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Local farmer devises no-till
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Starting in mid-March, all Scott
County households will start receiving a letter in their mailbox asking
them to complete the 2020 Census
questionnaire online. The letters will
provide information about how to respond online or by phone, in English
or one of 12 other languages. Unlike
other areas across Minnesota and the
Twin Cities region (where households
might receive a paper questionnaire
first), all households in Scott County
will be invited first to complete the
survey online, because the County
has relatively high rates of internet
subscriptions as well as a younger
population.
The Scott County 2020 Census
Complete Count Committee (CCC)
will be active the next few months
spreading the word and letting people
know how important it will be to respond to these letters. Engagement
will focus particularly on neighbor-

hoods and Census tracts predicted to
be “low response” areas, based on
social and demographic factors. In
particular, residents in these areas will
be provided information on where
they can go to complete the survey
online if home internet service is not
available. One public service gearing
up for the 2020 Census is our local
libraries.
“We expect that County residents
will have questions about the Census,
especially those residents for whom
English is not their first language or
who have other barriers to responding,” said Savage librarian Stacy
Lenarz. “We anticipate increased us-

age of library computers and staff
time dedicated to answering questions about the Census and helping
people respond to it.” Lenarz said
local libraries – with computers, internet access, fact sheets, and staff
assistance – are good resources for
residents who need help responding
to the 2020 Census. Librarians have
developed a sample display, and
each Scott County library will have
fact sheets to educate and inform
customers on the Census and help
residents respond to it.
The goal of the CCC is to organize local, direct, personal outreach
efforts on the importance of the
2020 Census and ensure everyone is
counted in Scott County. In 2000, the
overall countywide mail response
rate was 88 percent. Ten years later, this response rate dropped to 84
percent – and some pockets in the
CENSUS to page 9

‘Open library’ pilot to begin in Jordan

Patrons will be able
to access facility for
extended hours

Scott County’s libraries offer a
variety of services for residents—
meeting space for local groups, Wi-Fi
and computer access, a collection of
books, movies, and music, and much
more. Historically, these resources
have been available to residents dur- The Jordan Library will be the first
ing limited staffed open hours. This Scott County Library to try the new
spring, the Scott County Library Sys- “open library” concept.
to the library beyond staffed open
tem will change that.
The library will pilot automated hours through a card reader. The techself-service technology at the Jordan nology controls and monitors buildLibrary as a way to increase customer ing entry, self-service kiosks, public
access to library resources. The li- access computers, lighting, and cambrary is in the process of installing eras. Open+ used by 800 libraries
Open+, a technology system that around the world, but only a few US
grants customers self-service access OPEN LIBRARY to page 10

Patrons will be able to scan library
cards to get access before and
after regular library hours.

Absentee voting underway for
Presidential Nomination Primary
The year 2020 is bringing a
number of changes to Scott County
elections.
On March 3, voters will have the
opportunity to participate in the Presidential Nomination Primary, Minnesota’s first since 1992. The two major
parties that have chosen to participate
are the Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Party and the Republican Party.
In order to participate, a voter must
request the ballot of the party of their
choice. If a voter refuses to select a
party, they will not be able to vote in
the presidential nomination primary.
A voter’s choice of party ballot will
be recorded and is private data. However, a list of who voted and the political party each voter selected will
be provided to the chair of each major

political party. How
a voter voted on the
ballot will be secret.
Also, the location
for in-person absentee voting has moved.
Citizens living in Belle Plaine, Elko
New Market, the Scott County portion of New Prague, and all the townships in Scott County can vote by
in-person absentee ballot at the Scott
County Public Works Building, 600
Country Trail E. Jordan.
Voters who reside in the city limits
of Shakopee, Savage, Prior Lake, or
Jordan may go to their local city hall
to absentee vote in person.
Visit www.scottcountymn.
org/677/Elections-Department for
details.

Voters will go to their regular
polling sites on March 3, when
polls will be open from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m.
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Many goals met in 2020 plan

In thinking about this column, I actually went back to take a look at what the
previous two administrators were talking about in their February/March Top of the
SCENE columns. Some of the titles were “Budget support specific goals,” “My
hope for the New Year,” “Entering a new phase,” and “Program cultivates future
leaders,” to name few.
Going all the way back to 2003, there was a very consistent theme about being
positive about a New Year. I am going to change this issue’s article up a bit and
take a look back as we enter a new decade.
I would like to share a retrospective view our planning director just provided
regarding our 2020 Comprehensive Plan, and how closely we follow the same principles today. Here are a few facts looking back:
The 2020 plan was adopted in the spring of 2001, after a 14-month subdivision
moratorium to put a freeze on rapid development. It introduced some new concepts
to our planning and growth management approach:
• Development should pay for itself – particularly related to infrastructure
necessary to serve the development;
• Staging rural/residential growth in defined areas where public
infrastructure could be planned and financed;
• Requiring developments to address stormwater runoff at pre-settlement
conditions; and
• Clustering rural/residential development in defined areas to preserve room
for future development.
These four core concepts do hold true today, and remain embedded in the recently adopted 2040 Comprehensive Plan.


We became the tenth parks and trails implementing agency in the
regional park system. The 2020 plan recommended developing a firstever, stand-alone Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan in the face of rapid
growth and increasing demand for park and trail services. By 2004, this
interim PTOS plan was adopted and paved the way for more aggressive
land acquisition at Cedar Lake Farm, Doyle-Kennefick, and Blakeley
parks and park reserves and eventually the re-establishment of the Three
Rivers – Scott County partnership. In 2019, our Parks usage continued to
grow.



We alleviated our predicted congested County Highways. The 2020
traffic model projected where congestion would be worse for motorists
travelling about the County. A map showed multiple congested segments
on our County system, including such highways as County State Aid
Highway (CSAH) 101, CSAH 17, CSAH 83, CSAH 16, CSAH 42,
and CSAH 27. By 2020, all of these road segments received major
investments in lane expansions, intersection improvements, interchanges,
or bridge expansions to improve traffic safety and alleviate congestion.
Also, a major recommendation in the 2020 transportation plan was the
extension and new alignment of CSAH 21 from CSAH 42 to TH 169.
Done.  Looking forward the 2040 traffic model shows a couple congested
corridors on the County system. The continued focus will be the regional
system.



We continued with the overall growth management approach. By
design, most of the new lots platted in the County’s unincorporated areas
(75 percent, or 1,059 out of 1,400 lots) from 2001 to 2019 occurred in the
four eastern townships that were guided for large-lot, 2½ -acre density
rural/residential development in the 2020 plan.



We outpaced regional forecasts. By 2020, the Metropolitan Council
predicted our population would be 137,910. We actually hit that mark in
2014, and the most recent estimates (2018) put us at 146,111. The 2020
Census count will likely put us 10,000-plus people over the Met Council’s
prediction. We also outpaced job growth performance, exceeding the
43,270 jobs predicted in 2020 by about 12,000-plus jobs today. We
continue to work towards our goal of 50 percent of our residents being
able to live and work in Scott County by 2030.

Effort underway to build
unique community website
Scott County businesses interested in working on an initiative to easily connect people with local jobs, find
housing, learn what’s happening in the
community, find volunteer opportunities, and get connected with fun things
to do are invited to get involved with the
development of a new website. Through
an initiative referred to as Live Learn
Earn, over 100 community stakeholders have been working to identify areas
of focus for transformational change
that is not just another standard jobs
board, but instead a fresh, new online
platform with multiple pieces of useful
information for potential and existing
employees.
In the interval between 2012 and
2018, an additional 12,255 jobs have
been created within the County—an
amazing 30 percent increase. Other economic indicators (including population,
number of new business establishments,
and people entering the workforce) have

also increased, and unemployment rates
are at all-time lows, hovering around
2.5 percent in Scott County. Population
demographics have also contributed
to challenges, as the number of Baby
Boomers leaving the workforce will
be almost equal to the number of new
workers coming in until about 2035.
There are several pressures many
Scott County employers and residents
face -- including finding talent in the
midst of a labor shortage, housing options that are affordable, and understanding how to get around the County
without a car. This new website initiative is underway to look at how to best
address these issues in a broader, more
holistic way.
To learn more, visit http://bit.ly/
ScottCounty-LiveLearnEarn or contact
Stacy Crakes, CDA Business Development Director, at scrakes@scottfss.org
or (952) 496-8613.

Calling local
mural artists
Scott County is seeking proposals for the
design and painting of a 21-foot x 18.5-foot mural
on an interior wall in the new entrance of the
Scott County Government Center.
Engaging artwork depicting current, historic,
and/or a vision of the future of
Scott County is desired.

For more information, visit
www.scottcountymn.gov/mural
Proposals for the mural should be
submitted by March 30.
Work is expected to be performed
in early 2021.

So with the update to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan completed in 2019 (and
the newly adopted five-year County Board strategic plan focusing on some of the
identified issues), I will end by saying we look forward to Delivering What Matters
to our residents and supporting the long term goal of a safe, healthy, and livable
community in the upcoming year.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through April 2020

February 18
February 25

–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting			
County Board workshop

April 7 		
April 14
April 21

–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want
to serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (2 vacancies). There
are currently two vacancies on the five-member Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
Board of Managers. The District’s mission is to manage and preserve the water resources
within the District.   The Watershed District Board of Managers establishes and oversees
the activities of the District, sets policy, guides staff, and makes key decisions on District
budgets and priorities. The Board normally meets the second Tuesday of every month
at 5 p.m. for a workshop and 6 p.m. for the Board Meeting at the Prior Lake City Hall
(unless otherwise noted). Members must reside within the Watershed District. Members are
appointed for three-year terms, and there are no term limits.  Applications must be submitted
by March 15, 2020.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large position vacancy. The Scott WMO Watershed
Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water
Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and
projects. The commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.
This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner
District 2. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee
assists in formulating programs, recommending budgets, and selecting and evaluating
the Extension staff. The University of Minnesota Extension discovers science-based
solutions, delivers practical education, and engages Minnesotans to build a better future.
The Extension Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.).
For more information on Extension, go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy
McCulloch, Extension Regional Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of Belle
Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee
(precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and
Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market,
and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee, precincts
1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1,
4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Want more information
about Scott County?
Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/list.aspx to sign up
for e-mail and/or text message alerts on everything
from County Board and Planning Advisory
Commission agendas and minutes to road and
transit updates, bid postings, emergency alerts,
and much more!

NOTIFY ME

New Board Chair, Vice Chair elected

The Scott County Board of Commissioners unanimously elected
Commissioner Dave Beer (at right) as Chair, and Commissioner Jon Ulrich
(at left) as Vice Chair, for 2020 during its Jan. 7 meeting. In related action,
Commissioner Beer recognized 2019 Board Chair Barb Weckman Brekke
(District 1) for her outstanding leadership and service throughout 2018-2019.

Beat the Oct. 1 deadline;
apply for REAL ID now
Don’t get caught in the crush of Minnesotans who will need new legal documentation to board domestic flights and
enter federal facilities beginning Oct. 1,
2020.While many Minnesotans are now
REAL ID ready, there are millions of
Minnesota driver’s license holders who
will need to decide soon if they need a
REAL ID or other acceptable form of
identification before the deadline.
Approximately 12 percent of Minnesota driver’s license and identification card holders have a REAL ID-compliant driver’s license or ID card. Others
may have current passports, a passport
card, or an Enhanced Driver’s License
that can be used to board airplanes or
enter federal facilities.
But if you don’t have one of those
acceptable forms of identification for
federal purposes. you won’t be boarding
any planes after Oct. 1. Your standard
driver’s license will not be acceptable
for identification.
“Don’t wait. If you want a REAL ID
to fly later this year, apply for one now,
and make sure you have everything you
need before you visit an office,” advises
Minnesota Department of Public Safety Driver and Vehicle Services (DPSDVS) Director Emma Corrie.

