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Free testing for nitrates

Bring water samples to a free
walk-in clinic on April 26
Page 4

The Scott County Government Center Campus will take on a new look when a third building is constructed
in the parking area north of the Justice Center, as shown in this architectural rendering of the project. A new
parking area will be constructed north of Fourth Avenue after the two remaining buildings there are removed.

Keep the shred out!

Shredded paper should NOT be
put into curbside recycling bins
Page 5

Memories of Mudcura

Former “patient” recalls mud baths,
sparse menu at sanitorium spa

Some big changes are coming to Scott County government facilities in the next couple of years as a major construction project gets underway this summer to accommodate the County’s growing population.
A new, three story, 120,000 square foot building will
be constructed in the parking area adjoining the Government Center and the Justice Center. In addition, remodeling will take place in the two existing buildings, and the
County’s Conference Center -- a former funeral home
-- and an adjoining house owned by the County will be
removed to make room for a parking lot. A 15,000 square
foot, warm storage facility will also be constructed at the
Public Works Facility in Spring Lake Township.
The sale of $69 million in bonds for the project was approved by the County Board on April 2, with the County

-- using its highly regarded AAA bond rating -- receiving
a favorable 3.05 percent 25-year loan rate. With several
other bonds retiring, the new loan should have no impact
on property taxpayers, according to Scott County Administrator Lezlie Vermillion. (See Vermillion’s “Top of the
SCENE” article on page 2 for more information about the
project, and visit https://scottcountymn.gov/1799/Government-Center-Campus-Improvements for updates.)
Bids will be let for various phases of the construction
projects from mid-April to early May, with bids for the
renovations taking place beginning in June. The removal
of the the existing facilities on the north side of Fourth Avenue and groundbreaking for the new building will likely
take place in May.

Volunteers help shelter pets after
flood waters cause evacuation
An emergency voluntary evacuation of Valley Green Mobile Home
Park in Jordan on March 15 due to
flooding from Sand Creek resulted
in shelters being set up for residents
and their pets. While about 40 resi-
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Construction to begin this
summer on new County facilities

Ruby the Chihuahua received a
lot of attention from volunteers,
including Chuck Ulin.

dents were housed and received services at a Red Cross shelter set up at
the Jordan Community Education and
Recreation Center, 17 pets were cared
for by volunteers at the SCALE Public Safety Training Facility in rural
Jordan.
The call for pet shelter volunteers
was sent out by Scott County Volunteer and Community Programs Coordinator Cara Madsen at 5:30 a.m.
“The response was incredible,” said
Madsen, who coordinated 24-hour
shifts with at least two volunteers per
shift for the five days the pet shelter
remained open. “Within 20 minutes
we had over ten people who had responded. In all, 68 volunteers stepped
up to help.”
She said one volunteer was at
work when the call was issued and he
asked his employer if he could leave
to help, which fell under the business’
program that allows employees to use
up to 20 hours for volunteering with
pay. Another volunteer returned from
a vacation two days early to come and
help. Still another worked a midnight
to 8 a.m. shift and then went into their

Volunteer Heidi Ulin cuddled with
Charlie the cat at the pet shelter.

regular job that morning.
“I continued to receive volunteers
and we were able to fill our schedule
through March 22, but fortunately
the emergency was called off on the
19th,” said Madsen. She said the volunteers went above and beyond in
stepping up to help, showing up for

PET SHELTER to page 13
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Building projects will improve services

In 2017, the Scott County Board of Commissioners undertook a space study to
determine the future of Scott County’s operating buildings. This included evaluating the services provided to our residents, the growth of the County, work world’s
changing environment, and financial costs of our buildings. This study led to a
recommendation to consolidate the County services to the current Shakopee Government Campus.
This study led to the recommendation to construct a 120,000 square foot addition to the Government Center. Additionally, there was a recommendation to
renovate the existing Justice Center, including the build-out of much-needed courtrooms (two, and potentially a third), reconfiguring the holding areas and an update to the Law Library and Court Administration. It also includes infrastructure
and security improvements to the existing Government Center. Finally, the study
recommended a 15,000 square foot warm storage addition to the Central Shop in
Spring Lake Township.
The Board provided key guidance in making this decision:
1. There would be minimal to no impact to the capital levy for this
construction.
2. The plan should support the County’s aim to be debt-free by 2040.
3. It should facilitate the attraction and retention or good employees through
an inviting work atmosphere.
4. It should plan for long-term solutions that are adaptive and flexible
moving forward to 2040 (design for evolving needs).
5. The plan should consolidate counter areas and public spaces, and support
effective customer service.
6. Finally, an upgraded security design consistent throughout the campus.
Scott County is projected to grow another 60,000 residents (topping a total of
200,000) by 2040. One of the primary reasons for the construction of this building
is the growth in our court system. Currently, County needs would require a total
of approximately 7.5 judges; yet today, we have six judges in six courtrooms. To
try to keep pace with the increasing demands on the court system, a seventh judge
rotates in about one week per month, using the County Board Room. To build out
the needed courtrooms, the County Attorney’s office, Community Corrections office, and Law Library will be moved.
Another major driver is the need for mental health services. In the last Citizens’
Survey, over 50 percent of our respondents cited mental health as a significant concern in and for our community. Over the last three years, the County has invested in
to prevent the criminalization of mental health by:
• … creating a Treatment Court, which is showing positive results in
overcoming addiction and associated mental health issues;
• … developed a more responsive Crisis Line for 24/7 access to help;
• … supported the construction of an Intensive Residential Treatment
Center (and obtained over $4 million in state funding);
• ... began developing a plan to help “crossover youth” (i.e., the population
of young people that has contact with both the child welfare and juvenile
justice systems due to the close correlation of child abuse, neglect, and
delinquency);
• … and taking steps to hire a Re-Entry Coordinator to ease and facilitate
an offender’s successful “re-entry” into society after completing the
sentence.
The final step in this is to provide a well-functioning, client-focused mental
health center, which is beneficial to many of the services that the County provides.
Currently, the County’s Transportation Department building – which was constructed in 1985 -- does not have adequate space for equipment as well as no warm
storage expansion area. The warm storage will provide sufficient storage space for
plow trucks and other pieces of equipment into the future.
Finally, the addition of the new Shakopee campus building will help consolidate
our services and improve the ability for residents to come to one centralized campus versus multiple campuses for service. It will also save on staff time moving
from one building to another.
Importantly, our residents should see no increase in their property tax levy for
capital. The debt service is being funded through debt rolling off in 2019, the full
funding of post-employment benefits by 2021, and debt that is being consolidated
at a lower rate in 2027. The debt structure will actually have the payments reduced
enough by 2029 that a building fund will be created to allow for cash payments of
any additional needed work after 2040.
We anticipate construction to begin in May 2019 and take place over the course
of the next three years. We do realize that, during construction, it will be more
difficult to move through the Government Center. Signing of some changes may
happen on a daily basis at the campus. All access will be from the south of the
building and the south lots and diagonal stalls on fifth will all be for residents’ use.
Our website (www.scottcountymn.gov) and social media sites will also keep you
updated to changes as they happen.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Everyone is headed off into the sunset in this mural, designed to depict the
future and unknown.

Local artist paints murals
at Gillette Children’s
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare in St. Paul received some exciting
new murals on March 13! Taking approximately five days to complete, Scott
County artist Greg Preslicka worked
with Gillette staff to develop layouts.
The staff wanted the murals to build
upon the theme in the first set of murals that Preslicka completed in 2017.
The theme for those murals was that we
are all on a journey and sometimes the
journey is not always straight and expected. To complement this theme the
new murals will be about “How will you
get there?”
The new murals are colorful and
bright: Everyone is heading off into the
sunset, which represents the future and
unknown. As we know, though, there
are many different ways to get there.
We all choose our own path and how we
get there. “Are we going to soar high?”

or “Take it slow in a calm canoe ride?”
We get to choose. The spot murals will
highlight one form of travel and include
other forms from the main mural that are
less obvious, giving the viewers things
to find. (Also, the white dog might make
a cameo appearance or two!)
Art in healthcare facilities is becoming a hot topic and is arising out of the
belief that art can improve mood, reduce
stress, and can even improve comfort or
reduce pain. Gillette is staying on top
of the art in the healthcare space and is
continually improving on it. Not only
does it improve the space, but patients
and staff were able to witness first-hand
the mural as it was being created on site
during day time hours.
This is Preslicka’s 94th mural. For
more info about the artist, visit www.
thebigpicturemurals.net.

Water, water everywhere

The spring melt and rainfall contributed to extremely high water levels on
the Minnesota River this spring, causing the shutdown of river crossings by
Chaska, Jordan, and Henderson. The new Highway 101 bridge by Shakopee
remained open, although water rose nearly to the June 1993 flood level marked
on the sign by the bridge (as seen on March 24, before the full crest of the
river). With only two river bridges in Scott County open, MnDOT also restriped
the northbound lane of the Bloomington Ferry Bridge to add another lane,
thereby easing traffic congestion. Fortunately, past flood control measures
helped mitigate serious structural flooding along the river, although Valley
Green Mobile Home Park in Jordan received damage and had a voluntary
evacuation after Sand Creek backed up due to an ice jam on March 15.

Local youth-led nonprofit
seeks volunteers, donations
Most people can’t spell “pediatric
pulmonologist” without having to consult a dictionary, but that’s exactly what
local social activist, fundraiser, and
all-around philanthropist Sanya Pirani
has determined will be her future career. And by future, this means 15 to 20
years from now; as Sanya’s currently in
7th grade.
Sanya has been working diligently
with the local CAP Agency as Youth
Ambassador as well as her continuing association with Feed My Starving Children. She’s already forged a
solid partnership with Sarah Carlson
(14), Andrea Reichwald (13), and Emily Overlid (13) to continue the organization’s awareness and humanitarian
work, which will soon include sewing
bags (to be filled with school supplies
and toys for homeless youth), and fundraising (“We hope to raise $10,000 this
year for various causes, with community help,” Sanya said).
So, what drives her and her passion for giving back to the community?
First, “I strongly believe, every child

deserves basic human rights like food,
shelter, clothes, safety, education, and
good health so our focus is all; but my
passion is to help create a path for children to have good educational opportunities, because I personally believe the
only way out of poverty is education.”
Second, “We focus on working together
in collaboration with our local community partners – our organization dedicates about 95 percent of our resources
to local charities and organizations,”
Sanya said.
Here are a few ways you can help
support Sanya’s efforts:
• Participate in SHFC projects like
Christmas bags, food, coats, diaper
drives, Hope for the Holidays, and more.
Review “Causes” and under “Ways to
Help and Partner With Us” section on
their website (www.sanyashopeforchildren.org) for details.
• If you know how (and are willing)
to sew bags, let them know!
• Cash donations are appreciated.
• Volunteer! E-mail them at Sanya@
sanyashopeforchildren.org for details.
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Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through June 2019

April 16
–
County Board meeting			
April 23
–
no meeting
April 30
–
County Board Strategic Plan and Five Year Model 		
			Work Session
May 7		
May 14
May 21
May 28

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25		

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory
committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for
attendance at meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via
e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For more information regarding a specific
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click
on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are
eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges,
attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members,
one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various
ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other month on
the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are two vacancies on the
council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 3 and 4. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in development
of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services; makes recommendations concerning
the annual budget of Health and Human Services; makes recommendations related to
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board;
and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large
input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional
providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (2
vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies representing the Sand Creek Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•

•
•

District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.

