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County responds to pandemic;
residents asked to stay at home
What’s open, what’s closed
Check how to access County
services during building
closures, social distancing
Page 11

Thinking about gardening?
Get some tips for growing
your own food
Page 8

As Scott County residents sheltered in place and maintained six-foot social distancing at essential worksites and
stores in order to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
County and state officials, staff, and health care providers
have been working to contain the spread and severity of the
pandamic.
The Scott County Board declared a local state of emergency due to the pandemic on March 17; this was preceded
by disaster declarations at the state and national levels on
March 13. Since then, the Governor has issued orders to
close restaurants and bars until May 1, and schools will use
distance learning and teaching until May 4 (watch for updates). The Department of Motor Vehicle Services has shut
down Deputy Registrar offices. The Department of Education has closed library buildings, but is encouraging electonic and digital programs (see article on page 7 to see how
Scott County is responding).
The County has developed continuity of operations
plans in response to guidelines for isolating and quarantining along with the possibility of actual illness absences. Al-

Our community is coming
together to support residents
in need. Check our COVID-19
Community Resources page to
see resources for child care,
food access, and more: www.
scottcountymn.gov/covid19help

To follow all updates on
County services, visit:
www.scottcountymn.gov/
covid19
though County buildings are currently closed to the public until at least May 4, Scott County continues to provide many services by phone, mail, digital, and fax. Drop
boxes are also located outside the Government Center
im Shakopee for residents to deposit property tax payments (first-half property taxes due May 15 -- see page
2), building permit applications, vehicle tab renewals,
and more. See the list of services that are open and closed
as of April 6 on page 11 or visit www.scottcountymn.
gov for the most up-to-date information on how to access
county services, including licensing services, health care,
libraries, financial assistance, and human services. Those
without internet service can also call (952) 445-7750. In
addition, follow Scott County on Facebook, Twitter, and
Nextdoor for the latest updates.
Addressing internet challenges
With the Governor’s Stay at Home order requiring
many residents and students to work and study at home,
Scott County is coordinating efforts to quickly bring
higher levels of internet service to rural areas of the
county that have limited or no internet service.
The County Board on March 31 approved a publicprivate resolution with Access Networks, a Minnesota
internet service provider specializing in fixed wireless
PANDEMIC RESPONSE to page 15

The butter battle

As oleo gained in popularity, local
dairy farmers fought back
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Homebound families find fun activities
From board games to indoor
“camping” and cooking, families
across Scott County have been finding a variety of ways to entertain
themselves during the stay at home
order.
Mike Franklin of Jordan reports
that his family of six has devised
everything from a chore chart to get
some projects done, to making homemade pop tarts, and keeping track of
all game boards played and winners
on a “Quarantine Gamemaster” chart.
“A champion will eventually be de-

clared,” he said.
The Franklins also joined some
others in the community and put up
their Christmas lights to bring a little
cheer to their neighborhood. Then
they put up a tent and “camped” indoors…and they played lots of games
of Catan. There’s also been arts and
craft projects, sessions with Mo Willems (a children’s author, who is offering a free daily doodle program
online), and a “planking” contest
between the two older boys. “So far,
HOMEBOUND to page 7

An intricate Lego creation was
completed by the Noyes children.

Have you
completed your
2020 Census?

The 2020 Census is underway, and with restrictions in
place because of the COVID-19
pandemic, it is more important
than ever to complete the questionnaire online or fill out the
paper copy and return it in the
mail.
Scott County receives some
State and Federal aid based on
its population, so it is important
to count every resident!

Mike Franklin and his family have found lots of activities to keep them
busy during the “stay at home” order. They are mastering the game
of Catan and other board games when not engaged in online school
activities in their designated “Franklin Academy.”
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

County takes action to provide
safety, stability during pandemic

As of this writing, we are three weeks into the American COVID-19 pandemic...
a world that seemed to change overnight, and now continues to change by the hour.
In my 35 years of government service, I have been involved in flood responses,
tornado/wind responses, and even supporting vaccinations during the H1N1 outbreak. In all of these, there was a specific response for a specific incident that we
were trained to do and follow through on. From a County operations perspective,
however, this COVID 19 situation is very different – a response that has required 40
business units to transform how they did business within a couple weeks.
In response to this outbreak, the County has taken several actions to provide
some stability for both our residents and staff through May 3. Consistent with the
President’s direction to social distance until April 30 and the Governor’s executive
order for remote education and social gathering closures until May 1, all County
buildings are closed through May 3. We, like everyone, are trying to eliminate
face-to-face contact and provide critical services remotely. That being said, there
are still ways to access many County resources.
Libraries:
• County libraries are providing many digital/on-line programs.
• A wide assortment of e-books is available for checkout.
• Curb-side pick-up: You can order your books over the phone or online; just
arrange a time to pick up and they will place your items in your trunk or on
the curb.
Parks and Trails:
• Parks are open and available for walking and to enjoy some fresh air and
sunshine.
The County is also maintaining resources to help our residents who need community supports and service through this difficult time.
Public Safety and Health:
• Our 24-hour/seven-days-a-week services in the Sheriff’s Office continue to
operate and provide critical services to our residents who need assistance.
• The County Attorney’s office is still meeting all scheduled court calendars to
keep the public safe and protect citizens’ rights.
• Health and Human Services is also working to make sure we keep our
vulnerable children and adults safe.
Beyond that, we know that closing businesses and layoffs has created stress on
families. For those needing supports in the following area, please consider using
the following resources:
• The Mental Health Center continues to operate through tele-medicine and
working with existing clients for new appointments; please contact (952)
496-8959 for help or more information.
• The Mental Health Crisis Line is a connection for those needing immediate
help: (952) 818-3702.
• Economic Assistance and Unemployment links to the state are available
through the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov under
“COVID-19 Resources.”
As always, the best way to stay up to date on County programs and other community resources are by visiting our website at www.scottcountymn.gov. Stay
home, stay safe, and stay healthy. We’re going to get through this.

First-half property taxes due May 15

Despite the Scott County Government
Center being closed to the public, staff is
still available to process first-half property
tax payments that remain due on May 15.
Payments can be sent in the mail; paid
online with a debit or credit card (visit
www.scottcountymn.gov and then click
on the “Pay Property Tax” button); or
dropped off at two drop boxes located
outside the Government Center. In most
cases, checks will serve as a receipt, but
if a receipt is desired, please include that
request in your payment and one will be
sent to you.

Two drop boxes are located
outside the Scott County
Government Center to
drop tax payments or other
documents needed by staff.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

A study completed through a partnership with the Uniersity of Minnesota’s
Resilient Communities Project found that, on average between 2012 and
2016, parcels zoned for rural residential (RR-1, RR-1C, and RR-2) and rural
commercial/industrial (C-1 and I-1) brought in more dollars in tax revenues
than the cost to provide local government services, while parcels zoned
agricultural (A-1, A-2, and A-3) brought in fewer dollars in tax revenue than
the cost to provide public services.

U of M project studies
cost of community
services in rural areas
During the County’s 2040 Comprehensive Planning process, there was
healthy debate among residents, landowners, developers, and elected officials on sustainable land use and density
policies in the rural areas. Some wanted
more housing in the County’s longstanding farmland preservation areas,
while others in the more developed part
of rural Scott County wanted to move
away from small-lot cluster housing development to larger 10-acre lots.
In both situations, there was good
discussion on how changes in rural density policy could impact the cost to deliver public services to these areas, such
as roads, public safety, social services,
and school busing. Unfortunately, these
discussions were not rooted in any real
data analysis or systematic method to
evaluate fiscal impacts associated with
different land uses and densities.
One of the key challenges the County faces as it continues to grow is understanding the fiscal impacts associated
with different types of land use, particularly in rural areas of the County that
are experiencing rapid growth. The fiscal consequences of different land uses
vary significantly, in terms of both the
amount of tax revenues generated and
the cost of providing local government
services.
During its recent partnership with
University of Minnesota’s Resilient
Communities Project, Scott County collaborated with students and faculty to
help uncover these fiscal impacts of the
County’s three broad rural land-use categories: Agricultural Preservation (with
a residential density of one housing unit
per 40 acres), Rural Residential (residential densities ranging from one housing unit per 2.5 to 10 acres), and Rural
Commercial/Industrial.
“We thought this was a great opportunity to tap into the University’s insight, knowledge, and energy to conduct
this type of analysis,” said County Planning Director Brad Davis. By reorganizing publicly available data on how Scott
County raises and spends money, Davis
said he hoped the University could help
answer the question of which land-use
types tend to “pay their own way.”
In February, the results of the U of M

student study were presented to County
Commissioners. The study found that,
on average between 2012 and 2016, parcels zoned for rural residential (RR-1,
RR-1C, and RR-2) and rural commercial/industrial (C-1 and I-1) brought in
more dollars in tax revenues than the
cost to provide local government services, while parcels zoned agricultural
(A-1, A-2, and A-3) brought in fewer
dollars in tax revenue than the cost to
provide public services. The “cost of
community services” ratios, in terms
of dollars spent per dollar raised, are:
Agricultural, $1.25; Rural Residential, $0.89; and Commercial/Industrial,
$0.37.
Terin Mayer, the U of M Ph.D. student who conducted the study, cautioned County staff and leadership to
view these results at a high level and not
jump to any specific conclusions. “One
might be tempted to assume this means
the County should court more land uses
with low ratios and shun those with
high, but one should be very careful in
drawing that conclusion. Because this
study is only a snapshot in time, it says
very little about the budget effects of
any radical zoning change,” said Mayer.
The cost of community services
study was modeled after an approach
promoted by the American Farmland
Trust that has been widely used by communities across the nation. However,
even with an established methodology,
Meyers said that there were a lot of assumptions and decisions that needed to
go into this type of analysis. “An inherent challenge of the work involved trying to think geographically about budget line items that don’t always have a
geographic footprint. We were trying to
figure out how much of a department’s
spending went to each of the different
land-use types, and it was often not obvious how to go about that task.”
The study’s ratio for agricultural
lands departs from findings from most
other cost of community services studies across the nation. “Our methodology included farmsteads in the incomegenerating revenue coming to local
and county governments and schools,
while national studies excluded these

SERVICES STUDY to next page
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Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through June 2020

April 21
April 28

–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
Budget Workshop
County Board meeting
no meeting			

June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23		
June 30

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board Workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancy

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want
to serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committee. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have
incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy).
Currently, there is one vacancy in
Commissioner District 2. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the
Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, recommending budgets,
and selecting and evaluating the Extension staff. The University of Minnesota
Extension discovers science-based solutions, delivers practical education, and
engages Minnesotans to build a better future. Together, we create a better world
for today and tomorrow by keeping our food safe and affordable; preparing today’s
youth to thrive in a complex world; ensuring Minnesota communities are strong;
improving our environment; and helping families make better decisions. The
Extension Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.).
For more information on Extension, go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact
Tammy McCulloch, Extension Regional Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612)
735-6161.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•
•
•

District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5: The City of Savage.

Services study

improvements in the revenues.” Meyer
explained. “This difference in methodology changes the overall results when
comparing our study to national studies,
but is a methodology that in my mind is
more logical and defensible when discussing the ‘true’ impacts of different
density policies.”
The Commissioners picked up on the
agricultural cost ratio, and asked if the
three biggest County expenditure cost
drivers – general government, health
and human services, and public safety –
are based on actual use of these services
by township and city residents, and not
just spread out on a per capita basis.
Meyer acknowledged that there are limitations in interpolating what portion of
the rural and urban population actually
use specific County services. Davis said
another possible driver to this ratio is on
the revenue side of the equation. Agricultural properties are often enrolled in

From page 2

tax benefit programs like Green Acres
or Metropolitan Agricultural Preserves,
where the land is assessed on the agricultural value rather than the potential
market value.
Davis told Commissioners that finalizing a cost of services study was a
key recommendation coming out of the
County’s adopted 2040 Comprehensive
Plan, and the study results could help
enhance some of the discussions happening at the township level around
long-term road and infrastructure costs
and will shape some of the discussions
in the next planning cycle. “I hope the
results will inform decisions made today
and into the future on setting sustainable
land-use and housing-density policies in
Scott County’s rural areas,” said Davis.
To obtain a copy of the Cost of Community Services study or get more information, contact Brad Davis at (952)
496-8564 or bdavis@co.scott.mn.us.

April/May 2020 Scott County SCENE Page 3

Better Business Bureau
warns of scammers
cashing in on relief checks
The proposed federal stimulus package signed into law by the President
March 27 includes sending the majority of Americans a check to offset lost
income from the coronavirus crisis.
Scammers wasted no time in taking advantage of this news. The Better Business Bureau (BBB) received reports
on their BBB Scam Tracker (BBB.org/
ScamTracker) about government imposters calling about the checks. Watch
out for those offering phony government grants that ask for personal and
banking information.
How the scam works
You receive a message or see a social
media post claiming that you qualify for
a special COVID-19 government grant.
With the news stories about the proposed stimulus plan, you figure it must
be true. You click the link and are taken
to what seems to be an official website
asking you to enter your personal information and/or banking details. The site
claims this is “necessary” to verify your
identity and process your grant.
As always, there are several versions of this con. BBB Scam Tracker
has received reports of people contacted through text message, social media
posts and messages, and phone calls.
One variation is a Facebook post telling
seniors about a special grant to help pay
medical bills. The link leads to a fraudulent website claiming to be a government agency call the “U.S. Emergency
Grants Federation.” The site requests

your Social Security number under the
guise of needing to verify your eligibility. In other versions, scammers claim
that you can get additional money – up
to $150K in one case – or even receive
your funds immediately. All you need
to do is share personal details and pay a
small “processing fee.”
Regardless of the message, don’t
click. In addition to taking your money,
these sites can also download malware
to your devise and use your information
for identity theft.
Tips to spot a COVID-19 grant scam
Government agencies do not communicate through social media avenues
like Facebook, so be wary of unsolicited
messages.
Do not pay any money for a “free”
government grant. If you have to pay
money to claim a “free” government
grant, it is not really free. A real government agency will not ask you to pay an
advanced processing fee. The only official list of all U.S. federal grant-making
agencies is Grants.gov.
Check for look-alikes. Be sure to do
your research and see if a government
agency or organization actually exists.
Find contact information on your own
and call them to be sure the person
you’ve heard from is legitimate.
Don’t assume an offer in a social media message is from a real friend. It’s
easier for scammers to impersonate real
people on social media. Call your friend
to verify it was they who contacted you.