Pre-Apply Online
The best way to make sure applicants
for a REAL ID or other license type
have everything they need before they
visit a Scott County or another driver’s
license office is to pre-apply online at
drive.mn.gov. This feature allows Minnesotans to enter a significant portion
of their application online, reducing the
time they spend in the office. It also lists
the required documents for each license
type so applicants can have all necessary documents ready when they visit
their local office.
REAL ID Required Documents
Minnesotans are required to provide
additional documentation when applying for a REAL ID, compared to a standard driver’s license or ID card.
A person must provide the following
in person when applying:
• One document proving identity,
date of birth, and legal presence in
the United States. If the name on
the identity document is not the
same as a person’s current name,
a name change document must be
submitted.
• One document proving social
security number. If you have not
updated your name change with
the Social Security Administration,
you must do so prior to applying
for a Real ID.
• Two different documents proving
current residency in Minnesota.

Standard driver’s licenses will not
allow you to board domestic flights
after Oct. 1. Apply now for a new form
of acceptable identification.

Only one can be from a financial
institution. These must have
applicant’s current legal name and
current address in Minnesota. A
P.O. Box will not suffice as proof
of current residency in Minnesota.
Applicants must provide original
documents or documents certified by
the agency that issued them. Laminated
documents will not be accepted. Digital documents shown on your phone or
other electronic devices will also not be
accepted. A full list of accepted documentation is on the REAL ID website.
Renew Early
Any eligible Minnesotan can apply
for a REAL ID now, but there is a fee
in addition to the standard cost of the
license or ID card. It depends on how
early you renew.
• $2 for a renewal up to 17 months
before expiration
• $4 for a renewal 18-29 months
before expiration
• $6 for a renewal more than 29
months before expiration
When renewing early, four years
will be added to the license or ID card’s
original expiration date, so while an
early renewal will cost a little more, the
license or ID card will be valid for a
longer period of time. The early renewal option is only for those who renewed
their Minnesota driver’s license or ID
card before REAL IDs were available
on Oct. 1, 2018. Their licenses must
also expire after the full enforcement
date of Oct. 1, 2020.
When will I receive my REAL ID or
Enhanced Driver’s License?
DPS-DVS is working to process all
driver’s license and ID card applications as quickly as possible, but most
applicants are waiting about two months
to receive them. The wait time may increase if more people apply closer to the
deadline. Someone who wants to fly in
December 2020 may not have their new
ID if they don’t apply well before the
Oct. 1 deadline.
For more information, visit www.
drive.mn.gov.
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Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Natural Resources and
Environmental Services Manager

Recycling challenge requires your help

The national recycling system is facing a challenge. In 2018, China pushed back
on the low-quality recyclables they were receiving and began to severely restrict
imports from abroad. Unfortunately, too much contamination in our recyclables
(compounded with tariffs) is causing disruption in the recycling industry. I could
go on and discuss the complexities of the situation, but I prefer to focus on what
we can do here in Scott County, right now, to help our local recycling industry and
programs.
First, support your local recycler and continue to recycle. Recycling contributes to our economy. Approximately 37,000 jobs in Minnesota are supported
by the industry. Below are examples of some of the Minnesota manufacturers that
use recycled materials to make new products, including business right here in Scott
County. It’s a myth that recyclables end up in the garbage. For example, Anchor
Glass in Shakopee makes new glass from the many tons of recycled glass they receive every week.
Second, don’t “wish-cycle.” Wish-cycling is the well-intended pitching of trash
into the recycling bin in hopes that it can, somehow, be recycled. Wish-cycling
contaminates the valuable recyclables and causes problems for the machines at the
material recycling facilities. Instead, take a couple of minutes to learn what your
garbage hauler accepts for recycling (see the articles on this page for guidance).
Most of them list the items they accept for recycling on their website, or give them
a call and they’ll send you a handout.
Don’t get discouraged if you find recycling confusing! Industry professionals,
recycling organizations, and government agencies are working hard to roll out a
simplified recycling message to help us know what can and can’t be recycled. Keep
an eye out for “Top 10 In The Bin” ads to help make recycling less confusing.
Lastly, purchase items that are recyclable or made from recyclable material. Support businesses that use recycled content! Encourage industry to buy back
their products for remanufacturing instead of using virgin materials, thereby closing
the loop and creating a strong and stable market for recyclables.
The state of Minnesota, recycling organizations, industry, local government, and
many others are highly motivated to solve this difficult challenge. We are working
hard together on strategies that will make a difference, but we need your help to
continue recycling and in encouraging others around you to recycle too.

Remove these five items
from your recycling bin
We all want to be good stewards of
the environment and recycle our waste.
However, it can be tricky to remember
what can go in the bin and what can’t.
Especially today, there is more pressure
for recyclables going to other countries
to be “cleaner” and contain fewer items
that can’t be recycled. Also, for the
businesses that recycle, it takes more
time and money to pull unwanted items
out of the recycling. Here are some
common items that we all generate that
should not go in the recycling bins:

Batteries. Batteries placed in your
recycling bins won’t be recycled.
Because of their small size, the
machines used to sort recycling cannot
pick out the batteries. Also, batteries
that are damaged by a compactor truck
or the recycling equipment may leak
and start recyclables on fire. Batteries
can be brought to the Scott County
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility to be recycled.

Here are some businesses in the region that use recyclable materials to produce
products (note that By the Yard and Anchor Glass are located in Scott County):
Paper and cardboard
• West Rock, St. Paul – Nearly half of the paper recycled in Minnesota is done
at this facility where they make liner board
• Liberty Paper, Becker – recycles cardboard boxes into new paper
• New Page Corp, Duluth – Uses recycled paper fiber and pulp to make new
paper products like educational books and business documents
Water and pop bottles
• Advanced Extrusion -- Rogers - Food and consumer packaging
Recycled plastic HDPE
• Armadillo deck, Albany — Makes composite decking
• By the Yard, Jordan — Lawn and garden furniture
• Bedford, Worthington — Makes recycled plastic lumber
Cars, cans and appliances
• Edco, Hopkins — Makes steel siding and roofing
Aluminum is smelted and turned into ingots for use in a variety of applications,
such as new cans, cars and signs.
• Mankato Iron, Mankato
• Spectro Alloys, Rosemount
• Gopher Sign, St. Paul
Glass
• Anchor Glass, Shakopee; Made with recycled glass, Rust Brothers, Minneapolis

Fluorescent lamps. In general,
anything hazardous should not be put
in recycling bins. Fluorescent lamps
contain mercury which, when broken,
contaminates the recyclables and could
harm workers. However, fluorescent
lamps are definitely recyclable and can
be brought to the HHW Facility.
Plastic bags. Plastic bags are a big
problem for recyclers. The bags
get caught in the machines used to
sort recyclables, and will shut down
-- and sometimes damage -- the
machines. Many local grocery and
retail stores recycle bags for the
public. If that’s not available in your
area, unfortunately, it’s just best to

put plastic bags in the garbage. When
possible, take a reusable bag with you
to reduce the number of plastic bags
thrown away.

Shredded paper. Shredded paper
put into your recycling bin can’t be
recycled. The pieces are so small that
they can’t be sorted out, and end up
contaminating the glass at the end of
the process. Shredded paper can be
brought to the Household Hazardous
Waste Facility for recycling.

“Tanglers.” Tanglers are items such as
hoses, electronic cords, and strings of
lights (e.g., Christmas lights). Similar
to plastic bags, these items get caught
in the machines and can cause damage.
Electronic cords and strings of lights
can be brought to the HHW Facility to
be recycled.

Previously, we would tell residents
if you’re not sure just put it in the bin.
Due to the need for a cleaner recycling
stream, we now say, “when in doubt,
throw it out!” For more information on
what can go in your recycling bin, contact your local garbage hauler or call
Scott County Environmental Services at
(952) 496-8177.

Can I throw these light bulbs in the trash?

Compact fluorescent bulbs: No.
CFLs, like all fluorescent lamps, contain mercury vapor inside the glass tubing. Most CFLs contain three to five milligrams (mg) per bulb, with the
bulbs labeled “eco-friendly” containing as little as
one mg. Because mercury is poisonous, even these
small amounts are a concern for landfills and waste
incinerators, where the mercury from lamps may be
released and contribute to air and water pollution. The
amount of mercury released by one bulb can temporarily exceed U.S. federal guidelines for chronic
exposure. If a CFL breaks, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommends airing out the room
and carefully disposing of broken pieces in a jar or
sealed bag to bring to a collection site (Scott County
HHW). Do not use a vacuum to pick up powder or
broken pieces. Instead, use stiff paper, sticky tape,
and wet paper towels. You can bring materials in that
were contaminated with mercury powder/glass to the
Scott County HHW as well.

partment of Toxic Substances Control found that LED
bulbs exceeded the federal TCLP (Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure) levels for lead and copper.
Please bring spent or unused LED bulbs to the Scott
County HHW.

Left to right: Incandescent, compact fluorescent,
and LED bulbs.

LED (light emitting diode) bulbs: No.
Although LED bulbs are a safer alternative to CFL
bulbs, they still have hazards, such as small amounts
of metals such as lead, barium, copper, zinc, and
chromium. A study conducted by the California De-

Incandescent bulbs: Yes, but they can be recycled
at the Scott County HHW.
Incandescent light bulbs consist of an air-tight glass
enclosure with a filament of tungsten wire inside the
bulb, through which an electric current is passed. An
electric current heats the filament to typically 3,030 to
5,480 degrees Fahrenheit. Although a small amount
of lead is present in the base of an incandescent light
bulb, they are deemed non-hazardous. So you can
throw incandescent bulbs in the trash; a better option,
however, is to bring them to the Scott County HHW
to get recycled. We also accept holiday light strings
for recycling.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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Healthy SCENE

By Alexa V. Rundquist
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

County prepares for health emergencies

Students participated in a mock trial during Future Leaders Day 2019. Some
worked with the defense team and others served as prosecutors.

Sign up underway for
Future Leaders program
Scott County will be hosting the 19th
annual Future Leaders of Scott County
event on Friday, April 17, 2020. This
event affords selected, 7th, 8th, and
9th graders from Scott County schools
who are studying government a handson opportunity to learn about county
government outside of the classroom
environment.
During the months of January and
February, County officials and staff visit civics and government studies classes
throughout the area, briefly introducing
the topic of county government and inviting interested students to apply for
the Future Leaders of Scott County Day
program. Selected students – limited to
100 due to space and budget constraints
– will be matched with County employ-

ees (mentors). Students will then spend
the day “shadowing” their mentors and
preparing for and participating in either a mock jury trial, a mock County
Board meeting, or visiting the SCALE
Regional Training Facility in Jordan to
see up close how law enforcement officers, firefighters, and other public safety
professionals are trained for their livesaving work.
Interested students should watch for
announcement of the event at their respective schools. If you are an interested
student studying civics -- or the parent
of an interested student who does not attend a traditional school in Scott County
-- please contact Cara Madsen at (952)
496-8169 for further information.

Have you ever wondered how you might get lifesaving medication in a public health emergency? The Scott County Public Health Emergency Preparedness
(SCPHEP) team works on this very question daily.
The SCPHEP team is responsible for coordinating, planning, and communicating with state, local, and community partners to understand potential threats and
effective responses to public health emergencies. Our planning efforts focus on
events that impact the health of the public.
SCPHEP would use an Open Point of Dispensing (POD) or medication center
to dispense critical interventions to people who are currently healthy but may have
been exposed to an infection or disease and need prophylactic medication (antibiotics or vaccines). A POD would be open to all citizens of Scott County, and the
medications or interventions would be at no cost.
In the event of a high-impact, intentional bio-threat (e.g., anthrax) release, SCPH
-- under the direction of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
the Minnesota Department of Health -- would decide when to activate PODs in
Scott County. Once the decision has been made, the public will be notified through
various media outlets with instructions on when and where to access medications.
Our goal is to minimize the loss of lives by rapidly dispensing medication to the
exposed population within 48 hours during a bio-threat release.
SCPHEP has been working hard for years on ensuring we can meet the needs of
our growing community. In June 2020, we will evaluate our current response plans
through an exercise that will simulate all components of the point of dispensing.
This exercise will be called “Operation Minne Meds.” This will include setup of a
POD, staffing the POD with County employees and volunteers, screening volunteer actors (who will receive pretend medication that has been labeled), offering
education to the actors, and evaluation of a newly developed screening application.
SCPHEP’s goal is to test our capability in a realistic environment with a simulated
scenario, trained staff, pretend medication, and actors playing clients of the POD.
The completion of this exercise is part of the conclusion of the Public Health Emergency Preparedness five-year planning cycle.
In preparation for Operation Minne Meds, SCPHEP staff are coordinating and
planning with partners across the County, including the Scott County Volunteer Office to recruit volunteer actors. Volunteer actors will be asked to register online at
scottvolunteers.org and sign up for one of the June 17, 2020 shifts. The volunteer
actors will be playing the role of clients receiving medication in the event of a public health response, and will need to be available for two-hour time frames. If you
are interested in participating or would like additional information, please feel free
to contact me at (952) 496-8530 or arundquist@co.scott.mn.us; you can also reach
the Scott County Volunteer Office through scottvolunteers.com.

