with the real SSA
before responding to one of these
calls.
Never give any part of your
Social Security number to anyone
who contacts you. Or your bank
account or credit card number.

If you get one of these calls, tell the
FTC at ftc.gov/complaint.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson,
U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or via
email at shawnaft@umn.edu.
Source: https://www.consumer.
ftc.gov/blog/2018/12/what-socialsecurity-scam-sounds

Scott County Residents
Survey now available online

Many Scott County residents are familiar with the County’s Residents Survey, generally administered once every three years, and 2019
is one of those years! The purposes of administering this scientifically
valid survey are many: First, to gauge residents’ opinions, perceptions,
and values. Second, the results of the survey help the County establish priority issues, programs, and services that are aligned with the
expressed priorities of the larger community. Third, it gives the County
a snapshot of what we’re doing well, and what we need to improve.
Typically, the surveys are mailed out to randomly selected households (500 in each Commissioner District) with an online option for
those who find it more convenient. This year, however, Scott County
is also offering an open online option available to every member of the
public – just go to www.scottcountymn.gov and follow the link in the
main page of the website. While the “open online” results will not be
considered statistically valid – that requires many steps, such as randomization, adjusted weighting, and a lot of other fun math stuff – the
County is interested to hear from everyone about the issues that are (or
aren’t!) important to our residents.
So if you’ve received and submitted a written survey, thank you! If
you weren’t one of the lucky ones randomly chosen, do consider providing us your input at www.scottcountymn.gov.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Protect data when shopping online

4-Hers spend months raising and preparing their animals to compete at the
Scott County Fair. The competition includes not just the animals’ qualities,
but also the 4-Hers handling and knowledge of of their animal.

Animal Science Committee
planning for County Fair
The Scott County Animal Science Project Development Committee
(PDC) is hard at work to provide learning opportunities for 4-H and planning
for the 2019 Scott County Fair. Adult
Co-Chairs Erica O’Loughlin and Gary
Steinhagen were elected at the last
meeting and will join Youth PDC Chair

Logan Biren in providing leadership to
the committee this year.
Many thanks to last year’s Adult
Chair, Terry Stade, and the many Superintendents who helped make the Animal
Science project successful last year. We
couldn’t do it without you!

County 4-Her named to
national leadership team
Catherine McComas-Bussa, a Scott
County 4-H member, is one of six
youths nationwide selected to the 4-H
National Conference Youth Leadership
Team (YLT). The conference, which
gives young people the opportunity to
develop and present ideas to federal officials, takes place in Washington, D.C.
each spring.
The YLT is responsible for setting the
theme of the conference, planning plenary sessions, and supporting the youth

delegates attending the conference.
Participation
on
YLT is a culmination of Catherine’s
hard work in the
Civic Engagement
and
Leadership
project area, which
included attending
Catherine
last year’s conferMcComas-Busse ence as a delegate.

By Shawna Faith Thompson
U of MN Extension Financial
Capability Educator
The IRS reminds everyone to protect
their tax and financial data from identity
thieves. All it takes is a few extra steps
to prevent cybercriminals from stealing
sensitive data, such as financial account
information, Social Security numbers,
and credit card information. Thieves
could use this data to file a fraudulent
tax return in 2019.
Cybercriminals want to turn stolen
data into quick cash. They do this by
draining financial accounts, charging
credit cards, creating new credit accounts, or even using stolen identities to
file a fraudulent tax return for a refund.
Here are seven steps taxpayers can
follow to help protect their accounts
and their money:
• Avoid unprotected WiFi. Unprotected public Wi-Fi
hotspots may allow thieves to view
transactions.
• Shop at familiar online
retailers. Generally, sites using
the “s” designation in “https” at
the start of the URL are secure.
Users can also look for the “lock”
icon in the browser’s URL bar.
That said, some thieves can get a
security certificate, so the “s” may
not always vouch for the site’s
legitimacy. Beware of purchases at
unfamiliar sites or clicks on links
from pop-up ads.
• Learn to recognize and avoid
phishing emails. Thieves send
these emails, posing as a trusted
source, such a financial institution
or the IRS. The criminal’s goal
is to entice users to open a link

•

•

•

•

or attachment. The link may take
users to a fake website that will
steal usernames and passwords.
An attachment may download
malware that tracks keystrokes.
Keep a clean machine. This
applies to computers, phones,
and tablets. Taxpayers should use
security software to protect against
malware that may steal data and
viruses that may damage files.
Use passwords that are strong,
long, and unique. Experts suggest
a minimum of 10 characters, but
longer is better. People should also
avoid using a specific word in the
password. They should also use a
combination of letters, numbers,
and special characters.
Use multi-factor authentication
when available. This means users
may need a security code, usually
sent as a text from a financial
institution or email provider to
a mobile phone. People use this
code in addition to usernames and
passwords.
Encrypt and password-protect
sensitive data. If keeping financial
records, tax returns, or any
personally identifiable information
on computers, these data should
be encrypted and protected by a
strong password.

If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson,
U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or via
email at shawnaft@umn.edu.
Source: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/follow-these-tips-to-protect-datawhen-shopping-online

Free tax preparation
available; must qualify
The 2019 tax season is just around
the corner, and if you’re a plan-ahead
type, you might already be collecting
your documents in anticipation of filing
time. Taxes aren’t everyone’s favorite
thing, but did you know that there are
two ways file your taxes for free? Qualifying taxpayers can file their taxes for
free using www.myfreetaxes.org. You
must earn less than $66,000 per year to
use this online option.
Additionally, qualifying taxpayers
can get free help preparing their federal
and state income tax returns at locations
across Minnesota, including right here
in Scott County. To be eligible for this
in person service, your income must
meet the following guidelines:
• Individuals making $35,000 or
less per year
• Families making $55,000 or
less per year
There are three ways to search for
the most up to date information on locations in Scott County:
1. The State of Minnesota
Department of Revenue
website allows you to search

by County at www.revenue.
state.mn.us.

2. The IRS website also
allows you to search by
county: https://www.irs.gov/
individuals/free-tax-returnpreparation-for-you-byvolunteers?_ga=1.183921830.
1446579883.1445012116.
3. United Way 211. You can
reach by dialing “211” on any
phone or by accessing online
at https://www.211unitedway.
org/. If your first language is
one other than English, you
can get 211 help by dialing
1(800) 543-7709.
Help with your tax return is available
during the entire 2019 tax season. Most
free tax preparation sites are open Feb.
1 through April 15. For more information or assistance locating the nearest
free tax preparation site near you, contact U of M Extension Financial Capability Educator, Shawna Faith Thompson, at (952) 492-5383 or via email at
shawnaft@umn.edu. Happy filing!

Delicious lessons

The Belle Plaine 4-H Club invited members of the Belle Plaine Police and Fire
Departments to join them for a cookie decorating project that was preceded
by an opportunity for 4-Hers to ask questions about emergency response
and training. Cookies not eaten at the meeting were sent to the police and fire
stations for those unable to attend.
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CAP works to provide food, nutrition programs

By Joseph Vaughan
CAP Executive Director
This spring, I want to take a moment to highlight the work being done
by CAP’s food and nutrition programs.
CAP offers WIC, SNAP outreach, senior dining, home-delivered meals, a
mobile food shelf, and two food shelves
located in Rosemount and Shakopee.
In 2017, we launched our Mobile
Food Shelf. Thanks to grants from the
Schulze Family Foundation, St. Francis
Regional Medical Center, and Allina
Health, CAP now delivers food to those
in need who are otherwise unable to access a food shelf or other resources.
Another exciting partnership for
our food and nutrition programs has
been with Second Harvest Heartland.
Through this partnership, CAP has been
able to offer fresh produce distributions
throughout the summer for the past two
years. On six distribution dates, food
shelf clients and community members
can come to CAP to pick up fresh food
and produce. CAP is consistently working to find new ways to provide healthy,
fresh, and diverse food to all who need
it in our community.
March is FoodShare Month
Did you know that March is Minnesota FoodShare Month? The largest
grassroots food and fund drive in the

state, the Minnesota FoodShare March
Campaign brings together various community organizations, businesses, and
faith communities to help stock nearly
300 food shelves statewide. Food donations can be dropped off at the CAP
Agency Food Shelf at 712 Canterbury
Road S. in Shakopee Monday through
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monetary
donations can also be made online at
www.capagency.org/donate or mailed to
712 Canterbury Road S, Shakopee MN,
55379. Last year, CAP Agency distributed 716,687 pounds of food. The need
for food increases every year, and it is
thanks to your donations that we continue to fill this need.
Hope for the Holidays
an incredible success
I want to thank all who donated to
our Hope for the Holidays program
throughout the recent holiday season.
Hope for the Holidays was an incredible
success again this year. Thanks to hundreds of donors, we distributed gifts to
3,000 families and children in need. A
huge thank you not only to those who
donated, but also to our volunteers who
helped to hand out the gifts and toys.
Seeing the smiles on the faces of the
children and families is a highlight of
each holiday season for us.
A special thank you to everyone
who made our newest holiday initiative, Adopt-a-Senior, such a sensation!
More than 700 gift bags were donated
to this program alone; we had enough
gifts for all our Senior Dining clients
and then some. The gift bags were distributed through CAP’s home delivered
meals and congregate dining programs,
as well as through Chore, SNAP Outreach, and our food shelf. The seniors
who received gifts were so excited
and grateful. One local business, Entrust Datacard, donated 225 bags worth
$4500. Their employee-driven “Giving
Committee” collected donations and
put together the bags at their office.
Employees then helped deliver bags to
clients in Apple Valley, Chanhassen,