Check your wells in spring

With the weather now having shifted
into spring, it may be a good idea to go
out and inspect your well. If you had
excessive snow covering your wellhead, ponding water from snow melt
around your well, or if your well had
been completely flooded, you may
have harmful bacteria getting into your
drinking water.
It’s important to maintain your
well; they are not expected to last forever, and poor maintenance could risk
your health. Do a visual inspection of
the wellhead to make sure there are no
cracks, there is at least one foot of casing extending out of the ground, excessive leaves are not piled around your
well, and any chemicals or pesticides
are not stored near it.
If your well has been flooded, it is
best to assume that it has been contaminated and needs to be disinfected. Disinfection can be completed by you or by
a licensed well professional. The Minnesota Department of Health has stepby-step directions for well disinfection at https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/wells/

natural/disinfectflood.html.
Following
a
flooding event
and the disinfection process,
it is then recommended to
have your well
tested for coliform bacteria.
Keep wellheads
Neglect of
clear of ponding
your well can
water, debris.
be
directly
affecting your health, so be proactive in
maintaining your well and testing your
water.
For more information on well maintenance, read the Well Owner’s Handbook, provided by the Minnesota Department of Health (https://www.health.
state.mn.us/communities/environment/
water/docs/wells/construction/handbook.pdf). Well water test kits are also
available through Scott County Environmental Services; visit scottcountymn.gov/wells for more information.

Testing is even more important if you have young children.
Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/wells for more information
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Environmental SCENE
By Richard Jones
HHW Program Coordinator

Networking, personal growth
increases effectiveness

Recently, I had the pleasure of attending the North American Hazardous Materials Management Association (NAHMMA) national conference. The conference
was located in Denver, Colorado, and hosted by the Rocky Mountain Chapter of
NAHMMA. As the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program Coordinator, it
is part of my job to keep up-to-date on all things related to hazardous waste and
materials. This weeklong conference with daily trainings, small group sessions,
and tours is a convenient way of earning a lot of knowledge in this field.
I was expecting the highlight to be the training, with topics such as Identification of Unknowns, Explosive and Highly-Reactive Chemicals, Disaster Debris
Management for HHW Managers, and more. These trainings are extremely helpful
and relevant, but the trainings were not what struck me as the high point of these
conferences. The highlight was the professional association, being able to network with other folks in the same industry, and promotion of professional growth
through personal growth.
NAHMMA was established in 1993 and is the premier association for professionals working to reduce and manage HHW. It is a volunteer-run, non-profit organization committed to pollution prevention, product stewardship, and safe handling
of hazardous materials. There are 10 chapters from Florida to the Northwest Chapter. Being a part of a professional association in your field can get you access to
training, resources, news, and opportunities to network with others.
Networking with others has many benefits, including getting fresh ideas, exchange of knowledge, building personal confidence, gaining a different perspective,
developing long-lasting professional and personal relationships, and being able to
get answers to questions. The NAHMMA conference had many opportunities for
networking, including a Membership Mixer where games and conversation helped
establish strong working connections, a HHW Olympics where our physical skills
with a wrench and a drum increased our spirit of competition and camaraderie, and
the Golden Bung Awards where the weird and wacky world of strange HHW items
opened up conversations and laughter. Networking on a professional level is vital
to career growth and building long-term relationships and reputation.
Personal growth is extremely important to professional growth. Without a clear
mindset, it is difficult to grow on a professional level. It can also be said that
professional issues can interfere with home life. The conference had two keynote
speakers that didn’t talk about HHW specifics, but about harnessing the power of
habits including safety, health, productivity, leadership, stress, relationships, and
happiness, and the second speaker spoke about inspiring integrity though “authentic success” and living an ethical life. Both speakers gave excellent presentations.
After attending the NAHMMA conference, I realized that being the Scott County
HHW Program Coordinator is more than just being knowledgeable about hazardous waste and materials. It is also acknowledging the importance of professional
associations, networking, and professional growth as the Program Coordinator, to
my fellow co-workers, and the community.

MnTAP offers free materials
exchange for businesses
The Minnesota Materials Exchange
is a website that connects businesses
that have reusable goods they no longer
need to others who can use them. This
free reuse network is available to help
prevent good materials from becoming
waste, and helps saves businesses’ money. The exchange is open to Minnesota
non-profits, institutions, and businesses,
including the commercial and manufacturing sectors.
Materials that can be found
on the exchange site:
•Art supplies
•Building and construction materials
•Chemicals and cleaners (unopened)
•Classroom supplies and fixtures
•Commercial appliances

•Computers and office equipment
•Fixtures and parts, furniture
•Industrial and agricultural byproducts
•Medical/laboratory equipment and
supplies
•Metals, glass, wood
•Motors, pumps, and other electrical
equipment
•Office supplies and paper
•Paints, coatings, and stains
•Plastics, rubber, and composites
•Raw materials
•Shipping and packaging materials
•Sporting goods
•Textiles, fabric, and leather
•Tools and manufacturing equipment
For more information on MnTAP’s
Material Exchange program, visit www.
mnexchange.org.

ReUSE website connects sellers, buyers

Integrate reuse, rental, and repair
into your business, life, and community
with the ReUSE Minnesota website!
ReUSE Minnesota provides a userfriendly website that connects businesses with items that they want to sell, buy,
and rent with other business. Business
reuse is great for our economy; it helps
businesses save money, reduces waste,
and conserves natural resources.
Members of ReUSE Minnesota can:
• Discover reuse, rental, and repair
businesses that can save money;
• Discover more reuse, rental, and
repair options in Minnesota;

•
•
•
•

Connect with people who are
passionate about reuse;
Get involved by attending ReUSE
Minnesota events;
Shape our advocacy work and
messaging; and
Receive the latest reuse news
through an e-newsletter and
members-only LinkedIn group.

ReUSE Minnesota is a memberbased, non-profit focused on bringing
visibility to the reuse, rental. and repair
sector. For more information visit ReUSEMN.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Workforce Board seeks
Employers of Excellence

“Ensuring we have top talent possible is ‘mission critical.’ The DakotaScott Workforce Development Board
sponsoring the Employers of Excellence
recognition is one way to differentiate
ourselves from other employers and
help attract the talent we need,” noted
Kristine Clausen, human resources director at Apothecary Products.
The Employers of Excellence survey will once again be offered by the
Dakota-Scott Workforce Development
Board. The program collects data from
participating employers and produces a
report on employment trends and practices in Dakota and Scott Counties. Using the data received, the Workforce
Development Board will recognize the
businesses experiencing the best results
in employee retention efforts and providing the best work environments. Additionally, participating employers will
receive a confidential report including
their individual metrics.
Scott Feraro, Director of Human
Capital at Carlson Capital Management,
stated, “Participating in the DakotaScott Workforce Development Board’s
Employers of Excellence program for
the past four years has encouraged
Carlson Capital Management to more
deeply reflect on its annual policies and
programs, supporting our commitment
to maintaining the highest standards
of employee engagement. Completing
the annual survey and publicizing how
we compare to other employers has enhanced our ability to recruit local talent

and helped us to remain a Dakota County employer of choice.”
The Workforce Development Board
works with Personnel Dynamics Consulting to collect the data from area
businesses. Personnel Dynamics will
analyze the data and calculate the turnover rates, growth percentages, promotion percentages, and benefit packages
for each company. A total of 37 different measurements are analyzed. Every
participating company will receive a
personalized report detailing how they
compared with other area companies
and suggestions for improving their
work environment. All survey costs are
covered by the Workforce Development
Board and area sponsors, including Dakota County Community Development
Agency, Scott County Community Development Agency, Inver Hills Community College, and Dakota County Technical College.
All employers in Dakota and Scott
Counties are encouraged to participate.
Contact Workforce Development Board
Director Mark Jacobs at (651) 554-5622
for more information, or go to www.
personneldynamics.net/survey.asp
to
start the survey. Deadline for survey
completion is May 31. Winners will be
announced in August.

Applications open for 2020
FAST-TRACK Challenge
Do you own a recently incorporated
business in Scott County? Have a product or idea you would like to launch to
form a business? Or do you have an established business with a new product or
service you would like help launching?
If so, the Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge is for you! This award-winning business competition provides you
with the resources to develop or fine
tune your business plan, develop a pitch
for your business, and potentially be selected as a finalist to compete for mentorship, cash, and professional services
to help your business succeed!
The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge is free to enter and there is
no minimum age requirement. In order to be eligible, individuals must be
willing to locate their business in Scott
County, have a viable product or service idea, and be willing to participate
in the FAST-TRACK Challenge live
event. Business ideas are evaluated on
the product concept and potential viability, potential to create jobs with livable wages, and creation of a product
that addresses a market need in a unique
way, among other criteria.
Applications will be accepted now
through Aug. 31 and may be obtained

on the FAST-TRACK Challenge website
at www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com.
Evaluation of applications will occur
the beginning of September, with finalists being announced mid-September.
Practice pitches with the Technology
Village Board and Open to Business
will take place the end of September
and early October, with the 2020 FASTTRACK Challenge Competition to be
held on Thursday, Oct. 22.
Currently, sponsors of the 2020
FAST-TRACK Challenge include: Old
National Bank, KC Haugen Law, Neon
Lizard Creative Graphic Design, Prior
Lake Chamber of Commerce, Technology Village Prior Lake, Open to Business. and the Scott County CDA First
Stop Shop. Sponsors and Professional
Service Providers are still being accepted! To participate in the Fourth Annual
FAST-TRACK Challenge, contact Jo
Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott County First Stop Shop, at
(952) 496-8830 or jfoust@scottfss.org.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge, including links to
previous FAST-TRACK Business Challenge Videos, visit the website at www.
ScottCountyFastTrack.com.
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Changes in township land use, development
rules considered; public input sought

Every 10 years, the County updates
its land use and development rules to
address emerging issues and implement
policies set in the Comprehensive Plan.
The County’s zoning ordinance regulates the use of all property in the unincorporated areas (or outside the city
limits) to advance public health, safety,
and general welfare. The County’s subdivision ordinance regulates the way in
which land is divided and made ready
for development. Together, these two
ordinances are major tools in implementing long-range land use, transportation, housing, parks and open space,
economic development, and farmland
preservation plans and policies.
Over the past year, County staff have
been holding workshops with town
boards and County planning advisory
committee members -- as well as hosting special meetings or open houses
with stakeholders around specific topics – to get early feedback on a wide
range of ordinance updates. Many of
the drafted updates have a direct link to
key policies adopted in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, such as creating a new
rural business and heavy industrial zoning district or revising land reclamation
standards for mining operations. Other
updates address emerging issues that
have sprung up in recent years, such
as increasing the amount of accessory
building square footage allowed on residential lots or setting additional standards for kennels and day parks which
have generated a lot of neighborhood
interest at public hearings. The following are four key updates to the zoning
and subdivision ordinance:
1. New zoning districts for rural
business, heavy industrial, and
historic hamlets.
Three new zoning districts are being
proposed to implement major land use
policies adopted in the 2040 plan. A new
Rural Business Reserve (RBR) district
is mapped over properties reserved for
business uses when suitable road access,
on-site septic, water, and stormwater infrastructure can be provided. This new
district is generally mapped for properties along the U.S. Trunk Highway 169
corridor in Sand Creek and Louisville
Townships and along the County Road
46 corridor in New Market Township.
A new Heavy Industrial (I-2) district is
mapped over properties in Louisville

Proposed new zoning would permit
small-scale commercial land uses in
the hamlets of Lydia, St. Patrick, and
Marystown.

Public hearing
will be held

All of the proposed updates
to the County’s zoning and
subdivision regulations –
including zoning map -- are
available for public review on
the County’s website:
https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/330/Planning-Zoning.