Use tax refunds to pay bills,
save for financial security, goals

Students wore special goggles that distorted their vision to simulate driving
while drunk during one of the 2019 Future Leaders sessions at the SCALE
Regional Training Center.

Bring tires to Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

The Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility
accepts tires for a fee. The rates
are:

• Small residential tires -- including car, pickup, light truck,
small trailer, ATV, and lawn and garden -- are now $2 per
tire.
• Commercial tires -- including semi, skid loader, small forklift,
small ag, and snowmobile tracks -- are now $10 per tire or
track.
• Tractor tires -- including rear tractor, front wheel assist, and
V-pattern tires -- are now $40 per tire.
We do not accept pressurized split-rim wheels, large construction
tires, or very large loads of tires that are unsafe or too big to handle.
If you have any questions, please call the Scott County HHW at (952)
496-8787.

A tax refund is a welcome bonus.
Whether it is $300 or $3,000, the way
you use that money can have a real
impact on your personal and financial
well-being. Want a new computer? Better car? Those items are attractive. But
it’s important to consider whether buying something you want versus something you need is a good decision in the
long run. Here are some strategies to
follow for ensuring that you make the
best tax refund decisions for you and
your family.
Plan ahead before spending. Without a plan, you may spend impulsively.
You may use the money on the first
thing that comes to mind, but later realize something else was more important. Before you spend, take a moment
to write down all the possibilities. Then
identify which are the most important at
this moment for you and your family.
Pay off bills. Your first priority
should be paying off bills you may have
fallen behind on. Those might be things
like utilities, phone, or internet service.
Prioritize debts so the ones with the
highest interest rate get paid off first.
Save for needs in the coming year.
Set money aside to help you cover potential emergencies and occasional
expenses:
Save for short- and long-term financial goals. Do you need a new refrigerator? Is a holiday coming up? Purchases like this are valuable, too. Some
may be essential, while others simply
add enjoyment to life.
Save for long-term financial security. You can use your tax refund to save

for your overall financial security. Even
small amounts can make a difference.
Adding just $500 a year to a retirement
account, such as an IRA, can make a big
difference over decades.
Here are some more things to consider about tax refunds:
• Use direct deposit to receive tax
refunds fast.
• Ask the IRS to split your direct
deposit refund into up to three
different accounts. These could be
checking, general savings, health
savings, retirement, or education
savings accounts. This will help
you meet your savings goals. For
more information, see Form 8888:
allocation of refund (including
savings bond purchases) on the
IRS website.
• Never have a tax refund deposited
into a bank account other than
your own.
• Don’t ask for an advance on your
tax refund. This carries a heavy
surcharge. Don’t throw away part
of your refund on loan fees!
Help with your tax return is available during the entire 2020 tax season.
Most free tax preparation sites are open
Feb. 1 through Apr. 15; check out the
MN Department of Revenue website at
www.revenue.state.mn.us to find a free
tax site near you. For more information
or assistance locating the nearest free
tax preparation site near you, contact U
of MN Extension Financial Capability
Educator, Samantha Roth, at (952) 4925383 or sroth@umn.edu. Happy filing!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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“Health Heroes” recognized for life-saving actions
Two teams of emergency responders and a local
resident were recently named recipients of the Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award for their life-saving
actions. The awards were presented by Scott County
Sheriff Luke Hennen at recent meetings of the Scott
County Board and Savage City Council.
The first incident for which awards were given occurred on Aug. 17, 2019 when Scott County Sheriff’s
Deputies Jacob Lannon and Jacob Edwinson were
dispatched to a three-vehicle accident in Spring Lake
Township. Local resident Tim Cook had reported the
crash and informed dispatch that there were multiple
victims that were in critical need of medical attention.
Once on scene, the deputies began to triage all the
victims involved and requested additional medical
care and assistance from the Prior Lake Fire Department. Cook assisted first responders by using his personal truck to pull one of the vehicles involved in the
crash away from another involved vehicle to allow for

extrication of a victim.
Once Allina Health Emergency Medical Services
Duty Supervisor Nathan Layne arrived, he quickly realized the magnitude of the situation and requested additional medical assistance. Soon, Allina EMT Joseph
Trongard, Allina Paramedic Scott Davis, Allina Paramedic Greg Harinen, and Allina Paramedic Nick Latourelle arrived and provided assistance with patient
care and coordination of victim transportation.
The other incident occurred Aug. 25 when 911 dispatchers received a report of a man in Credit River
Township having difficulty breathing. Savage Police
Officers Rob Calvin, Todd Weinzierl and Jacqueline
Kelch and Scott County Deputy Nathan Olson were
recognized for their efforts in saving that man’s life.
“The work of these law enforcement and first responder EMS providers made a very real difference
in saving a life in Scott County,” said Dr. Andrew Stevens, Medical Director of Allina Health EMS.

Savage Police Chief Rodney Seurer (at left), Scott
County Commissioner Jon Ulrich, and Scott
County Sheriff Luke Hennen (at right) were on
hand Feb. 3 to present the Morris A. Miller Health
Hero Award to Savage Officers Rob Calvin, Todd
Weinzierl and Jacqueline Kelch. Not pictured is
Scott County Deputy Nathan Olson.

Participating in the December presentation of the Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award were (l. to r.)
Dr. Andrew Stevens, Allina Paramedic Scott Davis, Deputy Jacob Lannon, victim John Mullenmeister,
Deputy Jacob Edwinson, Allina EMT Joseph Trongard, Allina Supervisor Nathan Layne, and Sheriff
Luke Hennen. Not pictured: Allina Paramedics Greg Harinen and Nick Latourelle.

Sheriff Luke Hennen presented the Morris A.
Miller Health Hero Award to Spring Lake Township
resident Tim Cook. Also pictured is Dr. Andrew
Stevens (right).

EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Preparing for the spring melt, rains

As I write this, I’m reflecting upon the previous winter and spring. Last year,
we experienced prolonged freezing temperatures before we got a blanket of snow
on the ground, causing an abnormally deep frost layer to develop. We then experienced heavy snow in late winter, followed by a quick warmup and rainfall event.
This resulted in some roof collapses and a rapid rise of river and creek levels.
In the Jordan area, the rapid rise of Sand Creek caused the deep layer of ice that
had formed on the top of Sand Creek to float downstream. These huge ice chunks
created dams when they collected at bridges and bends in the creek. The creek
levels quickly rose, flooding homes and roads. A short-term shelter was opened
in partnership among the Jordan School District, City of Jordan, and Scott County
Sheriff’s Office staff and volunteers. Evacuated residents were then moved to a
Red Cross shelter located nearby; a pet shelter was opened at a nearby Countyowned facility.
What is often lost in the stories about the flooding is the impact on individuals.
In the early hours of this flood event, I witnessed neighbors helping neighbors try
to prevent standing water from flooding basements. Heavy snow and ice blocked
downspouts. Melting snow was pushed back into the foundations of homes. Ice
jams on roofs caused water incursion. Months later, some residents discovered
mold in their homes.
It’s important to recognize that FEMA does not provide financial aid to individuals in most disasters. FEMA’s mandate is to provide public assistance. “Public assistance” is financial reimbursement to state and local governments -- and
some limited non-profit organizations -- for costs to remove debris; take protective
actions; and repair roads, bridges, and publicly-owned facilities. Homeowners and
renters are expected to provide adequate insurance (including flood insurance) and
preventative maintenance to prevent impacts to their homes.
Now is the time to take preventative measures to protect your home from
damage this spring. With changing weather patterns, we can expect melting and
heavy rainfalls in March. This means that snowpack on rooflines and along homes
will cause pooling water. Prior to March, residents should
identify methods to safely remove snow from rooflines.
Residents should develop a
plan to remove accumulated
snow alongside their homes,
and ensure that adequate drainage away from the house exists.
Lastly, it is critically important for everyone to know their
own limitations. Climbing on
roofs in winter or improperly
using roof rakes can lead to serious injury and roof damage.
Safely remove snow from roofs.

Sponsors sought for FASTTRACK Business Challenge

Scott County businesses have an opportunity to be a part of the award-winning FAST-TRACK Business Challenge
and assist an entrepreneur in fast tracking their business to success.  Sponsors
may provide start-up cash, legal and accounting services, graphic design and
web development services, or other professional services beneficial to a start-up
business.
The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge, which was named the
Economic Development Association
of MN’s 2018 Program of the Year,
will be held on Thursday, October 22,
2020.  
Gold Sponsors of the 2020 event
will be provided with an opportunity
to take a seat on the judges’ panel.   In
2019, judges included Charles Shannon,
VP of Corporate Development-Merrill
Corporation; Kristin Haugen, Principal
& Managing Attorney at KC Haugen
Law LLC.; Angela Heikes, President
and CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) Gaming Enterprise; Patrick McIntyre, VP
of Strategy-Best Buy; and Neela Mollgaard, Executive Director of Launch
Minnesota.
Professional Service Providers
and Sponsors will be invited to the live
event and provided a chance to showcase their companies, as well as play a
hand in helping the selected winner(s)
achieve success.  Sponsorship provides
local businesses with an opportunity to
give back to the greater Scott County
community and support economic development and entrepreneurship in the
area.
Sponsors and Service Providers
in 2019 included the Shakopee Mde-

wakanton Sioux Community, Minnesota Valley Electric Coop’s Operation
Round-Up, Old National Bank, the
New Prague Chamber of Commerce,
Scott County Community Development
Agency’s First Stop Shop, and Technology Village of Prior Lake.  Professional
Service Providers included Albert Aryee, CPA, Argos Risk; KC Haugen Law;
Neon Lizard Creative Graphic Design;
Open to Business (MCCD); the New
Prague Chamber of Commerce; the
Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce; the
Savage Chamber of Commerce; and the
Shakopee Chamber and Visitors Bureau.  
A Professional Service Provider
in 2018 and 2019, Rebecca Rausch,
owner-Neon Lizard Creative Graphic
Design, donated services to the FASTTRACK Challenge and three winners.
Rauch shared, “Helping brand and promote the Scott County FAST-TRACK
Business Challenge was a great honor.
We loved the professionalism and positive attitude of the staff that permeated
the entire project. What a great opportunity for a young business! We look forward to helping again in 2020.”
The 2019 FAST-TRACK Challenge
Winners included Hobby Farmer Canning Co.; Farmhouse Market; and UnLocked Golf.  The companies received
over $20,000 in cash and professional
services due to the generosity of Sponsors and Professional Service Providers.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge, please visit the
website at: www.scottcountyfasttrack.
com or contact Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott County First Stop Shop, at (952) 496-8830
or jfoust@scottfss.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Extension offers money
workshops to help with
budgets, credit
“I wish someone would have taught
me about money.”
Scott County Extension Financial
Capability Educator, Samantha Roth,
has been out and about in the communities and continues to hear people of all
ages tell her this. It is never too late to
increase your knowledge, especially finances, as we use it every day.
Budgeting Basics will cover the four
parts of a budget, as well as share some
easy to use resources for participants
to track their budgets. We also discuss
spending influences, needs vs. wants,
and goal setting.
Understanding Credit will address
why credit matters, your credit rights,
credit reports and scores and how to
build credit.
Monday, February 24
Understanding Credit, 4 - 5 p.m.
Budgeting Basics, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Savage Library, 13090 Alabama

Avenue S, Savage

Thursday, March 5
Budgeting Basics, 4 - 5 p.m.
Understanding Credit, 6:30 - 7:30
p.m.
Scott County Extension Office
Conference Room, 7151 190th Street
West, Jordan
Thursday, April 2
Understanding Credit, 4 - 5 p.m.
Budgeting Basics, 6:30- 7 :30 p.m.
New Prague Library, 400 E. Main
Street, New Prague
There is no cost to attend; however,
we do ask that you register by calling
the Scott County Extension office at
(952) 492-5379. If you have questions
about the classes or other financial topics, email University of Minnesota Extension Financial Capability Educator,
Samantha Roth, at sroth@umn.edu.
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Enjoy 4-H Family Discovery Days

By Sarah Odendahl, 4-H Extension Educator
Young people in kindergarten through 6th grade are invited to experience 4-H at
upcoming Scott County 4-H Family Discovery Days. These workshops, which take
place on the first Saturday of the month from 9 - 11 a.m., give youth an opportunity
to explore different topics through hands-on projects designed by 4-H staff and
volunteers.
Family Discovery Days are a chance for youth to try out different kinds of projects 4-H has to offer. For families who aren’t involved in our program, it’s an opportunity to learn about 4-H and find out if it’s the right program for their family.
For youth who are already 4-H members, it’s a chance to try something new while
learning from caring adults.
Family Discovery Day workshops take place at different locations around Scott
County, and each workshop has a different theme. The March 7 workshop will
take place at Savage City Hall and explore Photography. After project time wraps
up, families can stay for a short Q&A session with staff to learn more about 4-H
opportunities.
Please register your youth in advance by calling Michelle at (952) 492-5379 or
emailing mhesse@umn.edu. There is a $5 fee to help cover the cost of supplies,
and a parent or other adult must accompany youth in order to participate. If cost is
a barrier, please contact me at (952) 492-5384 or sodendah@umn.edu.