Senora Mancia’s class at La Ola del Lago Spanish Immersion School in
Prior Lake donated gift bags for senior citizens for the Hope for the Holidays
program. Over 700 bags were donated from the community. They were
distributed to all Senior Dining clients, plus other seniors participating in
CAP Agency programs.

Employees from Flint Hills Resources purchased and donated numerous
gifts for the Hope for the Holidays gift program.

March is FoodShare Month and donations are always appreciated at CAP.

and Chaska. They delivered extra bags
to the Shakopee CAP office to be distributed to other clients in the area. One
Entrust Datacard employee was “… so
touched by the many smiles, hugs, and
joyful tears that seniors had” when they
received their gifts.
The outpouring of generosity at the

holidays is always humbling, but what
continues to amaze and uplift me is
the support that we receive from our
community throughout the entire year.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Remember, We Are All Connected.

Healthy SCENE
By Jayme Carlson
Community Health Specialist

Slow down, notice what is around you

Sometimes you know you need to rest, but are not sure how to slow down. Slowing down and being intentional in daily activities can improve your wellbeing in
addition to your health. This year, challenge yourself to be intentional in doing less.
As a society, we put so much value on getting things done that it can result in lower
quality projects, conversations, and relationships. The result? Burnout.
Scott County Public Health, through the Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP), incorporates how being intentional through healthy eating and
active living strategies can improve the health of the communities by lowering
stress, increasing energy levels, reducing feelings of anxiety or depression, and
improving social relationships.
Examples of ways SHIP has assisted with changes in the community around mindfulness include incorporating Yoga Calm
into classrooms in our school
districts as well as supporting
employers in addressing stress
management with their employees. Additionally through SHIP,
we have many community and
school gardens to allow the community to step back and be mindful in a different way while also supporting their health.
One can always be busy. There are always more things that could be done, improved, or streamlined. Inspired stillness or mindfulness is a form of art that we
can practice that intentionally makes you slow down: “Mindfulness is a modern
movement, appropriated from ancient Buddhist roots, that involves being aware,
moment-to-moment, of one’s subjective conscious experience from a first person
perspective.” Whenever you bring awareness to what you are directly experiencing
via your senses, or to your state of mind via your thoughts and emotions, you are
being mindful. There are concrete ways and practices to create stillness and slow
down life such as mediation.
When we meditate, we venture into the workings of our minds: Our sensations (warm sunshine on our skin or a harsh smell wafting into the room), our
emotions (love this, hate that, crave this) and thoughts (wouldn’t it be weird to
see an elephant playing a trumpet). It may sound simple, but being intentional in
our everyday activities transforms how we relate to events and experiences.
Scientists have found that practicing mindfulness is associated with changes in
the structure and function of the brain as well as changes in our body’s response to
stress, affecting our physical and emotional health. It allows us to pay attention to
our health, relationships, and environment. More healthy examples of practicing
being in the moment include: Gardening, observing nature, taking a bath, reading a
book, savoring meals, visualizing thoughts, and just breathing. Being still and present can happen at any time. Start by waking up 10 minutes earlier to get up slowly,
stretch, drink water, and plan your day starting with the most important things you
need to get done at the top.
As soon as you notice yourself feeling lost or caught up in the busy-ness of life,
stop and remind yourself that you can choose to slow down. Living in a fast-paced
world, it’s easy to go without noticing things. Practicing gratitude in little, everyday
moments can change our perspective and help us become more open minded and
create a healthier lifestyle. For now, enjoy the moment right in front of you.
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Scott County offers mental health services
What is mental health?

Mental health includes our emotional,
psychological, and social well-being. It affects
how we think, feel, and act. Mental health is
important at every stage of life, from childhood
through adulthood. Mental health is as necessary
to well-being as physical health.
Factors that contribute to mental health
problems:
• Biological factors, such as genes or brain
chemistry
• Life experiences, such as trauma or
abuse
• Family history of mental health
problems

Scott County Services

Scott County offers mental health services and
support to children, families, and adults who
reside within the County. These services and
support include case management, the Mental
Health Center, and a mobile crisis response team.

Children’s Mental Health

Scott County provides case management services
for children diagnosed with serious emotional
disturbances. Case management is a service that
helps children and their families get connected
with the support and services essential to meet
their mental health needs.
To apply for services, a parent or professional
must call Scott County Health and Human
Services Intake at (952) 445-7751 and request
Children’s Mental Health Case Management
Services. For more information, visit https://
www.scottcountymn.gov/204/Childrens-MentalHealth.

Adult Mental Health

Scott County provides case management and
community support services to adults with
serious and persistent mental illness. The focus
of these services is to help adults live in their
communities while maintaining stability and
maximizing self-sufficiency.
If you are interested, call Health and Human
Services Central Intake at (952) 445-7751.
For more information, visit https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/254/Adult-Mental-Health.

Mental Health Center
200 4th Avenue West Shakopee, MN
55379
Phone (952) 496-8481

Mental Health Center

The Mental Health Center is a Rule 29 licensed
outpatient community mental health clinic that
provides crisis assessment; diagnostic assessment;
individual, couples, group, and family therapy; and
consultation services. Staff includes eight doctorallevel licensed psychologists, a psychiatrist, a
psychiatric nurse, and 34 licensed therapists.
The Mental Health Center offers regular therapy
appointments as well as crisis appointments. Other
services include: Adult and Adolescent Emotions
Management (DBT) Groups; Alternatives to
Violence programs; Trauma Focused CBT;
Mental Illness Management Group; Connect
School Based Therapy Program; Reflections Day
Treatment Programs; parent education groups;
and forensic, cognitive, personality, and other
psychological testing.
All insurance, Medical Assistance, and Medicare
accepted, and there is a sliding fee based on
income for Scott County residents without mental
health coverage. For more information, visit
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/290/MentalHealth-Center.
To make an appointment, call the Mental Health
Center intake at (952) 496-8481 from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. or leave a confidential voicemail
after hours and your call will be returned the
following business day.
Same day crisis appointments are available:
Mental Health Center
200 4th Avenue West Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 496-8481

Mobile Crisis Response

Canvas Health provides mobile crisis response to
residents of Scott County who are experiencing a
mental health crisis 24 hours per day, seven days
per week. Short-term assessment, intervention,
and stabilization services are available in your
home, at school, or in the community.
Crisis services are covered by many private
insurance plans. A sliding fee scale and/or
payment plan is available if a client is uninsured.
No one is turned away for inability to pay. For
more information, visit http://www.canvashealth.
org/crisis-support/mobile-crisis-response/.
Contact the Scott County Mobile Crisis
Response at (952) 818-3702 if you or
someone you care about is experiencing
a crisis involving suicidal feelings, panic,
hopelessness, mood swings, anxiety,
hallucinations, depression, delusions, increased
substance use, isolation, or self-injury.
Interventions may include de-escalation, shortterm safety planning, provisional diagnosis,
initial crisis plans, referrals/recommendations,
sub-acute crisis stabilization facility, in-patient
hospitalization, and/or 24-hour check in.
Scott County Mobile Crisis Services
301 Fuller Street S. Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 818-3702
Other Resources:
Suicide Prevention Line: 1 (800) 273-8255
TXT4LIFE: Text “Life” to 839863 or call
1 (800) 273-8255

Witness miracle of birth at Scott County Fair
Groundhog Day (Feb. 2, not the
movie) may be amusing, but it’s utterly meaningless. Regardless of what a
nearsighted woodchuck sees, winter’s
shadow will continue to darken our days