Approximately 30 people attended an open house at Spring Lake Town Hall
on Feb. 24 to provide input into the new Hamlet Mixed Use Overlay zoning
district.

township for industries that could pose
potential odor, vibration, dust, noise,
or heavy equipment traffic nuisances
for adjacent properties. A new Hamlet
Mixed Use (HMU) Overlay district is
mapped over properties in and around
the County’s historic crossroad hamlets: Marystown, Lydia, St. Patrick,
Union Hill, and Blakeley. The purpose
of this new overlay district is to allow
a mix of residential, public, and smallscale commercial land uses to co-exist
in these hamlets.
For all three new zoning districts, the
specific type of land uses permitted by
right, or by conditional or interim use,
have been drafted. Other standards -such as lot sizes, lot surface coverage,
building setbacks, building heights,
onsite parking, screening, landscaping,
and exterior lighting -- have also been
proposed.
Earlier this winter, County staff invited residents, property owners, and
business owners in the historic hamlets to an open house to preview the
proposed HMU district boundary and
standards. Approximately 45 people attended the two open houses, one held in
a town hall near Lydia and the other in a
brewery in Blakeley.
“We gained valuable feedback at
these events,” said County Planning Director Brad Davis. “It was a great opportunity to hear from folks who will
be directly impacted if some of the uses
proposed for this district like a gas station or retail shop moved into a hamlet.”
Davis said overall attendees were pretty
evenly split between those who supported the new zoning to allow more investment in new or existing businesses
or vacant lots, and those who opposed
the new zoning because it could disrupt
their hamlet with traffic, noise, and light
pollution.
“I do not want additional traffic and
visitors coming to Lydia as far as gas
stations or larger bars,” wrote one open
house attendee on their comment form.
“We moved out of the city for a reason.
To live six miles from Prior Lake, and
eight miles from Jordan, is close enough
for convenience.”

Compost bins offered for sale

Scott County, in collaboration with the Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM), is offering Home Composter
compost bins for sale on the RAM’s website at http://recycleminnesota.org/. The capacity of these bins is 17 cubic
feet.
Once the purchase has been made, you can bring your
receipt to the County’s Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) facility (located at 588 Country Trail E, Jordan) to
pick up your compost bin during regular HHS hours. To
confirm your purchase, you must have some sort of proof
with you that the purchase was made, whether that is the
receipt printed out or an emailed receipt sent from RAM Turn organic waste
after your purchase.
into compost.

2. Loosening up rules for sheds and
accessory buildings.
Many people move out of the city
and buy a home on a large lot so they
have enough room for a shed or accessory building to store their boat, RV,
snowmobiles, fish houses, all-terrain
vehicles, or other large equipment.
“How large of a shed can I build?” is often the number one question prospective
lot buyers ask County zoning staff when
looking at potential home sites.
“As the size and number of these toys
have increased, we’ve received more
and more requests from property owners
to build larger sheds,” said County Planner Greg Wagner. “We have also heard
more comments from town boards that
we should allow larger sheds so that this
stuff is not parked outside and viewed
as an eyesore by neighboring residents.”
Another trend County staff is hearing
from prospective lot buyers is the ability
to build a style of home where a larger
portion of the home structure is used as
a garage for personal storage. Currently, the zoning ordinance does not allow
an attached garage to be larger than the
footprint of the home’s livable space.
In response to these emerging trends,
staff drafted the following zoning updates for sheds and accessory buildings:

Another zoning change being
considered in the townships is to
allow the garage space to be larger
than the footprint of the home’s
livable space.

•

•

•

•

•

Expand the maximum building
area for accessory buildings by
1,000 square feet for each of the
different lot size ranges over two
acres.
Increase the building height for
accessory buildings by two to three
feet on lots under five acres, to
allow taller garage doors.
To match changes in the state
building code, exempt small sheds
up to 200 square feet from needing
a building permit or from meeting
side or rear yard setbacks.
Allow three-sided animal shelters
for horses or other livestock on
lots 10 acres or greater without
including them in the maximum
building area calculations.
For parcels zoned agricultural or
transition area, allow homes with
attached garages that exceed the
footprint of the home’s livable
space.

A formal public hearing on
the updates will be held this
summer. Watch for details in
the SCENE or online at www.
scottcountymn.gov, Facebook,
Nextdoor, or Twitter.
3. Re-writing rules for mining
operations.
The one chapter in the current zoning
ordinance that underwent a complete
re-write was Chapter 10: Mining. This
chapter regulates mining operations to
minimize conflicts with adjacent properties and to ensure that the mining area
is reclaimed properly to protect the environment and set the site up for an end
land use.
Zoning Administrator Marty Schmitz
explains why a total re-write of Chapter
10 was needed: “The County has had a
surge in mining requests over the past
few years. Through the review of these
requests, County staff found it necessary
to better define mining requirements to
be clear and consistent on items such as
blast monitoring, groundwater protection, and traffic impacts from mining.”
The draft chapter expands permit submittal requirements to include
groundwater protection and blast monitoring plans and a traffic study. The
chapter also includes more detailed requirements for an annual report specifying the amount of aggregate material
removed from the site each year, and
results from any required groundwater,
surface water, or air quality monitoring. Also drafted are new standards for
land reclamation including final slopes,
phasing, fill material specifications, and
net developable acreage.
4. Establish access spacing standards
and turn lane requirements for
development.
Following new policies set in the
County’s 2040 Transportation Plan,
both ordinances are being updated to
set access spacing requirements for new
or expanded development. New draft
language is proposed requiring all new
driveways for residential, commercial,
industrial, or institutional uses in the
unincorporated area reviewed as part
of a plat or zoning permit conform with
the County’s access spacing rules. Furthermore, all existing driveways or field
access locations in the unincorporated
area may be modified, closed, or altered
as a condition of approval for any plat,
zoning permit, grading permit, or building permit issued by the County.
For any land development creating
four or more lots in the unincorporated
area requiring direct public road access
onto a County higher-volume arterial
roadway, turn and/or by-pass lanes will
need to be built at time of lot development. For any land development abutting a County lower-volume collector or
local roadway, the number of lots triggering turn and/or by-pass lanes is ten.
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Healthy SCENE

By Dr. Terry Raddatz and
Public Health Nurse Brittani Schmidt

Brain development from early
experiences shape later success

Every year, more than 1,500 babies are born to Scott County parents. During
their first year of life, babies are building essential connections in their brains for
social, language, sensory, and cognitive development. By age three, their brains
will have grown to 80 percent of their adult size.
Children depend on the world around them, especially their parents, to provide
experiences that nurture this growth; the quality of these experiences can determine success later on in school, workplaces, and communities. Giving children the
best start for successful adulthood is a big job, and there are a variety of programs
within Scott County to support parents during those critical early years. Offering
programs that promote early growth and development ensures that each of our
youngest residents has access to the foundations for a happy, healthy life.
• The Follow Along Program
is available to all families with
children up to age three that
helps parents track their child’s
development, gives ideas for play,
and connects families to additional
supports when there are concerns.
Addressing concerns early can
result in better outcomes for
children and families.
• Home visiting programs support
parents during pregnancy and
through their child’s first few
years. Nurses and social workers
provide services that empower
moms and dads to thrive and meet Scott County has a variety of
programs to help parents and
their own parenting goals.
caregivers promote early growth and
• Scott County libraries and the
development in children.
Readmobile offer events for
parents and their babies/toddlers that build foundations needed for language
and reading skills.
• Think Small sends a few text messages every week with information and
activity ideas.
• CAP Agency offers Early Head Start home visiting and parent support
groups.
• Schools recognize that parents are the first and most important teachers and
offer classes and events for parents and their babies/toddlers. Schools also
provide Early Childhood Screening at age three and early intervention
services for eligible children.
• Additional services are available for children and families with other
identified needs. For more information or to enroll in these services, visit
our website at scottcountymn.gov or call Scott County Public Health at (952)
496-8555.

Communities clean up big
with recycling grants
Scott County cities, along with local
townships, will again be hosting their
annual one-day clean-up events to help
boost recycling in their communities.
As in the past, most townships partnered
with local cities in an effort to offer recycling opportunities. Most events for
2020 include offering electronics, appliances, tires, and scrap metal recycling
-- and some even include recycling mattresses, carpet, furniture, and more.
Events like these have been held in
communities around the County for
years, with the primary goal to help resident clean up garbage around the yard
and home. Recent events don’t just focus on trash, however, but also recycling
that waste, much of it locally. So when
you bring in tires, they get recycled in
Savage, glass makes it way back to Anchor Glass in Shakopee for new bottles,
and plastics find their way into furniture
in Jordan.
Scott County is proud to work with
local cities and township to help clean
up our community and improve recycling rates. In 2019, our communities
collected and recycled 339,289 pounds
-- or just under 170 tons! -- in just nine
days of clean-up events. That’s equivalent to 85 cars worth of recycled scrap
metal, electronic waste, tires, appliances, office paper, yard waste, et cetera

Vehicles lined up at a clean-up event.

that we kept out of landfills. The collections also netted just under 159 tons
(318,000 pounds) of trash and garbage.
That’s almost 1,000 refigerators worth
of trash that was disposed of properly,
helping to keep our communities clean
and environment healthy.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
some of the dates for the local cleanup events are being rescheduled. Please
check with your local cities to see when
the collections will take place and what
they will be collecting. Joint collections are planned between: City of Belle
Plaine and Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and
St. Lawrence townships; Shakopee, and
Jackson and Louisville Townships; Prior
Lake and Spring Lake Township (shred
only event scheduled for May 16); and
Elko New Market and New Market
Township (June 6 event planned). Jordan has scheduled a May 16 event and
New Prague is planning a June 6 cleanup event.
For locations to dispose of products
year-round, visit the Waste Navigator at
https://gis.co.scott.mn.us/wastenav/.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Lessons learned from elder
family financial exploitation
No one is immune to elder family financial exploitation (EFFE). It can happen to anyone, any time. Too often a silent problem, estimates suggest that one
in every 20 older adults will experience
EFFE; however, this doesn’t mean older
adults and their family members should
wait and see what happens. When asked
about lessons learned, family members
who have experienced EFFE suggest
being proactive. Whether an older adult
or family member, four strategies are
suggested to help avoid EFFE: planning, communication, being involved,
and trusting your instincts.
These strategies are from a University of Minnesota research project examining the experiences of EFFE, the
illegal, unauthorized, or improper use or
withholding of an older person’s financial assets or personal property. Family
members who had experienced EFFE,
most often as an adult child of the elder
victim and as a sibling of the primary
perpetrator, voluntarily participated in
the study. In a majority of financial exploitation cases it is a family member
who is the perpetrator or person doing
the exploiting, often an adult child, an
in-law, or a younger family member
(such as a grandchild). The impact of
EFFE not only robs older adult victims
of their financial security, health, and
well-being, but also has a ripple effect
on the older adult’s family. EFFE forever changes family relationships, overall
family functioning, and the health and
well-being of family members.
To help prevent EFFE, older adults
and their family members are encouraged to focus on four strategies family members wished they would have
addressed.
Plan ahead. Plan for your future
by creating financial and health care related advance planning documents (i.e.,
financial power of attorney, health care
directive, will). Anticipate and plan for
the potential for decision-making incapacity and the reality of death. Develop
legally recognized documents versus
relying on informal family agreements.
Think very carefully about who you
want to manage your money or property
on your behalf and the types of qualities
you want in a person responsible for acting in your best interests (e.g., financial
power of attorney). All too often, older
adults select the wrong person(s) for
these critical roles. Beware of selecting
family members who have a sense of
entitlement, a history of being irresponsible with money, or are in financially
needy situations. Beware of anyone
who is coercing or bullying you to create or change your planning documents.
Communicate. Make conversations
about money, advance planning wishes
and documents, and expectations about
the use of older parent’s resources normal in your family. Involve older par-

Learn tips to protect elderly family
members from financial exploitation
by their own family members.

ents, adult children, in-laws, and other
family members across the generations
in these critical conversations. Avoid
family secrets about money or property.
Have open conversations about decision
making roles and expectations involving money, property, health care, and
caregiving. The more family members
aware of an older person’s wishes and
plans, the more accountability is possible within the family.
Be involved. Find meaningful ways
to be present and involved in your older
parent’s life. Don’t let physical or emotional distance keep you from knowing
what’s really going on in a day-to-day
basis. Adult children, too, often make
incorrect assumptions about a parent’s
financial decision-making capacity,
physical, mental, or financial health. If
you are the older parent, keep in touch
with family, friends, and stay active in
your community. Being isolated is a key
risk factor for EFFE.
Trust your instincts. If something
feels off or your gut reaction is telling
you something isn’t right, listen, document, and take action. It could be something an older parent says, changes in
behavior, how a sibling is treating others, or a new vehicle an unemployed
adult child and/or caregiver is driving.
Speaking up, asking questions, and getting help can help stop EFFE before
more damage occurs. If you want to talk
through your suspicions and potential
courses of action, contact the Victim
Services Coordinator at the Minnesota
Elder Justice Center (651-440-9305). If
you suspect EFFE is occurring, call the
Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center (toll-free: 844-880-1574) to submit
a confidential report. Always call 911 if
an elder is in crisis or immediate danger.
If you have questions about Later
Life Issues, contact Samantha Roth,
Scott County Financial Capability Educator, at sroth@umn.edu.
Reprinted with permission from Marlene Stum, PhD, Professor of Family Social science and Extension Specialist at
the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
in Family Economics and Gerontology.

Smart Link/Transit Link will
deliver essentials to customers

Existing SmartLink/Transit Link customers can now order groceries and
household essentials online from a store that has online shopping and local
pick up. Transit Link will pick your order up and deliver to your house.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The service is free – no fares for delivery.
Book same day or in advance, just like you book a ride for yourself.
Receive your delivery within 60 minutes of the scheduled pickup time.
Tell the store that Transit Link is picking up and provide the
reservationist your order number, if provided, as proof of purchase.
Four-bag limit remains in effect.
Pickups must be scheduled at a commercial location.
Drivers will verify your photo ID at drop-off.