Ensure a healthy crop of
seedlings using these tips

As the growing season approaches, many gardeners are starting seeds
indoors and making plans for direct
seeding in the garden. Unfortunately,
“damping off” -- a common disease
of seedlings -- can dampen dreams of
garden-fresh produce by killing plants
before they get started. Here are a few
critical steps that gardeners can take to
ensure a healthy crop of sturdy seedlings ready to face the growing season.
Use clean pots. You can reuse old pots
and trays, but wash them first. Scrub
out any old soil and plant roots. Soak
the pots in solution that is one part
bleach and nine parts water for 10 - 30
minutes. Then rinse in clean water.

Seedlings can be started indoors in
March and transplanted outside after
danger of frost.

Purchase new potting mix designed
for seed starting. Potting mix that has
been previously used often contains
low levels of plant pathogens. Newly
emerged seedlings have little to no
natural defenses and quickly succumb
to these pathogens.

•

Warm the soil with a heating mat
designed to go below planting trays.
If seeding directly into the garden,
wait until the soil temperature has
warmed to the optimal temperature for
germination (70 degrees F or greater
for most vegetables).

•

Keep soil moist, but not soggy.
Seedlings need moisture to germinate
and grow, but too much water will
encourage damping off pathogens. Use
a potting mix that drains well. Pots
should have drain holes that allow
excess water to drain off.

The key to success is to provide
seedlings a clean environment and optimal conditions for growth to help
them quickly grow out of the vulnerable
seedling stage and into a sturdy healthy
transplant.
For more information, please contact the Carver-Scott County Extension
Master Gardeners at (952) 466-5308 or
email
gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Water with warm water. Cold water
slows plant growth and keeps seedlings
in a vulnerable stage for a longer
period of time. Warm water to 68-77
degrees F before watering plants.

•

•

•
•

How to identify
damping off symptoms:
Seedlings fail to emerge from the
soil.
Cotyledons (the first leaves
produced by a seedling) and
seedling stems are water soaked,
soft, mushy, and may be discolored
gray to brown.
Seedling stems become water
soaked and thin, almost threadlike, where infected.
Young leaves wilt and turn greengray to brown.
Roots are absent, stunted, or have
grayish-brown sunken spots.
Fluffy white cobweb-like growth
on infected plant parts under high
humidity.

4-H: A program for
the whole family!

Youth in kindergarten through one year after high school
are invited to join 4-H. For more information, call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410

Youth participants at previous Family
Discovery Day workshops explore
Health & Nutrition and Entomology
projects.

Listen to Smart Gardens
on WCCO News Talk 830

The WCCO Smart Gardens radio show is a collaborative effort between WCCO radio and the University of Minnesota Extension. Denny Long and experts from the University of Minnesota Extension answer listeners’ questions on gardening, lawn,
and outdoor living on Saturday mornings from 8 – 9 a.m. Extension Educators and Master Gardeners provide science-based
answers that you can use!
Call or text questions to the show at (651) 989-9226. To hear
previous podcasts of Smart Gardens, go to wccoradio.radio.com,
click “Weekend on Demand” on the “Menu” icon.

Garden Fever 2020

Annual horticulture conference
hosted by the Carver-Scott Master Gardeners

Saturday, April 18
8:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Chaska Event Center

For more information and tickets, please visit
carverscottmastergardeners@co.scott.mn.us
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Aussie Kingdom coming to the 2020 Scott County Fair
Come and check out the exciting
new event at the Scott County Fair (July
22-26, 2020)! Aussie Kingdom is an
entertaining and one-of-a-kind event
that will bring the wonder of “Down
Under” to Scott County. In addition to
being open for viewing and education
much of the day each of the five days
of the Fair, Aussie Kingdom will be presenting three shows a day that are fun,
interesting, and interactive. This event
will provide a rare opportunity for Fairgoers to see native Australian species,
including kangaroos, birds, wallaroos,
and wallabies.
Children and adults alike will be entertained and educated and will receive
conservation information and a greater

wave?
understanding of the various species
Be sure to see the Aussie Kingdom
that are native to the Australian outback.
at the Scott County Fair this July! You
You will learn things like:
will be amazed while experiencing these
• Why does the kookaburra laugh?
native Australian species.
• How far can a kangaroo jump?
• Why does the bearded dragon

Rare Austrialian species, including
kangaroos, birds, wallaroos, and
wallabies are part of the Aussie
Kingdom Attraction coming to the
Fair.

Junior Fair Board seeks additional members for 2020
The 2019 Scott County Fair showcased a whole slew of firsts, one of
which included the inaugural year of
the Scott County Junior Fair Board!
The first Junior Fair Board consisted
of ten members, ages 13 to 21, from all
across the County. The members helped
with a variety of jobs before and during
the five-day event, including grounds
maintenance, photography, animal and
grandstand events, car parking, planning, and overall preparation for (and
cleaning up after!) the Fair. Their service was incredibly helpful!
The Scott County Fair strives to involve all members of the community and
wants to extend greater opportunities to
youth. The ultimate goals for the Junior
Fair Board are to provide youth leadership opportunities, Fair development

processes, and volunteer experience.
The Scott County Agricultural Society is looking for some new Junior
Fair Board members. To get more
information or to apply, visit the Scott
County Fair website at scottcountyfair.
org. Work as a Junior Fair Board member qualifies for service hours for organizations such as national honor society.
There are approximately six meetings
and events scheduled throughout the
year, in addition to the Fair days themselves. Meetings will usually include
some food and, of course, fun!
Applications are due by May 1,
2020. If you have any questions or want
to talk to a Junior Fair Board member,
contact the Fair office at fairofficestaff@scottcountyfair.com or call (952) Junior Fair Board members took a break from their many jobs during the
492-2436.
Fair for a picture by the new playset that was built in 2019 in memory of Dick
Ames.

Watch for signs
of teen dating
violence
February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness
Month. Dating violence is a pattern of destructive behaviors used to exert power and control over a partner. While we define dating violence as a pattern, that
doesn’t mean the first instance of abuse is not dating
violence. It simply recognizes that dating violence
usually involves a series of abusive behaviors over a
course of time, and always involves emotional violence. Relationships exist on a spectrum, and it can
be hard to tell when a behavior crosses the line from
healthy to unhealthy, or even abusive.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Below is a list of red flags of an abusive partner:
Checking your cell phone or email without
permission.
Constantly putting you down.
Extreme jealousy or insecurity.
Explosive temper.
Isolating you from family or friends.
Making false accusations.
Mood swings.
Physically hurting you in any way.
Possessiveness/jealousy.
Telling you what to do.
Pressuring or forcing you into unwanted sexual
relations.

If you or someone you know is suffering from
this violence, please call Southern Valley Alliance
for Battered Women’s 24hr crisis line at (952) 8734214. You can always visit www.svabw.org for more
information, or to take the quiz “How Healthy Is Your
Relationship?”

Volunteers needed

Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women is always in need
of volunteers. Please visit
https://svabw.org/get-involved/
for more information
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Extreme weather events
signal climate change
“It sure is cold out today, where’s
that global warming when you need it?”
As Minnesotans, don’t you wish you
had a nickel for every time you’ve probably heard this? For scientists, it’s dismaying to see the amount of misinformation that still exists regarding climate
change. Climate change doesn’t just
mean we are seeing warmer winters; it
can be represented in a number of ways,
including extreme weather events -like flooding, large temperature swings,
drought, hurricanes, and tornados.
In 2019, the Department of Natural
Resources’ (DNR’s) precipitation recording station in the city of Jordan recorded the wettest year on record. The
41.99 inches of precipitation is 11 inches above average. January 2019 saw
the coldest air measured in Minnesota
since the mid ‘90s; similarly, February
2019 in the Twin Cities was the snowiest ever, shattering the record snowfall
amount by 12.5 inches. Then, a flipflop: The 115-degree heat index in July
was the second highest ever recorded
in Minnesota. Extreme weather events
are happening more often, some of them
are causing local government time and

money from the damages.
In 2015, a home was removed in
Scott County due to an imminent danger of total loss of property. A landslide
was caused by an extreme rain event of
eight inches over a six-day period. The
landslide was 15 feet from the deck
and, prior to demolition, the deck had
pulled six inches away from the house
(indicating active erosion even after the
landslide event). This is just one example of climate change impacting our
community.
As one of the fastest growing counties in the state, it is in our best interest to protect our environment as we
grow. Reusable grocery bags, walking
and biking, properly disposing of or recycling trash, setting a schedule for furnace use, and composting are all steps
that can be taken to improve our environmental impact. In the grand scheme,
these are simple steps for one person/
family to take, and together we can start
to see a difference.
By making small changes in our attitude and behavior, we protect the environment and our future.

FREE PLAY SNOW DAY
Saturday, February 29

Three Rivers Parks District Regional Parks

In Scott County you can enjoy:
•

Free rentals on cross-country skis and snowshoes at
Cleary Lake Regional Park

•

Free day passes for dog
off-leash areas at Cleary
Lake and Spring Lake
Regional Parks and
Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve

•

Free day passes for cross country ski trails at
Cleary Lake

Scott County Precipitation Amounts
45
40

Precipitation Total (inches)

35
30
25
20

•
•

15

Register for these free events at
Cleary Lake Regional Park by visiting
www.ThreeRiversParks.org/freeplaysnowday

Free Family Ski Lesson, 9:30 - 11 a.m., ages 6+
Free Classic Ski Tour, noon to 1:30 p.m., ages 12+

10

•
Bonfire and free s’mores
at Cleary Lake Visitor Center

5
0

Source: Minnesota State Climatology Office

Year

The average amount of annual rainfall has been increasing over time.