District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11
and 13).
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Seniors needed for softball league
Scott County Senior Softball is
looking for players to join its summer
league, which is held on Tuesday evenings at Tahpah Park (Shakopee). This
fun, recreational league is intended for
people 45 and over. Participants who
show up every week get divided up
into teams and play one or two games
of softball. Wooden bats and pitching
carpet are used, and a “no sliding rule”
is in place for safety reasons.

The cost is $25 per person; register
through Shakopee Parks and Recreation
(1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee). For
more information, please contact Gary
Hartmann at (612) 554-5205.

Parents Helping Parents groups meet weekly, are free of charge, and foster
an open exchange of ideas, support, information, and resources.

CAP Corner

Programs available to help
families, prevent child abuse

By Joseph Vaughan,
CAP Executive Director
What an incredible community we
share! Thank you to all who donated
to the CAP Agency Food Shelf during
the March Minnesota Food Share campaign. Last year, CAP Agency distributed 716,687 pounds of food to local
families. The need for food increases
every year, and it is thanks to your donations that we continue to fill this need.
As we move into spring (finally),
I want to share with you all that April
is National Child Abuse Prevention
Month, a time designated to acknowledge the importance of families and
communities working together to prevent child abuse. Community Action
Partnership’s Crisis Nursery and Parents Helping Parents programs are hard
at work year-round in this important
effort.

Crisis Nursery is a network of licensed childcare providers who provide short-term, temporary childcare for
children birth to 12 years old. We also
offer a 24-hour help line and serve families in Scott and Carver County. All are
welcome to call. There are no income
requirements and the program is at no
cost to families. You do not need to be
a parent to call for help when caring for
a child gets tough. All services with
Crisis Nursery are confidential. When
you call Crisis Nursery, a Crisis Nursery advocate will listen to you and help
you determine what your immediate
childcare needs are. If you just need to
talk, our advocates are here to listen and
provide support 24 hours a day. In addition, we provide families with other resources and information. The number
for Crisis Nursery is (612) 839-5101.
Parents Helping Parents is another resource for parents in our community. It’s a place where anyone in
a parenting role can openly discuss

the successes and challenges of raising
children. It’s a place where they can
find and share support. Parents Helping
Parents groups meet weekly, are free of
charge, and foster an open exchange of
ideas, support, information, and resources. We serve those parenting children of
all ages and families of all types. For
more information on Parents Helping
Parents, contact Melissa at (952) 4029851 or mgardner@capagency.org
As a community, we can support
children and families by spreading the
word about Crisis Nursery. Give the 24hour help-line number to families. Donate your time, talent, and gifts. We are
always looking for Crisis Nursery Providers. Raise awareness and become a
community leader. Support the prevention of child abuse and host a drive or
fundraiser! Make a monetary donation
to Crisis Nursery at www.capagency.
org/donate. Just $35 provides 24 hours
of safe Crisis Nursery care for a child in
need.
This season offers other ways of supporting children, families, and individuals right here in our community.
April is also National Volunteer
month. Our programs could not make
the impact that they do without our volunteers and we are so grateful for them.
We have opportunities available in most
of our more than 20 programs and services. For information on how to get
involved, go to www.capagency.org/
be-a-volunteer.
Project Student Success is also
underway for 2019! This community
fueled school supply donation and distribution project provides thousands of
local students with school supplies and
backpacks each year. For more information on how you can be a part of this
project, email jbaker@capagency.org.
Remember, We Are All Connected.

Looking for ways to help others?

Volunteer drivers needed

SmartLink is seeking additional Volunteer Drivers to help drive
individuals without vehicles in our community. Volunteer Drivers are
essential to filling transportation gaps by providing rides to medical
appointments, shopping, and other destinations in and
around Scott County.

Call (952) 496-8341 (option 2) or
contact transit@co.scott.mn.us
to find out more information
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Environmental SCENE
By Jesse Krzenski
Environmental Services

Scott County drinking water series -- Part I

My favorite books always come in a series. As much as I would like to bring
you a series of my favorite science fiction books and characters (that upon mention
usually trigger an audible groan from my wife), I thought it would be more pertinent to write a series about the water (mainly the drinking water) of Scott County.
Nitrate is a common contaminant found in groundwater and surface water across
the state of Minnesota. Mainly, the increase of nitrate contamination in water is
attributed to the increased usage of nitrogen-rich fertilizers and pesticides in agriculture. Nitrate in drinking water has been linked to “blue-baby syndrome” (methemoglobinemia), certain types of cancer, and negative reproductive outcomes.
Nitrate consumption from drinking water is most damaging to young children and
pregnant women.
Nitrate is formed by the chemical combination of nitrogen and oxygen. Depending on the geology of the area, nitrates can leach in to the groundwater and
become a concern for drinking water. Nitrates can also make their way to surface
waters by way of surface runoff, or by drain tiles. High nitrate levels in surface water can lead to algae blooms and anoxic (without oxygen) water, leading to “dead
zones.” The only way to know if water is contaminated with nitrates is to test it
-- they are odorless and colorless.
In areas of Scott County, specific glacially deposited soils lie above the bedrock
aquifers that provide drinking water to people from private wells. Some of these
soils have the ability to chemically remove the nitrates through a process called denitriﬁcation. However, the glacial soils do not blanket the entirety of Scott County,
and even where these soils do exist, the possibility of passageways through the different soil and rock layers exist through fractures and weathering.
Due to the differing geology of Scott County, the best protection is to limit your
use of fertilizers and pesticides and, of course, test your drinking water if you receive your drinking water from a well.
Scott County is working on compiling data acquired through years of nitrate
test kits purchased by residents in order to complete a map and be able to visually
represent nitrate contamination across the community. In general, it appears the
geology of Scott County provides decent protection from nitrate contamination.
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture also recently completed a nitrate test of
townships determined to be more susceptible to contamination due to the geology
of the area. The data have not been made available to us yet, but it will aid in our
efforts to better understand possible areas of concern within the County.

Grants help increase recycling
City of Elko New Market sees success

The City of Elko New Market has
seen measurable success from recent
waste reduction efforts. Over the course
of 2017, the city worked with the Minnesota Waste Wise Foundation and Scott
County to implement a single stream
recycling program for the city buildings and parks. By adding recycling
opportunities to these areas where only
trash bins existed before, the city has
been able to keep valuable recyclables
like plastic containers, aluminum cans,
paper, cardboard, and glass bottles out
of a landfill.
To assist with the launch of City of
Elko New Market’s new recycling program, Waste Wise provided free technical assistance and helped the city apply
for the Scott County Recycling Grant.
The County grant provides funding for
resources that help reduce waste and
increase recycling. Elko New Market
used the grant funding to add new color-coded collection bins to the city hall,
fire station, parks, and library.
Elko New Market Assistant City Administrator Mark Nagel has been monitoring the new recycling program and
has seen positive results. Mark estimates
at least 2,200 pounds of material is now

Free testing for nitrates in
well water offered April 26
If you get your drinking water from
a private well, you can get it tested for
nitrate. Nitrate is a common contaminant found in many wells throughout
Minnesota. It can get into your drinking
water from leaks from septic tanks, sewage, fertilizers, and erosion of natural
deposits, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Shallow or
dug wells, wells with damaged casings,
and wells located in areas with sandy
soils are the most vulnerable to nitrate
contamination.
To get your water tested, bring your
water sample to the free walk-in clinic
on Friday, April 26, from 8 a.m. to 7
p.m. at the Scott County Fairgrounds
in Jordan. This event is sponsored by
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), and is held in
conjunction with the Scott SWCD tree
pickup and seedling sale. This clinic is
free and open to the public; no appointments are necessary.
How to take your sample
To take a sample, run the cold tap
faucet for three minutes, then collect
about one cup of water in a plastic baggie (double bagged) or a clean jar. Keep
the water cool until you arrive at the
clinic. You can collect the water anytime within 24 hours of the clinic. Once

you arrive, submit your sample and you
will receive the results in 5 to 10 minutes. You may also collect neighbors’
or relatives’ samples and bring them in
for analysis.
If you have a water treatment unit
that reduces or removes nitrate-nitrogen
such as a reverse osmosis unit or a distiller, feel free to collect a sample before
treatment and after treatment to ensure
the treatment system is working properly. It is not necessary to collect a sample
from before and after a water softener,
as softeners do not reduce nitrate.
Why test for nitrate?
High levels of nitrates in drinking water cause serious health risk to
infants, most notably “blue baby syndrome.” Everyone who gets their water from a private well is encouraged to
have their water tested for nitrate, but
it is especially important if infants will
be using the water. Even if you have
had your well water tested in the past, it
is recommended that you get the water
tested every two years. More information can be found at www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/nitrate.html.
For more information on the walk-in
clinic, contact the Scott SWCD at (952)
492-5425.

U of M offers soil tests

Elko New Market Assistant City
Administrator Mark Nagel tried out a
new recycling bin.

being recycled rather then sent to the
landfill each year. Mark is happy about
the new recycling initiatives, and hopes
to expand the program down the road
and possibly add organics recycling so
that food waste can be composted.

The Henderson residents boost recycling
Recycling is a high priority for the
senior residents of The Henderson
Apartments in Shakopee. In 2017, the
apartment manager consulted with the
MN Waste Wise Foundation to ensure
they were doing all they could to encourage residents to recycle. After
learning about the Scott County Business Recycling Grant Program -- which
provides up to $10,000 to area businesses and organizations to reduce waste -The Henderson manager applied.
“We have very recycling-conscious
residents at The Henderson, and they
make sure recyclable materials end up

Bring samples of well water for free nitrate testing on April 26 at the Scott
County Fairgrounds in rural Jordan.

in the right waste stream. With the assistance of Scott County grant funding,
we were able to purchase additional
bins that make it easier for residents to
recycle even more,” said Terri Kosse,
Resident Manager.
Recycling was improved by providing all residents with recycling infomation. Equipped with dual stream waste
chutes (trash and recycling) on every
floor, and by pairing their trash bins
in shared common areas with the new
grant-provided recycling bins, they are
capturing as much recyclable material
as possible.

Good soil produces good food, good
forage, and good crops. Learn how to
take a soil sample for your field, garden,
or lawn. Once you know more about
your soil, you can learn more about nutrient recommendations based on what
you plan to grow. The test requires collecting two cups of soils from across
your garden, lawn, or fields. Each 20
acre span of land should have its own
soil test. To learn more about soil testing, visit http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu.

The U of M Soil
testing laboratory is
located in the Department of Soil,
Water, and Climate
on the U of M St.
Paul Campus. Soil
samples can be mailed or delivered
directly to the lab. The Scott County
Extension Office located on the Scott
County Fairgrounds has soil test bags
and instructions for your use.

Compost bins offered for sale

Scott County, in collaboration with the Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM), is offering Home Composter compost bins for sale on the RAM’s website at http://
recycleminnesota.org/. The capacity of these bins is 17 cubic feet. Once the purchase has been made, you can bring
your receipt to the County’s Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) facility located at 588 Country Trail E, Jordan to
pick up your compost bin on May 11 from 1 – 4 p.m. Scott
County residents can use coupon code “ScottCounty20” to
save $20 off of purchase. To confirm your purchase, you
must have some sort of proof with you that the purchase
was made, whether that is a printed receipt or an emailed
receipt sent from RAM after your purchase.