Contact Customer Service to schedule your delivery service at (952)
496-8341.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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The Franklins “camped right in their
family room.

Homebound

Stay in touch with the
library from home
Despite COVID-19 challenges, Scott
County Library is committed to serving
our community. We are modifying existing services, enhancing digital resources, and exploring new ways to keep you
reading, listening, and learning. While
the latest information is always available at www.scottlib.org, here are some
services we’re excited to share.
New Online Library
Card Application
Customers can now apply online for
a library card! We will email you the
card number and PIN, and snail-mail the
physical library card as a courtesy. Find
the form on our website: www.scottlib.
org/apply
New Library Mobile App
Easily manage your items, follow
updates, and access digital services on
the new Scott County Library mobile
app! Search for “Scott Lib (MN)” in
your app store and sign in with your library card and PIN.
New Curbside Pickup
Scott County Library is now offering
curbside pickup of requested materials
at all locations. You can call any location to schedule a curbside pickup of
your requested materials, and you may
also reserve a pickup time at www.scottlib.org/curbside.
eBooks, eAudiobooks,
and eMagazines
Our eBooks, eAudiobooks, and
eMagazines are available 24/7. Visit our
eBooks page to get started: www.scottlib.org/ebooks.
Online Resources for Job Seekers
The library offers a robust set of online resources for skill-building and job
seeking, including JobNow and Lynda.
com (also known as LinkedIn Learning).
Homework Help and Learning
Support for Youth
We have great online resources for
students, including free online chat tutoring with Homework HelpNow. Students in Shakopee Public Schools ISD

David is winning,” reported Franklin.
In the home of DJ and Jenn Noyes,
also of Jordan, outdoor activities were
getting a lot of attention, including family games of basketball and trac ball.
There was also some competition in
Yahtzee and the board game Life. Some
intricate Lego creations have also been
constructed.
Other families have dug out puzzles,

It’s not all play --- a new chore chart
also keeps the Franklin children
busy.
Continued from Page 1

created chalk art and wrote encouraging
messages on sidewalks and driveways,
and gone online to find a variety of science experiments.
There have been virtual birthday and
dance parties and drive and walk-by parades to celebrate birthdays or cheer up
the homebound.
For more ideas on free family activities, see article below.

720 and Burnsville Eagan Savage ISD
191 are welcome to use their Virtual
Student Library Cards to log into our
online resources. Teachers may also apply for an Educator Online Access Card,
so you can access and recommend those
same great resources to your students.
Information about student and educator cards is located at www.scottlib.org/
schoolcards.
Ask a Librarian
Our “Ask a Librarian” and “Ask a
Law Librarian” forms are great ways
to contact library staff for information
needs. You can also call any of our locations and leave a message -- we will
return your call as soon as we are able.
Find those at www.scottlib.org/ask.
Online Library Reading Challenges
We hope you are getting in some
quality reading time, so why not get
rewarded for it? Join us on Beanstack
for our 3000-page (for ages six years
old to adult) or 300-book Spring Challenge and earn fun prizes. Download
Beanstack from your App store or use in
a mobile or desktop browser at https://
scottlibmn. beanstack.org/.
Learn about Virtual Programs in
Our Newsletters
Library staff are working on other new
ways to reach you! Sign for our Adult
or Kids & Family newsletters to keep
up with our latest virtual programs and
activities. We’ll be in touch once or
twice a week with our newest virtual
programs and library updates. Sign up
at www.scottlib.org/newsletters.
Keep In Touch on Social Media
We miss you! Our newsletters and
social media posts will feature Staff
Recommends book lists, book scavenger hunts, interesting online activities
to share, and even video early literacy
classes. You can find us on Facebook,
Twitter, and the Scott County NextDoor
feed.
We’ll keep thinking of engaging new
ways to reach out, so stay tuned! Follow
library updates at www.scottlib.org.

Join Scott County Senior Softball!

Scott County Senior Softball is looking for players to join its summer
league, which is held on Tuesday evenings at Tahpah Park (Shakopee).
This fun, recreational league is intended for people 45 and over. Participants who show up every week get divided up into teams and play one or
two games of softball. Wooden bats and pitching carpet are used, and a “no
sliding rule” is in place for safety reasons.
The cost is $25 per person; register through Shakopee Parks and Recreation (1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee). For more information, please contact
Gary Hartmann at (612) 554-5205.

The Franklin family, like others throughout Minnesota, have been working
to continue their children’s education during the closure of schools through
online learning offered through the local school district.

Nearly free family fun...
Here are some ideas for free family
fun during this time of social distancing. At this time, it should be emphasized that these are activities for individual family households, not groups.

Play – Go for a walk or a bike ride,
jump rope, play tag or hide-n-seek, play
soccer, get out some sidewalk chalk and
become creative...

go into the library right now, you can
still benefit from special features on the
library website. Visit www.scottlib.org
and check out what’s available.

Low-cost playthings…
Balls – Collect a variety of balls to
play with: Tennis, racquet, super-bouncy, foam, rubber, large, small, and medium. Use an old bed sheet as a parachute
and bounce balls up and down.
Jump ropes – A length of rope or
elastic can be used for single, double,
and triple jump-roping. Hold the jump
rope between two people and do the
limbo, or tie it between two objects and
use it as a net for volleyball.You can bat
balloons over it if you’re inside.

A rollerblader enjoyed using a trail
at Spring Lake Regional Park. The
regional park trails remain open, but
remember to “social distance.”

Go outside – Look up at the stars or
clouds and tell stories, go on a scavenger
hunt, play fetch or walk with the dog.
Plan a trip – Research where you’d
like to go on a future vacation; involve
family members in learning about the
history and attractions of the places
they’d like to go.
Family night – Gather as a family and enjoy indoor activities together:
Rent old or classic movies, play board
games, play card games, play charades
or storytelling games, create a journal of
your family’s stories.
Public library – Although you can’t

Boxes – Scavenge large and small
boxes for building things such as forts,
castles, and walls. Paint them or decorate them with markers and paper. Collect paper towel cores and use them as
tunnels for small cars or as swords for
play fencing.
Plastic jugs – Empty laundry soap
jugs, two-liter soda bottles, or milk
jugs can be used for indoor bowling, or
as targets for bean bags. Cut to use as
scoops to play catch or dig.
Tablecloth or sheet – Hang as a
stage curtain or backdrop for a play or
puppet show, tape or draw a target in the
middle to hit with softballs.
For more information visit www.extension.umn.edu/health. Source: Betsy
Johnson, University of Minnesota Extension Educator, Health & Nutrition.
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in partnership with

Celebrating Earth Day Today and Every Day
Earth Day is held annually on April 22. This year marks the 50th anniversary of
the national holiday that gives a voice to the environment and implements an
emerging awareness of human impact on the planet.
To contribute to this global movement and help protect the natural world, here
are some ideas to celebrate Earth Day today and every day:
• Go for a stroll through your backyard or in your neighborhood. Listen for birds,
observe wildlife you see and note the plants growing in your area. Consider
bringing a journal to record what you see, smell, hear and enjoy most.
• Learn about the natural world through virtual resources like the Three Rivers
Blog or The Wandering Naturalist podcast. Visit ThreeRiversParks.org/blog and
ThreeRiversParks.org/podcast for the latest posts and episodes.
• Connect with the outdoors on a hike or bike ride. Pack a picnic lunch to enjoy
on a break and follow tips from Leave No Trace (lnt.org) to reduce your impact.
• Help the natural world by volunteering! Opportunities include Adopt a Garden
and more. Visit ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer for more information.
• Help scientists by collecting data from the natural world. Citizen science
projects include monitoring bird nests, surveying monarch populations,
listening for frog and toad calls, collecting weather data, measuring night-sky
brightness, documenting your findings on the iNaturalist app and much more.

The partnership

This Earth Day, discover what interests you and be part of a global effort to
celebrate the planet.

The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District partnership operates under a Joint Powers Agreement
that combines resources to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
763.694.7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers fishing, picnic areas, a
1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for hiking, a canoe launch and beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
763.694.7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for everyone. Amenities
include a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of paved trail around Cleary Lake, 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, beach, lighted cross-country ski trails and more.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
763.694.7784

Summer camps
nature exploration • outdoor skills • Minnesota history
ThreeRiversParks.org/summercamps

Nestled on the Minnesota River, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park interprets how people
have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and the surrounding cultural and natural resources.
Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages.
Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. Explore
the grounds by yourself using interpretive media or during special events when costumed interpreters
bring the past alive.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378
763.694.7777
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges, hilly terrain and
an extensive lush forest. This park is a favorite spot for mountain bikers, hikers, horseback riders and
experienced cross-country skiers. With the exception of the trails and 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park
remains in a natural state, making it a great location for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This
park has also been designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372
763.694.7777

golf academy
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Public and private lessons and leagues available for all ages and abilities
ThreeRiversParks.org/summercamps

Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a 10-acre dog
off-leash area. Walkers, bikers and in-lines skaters enjoy rolling hills, woods and meadows.

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be
translated into 24 languages.
Select the language at the bottom
of each page.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Translation by phone at:
763.559.6700

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Staying ahead of changing
weather is critical for safety

Scott County has experienced its fair share of tornados, blizzards, hail, damaging winds, draught, and flooding. Given the potentially life-threatening nature
of our weather, situational awareness (knowing what is happening around us) regarding these weather issues can provide emergency responders with the ability to
implement emergency plans proactively.
Historically in Scott County, weather observations have been largely collected by human observers, specifically by volunteers that make up the Scott County
Safety Communications Group (SAFCOM) through
weather spotting. This method involves manually collecting and sharing data, which can be time-consuming, dependent on spotter availability, and subject to
human error. So, as weather monitoring technology
has evolved, we have taken steps to implement these
advances to enhance our operations and improve our
ability to respond to different scenarios.
In 2018, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office used
homeland security grants to install two 30-foot aluminum Mesonet towers located in Spring Lake and Jackson Townships. Each tower has an on-board computer
that takes readings from several instruments measuring wind direction, wind speed, temperature, precipitation, humidity levels, dew points, and barometric
pressure. This provides integrated, location-based
data at our fingertips, making it easy to monitor changing conditions as they happen. With that, we can make
better-informed decisions, faster response times, and
ultimately save more lives and property.
Last month, we partnered with the HennepinWest
Mesonet, a network of Mesonet towers that monitor
various environmental factors throughout east-central
Minnesota. In addition to our towers, there are over
30 towers in this network owned and operated by
Hennepin County Emergency Management, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). This collaboration provides emergency Mesonet towers
managers and incident commanders with real-time en- monitor for
vironmental information to help maintain situational environmental factors
and operational awareness; quickly analyze incident affecting weather. Two
impact; assess damage; deploy needed resources; and towers are currently
located in Scott County.
educate, inform, and warn the public.
The data collected by the Mesonet can be used, for example, to proactively
evacuate citizens; close roads and bridges before flooding; monitor wind shifts useful to fire crews, farmers, and emergency management; provide weather support for
local civic (think town festivals, outdoor entertainment venues) and athletic events;
and improve responses to natural disasters.
In the future, additional upgrade options are available that could include sensors
that measure soil temperature and moisture, and other environmental variables, particularly useful to agricultural production and transportation.
Of course, the more stations there are, the more data are produced, which equals
better forecasts. Therefore, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office hopes to have at least
12 Mesonet towers situated throughout the county and integrated into the HennepinWest Mesonet network over the next several years. The next tower is scheduled to be installed this summer on the site of the Scott County Fairgrounds.
Real-time data, including maps and tables, are available to the public online at
https://hennepinwestmesonet.org. Users can customize the towers and specific data
they want to display.
If you have questions about the Mesonet, feel free to contact me anytime at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee,
MN 55379. You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.

The Mesonet maps help emergency responders determine changing
weather conditions that could result in faster warnings to the public.
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Big ideas for small
garden spaces: Rotation
Rotating crops is important for gardeners,
but it can be tricky in a
small space. Here are a
few tips and tricks for
optimizing rotations in
your small garden.

Why rotate?
Rotation is critical in
vegetable gardens. Rotating helps to reduce
disease pressure, and
also helps to balance
nutrients. For example,
Photo by Gail Hudson, UMN Extension
tomatoes have one set
of pathogens and uptake Multiple small raised beds are often better than one
specific nutrients; cu- large planting area.
cumbers have a different set of diseases, den bed. By growing things in pots, you
and they take up nutrients in different give yourself extra space for rotation.
ratios. Rotating your veggies helps to More disease prevention tips
balance your garden system.
Beyond rotation, there are a few
simple practices that can help to prevent
disease spread in your garden:
Rotating in a small space
If you have a very small garden, sim- • As the weather starts to warm,
now is a great time to clean and
ply moving plants down a few feet is a
sterilize equipment such as hoops,
good start, but it might not give you the
stakes, and pruning shears (pruning
full benefits of rotation. There are a few
shears should be cleaned regularly
simple ways to create distinct planting
throughout the season).
spaces to allow rotation in a small space:
• When you’re choosing seeds, look
Raised beds
for varieties that have resistance to
By making raised beds, you create
plant diseases you’ve seen in your
a physical exclusion between your difgarden in years past.
ferent garden areas. Rather than making
one large bed, consider making a few • As the season progresses, keep an
eye out for diseases, use the U of
small ones, and then rotate your plantM’s tools like What’s Wrong with
ing order in the years to come. An
My Plant for identification, and
ideal rotation is three to four years, so
remove diseased plants or leaves
if you make three to four raised beds,
from your garden.
you can complete a full rotation of plant
families.
Author: Natalie Hoidal, Extension
Use pots for disease-prone plants
If you have a variety you love to Educator, Horticulture - Food System
grow but you anticipate significant dis- Agriculture
ease pressure (such as heirloom tomaFor more information, please call the
toes), consider planting in a separate Carver-Scott County Extension Master
pot to keep the residues outside of your Gardener Yard & Garden Line at (952)
main planting area. This is also a great 466-5308.
solution if you only have one main gar-

Grow your own tomatoes
Eager to get out and start planting
your garden? Tomatoes are one of the
most popular fruits for area gardeners,
but they can’t be planted outside before
all danger of frost has passed, usually
around Memorial Day. However, you
could start your own seedlings inside
now and transplant them outside later.
Here are some tips for planting your
tomatoes and keeping them healthy.