See the full lineup of events and free activities at all Three
Rivers Parks at ThreeRiversParks.org/freeplaysnowday
#FREEPLAYSNOWDAY

Garbage...still a burning issue Census
Forty years ago, getting rid of garbage was difficult. Most rural residents and farmers had to either
load their trash up in the truck and drive it to the nearest landfill, or do what they could with it… and we can
all probably well guess what that was.
In Scott County today, we’re fortunate that garbage
and recycling service has been available to everyone,
including rural residents and farmers, for 30 years. In
1989, the County Board made the determination to prohibit the burning of garbage in Scott County, because
everyone had access to garbage service and because of
the growing environmental and health concerns.
Today, we know burning garbage is even more dangerous to our health and environment than we did 30
years ago. Burning today’s plastic filled garbage releases toxic smoke containing dioxin that is especially
harmful for pregnant women, children, and the elderly.
U.S. EPA research shows that burn barrels are still the
#1 source of dioxin in the U.S. Burning garbage also
releases lead, mercury, PCBs and other harmful chemicals to our environment, contaminating the water we
drink and the land we grow crops on.
Even though it’s been illegal for 30 years, we know
how harmful it can be, and everyone has access to service, there are still residents who choose to burn and
dump their waste. Why? Today’s curbside garbage
service is convenient and relatively inexpensive. For
about $30 a month, a lot less than a typical cell phone,

Still an issue! Garbage dumped along Scott County
Highway 59 in the summer of 2019. Garbage should
go into trash cans or be recycled, not burned or
dumped.

cable, or internet bill, we get weekly curbside garbage
pickup at the end of any driveway in rural Scott County -- and that includes recyclable pickup every other
week.
So what should you do if you still burn your garbage? Don’t, it is against the law, unhealthy for you
and your family, and there are many local haulers
available to take your garbage.
For more information or to report a violation, please
contact Scott County Environmental Services Department at (952) 496-8177.

From page 1

County had mail response rates down to
75 percent. Why does
this matter? According
to the Census Bureau,
every person not counted in the Census means
the community loses $1,500 a year in federal funding.
The U.S. Census Bureau released a national interactive map this winter showing how the country will
be asked to respond to the 2020 Census. Nearly every
household will be invited to respond online, by phone,
or by mail to the Census starting in mid-March 2020.
Most areas—about three of every four households—
will receive an invitation to respond online (or by
phone), while the other households will receive a paper questionnaire along with an invitation to respond
online. Regardless of which invitation they receive, all
households that have not responded by mid-April will
receive a paper questionnaire.
The map focuses solely on the 95 percent of households who will receive their Census invitation and/or
questionnaire in the mail. It does not show the almost
five percent of the nation’s households that will receive their questionnaire when a Census taker drops
it off at their home, nor does it reflect the less than
one percent that will be counted in person instead of
invited to respond on their own.
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County benefits from large conservation grants

Scott County was the fortunate recipient of two large conservation grants
that will soon be wrapping up this year.
Over the last five years, these grants allowed many conservation efforts to be
completed. These efforts included a
number of conservation practices being installed, which included almost
40 grade control structures, over 1,500
acres of cover crops, and roughly 170
acres of native prairie being planted…
and those are just a few of the practices
that were enabled through the grants.
Overall, these conservation practices
are helping to keep over 2,000 pounds
of sediment and over 2,300 pounds of
phosphorus out of our waters.
To help promote the planting of cover crops, an inter-seeder was manufactured and is available for rent through
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District. The inter-seeder has been used
for many plantings, and also as a demonstration tool to allow for landowners
to see one way to feasibly plant a cover
crop.
Areas along the major streams in
Scott County were evaluated to see if

any riparian (that is, relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and streams)
buffer improvements could be made.
As part of this effort, 17 buffer improvements were made, many of which
were on some of the highest priority
areas. High priority areas consisted of
areas along the stream corridor where
there was a lack of native vegetation, typically void of trees and
shrubs. Another positive that came out of
the buffer efforts were
that several landowners were looking to improve the buffer areas
without any assistance,
which helped stretch
funds further. These
improvements will help cool water
temperatures with additional shading,
reduce erosion (which helps improve
water quality), and connect corridors
along the streams for wildlife habitat.
Areas of acute sediment deposition
to Sand Creek were analyzed as well,
specifically where Sand Creek flows

Seventeen buffer improvements were made, many of which were on some of
the highest priority areas adjacent to rivers and streams.

through several steep bluff areas within
the County. Many projects were identified, which led to four streambank stabilizations and one ravine stabilization
being completed. These sites also contributed to a reduction of over 500 tons
of sediment and pounds of phosphorus
from entering our streams on an annual

Open library

libraries have implemented the system.
The goal of the service is to make
valuable resources more accessible to
people whose work and family lives
may not align with existing library open
hours. Jake Grussing, Scott County Library Director, says that the service has
proven popular at libraries that have
implemented the technology: “The extended hours appeal to families whose
children have different school drop-off
times in the morning, students who
need a quiet place to study evenings and
weekends, and customers who want to
come in early to read the paper.” Grussing hopes to see a similar response in
Scott County.
The library is piloting the service to
supplement existing staffed open hours.
Last year, nearly 1,800 customers responded to a survey on the possibility of
using extended access technology, and
the overwhelming majority supported
the service but did not want the service
to impact staffed open hours. “We aren’t

The Environmental
Crossword

The answers to all of these puzzles can be found in the Environmental Health articles
in this issue of the SCENE. If you can’t find them there, look on page 15 for answers.
Across

Down

5. Can contaminate glass at a recycling facility.
8. Accepted with a fee at the HHW.
9. A common item that should not be in the recycling bin.
1. Type of new bulb that is safer than a CFL.
2. In 2019 what local city recorded wettest year on record.
3. Type of grants that help with cover crops, native prairie and control
structures.
4. Chemical contained in a CFL bulb.
6. Industry supported by 37,000 jobs in Minnesota.
7. Toxic chemical produced from burning garbage.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its citizens. If
you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator, at crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

basis.
Thank you to the landowners who
were involved in these projects, and also
our partners at the Board of Water and
Soil Resources and Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency for their efforts towards
improving our waters.
From page 1

doing this to replace staff hours,” Grussing explains. “It’s our responsibility to
find ways to add value for residents’ tax
dollars, and extending access to library
resources is one way to do that.”
Residents who wish to opt in to use
Extended Access should watch for more
information on the library’s website,
www.scottlib.org. In the coming weeks,
the library will be seeking residents to
test the service. “It’s a great opportunity
to help shape this service for our community,” Grussing says. “We need residents—especially those who might not
use the library currently—to help us understand what works and doesn’t work.”
To opt in, residents must have a library card registered in Scott County, be
16 years of age or older, and complete
a brief orientation session with library
staff. Customers 18 years of age or older
must present their library card and valid
photo ID at orientation, and customers age 16 or 17 must have a parent or
guardian present during orientation.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can collaborate to
provide outstanding service while making the most
of limited resources.” So watch this page for current
and future information from us and our many SCALE
partners!

Summer Sport Leagues for
Adults

Find Summer Bean Bag, Softball, and Volleyball
league information online at plrec.recdesk.com

From the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District:

From Prior Lake:

Bunny Yoga and Hoppy Hour
Bunny Yoga is as
cute as it sounds! Join
us April 4 from 10 a.m.12 p.m., cost is $25 per
person. We welcome
your bunny if it is fixed
and socialized. Find
full details online at
www.plrec.recdesk.com.

Summer jobs –
Become a rec leader!

The City of Prior Lake Recreation Department
seeks enthusiastic recreation leaders who are good
role models and enjoy being around children. Deadline to apply is March 27, with interviews on April 6.
For more information, call (952) 447-9820. Seasonal
positions also available in the Parks and Streets departments. Applications can be found online at www.
cityofpriorlake.com/jobs.

Memory Cafe

Introducing a new support group in a welcoming
place for those with cognitive impairment. Our Café
welcomes those with memory loss along with caregivers/families to socialize and share experiences with
each other and find local resources to help walk this
journey together. Join us on the second Tuesday of every month at Club Prior, 16210 Eagle Creek Ave SE,
from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

2020 tours with Club Prior

Club Prior is partnering with the YMCA to bring
more opportunities to you. You won’t want to miss
traveling with us as we come up with some of the best
tours out there. Details on these tours (such as pricing,
dates, and when registration will open for these tours)
will be put out in future issues of the Club Prior Press
as well as on our website. Where you register is where
you load the coach bus.

Summer registration
opens on March 2

Summer registration for youth programs will open
on Friday, March 2, at 9 a.m. A few of your favorites
are back, such as Messy Art, Daytrippers, and Dodgeball Diehards as well as many new programs for all
age ranges. New programs include Music & Movement, Game of Games, ShipREC’ed Adventure Camp,
along with a few evening programs. Catalogs will be
delivered to Prior Lake mailboxes mid-February.

VA to build new clinic

The Shakopee City Council recently approved plans
for the construction of a new Veterans Affairs clinic
in west Shakopee. Trident Development, LLC plans
to build the 15,000-square-foot clinic at the northeast
corner of Marystown Road and 17th Avenue. The VA’s
existing outpatient clinic would move from Shakopee
Town Square to the new facility. Construction is anticipated to start in spring 2020.
Future phases of the mixed-use development could
also include a 16,000-square-foot medical building
and 120-unit apartment building. More information
about the project is available on the city website.

Community Center hosts
March Mayhem challenge

Party in the Club

Warm up your winter with free winter parties for
kids and their families to get out of the house and
move! Event location: Club Prior, 16210 Eagle Creek
Ave. Sponsored by the City of Prior Lake and Prior
Lake Library.
• Sat., Feb. 29, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Hoppy Leap Day
including Family Yoga with Lindsy.
• Sat., Mar. 28, Activities 10:30 a.m. –11, Performer 11- noon, The Great Brodini.

From Shakopee:

Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
Administrator Diane Lynch received the Watershed
District Administrator of the Year Award from the
Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts.

PLSLWD Administrator Diane
Lynch wins award

Diane Lynch, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed’s District (PLSLWD) Administrator, was named
the Watershed Administrator of the Year in December
during the Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts’ annual conference.
In 2019, Lynch’s positive leadership and vision
helped to achieve a measurable impact and noteworthy projects in the District, such as completing the final
work on a FEMA flood project, initiating work towards
the District’s first large upstream storage project, advancing new ideas on carp management, and working
towards a new, ambitious 10-year plan for the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD).
Lynch consistently strives for excellence and creates a climate of continuous improvement in the District, while also being a leader among watershed district professionals across the state and providing inspiration and support to her staff, which is why she
was nominated for the award by PLSLWD Board and
staff. “Diane has shown ongoing initiative, leadership, and dedication to improving and protecting the
water resources of not only the PLSLWD, but the rest
of Minnesota. [She] truly exemplifies the core values
and key characteristics of Watershed Administrator of
the Year,” said Maggie Karschnia, Water Resources
Project Manager.
PLSLWD Board Chair Mike Myser added, “Diane’s perseverance, work ethic, and commitment to
building partnerships in the community are highly admirable, and we believe she is very deserving of this
honor.” Capitol Region Watershed District Administrator Mark Doneux presented the award.
		

Jump start your health and fitness by joining the
March Mayhem Fitness Challenge at the Shakopee
Community Center. Take 15 fitness classes in 31
days and get a March Mayhem Fitness Challenge Tshirt to show off your hard work. Fitness classes are
free for members or non-members can pay for a day
pass. Registration is required to participate in this
challenge. Register online at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
registration.

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:

New Business Council elected

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC) members have elected Keith Anderson as
Chairman, Cole Miller as Vice-Chairman, and Rebecca Crooks-Stratton as Secretary/Treasurer. These three
elected officials will serve four-year terms and make
up the tribe’s Business Council. The Business Council
is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the tribal government and its relationships with its members,
other governments and elected officials, and its more
than 4,000 employees.
Incoming Chairman Keith Anderson was elected to his fifth consecutive term on the SMSC Business Council and his first as Chairman. Anderson has
served as the tribe’s Vice-Chairman since August 2012
and previously served as Secretary/Treasurer for eight
years.
Incoming Vice-Chairman Cole Miller was elected
to his first term on the Business Council. Currently,
Miller is the community liaison for Mdewakanton
Public Safety, the tribe’s full-time fire department,
paramedic-level ambulance service, and fully operational emergency management organization. Miller
has been active in the Community for many years,
chairing the tribe’s Wacipi (Pow Wow) Committee for
the last two years.
Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Crooks-Stratton was
elected to her second term as Secretary/Treasurer.
As a sovereign nation, the SMSC is governed by
the General Council, consisting of all voting members
ages 18 and older. The General Council sets policies
for the tribe and is tasked with electing representatives
to the Business Council, as well as the Gaming ComWatershed 10-year Management mission and the Gaming Board of Directors.
Former Chairman Charles R. Vig did not seek rePlan comment period open
election after serving nearly 30 years in a variety of
The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District roles for the tribe, including the last eight years as
(PLSLWD) is updating its 10-year Water Resources Chairman. The newly elected Business Council was
Management Plan, laying out all of the District’s ac- sworn into office on Jan. 31.
tivities for the next ten years. Per Minnesota statute,
the District will send out the plan for a 60-day review
that began in mid-January to Scott County, the MetroMark your calendars—camp starts June 8! Playpolitan Council, the state review agencies, the Board works’ Summer Camp is a high-quality recreational
of Soil and Water Resources, Scott SWCD, townships, program that provides a safe and nurturing environand statutory cities within the District. A public hear- ment for children that promotes physical, social, emoing will be scheduled once responses have been made tional, and cognitive development. Through field trips
to agencies who submitted comments.
to educational and recreational sites and in-house
A copy of the draft plan can be found at www.plsl- educational and entertainment programs your child
wd.org. Public comments can be sent to Diane Lynch is sure to have a summer to remember at Playworks!
at dlynch@plslwd.org, or mailed to 4646 Dakota St, Part- and full-time options available. Call (952) 445Prior Lake, MN 55372.
PLAY (7529) or visit playworksfun.com for more
information.