Turn organic waste
into compost.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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Get the shred out...of your recycling cart
We all know that regular paper is recyclable in our recycling cart and bins,
but what about shredded paper? It’s
as recyclable as regular paper, but not
when it’s put in the recycling cart as
many people think.
With more and more people concerned these days with data privacy and
security, shredding documents and paper at home and at work seem to be increasing. There is nothing wrong with
shredding your sensitive documents and
recycling them, in fact many organizations recommend it. But when we shred
everything and put that shredded paper
in our recycling carts, that shredded paper can cause big problems at our local
material recovery facilities (or MRFs,
as they are known in the business).
MRFs take all those mixed cans,
bottles, boxes, and paper that we put
in our recycling carts and sort them
through many steps, using people, belts,
machines, and even robots. MRFs do
a great job of sorting most items, but
there are a few items that they simply
can’t handle, and shredded paper is one
of them – it’s just too small for the machines to separate out.
The only way to get that shredded
paper out at the MRF is for workers to
pull it out by hand. Unfortunately, most
bags of shredded paper break during
the collection, transportation, or sorting process, and most ends up as loose
confetti… eventually contaminating the
clean recyclables MRFs are working so
hard to sort out. The plastic bags also
cause big problems, plugging sorting

•

•

•

your address on it.
Second, find a community
shredding event to shred your
sensitive documents. Most
cities in Scott County will host a
shredding event this spring along
with local townships. (Please call
your city or township for more
information.)
Third, collect your shredded
paper and use a drop off location
like a special bin at work, if
allowed, or take it to a drop-off
location that accepts shredded
paper for recycling.
Last, the least preferred option
is to simply throw that shredded
paper in the trash if none of
the recycling options above are
available, because it’s better to
keep shredded paper out of the
recycling cart and the MRF.

In the end, it’s still important to recycle
shredded paper, but going forward
Do not put shredded paper into your curbside recycling cart. It turns into
the
goal
is to get the shred out of the
loose confetti during the sorting process. Workers try to pull it out by hand
recycling
bin to help reduce contaminaat the start of the process, but it is a major problem for recyclers who do not
tion at the MRF and capture more shredwant other recyclables contaminated by bits of paper.
ded paper for proper recycling.
equipment, increasing downtime and contamination or goes to a landfill.
For more information on recycling
maintenance, and impacting worker
in Scott County, please visit the Scott
safety.
So, what should we do to keep
County Environmental Services website
How big of problem is it? The Dem- shredded paper out of MRFs?
at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/695/
Con MRF in Shakopee estimates that • First, shred less and continue
Recycling-Solid-Waste-Management,
they get approximately 100 tons of unvisit Dem-Con’s web site at https://demto put un-shredded paper in
wanted shredded paper a month in recycon.com/materials-recovery/, or contact
your recycling cart. Shred only
cling loads. Of that, they are only able
your local garbage and recycling prothose documents that have secure
to catch and properly recycle about eight
vider if you have questions about what
information – not your kid’s old
tons (or eight percent); the rest is lost to
to put in your recycling cart.
homework or something with just

Financial institutions
report widespread
elder financial abuse
Financial institutions are seeing vast
numbers of their older customers fall
prey to financial exploitation by perpetrators ranging from offshore scammers
to close family members—and they’re
filing hundreds of thousands of reports
with the federal government about these
suspicions.
The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau released a report about key facts,
trends, and patterns revealed in these
Suspicious Activity Reports — or SARs
— filed by banks, credit unions, casinos,
and other financial services providers.
The Bureau analyzed 180,000 elder financial exploitation SARs filed with the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) from 2013 to 2017, involving
more than $6 billion. This first-ever public analysis provides a chance to better
understand elder fraud and to find ways
to improve prevention and response.
What we learned:
• SAR filings on elder financial
exploitation quadrupled from
2013 to 2017. In 2017, financial
institutions filed 63,500 SARs
reporting elder financial abuse. Yet
these SARs likely represent only
a tiny fraction of the actual 3.5
million incidents of elder financial
exploitation estimated to have
happened that year.
• Elder financial exploitation isn’t
happening only at banks or credit
unions. Money services businesses,
used by many people to wire money,
have filed an increasing share of
these SARs (58 percent in 2017).
• Older adults (ages 70 to 79) lost
on average $43,300. And when the
older adult knew the suspect, the
average loss was even larger – about
$50,000.

•

While financial institutions are
increasingly filing elder financial
exploitation SARs, they often do
not indicate that they reported the
suspicious activity directly to first
responders. Fewer than one-third
of elder financial exploitation
SARs specify that the financial
institution reported the activity
to adult protective services, law
enforcement, or other authorities.
If the financial institution is not
reporting to these authorities, this is
a missed opportunity to strengthen
prevention and response.

Speak up about elder financial
exploitation.
• If you believe that you or someone
you know is a victim of financial
exploitation, contact your local adult
protective services (APS) agency.
You can find out how to reach your
APS office from the Eldercare
Locator at www.eldercare.acl.gov
or by calling 1-800-677-1116.  
• Report scams or fraud to the Federal
Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov/
complain.
• Share a Money Smart for Older
Adults guide with those in your
community. Money Smart for
Older Adults is an elder financial
exploitation awareness and
prevention program the Bureau
created with the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC).
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Mary Jo Katras, U of M
Family Resiliency Program Leader, at
(612) 625-3532 or mkatras@umn.edu
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
blog/2018/12/what-social-security-scam-sounds

Top frauds in 2018

Every year, millions of you tell the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) – and their
partners – about the frauds you spotted. Last year, they heard from 3 million of you,
and here’s some of what they learned from your reports:
• They collected more than 1.4 million fraud reports, and people said they lost
money to the fraud in 25 percent of those reports. People reported losing
$1.48 billion to fraud last year – an increase of 38 percent over 2017.
• Top reports in 2018 were: imposter scams, debt collection, and identity theft.
• Younger people reported losing money to fraud more often than older people.
Let that sink in: It’s what the data have been telling us for a while, but it’s
hard for people to grasp. Last year, of those people who reported fraud and
their age, 43 percent of people in their 20s reported a loss to that fraud, while
only 15 percent of people in their 70s did.
• When people in their 70s did lose money, the amount tended to be higher:
their median loss was $751, compared to $400 for people in their 20s.
• Scammers like to get money by wire transfer – for a total of $423 million
last year. That was the most of any payment method reported, but we also
saw a surge of payments with gift and reload cards – a 95 percent increase in
dollars paid to scammers last year.
• Tax-related identity theft was down last year (by 38 percent), but credit
card fraud on new accounts was up 24 percent. In fact, misusing someone’s
information to open a new credit card account was reported more often than
other forms of identity theft in 2018.
Check out what happened in your state. In fact, you can play around in the
numbers yourself. And let the FTC know in the comments if you find something
interesting. Meanwhile, keep reporting to the FTC at ftc.gov/complaint. They use
those reports to investigate and bring cases – and so do their thousands of law enforcement partners.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mary Jo Katras, U of M
Family Resiliency Program Leader, at (612) 625-3532 or mkatras@umn.edu.
Source: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/follow-these-tips-to-protect-data-when-shopping-online
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/02/top-frauds-2018?utm
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Healthy SCENE

By Jayme Carlson, Amanda Congdon,
and Laurie McMillen
Community Health Specialists

Efforts made to prevent use of
tobacco, nicotine among youth

Tobacco use is the largest preventable cause of death and disease in the United
States. Each year, approximately 480,000 Americans die from tobacco-related illnesses. Further, more than 16 million Americans suffer from at least one disease
caused by smoking. Smoking-related illness in the United States costs more than
$300 billion each year, including $170 billion for direct medical care for adults and
more than $156 billion in lost productivity.
E-cigarettes have become widely popular among teens. For the first time since
2000, overall youth tobacco use in Minnesota has increased, largely due to e-cigarettes. E-cigarettes are battery-powered devices that, when activated, heat up a liquid (e-juice) that users inhale, or “vape.” The liquid travels into the user’s lungs and
the by-products are exhaled, similar to cigarettes. Recent surveys show one in five
high school students use e-cigarettes, a 50 percent increase since 2014. Of these
devices, Juul has become the most popular e-cigarette among teens. Juul uses pods
to store their e-cigarette liquid, and all pods contain some percentage of nicotinesomething many youth don’t realize. One Juul pod, which is about 200 puffs, can
contain as much nicotine as one pack of cigarettes.
Dangers and risks on using tobacco and nicotine
Tobacco is a plant grown for its leaves, which are smoked, chewed, or sniffed.
Tobacco is a nervous system stimulant that triggers complex biochemical and neurotransmitter disruptions. It elevates heart rate and blood pressure, constricts blood
vessels, irritates lung tissue, and diminishes the ability to taste and smell.
The nicotine in tobacco can harm the developing brain. When a person uses tobacco, nicotine is quickly absorbed into their body and goes directly to their brain.
Using nicotine in adolescence can harm the parts of the brain that control attention,
learning, mood, and impulse control.
Nicotine can lead to addiction. Using nicotine during teen years can rewire the
brain to become more easily addicted to other drugs. When a person is addicted to
nicotine, it puts them at risk of becoming a lifelong smoker and exposing them to
the many harmful chemicals in tobacco. The chemicals cause many diseases, including heart disease, stroke, lung disease, and cancer of the lungs, mouth, throat,
esophagus, and more.
Current Scott County prevention activities
Scott County Public Health works on tobacco prevention initiatives through several program areas.
Current activities include working with school wellness committees to review
and update their policy on tobacco and drug use to include prohibiting e-cigarettes
on school grounds and school sponsored events. Other ways schools are taking
action to discourage vaping, include banning USD devices, installing vaping detectors, and monitoring outside of bathrooms. Public Health educates students, parents, and teachers on the harmful health effects of e-cigarettes through presentations, educational displays, flyers, and other marketing materials. Kick Butts Day,
through the campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, is another way students can get involved to advocate for a tobacco free school and community.
“Congratulate and Educate” compliance checks are another tool Public Health
uses to restrict youth access to tobacco and related devices. These checks are for
educational purposes only. The goal of the “Congratulate and Educate” project is to
congratulate clerks who don’t sell to underage youth and provide education on the
law, what compliance checks are, and the importance of them.
Scott County Public Health is also partnering with the Scott County Sheriff’s
Office, ChooseNotToUse, and the Shakopee CAPS Academy during this spring’s
annual Future Leaders of Scott County Day. Students will learn health effects of
tobacco and nicotine, and will also be given an opportunity to debate issues related
to e-cigarette use during the mock County Board meeting.
Adolescence is a critical time for teaching the importance of making healthy
choices. New behavior patterns are created that often follow well into adulthood.
Youth may begin to experiment with adult behaviors without understanding the
long-term health effects. For this reason, Scott County Public Health is committed
to reaching out to youth to provide education and healthy choices.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Master Gardeners provide free
horticultural knowledge
The University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener volunteer program started in 1977 with its first class
of 25 people. Since then it has grown to
include more than 2,400 active master
gardeners who share U of MN horticultural expertise in almost every county of
the state.
In 2018, there were 2,400 Master
Gardeners throughout the state, with
over 120 volunteers serving Carver and
Scott Counties. The total volunteer
hours were 141,114, including the Carver-Scott County volunteers who logged
a total of 6,636 hours during 2018. In
its entirety, the Master Gardener Volunteer Program reached over 198,000
Minnesotans last year.
All Master Gardeners complete a
core course taught by U of MN horticulture faculty and Extension educators.
Continuing education in best horticultural practices is required, with 25,275
continuing education hours reported in

2018.
The mission
of the University
of Minnesota Extension
Master
Gardener Volunteer Program is to
provide researchbased horticultural knowledge and practices to deliver educational outreach and
project-based efforts that inspire change
and promote healthy people, healthy
communities and a healthy planet. Our
program priorities include horticulture
skills, local food, plant biodiversity,
pollinators, climate change, nearby nature, and clean water.
If you have questions, please call
the Yard & Garden Line at (952) 4665308. If you are interested in learning
more about the program or becoming
a Master Gardener, please visit carverscottmastergardeners.org or call (952)
466-5390.