Ken Glisczinski, a Scott County Fair
Board Director, has overseen the
development of the Miracle of Birth
Center and the birth of many animals.

and push us back inside our burrows for
at least a month and a half. Shadow or
not, there is good news on the horizon:
The sun is getting higher, and winter is
losing its frosty bite. Change is coming… you can almost smell it. There is
new life in the air.
Every year, we celebrate the spring
and the miracle of birth. Trees bud,
flowers bloom, and animals give birth.
Baby animals are the cutest things on
four legs (unless they’re baby chicks),
and you can see newborn animals and
their mothers at the Scott County Fair
this summer.
Six years ago, it was decided to commit part of the cattle barn to a birthing
center. Under the watchful eye of Ken
Glisczinski, a Scott County Fair Board
Director, the Miracle of Birth Center has
grown into one of the most popular attractions at the fair.
During the five days of the Fair,
guests can witness the births of calves,
kid goats, piglets, chicks, and lambs.
Sometimes, there is standing room only
at the Miracle of Birth Center -- but to
make sure everyone can see the live
births, there are large video monitors
that make mother and baby the star of
the show and allow Fairgoers to watch

There’s always a lot of excitement and smiles when a new baby animal is
born at the Scott County Fair Miracle of Birth Center.

the recorded births during the times
when there aren’t any live births.
Scott County Fair is fortunate to be
one of the few counties in the state to
have a Miracle of Birth Center. So
while you sit by the fire with your favorite book during these last six weeks
of winter, plan on casting your shadow
at the Scott County Fair this summer,
and stop in and see Ken and the baby
animals!

A newborn kid received some TLC.
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Library News
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Storyteller, legacy letters, art
classes offered at libraries
End in Mind: Living and Dying Well
The Scott/Carver End in Mind initiative is a unique community engagement
project designed to inspire and motivate
individuals and
families across
Minnesota
to
have meaningful
conversations
about intentional and purposeful living now,
and through the
end of life. The library is offering a variety of resources and programming to
help you begin those important conversations with friends and family.
Book discussions:
Feb. 26 -- When Breath Becomes Air
by Paul Kalanithi, New Prague Library,
7 – 8 p.m.
Mar. 13 -- Being Mortal: Medicine
and What Matters in the End by Atul
Gawande, Savage Library, 7 – 8 p.m.
Mar. 20 -- We Know How This Ends
by Bruce Kramer with Cathy Wurzer,
Jordan Library, 7 - 8 p.m.
Mar. 20 -- When Breath Becomes Air
by Paul Kalanithi, Prior Lake Library,
7 – 8 p.m.
Programs:
Writing Your Legacy Letter
New Prague Library, Thursday, Feb.
14, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
Prior Lake Club Prior, Friday, Mar. 15,
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie
Plate?
Shakopee Library, Thursday, Feb. 21,
6 - 7:30 p.m.
New Prague Library, Thursday, Mar. 7,
6:30 – 8 p.m.
More information about other End in
Mind programs and events can be found
on the library’s website at www.scottlib.
org/Events.

Law Library News

Hands On: Art Exploration for
Adults: Late February – early April
Come get your hands dirty by creating your own fabulous pieces of art with
paint, sand, ink, henna, and a variety of
other media. If landscape and portrait
drawing, jewelry-making, sand painting, or collage strikes your fancy, we
have the classes for you – and more!
Classes are free, but registration is
required. For a listing of classes, dates,
and times, grab a brochure next time
you’re at the library, or check them out
at www.scottlib.org/Events. Funded by
the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage (Legacy) Fund.
And Thereby Hangs a Tale: an
Afternoon with Kevin Kling
Saturday, Mar. 16, 1 – 2 p.m.
Prior Lake Library/Club Prior,
16210 Eagle Creek Ave SE
Here’s your chance to see one of
Minnesota’s greatest storytellers! Best
known for his popular commentaries on National
Public
Radio’s
All Things Considered and his
storytelling stage
shows like Tales
from the Charred
Underbelly of the
Yule Log, playwright, storytellKevin Kling
er, and humorist
Kevin Kling delivers hilarious, often
tender stories. Prepare to be entertained
and enchanted, to laugh and to cry when
Kevin visits the Prior Lake Library to
tell his tales. Kevin will share autobiographical stories involving motorcycles,
dogs, growing up in Minnesota, getting
hit by lightning, and eating things before knowing what they are.
The event is free and open to the
public. Registration is not required, but
arrive early as space may be limited.
Funded by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage (Legacy) Fund.

Sponsors sought for 2019
FAST-TRACK Challenge

Scott County businesses have an opportunity to be a part of the award-winning FAST-TRACK Challenge and assist
an entrepreneur in fast tracking their
business to success. Sponsors may provide start-up cash, legal and accounting
services, graphic design and web development services, or other professional
services beneficial to a start-up business. The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge, which was named the Economic Development Association of
Minnesota’s 2018 Program of the Year,
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019.
Gold sponsors of the 2019 event will
be provided with an opportunity to take
a seat on the Judge’s panel. In 2018,
judges included Charles Shannon, VPO
of Corporate Development at Equus
Holdings; Kristin Haugen, Principal &
Managing Attorney at KC Haugen Law
LLC; Angela Heikes, President and
CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) Gaming Enterprise; Mike Derheim, co-founder and
Chairman of the Board of The Nerdery;
and Justin Schultz, District Sales Manager for Wells Fargo’s SBA Lending
Division.
Professional service providers and
sponsors will be invited to the live event
and provided a chance to showcase their
companies, as well as play a hand in
helping the selected winner(s) achieve
success. Sponsorship provides local
businesses with an opportunity to give
back to the greater Scott County community and support economic development and entrepreneurship in the area.
The 2018 sponsors and service providers included the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Minnesota Valley Electric Coop’s Operation

Round-Up, Wells Fargo Bank, State
Bank of Belle Plaine, Klein Bank, Scott
County’s First Stop Shop, and Technology Village of Prior Lake. Professional service providers included Argos
Risk, KC Haugen Law, Michael Beach
Coaching & Consulting, Neon Lizard
Creative Graphic Design, Open to Business (MCCD), the New Prague Chamber of Commerce, Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce, Savage Chamber of
Commerce, and the Shakopee Chamber
and Visitors Bureau.
A 2018 professional service provider,
Rebecca Rausch (owner of Neon Lizard Creative Graphic Design), donated
services to the FAST-TRACK Challenge
and three winners. Rauch shared, “Helping brand and promote the Scott County
FAST-TRACK Business Challenge was
a great honor. We loved the professionalism and positive attitude of the staff
that permeated the entire project. What
a great opportunity for a young business! We look forward to helping again
in 2019.”
The 2018 FAST-TRACK Challenge
winners included Medthera (www.
NeuroWalk.com); ugo wear, llc. (www.
ugowear.com); and Atkinson Artisan
Foods (www.bigmouthpistachios.com).
The companies received approximately
$18,000 in cash and professional services due to the generosity of sponsors and
professional service providers.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge please visit the website at: www.scottcountyfasttrack.com
or contact Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott County First
Stop Shop, at 952-496-8830 or jfoust@
scottfss.org.

Free Housing, Conciliation 2018 FAST-TRACK Challenge
winner featured on KARE 11
Court Clinics offered

Are you representing yourself in
Scott County Housing or Conciliation
Court? Do you need some help getting started? Do you need assistance
with filling out the required forms and
knowing what you need to bring to the
hearing? We have great news: Scott
County Law Library is now offering a
Housing and Conciliation Court clinic
twice a month. At this free clinic, you
will have the opportunity to talk to an attorney and get your questions answered.
Housing and Conciliation Court clinics will be offered on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month. At the
clinic, volunteer attorneys meet with
parties from 4 – 6 p.m., and each party
meets with an attorney for 20 minutes.
The clinics are first come, first served,
and no registration is needed. The attorneys can answer your housing court
questions regarding tenancy, eviction,
rent escrow, and getting your deposit
back. They can explain what to bring to
Conciliation Court and what to expect at
and after the hearing.
Sessions take place in the Scott
County Government Center, Room 102,
at 200 Fourth Ave West in Shakopee.
Other clinics available:
• Victim’s Walk-In Clinic is
available every Monday, 11:30 – 2

•

•

p.m. Southern Minnesota Regional
Legal Services (SMRLS) attorney
Monica will be in Room 102 (first
floor of the Government Center,
across from Customer Service). She
can answer legal questions related
to your victimization. Monica can
explain Orders for Protection,
Harassment, and repayment. This
is a free service, but some income
screening is required.
We also offer free clinics for
Criminal Expungement on the
third Tuesday of the month. If
getting a job or a place to live is
difficult because of your criminal
history, it might be possible to get
your record expunged. Participants
can talk individually to VLN
attorney John about their criminal
history and see if they might be
eligible for an expungement.
A Family Law Clinic is available
on the second Monday of the
month. At this clinic, you can come
in and talk to a volunteer Family
Law Attorney for 30 minutes about
your family law issues. Registration
is required for this 4 – 6 p.m. clinic.

