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begins Sept. 18 by mail or in-person
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Reducing the transmission of COVID-19 has been the goal of a committed and vigorous team of Scott
County public health workers since
the onset of the pandemic in March.
Team members include Medical Reserve Corp volunteers, public health
interns from St. Catherine University, staff from River Valley Health
Services, and public health staff. All
are called case investigators.
When a person tests positive for
COVID-19, the lab report is sent to
the Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH), which enters the case information into a secure data system.
Based upon address, the cases are
then assigned to the various counties.
This is where the case investigators
start their work in Scott County.
“Case investigations, more simply
put, are phone interviews with the diagnosed person,” explained Noreen
Kleinfehn-Wald, Scott County Public Health Supervisor. “They confirm
that the person is aware of their test
results, and then reviews with them
how to remain in isolation so that
others do not get exposed to COVID.” A person in isolation should
be away from normal responsi-

Sagal Odawa, a Scott County Public Health intern and Shakopee
resident, is on a team of COVID-19 case investigators who spend hours
on the phone providing information and assistance to people who have
tested positive for COVID or who have been exposed to someone who
has the virus.

bilities outside of the home. They
should be away from even family,
taking their meals in their room,
and having their own bedroom and
bathroom if possible.
Identifying those individuals

(called “contacts”) who were exposed to the illness is also a significant part of the interview. COVID is
infectious for two days prior to the
start of symptoms of the disease, so
CONTAINING COVID to page 14

Restoration brings 87 acres
of wetland back to County

If you find yourself driving down
County Road 11, look east just as
you pass 225th Street to view a magnificent new asset in Scott County.
What you’ll see is 87 acres of land
restored to natural landscape as a
fully functioning wetland. Amid
picturesque scenery, it will provide
amazing habitat for a plethora of
wildlife while also improving water
quality in Sand Creek, Scott County’s largest stream.
The land, however, didn’t always
look the way it does today, and the
story of this land is as interesting as
the creatures that now inhabit it.
For more than 100 years, this
large chunk of land nestled in the
northern edge of Helena Township
was used for farming. It was first
used as forage for livestock and, in
more recent decades, as cropland for
corn and soybeans. Production was
aided by a large drainage ditch and
numerous subsurface tile drainage
systems constructed over the years.
These additions removed water that
would naturally pool on the land and
made the area farmable.
What are wetlands, and why
are they important?
Wetlands are often referred to as
“Mother Nature’s kidneys.” They
are areas where water levels persist
at or above the ground surface long
enough to support the growth of
“hydrophytic” (that is, highly waterdependent) vegetation. Although
most people associate wetlands with

Pete Beckius, Project Specialist with Scott SWCD, stands beside a field
of native grasses and wildﬂowers at the Helena Wetland restoration site.

ever-popular cattails, there are many
different types of wetlands. In fact,
wetlands can occur in woodlands -and many have no cattails or standing
water in them beyond a few weeks
in the year. Wetlands provide essential habitat for all types of wildlife,
many of which are specially adapted
to these permanently (or seasonally)
flooded areas.
One of the more important functions of wetlands, however, is providing space where water from snowmelt
and rainfall can pool. This helps prevents flooding downstream. In the

process, they filter out pollutants like
sediment, fertilizers, and pesticides.
This is why they are considered the
“kidneys” of ecosystems. In Scott
County, more than 70 percent of historic wetlands have been lost through
improvements for agriculture and development, so when the site in Helena was offered up for restoration,
organizations and landowners alike
jumped on the chance.
The Helena Wetland
restoration process
Recounting this restoration story
WETLAND to back 13
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Appointments, federal CARES
funds benefit County residents

Well, here we are in the waning days of summer 2020, and what a strange one
it has been. As we now look to the uncertainties around the upcoming school year,
the very real probability of a “second wave” of COVID-19, and what the elections
may have in store for us this fall, it seems that the ground under our feet is shifting
on a daily, if not an hourly, basis. But here at the County, we’re open and operational – if in a different way than pre-COVID.
Since the last issue of the SCENE, we have continued to open up County services, although several of our services have opened up with an “appointment-only”
model. Originally, this was put in place to keep our residents, clients, and staff safe
and ensure appropriate social distancing. Yet what we have learned is that, by and
large, service users have truly appreciated this type of service.
For example, if you have made a driver’s license appointment recently, you
are typically here 15 – 25 minutes (depending upon which driver’s license you
are applying for). There is no waiting in line for 90 – 120 minutes, and people
seem pleased with the quick service. Another example is the Household Hazardous Waste Facility. Previously, there had been times that cars could idle for up to
two hours around the Central Shop or (even worse) out on Trunk Highway 282
– but now people schedule a five-minute appointment, and we are moving people
through at about the same capacity as pre-pandemic.
Does the HHW Facility have a backlog? Frankly, yes. But we have opened up
more hours to try and clear that backlog, and the customers report that they are
pleased with the appointment service. (See the Environmental SCENE column in
this issue for more information.)
So yes, we have had some complaints about appointments and the time it is taking to get them. Most certainly, “by appointment only” is a change and does require
planning to make an appointment ahead of an expiring driver’s license or to make
an appointment before cleaning out that old paint that’s been sitting around for the
past five years. Change (and adapting to it) takes time, and I’m hopeful that -- as a
community -- we can adapt to these changes together, whether in the present moment alone or continuing into the future. (It appears to be a much more efficient
use of everyone’s time.)
Two other services that have opened up: We are taking appointments for title
transfers and marriage licenses as well. Please continue to mail or drop off license
tabs in the drop box at the Government Center. The libraries have also opened up
for walk-in services. We continue to provide the ever-popular pick-up services for
that need that as well, but you are welcome to come and browse the library shelves
during certain hours.
Finally, the County has received approximately $17.7 million dollars in Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funds from the federal
government. These dollars were secured to protect the American people from the
public health and economic impacts of COVID-19. Part of those funds were sent
to states for local allocation and disbursement.
The County Board indicated that local business support was their highest priority, with housing security, food security, nonprofit support, school support, and rural
broadband also being priorities. The goals behind this focus are:
• Keeping people employed (or getting them back to work again);
• Filling in gaps that unemployment insurance (plus stimulus funds),
Payroll Protection Program (PPP), and other programs didn’t meet;
• Helping businesses, organizations, and residents most harmed by the
pandemic; 
• Providing support to businesses that can sustain and grow the economy;
• Supporting operational changes to keep businesses operating during the
pandemic;
• Providing food support for families immediately at risk;
• Targeting rental and mortgage programs to those in need but not covered
by state programs; 
• Supporting distance learning; and
• Supporting childcare for essential employees.
On August 4, the Scott County Board took action to distribute funds to three of
their top priorities:
• $5.5 million for small businesses, including in-home licensed day cares,
local farms, and self proprietors through a contract with the CDA.
• $2 million for housing security through a mortgage and rent protection
programs.
• $1 million for extending broadband into our rural communities for
distance learning, remote working, and tele-health purposes.
There is more work to come in the areas of food security and non-profit work.
Our goal is to get these funds as quickly as possible to the residents who have been
impacted by COVID-19.
So stick with us, stay healthy, and keep safe. We will get through this together.
We have to.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Herb Krieger, a “retired” greenhouse grower, raises his vegetables in Spring
Lake Township and sells them at the Lydia Farmers’ Market.