Evenings in the Garden
kick-off set for June 11
Evenings in the Garden takes place
every second and fourth Tuesday during June and July and the second Tuesday in August. Bring a chair and relax
and find new ways to enjoy the garden.
There will also be activities available
for children at each event. Classes are
held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Scott
County Fairgrounds Teaching Garden.
Evenings in the Garden are free classes brought to you by the Carver-Scott
County Extension Master Gardeners.
Registration is not required. Held rain
or shine.
Summer Garden Festival Kick-Off
Tuesday, June 11, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Scott County Teaching Gardens,
7151 190th St, Jordan
The evening includes:

Foraging or wild crafting: Learn
about foraging and wild crafting in
your yard or area. We will talk about
safe identification and harvesting from
the wild. Edible flowers, plants, and
roots will be discussed.
Unusual plants for containers:
Examples of interesting and unusual
plants to enhance the beauty of your
containers will be demonstrated. Learn
from an award-winning container
gardener.
Spa gardening: Beyond the kitchen…
herbs are an eco-friendly way to
make your own cleaning supplies,
beauty boosters, vinegar scrubs, and
aromatherapy.
Tours will be given of the 2019
gardens.

Prepare for disasters and recovery

By Colleen Carlson, Extension Educator, Scott County, University of MN
The issue of flooding dominated the local news in March, which evoked many
concerning memories of 2014. But homeowners and farmers can do many things to
prepare for the possibility of disasters -- such as floods, fires, tornados, and power
outages -- to mitigate some of the loss that can occur.
Now is a good time to review your emergency plan with your family, not only
those who are living in the same household but also adult children or parents who
live away. Who will be the main contact person to keep everyone informed? Where
is a central meeting place away from the disaster area? Also take an inventory of
your personal property. To jumpstart the inventory process, photograph or videotape all of the walls in your home, basement, garage, shop, and barns. Photograph
open closets, cabinets, drawers, and tool boxes. Take close-ups of unique or expensive items. Keep two or three lists in a safe deposit box or with a family member.
Make a “grab and go” file. Gather important items in a waterproof file case or
binder. Keep a list of vital information, family member phone numbers, employer
numbers, and information regarding banking, attorney, insurance company, and
doctors. Include copies of important papers and documents – e.g., insurance policy
information for your home, vehicle, and health, birth and marriage certificates, wallet cards (driver’s license, social security, and credit cards). You may also want to
make an emergency CD or jump drive with all of this information to be kept in a
safe place.
Take some time to check and stock up your emergency supplies, first aid kit,
cleaning and disinfecting supplies, food and water, along with extra batteries for the
flashlights and emergency radio.
The University of Minnesota Extension website has a whole host of information
on disaster preparation and recovery including how to prepare, how to clean up
from flooding and financial recovery. As well as repairing flooded lawns, dealing
with damaged buildings, and flooded crops. Learn more at https://extension.umn.
edu/home-and-financial-management#disaster.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Local farmers recognized for clean water efforts

For years, farmers upstream of
Spring and Prior Lakes have been busy
working on clean water solutions for
our lakes. Formed in 2013, the FarmerLed Council has met with experts from
the University of Minnesota, Discovery
Farms, and regional farming leaders to
bring the best solutions and ideas to the
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) to improve our lakes.
“Farmland makes up most of the
landscape in the upper watershed of our
lakes, and farmers are the most important stewards of the land in these areas.”
Diane Lynch, PLSLWD District Administrator, said.
The Farmer-Led Council has created
a local program -- the Lake-Friendly
Farm Program -- that focuses on reducing phosphorus runoff, the number one
nutrient that algae need to grow. The
program was created to recognize farmers that are doing an outstanding job of
managing their farms in a way that protects the water resources in the PLSLWD. The program also assists farmers
in identifying potential best management practices on their land to help
protect our lakes. The Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
has provided expertise to help form this
program and has assisted PLSLWD in
coordination of the Farmer-Led Council
and its initiatives.
“Farmers recognize their input and
participation are an important piece of
reaching lake water quality goals, and
we are developing win-win program-

Farmer-Led Council members, Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District Board and staff, and Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District Board and staff gathered last month to recognize Rob Casey and Joe Hentges, recipients of the
Lake-Friendly Farm Program Certification Awards. Casey and Hentges are seated front center holding their awards.

ming with the Watershed District that
makes this possible,” said Paul Krueger,
Farmer-Led Council member.
Local farmers, Watershed District
Board members, Scott SWCD Supervisors, Prior Lake City Council members
and Mayor Briggs, Scott County Commissioner Dave Beer, landowners, as
well as other government staff and officials braved the record-breaking bitter
cold on January 30 to help celebrate the
great water quality achievements of two
farmers who are the first to be certified
into the Lake-Friendly Farm Program.
Certification awards were given to these
two farmers who are true leaders in the
watershed that have gone above and beyond to help protect the lakes.

Rob Casey received a Lake-Friendly
Farm certification award for one of his
fields where cover crops and other conservation tools have been installed to
limit erosion. The field lies near a wetland complex in the watershed of Spring
Lake. Rob is a local farming leader that
has installed many conservation practices on his fields, and also serves as the
Chair for the Scott SWCD Board.
Joe Hentges has been leading by
example in the watershed, testing out
fields to see which cover crop will work
best in this area, farming on the contour to prevent runoff, installing buffers
along water resources, and using new
technologies to apply fertilizer to his
fields in a way that is both cost-effec-

tive and limits the risk of run-off. Joe
received Lake-Friendly Farm certification awards for three of his fields, two
of which lie along streams leading to
Spring Lake, and one with shoreline
along Sutton Lake.
“We are very fortunate to have such
strong leaders and innovators on the
Farmer-Led Council, paving the way
for others to follow, not only in our watershed, but in the larger County area,”
said Fred Corrigan, PLSLWD Board
President.
More information about the LakeFriendly Farm Program and other Farmer-Led Council programs can be found
on the PLSLWD’s website at www.
plslwd.org/flc.

SWCD rents out
equipment to promote
conservation practices

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan is encouraging local farmers to use
conservation farming techniques. As part of this effort, they rent out equipment so farmers can try out
different farming techniques without having to invest
in expensive equipment. A Cover Crop Inter-Seeder,
John Deere 1590 NoTill Drill, Great Plains
1006 NT No-Till Drill,
and Brillion Sure Stand
Seeder are all available
for rent.
Many
producers
in Scott County have
begun incorporating
Crop cover inter seeder
cover crops into their
farming
operations,
and renting the no-till
drills and Cover Crop
Inter-Seeder
allows
them to implement this
without
purchasing
new equipment.
Conservation tillGreat Plains no till drill
age, including no-till,
is also becoming more common in Scott County due
to its economic and environmental benefits. No-till
leaves productive topsoil in place, leaves crop residue
in the fields, and increases the water-infiltration rate of
the soil. More water is available for plants, and there
is less erosion from runoff and wind.
The equipment rental program is not only for those
planting crops. The Great Plains drill is an excellent
choice for establishing and restoring native prairies or
pastures, and the Brillion Seeder is great for seeding
native grasses.
When you rent the equipment, it will be delivered
right to your seeding site and picked up when you are
finished. Rental rates for the seeders and drills are $8
an acre plus a drop charge of $120, which covers the
first 15 acres of use. In addition, a $50 refundable
security deposit is also required and will be returned
when the equipment is returned without damage.
With the help of the rental program, farmers in
Scott County are able to do more to conserve their soil
and water resources. For more information or to be
added to the equipment rental schedule, call the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425.
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in partnership with

Nights in Nature
The benefits of being in nature are many – from increased happiness to
decreased stress to a healthier immune system to improved focus and more. But
what about a night spent in nature? Camping is a way to immerse yourself in
nature and really reap those nature benefits.
It is empowering to thrive a night or more in the outdoor elements. When setting
up camp, cooking meals and passing time when it rains, self-sufficiency becomes
key. And if needed, civilization is still a short drive away.
It can also be restoring not having to follow a schedule. Want to go for a hike?
Explore miles of trails whenever you are up and ready. Don’t want to go for a
hike? Read a book, play games, saunter down to the beach, rent a boat, or even
take a nap. When camping, the days are yours to determine at your own pace.
Whether roughing it or glamping, Three Rivers Park District offers camping
options a short drive from Minneapolis. From swimming to golfing to fishing and
more, there is plenty to do without having to venture far from your basecamp.
Walk-in sites at Cleary Lake Regional Park offer privacy with a little extra effort,
or bring your own home-on-wheels and stay in a full hook-up site. Cedar Lake
Farm Regional Park, Cleary Lake, and Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve also have
camping options for groups ranging from 20-80 people.

The Partnership

Plan your next trip today. Reservations may be made up to one year in advance;
visit ThreeRiversParks.org/camping for more information and reservations.

The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District partnership operates under a Joint Powers Agreement
that combines resources to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park has family
and group picnicking, catered events, swimming, and year-round hiking and fishing. New enhancements
include a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, improved canoe launch and expanded beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

Facility reservations Indoor and outdoor spaces.
ThreeRiversParks.org/spaces

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. Amenities include a
9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, and swimming beach. Enjoy cross-country ski, fat bike, and
hiking trails, leashed dog walking, skijoring, snowshoeing, and dog off-leash areas. This beautiful park
has something for everyone.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: April 1–May 27: M–F 10 AM–5 PM; closed Sat. & Sun.
May 28–Oct. 31: M–F 10 AM–5 PM; Sat. 10 AM–5 PM; Sun. Noon–5 PM
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park (formerly
Historic Murphy’s Landing) interprets how people have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and
the surrounding cultural and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their
lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the preterritorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive media or while
costumed interpreters bring the past alive during Civil War Weekend (see Page 10).