For more information on any of the
clinics call us at (952) 496-8713 or send
an email to lawlib@scottlib.org.

Paul Atkinson of Atkinson Artisan
Foods -- one of the 2018 FAST-TRACK
Challenge winners and a participant
in the Technology Village Business
Accelerator Program -- was recently
featured on a KARE 11 segment
featuring “Fun stocking stuffers that
support MN companies.” Atkinson
reported sales spiked following the
Saturday morning segment, with all
locations in Prior Lake selling out.
Atkinson Artisan Foods, based in
Prior Lake, produces BIG MOUTH
Pistachios, offering Blue Cheese,
Chicken Ranch, and Honey Sriracha
flavors. A new Dill Pickle flavor is
scheduled to be released soon. BIG
MOUTH Pistachios may be found at
local breweries, ACE Hardware stores,
and the Big Yellow Barn/Candy Store
in Scott County. The product is also
available at various retail locations
in Minnesota and surrounding states.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge, Technology Village
Business Accelerator, contact Jo Foust
at (952) 496-8830 or jfoust@scottfss.
org. For more information on BIG
MOUTH Pistachios, go to: www.
bigmouthpistachios.com.

Paul Atkinson of Atkinson Artisan
Foods, producers of Big Mouth
Pistachios, was featured on KARE 11
before Christmas during a segment
featuring “Fun stocking stuffers
that support MN companies.” The
business is based in Prior Lake and
was one of the winners of the 2018
FAST-TRACK Business Challenge.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make
the Scott County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to
you and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE
“news you can use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and programs,
and other things you might want to know – such
as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After
all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To
forge new and innovative ways in which government
entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service
while making the most of limited resources.” So
watch this page for current and future information
from us and our many SCALE partners!

and Angelica Contreras were elected to office in November 2018 and each will serve four-year terms.
Mayor Bill Mars was also re-elected to a four-year
term through Dec. 31, 2022. The City Council for
2019-20 includes Mayor Mars and Council Members
Jody Brennan, Angelica Contreras, Matt Lehman, and
Jay Whiting.

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

Beat the winter blues at
Playworks’ Winter Party

From Savage:

Get to know SAVAGE-TV: Your
source for local programming

As of January 1, 2019, live coverage of all Savage City Council and Advisory Commission meetings,
community informational programs, and public service announcements are on the same channel. Tune
into Mediacom channel 107.2 or Nuvera (formerly
Integra) channel 18. No cable? No problem! Stream
us live or watch archived programs anytime at cityofsavage.com.

2019’s best summer jobs

The City of Savage is gearing up for a number of
seasonal job openings in Parks and Recreation and
Public Works. Seasonal staff help supplement the fulltime workforce during the busy summer season. It also
gives high school and college students an opportunity
to enter the workforce and gain valuable work experience. For more information on seasonal job positions
and how you can become a part of the team, check out
our employment page at cityofsavage.com.

From Shakopee:

New council to lead Shakopee
Two new City Council members were sworn into
office at the first meeting in January. Jody Brennan

to provide a roadway that will better serve the adjacent
commercial and industrial properties, improve daily
and event traffic flow, provide pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, and prepare the area for redevelopment of
Canterbury Park. This project is crucial to improve the
infrastructure for the development of the Canterbury
Commons project.
More information about the project is available on the city website at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
roadprojects.

Bring the whole family out to Playworks on February 17 for an afternoon of wintry fun! Playworks’
annual Winter Wonderland Party will offer plenty of
The City of Shakopee and the Shakopee snow-themed games and crafts to help you and your
Mdewakanton Sioux Community brought in goats kids beat cabin fever. From 3 – 6 p.m., the Playworks
to combat invasive plants in Shakopee’s Memorial Atrium will be transformed into a scene of snowy
magic, with slide relays, a snowball toss, “pin the carPark.
rot on the snowman,” and opportunities to make snow
and snowflakes. Everyone is welcome to attend! Standard Atrium rates apply, and children ages 4-12 may
be dropped off.
In November, the City of Shakopee and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC)
partnered to bring in goats to combat invasive plants
that grow at the park. For approximately two weeks
in November, more than 50 goats grazed the oak saIt’s never too early to start planning for summer!
vanna at Memorial Park to help manage buckthorn and
Registration
is now open for Playworks Xtreme Sumother invasive plants. The movement of the goats also
mer
Camp,
a
high-quality recreational program that
helped naturally aerate and work a new prairie seed
provides
a
safe
and nurturing environment that promix into the soil.
motes physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development. Help your child make the most of their summer through Xtreme Summer Camp’s meaningful experiences, such as Atrium activities, outdoor play, field
trips to educational and recreational sites, and in-house
This summer, the City of Shakopee is planning to educational and entertainment programs. Camp starts
reconstruct 12th Avenue from Vierling Drive to rough- June 10! Call (952) 445-PLAY (7529) to find out more.
ly 600 feet east of County Highway 83. The purpose is

City, SMSC use goats to
manage invasive plants at park

Get ready for kid-friendly
summertime fun

City plans 12th Avenue
reconstruction in 2019

Where do I go to...
Find help
getting a job

Scott County Workforce Center, 725 Canterbury
Road S., Shakopee; (952) 496-8686 or scottcounty.
wfc@state.mn.us.

Get a permit to
carry or purchase
a handgun

Applications for permits to carry are accepted
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
(excluding holidays) at the Law Enforcement Center
administrative entrance located at 301 S. Fuller
Street in Shakopee. Residents who want to apply
for permits to purchase or transfer handguns must
apply in person to the police department in the city
in which they live. If a resident lives in one of the
townships in Scott County, please apply at the Scott
County Law Enforcement Center.

Apply for
public assistance

Dispose of old
medications

The Scott County Income Maintenance/Financial
Assistance Team determines eligibility and
issues benefits for all mandated public assistance
programs; this includes cash, Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), child care, and health
care programs. They also determine eligibility
for other County-funded programs. The team is
located at: Scott County WorkForce Center, 752
Canterbury Rd So., Shakopee. Hours of Service:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (excluding legal
holidays); (952) 496-8686; Toll Free: 1 (877) 4457750; Team email: scottcountyincomemaintenance@
co.scott.mn.us.
“Take It to the Box” sites are located in police
stations throughout Scott County and at the Law
Enforcement Center, 301 S. Fuller St., Shakopee.

Apply for
heating assistance

CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury Road S., Shakopee;
(952) 496-2125; www.capagency.org.

Apply for a passport

Scott County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave. W.,
Shakopee, (952) 496-8150.

Get a building permit

City residents must apply for permits at their
respective city halls; township residents apply at
Community Development on the first floor of the
Scott County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave. W.,
Shakopee, or e-permits are available at https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/933/Building-Inspections.

Renew my driver’s
license

Scott County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave.
W., Shakopee; Prior Lake License Bureau, 14033
Commerce Ave. NE, Prior Lake, (952) 447-8817.

Apply for housing/
shelter assistance

CDA, 323 S. Naumkeag, Shakopee, www.scottcda.
org, (952) 402-9022; CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury
Rd. S., Shakopee, (952) 496-2125, www.capagency.
org; Families Moving Forward, (952) 230-2930, www.
beaconinterfaith.org.

Report a concern

Report concerns about issues such as potholes,
roadkill, illegal dumping, noxious weeds or pests,
erosion, and more by visiting www.scottcountymn.
gov/1292/Report-a-Concern.

Get fingerprinted for
a job, etc.