Visit a farmers’ market
Prior Lake Farmers’ Market -Downtown Prior Lake
(Saturdays through October)
The Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
is located on Main Street (downtown
Prior Lake), just off of Highway 13 and
County Rd. 21. There is free parking at
many of the local businesses.
At each market you can expect to see
food trucks, live music, coffee baristas,
growing classes, locally tapped maple
syrup, hand crafted candies, fresh vegetables, natural bath and body products,
and more! The Carver Scott Master Gardeners are not available at the market
this year, but yard and garden questions
can be directed to gardenquestions@
carverscottmastergardeners.org or by
calling (952) 466-5308.
During the pandemic, they have
implemented a variety of new practices
to keep vendors and patrons safe and
healthy, including that all food must be
taken to-go. For more information, visit
www.priorlakefarmersmarket.com.
The Little Market that Could
Prior Lake Tractor Supply
(Thursdays from 4 to 7 p.m. through
Oct. 10)
Located in the Tractor Supply parking lot off of Highway 13, the market
features fresh fruit and garden produce,
homemade arts, food trucks, music, various entertainers, classic cars, and more.
Savage Farmers’ Market
(Sundays through Oct. 25,
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
The market is located at 4800 West
123rd St. and is operated by the St. Paul
Farmers’ Markets. It features a wide array of fresh vegetables and fruits, flowers, and other natural food products.
EBT cards are accepted. Market staff
can be reached at (651) 227-8101 or email info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.

grown produce, baked goods, jellies and
jams, honey, and other foods. A limited
number of crafts (such as beeswax candles, soaps, and bath salts) are also featured. The New Prague Farmers Market is located on the corner of Main St.
and 7th Ave. SE (near Carbone’s). Please
use side street parking.
Shakopee Farmers’ Market
American Legion
(Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
weathering permitting, through
October)
Located in the American Legion
parking lot at the corner of Marschall
Rd. and First Ave., the market features a
wide array of fresh garden produce and
other products.
St. Francis Farmers’ Market
(Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
through Aug. 25)
St. Francis Regional Medical Center
in Shakopee hosts a Farmers’ Market
in the purple parking lot at its facilities
off of Marschall Road and 17th Ave. It
features Great Harvest Bread, fresh produce, and honey products.
Lydia Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon,;
Tuesdays, 4 to 6:30 p.m.)
Located in the parking lot of Zion
United Methodist Church on the corner
of County Road 10 and Highway 13, the
market offers fresh vegetables, home
canned goods, woodwork, fresh eggs,
baked goods (including homemade pies
on Saturdays), and more.

Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through Oct. 21,
3:30 to 6:30)
Now located in the parking lot of
Borough Bowl, 235 S. Ash St., the market features plants, baked goods, garden
produce and fruit, home-crafted face
masks, wood crafts, honey, eggs, and
more! For more information, contact
Laurie Devine at (952) 454-1038 or visit the “Belle Plaine Farmers Market” on
Facebook.
New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon,
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m.
through October)
The market provides fresh, locally

The booth selling home-crafted face
masks at the New Prague Farmers’
Market was extremely busy on
Saturday, July 25, the first day of
the state-mandated face mask order
from Governor Walz.
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Voters have options to participate in elections
Did you hear 2020 is a big year for
elections? (Just kidding.) Here are
some FAQs and important information
to remember.
Who can register and vote in
Minnesota?
If all of the items below apply to you
– you are eligible to vote in our great
state:
• A U.S. citizen
• At least 18 years old on Election
Day
• A resident of Minnesota for at least
20 days
• Finished with all parts of any
felony sentence
• You can vote while under
guardianship, unless a judge has
specifically revoked your right to
vote
You cannot vote if a court has ruled
that you are legally incompetent.

When and why should you register?
Save yourself time at the polls by
registering online! While you can register on the day of the election at your precinct (the most common way to do this
is with an ID that has your new address,
or an ID and a utility bill showing your
new address), it is so much easier (and
faster and safer!) when you complete
your registration online – complete it
at least 20 days before the election and
you’re all set!

Don’t know if you’re registered or if
you need to re-register?
You can find that out too. Visit
https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterRegistration/VoterRegistrationMain.
aspx to get started. If you have moved,
changed your name, or are voting for the
first time, you need to register. Check
“NOW” to ensure you are ready to go on
Election Day!!

Commissioners’ Corner
August 18

County Board Meetings through October 2020
-County Board meeting

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
County Board workshop
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

October 6
October 13
October 20
October 27

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board Workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want to
serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If
you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For more
information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents
who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one youth at-large vacancy.
In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists
in formulating programs, recommending budgets, and selecting and evaluating the
Extension staff. The University of Minnesota Extension discovers science-based
solutions, delivers practical education, and engages Minnesotans to build a better
future. Together, we create a better world for today and tomorrow by keeping our
food safe and affordable; preparing today’s youth to thrive in a complex world;
ensuring Minnesota communities are strong; improving our environment; and
helping families make better decisions. The Extension Committee meets four times
per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.). For more information on Extension,
go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy McCulloch, Extension Regional
Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
• District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
• District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5: The City of Savage.

Election judges can use electronic
poll pads to look up your voter
record (swipe your license or ID for
super speedy retrieval, or you can be
looked up by name and birth date)
and check you in.

When are the federal, state, and
local elections this year?
Nov. 3 is the general election, and
there are a lot of races this year! All
Minnesota voters will have these races
on their ballot:
• U.S. President
• U.S. Senator
• U.S. Representative
• State Senator
• State Representative
• Judicial seats
Scott County has quite a few races as
well, including:
• County Commissioners (for
Districts 1, 2, and 4)
• Soil and Water Supervisors
• And many city, township, and
school district races
Can you vote more than once?
Only one vote per person! Your voter
registration address should be your primary residence and you must vote in the
precinct your address is assigned to.
Don’t know where your polling
location is?
We can get you hooked up with that
info too! Just visit https://pollfinder.sos.
state.mn.us/.
What if you can’t get to the polls on
Election Day or, given the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, you would feel
safer staying out of the polls? Are
you out of luck?
Absolutely not! Everyone who is eligible gets the chance to vote! In fact, the
Minnesota Secretary of State’s Office is
encouraging all eligible voters to Vote
From Home to reduce spread of disease
and keep our communities healthy. Voting from home is easy and available to
any Minnesota voter through our absentee balloting system.
For the general (November) election,
absentee voting begins Sept. 18 and
runs through Nov. 2 -- but we are able to
accept your application right now! You
can vote any time during that period and
do not need a reason why.
You can request a ballot by completing an “Application for Absentee Voting” online, by mail, e-mail, fax, or in
person. We encourage online application if at all possible -- it reduces the
costs of paper and postage, saves time
for you and staff, and reduces the risks
of face-to-face contact.
Can I vote early in person?
All voters have at least one location
where they can vote early in person with
an absentee ballot beginning Friday,
Sept. 18. The absentee location for all
Scott County voters is the Scott County
Public Works Building, 600 Country
Trail E., Jordan. (Note: This is a change
from previous elections. There will be
no voting at the Government Center in
Shakopee this year.) Residents of Shakopee, Savage, Prior Lake, and Jordan
can also vote at their local city halls.
Absentee voting locations will be

open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except holidays. In addition, these early voting opportunities
will be available:
• The last Saturday before Election Day (10 a.m. — 3 p.m.)
• The day before Election Day until 5 p.m.
Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/702/Absentee-Voting for more details.