Camping Individual and group campsites available.
ThreeRiversParks.org/camping

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial
ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski
areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. Visitors enjoy hiking and leashed dog
walking; snowshoers, skijorers, and horseback riders. With the exception of the trails and the new 3-acre
dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area by
the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise–10 PM
This regional park includes 4.4 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1 acre small dog park.
Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Summer camps
nature exploration • outdoor skills • golf
fishing • farming • art • Minnesota history
Lifelong memories are made in summer camps! Ages 5–15 at
Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The Landing. Register today!
ThreeRiversParks.org/summercamps
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SPRING LAKE
REGIONAL PARK

event calendar

PRIOR LAKE
MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND
TREE PLANTING
Help reestablish native habitat by planting
seedlings representative of a maple-basswood
forest. This long-term project will enhance
140 acres of habitat for the benefit of wildlife
and future generations. Families, individuals,
and groups welcome. Tools provided.
Funded by the Conservation Partners Clean
Water Land and Legacy Grant Program.
In partnership with Scott County and the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
Registration required. Free. Ages: 8+.
May 12 — Saturday #2SCT0450-01
9 AM–Noon

THE LANDING
MINNESOTA RIVER
HERITAGE PARK
SHAKOPEE

CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK

NEW PRAGUE

PRIOR LAKE

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
at stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior. $10.
Ages: 7+.
April 28 — Sunday #2SCT5001-01
1–3 PM

º FAMILY FISHING ON THE OPENER
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once they
are caught. Equipment and fishing license
provided for class only. Reservations required
by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 11 — Saturday #2SCT5400-01
9–11 AM

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Discover the fast-growing sport of stand-up
paddleboarding, an exciting way to explore
the water that offers a full-body workout.
Equipment provided. Reservations required by
two days prior. $35. Ages: 14+.
May 30 — Thursday #2SCT5760-01
6–8 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR EGGS
Learn geocaching basics and use your new
skills hunting for eggs. Reservations required.
$8/person. Ages: All.
April 20— Saturday #2SCT5550-01
9–11 AM

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
at stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$10. Ages: 7+.
May 4 — Saturday #2SCT5001-11
10 AM–Noon

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: All.
May 5 — Sunday #2SCT5500-01
1–3 PM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once they
are caught. Equipment and fishing license
provided for class only. Reservations required
by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 25 — Saturday #2SCT5400-11
9–11 AM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
SAVAGE
º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Paddle under the full moon. Listen for wildlife
and be entertained with stories. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $8.
Ages: 5+.
May 18 — Saturday #2SCT0220-01
8–10 P M

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your child.
Play, sing, read stories and create a craft.
Reservations required. $5/person. Ages: 2-5,
plus adult.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Farm Animals
April 9 #2LAN0100-02
Habitats
May 14 #2LAN0100-03

Join an egg and spoon race, bunny hop
relay egg roll, and other authentic games of
the 1800s. Make crafts, play with toys and
games, and explore along the Minnesota
River Valley. Enter at the west entrance; last
entry at 1 PM. Drop-ins welcome. $8 ages
18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under
2 free. Ages: All.
April 20 — Saturday #2LAN000T
10 AM–2 PM

IT’S 1889, AND I DO NOT HAVE A
THING TO WEAR!
Explore the intricacies of Victorian women’s
fashion, and try some items on for size. Meet
dressmakers in the era before ready-to-wear
clothing was easily available. A proper tea
and fashion show completes your experience.
Reservations required. $12. Ages: 10+.
May 11 — Saturday #2LAN2550-01
1–4 PM

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Meet Civil War veterans and learn how
Memorial Day began in 1868 as “Decoration
Day” to honor Union soldiers who died. A
formal “Decoration Day” ceremony with
brass band is held on Monday at 2 PM. Enter
at the west entrance. Drop-ins welcome. $8
ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children
under 2 free. Ages: All.
May 25 — Saturday #2LAN200T
10 AM–5 PM
May 26 — Sunday #2LAN201T
Noon–5 PM
May 27 — Monday #2LAN202T
10 AM–5 PM

• If your account already exists and you don’t
know the password: Click “Forgot your
password?” to receive an email to update
your password.
Note: Be sure to include birthdays for
everyone you are registering.

Public and private lessons and leagues available for all ages and abilities.
Youth scholarships available.

Work where you play
Three Rivers is hiring a variety
of summer positions including
full-time, part-time, seasonal
and internships.
• Customer service
• Lifeguards
• Golf instructors
• Food service
• Maintenance
Browse current job openings
and apply at
ThreeRiversParks.org/employment

• To create a new account: Click “Need an
account?” and complete the requested
information.

Cleary Lake Regional Park, Prior Lake

ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated
into 24 languages. Select the language at
the bottom of each page.

VICTORIAN EGG ROLL

VISIT
THREERIVERSPARKS.ORG/PROGRAMS

golf academy registration open

website translation

CALL 763.559.6700 FOR ASSISTANCE
MON-FRI 8 AM - 4:30 PM
SAT 8 AM - 2 PM
REFUNDS AND CANCELLATIONS
Check your receipt for applicable refund
policies. Programs will take place rain or
shine. If a program is canceled by park
staff, you will be notified and refunded
accordingly.

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Applications are considered on the basis
of financial need and funds available.
Call for details.

REFUNDS
Check your receipt for applicable
refund policies. If a program is canceled
by park staff, you will be notified and a
full refund or credit will be issued upon
your request.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

First class carnival, vintage rides featured at County Fair
County fairs – they’re all alike,
right? Not at all. Although it’s true
most county fairs have animals, entertainment, food, and a carnival, there is
a big difference in fairs. It’s the unique
quality of those characteristics that distinguish a truly special fair.
It was the dream of Dick Ames to
have a great, family-friendly fair and
to have attractions that would develop
the Scott County Fair into something
to be proud of. Through his gifts, hard
work, and graciousness, Dick realized
that dream before he passed away in
January.
One of the big improvements Dick
negotiated for the Fair was the addition
of Gold Star Amusements in 2015. Dick
invited Mike Featherston, the owner of
Gold Star Amusements, to bring his
first-class carnival to the Scott County

Fair. Dick had just purchased a restored
vintage carousel from Gold Star, which
he then donated to the Fair to keep company with the beautifully restored Ferris
Wheel that Ames had donated in 2012.
Gold Star Amusements is a six-generation family business, with its headquarters in Faribault, Minnesota (the
city where Tilt-A-Whirl rides were first
manufactured). They bring their carnivals to fairs all over the country, but
only a handful of Minnesota county
fairs are privileged to have Gold Star
Amusements. The Fair Board feels very
fortunate to have their rides and games
at our fair.
Gold Star will be back at the Scott
County Fair this summer with many
rides, including the popular Ring of
Fire, Sizzler, and a new fun house attraction: “CooCoo Haus.” Be sure to
watch for chances to get your advance
ride tickets and for opportunities to win
ride tickets and wristbands on contests
on Facebook and Instagram.
When you are at the Scott County
Fair (July 24-28), be sure to check out
our first-class carnival and the vintage
Ferris wheel and carousel. You will be
glad that you did!

ENTER YOUR ITEMS IN THE SCOTT COUNTY FAIR!
No entry fee and increased premiums
Exhibiting is as easy as 1-2-3!
Go to: https://scottcountyfair.
org/forms/creative-artseducation-horticultureregistration/
NEW in 2019: Pie and Carrot
Cake Contest, Saturday,
July 27

Rabbits owners can train their pets a variety of skills in the rabbit agility
project. They will then be able to enter their rabbit in an obstacle course-style
race at the County Fair to showcase their skills.

Learn to teach a rabbit
tricks in 4-H agility project
Dick Ames donated the carousel and
Ferris Wheel to the Scott County Fair
and he negotiated a contract to bring
Gold Star Amusements to the Fair in
Jordan.

Law Library News

Youth across Scott County are invited to attend an interest meeting for the
4-H rabbit agility project. The meeting,
which will be held April 28 at 4 p.m., is
open to all youth in grades 3 and above.
The rabbit agility project combines a
rabbit’s natural curiosity for jumping
and exploring with their ability to be
trained. With practice, youth can train
their rabbits to compete in an obstacle
course-style race, with an option to
showcase their rabbit at the County Fair.

The rabbit agility interest meeting
will provide information about eligible
breeds, required equipment, and getting
started with rabbit agility. Youth will
continue to meet throughout the spring
and summer to train, problem solve, and
learn from one another. For more information about the interest meeting or any
other animal science project, contact
Sarah Odendahl, 4-H Program Coordinator, at (952) 492-5384 or sodendah@
umn.edu.

Updated website offers free legal assistance
It’s always exciting when there’s a new and better
resource for people with legal problems. At the Law
Library, we see people all the time that can’t afford (or
don’t want) to hire an attorney, and/or do not meet the
eligibility requirements for Legal Aid.
LawHelpMn.org might just have exactly what they
need. LawHelpMN has just redesigned and rebuilt their
website. The Fact Sheets, booklets, and do-it-yourself
forms are still there, but they have added some pretty
terrific new features. There is now a navigational tool
designed to give the user a customized set of self-help
resources and referrals to address their specific legal
problem. The new tool is the LawHelpMN Guide. The

Guide narrows down the legal problem by asking a
series of simple questions. It also assesses potential
eligibility for free services offered through legal aid
organizations. The Guide is easy to use and offers
many resources. You can find the Guide at https://
www.lawhelpmn.org/lawhelpmn-guide.
The new website also offers a list of providers
and clinics. This can be found at the bottom of the
Home page under Providers and Clinics: https://www.
lawhelpmn.org/providers-and-clinics.
Find help by choosing your legal topic, then selecting Scott County and the type of service you are seeking. It will compile a list for you.

It’s always wise to know what authority is behind
any website. LawHelpMN has stellar creditionals –
it’s part of Legal Services State Support. It is a project
of the Minnesota Legal Services Coalition (MLSC),
an association dedicated to offering legal assistance to
low income Minnesotans. State Support’s mission is
“to improve access to justice for all Minnesotans.”
If you have any questions about the clinics we offer
or need help navigating the new LawHelpMN website,
contact the Scott County Law Library at (952) 4968713 or lawlib@scottlib.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make
the Scott County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to
you and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE
“news you can use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and programs,
and other things you might want to know – such
as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After
all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To
forge new and innovative ways in which government
entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service
while making the most of limited resources.”

to collect the items and ensure they are disposed of
in a manner that is appropriate for the environment.
Other items that are too good to throw away can be
donated to families transitioning from homelessness
to an apartment or a house.
Members of the Savage Rotary will be onsite to
accept usable furniture and other items on behalf of
Bridging, Inc. Bridging is a non-profit organization
that benefits individuals and families in need. Savage
Community Park is located at 13500 Dakota Avenue
South, north of County Road 42 and along the west
side of County Road 27. A complete list of accepted
and unaccepted items and fees is available online at
cityofsavage.com or on a flyer available at City Hall.
For more information or questions, contact the City at
Last year, over 1,500 people had fun while making (952) 882-2660.
a difference at Service Day Saturday in Savage.
This year’s event will be held on April 13.

families and residents
can participate in over
a dozen, simple activities that will help local
non-profits. Last year,
an estimated 1,500 people attended and over
10,000 people were
helped in some way by
this event. In between
volunteering, there will
be all kinds of fun, including: Free hotdog
lunch with firefighters Attendees can complete
(while supply lasts); dozens of quick, hands-on
ice cream treats; art service projects that help
projects; face painting; local non-profits.
chair massages; Red Cross blood drive; police cars and
Volunteers of all ages assisted with the Spring
fire trucks; pet adoptions; and shuttle rides around the
Clean Up Water event last year in Prior Lake.
city campus
Non-profits will be at Service Day that can use your
From the Prior Lake-Spring Lake donations
to help others. Bring these needed items to
Watershed District:
the event or drop them off at Savage City Hall starting
April 8 anytime between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.: Nonperishable food; used shoes- any size or type; brown
paper grocery bags; gently used children’s books;
coins and bills (every $50 will provide a goat to proThe Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District and vide sustainable income).
the City of Prior Lake are once again hosting their anFor more information, visit servicedaysaturday.
nual Spring Clean Water Clean-Up event on Sunday, wix.com/savage or find us on Facebook.
April 28, from 9 - 11:30 a.m. This time it will be held
at Fish Point Park in Prior Lake. Volunteers are needed
to help rake leaves and remove move buckthorn from
The City of Savage will be holding its annual Arbor
the park. Last spring’s volunteers removed 1.78 tons
Day
celebration on Saturday, April 27 from 10 a.m. to
of buckthorn and other woody debris and raked over
12
noon
at the McColl Pond Environmental Learning
1.23 tons of leaves – all in just a few short hours!
and
Event
Center (ELC) -- 13550 Dakota Avenue.
Rain washes leaves, grass clippings, and other orVolunteers
are needed to assist with nature acganic matter down street gutters into the storm drains
tivities,
serve
refreshments,
and more. To volunteer,
and end up in our lakes. Though it might seem counplease
contact
Jon
Allen
at
(952)
224-3441 or jallen@
ter-intuitive, when these natural materials are released
ci.savage.mn.us.
A
complete
list
of
activities is availinto the lake, they break down and release phosphorus
able
at
cityofsavage.com/arbor-day!
which feeds algae. Algae bloom can be a serious threat
to water quality, aquatic life, property values, and
water recreation. Buckthorn is a non-native, invasive
species which can take over wooded areas, crowding
out native plants and degrading wildlife habitat. The
good news is that residents can take action in their own
communities!
Volunteers are asked to register in advance for this
family-friendly event and to bring their own rakes.
Sign up for this free event at www.plslwd.org or by
calling the Watershed District at (952) 447-4166. Local businesses have generously provided door prizes,
and light snacks will be served. In the case of poor
weather, the event will be held the following weekend
Savage residents my bring unwanted appliances,
(on May 5) at the same time and place.