Preventing leaf spot and fruit
rot diseases:

* Plant
tomatoes where
no tomatoes,
potatoes,
peppers or
eggplants have
been for the past
three to four
years.
* Keep tomato
leaves as dry as
possible.
Leaf spot disease
• Water
with drip
irrigation or a
soaker hose.
• Water in the
morning, so
leaves dry
quickly in the
sun.
• Stake or cage
Fruit rot disease
plants.
• Space plants so that air flows
between them.

* Mulch all exposed soil with plastic
or organic mulch.
* Scout tomato plants once a week.
• Look at lower leaves for leaf spots.
• Remove infected leaves and rotten
fruit from the garden.
• Remove or bury tomato plants at
the end of the season.

Blossom end rot:

* Irrigate to keep soil moisture even.
* Mulch the soil to maintain soil
moisture.
* Don’t use too much fertilizer,
especially nitrogen.
* Avoid damaging roots. Don’t dig or
cultivate for weeds close to the plant.

Cutworms:

* Remove weeds and plant residue.
* Till gardens before planting.
* Place cardboard collars or aluminum
foil around plant stems when planting
transplants.

Flea beetles:

* Plant as late
as possible.
* Cover plants
with a row cover
(a lightweight
fabric — and
remove when
Flea beetles
tomatoes are
flowering).
* Plant a trap crop, like radish, before
tomatoes.
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Members of the New Prague Boosters 4-H Club hosted about 60 guests from
Magnifying Abilities at their annual Valentine’s Day dance.

4-Hers host service project
As one of the oldest clubs in Scott
County, the New Prague Boosters have
been pledging their allegiance to the
community for over 100 years. Besides
the state and county fairs, one of our
club’s highlight events is the Valentine
dance held each year for adults with
unique learning abilities. Starting back
in the ‘80-90s, the New Prague Boosters
club held a Halloween dance for similar guests with mental and physical disabilities. There were a few years where
no dance was held; however, about 16
years ago, the New Prague Boosters got
their dancing shoes back on and organized the Valentine dance with the help
of Magnifying Abilities.
Magnifying Abilities is a social/recreational program for persons with cognitive and physical disabilities. Adults
who participate in the program are generally from Carver and Scott County,
but may include individuals from surrounding areas. This year’s Valentine’s

dance was a great success with around
60 guests and 35 volunteers. The dance
was extra special this year since it was
held on Valentine’s Day. Falcon Ridge
Elementary School in New Prague graciously opened its door for the festivities. Music and dancing were the main
focus, but there were also snacks, crafts,
and games like face painting, bingo,
bowling, and a photo booth. The club
worked hard to prepare and decorate.
They also greeted, took turns running
the games, and engaged with the guests
to ensure everyone was having fun and
felt included. Each year it is a very rewarding experience and a great opportunity for us to reach out to our community and learn how to care for and love
others. As a club, we are already looking
forward to next year’s Valentine’s fun.
Submitted by Nora Rosemeier, 10th
grade, Member of New Prague Boosters
4-H Club

Plan exhibits,
visits to the 2020
Scott County Fair

Summer is just around the corner, and so is the
Scott County Fair. Many of us have spent many a happy day at the Scott County Fair in Jordan, but it is not
the same Fair that it used to be. The Fair has grown
considerably in recent years, and there are so many
entertainment and event options available. So whether
you have been there every year, not for years, or have
never been, you will want to plan ahead to make the
most of your time at the Fair.
Check out the Scott County Fair website for the
list of entertainment, events, and times. There are
also daily schedules given out and posted around the
Fair: https://scottcountyfair.org/schedule/.
Exhibits. You don’t want to miss seeing all
the wonderful things people have grown, sewn,
and shown. Check out exhibits in the creative
arts and 4-H buildings. Consider entering some
things yourself:
https://scottcountyfair.org/forms/
creative-arts-education-horticulture-registration/
Buy a season parking pass, as you will want to
come often. (There is no admission to the Fair!)
Welcome Booth: Be sure to stop by the welcome
booth to register to win bikes, grandstand passes, and
ride tickets that are given out regularly each day.
Animals: Be sure to stroll through all eight barns
to see the gentle giant draft horses, 4-H and other animals, and to witness the Miracle of Birth. Somewhere
near the barns this year, there will be a display coming
all the way from Texas to do milking demonstrations
five times a day.
Grandstand Shows: This year, there will be grandstand shows Tuesday night through Sunday. Get your
tickets early, as some are sure to sell out as usual.
Commercial and food vendors. There are many
new vendors this year, and of course, most of Fairgoers’ favorites will be back too! Take a walk through
the two large commercial buildings and visit with the
businesses and non-profits there.
Consider joining the fun and volunteering! It
takes a lot of volunteers to run the Fair. Volunteering
is a great way to experience the Fair and get connected, and volunteers even get in free on the day/s they
volunteer.
Once you get to the Fair, you’ll be glad you came
-- and glad that you planned ahead for FUN APLENTY
IN 2020.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

4-H training focuses on raising
quality livestock, animal ethics
Quality animal care is an important
aspect of agriculture and food safety.
This March, 37 4-H members gathered at a local Scott County Farm for
Livestock Quality Assurance & Ethics
(LQA&E) training. The training, which
enhances youth knowledge about how to
properly care for their livestock animals
and ensure food safety, supports youth
who participate in Animal Science projects and show livestock at fairs.
Youth gathered from Scott, Carver,
and Waseca Counties for the training.
The youth, who ranged from 6th graders to college freshmen, worked in large
and small groups to learn more about biosecurity, ethical animal care, feed and
medication labels, and environmental
stewardship in agriculture. The halfday training kicked off with hands-on
activities in the classroom taught by

local 4-H volunteers; with the help of
the Steinhagen family, who hosted the
training on their farm, youth were also
able to step outside and tour a working
dairy operation.
4-H members can participate in
Animal Science projects either through
owning livestock or by leasing livestock
from community members. LQA&E
training helps give both experienced
and new 4-H members to the project an
opportunity to enhance their knowledge
on animal care topics. Members repeat
the training every three years to stay up
to date.
If you’d like to know more about
Animal Science projects or 4-H membership, contact Sarah Odendahl, Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5384 or
sodendah@umn.edu.

Youth from Scott, Carver, and Waseca Counties participated in the the
Livestock Qualty Assurance & Ethics Training.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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News What’s open,
closed
you can what’s
(as of April 6 -- please check www.

use...

You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

Using an irrigation controller prevents water from
being wasted and keeps yards looking their best.

From Savage:

Save water; apply for a Smart
Irrigation controller rebate

Thanks to a grant awarded to the City of Savage by
the Metropolitan Council and local matching funds,
Savage residents can receive a credit on their water
bill for purchasing and installing an irrigation controller that reduces water usage. The credit will cover 90
percent of the cost of the smart irrigation controller,
up to $200. (For instance, if the irrigation controller
costs $200, the credit would be $180). Rebates will be
provided on a first-come basis until the grant money
is gone.
Your in-lawn irrigation system could be wasting
water and money. Most sprinklers run on a timer, but
they don’t take into account if the lawn “needs” watering. Irrigation systems can run too long or too often
– leading to overwatering. This can be a drain on your
water bill, a waste of water, and create shallow root
systems that are bad for your lawn.
Smart irrigation controllers – which can be purchased at most home improvement stores – act like a
thermostat for your sprinkler system. They use local
weather reports and forecasts to determine how much
it has rained in recent days and how much it’s expected to rain in the near future. Using this information,
the controller can then turn on and off automatically
when it will be most effective for the lawn. Irrigation
controllers require a smartphone for set up and a
Wi-Fi connection to monitor weather conditions.
How to apply for a water bill credit
To request a credit, residents must:
• Have an in-lawn irrigation system that is
connected to the City of Savage’s water system.
• Purchase and install a WaterSense certified smart
irrigation controller before June 26, 2020, or
before grant money is gone.
• Fill out and submit an online request at
cityofsavage.com.
• Include a photo /scan of the receipt/proof of
purchase
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller’s
box showing the WaterSense logo alongside the
installed controller.
• New construction, commercial, and
homeowner associations do not qualify.
If you have questions, please contact Water Resources Manager Jesse Carlson at 952-882-2686 or
jcarlson@ci.savage.mn.us.

From Shakopee:

Specialty manufacturer
relocates to Shakopee

Cherne Industries, Inc., a specialty manufacturer
and supplier of pipe plugs and testing equipment, re-

cently announced plans to relocate its corporate headquarters from Edina to Shakopee.
Opus Development will be constructing Cherne a
new 130,000-square-foot headquarters in the West
Shakopee Gateway. The facility will include corporate
offices, research and development, and manufacturing.
It is located on property currently owned by the Shakopee Economic Development Authority and under contract to Opus for development for $1.65 million.
The move will relocate 117 jobs with an additional
50 new jobs, with an average wage over $20 an hour
plus benefits, planned over the next five years. A global
industry leader and innovator, Cherne plans to invest
more than $11 million in its new facility. The relocation will allow the company to expand production and
eventually house two first-of-their-kind robots that
make specialized plugs. The new facility will also allow Cherne to increase research and development and
add additional engineering staff and computer programmers and operators.
At its Feb. 18 meeting, the City Council approved a
tax abatement of the city’s portion of property taxes to
assist Cherne with its relocation.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

Working to prioritize health

Much like fellow businesses across the community, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC) is hard at work prioritizing the health and
safety of the larger community during the COVID-19
pandemic. We will continue to monitor guidance from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
World Health Organization (WHO), and Minnesota
Department of Health during this rapidly changing
situation. In response to the direction given by these
organizations, the SMSC has canceled its April programming, with the potential to cancel additional
events scheduled for May—and beyond—as necessary. Thank you for your understanding during these
uncertain times.
We will tentatively be hosting a Summer Kickoff*
event at Mazopiya on June 6 from 11 a.m. -2 p.m. Local vendors and members of the greater community
are invited to celebrate seasonal foods and healthy living. Enjoy samples, demonstrations, classes, and shop
products produced nearby. Learn about the importance
of eating well for your body. See the full list of event
details at mazopiya.com.
Guided by its Dakota heritage, the SMSC, located
in Prior Lake, is a sovereign tribal nation that cares
for its members, employees, and the broader region.
Community and collaboration is vital—especially in
times like today. That is why the tribe is committed to
projects—big and small—that support our community,
such as preserving the environment, providing emergency services, and much more. To learn more about
the SMSC, please visit shakopeedakota.org.
*Event date/time is subject to change to ensure the
safety of the community. Please visit shakopeedakota.
org/covid19 prior to attending to confirm the event is
occurring as scheduled.