Is it safe to vote by mail? What is the
difference between “mail balloting”
and absentee?
It is safe to vote by mail! Absentee
voting requires that you complete a request to receive a ballot (mail balloting
is where you are automatically sent a
ballot and you choose to send it in or
not) and you provide information that
we later use to ensure that the information matches up. Metro counties (including Scott County) are currently not
eligible for mail balloting, but we are
more than happy to assist you with your
absentee ballot!
How can you get involved in the
elections process?
There are many ways you can participate in democracy in addition to voting!
• Become an election judge!
Election judges are temporary,
paid employees of local election
officials (in Scott County they
are hired by the city or township)
trained to handle all aspects of
voting at the polling place. Serving
as an election judge is a chance
to learn about elections and is a
great service to the community.
Get more info here: https://www.
sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/
get-involved/become-an-electionjudge/.
• Run for office! Visit https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/electionadministration-campaigns/becomea-candidate/ to get more info about
becoming a candidate.
Is anything else new? What will be
done at the polls to keep you safe?
Well, 2020 has been nothing short
of a crazy year, right? If you choose to
come to the polling place, you will be
asked to sanitize your hands as you enter and leave the polls and, if the Governor’s executive order on mandatory
masks continues, you will be required
to wear a mask to protect the election judges and fellow voters around
you. Conditions in polling places are
oftentimes cramped and social distancing may be difficult, but local election
officials will be working hard to keep
people appropriately distanced and
polling booths sanitized between each
voter. Pens and ballot markers will be
placed in bins after use to be sanitized
before being used again.
Also, if you didn’t come to the polls
in 2018, you will see the judges using
electronic poll pads to look up your
voter record (swipe your license or ID
for super speedy retrieval, or you can be
looked up by name and birth date) and
check you in. And who doesn’t want to
have the process go faster? If you’d like
to, check the poll pad technology out on
You Tube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4LAMezx_FiY.
If you have any questions about
these topics (or any other elections matters), please feel free to call us at (952)
496-8560 or, even better, drop us an
email at scelections@co.scott.mn.us.
Also, check out the Secretary of State’s
website for information about elections,
voting and much more: https://www.
sos.state.mn.us/.
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HHW Facility will assist
businesses with disposal of
small quantities of waste

Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Services Manager

Appointments at HHW facility
save time, enhance safety

Like many businesses, we had to quickly close the Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) facility in March due to the pandemic. While we waited for guidance to
reopen, I recalled the lesson I learned in 2016 when we closed during construction
to expand the facility – it is not well suited for a crowd.
Before construction began, we advertised that the HHW would be closed from
September to January. Although the timing made us nervous because spring and
fall are our peak seasons, we were very excited to start because we badly needed
the extra storage space. We also expanded the drive-through lanes to improve
traffic flow. We advertised that the HHW was closing for the fall and hoped to
see everyone in the spring, with traffic improvements in place so everyone could
expect shorter lines.
Unexpectedly, everyone showed up at the end of August to drop off their waste
before we closed. We were not prepared, and the unorganized line of cars wrapped
around the public works building twice and ended on Highway 282, obstructing
oncoming traffic. People waited in line for hours, but fortunately there were no major car accidents. This happened several times until we finally closed. The traffic
improvements we did make helped to alleviate some of the congestion; however,
due to the building’s short distance to the shared main entrances with Public Works,
we cannot safely handle very long lines.
This time, when we re-opened the HHW, we wanted to not only ensure everyone’s safety from the coronavirus but also avoid the nightmare lines of the past.
First, we added safeguards to protect both customers and County employees. The
face-to-face service we provide already occurs outside, so social distancing can be
accomplished if we don’t have too many people in the unloading area, and employees wear a mask as an extra precaution. Employees also remain six feet from the
customer and their car. After the participant leaves, all surfaces are sanitized for
the next participant. We can continue to take waste and meet the recommended
guideline, but the process takes a little longer.
The problem was there was no way to know how many vehicles would arrive
when we reopened after being closed for several weeks. We knew that we had to
consider that spring is normally our busiest season: More people were at home
deep-cleaning their houses and garages and, with the warm spring, everyone was
ready to go outside. In order to help prevent those lines we saw in 2016, we decided
to re-open by appointment only. This ensured that participants arrived throughout
the day and with no wait time. Most metro-area HHW facilities closed and reopened about the same time that we did. However, some of them re-opened with
no appointment needed, and experienced lines over a mile long – but they could
accommodate those lines due to their location.
Yes, the level of customer service we have come to expect has declined. Some
residents have been disappointed they could not immediately dispose of their waste,
but the appointment-only method was the right, safe way to re-open.
As I write this article in July, the HHW is still available by appointment only
and we anticipate this throughout the summer. We have increased the number of
appointments available per day in July, and we will continue to work hard to make
more appointments available. If there are no time slots available online, this means
they have all filled -- so please check back in a few days. See the website at www.
scottcountymn.gov/hhw.
We would like to thank our Scott County businesses, Buckingham Companies
(Prior Lake), DEM-CON Companies (Shakopee), Lloyds (Shakopee), Lakers (New
Prague), Suburban Waste Services (Savage), Liberty Tire (Savage), and others in
taking items such as metal, appliances, televisions, and tires, when possible. Please
check their business websites for items they accept and possible fees.
Finally, we would like to thank all of you for your patience and understanding,
and hope to soon provide you that same level of service we all expect.

The Scott County HHW now has an
easy, four-step process to properly dispose of your business hazardous waste
– and it’s also convenient and affordable. Go to our Scott County website at
https://www.scottcountymn.gov. Under
“Business Hazardous Waste,” click on
“VSQG (very small quantity generator)
Small Business Hazardous Waste Management,” and follow these easy steps.
• Does your business or
organization generate less than
220 pounds (22 gallons) of
hazardous waste per month?
If so, you qualify as a VSQG,
which means you can bring your
materials to the Scott County
VSQG Program for affordable
management and disposal!
• Identify and quantify your
wastes. Simply download and
complete the VSQG Application
Form. Also check the Small
Business Disposal Fees list to
see the types of waste we accept
and their cost. These forms are
available on the Scott County
website.
• E-mail or fax the VSQG
Application Form and any
applicable Safety Data Sheets.
Depending on the wastes you are
transporting, shipping papers and
a HW ID number may be required.
Once we receive your application,
we will review the wastes and
contact you if shipping papers and
the HW ID number are required.
We will prepare the shipping

•

papers for you and send them to
you prior to your appointment.
Schedule a time and date
on the calendar on the Scott
County website, and then
transport your wastes to the
Scott County VSQG Collection
Program. Business appointments
will be available on the first
Tuesday of each month (except on
holidays). The Scott County HHW
Facility (where you will bring your
waste) is located at 588 Country
Trail East in Jordan.

Please note that all business waste
disposals must now follow this procedure, including businesses that have
used our fluorescent bulb day collection
in the past. There is no need for you
to struggle with confusing regulatory
compliance or safe and proper management of your hazardous business wastes
by yourself, because we are here to help.
If you have any questions or need help
with the required paperwork or making
the appointment, please contact Scott
County at (952) 496-8366.

Only about 20 percent of electronic waste is annually recycled, but almost all
of it can be sorted, disassembled, shredded, and recycled.

Summer is a good time Parts from old electronics,
to pump septic systems computers can be recycled

Scott County Environmental Service
is continuing to send out postcards to
residents over the summer reminding
them it is a good time to consider pumping septic tanks. Septic system owners
are responsible for system maintenance.
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency recommends that septic tanks be
evaluated at least once every three years
because properly maintaining a septic
system will extend its life. Owners must
employ state-licensed maintenance businesses. A list of licensed pumpers can be
found at: www.pca.state.mn.us/water/
subsurface-sewage-treatment-systems
Septic tank additives should never
be added to your septic tank. These additives do not break down the solids in
your tank, they only push them downstream to your drainfield which can
cause clogging and failure of the system.

One hundred and eighty pounds.
That’s the average amount of electronic
waste (e-waste) generated by the average American family every year. And
almost all of this could be recycled in
some form or another; sadly, only about
20 percent of it is.
Most e-waste contains precious metals (like gold and platinum) that are very
rare and difficult to mine from the earth.
Salvaging these minerals allows them to
be reused to make new consumer goods
rather than relying on raw materials harvested in potentially unsafe ways.
Electronic waste disposal and recycling has many different steps/processes. Computers contain many working
parts and intricate systems. The recycling process differs slightly site to site,
but generally, here’s how e-waste gets
septic recycled.

parts: Motherboards, circuit boards,
batteries, and other systems that may be
reused in new computers without compromising data. Any reusable items are
sent for data wipe/sanitization, testing
and/or refurbishment, and resale.

Sorting/disassembly

After removing any reusable parts,
an e-waste recycling center sorts the
metals and boards so that they can be
further processed. Metals are melted
down internally and resold. From there,
they can be used in any number of different consumer goods and products.