Get ready for Summer Camp
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Mental health, wellness on the farm

Even with all of the residential growth occurring in the rural portions of Scott
County, agriculture remains a vital component of our local economy. Over 44
percent of the total land use in Scott County is classified as agriculture/farmstead,
encompassing 740 farms. Despite the fact that we so desperately need farmers for
our survival, we often forget about their well-being.
Farmers have an abundance of responsibility, but many factors that impact their
farms and livelihoods are out of their control. These stressors are putting an emotional strain on local farm families and impacting their mental health.
Farm owners and workers are three to five times more likely to die by suicide
compared to other occupations, and those in the industry may be more likely to internalize stress and not know where to turn when feeling overwhelmed. It’s important for us to raise awareness about suicide, and for us to share the fact that suicide
is preventable, mental illness is treatable, and recovery is possible.
Suicide not only affects families for years to come, but affects all those who respond to the calls. It has a profound effect on law enforcement and EMS personnel.
It affects entire communities and schools, and is even more tragic because -- with
attention and monitoring -- most of these situations could have been prevented
through peer intervention and professional help.
State officials and health professionals have taken note of the uptick in farmer
suicides and have swung into action with a multitude of plans, approaches, and
resources. Minnesota has set up free and confidential hotlines specifically for
stressed farmers and other rural residents seeking help (listed at end of this article).
The Minnesota Department of Health has started a series of free training workshops around the state called SafeTALK, which aim to equip community members
for tough conversations meant to help friends and neighbors thinking about suicide.
I encourage people in the agricultural community to reach out when they
see a farmer (or anybody) struggling, as we can be the first line of defense
against losing them to suicide. Watch for signs that someone may be considering
suicide in how they talk or act (expressions of hopelessness, depression, giving
away prized possessions, talking of suicide, securing lethal means), and learn how
to respond. If you see a loved one or a neighbor who may be suffering from these
emotions, reach out, check in, take a meal, pray with them, help lighten their load,
and be a friend with a hug or a shoulder to cry on. Let them know that they are not
alone.
My family arrived in Scott County to farm after acquiring land under the Homestead Act of 1862. As a fifth-generation resident of this County, I care about our
farming communities and want to see them thrive. We owe the proud men and
women involved in agriculture an enormous debt of gratitude and it is extremely
important that we support our farmers.
If you or a loved one is considering suicide, help is always available. These
resources offer immediate free and confidential support for people in distress:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Minnesota Farm and Rural Helpline :1-833-600-2670 X 1. Free,
confidential, 24/7
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 (Veterans, press 1)
Crisis Text Line: Text HOME or MN to 741741
Minnesota Farm Advocates: 800-967-2474
Minnesota Rural Mental Health Specialists (work with farmers throughout
Minnesota. No cost; no paperwork)
* Ted Matthew: 320-266-2390
* Monica McConkey: 218-280-7785
Scott County Canvas Health Mobile Crisis Team: 952-818-3702
University of Minnesota Extension: https://extension.umn.edu/rural-stress
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Minnesota: https://namimn.org/
Help with Daily Living: http://www.211.org/
Business, Financial and Legal Help: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/about/
mnfarmerstress/busfinlegalhelp

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture also has multiple resources: https://
www.mda.state.mn.us/about/mnfarmerstress
• SafeTALK registration: http://safeTALK-agriculture.eventbrite.com
• Visit www.SpeakingOfSuicide.com for a list of additional resources
If you need help figuring out who to contact, call us at (833) 600-2670 x 0 during business hours, or use TTY at 711.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SCHS plans talks on Great
Depresssion, prohibition

Tour the Historic Stans House:
Thursday, March 12. Tours run on
both dates from 1 – 3 p.m. and 5 – 7
p.m. Come tour the historic 1908 Stans
House next door to the Scott County
Historical Society (SCHS)! Learn
what it took to manage a household in
Scott County at the turn of the century,
how work was divided, and what tools
people used every day. Tours cost $3,
are drop-in and last about 40 minutes.

Historic Stans House

Paper World! February Kids Kraft:
Saturday, February 22, 10:30 – 11:15
a.m. at the New Prague Library. For
centuries, young
people have been
making their own
toys! Learn how
to create cities,
houses, and people
with a few scraps
of paper. Let your imagination run
wild, then listen to a story about young
people who created their own world.
Free! Register at scottcountyhistory.
org, or by calling (952) 445-0378.
History Bingo at O’Briens Public
House: Sunday, February 23, 2 – 4
p.m. at O’Briens Public House in
Shakopee. Join us for a night of history
bingo and have some added fun by
coming dressed in your favorite historic
costume – prizes for the best look!

Prohibition Talk at Oldenburg
Brewery: Thursday, February 27,
7 – 8 p.m. at Oldenburg Brewery in
Belle Plaine. Join
us to hear the stories
of bootleggers and
backyard stills in
Scott County during
Prohibition – and
enjoy a pint or two
of Oldenburg’s craft
beer. This program
is in partnership with
the Scott County
Libraries. Free.
Scott County and the Great
Depression: Tuesday, March 17,
7 p.m. at Prior Lake Library.
The 1930s were a difficult period
throughout the United States. During
this time, Scott County was home to
transient relief programs and a New
Deal youth camp unique in the nation.
Learn about these and other stories of
how the Great Depression impacted
local lives. Free.

Postcard Party! March Kids Kraft:
Saturday, March 28, 10:30 – 11:15
a.m. at the Savage Library. Have you
ever sent a postcard before? People
have been using them to say “hello” for
hundreds of years! See some postcards
from Scott County history, and make
your very own postcards. Stamps will
be on hand so
you can write a
message and send
it to someone you
love! Finally, hear a
story about mishaps
in the mail.

SCHS Grand Re-Opening,
Annual Meeting set for April 4
The SCHS Grand Re-Opening will take place on Saturday, April 4, from
6 - 8 p.m. Join us for music and refreshments, as well as two brand new
exhibits -- HomeBrewed: Prohibition in Scott County, and A Woman’s
Place: Suffrage in Scott County.
Preceding the Grand Opening, the SCHS Annual Meeting for Historical
Society members will take place at 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 4, at SCHS.

Smoke from wildfires can affect local air conditions
If you’ve paid any attention to the
news over the last few years, you may
have noticed that it seems like wildfires
are popping up all over in the western United States, Australia, as well as
Canada. Most of these wildfires are
far enough away that they don’t affect
us here in Minnesota. Some Canadian
wildfires, however, have the right conditions to allow smoke to travel down
to Minnesota and affect our air quality.
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) keeps current air quality conditions for the state on their website at https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/
current-air-quality. Data are forecasted
and collected to help educate the public
when the outside air quality is not good

for vigorous activity, kids, and the elderly. There are five pollutants that are
measured hourly that make up the current as well as the forecasted air quality
index or (AQI). These are fine particles
(PM2.5), ground-level ozone (O3), sulfur
dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2),
and carbon monoxide (CO). When
higher levels of one or more of these
toxins are present in the air, the MPCA
will issue an air quality alert, informing the public of the elevated amount of
harmful things in the air we breathe.
How does this relate to wildfires in
Canada? Canada has vast expanses of
forest, which -- when the circumstances are right – can cause fires and burn
unchecked over many acres. This cre-

ates tons of smoke, which lofts in the
air and dissipates in the direction of the
wind. Due to our location with respect
to Canada, and the fact that there isn’t
a mountain range or some other natural
block from there to here, our air can get
smoky from their fires.
Over the past several years, the number of air alerts issued by the MPCA directly related to lofting wildfire smoke
has increased to about half of all alerts
issued out. To understand why these
alerts are given out, we have to look at
what’s in the smoke that is concerning.
Smoke from wildfires consists of carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxide, water vapor, as
well as fine particles. The fine particles

are the most concerning for children’s
developing lungs, as well as more atrisk lungs of the elderly.
So what can be done about wildfire
smoke and the health effects it can have
on you and your loved ones? The single
best thing you can do is be aware. The
air quality is updated hourly, so you
have very current information that can
be used to determine how clean the air
around you is. Minnesota is very fortunate to have overall very good air quality, with only a handful of alert days annually. If you see wildfires in the news,
it might be wise to check the air quality
before planning outings of any kind.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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The rise of baking powder caused a stir

It’s 7:30 p.m. on a Thursday night,
and your daughter just informed you
that she needs 37 cupcakes for tomorrow’s class party. No problem! Just
pull out a box of cake mix, add some
oil and eggs, and voila! Some passable
cupcakes.
The ingredient that makes this kitchen magic possible is baking powder. In
1850, the relatively light and fluffy cake
that we pour out of a box today would
have been a laborious ordeal. Flour
might have to be dried, grated, or sifted,
depending on the season. Sugar needed
to be ground. And even with these tasks
done, you might still have a dense, flat
dessert.
During this time, the main leavening
agent was yeast. Getting a proper rise out
of those finicky little fungi could often
be a multi-day process. Yeast “breathe”
in oxygen and release carbon dioxide.
Over time, and with constant heat, tiny
yeast-breath bubbles of carbon dioxide
build up in dough, causing it to “rise.”
In order to have some fluff, the cakebaking process had to be scheduled with
12 to 24 hours of rising time.
Even acquiring yeast could be difficult. The 1891 household guide Buckeye
Cookery and Practical Housekeeping
listed eight different recipes for making your own yeast. Unfortunately, all
but one of these listed as “good yeast”
required a starter from your last batch.
There was only one set of instructions
for “yeast without yeast,” and the process was lengthy. First, “on Monday
morning,” you were instructed to boil
hops into water and drain the liquid into
a ceramic crock. Once it has cooled to
lukewarm, add “the best brown sugar”
and flour to the mix. Two days later,
add boiled and mashed potatoes and
mix thoroughly. The next day, strain
out the mix into stoneware jugs and
set loosely with corks. Two days later,
the corks could be tightened. Then for
the next two weeks, the mixture should
be set near a stove (keeping it warm,
but not too warm), and it needed to be
stirred frequently. At the end of this
process, you would finally have yeast.
(And probably needed a really good
lie-down.)
It is very possible that the process of
making yeast would have been relatively new to early European—American
Scott County cooks. Until the 1860s,
many housewives simply took leftover
yeast from breweries. With its large German population, leftover brewer’s yeast
might have been the norm for many
Scott County residents. Unfortunately,
in the late 1800s, most brewers switched
from using primarily top-fermenting

Baking powder was mixed in a lab and
and so the new “chemical” product
became instantly suspect. Royal
used the more expensive cream of
tartar in its product and promoted it
as a superior product in newspaper
ads like the one above that ran in
Scott County newspapers during the
first 10 years of 1900.