Community Spring Clean-Up
is April 28 in Prior Lake

Arbor Day celebration April 27

electronics, furniture, and more to Recycling Day.

From Savage:

Service Day Saturday, April 13
-- city-wide volunteer day

Service Day Saturday is a free and fun community
event that will take place on April 13 from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on the Savage City Campus. This youth-led event
is a day when businesses, organizations, faith groups,

Savage Recycling Day set for
May 4, 8 a.m. - noon

The annual Savage Recycling Day is Saturday, May
4 at Savage Community Park. This City-sponsored
event provides residents an opportunity to discard
unwanted appliances, electronics, furniture, yard
waste and other items for a reasonable fee. The City
contracts with local garbage and recycling companies

NOTE: Paper shredding is not part of Recycle Day.
The annual citywide shredding event will be held in
September.

From Shakopee:

Seniors invited to May 3
Volunteer Fair

Looking to give back to your community? Do you
have time you looking to fill?
Shakopee Parks and Recreation invites seniors 55
and over to a Volunteer Fair from 9 a.m. to noon on
Friday, May 3 to learn of the many businesses and
organizations in Shakopee who are seeking the many
skill sets of our active older adults. This free event will
be held at the Shakopee Community Center.
Registration is required using code VF 503 at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/registration. Deadline is April 26.

Easter Egg Hunt is April 13

You are cordially invited by the Easter Bunny to the
annual Easter Egg Hunt & Candy Grab at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, April 13 at the Community Center and
Muenchow Fields. Enjoy egg hunts by age at 11 a.m.
with activities, games, crafts, prizes, and more. Be
sure to bring your Easter basket.
This free event is held rain, snow, or shine! The event
is scheduled to take place outdoors but will be moved
inside if inclement weather. Please be on time -- the
egg hunt is over quickly. Additional activities take
place after the hunt is concluded.
The Easter Egg Hunt is sponsored by Shakopee Parks
and Recreation and the Shakopee Jaycees.

Shakopee Ice Arena to host
NHL Alumni Hockey game

Join local hockey legends as they take the ice in
support of the Parkinson’s community as part of the
annual NHL Alumni Hockey game on Saturday, April
13 at Shakopee Ice Arena, 1225 Fuller St. S.
The NHL Alumni Hockey game offers an opportunity for hockey fans to meet and skate with NHL
players, participate in the kids’ skills competition, and
experience an exhibition game between players and local youth hockey coaches. Proceeds benefit the Parkinson’s Foundation Minnesota.
Tickets are on sale for $20 at the Shakopee Ice Arena or online at www.parkinson.org/Minnesota/NHL.

Clean Up Day for city, township
residents is April 27

Residents of Shakopee, Jackson Township, and
Louisville Township will have the opportunity to recycle and discard old and unusable items during the
city’s annual Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 27. The
event runs from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. behind the Shakopee Public Works building, 400 Gorman St., Shakopee.
Enter off Fourth Avenue. A list of accepted and nonaccepted items, as well as costs, is available at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/cleanupday.
In addition, Shakopee Rotary will also be collect-

SCALE NEWS to next page
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Water safety is a high priority

It’s been a cold and snowy winter, but before we know it, many of our local
families will be headed out with their boats and kayaks, or to swim at local pools
and beaches for well-deserved fun and relaxation. As your Sheriff, safety always
remains a top priority -- and I want to remind you that there are many precautions
you can take to prepare yourself and your family for a fun, safe day by the water.
Throughout the year, our deputies patrol our lakes and portions of the Minnesota
River to ensure residents are safe and following Minnesota rules and regulations,
and local ordinances. In addition to enforcement, another important part of our job
is providing educational opportunities through partnerships with schools and other
community organizations, and especially to our youth. You can help us keep kids
safe by discussing water safety with your children and practicing safe water habits
yourself.
If you’re thinking of heading to the water, please be cautious and use good judgment. Some safety tips to consider:
• Wear your lifejacket (PFD).
• Learn CPR.
• Provide children with swim lessons.
• Never swim alone.
• Don’t dive into water unless you’re sure of the depth.
• Know your limits -- don’t overexert yourself.
• Avoid drinking alcohol during water activities, including swimming, diving,
and boating. Do not drink while supervising children. The risk is high, and
the consequences can be lethal.
• Do not leave children unattended around water. This includes wading pools
and bathtubs.
• Let people know where you’re going and when you expect to return. Enjoy
the activities with a friend or in a group.
The Minnesota River is flowing at or above normal due to the historic snowfall
this winter, and this creates dangerous situations on the water. When we have high
water levels like we do right now, the river becomes a safety concern. We ask that,
when you are near or on the water, to think about the following precautions:
• Don’t attempt to float on the river on something that isn’t designed for swift/
rapid waters.
• Be aware there can be slow-moving currents underneath what may look calm
on the surface.
• Know what hazards exist in the river. Slippery or uneven river bottoms
and underwater currents can sweep you off your feet. Debris such as trees,
branches, and logs can trap you under water. Be cautious of sudden drop-offs.
• Be aware that water temperatures can be extremely cold below the surface.
Air temperatures may feel hot and the water may feel or appear warm but can
be extremely cold, allowing hypothermia to set it and overwhelm even the
strongest of swimmers.
If you have specific questions that you would like answered or if you would like
a representative from Sheriff’s Office to speak to your community or organization
about child water safety, please feel free to contact me anytime using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625;
via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail or in person at Scott County Sheriff’s
Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

4-H thanks adult volunteers
National Volunteer Week is April
7-13. Scott County 4-H staff and youth
send deep gratitude to all of its volunteers, who provide thousands of hours
of mentorship and support.
From first-time volunteers to those
who have participated for many years,
our program is grateful for your support
and dedication. 4-H programs would
not be possible without adult volunteers to help guide and support youth.
In a recent survey of 4-H members, 63
percent of Scott County youth said our
community is different because of their
involvement in 4-H - that starts with our
volunteers!
Scott County 4-H’s adult volunteer
roster has grown by nearly 18 percent
already this program year (October
2018 - September 2019) over the previous year. That means stronger clubs,

Census committee
gears up for 2020

Rather than each city and township (as well as the County) engaging
in 2020 Census activities individually,
SCALE has provided an efficient way
to share and collect address data for
census administration, review census
tract boundaries, and establish a single
Complete Count Committeee (CCC).
The Scott County CCC, which met for
the first time in March, will help build
awareness of the importance of the
2020 Census across the County. CCCs
are getting formed in cities and counties
across Minnesota to:
•

•

•

Utilize local knowledge,
influence, and resources to educate
communities and promote the
census through locally based,
targeted outreach efforts.
Provide a vehicle for coordinating
and nurturing cooperative efforts
between tribal, state, and local
governments; communities; and
the Census Bureau.
Help the Census Bureau get
a complete count in 2020

ing unwanted furniture and household
items for Bridging, Inc. Drop off items
for Bridging between the Public Works
and Engineering buildings from 7:30 to
11:30 a.m.

Drop off yard waste for
free on Sundays

Tee It Up golf event scheduled

Mark your calendars! The Scott County Drug Prevention Task Force
and ChooseNotToUse will be hosting their 13th Annual Tee It Up For the
Task Force Fundraiser on Sept. 6, 2019 at Stonebrooke Golf Club. This
annual event features raffles, a ball drop, live auction, golfing, and much
more. The fee of $125 per golfer includes 18 holes of golf, the use of a
cart, and lunch. Sponsorships are also available. For further information
or to register, please contact Kathy Welter at (952) 388-9750 or kwelter@
co.scott.mn.us

through partnerships with local
governments and community
organizations.
The Scott County CCC is comprised
of a broad spectrum of government and
community leaders from education,
business, faith organizations, and local
government. These trusted voices will
develop and implement a 2020 Census
awareness campaign based upon their
knowledge of different areas of Scott
County to encourage a response. Some
activities could include participating in
2020 Census rallies or parades, coordinating 2020 Census unity youth forums,
hosting Interfaith breakfasts and weekend events, and helping recruit census
workers when jobs become available.
The primary goal of the 2020 Census
is to count everyone once, only once,
and in the right place. If you would like
to learn more about the 2020 Census, or
become a member of the Scott County
2020 Census CCC, please contact staff
liaison Brad Davis at (952)426-5901 or
bdavis@co.scott.mn.us

SCALE News
From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

Sheriff Luke Hennen reminds parents and youngsters that there are many
precautions they can take to prepare for safe, fun outings by water.

increased opportunities, and a bigger
impact in Scott County. Many of these
new volunteers were introduced to 4-H
by a current volunteer, yet another way
adult volunteers support the program.
If you are not a screened volunteer
and want to support the program, you
can find out more by visiting z.umn.
edu/volunteerfor4h or contacting Sarah
Odendahl, 4-H Program Coordinator, at
(952) 492-5384 or sodendah@umn.edu.

Done with your spring cleaning and
need a place to drop off your yard waste?
Beginning April 7, the SMSC Organics
Recycling Facility will be hosting its
free Spring Yard Waste Drop-Off every Sunday through May 26, excluding
Easter on April 21. Scott County residents and SMSC employees and team
members can stop by 1905 Mystic Lake
Drive South in Shakopee from 8 a.m. –
2 p.m. to drop off unwanted grass and
plant clippings, leaves, mulch, brush,
and dirt. A Scott County ID or SMSC
badge must be shown at the gate. Visit
smscorf.com for more information.

Celebrate EMS Week
with MPS

Grill out with Mdewakanton Public Safety in celebration of Emergency
Medical Services Week on May 22. Join

From Page 11

the SMSC’s full-time, professional fire
and ambulance department for lunch
from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. and enjoy chargrilled hot dogs, brats, and burgers.
Located at 2525 Flandreau Trail NW in
Prior Lake, MPS hosts this annual barbecue to bring together local medical
personnel and members of the greater
community to honor the dedication of
those who provide emergency medical
services. Stop by for a delicious lunch
and to say thanks to the local medical professionals who work around the
clock to save lives. Learn more at mdfire.org.

Shop local at Mazopiya

Shop smart at Mazopiya’s Summer
Kickoff event. From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, June 1, Mazopiya will invite local vendors and members of the
greater community to celebrate healthy,
organic foods. With samples, demonstrations, and classes available throughout the afternoon, you’ll find out why
buying and eating naturally is good for
your body and the Earth. See the full list
of event details at mazopiya.com.
All enterprises are owned and operated by your neighbor, the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community. To
learn more about the SMSC, please visit
shakopeedakota.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Memories of Mudcura include menu, mud baths

By Bill Morgan

During the winter of 1944-45,
my mother and I suffered from lung
congestion and chronic colds. At
our doctor’s suggestion, Mother arranged for us to spend seven days at
Mudcura, a sanatorium-spa located
near Shakopee, Minnesota. The experience is something I’ve never forgotten, in part because I celebrated
my 12th birthday there.