Fingerprinting services are provided by My Brother’s
Keeper, 136 Holmes St.S. in Shakopee. Services
available Monday- Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and from 1
to 4 p.m. (excluding holidays); (952) 496-0157.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Building bridges through collaboration
Typically, law enforcement begins and ends at the local level. Each city within
Scott County has a Police Department that handles the calls within their city limits
on their own. The Sheriff’s Office is responsible for calls outside of each city’s
limits. However, if the need arises, all of our agencies work together across these
boundaries to provide assistance to each other.
The Sheriff’s Office is responsible for several duties, most of which I’ve written about in previous SCENE articles. Some examples of these duties include
providing security to the courts, providing 911 dispatch services to all Scott County
public safety agencies, providing Emergency Management support throughout the
County, and operating the county jail.
Beyond these services, there are several areas where the Sheriff’s Office is able
to offer resources to our city police departments that few know about. In the past
few years, we’ve added special positions that assist agencies throughout Scott
County, including a Crime Analyst and an Electronic Forensics Analyst. Both of
these positions are available to city and county law enforcement to provide detailed
technical assistance when needed.
The Scott County Crime Analyst position was added to our staff in 2016. The
Crime Analyst monitors law enforcement activity throughout the County to help
identify trends, patterns, and data to use toward predictive analytics and improved
efficiency with local resources. After thorough research, the Crime Analyst disseminates information to all jurisdictions to help reduce crime in the community. In
the past two years, our Crime Analyst has provided support on over 200 cases each
year. Almost half of those cases were assists to our local law enforcement partners.
The Electronic Forensic Analyst position, which was added in 2018, helps local
investigators obtain evidence located on hard drives, cell phones, tablets, computers, and other media sources. This position gathers and analyzes data found on
electronic devices to determine whether or not criminal activity has taken place
through the use of computer devices. The position helps provide technical guidance in evaluating and investigating cases where computer or related computer
media contains potential evidence. Like the Crime Analyst, the Electronic Forensic
Analyst provides support to any law enforcement agency within Scott County who
require this type of technical assistance.
Though the Electronic Forensic Analyst works for the Scott County Sheriff’s
Office, fewer than 10 percent of the 141 cases he assisted on -- and less than 10 percent of the 297 pieces of evidence he worked with -- in 2018 were associated with
Scott County Sheriff’s Office cases. Over 90 percent of the Electronic Forensic
Analyst’s time was spent assisting our local jurisdictions.
In addition to these two positions, there are other ways the Sheriff’s Office assists our local police departments. For instance, our Crime Scene Unit is available
as a resource to provide assistance to local jurisdictions in processing DNA evidence, collecting and analyzing latent prints, evidence collection, and more.
The investigators within the Sheriff’s Office have assisted our local Police Departments on a wide range of cases including fraud, thefts, missing children, and
homicides. The added staffing and expertise all of these resources help provide our
partner agencies in Scott County allows their police departments to use tools which
may have otherwise been unavailable to them.
The Sheriff’s Office follows the mission of the Scott County Association for
Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) to forge new and innovative ways in which
government entities can collaborate to provide superior services while making the
most of limited resources. By following this philosophy, we not only make our
communities safer, we also help reduce duplication of effort with a goal of lowering
the cost to taxpayers. Each city within the County may have their own individual
law enforcement agency, but we all have the same goal: to improve the safety and
quality of life within our communities. Through partnerships and shared resources,
we are able to take a step closer to achieving those goals.

Volunteers sought to pack meals
for Feed My Starving Children
You may already be familiar
with local activist, child advocate, and Prior
Lake
seventh
grader Sanya Pirani – after all,
she’s a dynamo of
volunteerism and
charitable giving.
Sanya Pirani
Her organization,
“Sanya’s Hope for Children,” is now

looking for volunteers to help pack
meals for “Feed My Starving Children”
at an event on Thursday, March 29, from
6 to 7:30 p.m. This volunteer event will
be held at FMSC – Chanhassen, MN
(18732 Lake Drive East, Chanhassen,
MN 55317)
Please visit the following site to
sign up:
https://www.sanyashopeforchildren.
org/causes/fmsc-packing-event-2019/

Tee It Up golf event scheduled

Mark your calendars! The Scott County Drug Prevention Task Force
and ChooseNotToUse will be hosting their 13th Annual Tee It Up For the
Task Force Fundraiser on Sept. 6, 2019 at Stonebrooke Golf Club. This
annual event features raffles, a ball drop, live auction, golfing, and much
more. The fee of $125 per golfer includes 18 holes of golf, the use of a
cart, and lunch. Sponsorships are also available. For further information
or to register, please contact Kathy Welter at (952) 388-9750 or kwelter@
co.scott.mn.us

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Youth invited to Design to
Build workshops at Bayer
CropScience in Shakopee
Helping youth explore career options
is one of the core goals for the 4-H program. Thanks to committed employees at Bayer CropScience in Shakopee,
Scott County youth have the opportunity to explore the world of product
design, manufacturing, and distribution
firsthand.
The connection between Scott County 4-H and Bayer CropScience in Shakopee began in 2017 with a Science
Matters field trip to the Bayer facility.
During that trip, 60 Scott County youth
had the opportunity to tour Bayer’s facility and explore the different types of
careers available through Bayer. Youth
were also able to explore the manufacturing process and assemble their own
4-H fidget spinners.
The Shakopee business is home to
about 50 employees and Bayer’s SeedGrowth Equipment Innovation Center,
where Bayer designs and builds the machinery, technology and parts for direct
on-seed growth and pest treatments for
crops. By utilizing technologies like
laser cutting and 3D printing, the SeedGrowth Equipment Innovation Center
can supply custom parts cheaply all
around the world, sometimes as easily
as sending an email,
This year, the two-part Design to

Build Workshops will be
held on Feb.
18 and March
29.
Bayer
CropScience
staff will lead
youth through
the
various
processes
reIn a previous
quired
to
creworkshop,
ate a product,
participants made
including as4-H fidget spinners.
sessing
customer needs, evaluating materials,
understanding manufacturing, design,
and packaging. At the end of the second workshop, youth will take home the
product they designed together.
Design to Build Workshops are open
to both 4-H members and non-members.
For more information on participating,
contact Sarah Odendahl, Scott County
4-H Program Coordinator, at 952-4925384 or via email at sodendah@umn.
edu.
Thank you to the entire Bayer CropScience staff, including project leads
Josh Betcher, James Betcher, and Tony
Jimerson for helping bring the workshops to life.

Cody Colosio and his extended family posed with the men who saved his
life following an ATV accident in Cedar Lake Township.

Heroes

From page 1

him helping me.”
Turgi, of Prior Lake, was traveling on
Zinn Ave. near East 140th St. on his way
to St. Patrick’s Tavern in Cedar Lake
Township around 3:30 p.m. on Aug. 1 to
get a hamburger when he saw a flipped
over ATV – wheels still spinning – just
off the road. Then he saw Colosio in
obvious distress. Turgi stopped, quickly
called 911, and after assessing the situation he grabbed a tow strap from his vehicle to use as a tourniquet on Colosio’s
left arm, which was nearly severed.
Scott County Sheriff Sergeant Robert Ryan was the next on the scene and
applied a medical tourniquet that is carried in all Scott County Sheriff patrol
cars. When Deputies Jacob Lannon and
Ben Koestner arrived, they assisted in
the care of the victim. While they performed an overall assessment of his injuries, they observed a deep laceration
to his thigh, which was packed with
gauze and wrapped by Koestner. Koestner also applied an additional tourniquet
to the arm just below the armpit which
stopped further bleeding. Lannon administered oxygen to the victim to help
stabilize his breathing, helped pack a
large gash on Colosio’s leg with gauze
and administered oxygen until he was
taken by helicopter to North Memorial’s
trauma center.
Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen

presented the awards to Turgi and the
deputies, commending them for their
quick, life-saving actions. The award
was established by Scott County in
2002 to honor people in the community
who make a spontaneous reaction to an
emergency, while not thinking of their
own safety during an unusual medical
or lifesaving incident. The award was
named in honor of the late Morris A.
Miller, who was highly respected in the
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
field. Miller had worked diligently for
many years in the area of pre-hospital
care in Scott County and throughout the
Metro area.
Hennen said equipment carried in
squad cars like AEDs, the ResQCPR
Systems (both used to restart hearts),
medical tourniquets, and Naloxone (a
drug which can reverse opioid overdoses) help emergency responders be better
prepared and able to respond to incidences in the community. “More lives
are being saved,” he said.
Colosio said he appreciated the visit
he received from the Scott County deputies once he returned home. “The deputies came by my home to see me, so
I’ve been able to have a connection with
them. I just really appreciate everything
you guys did for me. I’ll never forget it.
Thank you.”
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Polio outbreaks affected County residents

By Rose James
SCHS Program Manager
Sixty years ago, polio was one of
the most feared diseases in the United
States.
Polio can be contracted at any age,
but it most commonly afflicts children
between the ages of two and four. For
many, the body fights off the virus without any symptoms. Unfortunately, in a
small percentage of those who get the
disease, the brain and spinal cord are
impacted. This can cause paralysis in
the arms, legs, and even lungs, impacting mobility or, in severe cases, the ability to breathe. In some cases, the virus
is fatal.
Sporadic cases of polio have occurred since before recorded human history. Because the virus remains inactive
in many hosts, as populations became
denser, it was more easily spread. The
first U.S. epidemic hit the state of Vermont, with 132 cases recorded in 1894.
The next major epidemic was announced in Brooklyn, New York in June
1916. That year alone, there were over
27,000 recorded cases of -- and more
than 6,000 recorded deaths from -- polio
in the United States. From 1916 on, there
were epidemics announced each summer in at least some part of the country.
Ironically, these epidemics have been
linked to improved sanitation. When polio struck infants, they were more likely
to have a mild illness and recover with
immunity. As cities became cleaner,
fewer infants got the illness. Cases in
older children, though far less in number
due to proper hygiene, were more likely
to be severe. Many still remember the
peak polio year of 1952, when 60,000
children got the disease in the United

Insurance was made available to
cover the cost of polio treatment if
the disease was contracted. This
ad appeared in the Shakopee Valley
News.