yeast to bottom-fermenting yeast. This
new “lager” yeast ferments more slowly
and at cooler temperatures, making it
fairly useless in a home kitchen. Around
this time, you also see a proliferation
of cookbooks and household guides
published for frustrated housewives explaining the process of creating yeast.
Given the relative difficulty of obtaining
good yeast, it is no surprise that people
began looking for a substitute.
The story goes that in the 1840s, an
English chemist had a wife who was
allergic to yeast and asked him to invent a substitute. He combined a few
household items and… presto! Baking
powder. In reality, the mission to find an
alternative leavening agent had been going on for centuries. In the late 1700s,
early cookbooks mentioned using
pearlash (or “potash”) to create a rise.
Made from lye, wood ashes, or baker’s
ammonia, pearlash consisted mainly
of potassium carbonate. This produces
carbon dioxide quickly and reliably, but
was difficult to make, caustic, and often
smelly, making it a less than ideal ingredient. By the early 1800s, cooks were
using cream of tartar and baking soda,
but tartar (a byproduct of winemaking) was too expensive for the average
American household.
In 1856, a chemist named Eben Norton Horsford officially patented the first
baking powder. Rather than using ash,
lye, or cream of tartar, Horsford’s inven-

tion was made from boiled down animal
bones. This process extracted monocalcium phosphate, creating an acid that
would react with baking soda to create
CO2. He mixed the two in a container
with a little cornstarch, and baking
powder was born. He started selling his
product under the name “Rumford Baking Powder.”
Baking powder soon became a pantry staple, and competitors began to pop
up. Royal Baking Powder used the classic cream of tartar in their powder, touting it as a higher quality (though slightly more expensive) product. Calmut
and Clabber Girl used alum in place of
monocalcium phosphate, making their
powder slightly cheaper. This competition soon heated. The baking powder
wars had begun.
What makes the struggle between
these companies so unique is the context in which their battle played out.
The United States was changing rapidly
at the turn of the century. The era of the
“Wild West” was ending, and the nation was becoming increasingly urban.
With this came changes in how people
ate. More and more Americans were
turning to pre-prepared foods, and more
and more often, consumers didn’t know
where the ingredients for their meals
were sourced. Food safety laws had not
caught up to these changes, and adulterated, spoiled, and downright poisonous

ingredients became a real fear.
Baking powder was one of the first
popular “chemical” foods. There wasn’t
a baking powder grain that it was ground
from, or a baking powder plant. Instead,
this ingredient was produced in a lab.
During an era of food uncertainty, this
new chemical product became instantly
suspect.
You can see this play out on the pages
of Scott County newspapers. During the
first 10 years of 1900, competing baking powder advertisements grace almost
every issue. Royal and Rumford baking
powders pointed to the health concerns
of the alum in cheaper brands. Calmut
and Clabber insisted that their products
were just as healthful, and cheaper than
the competition. For such a low-profile
food, baking powder dominated the advertising market.
Eventually, cost won out. Royal and
Rumford were acquired by Clabber Girl,
leaving it and Calumet as the reigning
American companies on the market.
You don’t have to look far to see baking
powder’s continued hegemony today:
Cooks around the world use it in everything from cupcakes to crepes, muffins
to madeleines, danishes to doughnuts.
The sheer lack of baking powder ads
gracing our screens speaks to its ubiquitous nature -- nobody has to be convinced to buy baking powder any more.

Under attack for using alum in its product, Calumet Baking Powder offered
a reward for anyone who could prove health problems related to its use. The
ads were commonly featured in Scott County newspapers in the early 1900s.

Become a member of the
Scott County Historical Society

Great things happen at SCHS through member support – we depend on
you. Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and
members receive a variety of additional benefits. Become a member today,
and help us...
• preserve local history
• create interactive and interesting exhibits at the museum and in our communities
• develop engaging and relevant education programs for adults, students and
youth
• maintain a professional staff with skills to provide high-quality services to our
communities
Memberships: Individual $30; Student or Senior $20; Household $40;
Sponsor $75; Business $150. To find out more, visit www.scottcountyhistory.
org or call (952) 445-0378.

The Stans Museum, which
houses the Scott County
Historical Society and its
exhibits, is currently closed
while a new heating and air
conditioning system is being
installed. A grand re-opening is
planned for Saturday, April 4.
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SmartLink provides
rides to those who
need to get around
Scott County is unique compared to
other metro counties in that we don’t
have the large number of fixed route
bus services for moving about within
the County compared to our larger and
more urban neighbors. What many people don’t realize is that Scott County has
services available to all residents to help
find transportation solutions. SmartLink is a team made up of creative and
hard-working individuals who are often tasked with helping individuals get
where they need to go in an area limited
by travel times and distances, frequency
of service, cost, and limitations in funding to address these challenges.
SmartLink Dial-a-Ride is an example of public transportation for Scott
and Carver Counties. Dial-a-Ride offers a reservation-based, door-to-door
service that is available to anyone. In
2017, the SmartLink Dial-a-Ride buses
accommodated over 103,000 passengers. That’s a lot of bus trips!
Of course, not all bus ride requests
can be fulfilled, and SmartLink’s response has been to build a pool of
Volunteer Drivers to help in instances
where a requested trip cannot be confirmed through Dial-a-Ride.
Our Volunteer Drivers are essential
to helping community members that
are without reliable transportation and
need access to health care, employment, community activities, and other
destinations. One recent example of a
SmartLink Volunteer Driver helping a
community member was very special:
The SmartLink Customer Service Team
received a request for assistance to help
a local high school student with a college visit. This student did not have
transportation of his own, and his family was unable to help take him out of
town for a college visit to Brainerd to
discuss a potential football scholarship.
Everyone on the SmartLink Team made

it a priority to help this young man and
started calling potential Volunteer Drivers to see if anyone would be willing
to help. The answer came after several
hours of work on behalf of this young
man, and soon he was on his way to his
college visit and was being driven by a
very gracious volunteer that donated his
time and service to support this individual that otherwise would not have had
the opportunity.
SmartLink Volunteer Drivers performed 2,100 trips last year to support
our community needs. Not all of them
were as extraordinary as the example
above, but every one of them helped
someone in need.
SmartLink continues to be committed to meeting the transportation needs
of people in Scott County. A recent example of how SmartLink continues to
look for ways to help is through Travel
Training. SmartLink created this to
help establish a resource for educating
groups and individuals with transportation questions. Navigating transportation options isn’t always easy in a semirural county like ours, but SmartLink is
doing everything it can to help get individuals where they need to go. SmartLink is a resource for all County residents that have places to go and people
to see -- give us try, we’ll help you get
there!
To learn more about the SmartLink
solutions please contact SmartLink
Dial-a-Ride at (952) 496-8341, Extension 1 (*please allow 2-3 days advance
notice to schedule your ride); visit
SmartLink Volunteer Drivers at www.
scottcountymn.gov and click “Get Involved,” or call Cara at (952) 496-8169;
or call SmartLink at (952) 496-8341,
option 2.

Low-income riders can
get reduced fare passes

Did you know there is a Transportation Assistance Program (TAP)
available to help make public transportation more affordable for low
income individuals? TAP provides a
reduced fare pass on a Go-To Card. It
allows customers to use a fixed route
bus or train for just $1 per ride -- even
during rush hour -- with a 2½ hour

transfer.
For
more
information, go
to https://www.
metrotransit.
org/tap-riders.

**Please note TAP cannot be used for
Dial a ride/TransitLink buses

Library News
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Veterans should seek pre-approval to
access community medical care

We often get asked by our veterans if they can get their medical care in the community rather than traveling to the VA medical center or clinic. The answer is not
a simple yes or no. This topic is too complex to cover all of the intricate details, so
I’m just providing basic information.
Emergency care: If you feel the VA may be responsible to pay for an emergency
room visit or hospital stay, important steps must be taken. First, the VA must
be notified within 72 hours of the treatment. You, a family member, or staff
should call the Minneapolis VA referral line at (612) 725-2019. The care must
be for an emergency that a person believes necessary to avoid hazards to life or
health (basically, life or death). Generally, ambulance rides will not be covered.
If you have other health insurance (including Medicare), it is unlikely the VA will
pay for the care.
Urgent care: Eligible veterans can receive urgent care from a provider that is
part of the VA’s contracted network of community providers. Eligible veterans
are enrolled in VA health care and have received care from the VA within
24 months prior to accessing urgent care. Urgent care does not require preauthorization from the VA. This is for non-life-threatening conditions such as
a sore throat, ear pain, painful urination, pink eye, bumps and bruises, or the
flu, among others conditions. Veterans in VA priority group 1-5 can receive
up to three urgent care visits without a copayment; groups 6-8 will have a $30
copayment. There are a number of providers in our area; go to https://www.
va.gov/find-locations/ to find a VA contract provider.
Non-emergency, non-urgent private medical care: All private medical care
must be pre-approved by the VA before making an appointment. So what if
a veteran is interested in accessing community care -- how do they get this
approved? The following is a brief description of the steps to take.
1. A veteran’s eligibility for community care depends on his/her individual
health care needs or circumstances.
2. A veteran must be enrolled in VA health care and receive care through the
VA
3. Schedule an appointment with your VA provider (doctor). Your VA
team with determine your eligibility for community care. The factors
determining eligibility include: a service not available at the VA, VA
cannot provide care within certain designated access standards.
The most important aspect of community medical treatment is to be sure you
are eligible and the VA has authorized the treatment before seeing a community
medical provider.
New Prague Veterans Memorial
The goal for this memorial is to pay respect to community members that have
served in the armed forces. The tragic loss of LCpl. Dale Means on November
18, 2012, a New Prague resident, is at the heart of this project. The Means Family
Memorial Committee and the community of New Prague plan to create a place to
honor all veterans from the community. The location will be in Memorial Park,
right on Main Street and clearly visible for everyone to appreciate. There will be
five three-sided pillars listing the names of any veteran who honorably served. A
back wall will honor those killed in action, missing in action, or killed in the line of
duty. Much more information (including how to donate and application forms for
listing a veteran) can be obtain on their website (see below). Committee member
contact information is also located on the application forms.
Donations can be made on Facebook or the memorial website: www.npveteransmemorial.com or by check.
Veteran’s status on your MN driver’s license
A quick reminder: If you provide your DD214 when you renew your MN driver’s
license, your veteran’s status will be included on the license.

Storyteller, legacy letters, art classes offered at libraries

Winter tends to be a time for education and self-improvement, and the
Scott County Library is offering several
programs and classes that do just that,
as well as some events that are “just for
fun”!

Special events

Club Book Presents: Brad Taylor
March 10, 7 – 8 p.m., Club Prior/
Prior Lake Library
Brad Taylor is the pen behind the
high-octane and New York Times
bestselling Pike Logan series, and
he will be visiting Prior Lake to talk
about his work and his life. Stick
around afterwards -- his books will
be available for purchase and signing
after the presentation.