Standing in a wooded area, Mudcura’s three-story, red brick building,
spacious front lawn, and circular drive
made an impressive image to newly arriving patients.
Inside, large dormitory-style rooms
were filled with zinc-lined troughs
where pipes—resembling cement chutes
-- emitted hot mud that, foot to neck,
covered naked patients. For an hour, a
person lay beneath the mud while this

A brief history

Mudcura opened its doors in 1908
and closed in 1951. Although it
had a Shakopee address, it was
actually located near the river
bottoms in Chanhassen Township.
The facility included 27 bedrooms
for up to 50 guests. Mud baths and
baths in the springs were used to
treat arthritis, rheumatism, gout,
neuralgia, asthma, skin or nervous
diseases, kidney problems, and even
alcoholism. In 1951, the facility was
sold to the Black Franciscans, Order
of the Friars Minor Conventual and
was renamed Assumption Seminary.
Currently, Mudcura is part of a
property owned by the Minnesota
DNR and known as Seminary Fen
Scientific and Natural Area.

Bill Morgan recalls his time as a 12 year old “patient” at Mudcura, a sanatoriumspa located near the river bottoms in what was Chanhassen Township.

crude “natural” process theoretically
sucked out bodily impurities.
Behind Mudcura’s building stood a
landscaped garden with concrete human
and cherub statuary, designed for contemplative walks between treatments.
Beyond the garden walls in a large field
lay huge supplies of dirt.
Mudcura had not been designed for
entertaining a 12-year-old boy. One day,
while walking around the grounds trying
to find something to do, I met the drayman whose job it was to load dirt and
transport it by wagon to the sanatorium.
A single memory can form an image that stays in the mind forever. One
such image occurred at Mudcura. The
drayman and I are sitting on a wooden
wagon seat, getting ready to enter the

nearby field to collect dirt. Behind us
is a sun-burnished barn wall where the
tractor and wagon are stored. Bright
light surrounds me on this magnificent
April morning. Never having ridden in
a tractor-pulled mudwagon, I felt like a
young prince.
As the only youngster at Mudcura
that week, I was an early-morning favorite with many patients but an afternoon nuisance for others when, according to the rules, everyone was expected
to take an afternoon nap. The window
of our cell-like room looked out upon
a grove of pines. Standing by the window, I battled Mother -- who was trying to rest -- until, reluctantly, she let me
go downstairs to play. A tandem swing
on the front lawn -- whose continual

squeak awakened patients — was my
sole source for play.
Some of my restlessness stemmed
from Mudcura’s diet. Besides mud
treatment and rest, the spa’s third rule
for good health was a regimen of soup,
raw carrots, and large servings of lettuce. Luckily, a glass case in the lobby
housed Milky Ways and Butterfingers
-- a source of energy that sustained me
through the week.
Mother and I were faced with another dilemma: Within which mudbath
area -- men’s or women’s -- should I
be assigned? Though Mother wanted
me close by, it soon became apparent
that several women, naked underneath
their robes, were uncomfortable sharing
space with a male. Allowing a young
boy to mingle among men made Mother
anxious. Authorities finally stepped in
and told Mother to let me join the men.
After an initial fear of total entombment
passed, I grew accustomed to, and enjoyed, the mud’s steaming warmth and
even its deep rich smell.
To a twelve-year-old, Mudcura represented a bizarre trip into the larger
world that lay beyond Pipestone, Minnesota. Mother swore that our respiratory problems disappeared for months
after leaving Mudcura, but ever since I
have questioned the legitimacy of Mudcura’s medical philosophy.11
In the 1990s, when I was writing my
autobiography, I included my Mudcura
experience.2 I knew that Mudcura had
closed, but I wanted to see if the building was still standing. When I got to
Shakopee, I found Mudcura’s walls covered with graffiti. Piles of empty bottles
told me the place was a favorite party
site. Bulldozers had already begun leveling a part of the once splendid building. Climbing the stairs to the second
floor, I found -- as close as I could tell
-- the room Mother and I shared back
in 1945. The whole scene brought back
memories that for decades had remained
sealed.
About the Author: Bill Morgan retired from St. Cloud State University in
2000. He taught American Studies with
a specialty in the history of American
architecture. For years, he wrote a column for the St. Cloud Times on local
history, architecture, and preservation.
He and his wife, Judy, live in Sartell,
Minnesota.

Henry P. Fischer, a Canadian physician,
discovered sulfur springs in nearby Carver
County and established Mudcura in 1908.
According to its charter, Mudcura provided
treatment “especially for those suffering
from rheumatism and skin, kidney, and
nerve diseases.” (Patricia Engelmann, “The
Tradition of Healing Water,” unpublished
essay, American Studies Program, St.
Cloud State University, 1992, 4). The
sanitorium closed in 1956.
1.

2. William Towner Morgan, Salt Lantern:
Traces of an American Family (Iowa City:
U. of Iowa Press) 16-20.

Pet shelter

shifts, sometimes staying late, helping
to not only work with the animals but
also keep the area and kennels clean.
She said the animals were also a joy
-- some big and small dogs -- “but the
dog that ruled the roost was a Teacup
Chihuahua,” said Madsen. “If the Chihuahua was happy then all the dogs
were happy.”
The cats were reportedly calm, but
the kitten was full of energy, loved
to play, and purred all the time, said
Madsen.
This was the first time Scott County

Continued from Page 1

had ever set up a pet shelter. Following
the last major hurricane, a federal mandate was put in place that in an emergency situation when a human shelter is
opened for an evacuation, a shelter must
be opened for pets as well. The Scott
County Emergency Management Team
had a drill last May to test its capabilities of setting up a pet shelter.
Anyone who would like to volunteer
for future emergency disaster situations
can sign up at www.scottvolunteers.com
or call 952-496-8169 for information.

Lisa Brazelton, Kory, Emma, and Mia Zauhar, and friend Gwen Bellomy
volunteered during a shift at the pet shelter. They are pictured with Ruby the
Teacup Chihuahua.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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U of M students seek solutions
for challenges facing County

Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Court ruling may impact health
benefits related to Blue Water Navy

Most Vietnam Navy veterans are aware that Blue Water ships have been excluded by the VA for presumptive exposure to Agent Orange. The VA has interpreted
the law to mean “boots on the ground” or “ships operating on inland waterways
(brown water)” to meet the criteria for exposure to Agent Orange. A recent decision by the Federal Circuit Court Appeals, Procopio vs Wilkie, might change how
the VA must administer the law. The Court held that the Republic of Vietnam
includes the territorial waters of Vietnam. This means ships that operated within
12 nautical miles of Vietnam have to be granted presumptive exposure to Agent
Orange.
The VA has filed a motion to stay implementation. This suspends final action
on claims affected by the Procopio decision, while the VA evaluates the court decision. The VA has 90 days to determine whether or not they will appeal this decision
to the Supreme Court. If they appeal to the Supreme Court, veterans will have to
wait for their decision; if not, the Circuit Court decision becomes the new law.
This is obviously good news for veterans who served on board ships in Vietnam,
no matter what branch of service, if the decision becomes law. So, what may this
mean for you? Claims filed until the Court decision is settled will be processed
under the current interpretation of the law. (We are being directed to submit Intent
to File claims. This is not a formal claim and only informs the VA the claimant
intends to file a claim within one year and establishes an effective date of claim.)
If you are a veteran or widow of a veteran who served on board Navy ships in
Vietnam and have a disease the VA has determined to be caused by Agent Orange,
you should contact our office. If you have filed a claim for disability benefits in the
past related to Agent Orange, and have been denied by the VA because you were
considered Blue Water Navy, you should contact our office. Remember: Exposure
to Agent Orange is not in and of itself a disability, you must have a diagnosed
medical condition related to the exposure. Go to www.va.gov and search “Agent
Orange” for the list of diseases.
I’m certain many veterans and dependents will have questions regarding this
article. Please call our office for information on how to proceed – you can reach
us at (952) 496-8176.

This winter marks the midway point
for Scott County’s partnership with the
University of Minnesota’s Resilient
Communities Project (RCP). With the
end of fall semester, over 30 students
from across the University presented
their research findings to project leads
and stakeholders. Students presented
findings on how changes to state eminent domain laws have impacted the
cost and settlement rates for county
highway projects, the effectiveness of
employer-assisted housing in attracting
and retaining a local workforce, and the
potential impacts of autonomous vehicles on land use and transportation systems in the county.
Another project this fall focused on
ways of sharing early childhood data between county programs and area school
districts. More and more communities
across the nation are discovering that
better data sharing, tracking, and coordination among early childhood programs could strengthen planning, collaboration, accountability, and achievement of child outcomes. Second-year U
of M law student Sarah LeNeave and
County Library Director Jake Grussing
convened a group of County and local school district staff to discuss legal
implications surrounding sharing early
childhood data. The group plans to continue to meet to determine how best to
use data to support children and families in the County while also exploring
ethical considerations. The research will
continue through spring semester when
a group of Public Affairs students in-

2019 GENERAL NOTICE

TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS WEEDS
UPON YOUR PROPERTY IN SCOTT COUNTY

Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of April 2019, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83
Subd. 1 (2018), that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on
land they own, occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful
method, but the methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds
and other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General Notice may mean that an
individual notice will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to
the appeal committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with the individual notice
will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge
against the person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax
upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are
noxious and a list of the members of the appeal committee from the County Designated Employee or local weed
inspector. The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors and/or their appointed assistants.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS

BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Dale Stier, Chair
David Entinger, Supervisor
Tony Kornder, Supervisor
BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
John Busse, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor
CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
Chris Kostik, Chair
Al Novak, Vice Chair
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor
Paul Howe, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Robert Puncochar, Vice Chair
Joe Capaul, Supervisor
Joe Lambrecht, Chairman
HELENA TOWNSHIP

John Wermerskirchen,
Supervisor
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Ed Nytes, Chair

SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
Chad Sandey, Chair
Bill Schneider, Supervisor
Bruce Hunstad, Supervisor

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor
Tom Gillham, Supervisor

ST. LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
Ted Kornder, Supervisor
Ronald Symanitz, Supervisor
Les Quatmann, Supervisor

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
John Weckman, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
Robert Pieper, Supervisor

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Ted Kowalski, Chair
Doug Berens, Supervisor

NEW MARKET TWSHP.
Doug DuSold, Vice Chair
Steve Schultz, Supervisor
Harry Anderson, Supervisor
Doug Quast, Chair
Jeff Krueger, Supervisor

CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Christopher G. Meyer, Mayor

ELKO NEW MARKET
Joe Julius, Mayor
CITY OF JORDAN
Tanya Velishek, Mayor
CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Kirt Briggs, Mayor
CITY OF SAVAGE
Janet Williams, Mayor
CITY OF SHAKOPEE
Bill Mars, Mayor

Nick Reishus, Scott County Environmental Services
Environmentalist: Designated County Employee for
Noxious Weed Control and Enforcement, (952) 4968707, nreishus@co.scott.mn.us

To view the Minnestoa 2019 Noxious Weed List please visit https://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants-insects/minnesota-noxious-weed-list. If you have any of the Noxious Weeds listed above on your property, Scott County and the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s (SWCD) first priority is to work together with landowners, both public
and private, through education and outreach to help prevent new Noxious Weeds infestations while working together
to eradicate and control those weeds that are already established.
If you have complaints regarding a noxious weed issue, your first point of contact should be either your township
or city office. However, you can also contact the Scott County Noxious Weed Designated Employee, Nick Reishus,
at (952) 496-8707 or via email at nreishus@co.scott.mn.us. If you have questions with noxious weed identification or
would like more educational information on prevention, eradication, or control, please call the Scott SWCD at (952)
492-5425.

terested in education policy and reform
will pick up the project and build on LeNeave’s findings.
Looking ahead to spring semester,
there are several new topics being investigated. A team of students will be
focusing on how the County can more
effectively manage household waste.
Another student will be assisting County staff evaluate the cost of providing
local government services for different
rural land uses. Another spring semester
project will look at alternative methods
for property assessments.
U of M Housing Studies students
will use research gathered by Public
Affairs students from fall semester to
inform how tenant and landlord educational programming can be used to
increase landlord participation in rental
assistance programs. Another housing
project will look at creating a community land trust to promote homeownership
for lower-income households.
Public Policy students will be partnering with staff in the Public Health
department to analyze policies and ordinances in the County’s cities and townships that either support or hinder active living practices, such as walking to
school or biking to the store.
To learn more about the Scott County’s partnership with the U of M’s Resilient Communities Project, or about the
End-of-Year Celebration planned for
May 9 at Coffman Memorial Union on
the U of M campus, go to
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1812/
Resilient-Communities-Project.