Shredding/recycling
Computer parts that may contain
old user data are sent to a shredder
so any remaining data will be destroyed. Other raw materials, like
It is recommended that
systems be pumped and evaluated
metal, are shredded as well. That
every three years to extend their life. Parts/reuse
way, they can be easily converted
Old computers have many interior into new consumer products.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Develop your own preparedness
plan, starting with water supply

Property owners with
large tax hikes can
apply for refunds

Some taxpayers may be eligible for
a “special” property tax refund from the
state of Minnesota. It is easy to apply
and may provide an additional refund.
The special property tax refund is available to homeowners and has no income
limit. To qualify for the special property tax refund:
•
•

•

You must have lived in your home
on Jan. 2, 2019 and January 2,
2020;
Your net property tax on your
homestead must have increased by
more than 12 percent from 2019 to
2020; and
The increase must have been at
least $100.

You may file for free on the Minnesota Department of Revenue website!
• Go to www.revenue.state.mn.us.
• Click “Property Tax Refund”
under “For Individuals” to get
started.
*Additional requirements may apply—please refer to the Form M1PR
and filing instructions.
Questions? Contact MN DOR at
(651) 296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094
Scott County tax statements can be
viewed online at www.scottcountymn.
gov.
Your 2019 return should be filed by
Aug. 15, 2020. The final deadline to
claim the 2019 refund is Aug. 15, 2021.

Property tax payment
options are available

Second half property taxes are due on Thursday Oct. 15, 2020. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Scott County Government Center
remains closed to the public (at the time of publication). Listed below
are the available options for payment of taxes:
• You may mail taxes. If mailed, they must be postmarked on
or before Oct. 15 to be considered on time.
• Tax payment drop boxes
are located in Parking Lot
B, which is off of 5th Ave.
and between Holmes St.
and Fuller St.
 White drop box by
the USPS mailbox
 Black drop box by
the entrance door
•
•

Scott County Library tax payment drop boxes:
 In the Book Drop from Oct. 8-15, even if the library is
not open to the public.
You can also pay your taxes online! Go to https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/ and select the icon shown below.
There are convenience fees charged
by the processor that depend on how
you choose to pay:
 E-check = $1.50 per
transaction
 Debit Cards = $3.50
per transaction
 Credit Cards =
2.3 percent per
transaction

Need mortgage assistance?

If you’re behind on your mortgage or struggling to keep up
with your payments, the Scott County CDA is available to help
with free, unbiased, confidential services to get things back on
track. You have options! Over 50 percent of homeowners that
worked with one of our Certified Foreclosure Counselors were
able to stay in their home with their current mortgage or were
able to modify the mortgage to support future success.
For information, call (952) 402-9022 or visit www.scottcda.
org.

In disaster after disaster, far too few people are prepared to respond or recover.
In a civil society, it is easy to become reliant on a highly available supply chain
system that keeps our store shelves stocked. During the first wave of COVID-19,
we saw irrational shortages – due to panic buying -- in supplies like toilet paper. So
in a world where we see or read about disasters almost weekly, why are so many
people unprepared? For many, the idea of prepping seems too difficult, too time
consuming, or simply foolish. Over the next two years, this article will walk you
through easy-to-complete steps to ensure your family’s resilience. Each of these
articles will focus on one topic.
We are going to start by talking about water. The saying goes, “water is life,”
and it is. Humans can survive a long time without food, but without proper hydration, our physical and mental abilities are quickly compromised. In the United
States, we have a highly regulated and reliable municipal water system. It’s easy to
get complacent and assume that there will always be clean water coming out of the
tap. The fact is, during good times, there is rarely a problem with city water supplies. Yet even with all the safeguards, water boil orders do get issued when needed. During a crisis, one of those safeguards may fail. Power outages, mechanical
failures, and contamination can all quickly shut down a municipal water supply.
Within hours, cartloads of bottled water will be streaming out of every store.
Each person should drink at least onehalf gallon of water each day. If you factor
in water for cooking and limited sanitary
needs, each person needs a one-gallon (128
ounce) supply of water per day. At a minimum, each person should have a three-day
supply of water readily accessible. In the
event of a large-scale disaster, help may not
come for five days to a week. In summer,
more water is needed. If you have pets, you
must also reserve enough water for them.
Let’s be honest, this is usually where
people become overwhelmed and turn their
effort off. It sounds unrealistic or overwhelming to stockpile water for the slight
possibility of a shortage. Our goal in this column is to help you take small steps to
be better prepared for a crisis. Over the course of the next two months, my challenge to you is to stock a three-day supply of water for every family member.
The easiest option is to buy bottled water. For less than $4.50, a local big box
store sells 32 16.9-ounce bottles of water. That is enough to supply two adults for
a day. Think about that: For around $30, most families can have a guarantee of
safe water for three days. Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations, but bottled
water typically remains fresh for over a year. There are a wide variety of bottled
water options at local stores.
If purchasing water isn’t possible, consider bottling your own. Two-liter pop
bottles work well, but before using a container for bottling water, it must be washed
thoroughly. The inside of the container must then be sanitized with a mixture of
one teaspoon of household bleach to a quart of water. After sanitizing, the container must completely air day. Once dry, the containers can be filled with city water
and tightly sealed. Self-bottled water must be replaced every six months.

NextStage provides free
assistance to businesses
The Scott County Community Development Agency (CDA) is excited
to announce a new program available
to assist local entrepreneurs and small
businesses throughout Scott County. As
of July 1, NextStage for Entrepreneurs
began providing one-on-one consulting, small group learning, and access to
loan capital for businesses and entrepreneurs throughout Scott County, all free
of charge.
NextStage for Entrepreneurs will be
closely integrated with other local programs aimed at providing assistance to
Scott County entrepreneurs and businesses, including programs like the recently announced Scott County CDA
Recovery Loan program; the Technology Village business accelerator program located in Prior Lake; and the
Scott County FAST-TRACK Challenge,
a local competition in which entrepreneurs have an opportunity to pitch their
business ideas to an esteemed panel of
judges for the chance to win cash and
service prizes.
NextStage is a local non-profit corporation, focused on providing support, training, and financing assistance

to Twin Cities metro area entrepreneurs
through their planning, start-up, and
growth phases. Lee Hall, NextStage
Business Advisor (who will be working with Scott County businesses), has
more than 20 years of experience supporting entrepreneurs.
“We know that small business ownership can be really tough even on a
good day, and having access to the
right resources can make a big difference in helping a small business succeed,” said said Stacy Crakes, Business
Development Director with the Scott
County CDA. “Offering a program that
can range from tailoring services for
the person with an idea on a napkin, to
helping an established small business
that’s poised for growth but isn’t quite
sure what path to take, can differentiate
our community from the rest, and that’s
part of what makes this partnership so
exciting.”
For more information on the NextStage for Entrepreneurs program,
please visit www.scottcda.org/resource/
nextstage/ or contact Stacy Crakes at
scrakes@scottfss.org or (952) 496-8613.
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Healthy SCENE
By Laurie McMillen
Scott County Public Health