The headline in the Shakopee Valley News reported on the arrival of the
highly infectious disease that had the ability to paralyze and kill those who
contracted it.

States, and over 3,000 died.
People coped in various ways, as
these polio scourges were both an emotional and financial hardship. Citizens
took up collections and formed charities
to help those impacted by polio. Most
famously, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
himself a polio survivor, formed the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. Today this organization is known
as the March of Dimes. Families even
bought “polio insurance” for newborns
in an attempt to offset costs in the case
their child contracted the disease.
Scott County was not immune to the
impact of polio. On Aug. 11, 1916, the
Shakopee Tribune ran the front page
headline: “Dread Disease Comes to
Shakopee.” The article went on to state
“Infantile paralysis [a historical term for
polio], which is taking off the children
of New York City at the rate of sixty to
eighty a day, and has found its way into
the Twin Cities, came to Shakopee last
Sunday.” The Slauson family from Little Falls was visiting the Radunez family in Shakopee when their infant son
became ill. A doctor was called, and he
announced that the child had contracted
infantile paralysis. The town’s immediate action shows how greatly polio
was feared: “Dr. Fischer, health officer,
immediately quarantined the Radunez
premises and special police A. Schmidtz
is on guard day and night to keep the
quarantine effective… Dr. Haggard of
the state health department was immediately summoned, and he found three
cases of the disease out in New Market.” The article goes on to commend
the public health officials for their quick
action, but finishes with the warning
that infantile paralysis is “a highly contagious disease, especially during the
first week. The only safe thing to do is to
get as far away from it as you can get.”
The newspaper did not report any
more polio cases in 1916, but as Scott
County became more populated, it was
repeatedly hit by polio in the late 1940s
and early 1950s. On Jan. 16, 1947, the
Shakopee Valley News reported proudly
that the county had brought in more than
$10,000 over the previous year to benefit the polio charity March of Dimes.
They also added that the funds were
nearly depleted due to the “needs of the
twenty-five victims of the scourge in the
county,” and the “nearly 3,000 patients

who were given assistance as the 1946
epidemic placed Minnesota first in the
nation in the number of victims.” On
Jan. 23, the Valley News again implored
its readers to donate to the March of
Dimes, reminding them that “one third
of the national emergency fund was
spent in Minnesota last year… Minnesota was the hardest hit state of any in
the union in the worst epidemic since
1916.”
By 1952, polio hit Scott County yet
again. The Shakopee Valley News (Sept.
4, 1952) reported one Shakopee polio
death and noted that “… The epidemic
shows no signs of slacking as the Minnesota State Board of Health reported
that the number of cases throughout the
state passed the 1,100 mark last Wednesday noon.” The article then went on to
list the conditions of those that were ill
in Scott County, including Mrs. Jane
Hauer (who had recently regained the
ability to walk), William Good (recently
freed from the iron lung), James Zimmerman, and Hubert Jeurissen, Jr. All,
they were excited to report, seemed to
be improving.
On Sept. 11, unfortunately, the Valley News had new cases to report: Carol
Marschall and Carolyn Jorgensen of
Shakopee and Clarence Deutsch of
New Market. The paper noted that this

Once available in 1955, polio vaccines
were given free of charge to all the
children in Scott County, and adults
were also encouraged to receive the
new Salk vaccine.

brought the county-wide total of polio
cases to 11. The headlines on Sept. 19
and 25 were no different, adding Susan Lebens and three children from one
Marystown family -- Duanne, Kenneth,
and Ronald Gast -- to the list. Mrs.
Howard O’Keefe of Prior Lake, and
Cynthia Lee Effertz were also reported
ill. Finally, on Oct. 2, 1952, the front
page headline triumphantly declared
“No New Polio Cases Reported.”
By Aug. 21, 1953, concerns over polio had become enough of a fact of life
for Scott Family families that the Valley News ran an advertisement for polio insurance, offering customers “coverage of $5,000 per person for $6.00
annually.”
Yet another event transpired in 1953:
Dr. Joseph Salk created a vaccine to inoculate against the polio virus. He had
begun his research at the University
of Pittsburgh in 1947, and had finally
developed a safe formula using an inactivated virus. In 1954, clinical trials
using the vaccine and a placebo began
on over two million American children.
By 1955, it was announced that the vaccine was safe and effective. On March
17, 1955, the Shakopee Valley News ran
the headline “Salk Vaccine, If Licensed,
To Be Available to Scott County School
Pupils,” By April 14, the Valley News
reported that “Salk Vaccinations Start
Next Friday,” as the immunization began to be given for free to schoolchildren. On Jan. 31, 1957, the front-page
headline of the Shakopee Valley News
declared that “Polio Inoculation Now
Available to Everyone,” admonishing
“If you haven’t [been vaccinated], you
had better do so soon unless you want to
run the risk of continuing to be bothered
by the annual March of Dimes Appeal.”
In 1960, there were two mild cases of
polio in Scott County, but neither were
fatal or caused paralysis. There was
never again a year like 1946 or 1952 in
Scott County. By 1975, polio was eliminated in all of the United States. Today,
the World Health Organization considers only three countries to be at risk for
polio, while the rest of the world is officially “polio-free.”
Sources:
BBC News (2015, Sept. 25). History
of Polio. Retrieved from https://www.
bbc.com/news/health=17045303
Beaubien, J. (2012, Oct. 15).
Wiping Out Polio: How The U.S.
Snuffed Out A Killer. Retrieved from
https://www.npr.org/sections/healthshots/2012/10/16/162670836/wipingout-polio-how-the-u-s-snuffed-out-akiller
Salk Announces Polio Vaccine.
(2010, Feb. 09). Retrieved from https://
www.history.com/this-day-in-history/
salk-announces-polio-vaccine
History
of
Poliomyelitis.
(2018, Oct. 31). Retrieved from
h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o rg / w i k i /
History_of_poliomyelitis#Epidemics

Become a member of the Scott County Historical Society
Great things happen at SCHS through member support – we depend on you.
Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and members receive
a variety of additional benefits. Become a member today, and help us...
• preserve local history
• create interactive and interesting exhibits at the museum and in our communities
• develop engaging and relevant education programs for adults, students and youth
• maintain a professional staff with skills to provide high-quality services to our communities
Memberships: Individual $30; Student or Senior $20; Household $40;
Sponsor $75; Business $150. To find out more, visit www.scottcountyhistory.org or call
(952) 445-0378.

Stans Museum
Scott County Historical Society
235 Fuller Street South
Shakopee, MN 55379
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Lower number is better. Scott County is #1 in the State!

According to a recent study by Purdue University, lack of Digital Readiness
presents the greatest threat to a community’s economic development.
The annual DDI measures physical access/adoption and socioeconomic
characteristics that may limit motivation, skills, and usage. This index was
chosen as a reflection of how we are doing in Scott County with availability
of broadband, but also our readiness as a community to use that broadband.
(Scott County’s digital divide index of 15.08 can be compared to the state’s
average of 21.51.) That, coupled with the fiber infrastructure, should position
the residents and businesses well for improved broadband services in the
near future.