ChooseNotToUse event
cancelled for 2020

In the best interest of all concerned and due to
the current situation we all find ourselves in, ChooseNotToUse has made the very difficult decision to
not hold our annual fundraiser this year that had
been scheduled for Sept. 11, 2020. This decision
was not made lightly, but one we feel is right for all.
Our community has been so generous over the
last 13 years, and we have decided to pay it forward this year. ChooseNotToUse will be donating
$10,000 to Second Harvest in the hopes that we can
help those in need during these uncertain times. It
is due to your support that we are able to make this
donation.
We look forward to seeing you in 2021!
Ron Hocevar, Scott County Attorney; Luke
Hennen, Scott County Sheriff; Kathy Welter,
Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator

scottcountymn.gov for updates)
Scott County Buildings & Services Status
Government Center & Justice Center

Justice Center & Courts - OPEN
Check the Scott County District Court page for the
latest information about court operations.
DMV Licensing Center - CLOSED
All DPS-DVS Offices statewide will be closed until
at least April 10, but Scott County Customer Service
is again accepting transactions through the drop
boxes at the Government Center for vehicle tabs,
title transfers, disability certificates, duplicate titles,
and other deputy registrar services. Please ensure
all transactions left in the drop boxes have a phone
number enclosed. Requests will be processed within
24 hours and returned via mail. This does not include
driver’s licenses (driver’s license extensions are on
the way) and marriage license applications.
Building Inspections
The building inspections office is currently closed
to the public, but we continue to provide services.
Please visit the Building Inspections website for all
details.
CareerForce Center
Building CLOSED. You may call us with questions.
Paper applications and other forms are available
outside the building for CareerForce services. A
secure 24-hour drop box is also available.
Central Shop - CLOSED
Household Hazardous Waste
The HHW Facility is temporarily closed. We are
asking residents to please safely store their wastes
until we are able to accept these items again.
Jail & Law Enforcement Center -- Closed to public;
open for inmates. Modified jail visitation is in place.
Visit the County Sheriff’s page for more information.
Libraries
Buildings CLOSED. Physical items unavailable
for pickup. Use Online Library Card Application to
access eBooks and more. For questions, check the
Library COVID-19 Response FAQ page and see
page 7 of the SCENE.
Mental Health Services
All services are being provided through Telemedicine.
For Mental Health Crises:
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. call (952) 496-8481 for crisis
appointment during business hours.
4:30 p.m. - 8 a.m. call (952) 818-3702 for Scott
County Crisis Response mobile services.
For new services, contact (952) 496-8959. Current
services should contact their case managers.
Visit Mental Health Services for more information.
Public Health
Immunization Clinic - CLOSED
Walk-in Clinic (Tues/Thurs) - CLOSED
Mobile Clinic: If you are a mobile clinic patient and
need to talk with the nurse/doctor, call (612) 6183832 between 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday.
Regional Parks and Trails in Scott County -Parks and trails are OPEN for general access and
self-guided recreation. Dog off-leash areas remain
open, but visitors should spread out and refrain
from gathering near the entrances and picnic tables.
Passes are required for dog off-leash areas, but
dogs on a non-retractable six-foot leash may be
walked on the paved trails without a permit. Dog
owners should always clean up after their pets. All
buildings, including restrooms and drinking fountains,
play areas, campgrounds and camper cabins, golf
courses, beaches and swim ponds are CLOSED until
further notice. All programs are cancelled at least
through May 4. Registration fees will be automatically
refunded to those who signed up for a program
during this time. Visit www.threeriverparks.org for the
latest information
SmartLink/TransitLink
Door to Door bus service is still operating. At this
time, there is availability on the buses.
We will also do pick-ups and deliveries of food and
goods, if available. Visit our Smartlink/TransitLink
page for more information about engaging this
service. Call (952) 496-8341 for more information.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

GENERAL NOTICE
TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS
WEEDS UPON YOUR PROPERTY IN
SCOTT COUNTY

Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Victims’ rights respected; support
provided during court process

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW) is April 19 – 25, 2020. This
year’s theme is Seek Justice – Ensure Victims’ Rights – Inspire Hope. NCVRW
is an initiative to promote victims’ rights and honor crime victims and those who
advocate on their behalf. In recognition of Victims’ Rights Week, I wanted to talk
about what we do for victims in Minnesota, Scott County, and this office.
Under Minnesota law, victims and witnesses of crimes have many rights. These
rights include the right to be notified of:
• The content of any plea bargain agreement;
• Changes in the schedule of court;
• Final disposition of the case;
• Any pending appeals by the offender, including the right to attend appellate
arguments and hearings;
• Any sentence modification for the offender; and
• When an offender is released from any form of custody, transferred from one
location to another, or has escaped.
Additionally, victims have the right to participate in the prosecution including:
• Attending the sentencing hearing and providing a victim impact statement;
• Providing input in a pre-trial diversion decision;
• Requesting a speedy trial;
• Having a supporting person with them at court hearings, including when they
testify; and
• Objecting to a plea agreement.
Victims can also apply for financial assistance, request restitution from the offender, have their name and address withheld in public proceedings, and stay in a
secure waiting area during court proceedings.
Domestic violence, sexual assault, and harassment victims have even more
rights and protections. For instance, sexual assault victims do not pay for the cost
of a sexual assault examination. So any concern about cost should never deter a
victim from receiving appropriate medical care.
In this office, I have three individuals dedicated to taking care of victims and
helping them through the court process. They are Tera Portinga, Caari Dueffert,
and Tori Haider. They do an excellent job making sure all the victims’ needs are
met, and making them as comfortable as possible navigating the court system.
We are also very fortunate in Scott County to have two other organizations that
do an outstanding job in assisting victims and providing them the resources they
need: the Sexual Violence Center and the Southern Valley Alliance for Battered
Women (SVABW). Both the Sexual Violence Center and SVABW have 24-hour
confidential crisis lines. The Sexual Violence Center can be contacted at (612) 8715111. SVABW can be contacted at (952) 873-4214.
When local law enforcement gets involved with a domestic assault situation,
SVABW is contacted to work with the victim. Their trained advocates provide information and resources and work closely with the victim on legal issues, including
assisting victims in seeking Orders for Protection, which require abusers to have
no contact with their victim. SVABW has a Safe Home Program where a victim
and their family can stay in a safe, confidential, and private home for up to three
days while the victim makes long-term plans. SVABW also provides an “I’m O.K.”
Children’s Visitation Center. This is a supervised, safe, and child-friendly setting
where children can visit their non-custodial parent or where supervised exchanges
can be made.
SVABW has their annual fundraiser coming up on Friday, June 12 at Mystic
Lake Center. The social hour and silent auction begin at 6 p.m., with dinner and the
program starting at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 per person. You can register online
at www.svabw.org or by calling (952) 873-4214. Please consider joining us for a
fun evening to support this great organization.

Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of April 2020, pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd. 1 (2018), that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota,
shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own, occupy or are required to
maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful method, but the
methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed
seeds and other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General
Notice may mean that an individual notice will be issued. An individual notice may
be appealed within two working days of receipt to the appeal committee in the county
where the land is located. Failure to comply with the individual notice will mean that
the inspector having jurisdiction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor
charge against the person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector,
the cost can be placed as a tax upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are
collected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are noxious and a list of the members
of the appeal committee from the County Designated Employee or local weed inspector.
The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors and/or their appointed
assistants.
_______________________________________________________________________

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP
AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS
OF SCOTT COUNTY

BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
MAYOR

BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

CITY OF SHAKOPEE
SUPERVISORS

CITY OF ELKO NEW
MARKET MAYOR

CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

NEW MARKET TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

CITY OF JORDAN MAYOR

CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

HELENA TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

ST. LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISORS

CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
MAYOR
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
MAYOR
CITY OF SAVAGE MAYOR

If you have complaints regarding a noxious
weed issue, your first point of contact should
be either your township or city official.
________________________________________

2020 Minnesota Noxious Weeds
To view the Minnestoa 2020 Noxious Weed List, please visit
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/sites/default/
files/2020-01/2020NoxiousWeedListFactsheetV3.pdf

Contact Nick Reishus, County Designated Employee, Noxious Weed Inspector for
more information at (952) 496-8707 or nreishus@co.scott.mn.us
For assistance with educational information on prevention, eradication, or control
please call the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425.

Farmers, boat businesses recycle tons of plastic
For the second year in a row, farmers and boat businesses have worked together to accomplish big things
in Scott County. For 2019, that big thing was to recycle 177,843 pounds of plastic wrap, enough to make
16 million plastic grocery bags!
What do farmers and boat businesses have in common that could yield that much recyclable material?
The answer is plastic wrap. Just like most of us use
plastic products every day to help preserve and protect
food and products, farmers and boat storage businesses use plastic wrap to preserve and protect their livestock feed and customers’ boats, only on a much larger
scale. You’ve probably seen the white ag plastic tubes
throughout the County, or the boats covered in white
stretch film plastic throughout winter. That plastic is
(#4) Low Density Polyethylene or (LDPE), just like
our bread and frozen food bags, and very similar to our
(#2) High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) grocery bags.
And just like those bags, plastic wrap can’t be recycled
in recycling carts, which means in has to be collected
differently. So what happens when a valuable material
like plastic wrap is recyclable, but it can’t go in the recycling cart like plastic bottles, or a bin at the grocery
store like our shopping bags?
By coordinating pickup at farms and businesses and
providing dumpsters for collection, Revolution Plas-

Scott County farmers and businesses using
plastic wrap recycled 117,843 pounds of it in 2019.

tics collects plastic wrap from farms and businesses
across the County. Annually, the business recovers,
cleans, and processes over 150,000,000 pounds of
plastic material, which is then recycled into a host of
different products, from garbage bags to agricultural
plastics, and used all over again, keeping it out of landfills. Working with Revolution Plastics, Diann Korbel
with the Scott SWCD has been instrumental in making
it happen here in Scott County. Almost 100 percent of
farmers and producers who use plastic wrap participated in 2019, helping us exceed our goal.
Two farmers who participated last year were effusive in their praise. Tim Zweber, of Zweber Family

Farms near Elko, is grateful for the recycling program.
He says that he is proud that Scott County farmers now
have a way to re-use their plastic rather than sending
it to the landfill. Additionally, the dumpsters prevent
loose plastic from blowing into fields and tree lines.
Rick Stocker, a dairy farmer from Jordan, agrees. He
believes this is a win for producers and the County.
Increasing recycling by 89 tons is a great win, especially since waste was diverted from landfills. It
also helps Scott County exceed its current recycling
goal of 50 percent, as programs like this help us to
recycle 60 percent of our waste annually. However,
with a new goal to recycle 75 percent of our waste by
2030, there is a lot of room for improvement. Estimates suggest American households use 1500 plastic
bags a year, and only one percent of that gets recycled
in store drop-off locations. If that number is correct,
Scott County households generate approximately 413
tons of plastic shopping bag waste a year, and we only
recycle about four tons of it. So although we are doing great things to increase recycling, there is always
more work to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
For more information about plastic recycling, contact Scott County Environmental Services at (952)
496-8177 -- and please remember not to recycle plastic bags in your curbside recycling cart!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Historical SCENE

Battle between butter, Oleo raged in Scott County
On January 20, 1930, the front page of the Shakopee Argus Tribune ran the headline: “Butterfat Prices
Lowest in Years: Cause Is Too Much Oleo Say Men
Who Have Studied the Question.” The article goes
on to state that butter was selling for nearly ten cents
per pound less than it had a year earlier, and that over
30,000,000 pounds of unsold butter currently sat in
storage. This was of particular concern to Minnesota’s
farmers. At the time, Minnesota produced 276,000,000
pounds of butter annually.
To the modern reader, the date of this headline
might ring a bell. Just a few months before, on October
29, 1929, the stock market had crashed. The decade
that followed would come to be known as the Great
Depression.
But in January of 1930, the crash seemed more like
an isolated incident. It was covered in Scott County
newspapers, and concern was expressed for honest
bankers who had lost their fortunes, but the November
7, 1929 article in the Argus covering the Great Crash
chastised, “…very little sympathy is had for the person
who goes upon the stock exchange. It is a gamble pure
and simple, and a precarious game.”
At the time, the butter surplus and falling dairy
prices were not connected to the stock market crash.
They were attributed to a new interloper on the market:
Oleo, shorthand for Oleomargarine. Oleo was invented
and patented in 1869 by a French chemist, Hippolyte
Mège-Mouriès, as a direct result of a challenge by Emperor Napoleon III of France, who offered a prize to
anyone who could produce a cheap butter alternative
for use by the armed forces and lower classes.

Originally, Oleo was made primarily of beef fat, but
in the early 1870s, Henry W. Bradley of New York received a patent for creating a margarine that replaced
the beef fat with vegetable or coconut oil. Shortages of
dairy during WWI pushed the product into prominence,
and soon it was being sold nationwide as a cheaper alternative to butter.
This was not met with cheers by the dairy industry.
Increasingly, Oleo was blamed for falling dairy prices.
Unfortunately, as money got tight, the very farmers that
were suffering a shortfall began purchasing inexpensive
Oleo to make ends meet. The Shakopee Argus noted in
a January 20, 1929 article, “I said once that any farmer
who would cash a cream or milk check and purchase
Oleo with the money should be ashamed to look a cow

SCHS Museum
closed; check
social media
for updates
The Scott County Historical
Society is currently closed
and events are postponed
per the Minnesota Governor’s
Emergency Executive Order
20-04.

The health and safety of our
community is our first priority,
and we look forward to the
opportunity when we can once
again open our doors.
In the meantime, follow us on
Facebook (www.Facebook.
com/SCHSHistory), Instagram
and Twitter (@ScottCounty
Hist) for local history
photographs and stories. If you
have any questions, or just
want to say “Hi”, email us at
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Local dairy farmers suffered from the lowest
butterfat prices in years in 1930, and the blame
was placed upon the emerging Oleo market.

in the face. If a dairy farmer won’t eat his own product
and help his own business, then he should and will be
eventually driven out of business and a coconut cow
from the tropical countries will be his ruination.”
As the economic crisis deepened, fiscal instability
increased in the United States, and butter prices continued to fall. Ten years previously, farmers had pushed
themselves to meet the production demands of WWI.
This rapid production increase had left many farmers with debts that they struggled to pay off. To offset
debts, farmers continued to stretch the output of their
farms to capacity, hoping to sell more and more for a
profit. Unfortunately, this led to a surplus of goods on
the market. Alongside the mass layoffs and financial
turmoil of the Great Depression, the cycle of surplus
and debt was catastrophic.
The Shakopee Argus Tribune addressed farming
concerns in a Feb 6, 1930 article: “The trouble with the
butter price situation is not so much overproduction
as it is underconsumption. Too much butter substitute,
or Oleo, is being used.” On February 13, the editor
of the Argus told the story of Welcome, Minnesota,
where merchants had agreed to refuse to stock Oleo.
He wrote, “This is a good move and would, without
question, bring definite results if it would become
widespread. Oleo is simply a substitute for butter, the
same as peanut butter or another spread, and does not
provide the essential healthful qualities of butter.”
On February 20, the Argus Tribune offered some
advice to farmers wishing to combat the Oleo problem.
“Advertising – advertise the use of butter and other
dairy products.” In fact, they confided, “there is no better medium in the world to advertise them then your
local weekly newspaper, which in this case is the Shakopee Argus Tribune.”