Preventive visits are important

A preventive visit every year can keep chronic diseases clear!
As we move through a year that is creating many “new normals,” there are some
things that continue to be tried-and-true behaviors when it comes to health. Both
medical and dental professionals have long touted that preventive health visits are
key to a long and healthy life. The premise behind preventive health is simple: The
more often you see your provider, the better the chance they will find and treat the
beginning of any issues before they become chronic conditions.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), chronic
diseases are “conditions that last one year or more and require ongoing medical
attention, limit activities of daily living, or both.” The National Center for Chronic
Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) states six in ten adults in
the United States have a chronic disease -- and four in ten adults have two or more.1
Additionally, the CDC reports that more than one in four adults have untreated
tooth decay, and 46 percent have the beginning of gum disease.2
While these numbers are eye-opening, the good news is it is never too late to
start a preventive checkup schedule. Preventive (or “wellness”) checks are important for people of all ages. The wellness checks give doctors a chance to review all
physical, emotional, and social aspects of your daily life. This is especially important now, given the stresses and emotional toll of the past several months.
Another important aspect of the wellness checks is reviewing and providing lifesaving immunizations. According to Dr. Andrea Singh, Chair of Park Nicollet’s
Department of Pediatrics, there is a large backlog of kids that need to be seen for
preventive well-child visits and immunizations. Dr. Singh stresses it is vital to keep
up-to-date with immunizations during this time to keep other diseases controlled.
Measles, for example, is the world’s most contagious disease and responsible for
killing thousands of children worldwide. The medical scientific community determines how contagious diseases are based on an assigned reproduction number (R0).
The Nature Research Journal explains these values as “how many people, on average, would be infected by a single person with the virus in a population that has no
immunity.” Nature reports coronavirus has a R0 between 2 and 3, and “measles tops
the charts with R0 of 12–18, which makes it the most contagious virus known.”3 Dr.
Singh stresses this is why it is so important for children to stay up to date on their
immunizations.
A third aspect of preventive care is oral health. Many dental clinics had closed
when the pandemic first appeared; however, dental clinics are now starting to open
again for both preventive and restorative care. Preventive dental health is key to
all, but especially important for children whose teeth are forming. Healthy teeth are
vital for good nutrition, proper speech, and focus while learning.
The old saying “prevention is the best medicine” still rings true. All medical
and dental clinics are open for business and are taking large strides to keep you
safe while visiting. On the average, everyone over age three should have an annual
medical checkup, and bi-annual dental checkups should start by age one. Take some
time to visit your health provider – they’ve missed you!
1 (CDC About Chronic Diseases page)
2 (CDC Oral Health page)
3. https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01011-6

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

New bilingual 4-H club
goes to virtual meetings

When Astrid Sandoval Martinez
started her job as 4-H local educator in Scott County, she did not expect
to be running a 4-H club online. Martinez started her job in November, and
her first goal was to start a new bilingual Spanish-English 4-H club in Scott
County. Her target audience was young
people whose families were new to 4-H
and spoke both languages.
By February, she had recruited six
members and one adult volunteer. The
Exploration 4-H Club had had one faceto-face meeting before COVID-19-related school closures hit in March. Martinez adapted to the situation. She asked
the members if they would like to meet
online, and the response was good.
Martinez noticed some benefits to
meeting online. Youth who had suddenly lost daily contact with friends and
teachers had one hour each week of continued friendship and hands-on activity.
“We all enjoy it,” Martinez said. “These
kids were used to seeing each other every day, and now they’re doing some- Members of the new bilingual 4-H
thing together without ‘being together.’ club made pinatas from household
I think they like that, and I enjoy that materials during an online meeting.
they want to participate.”
Like all 4-H clubs, the newly re- hour meetings, and so, Astrid says, that
named Virtual Explorations 4-H Club will be the club format going forward.
members do projects together. Each of “They all want to do it,” Martinez said.
Shifting to the online format has not
the nine members in grades four and up
takes turns leading the group. Each lead- been trouble-free. The virtual club’s
er picks a craft project that they all can first project was to make a pinata from
do. They work with Martinez to figure household materials -- things like used
out what materials each will need and cereal boxes, gift wrap, and cornstarch.
how they will all work together. They One member found no cornstarch in the
demonstrate the activity so others can pantry, so another member proposed a
solution, using Maizena, a corn-based
learn it.
Online clubs have some advantages sweet drink. No problem, Martinez told
over face-to-face meetings. In normal her. “That was a good solution,” Martimes, parents sometimes struggle to get tinez said. “And it shows that they’re
their children to after-school programs. thinking.” Martinez also noticed that alBut in a lockdown, families are home though club members and their parents
together. Transportation is no longer an move smoothly from Spanish to English and back again, Zoom captioning
option -- or a barrier.
Another benefit? Shy youth can tip- doesn’t.
Future meeting topics will be melted
toe into doing demonstrations. One
member of the Explorations 4-H Club crayon art and planning is underway
volunteered to lead a meeting as long as for camping, which may include living
she didn’t have to show her face on cam- room tents connected by video camera
era. No problem, Martinez told her. You and microwave s’mores. “We don’t recan just show your hands. Parents can ally know how it will work yet,” Martiexperience 4-H, too. One parent who nez said, “but it’ll be a celebration.”
helped her child make a craft project enA version of this story first appeared
joyed it so much she volunteered to be
on extension.umn.edu written by Ann
one of the club’s leaders.
Since going online, the club has Nordby. To learn more about 4-H in
grown from six to nine. All club mem- Scott County, visit z.umn.edu/scottco or
bers have signed up to lead weekly one- call (952) 492-5379.

The Yard and Garden Line…

Leaves dropping off trees prematurely?
Tomatoes rotten on the bottom? Bugs
eating your cucumbers and pumpkins?
Yard and garden questions can be
directed to the Carver/Scott Master
Gardeners at gardenquestions@
carverscottmastergardeners.org or call
(952) 466-5308.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Become a Master Gardener

The mission of the University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program is to use research-based horticultural knowledge and practices to
deliver educational outreach and project-based efforts that inspire change and promote healthy people, healthy communities, and a healthy planet. Our vision is that
University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener Volunteers are community
members respected and valued for their research-based horticultural expertise and
community-strengthening capacity.
Our work focuses on:
• Plant biodiversity
• Horticulture skills
• Local food
• Clean water
• Climate change
• Nearby nature
Who we work with:
Schools, juvenile residences, senior and assisted living facilities, community
and teaching gardens, libraries, food shelves, city parks departments, county fairs,
farmer’s markets, tree sales, Earth Day celebrations, Habitat for Humanity, Great
River Greening, United States Fish & Wildlife Service, Recycling Association of
Minnesota, and so many more.

Instead of the face-to-face judging conferences held in the past, 4-Hers visited
with judges via the internet in July after the Scott County Fair was cancelled.

4-H judging conferences go
virtual after Fair is cancelled
The month of July usually finds the
Scott County Fairgrounds full of 4-H
members, ranging from kindergarteners
to teens a year past high school graduation. They hurry across the grounds,
carrying everything from poster boards
about robotics to cages of poultry, while
stopping to talk to friends and stepping
out of the way of Fair Board volunteers
and the public.
This July looked quite a bit different. Rather than filling the Fairgrounds,
educating the public about breeds of
chickens and how they used electricity
to create designs on wood, 4-H members remained largely at home. The
youth connected with judges online,
showing what they learned and created through photos, videos, and online
conversations.
“4-H staff and volunteers had a lot
of conversations when we realized
there was a possibility that we wouldn’t
have our traditional County Fair,”
said Scott County Extension Educator
Sarah Odendahl. “We fully supported
the Fair Board’s decision to cancel in
the interest of keeping our community
safe. Even with that in mind, one thing
we were committed to, statewide, was
providing youth the opportunity to present their projects and receive feedback
from judges. Our youth work hard yearround, and those conversations with

judges are a crucial part of the learning
cycle. The pandemic may have kept
us at home, but 4-H and youth learning
didn’t stop.”
Each year, Scott County 4-H hires
roughly 50 judges to have these conversations with youth. The judges
have expertise in a variety of topics,
from Aerospace to Youth Leadership,
and receive training and tips on how
to provide feedback to youth in a way
that celebrates their achievements and
pushes them to continue growing. “Our
youth are a wide range of ages and experience levels,” said Odendahl. “4-H
judges focus on what youth learned over
the course of their project and help them
consider what the next level of learning
could be.”
Conversations between youth and
judges took place at the end of July.
Odendahl said this of this year’s changes: “Our goal was to make the 2020 experience the best it can be and hope that
we can be safely together in person in
2021.”
Youth and families who want more
information regarding 4-H can find the
Scott County 4-H website at z.umn.edu/
scottco, or reach out to Sarah Odendahl
at (952) 492-5384 or via email at sodendah@umn.edu. Find out more about
how to become a 4-H County Fair judge
at z.umn.edu/4h-county-fair-judges.