Farmers complete
beef quality
assurance
certification

Now more than
ever, beef consumers are asking how the
beef they are purchasing was raised. As a
direct result, companies are seeking to answer this question.
Over the past year,
cattlemen and women have been asked to voluntarily
complete Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) program in
order to market their cattle to certain processors. BQA
certification is designed to enhance quality by preventing drug residues, injection-site blemishes and bruises,
as well as encourage proper cattle handling and record
keeping. BQA is valuable to all beef and dairy producers because it demonstrates a commitment to food
safety and quality while safeguarding the public image
of beef and dairy industry. Additionally, voluntarily
participating in the BQA program protects the beef
industry from additional and burdensome government
regulation by demonstrating a commitment to implement scientifically sound cattle management practices.
This past winter, the University of Minnesota Extension in Scott, Carver, Le Sueur, Blue Earth, Rice,
and Steele Counties worked in tandem with the Minnesota Beef Council to provide training to over 400
cattlemen and women of whom 75 were from Scott
and Carver Counties. As a consumer, be assured that
cattle farmers are dedicated to improved cattle management practices that ensure a safe, wholesome, and
healthy beef supply for your dinner table.
BQA Certification is ongoing, so if you are a cattle farmer who would like this training, contact Colleen Carlson at the Scott County Extension office at
(952)492-5386.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Backyard poultry workshop planned

Are you having issues with your
poultry? Predators, pests, and disease can greatly impact your small
ﬂock! Join U of M experts to review
some of the challenges and solutions for small-scale and backyard
poultry. This workshop is designed
for beginning chicken keepers in
urban and rural settings.

April 13, 9:30 a.m.

Elko New Market Library, 110 J.
Roberts Way, Elko New Market
Cost: $10 per person or $20.00
per household (max 3)
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Historical Society hosts
exhibits, craft events
Play Ball! Sports in Scott County

-- Explore the rich history of Townball
and High School sports -- check out
photos and stats in the dugout, try on
replica vintage jerseys, take a selfie
in the “winners” platform, make your
own baseball card, and lots more. On
display through February 2020.
Please pre-register by April 10
Contact: Colleen Carlson at (952)
492-5386 or email traxl042@umn.
edu.
Tools of the Trade -- Discover
how tools, from pepper shakers to
pitchforks, reflect the needs of society
and influence daily life. Exhibit created
by SCHS intern, Karly Lunda, and is
on display through April 2019.

April 11, 6:30 – 8 p.m., Second
Thursday -- DIY Wooden Bird
Door Knocker: SCHS. Join us
for the inaugural
event of our new
2nd Thursday
series! Learn a
bit about birds in
Scott County, then
assemble and paint
your own wooden
bird knocker!
Cost: $10, $8 for
SCHS members.
Register by calling Make a
(952) 445-0378
wooden bird
door knocker
or email info@
scottcountyhistory. April 11.
org.
April 18 & May 16, 3 – 5 p.m.,
All Things Minnesota Book Club:
SCHS. All Things Minnesota book
club meets on the third Thursday
of every month. April’s selection is
North Country:
The Making
of Minnesota
by Lethert
Wingerd. All
are welcome to
attend!
April 25 & May 23, 6 – 8 p.m.,
Scott County Crazy Quilters:
SCHS. Come join us and work on
a crazy quilt,
or any other
hand-stitched
project. All handcrafters at all
levels of skill are
welcome.
April 27, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m., April
Kids Kraft: Earth Day Butterﬂy
Feeders, SCHS. Come celebrate
Earth Day with a special Kids
Kraft. Make
a butterfly
feeder to
hang in your
yard, then
gather in
the galleries
to read a
book about
planet earth. Free, but registration
is required: call (952) 445-0378 or
visit scottcountyhistory.org

May 3, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, Shakopee
Active Older Adult Volunteer Fair,
Shakopee Community Center. Visit
the SCHS booth at the volunteer
fair and find out how you can
become involved in preserving Scott
County’s history!

May 9, 6 – 7:30 p.m., 2nd
Thursday -- Historic House Tour:
SCHS. Visit the Scott County
Historical Society for a brand new
“Home is Where the Work Is” tour
of the historic Stans house focused
on domestic work. Drop in, or call
(952) 445-0378 to schedule a tour
time. Cost: $4, SCHS members free.

May 21, 1:30 p.m. -- History
of the Minnesota River Valley
Presentation: KingsPath Senior
Living, Belle Plaine. Join us for a
presentation on the unique history
of the Minnesota River Valley with
emphasis on the interaction between
people and their environment. Free,
and the public is welcome!

May 18, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m.,
Ring Ring! May Kids Kraft:
SCHS. The first telegraph was
sent by Samuel Morse on May
24, 1844. To celebrate the birth
of high-speed communication,
we are having a special telephone
themed Kids Kraft! Come try
telephones from different eras,
try your hand at Morse code, and
make your own string-and-cup
telephone. Afterwards, hear the
story “Jackrabbit McCabe and
the Electric Telegraph” by Lucy
Rozier. Free, but registration is
required: call (952)445-0378 or visit
scottcountyhistory.org
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Bare-root seedlings, native seed mixes, rain
barrels, and more will be available at the Scott
County Fairgrounds on pickup day.

SWCD tree pickup
set for April 26

If you ordered bare-root tree seedlings, native
seed mixes, rain barrels, or tree supplies through
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual tree program, they will be ready soon. If you
did not place an order, you can come to the pick-up
day and purchase most varieties of young trees and
shrubs (in bundles of 25 or 10) while supplies last.
Customers may pick up their pre-paid advance
orders and purchase additional items from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Friday, April 26, at the Scott County Fairgrounds, 7151 190 St W, Jordan (Building 18).
In addition to the Scott SWCD tree sale, residents are invited to bring in well water samples for
nitrate testing during tree pick-up hours.
For questions or more information, please call
(952) 492-5425 or visit www.scottswcdtrees.com.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SWCD offers
free raingarden
workshop April 18

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District is
hosting a free workshop at the Spring Lake Town Hall
on Thursday, April 18 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. to teach you
the basics of planting a raingarden.
A rain garden is a small basin of colorful native
plants that add beauty to your yard while collecting
stormwater runoff from your roof, lawn, and driveway.
The workshop will give you step-by-step instructions to help you successfully plan and plant a raingarden. An incentive of $250 to $750 may be available
to help offset the costs of plants, compost, and labor
when you install your raingarden.
The workshop is free, but registration is requested. Register at scottswcd.org or by calling the Scott
SWCD office at (952) 492-5425.

Meghan Darley of the SWCD shows the
demonstration raingarden at the Fairgrounds.

Live native garden kits available
Native wildflowers and grasses are a wonderful
way to beautify your landscape while providing excellent habitat for song birds, pollinators, and all sorts of
other wildlife. A prairie garden can be planted right in
your backyard.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan will be selling native garden kits
of live plants so you can easily plant a native garden.
All of the species in the garden kits are native to Minnesota, and -- once established -- require no watering,
fertilizer, or regular mowing. Most kits include 36 live
plants, with six different species, to cover about 150
square feet. There are multiple kits to choose from,
so there sure to be a kit to match your yard and garden
ideas. Kits will be available for purchase starting May
1 at scottswcdtrees.com, or by calling the Scott SWCD

office. Customers may pick up their pre-paid advance
orders in early June at the Scott County Fairgrounds.
If you have questions about which native garden kit is
the one for you, call the Scott SWCD office at (952)
492-5425.

Follow lawn care tips
to keep water clean
With any luck, Old Man Winter
2018-19 has finally moved out. At last,
we are able to get outside and spend
some time in the yard. Along with all
the barbeques, games of catch, and playing with the dog comes yard maintenance. Remember that how we care for
our yards affects the health of our rivers,
lakes, and wetlands. Water conservation
is not only about using less water, but
also about keeping that water clean and
free from pollution. Follow these yard
care tips for cleaner water this spring:
•

•

Community groups can get grants for clean water projects.

Grant funds available for
clean water projects
Do you have an idea of how you
could bring your community together to
work for clean water? There are grant
funds available to help turn this idea
into reality.
Projects can include cleanup events,
invasive species removal, environmental education programs and materials,
shoreline plantings, and more. Projects
can be funded for up to $2,500. The
grant money is available through the

Scott Watershed Management Organization’s (WMO) Watershed Stewards
Grant Program.
To be eligible for funding, the project
must take place within the Scott Watershed Management Organization jurisdiction. For more information, including grant requirements and application
instructions, please visit scottswcd.org
or call the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District at (952) 492-5425.

•

•

Sweep up extra salt! If there are
places where there is dry salt on
the sidewalk left over from winter,
sweep it up and save it for next
year. If left on the sidewalk, this
salt will get washed away by rain
into local waterbodies.
Pick up after pets! In addition to
containing phosphorus, pet waste
contains bacteria which can lead
to beach-closings. Bacteria from
animal waste is a growing water
quality concern, and pet waste is
a large contributor. Collect pet
waste in plastic bags and place it in
the trash.
Clean up grass clippings! When
mowing, keep grass clippings
off of sidewalks, driveways, and
streets. If clippings do stray, blow
or sweep them back onto the lawn
to be used as mulch. Please don’t
hose them into the gutter and
stormwater system!
Soak up the rain naturally!
Natural landscapes soak up rain
like a sponge. Converting excess
lawn to native plants means
longer roots, allowing rain water
to soak in. Be sure to direct your
downspouts onto your lawn and
landscaping so the rain water can

Remember to clean up after pets.

•

•

•

soak in instead of running down
your driveway into the gutter. If
you’re adventurous, you can create
a raingarden, a landscape bed with
a shallow depression designed to
capture and soak up rain water.
Catch the rain! Consider
installing a rain barrel to catch
water while it is raining, reducing
stormwater -- plus you can use that
rainwater to water your garden
during a dry spell. It is a win-win!
Water wisely! If you have a
sprinkler system, make sure it
is not running when your lawn
already has enough water. Most
lawns need just one inch of
water each week, including
rainfall. Also, make sure your
sprinkler is watering your lawn
and landscaping and not your
driveway.
Keep soil in place! Bare soil from
your yard can easily wash away
with rain and fill in wetlands,
rivers and lake bottoms. In
addition to destroying aquatic
wildlife habitat, dirt carries
phosphorus, the pollutant that turns
lakes green with algae. Cover bare
areas of your lawn with grass seed
or other perennial vegetation to
keep the ground covered.