In March, Oleo was still enemy number one. On
March 20, the production of Oleo was broken down.
It was noted that 1000 pounds of Oleo was comprised
of coconut oil ($40), soy bean oil ($15), skimmed milk
($1.50), and salt ($1). The author also lamented, “Including labor and other overhead, this means a cost of
only eight cents per pound of Oleo. Where is there a
dairyman in Scott County who can compete with it?” It
was instead put on local merchants to make the “right”
choice and agree to “advertise butter only.” By March
27, local dairy farmers had gotten their wish. According to the Argus Tribune, “Shakopee merchants last
week entered into an agreement with each other not to
sell or handle any more Oleo… that the dairy farmers
will appreciate this voluntary action of our merchants
goes without saying.”
Dairy farmers still had a hard road ahead. Scott
County was not the only area where farmers were suffering during the Great Depression; the butter battle
was a national phenomenon. Farmers pushed back
through legislation, and bills were passed demanding
that word “butter” not be used in any Oleo advertising.
It was also illegal to dye Oleo a pale yellow to match
butter. Instead, Oleo was packaged with a small baggie
of dye, allowing housewives to change the color of the
spread at home. (The last of these dye laws was on the
books until 1976.) In Wisconsin, the battle against Oleo
became violent. In 1933, the state was home to a series
of dairy strikes where farmers refused to sell their butterfat for less than $1.50 per 100 pounds. Eventually,
the state brought in armed guards and used tear gas to
martial dairy trucks through the farmers’ blockade to
market.
Unfortunately, margarine was on the market to stay:
By the 1950s, Americans became concerned about fat.
Margarine, which had been lambasted for its “dangerous chemical properties,” began to be marketed as a
healthful alternative to butter. By the mid-1960s, margarine was outselling butter. The reign of Oleo did not

last, though -- today, amid concerns about trans fats,
butter is on the rise. For the first time in 50 years, dairy
farmers are getting their wish: Butter is once again
outselling margarine.

SWCD rents equipment to enhance
soil conservation practices
As conservation farming techniques
become the norm in Scott County, the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) wants to provide you
the right tools for the job. As part of
this effort, the District hosts a robust
equipment rental program for farmers
to utilize, negating the need to invest
in expensive equipment. Items on the
rental list include a six-row cover crop
inter-seeder, a 15-foot John Deere NoTill Drill, a 10-foot Great Plains No-Till
Drill, an eight-foot Crimper, and a 10foot Brillion Sure Stand Seeder.
Conservation tillage (including notill) is also becoming more common in
Scott County due to its economic and
environmental benefits. No-till leaves
productive topsoil in place by keeping
crop residue in the fields. It also increases the water-infiltration rate of the soil,
so more water is available for plants and
there is less erosion from runoff and
wind. On the SWCD’s equipment rental

SWCD no-till drill

Weed wrench in action removing
buckthorn.

list are the Great Plains and John Deere
No-Till Drills; both drills work great
for farmers getting into no-till, and for
farmers who have been doing no-till for
years.
The equipment rental program is not
only for those planting crops. The Great
Plains drill is an excellent choice for establishing and restoring native prairies
or pastures, and the Brillion Seeder
plants native grasses and alfalfa.
In addition to large equipment, smaller landscaping equipment is also available for rent. Small equipment includes
loppers, saws, hand seeders, and weed
wrenches. Weed wrenches are equipped
to remove buckthorn, root and all.
When you rent equipment with the
SWCD, you’re not just getting the physical tools to improve your operation or
help you finish your project -- you’re

also getting the technical expertise of
the SWCD staff. Scott Schneider, Resource Conservationist II, heads the
rental program at the SWCD office
and is available to renters throughout
the process for questions on equipment
use, features, specifications, and more!
Rented equipment will also be delivered
right to your seeding or project site and
picked up when you’re finished.
Rental rates for the seeders and drills
are $8 an acre, plus a minimum drop
charge of $120 (which covers the first
15 acres of use). In addition, a $50
refundable security deposit is also required and will be returned when the
equipment is returned without damage.
Rental rates for loppers and saws require a $25 refundable security deposit.
Weed wrench and hand seeder rental requires a $50 refundable security deposit. All security deposits will be returned
when the equipment is returned without
damage.
With the help of the rental program,
farmers in Scott County are able to do
more to conserve their soil and water resources. For more information or to be
added to the equipment rental schedule,
call the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425,
or visit scottswcd.org/equipment-rental
to view details and specifications on all
available equipment.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Derek Farwell
Veterans Services Office

Mentors sought for participants in
new Veterans Treatment Court

Recently, the Scott County Attorney’s Office began a new specialty court specifically for veterans. I’ve been fortunate enough to be asked to be involved from the
County Veterans Service Office. The court has been operating on an informal basis
for over a year now, but we were recently approved for both federal and County
funding to begin to formalize the court and become a recognized veteran’s court in
Scott County. The new Scott County Veterans Treatment Court has the full support
of the Scott County Veterans Service Office.
My role within the team has been to provide insight into specific issues and concerns facing veterans in the area. I also work with the participants in the court to
assist them in accessing any Department of Veterans Affairs benefits for which they
may be eligible. We’ve also been helping them to enroll in VA health care services
for those that qualify. We can also assist in obtaining the necessary military documents and discharges needed to access VA benefits and other community resources
that may be helpful for our participants.
My other function on the team has been to create a mentor program that will pair
up the participants in the court with a fellow veteran as a one-on-one mentor. The
purpose of the mentor is to be a source of positivity and emotional/moral support
for the veteran’s going through the program. The mentor/mentee relationship is a
very important element for the long-term success of the veterans going through the
court program.
The participants will generally appear in court once or twice a month, and the
mentor should be reasonably available during the in between times to be a supportive voice and influence in their daily lives. We expect that a mentor’s role would
generally total four to five hours per month, though there will likely be opportunities for more if desired. If available, we’d like to encourage the mentors to attend
the court sessions with their veteran, which will be either once or twice a month on
Monday mornings, and generally concludes before noon. The court sessions are
vastly different from typical court proceedings in that all the veterans appear at the
same time, and interact directly with the judge and each other for the time that they
are there. Personal accountability is a cornerstone of this program.
We don’t have a specific set of criteria for our mentors, as all of the veterans
participating in the program will all be different, and face different challenges. As
such, we are hoping to find mentors from all walks of life. We will require that the
mentors themselves be veterans, however, if a spouse would like to help, we will
make an effort to find a way to make that happen. Mentors will be required to fill
out a brief application and agree to submit to a background check. However, I want
to stress very emphatically that a prior criminal history will not automatically preclude you from being a mentor, though certain things may. We do not want a prior
criminal history to deter anyone who wants to volunteer.
The bottom line is, if you would like to help out a fellow veteran that is facing
some challenges in their life, we will make every effort to find a way for you to
do so. We would also like to ask that mentors make a commitment of at least 12
months when volunteering, as the Veterans Court team will devote time, energy,
and resources to help train and guide you to make sure you are prepared as a mentor. As the formalized court continues to take shape, we will provide training and
resources to ensure that mentors know their roles, and have the necessary tools to
be effective. We will also address other issues that may arise, such as establishing
boundaries and making sure that the mentor/mentee relationship is positive, safe,
and productive for everyone involved.
The overall goal of the mentor program is to assist the Veterans Court team to
create a pool of veteran mentors in Scott County. The mentors should be available to step up and help veterans going through the program get past their current
challenges, helping set them up for long-term success. The year or so that I have
been involved with the Scott County Veterans Court has been an incredibly rewarding experience. It has shown me first-hand that a specialized court for veterans
produces tangible, positive results both for the County as well as in the lives of the
individual veterans and their families.
Our oath to never leave a fallen comrade doesn’t have to end when we get our
DD 214. This is a great opportunity to be a positive influence for veterans that may
need just that. If you have any interest in becoming a volunteer, or would like
to ask any questions, I would ask that you please call me, Derek Farwell, at the
Scott County Veterans Service Office at (952) 496-8176, or email me at dfarwell@
co.scott.mn.us and I will be happy to talk to you directly.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Funds available to plant a
“pollinator neighborhood”
With spring having (finally) sprung,
there’s nothing better than taking a walk
through the neighborhood to see all the
beautiful flowers in bloom. However,
that sight might look different this season. Bees and other pollinators that make
our native flowers grow have seen a severe population decline in Scott County.
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Rusty Patched bumblebee
has seen a 90 percent decline from its
historical range. One Minnesota-based
program is hoping to change this reality: Lawns to Legumes.
Lawns to Legumes is a program supported by the Minnesota Board of Water
and Soil Resources (BWSR). Its goal
is to restore Minnesota’s state bee, the
Rusty Patched bumblebee. The Rusty
Patched is the first bumblebee to be
placed on the endangered species list,
marking a startling milestone in the pollinator world. Part of the reason for the
bees declining population is the loss of
critical pollinator habitat. The contemporary turf grass lawns that have become
mainstream in today’s landscaping are
taking away space that previously held
wildflowers and prairie grass.
Lawns to Legumes wants to bring
habitat back and educate homeowners in the process. To do this, the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District,
the Scott Watershed Management Organization, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District, and the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District have all
partnered together and have been given
funds to develop a pollinator demonstration neighborhood in Scott County.
This demonstration neighborhood
is exactly what its name implies. It’s a
neighborhood in Scott County that will
demonstrate to the public what pollinator plantings can look like. These plantings can be things like raingardens,
native prairies, and legume lawns and
can be planted anywhere -- like backyards, boulevards, sidewalks, and more!
Wherever there is a green patch, pollinator habitat can be planted.

Types of pollinator plantings can
include:
Turf alternatives are ways to convert high-maintenance Kentucky bluegrass lawns into low-input, native
ecoscapes. Species can vary wildly and
produce results very similar to regular
turf lawns with various soil and pollinator benefits. Turf alternatives can be
specifically tailored to favor bees and
other pollinators.
Urban boulevards can bring color
and function to the grassy space in between sidewalks and roads. Typical turf
boulevards create a hill over concrete,
making it much harder to efficiently let
water flow through it and causing flood-

Planting pollinator-friendly gardens
will benefit insects such as the Rusty
Patched bumblebee.

ing. Urban boulevards are specifically
designed to collect excess water and allow for better drainage—all while providing color and variety.
Raingardens are basin-shaped gardens designed to collect and infiltrate
stormwater runoff. Water flows into the
garden from roads, driveways, roofs,
and sidewalks. A fantastic benefit of
raingardens beyond water infiltration is
that they are heavily customizable; they
can be any shape or size, and can be
adapted to sun or shade.
The types of projects are varied and
customizable for whatever outdoor
space you have. The demonstration
neighborhood in Scott County will encourage variety in planting types, and
the Scott County Lawns to Legumes
partners will work with landowners
to determine the best design. To create this demonstration neighborhood,
the Scott County Lawns to Legumes
partners are looking for neighbors that
live in the same street or complex who
want to add pollinator habitat to their
residential yards. Eligible participants
include homeowners, renters, as well as
residents living in assisted facilities or
apartment buildings and townhouses.
Residential yards have a huge potential as pollinator habitat. And with so
many options available, the Scott County Lawns to Legumes partners know
that converting a portion of a turf grass
lawn to a pollinator planting can be a
little overwhelming when first beginning. Participants in this program will
have partnership backing and support
every step of the way, with both technical assistance and financial assistance.
This program will show people where
to start, and how to design, install, and
maintain a home pollinator planting.
For more information about different types of pollinator plantings, or for
more information on the Lawns to Legumes program, visit bwsr.state.mn.us/
l2l. If you or someone you know has
interest in participating in this program
and using Lawns to Legumes funds,
please contact Shelby Roberts at the
Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5448.

Evenings in the Garden

June 9 – August 11, 2020
Scott County Fairground Teaching Gardens
7151 190th Street W., Jordan

Evenings in the Garden takes place every second and fourth Tuesday
during June and July and the second Tuesday in August. Bring a
chair and relax, and find new ways to enjoy the garden. There will
also be activities available for children at each event!   For more
information, call (952) 492-5390 or go
to carverscottmastergardeners.org.
Summer Garden Festival
20/20 Bring Your Garden into Focus: Veggie and Fruit Gardens,
Healthy Soil Practices, and Relaxation in the Garden.
Tuesday, June 9, 2020
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (rain or shine)

Prairies are just one example of ways you can build pollinator habitat.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Order ahead to buy bare-root tree seedlings
and supplies that can be picked up on Friday,
April 24 at the Scott County Fairgrounds.

SWCD tree pickup
set for April 24

Scott County 2020 tree sale pick-up time is here!
Come to the Scott County Fairgrounds to pick-up
your orders of native trees and supplies.