Become a certified Master Gardener:
Mid-August: Application Period Opens for 2021
September 17: Prospective Master Gardener Information Session at the Scott
County Extension Office
October 1: Application deadline
For more information on our program and to apply, visit
https://carverscottmastergardeners.org/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/
or call (952) 492-5410.

Master Gardeners receive free training from the University of Minnesota so
they can share research-based horticultural knowledge and practices with
individuals and groups in their communities.

Make appointments for driver, vehicle services
Scott County Customer Service is now accepting appointments for driver’s license and identification card transactions (including renewals, duplicates, lost or
stolen licenses, upgrades to Real or Enhanced DL/IDs) as well as vehicle transfers, duplicate titles, lien releases, name changes on titles, special plate applications or transfers, and specialty registrations (such as farm quarters, high/low or
partial pay, disability certificates, and marriage licenses). All other transactions,
such as tab renewals, will continue to be offered through the drop boxes or mail.
Please include a phone number.
For more information or to make a driver’s license appointment, please visit
www.scottcountymn.gov/DL. Information and appointments for other services
can be found at www.scottcountymn.gov/334/Licenses-Permits.

4-H celebrates YTY scholarship recipients
Positive role models can have a
strong impact on youth, and the students of 4-H Youth Teaching Youth
(YTY) are no exception. The YTY
program brings volunteer teen teachers into elementary school classrooms
to teach students about healthy choices and peer pressure. Teens participate in a half-day training to prepare
them to work with younger students,
then use their training (combined with
personal experiences) to help students
understand the many choices they may
face as they grow older. While providing a valuable resource to younger
students, teen teachers gain experience with public speaking, teaching,
and teamwork.

Please join Scott County 4-H in recognizing three teen teachers who are the
recipients of this year’s Youth Teaching
Youth Scholarship: Izabella Z., Erin M.,
and Lillian N. These seniors are active
volunteers in their school and community, in addition to being committed
teen teachers through the Youth Teaching Youth program. Their contributions
to the YTY program help to make our
schools healthier and our 4-H program
stronger.
Tracing its roots back to 1989, YTY
began when a group of youth, Extension
Educators from the University of Minnesota Center for Youth Development,
and members of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety worked together

to create a curriculum called Alcohol
Decisions that would help prevent underage drinking and reduce the number of alcohol-related traffic accidents.
Today’s YTY program has evolved to
meet the needs of today’s teens and
elementary-aged youth. Elementary
school programs can choose from a variety of curricula that address internet
safety, community building and bullying, or an updated Alcohol and Nicotine
Decisions that includes education about
the dangers of vaping.
Scott County 4-H would like to
thank Shakopee Public Schools, Shakopee High School SADD program, and
our financial donors for their support of
the YTY program.

Three students
are the recipients
of the 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth
scholarships.
They are
(clockwise): Erin
M., Izabella Z., and
Lillian N.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Fall in the Parks

Exploring the history of the Minnesota River Valley is easier than ever.
The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park in Shakopee is now open
daily from 5 AM to 10 PM and free to enter, so you can discover the
past at your own pace.
Step back in time as you walk or bike the 0.7-mile paved trail through
the historic village to learn how 19th century Minnesotans established
their lives on the frontier, farmstead and in villages.
See chickens, sheep and other live animals at the 1889 farm, stroll
past a fur trade post, peek inside a one-room schoolhouse and more.
Explore the village on your own or sign up for a living history program
led by a Three Rivers historical interpreter.
As the only Three Rivers park on the Minnesota River, The Landing
also offers unique nature experiences. Hike the one-mile River Trail for
scenic water views, prime birdwatching and possible wildlife sightings.
The Landing is just a short bike ride from historic downtown Shakopee
and can be easily accessed from the Minnesota Valley State Trail or
Memorial Park. With picnic tables and grills onsite, pack a lunch and
stay a while!
Visit ThreeRiversParks.org to learn more.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

Programs
Try various recreation skills or explore Minnesota history.
Browse an upcoming list at threeriversparks.link/programs

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated into
24 languages.
Select the language at the bottom of each page.
Translation by phone at:
763.559.6700

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
763.694.7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers
fishing, picnic areas, a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for
hiking, a canoe launch and beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
763.694.7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for
everyone. Amenities include a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of paved trail
around Cleary Lake, 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, beach, lighted
cross-country ski trails and more.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Visit The Landing to discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives
on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a
timeline from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. The park offers a trail
along the river, picnic areas and fishing opportunities.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges,
hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This park is a favorite spot for mountain
bikers, hikers, horseback riders and experienced cross-country skiers. With the
exception of the trails and 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park remains in a natural
state, making it a great location for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds.
This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area by the National
Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a
10-acre dog off-leash area. Walkers, bikers and in-lines skaters enjoy rolling hills,
woods and meadows.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org
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Southern Valley Alliance adopts new name, logo
Over 150 people participated in
the 21st Annual Jeans and Gems Gala
to benefit the Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women, now known
as Southern Valley Alliance, on June
12. Originally slated as a live event at
Mystic Lake Casino on April 17, the
COVID pandemic forced a change of
both venue and date. Staff members and
volunteers quickly turned the live event
into a virtual event, which raised over
$44,000 for the organization.
The biggest news of the night was
the unveiling of the organization’s
new name – Southern Valley Alliance,
new logo, and new brand, which are
designed to build visibility and meet
changing community needs.
“As we recognize and honor our history, we are excited to move forward
and help even more people in need,”
said Executive Director Christie Larson.
“We are eager to share a new name and
logo – one that both celebrates where

While assisting victims of domestic
violence is still its focus, the
Southern Valley Alliance has a new
name and brand to showcase its
cultural responsiveness, diversity,
and inclusion.

we came from and defines a path to lead
us into the next phase of our growth.”
While the organization’s focus remains on assisting victims of domestic
violence in Scott and Carver counties,
Larson said the new name and brand
showcase SVA’s cultural responsive-

ness, diversity, and inclusion. SVA is
meeting the needs of the increasingly
diverse populations of Scott and Carver
Counties by developing culturally responsive outreach and service strategies
to better serve more men and members
of the LGBTQIA community; children;
Latinx, Somali, and Asian immigrants;
Native women; seniors, and anyone else
in their region who needs assistance in
living a violence-free life.
“We believe our image and brand
should reflect the innovative and
thoughtful approach we take to helping
others, and now it does,” said Larson.
Domestic violence can affect anyone,
no matter their age, economic status,
gender or sexual orientation, race/ethnicity, or cultural or religious identity.
A current or former intimate partner of
the victim may perpetrate multiple types
of violence, including physical or sexual
assault, stalking, emotional abuse, and
psychological aggression.

Southern Valley Alliance for Battered
Women was founded in 1982 by Maxine
Kruschke and offers support to victims
of domestic violence and their children
in Scott and Carver Counties. Since its
creation, the organization has grown its
services, programs, advocacy, and support, and has assisted over 20,000 victims and children on their journey for a
violence free, healthy family life.
Larson thanked Tiffany Winter and
Cooks Bay Marketing for their work
on the rebranding. She also thanked the
donors, volunteers, participants, and
staff who were involved with the annual
Jeans and Gems Gala. “We couldn’t do
it without you!” she added.
If you are interested in learning more
about SVA’s programs or volunteer opportunities, please call (952) 873-4214
or email info@svamn.org.

Test your knowledge of Minnesota nature trivia
How knowledgeable are you with Minnesota’s nature? Let’s put it to the test in a game of trivia! Try
using this as a game with friends or have the whole
family sit down and put their knowledge to the test.
Below are 20 questions that are all related to either
wildlife or land features found in Minnesota. Much
of the information used can be found on the Minnesota DNR website.
1. What is the state flower?
2. What is the biggest mammal found in
Minnesota?
3. What is the biggest waterfowl found in
Minnesota?
4. What is the state mushroom?
5. Which mosquitos bite people, male or female?
6. What is the state bird?
7. In the lower 48 states, where does Minnesota’s
common loon population rank?
8. How many native tree species are here?
9. What is the state fish?
10. What is the deepest lake accessible in Minnesota?