Broadband

From page 1

megabits per second (Mbps) download
speeds, and 3 Mbps upload speeds. In
essence, these rural areas and communities that are still on lower broadband
services are feeling a broadband divide.
They’re feeling the lower, and slower,
broadband hit. Very slow and sporadic
Internet connections are limiting, and
thus inhibiting this underserved population’s ability to do homework, enjoy
movies, and compete in businesses.
Access to adequate broadband services has become a significant -- and
even a key -- factor in real estate properties. According to local area real estate agent Ann Jones of Shakopee, “The
conversation of access to adequate
broadband services definitely comes up
a lot more now than it did eight years
ago, especially in the rural areas where
there is acreage. While limited or even
no access to broadband will not deter a
motivated buyer, it definitely is a factor in the decision making compared to
even recent years.”
This is a national trend. According to a 2016 article titled How Does
Broadband Access Affect Real Estate
Property Values?, “Until about five
years ago, many home appraisals and
building inspections didn’t even mention internet connectivity. It’s common
for prospective buyers to tell their agent
they’re looking for, say, a three-bedroom home in the $150,000 to $200,000
price range, but for the agent then to
only show them houses with broadband
access. If a house doesn’t have it, the
buyers never see it.”
A student’s ability to do their homework at home is also affected by inadequate broadband services in un- and
underserved broadband areas. In 2009,
the FCC’s Broadband Task Force reported that approximately 70 percent
of teachers assign homework requiring
access to broadband. In addition, about
65 percent of students used the internet
at home to complete their homework. In
Scott County, nearly, if not all, of our
public and private schools have adequate access to broadband services -- but
in the underserved areas, as low as only
50 percent of homes enjoy that same access. The FCC voted in 2015 to include
broadband connections in a $1.8 billion
federal program that subsidized telephone services for low-income people.
This year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is offering, through its ReConnect Progam, $600 million in matching
grants to help underserved communities
improve their broadband access. This
is exciting news for underserved areas
that can apply directly for these matching grants through April 29.

Business is also affected by access
to broadband services. A 2010 report
by the Small Business Administration
highlighting the benefits of broadband
connectivity in the U.S. found substantial benefits from the use of broadband
internet for businesses. That report estimated that [adequate] broadband produces a net consumer benefit of $32 billion per year to U.S. households.
Despite some of the challenges locally, Scott County is in a very good
position to address this issue, according
to Mulcrone. “The County has a significant fiber infrastructure that was created
to connect cities, schools, and other institutions. The County has leveraged
that investment to spur economic development, and now the County would
like to help drive improved broadband
offerings in the underserved areas of the
County. By working with multiple Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to allow
use of the County’s ‘middle mile’ of its
Regional Fiber Network, the County is
hoping to create an environment where
multiple ISPs can provide internet
broadband services to the residences
and businesses directly.”
According to the recently retired
County Administrator Gary Shelton,
“The County is looking to create the
conversations between cities and townships and the ISPs to drive improved
and acceptable broadband services to
our citizens. Additionally, the County
has entered into an agreement with an
ISP -- Access Networks, a Plymouthbased Internet Service Provider -- to
help facilitate access and transport for
interested ISPs to serve our residents
and businesses.”
This approach seems to be working.
Grassroots conversations in neighborhoods and town halls about improved
broadband are getting attention from
township officials and ISPs alike. Over
the past year, the County has been working successfully with Spring Lake, Sand
Creek, and Blakeley Townships to encourage broadband service offerings to
residences and services. In November
2017, Jaguar Communications, an ISP
based out of Owatonna, was awarded
a state broadband grant that helped
provide additional broadband services
to 118 households and 18 businesses
in Sand Creek Township. And through
conversations with township officials,
180 homes in Spring Lake Township
were able to get improved broadband
services through Jaguar’s installing fiber to Township neighborhoods. Spring
Lake Township resident Gail Haferman
reported, “We love our newly-installed
Continued at right

New County Board Chair

Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke presented outgoing Board Chair
Tom Wolf with a plaque of appreciation after she was elected as the 2019
Scott County Board Chair. Commissioner Dave Beer was elected Vice Chair.

Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Veterans Services will assist with benefits

VA pension benefits
VA pension or death pension is a benefit for war-era veterans or dependents that
have limited income and meet age or disability requirements. (The veteran had to
have served during a period of war.) These programs are income- and asset-tested.
Only medical costs can be used to reduce the gross income to possibly qualify for
benefits. More often than not, we find applicants don’t qualify until high medical
costs (such as assisted living or nursing home care) are being paid. In-home care
costs and medical insurance premiums also qualify as a medical expense.
We often see that veterans and widows/widowers wait too long to contact our
office. Usually, we don’t hear from them until long-term care has depleted their assets to the point that they are applying for Medicaid through Scott County to help
pay these costs. VA pension benefits may be available well before you reach this
point.
The maximum allowable income plus assets for pension is $127,061 for 2019.
Assets do not include the home, car, or other personal possessions. Property other
than the home, farmland, second home, or cabin will be considered assets. If neither the veteran nor spouse is residing in the home, it will be counted as an asset.
The VA has a “look-back period” to September 18, 2018, so any financial changes
after that date will be considered by the VA to determine eligibility.
This program application is more complex than it appears on the VA website, so
get professional advice and assistance to apply. Bottom line: If you are a war-era
veteran or dependent with limited income or have high medical expenses, please
contact our office at (952) 496-8176 and we will help determine whether or not to
apply.
Veterans’ transportation for VA medical appointments
Scott County Veterans Service operates a transportation program to get veterans
to their VA medical appointments. This service is for Scott County veterans only.
We have a bus with a 12 person capacity, and it can accommodate wheelchairs.
We require an escort if the veteran is not ambulatory. Our bus travels Monday to
Thursday each week. We request veterans schedule their appointments between
9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Contact our office at (952) 496-8176 for more information.
Veteran status on MN driver’s license
As of August 2018, the Department of Public Safety has allowed veteran status
to be included on your MN driver’s license. You will need a copy of your DD214
and let the customer service person know you are a veteran. This is true for the
regular card, Real ID card, or the Enhanced driver’s license. If you do not have
your DD214, we can help in obtaining this document. If you are going to apply
for the Real ID or Enhanced card, you will need additional documents showing
proof of identity, date of birth, and legal residence. I recommend you go to the
Scott County website (under “Services”) to find the exact documents that will be
accepted for the higher level cards.
fiber! The days of waiting for the spinning wheel are over! We can stream
movies. Our four kids are now able to
use WiFi simultaneously with no issues!” Similarly, Blakeley Township officials have been actively working with
Access Networks to improve the area
broadband offerings to state standards
speeds. NetWave Broadband, a subsidiary of Access Networks, has leveraged
the Scott County’s middle mile fiber and
turned up WiFi services in the Jordan
rural area for highspeed broadband, and
is planning on expanding these services
throughout the County.
According to Spring Lake Township
Clerk Melissa Hanson, “Poor or non-existent internet access has been the most
prevalent complaint I have heard from
residents in our Township since I took

office in 2017. Being able to work collaboratively with County, internet providers, and Township residents to find
reliable solutions is an example of how
local government can work together.
We have not solved all of our access issues, including access at our own Town
Hall, but the conversation has started
and progress is being made.”
If you’re interested in getting improved broadband services in your area,
contact your current ISP to see what
their plans are for improved services in
your area. You can also contact your local elected officials to express your desire for improved services. The County
is happy to work with municipal officials in connecting them with multiple
ISPs who may be able use the County’s
fiber to serve your home or business.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Historical Society hosts
new exhibit, craft events
Play Ball! Sports in Scott County

-- Explore the rich history of Townball
and High
School sports
-- check out
photos and stats
in the dugout, try on replica vintage
jerseys, take a selfie in the “winners”
platform, make your own baseball card,
and lots more. On display through
February 2020.

Tools of the Trade -- Discover
how tools, from pepper shakers to
pitchforks, reflect the needs of society
and influence daily life. Exhibit created
by SCHS intern, Karly Lunda, and is
on display through April 2019.

The Carver-Scott Master Gardeners are offering classes on growing
herbs, fruit trees, native grasses, vegetables, and more during February
and March. The Annual Garden Fever event is set for April 6.