When | Friday, April 24th from 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Where | Scott SWCD,
Scott County Fairgrounds
7151 W 190th St
Jordan, MN 55352

At last year’s tree sale, residents purchased
28,500 tree and shrub seedlings to plant for wildlife habitat, property borders, and landscaping. And
there’s still time to order! Visit www.scottswcdtrees.
com to see our selection and place an order.
For additional information regarding this year’s
sale, or for other inventory inquiries, call the Scott
SWCD office in Jordan, (952) 492-5425, or send an
e-mail to scottswcdtrees@gmail.com.
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR 2020 SALE

In regards to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in
an effort to maintain public safety and the safety
of the SWCD staff, the following changes will be
instituted:
1. No extra tree sales. The Scott SWCD will NOT
be offering extra trees, seed mixes, or supplies for
sale on pick-up day. The only way to receive trees
from the sale this year is to place an order online.
2. Non-contact pickup. We will also be instituting
a new non-contact pick up procedure that will
involve customers staying in their cars and having
the trees loaded into vehicles by staff. Instructions
will be sent to all customers the week of pickup.
3. No nitrate testing clinic. The annual, free
nitrate testing clinic is canceled for this year, but if
you are still interested in getting your well water
tested, visit the Minnesota Department of Health’s
Website at https://www.health.state.mn.us/

Pandemic
response
From page 1

internet to the home. Under the proposed plan, the
County will contribute one-third of the costs (up to
$35,000 per tower) towards the accelerated implementation of 5G and 900 MHz fixed wireless equipment on
three existing towers, one each in Jackson/Louisville
Township, Spring Lake and the eastern half of Sand
Creek Township, as well as New Market Township.
Under the agreement, Access would contribute onethird ($35,000 per tower) of the implementation costs
and pay for ongoing tower fees and maintenance costs
moving forward. Those local townships would contribute the remaining one-third implementation costs.
Netwave Broadband’s 5G and 900 MHz fixed-wireless solution is capable of providing service to a sevenmile radius from each tower at speeds of 30 Mbps to
100 Mbps (download and upload). Under the agreement, Access Networks is discounting its 40 Mbps internet package by $50 off installation and 30 percent
off its monthly subscription costs for $149 installation
and $49 per month without a router and $59 per month
with a router rental. The deployment of the solution to
all three towers can be accomplished within five weeks,
including final delivery of service to residences. Each
of the townships will be considering the proposal after
the press deadline for the .
If you would like more information, contact Perry
Mulcrone, Business Relationship Director at Scott
County, (952) 496-8776, or Steve Herman, Regional
Manager of Netwave Broadband, 952-209-0900. Additionally, Scott County is running a survey to understand the gaps in internet broadband service. The survey can be taken at https://tinyurl.com/rtmnapm”

Regional Parks are open

Park trails are open for use, and this family recently enjoyed a walk at Spring Lake Regional Park. Hear
the sound of frogs and birds as you get some fresh air and exercise -- but remember to social distance
yourself from non-family members. Dogs on non-retractable leashes can be walked on the trails, but it
is important to clean up after them.

Local farm family sees benefits
of grazing to improve soil health
On a calm, cool afternoon in November of last year,
a harvested field on Dale Meierbachtol’s farm in Belle
Plaine was still hard at work. While most farmers had
closed their operations for the season, 18 acres of interseeded cover crops were still providing grazing forage
for a herd of cattle run by the Meierbachtol family.
Cover crops are well known for their soil health
benefits. Farmers use cover crops as a means to reduce
soil erosion, pests, weeds, and diseases. They also improve soil stability, resilience, and biodiversity. Cover
crops leave residual organic matter after cash crops are
harvested, which is left on fields throughout the winter
to add cover and reduce soil loss from erosion. This
spring, this crop will decompose and return valuable
nutrients to the soil.
In the Meierbachtols’ case, they’ve found another
use for the cover crops left behind: Grazing.
Dale Meierbachtol -- with the help of his son Adam
-- started their cover crop journey two years ago, when
they reached out to Scott SWCD Engineering Technician Todd Kavitz. They had worked with the SWCD
before installing grassed waterways and grade stabilization structures on their various properties, so they
were no stranger to sustainable farming practices.
In the case of cover crops, the family knew they
wanted to extend the grazing season for their cattle and
the inter-seeded cover crop was the best option. Grazing cover crops was the perfect solution. Working with
Kavitz, they came up with a three-year seeding plan
under the SWCD cost-share program. They developed
an initial cover crop seed mix that consisted of Annual
Ryegrass, Purple Top Turnip, Chicory, Sorghum, Berseem Clover, and Common Vetch for their first year.
They inter-seeded on June 13, 2018 on a total of 18
acres, using the SWCD’s inter-seeder (which drills
two rows 10 inches apart between the corn rows).
Learning from the first year, they modified the seed
mix in 2019 to have more nitrogen-rich legumes. Their
seed mix consisted of Annual Ryegrass, Rapeseed,
Hairy Vetch, Field Pea, Crimson Clover, Purple Top
Turnip, and Daikon Radish. They inter-seeded into
corn on June 13 again, and enjoyed a warmer fall that
year. The seed mix saw more success in congruence
with the earlier corn harvest, and with the use of more
shade tolerant species. The Meierbachtols’ biggest
customized benefit came when their cattle grazed the
cover crop mix and corn stubble in October and November. Biomass
testing of the cover crops before
grazing measured
2200 pounds per
acre of available
forage.
Ty p i c a l l y,
once crops are
harvested,
that
signals the end Biomass testing of the cover
of the season for crops before grazing measured
farmers. But in 2200 pounds per acre of forage.

Cattle contendedly grazed on a harvested field on
the Dale Meierbachtol farm in rural Belle Plaine
last November. The field had been previously
interseeded with a cover crop.

the Meierbachtols’ situation, their 18 acres of cover
crops allowed for 18 acres of land that could be productive after their corn was harvested. “Two weeks
where the cattle can graze on the field are two weeks
we don’t have to provide them feed,” said Adam. The
benefits of grazing cover crops are immediate, tangible, and practical.
Due to the wet growing season last year, the Meierbachtols harvested their crop later than normal, shortening their potential grazing season. This year, they’re
hoping for a drier season this year, and they also plan
to plant early, harvest early, and use the same seed mix
as last year.
If the Meierbachtols had any advice for farmers
looking to graze cover crops for the first time, it would
be to go into it with an open mind. “It’s a lot of trial
and error at first. It’s best to try it on a smaller scale,
and work your way up once that trial period is over,”
Adam noted.
Part of the experimentation in that trial period is
aided by the cost-share and technical assistance programs from the Scott SWCD. SWCD technicians were
always available to provide assistance with everything
from seed mixes, equipment rental and calibration,
seeding plans, and more. After these three trial years
are over, the Meierbachtols will go into their fourth
year of cover crops, confident in their ability to maintain the practice independently and gain an additional
profit from their cattle operation.
If you’re interested in implementing cover crops
into your farming practices, or learning more about
what local farmers are doing to protect our natural
resources, the Scott SWCD office wants to help! The
SWCD offers technical assistance and information, as
well as equipment rentals for inter-seeders and other
equipment for sustainable farming practices. They
can also discuss cost-share options that you may be
eligible for. To get the process started, call the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Wash hands, sanitize to prevent spread of Coronavirus

According to experts, the single most
important piece of health advice to help
us stay safe from COVID-19 is to wash
your hands. Sometimes, you sometimes
can’t control what you touch, and you
certainly can’t control what other people touch, but you can look after your
own hands.  This is proper hand washing with soap and water.
Washing
hands with soap
and water works
in a couple of
ways. First, you
are physically removing the dirt,
viruses, and bacteria that may be
on your hands. The soap makes the skin
so slippery that we can pry those germs
off our hands and rinse them away.
Secondly, coronaviruses are encased in
a lipid (or fat) envelope, and soap can
break down this fat and make the virus
less likely to infect you.
Unfortunately, a lot of us don’t wash
hands properly even when there isn’t a
pandemic. A 2013 study of more than
3,700 people found that only five percent wash hands correctly. One in four
people wet their hands with just water,
and one in ten didn’t wash hands at all
after visiting the restroom. The five percent spent more than 15 seconds washing, scrubbing, and rinsing their hands.
So what is the correct method to
wash your hands? Hot or cold water
doesn’t matter, just make sure to lather
up, use liquid soap over foam if pos-

sible, and wash for at least 20 seconds.
Don’t forget the back of the hands, the
lower palms, fingernails, and nail beds.
How often should you wash your
hands? A lot, including before, during,
and after food prep, before eating, before and after caring for someone who’s
sick, after using the restroom or changing diapers, after blowing your nose,
coughing or sneezing, and more. If you
can’t wash your hands, then use hand
sanitizer. Lipid membrane viruses like
the coronavirus are more likely to be
killed by alcohol-based hand sanitizers.
The recommendation is to use sanitizers with at least 60 percent alcohol. Too
much alcohol, though, is never a good
thing. In this case, if the concentration
is too much the alcohol will evaporate
before it can kill the viruses, and it will
also dry out your skin.
In addition to washing hands, it may
be a good practice to start regularly
sanitizing and disinfecting your homes
since the coronavirus has been shown
to survive on surfaces for several days.
There are a few different chemicals you
can use. Just remember to never mix

Use a hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60 percent alcohol if soap and
water are unavailable.

Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly, especially before touching your
nose, mouth or eyes because that’s where germs enter our bodies.

different cleaning agents together.
Some household chemicals, if mixed,
can create dangerous and poisonous
gases.
Experts in emerging viruses from
Rutgers University recommend the following disinfecting chemicals: Onethird cup of bleach to one gallon of cold
water makes an excellent disinfectant.
Plastic toys can be dipped for about
30 seconds and household surfaces for
about 10 minutes or more. Solutions of
70 percent or more alcohol can be left
on surfaces for 30 seconds or so. Finally,
Hydrogen Peroxide 3 percent solutions

or diluted to 0.5 percent are very effective. These should be left on for about
one minute before wiping off.
All of these should not be used as a
substitute for hand washing or a hand
sanitizer, as they can be very harsh on
the skin. A little common sense can go a
long way in helping Scott County stop
the spread of germs, bacteria, and viruses -- specifically, the coronavirus. Remember to wash your hands often, use
sanitizing chemicals at home if needed,
and to follow the CDC guidelines on the
coronavirus.

Protecting Scott County’s drinking water

Scott County wells tap into
groundwater aquifers
In Scott County, almost all residents
get their drinking water from groundwater. In fact, 75 percent of the entire state
of Minnesota relies on groundwater as
its drinking water source. So not only
is groundwater incredibly important in
Scott County, but to the entire state.
What is groundwater? Groundwater
is water that fills the cracks and pores of
rocks and sediments that lie beneath the
surface of the earth – much like the way
a sponge holds water. Groundwater is
a part of the water cycle: Water falls to
the ground surface from precipitation,
which then infiltrates through soil to
reach the zone of saturation where it can
eventually join an aquifer. This process
is called recharge.
Each rock type is able to hold different amounts of water due to its porosity.
Porosity is the measurement of the space
between the individual grains within a
rock or in cracks of the rock that can be
filled with water. Water fills up spaces
of rock due to its porosity, but it is the

permeability that allows water to flow
through the rocks. Permeability is the
measurement of a rock’s ability to let
water move through it. The size, shape,
and connectedness of a rock’s pore
spaces control the permeability. Permeability can range from highly permeable (such as unconsolidated gravel deposits which easily allow water to flow
through it) to impermeable units like
shale, which block the flow of water.
In Minnesota, there is a geologic
record consisting of highly permeable
layers where water can flow, with impermeable layers mixed in to limit the
flow of water. It’s because of this combination we have a good geologic environment for aquifers to form. Aquifers
are the saturated geologic formations
that hold and transmit groundwater. In
Scott County, the most commonly used
aquifers are quaternary aquifers (unconsolidated glacial sediments), the Prairie
du Chien aquifer and the Jordan aquifer.
Some city wells drill deeper and access

This graphic shows how water infilrates through soil to reach the zone of
saturation where it can eventually join an aquifer.

deeper aquifers, but private wells in
Scott County typically do not go deeper
than the Jordan aquifer. The aquifers
are named for the geologic formations
from which they are contained.
It’s important moving forward to
protect these aquifers to make sure they
can continue to provide drinking water
to the people of Scott County. Plan-

ning efforts to ensure that the aquifers
don’t become polluted but also maintain
a sustainable quantity take place at the
County and State levels. For more information on Scott County groundwater, visit scottcountymn.gov/wells.

Public water suppliers follow testing, treatment protocols
For those who live in a city or a community where drinking water is provided to you (public water suppliers), there
are testing requirements to follow as laid out by the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). This is unlike those with
private wells, where water quality and testing is the homeowner’s responsibility.
Minnesota’s public water supply systems are tested on a
regular basis for bacteria, nitrates and other inorganic chemicals, radiological elements, and up to 118 different industrial
chemicals and pesticides. The exact list of contaminants and
the schedule for testing can vary between systems.
A number of factors help determine which chemicals are
tested for, and how often. MDH can grant waivers to suppliers if a specific chemical or pesticide isn’t used in that area,
so they then don’t need to test for that specific contaminant.
Such waivers are relatively uncommon, but they are sometimes granted for certain types of contaminants.

If the level of a contaminant exceeds the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) set by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) then a water supply system operator must take corrective actions and notify the users. The
MCL for a particular contaminant represents the lowest concentration at which that contaminant is believed to be a potential health concern. The MCL for contaminants are also
referenced for those on private wells when they are dealing
with treatment of their drinking water.
Public water suppliers are annually required to issue Consumer Confidence Reports (CCR) to summarize their testing
results and issue a copy to all that are provided water. The
reports must be published by July of each year and tell where
drinking water comes from, what’s in it, and how you can
help protect it. If you would like to review your supplier’s
past CCR you can go here: https://www.health.state.mn.us/
ccr.

Water from a public supply system is
routinely tested and treated before it
is dispensed through the system.