11. How many lakes (of 10-plus acres) can be
found in the “Land of 10,000 Lakes”?
A. 10,000-10,500
B. 10,501-11,000
C. 11,001-11,500
D. 11,501-12,000
12. What is the state tree?
13. What is the estimated white-tail deer
population?
A. 500,000-1 million
B. 1 – 2 million
C. Over 2 million
14. Name three of the 10 most common lake
names.

15. In the lower 48 states, where does
Minnesota’s gray wolf population rank?
16. Found in northern Minnesota, what is the
largest water-based park in the National Park
system?
17. What is the state grain?
18. What is the state record for longest lake
sturgeon caught?

19. In 2020, were there more male or female
white-tail deer harvested during the hunting
season?
20. What is the state butterfly?
Trivia answers on page 14
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News
you can

use...

You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can collaborate to
provide outstanding service while making the most
of limited resources.” So watch this page for current
and future information from us and our many SCALE
partners!

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:

Take a peek into the PLSL
Watershed’s next 10 years

Want to take a look into the future? All of the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District’s work for the
next 10 years is laid out in the District’s new 2020 Water Resources Management Plan. The District’s new
plan is centered around issues related to three main
priorities: water quality, water quality/flooding, and
aquatic invasive species (AIS). Many projects and activities are planned over the next ten years to achieve
these goals, including an alum treatment and work in
the upper watershed.
The 2020 plan has been officially approved by
the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources
(BSWR) and was approved by the District’s Board of
Managers in July. The District is required to update
their management plan every ten years. A copy of the
plan, complete with specific projects and activities,
can be found at www.plslwd.org/districtoverview/
district-reports.

AIS inspectors are stationed at the three public
boat launches on Prior and Spring Lake.

AIS inspections conducted at
area boat launches

Summer in Minnesota is primetime for boating!
The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District has
engaged WaterGuards to conduct inspections at the
launches on Prior and Spring Lake, supplementing the
DNR’s scheduled inspection hours for the lakes. Inspection hours are scheduled to cover times the lake is
anticipated to be busiest.
This summer, boat inspectors are stationed at the
three public boat launches on Prior and Spring Lake
to inspect boats for aquatic invasive species (AIS)
prior to entering and after leaving the lake. The goals
of inspections are to prevent the introduction of new
invasive species into local lakes, stop the invasive species already present from spreading to new lakes, and
educate boaters on AIS.
Boaters are reminded to always inspect their boat
before and after entering a lake regardless of whether
an inspector is present. Once an invasive species is introduced into a lake, it is impossible to eradicate -- and
reducing or managing the growth of established aquatic invasive species is often very expensive. Prevention
(or early detection) is an important component to effectively managing AIS. Currently known AIS present
in Prior Lake are zebra mussels, curlyleaf pondweed,
and Eurasian watermilfoil; curlyleaf pondweed in
Spring Lake.

From Savage:

Movies in the Outfield | Aug. 21

Sprawl out your blankets and pop open the lawn
chairs on the large grassy field at Savage Community
Park for a free movie night under the stars.
Aug. 21: “Toy Story 4” (G)
Time: Seating starts at 7 p.m.; movie begins at
dusk
Location: Savage Community Park, 13500 Dakota
Ave.
Price: free
Due to COVID-19, we will be asking attendees to
follow some new rules:
The Show Off Shakopee 2019 Grand Prize Photo
• If you are feeling ill, have a temperature, or
think you have been in contact with someone Contest winner, “Rainbow over Shakopee,” was
submitted by Christopher Straub.
who has tested positive for COVID-19,
please remain at home.
• Maintain six feet of distance between your
group and the groups around you.
• Masks are not required, but people are
Photographers who live, work, or attend school in
certainly welcome to wear them.
Shakopee are invited to participate in the city’s annual
Show Off Shakopee photo contest. Submissions will
From Shakopee:
be accepted in September, with winners announced in
the future. More information is available on the city
website at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/showoffshakopee.

Show Off Shakopee photo
contest starts in September

Riverfront Bluffs receives
$458,000 cleanup grant

The City of Shakopee was one of five communities to receive cleanup grants that promote redevelopment of contaminated land and buildings. The funds
will be used to clean up the site of the Riverfront
Bluffs development in downtown Shakopee. The
$458,600 grant will be used for abatement at a 1.9acre site that includes a mix of vacant residential and
commercial buildings. The site was formerly home to
a limestone quarry on northwest corner that was later
filled with uncontrolled fill and debris, resulting in soil
contamination.
The Riverfront Bluffs development site will eventually house 170 market-rate apartments with 6,400
square feet of commercial space.
The grant is part of the Metropolitan Council’s Livable Communities program, a voluntary, incentivebased approach to helping communities invest in economic development and housing choices and promote
connections between transportation options and land
use. More information about the Riverfront Bluffs
development is available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
currentdevelopment.

Splash pad open through Labor
Day; social distancing requested

The splash pad at Lions Park is open daily from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Park visitors are asked to practice social
distancing when using the splash pad. This includes
not using the splash pad when you are feeling ill, and
keeping distance from other families.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

Enhanced health and safety
measures implemented

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community’s
first and highest priority is to ensure the health and
safety of our members, employees, and guests. In recent days, we have implemented a number of precautions at our enterprises, including cleaning protocols
that regularly disinfect shared surfaces, sanitizing food
and beverage equipment, and systematically cleaning
all areas of our gaming and tribal operations. Your
health and well-being is not only our priority but also
our commitment. Open now:
• Dakotah! Sport and Fitness — Modified
spaces and practices so you can focus on
your workouts with peace of mind.
• The Meadows at Mystic Lake — Social
distancing guidelines and other modified
course rules are in place until further notice.
• SMSC Organics Recycling Facility —
Expanded hours include 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
Monday-Friday (closed Saturday-Sunday).

SMSC Cultural Center, Hocokata Ti

Come visit the Cultural Center

Hoċokata Ti’s 3,805-square-foot public exhibit,
Mdewakanton: Dwellers of the Spirit Lake, provides
visitors with a cultural experience that enhances their
knowledge and understanding of the Mdewakanton
Dakota people and their history. The exhibit and gift
shop will be open Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Please purchase your tickets in advance online at tickets.hocokatati.org, or by
calling (952) 233-9151. Masks are recommended, but
not required.

2020 Wacipi cancelled
The splash pad at Lions Park in Shakopee is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For the safety and well-being of all participants and
visitors, the decision has been made to cancel the 2020
Wacipi, which was originally scheduled August 14-16,
2020. We look forward to being together next year.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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FAST-TRACK sponsors

Safety SCENE

Thank you to the following Silver Sponsors 2,500+)

By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

When to call 911

The Scott County 911 Dispatch Center is located in the Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement Center and is the Primary PSAP (Public Safety Answering Point) for all
of Scott County. We dispatch for the 11 townships, nine law enforcement agencies,
eight fire departments, and five ambulance services for the 146,000-plus residents
of Scott County, with an average of 250,000 calls a year. We also occasionally
handle radio traffic with various other city, county, state, and federal agencies.