Master Gardeners offer classes,
20th Annual Garden Fever event

    The Carver-Scott County Extension Master Gardeners will be hosting its
20th Annual Garden Fever event on Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 8:15 a.m.
– 3:30 p.m. at the Chaska Event Center, 3210 Chaska Boulevard, Chaska.
The theme will be: It’s all in the design: Trending landscapes, art, and
rejuvenation.
    Tom Smarr, Horticulture and Natural Areas Director for 21st Century
Parks, Inc.,  will speak on how to increase habitat and landscape
functionality with an eye to improving aesthetics. Smarr speaks widely on
the importance of horticulture design trends with plants and ecologically
sustainable practices. He will delve into these issues addressing landscape
reclamation, using work he has done at public parks across the country
(such as the RFK Greenway in Boston, the High Line in New York, and The
Parklands of Floyds Fork in Louisville, Kentucky).
    The cost is $37 per person ($42 per person after March 31).  The cost
includes continental breakfast, lunch, a silent auction, and vendor fair.  
For more information on the event and to register online, visit www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org or call (952) 466-5300.
Master Gardeners will also be offering free classes at the Shakopee and
Prior Lake libraries this winter.

Carver-Scott County Extension Master
Gardener Library Classes

PRIOR LAKE LIBRARY			
1621-Eagle Creek Ave. (952) 447-3375		
Fun with Herbs				
Fairy Gardening				
Year Round Art from the Garden		
Fruit Trees in the Landscape			
Native Grasses				

MONDAYS
6:30 - 8 p.m.
March 4, 2019
March 18, 2019
March 25, 2019
April 1, 2019
April 8, 2019

SHAKOPEE LIBRARY				TUESDAYS
225 Lewis Street S (952) 233-9590		
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Beginning Vegetable Gardening		
February 12, 2019
Fun with Herbs				
February 19, 2019
Native Grasses				
February 26, 2019
Fairy Gardening				
March 5, 2019
Fruit Trees in the Landscape			
March 12, 2019
Year Round Art from the Garden		
March 19, 2019

February 21: Author Talk with Mary
Krugerud, 6:30 – 8 p.m., SCHS.
Mary Krugerud,
author of Interrupted
Lives and The Girl in
Building C will talk
about her research
into tuberculosis
in Minnesota and
the Glen Lake
Sanitarium. Cost: $5,
SCHS members free.
Register at https://bit.
ly/2F7hZ4G or by calling (952) 4450378.
February 21: All
Things Minnesota
Book Club, 3 – 5
p.m., SCHS. All
Things Minnesota
Book Club meets on
the third Thursday

of every month. February’s selection
is The Girl in Building C by Mary
Krugerud. All are welcome to attend.

February 23: February Kids Kraft,
10:30 - 11:15 a.m., SCHS. Snow
Snakes! Snow Snakes is a traditional
Dakota winter game. Make your
own snow snake and then race them
along an ice path in the Stans Garden.
Afterwards, come inside for a winter
tale. Free, but registration is required.
Register at https://bit.ly/2FjAKks or by
calling (952) 445-0378.
February 28: Scott County Crazy
Quilters, 6 – 8
p.m., SCHS.
Come join us and
work on a crazy
quilt, or any other
hand stitched
project. All handcrafters at all
levels of skill are
welcome!
March 30: Kids
Kraft, 10:30
- 11:15 a.m.,
SCHS. Make
your own bobblehead! Choose
your own head
and body and
create your very
own bobblehead.
Afterwards, head
into the gallery for a sporty tale! Free,
but registration is required. Register at
https://bit.ly/2RBwDa3 or by calling
(952) 445-0378.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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County, Park District receive conservation award
Every year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) honors a local organization or resident with the Conservation Leader Award. The Conservation Leader for 2018 was Scott County in partnership with Three Rivers Park District.
The recipient is chosen based on the conservation
practices that they have done and the impact their actions have had on the community. The purpose of the
Conservation Leaders Award is two-fold: First, the
award recognizes those who are actively working to
conserve natural resources. Second, the award shows
the community that conservation is happening all
around them, helping them to see conservation as an
activity in which everyone can participate.
Scott County in partnership with Three Rivers Park
District was chosen as the Conservation Leader because they are local leaders in conservation. They’ve
worked hard to improve their parkland and to increase
conservation here in Scott County. They have worked
with the Scott SWCD on conservation plans for two
future parks: Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park and
Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. These conservation
plans are currently being implemented, and already
over 24 acres of cropland has been converted to native prairie with more to come. Blakeley Bluffs Park
Reserve had a few areas of severe erosion which have
been addressed by two grassed waterways and a grade

Scott SWCD Supervisor Doug Schoenecker
(center) presents the Conservation Leader Award
to Scott County Commissioner Tom Wolf (left) and
Three Rivers Park District Commissioner John
Gunyou (right).

stabilization structure. They have worked with the
SWCD on a variety of additional conservation prac-

tices, including native buffers, shoreline stabilizations,
and a wetland restoration.
In addition to their work in conservation, they allow the Scott SWCD to hold Outdoor Education Days
at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park and provide their
employees’ time to set up the park for the event. This
annual five-day educational event has been held at Cedar Lake Farm Park since 2016, with a total of 3,800
students attending over the last three years.
Through their many partnerships, they have brought
multiple organizations to the table to work together for
a wise use of resources. It is this commitment to conservation that makes the Scott County in partnership
with Three Rivers Park District a great fit for the Conservation Leader Award.
Scott SWCD Supervisor, Doug Schoenecker presented the award to the Scott County Commissioners
and the Three Rivers Park District Commissioners at
their annual joint board meeting in December.
Along with the Conservation Leader Award, the
Scott SWCD nominated Scott County in partnership
with Three Rivers Park District for the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’
Outstanding Conservationist Award. They were recognized for the nomination in December at the MASWCD’s annual convention.

Cover crop workshop
scheduled for March 14

Food plot seed
available through
Pheasants Forever

Area farmers are invited to learn about how to
make cover crops profitable at an upcoming workshop
on Thursday, March 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
the Le Center American Legion. The workshop will
feature a farmer-led panel covering multiple topics including no-till, strip-till, and cover crops so you can
get your questions answered by producers who have
hands-on experience. Sarah Carlson of Practical Farmers of Iowa and Dean Sponheim, a producer in Osage,
Iowa, will speak on the profitability of cover crops.
The workshop is free and lunch is provided. Call the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
at (952) 492-5425 or visit scottswcd.org to register by
March 10. The workshop is being hosted by the Scott
Watershed Management Organization and the Scott,
Carver, Le Sueur, and Rice SWCDs.

Every spring, seed for planting wildlife food
plots is available free of charge, thanks to the
Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever. In
past years, this seed was available for pick up at
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan, but this year Pheasants Forever will be distributing the seed directly.
Visit the website of the Scott County Chapter
of Pheasants Forever, www.scottcountypf125.
org, for updated information on the date, time,
and location of the food plot seed distribution.
Cover crops help preserve soil.

Learn how to plant native prairie at free workshop.

Free workshop on native
prairies set for March 13

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) is offering a free workshop at the Spring Lake
Town Hall on Wednesday, Mar. 13 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
to teach landowners the how-tos of planting a native
prairie. Learn about site preparation, how to get your
planting started, receive maintenance tips. and find out
about possible funding! The workshop is open to all
Scott County residents. To register, visit scottswcd.org
or call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425.
You do not need to live on a large property to create natural areas, help pollinators, and enhance wildlife habitat. Something as small as a half-acre of your
lawn or as large as a 10 acre or more crop field can be
converted to beautiful and environmentally beneficial
native grasses and flowers!

Funding available for planting trees
Starting this year, funding is available for planting trees. New tree and
shrub plantings of one acre or more on
crop land may be eligible for up to 70
percent cost-share and annual incentive
payments of up to $275 per acre for ten
years. The cost share helps pay for establishment costs, including tree seedlings, tree mats, shelters, and planting.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District will help you choose the
tree species that will work best for your
land and will help you create a plan for
your project. For more information, call
the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 and
they will help you get started. The financial assistance is available through
a partnership between the Scott SWCD
and Scott County, Prior Lake-Spring
Lake, Vermillion River, and Lower
Minnesota River watershed organizations. If you are interested in planting
trees and shrubs on a smaller scale, tree
and shrub seedlings are available for
sale at scottswcdtrees.com.

Landowners willing to plant trees on one or more acres of crop land may be
eligible for up to 70 percent cost-share from the Scott SWCD.

Schoenecker
to direct area
conservation group

In
January,
Scott SWCD Supervisor
Doug
Schoenecker began his new role
as Director of
the Metropolitan
Area Conservation
Districts
(MACD). Doug
cares about Minnesota’s natural
Doug Schoenecker
resources and is
looking forward to helping conserve
these resources for future generations.
He served as Co-Director on MACD’s
board for two years and was interested
in becoming the MACD Director so he
could be more involved in developing
soil and water conservation goals and
policies across the State.
Schoenecker’s term runs through the
end of 2020.