Classes
Computer and Technology Classes
If you’re looking to brush up on your
computer and technology skills, look
no further! This winter and spring,
we have a wide variety of classes that
will introduce or enhance your MS
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint skills;
classes that will help you become
more social media savvy (Don’t Fall
for It: Assessing the Truth Online;
Identity Theft); and even classes that
may help your bottom line (Pinterest
for Business; There an App for That
Business). Registration is required for
each class.*

Hands On! Art Exploration for Adults
February - April
Looking for something creative to

Programs

Sign up for adult art classes.

do? Want to experiment with new
or unusual art forms? Take a look at
our Hands On! class offerings! We
have everything from mosaics to
suminigashi, wildlife charcoal drawing
to clay handbuilding. All classes are
free, and are aimed at beginners. Preregistration is required.*

History at the Library
Join us this winter for several
programs discussing unique aspects
of Scott County history. The Scott
County Historical Society will present
a variety of programs on the Civil
War, the Minnesota River, Prohibition,
and the Great Depression at various
Scott County libraries. An Artifact
Story Share (to hear the stories behind
some of the artifacts in the SCHS
collections) is also scheduled this
winter. You can bring an item of your
own and share its own unique tale as
well!
*To register for any class or event listed
above, go to the Scott County Library
website at www.scottlib.org/Events.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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To combat erosion, local farmer devises no-till planter

In 2012, Adam Simon found himself
on the farm that was once his grandfather’s land. The fields that had once
been lush cropland and pasture for a
small dairy farm operation had turned
into black, hard, unusable soil. Gullies had formed, causing ravines big
enough to trap tractors. His crops were
not thriving like he hoped, and the extreme dry-then-wet-then-dry weather of
that growing season was not helping. He
knew something had to change.
Adam, from Webster, Minnesota,
started searching for alternative farming
practices in 2014 to start controlling the
increasing sheet and rill and ephemeral
erosion and compaction problems on
his fields. The land had been worked to
the bone by continuous tillage year after year, so Adam began working with
Andy Porupsky from the Scott SWCD
office. Together, the two worked out a
plan to install four different grassed waterways spanning over 4100 feet. The
grassed waterways would catch the excess water and reduce his wide-spreading ephemeral gully erosion.
Over time, this process establishes
suitable vegetation to convey excess
runoff. Once he saw the success of his
waterways, Adam started researching.
He combed through YouTube videos
and online farming forums, educating
himself on different farming practices
that promoted soil health. Adam experimented and modified a little bit every
year to see what did and didn’t work on
any particular field.
To help fix his sheet and rill erosion,
Adam adapted contour farming into
his practice. By using contour farming,
planting crops perpendicular to slopes,
and following the natural contours of
the land, erosion patterns are broken and
the flow of water can be captured and

Adam Simon and his children stand beside his modified no-till planter.

slowed much more easily. He planted
his first season of cover crops in 2016
with NRCS’s EQIP sign up. In 2018,
he tried out cover crops again with the
SWCD, fall seeding 16.6 acres using
a mix of cereal rye and oats into soybeans. He noticed almost immediately
how much easier it was to work the
soil. He saw so much success that he increased his cover crop acreage to 88.6
this year. As it continues to work, Adam
will continue to expand.
Adam’s experimenting has changed
the way he looks at farming. On a memorable spring morning last year, Adam
recalled walking out to his field after a
two-inch rain event. He wanted to see
what the massive dumping of water
had done to his soil. Back in 2012, if he
would have grabbed a handful after such

a rain, it would have felt like molding
clay: Wet, heavy and sticky. But when
he picked up a clump of dirt last spring,
the soil fell to the ground in perfect cottage cheese clumps: Light, airy, and full
of nutrients. It was just one more example that proved all his efforts were making a difference in his soil health. The
evidence was right in front of his eyes.
Adam spent part of this last growing
season converting his conventional John
Deer 7000 six-row corn planter into
a no-till planter. He added things like
heavy duty seed openers, Martin-Till
Row Cleaners, spiked closing wheels,
drag chains, and modified his fertilizer
distributer until his planter did exactly
what he wanted. As a result, he was
able to seed beans at 90,000 per acre.
“A farmer’s best tool is his planter,”

says Adam, and when considering how
foundational soil health is to good crop
yield, he’s right.
No-tilling leaves plant matter on
fields, and allows soil structure to stay
intact. This increases soils ability to absorb and infiltrate water which in turn
reduces soil erosion and runoff. Notilling has saved Adam countless hours
in his operation, no longer needing to
spend the time working his field or repairing his tillage equipment. He’s also
noticed the money saved by reducing
his fertilizer rates and fuel bill. It’s a
positive, compounding effect. With his
planter newly modified, Adam is hoping to compare how much time he saves
next year compared to his previous.
Adam loves the ever-changing experiment that is farming. He lives for new
techniques, and revels in the challenges
that his land gives him.
He’s dedicated his time educating his
friends and other farmers on the benefits
of adopting conservation farming practices. “Experiment and have an open
mind. No matter your operation, there
is something out there that will work for
you,” he says. He insists there are small,
easy changes that farmers can make that
will mitigate risks. “Don’t be afraid to
take things one step at a time, and remember to have an open mind.”
What drives him most of all, however, is his family. Adam lives in Webster with his wife, Danielle, and their
two children, Rylan and Mikaela. He
wants to leave a long-lasting legacy for
his children. “Think about what you’re
leaving your kids,” he says, “We have
to leave something good for them. Everyone can do something to make that
happen.”

Hentges receives state award for work on soil health
Joe Hentges’ name was called to the
stage in a room of hundreds at the annual Minnesota Association of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) convention last December. He
was called up in honor of the tremendous impact in conservation he’s had in
Scott County, and the countless ways
he’s paving the way towards a better
future. He was 2019’s Conservation
Leader in Scott County.
Joe raises corn and soybeans in
Scott County; even before he started
his conservation journey, incorporating
cover crops into his farming operation
had been on his mind for a number of
years. He could see cover crops were
an effective conservation practice that
could potentially improve his soil while
minimizing runoff pollution. As with
any business, trying something new involves a steep learning curve and taking some financial risk. It’s especially
true on a farm, where profit margins and
room for error are very small. He started using cover crops in the fall of 2016
as a means to combat his coarse and
compacted soil. The following spring,
he already noticed the difference in his
soil health, saying his equipment was
able to cut through his previously-tough
soil “like butter.” He has been planting
cover crops on various fields ever since,
planting over 300 acres in some years.
Joe experienced first-hand how cover
crops have many benefits for soil health,
including increased soil structure, erosion reduction, and decreased fertilizer
costs.
His success with cover crops sparked
a chain reaction, and he began adding
new ideas and methods into his operation each year. Partnering with the
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District’s Farmer-Led Council (FLC)
to aerial seed cover crops, Joe became

Lake-Friendly Farm certified, and he
brought over 230 acres of cropland into
better nutrient management. Last year,
he started no-till practices to see what
impact this would have on yields and
seeding soybeans into standing rye. His
eagerness and drive to try new things
is one of the many reasons he was chosen as Scott County’s representative for
Outstanding Conservationist this year.
In addition to his accomplishments in
farming, Joe is also a leader and one of
the founding members of the local Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District’s
FLC. Joe attends meetings and is a part
of a vast network of people who share
time and collaborate on knowledge and
resources. The FLC is a group of local
farmers who aim to lower the amount of
nutrients that agriculture is contributing
to the watershed. Joe was a part of the
alliance that provided cover crop incentives for local farmers, which help encourage producers to implement cover
crops on their land. Joe also sits on the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Advisory
committee. FSA members are elected
by their peers to inform decisions made
by FSA service centers throughout the
country. Through this, Joe helps determine conservation program priority, disaster relief, and more for Scott County.
Joe is an advocate for educating people when given the chance. He speaks
on behalf of farmers at committee meetings, official gatherings, educational
events, and additionally attends local
soil health meetings. Joe is very involved in his family’s milk and grain
hauling business, and also sells seed as
a dealer. He is an exceptional “people
person” who is warm and friendly to everyone he meets. He has a lot to juggle,
but is willing to take time to try something new when the opportunity pres-

Joe Hentges (center) was honored at the annual Minnesota Association of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts conference for his outstanding work in
conservation. He was 2019’s Conservation Leader in Scott County.

ents itself. He said it best himself: “I
want to be able to hand this land down
in better shape than it is now. Your land
is your legacy.”
Joe, along with others, farms land
in the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) and the Scott
Watershed Management Organization
(SWMO), both of which offer funding
for cover crops. With the help of these
funding sources, Joe is able to experi-

SCOTT COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH FREE
HEALTH CLINIC
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Workforce Development Center
792 Canterbury Rd. S., Ste.231
Shakopee

No appointment needed

ment on more acres of cover crops without increasing financial risk.
If you are interested in planting cover
crops anywhere in Scott County, call the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425. Their
offices can work with you to assess how
cover crops can fit into your operation,
help you create a cover crop plan, and
help you apply for financial assistance.

Answers to
Environmental
Crossword

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

LightEmittingDiode
Jordan
Conservation
Mercury
ShreddedPaper
Recycling
Dioxin
Televisions
Batteries
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SWCD tree sale underway
It’s never too early to start thinking about
the trees you want to plant this spring, and
now is the perfect time to start planning: The
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s
annual tree sale has officially begun!
This sale is a great opportunity for residents to add high-quality, low-cost natural
plantings to their yard or acreage. There are
24 varieties of trees and shrubs for sale, inducing varieties of cedar, pine, spruce, oak,
birch and more. Native seed mixes and tree
supplies (mats, spades, and marking flags)
are also for sale. The SWCD is adding new
supplies to their inventory this year: Tree
tubes! Tree tubes are quick and easy to install, and provide protection from weather
and wildlife for up to five years.
The Scott SWCD is again offering the
“Backyard Bundle,” a great choice for residents who live in a city or on smaller rural
lots. It includes five different varieties in one
bundle of 25, including Paper Birch, Black
Hills Spruce, Highbush Cranberry, Lilac,
and Red Osier Dogwood. All other varieties
are sold in bundles of 25.
All varieties thrive in Minnesota’s various soil types and climate. The sale continues through the end of April, at which time
customers may pick up their pre-paid orders
and buy smaller bundles of any remaining
seedlings at the Scott County Fairgrounds in
Jordan. Put in your order early to ensure the
species you want are available.
Each tree that is planted in Scott County
plays a role in conserving soil and water by

Backyard Bundles are back! Order
now through April 10 and enjoy future
backyard fun.

holding soil in place and allowing stormwater to seep into the ground. At last year’s tree
sale, residents purchased 28,500 tree and
shrub seedlings to plant for wildlife habitat,
property borders, and landscaping.
The best way to order your trees is by
going to the Scott SWCD tree sale website
at www.scottswcdtrees.com. From there,
you’ll be able to browse current inventories
with pictures and additional information
about specials and bundles. You can place
tree orders directly from the website, print
off order forms, or use the form at right to
mail in as well. Call the Scott SWCD office
in Jordan at (952) 492-5425, or send an email to scottswcdtrees@gmail.com for more
information. Tree orders will be available
for pick-up on April 24 from 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Pictured above are Farmer-Led Council members, PLSLWD Board and staff, Scott
SWCD Board and staff; Rob Casey and Joe Hentges are seated in the middle with
Lake-Friendly Farm awards.

Lake-Friendly Farm Awards
presented to local farmers
Thirty-eight local farmers, Watershed
District Board members, Scott SWCD Supervisors, Prior Lake City Council members, landowners, and other government
staff and officials came together on January
29 to help celebrate the great water quality
achievements of four farmers who were certified into the Lake-Friendly Farm Program.
Farmers upstream of Spring and Prior
Lakes have been busy working on clean water solutions for our lakes. Formed in 2013,
the Farmer-Led Council (FLC) has met with
experts from the University of Minnesota,
Discovery Farms, and regional farming
leaders to bring the best solutions and ideas
to the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District (PLSLWD) to improve our lakes.
“Farmland makes up most of the landscape in the upper watershed of our lakes,
and farmers are the most important stewards
of the land in these areas.” Diane Lynch,
PLSLWD District Administrator said.
The FLC created the Lake-Friendly Farm
Program to recognize farmers that are doing
an outstanding job managing their farms in a
way that protects the water resources in the
PLSLWD. With help from Scott SWCD,
the program also assists farmers in identifying potential best management practices on
their land to help protect our lakes.
Farmers presented with the Lake-Friendly Farm Certification Awards include Joe
Hentges, Jim Dubbe, Paul Krueger, and

Tim O’Loughlin for their outstanding contributions to water quality in the Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District. Across the
four farmers, the certification spreads across
eight different farms and 17 individual
fields.
At the event, Diann Korbel, Ag Program
Specialist at the Scott SWCD, spoke of how
Joe Hentges’ high-residue conservation tillage and variable rate application of crop
nutrients result in low soil and nutrient loss
from his fields.
Similarly, Jim Dubbe’s high-residue conservation tillage, use of alfalfa as a perennial
crop, water quality tile inlets, and manure
management made him stand out for this
award.
Tim O’Loughlin proactively installed a
side-inlet on his ditch to stop some channelizing soil erosion. He consistently reduces
risk of soil loss by using minimum tillage,
and is replacing a conventional tile inlet
with a water quality inlet.
Paul Krueger voluntarily installed filter
strips long before the MN buffer law was
around. He consistently uses alfalfa and
winter rye cover crops as part of his rotation
which leads to low soil losses despite some
steeper slopes.
More information about the LakeFriendly Farm Program and other FarmerLed Council programs can be found on the
PLSLWD’s website at www.plslwd.org/flc.