Thank you to our Bronze Sponsors ($1,000 - $2,499)

Don’t hesitate to call if you need help
Too often, I hear that people hesitate to dial 911 for various situations -- because
they think we’re too busy and don’t want to bother us, or they wait to call until
something becomes a bigger issue than it was initially. Please know that we
are always on duty and ready to help. If you see anything that appears wrong,
dangerous, or suspicious, please call us and we will check the situation as soon as
possible. Also, please keep in mind that it’s more difficult to resolve a situation
that happened previously, so it’s better to call us when it is in progress or before
any evidence is no longer there.
Don’t contact us through social media in an emergency
Please do not use social media in an emergency or to make reports. Call 911 in
an emergency or (952) 445-1411 for non-emergency assistance. Our social media
pages are not monitored 24/7, and sending us a message about an emergency or
serious incident could to be overlooked.
Teach your kids to use 911
It is important to teach children how and when to dial 911. Asking them questions like, “What would you do if we had a fire in our house?” or “What would
you do if mom got hurt and isn’t moving?” gives you a chance to discuss what
constitutes an emergency and what to do if one occurs. Role-playing is an especially good way to address various emergency scenarios and give your kids the
confidence they’ll need to handle them.
Tips for calling 911
• Stay calm and speak clearly.
• Give your address and phone number.
• Quickly and briefly describe your problem.
• Describe yourself. We want deputies who are arriving on the scene to know
who they can contact and that
you are not the suspect.
• Listen to the 911 Dispatcher.
Remain on the line until the
Dispatcher says it is okay for
you to hang up.
• Allow the operator to ask the
necessary questions. These
questions will not delay the
emergency personnel from
being sent to your location.
While the dispatcher is asking questions, there is another dispatcher in
the same room sending the appropriate emergency response when the
incoming call is an emergency call.
• When you are calling 911 for crime or incident in-progress, stay on the
line with the dispatcher if possible, unless doing so will place you in
danger. Staying on the line and answering questions as the crime/incident
progresses will allow the operator to give the responding emergency
personnel updated information as they are on route to the location.
• Be prepared to describe the persons involved in any incident. This
includes their race, sex, age, height, weight, hair color, clothing description,
and if they had a hat, glasses, or facial hair. Be prepared to describe any
vehicles involved in the incident. This includes the color, year, make,
model, and type of vehicle (sedan, pickup, SUV, van, tanker truck, flatbed,
et cetera) and which direction the vehicle is going.
• If 911 is dialed by accident, please stay on the line and advise the operator
that the number has been dialed by mistake. Deputies are dispatched to all
911 calls until the operator can verify that there is not an emergency.
Non-emergencies
If you need to report a crime or information about an incident that is not in
progress and not an emergency, please call non-emergency dispatch at (952) 4451411 (or 911 in an emergency). You can also provide information anonymously
through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), or submit a tip online at www.
CrimeStoppersMN.org. We also have a Crime Tip Form on our website under
“Community,” “Crime Alert,” “Submit a Tip,” or here: https://www.scottcountymn.gov/FormCenter/Sheriffs-Department-8/Crime-Tips-49.
Other non-emergencies:
• When there is a power outage – call your local power company.
• If you want to find out if someone has been arrested or if they are in jail
– see our jail roster at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1583/Jail-Roster.
• When you are curious why there is a police officer or ambulance at your
neighbor’s house or in your neighborhood – check out our Community
Crime Map instead at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1664/CommunityCrime-Map.
• To request our speed trailer, visit https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1822/
Speed-Detection-Trailer-Request.
• For other special requests, such as extra patrol in certain areas or house
SAFETY SCENE Continued at right

Thank you to our Copper Sponsors (up to $1,000)

Applications for FAST-TRACK
Challenge close Aug. 31

Scott County entrepreneurs with
new products or services are encouraged to apply for the Scott County
FAST-TRACK Challenge. Applications
are now open and will close on Aug. 31,
with finalists named in September for
the Oct. 22, 2020 event. Assistance in
preparing the pitch and finalizing business plans will be provided at no charge.
The application may be found at www.
ScottCountyFastTrack.com.
Thanks to generous sponsors,
the prize packages (valued at nearly $15,000) currently include the
following:
Cash prizes of $5,000 donated by
the following Sponsors:
• Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative’s Operation Round
Up, $2,000
• Old National Bank, $1,000
• Scott County CDA – First Stop
Shop, $2,000
Professional services, including:
Legal services provided by Larkin
Hoffman valued at $2,585
• Marketing and graphic design
services provided by Neon Lizard
Creative Graphic, valued at $1,750
• Two free virtual memberships
to Technology Village (in Prior
Lake), which include shared
meeting space, a cubicle, a
mailbox, mentorship, and access to
educational programs as well as an
executive Roundtable Session with
the Technology Village Board of
Directors, valued at $4,400
• One-year free membership to the
Savage Chamber of Commerce,
valued at $280
•

•

One-year free membership to the
Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce,
valued at $275
• One-year free membership to the
Shakopee Chamber of Commerce,
valued at $350
• One-year free membership to
the New Prague Chamber of
Commerce, valued at $250
It’s not too late to join as a sponsor
or professional service provider and
play a role in helping entrepreneurs succeed while promoting economic development in Scott County! Businesses
interested in making connections with
first-stage businesses and paying it forward are encouraged to participate in
the event by contacting Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott
County CDA First Stop Shop, at (952)
496-8830 or jfoust@scottfss.org.
The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge began in 2017 and received
the 2018 Economic Development Association of Minnesota’s Program of
the Year Award. This will be the fourth
annual FAST-TRACK Challenge, coordinated by Technology Village in Prior
Lake (a business accelerator program:
www.TechnologyVillage.net) and Scott
County CDA’s First Stop Shop.
This year’s event is being planned as
a virtual Challenge. Finalists will pitch
their ideas to a panel of judges in an online competition. If the situation allows,
a live competition may be held at Prior
Lake City Hall; however, those finalists
wishing to pitch online will be allowed
to do so. The goal of the FAST-TRACK
Challenge is to support entrepreneurship in Scott County and improve opportunities for business success.

SAFETY SCENE continued from left

watches while you’re out of town, please call our non-emergency number/
We depend on your help
Please remember that our service area is over 300 square miles and we cannot be
everywhere at all times. There may be issues we are unaware of, so we rely on the
community to communicate their needs so we can move resources to those areas.
If you have questions about when to call 911, please feel free to contact me any
time using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us;
by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail at Scott
County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN 55379. You can
also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.
The Sheriff’s Office is always looking for outstanding people who want to make
a difference in their community. If you are interested in a career with the Sheriff’s
Office, go to our website at www.scottcountymn.gov and click on “Job Postings.”
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Ensuring domestic tranquility

Maintaining social peace is likely the primary purpose of government. The U.S.
Constitution’s preamble specifically refers to this function when it states its intent
to “ensure domestic tranquility.” That is why we have laws -- and law enforcement
officers to enforce those laws—so we can all strive toward domestic tranquility.
Many of the sentiments contained in this article are taken from an article I wrote
back in early 2016. I am saddened and disturbed that I feel called to address these
issues again today.
Since the tragic and needless death of George Floyd, we are buried by claims in
the media that law enforcement is composed of racist, incompetent, trigger-happy
individuals and should thus be disbanded, defunded, or obliterated. It’s a shame that
many of our government and civilian leaders throughout the country rarely stand up
to defend our law enforcement community. The vast majority of the law enforcement profession are nondiscriminatory, honorable officers who want to serve their
communities and make sure we—all of us—are kept safe. Yet just as there are bad
lawyers, doctors, priests, teachers, and any other vocation you can name, there are
some bad law enforcement officers out there; there is no doubt or question that
these bad officers should be ferreted out and taken off the line. But to paint all law
enforcement officers with this broad brush only adds to the divisiveness we are
witnessing throughout this country.
Law enforcement provides one of the core functions of government—to ensure
the safety and security of all citizens. On an average day, an officer is far more
likely to respond to situations which save lives—such as performing CPR, stopping
a dangerous driver, or intervening in a domestic altercation—than situations where
they may be called upon to unholster their weapon. Yet the responsibility of using
their weapon is something that an officer must always be prepared to do because
of the dangers of their job and their duty to protect the public. Police officers are
called upon to make life and death decisions in mere seconds. One or two seconds
of indecision to act by an officer could cost the life of not only the officer themself,
but of another innocent person or persons. This is an immensely stressful decision
no officer wants to face, but a responsibility all officers have accepted as necessary
in their profession.
In 2018, there were 185 line-of-duty deaths in the United States; in 2019, there
were 147, and so far this year, there have already been 116 deaths. In addition to the
possibility of being killed in the line of duty, suicide is also unfortunately prevalent
in the law enforcement community. In 2018, 174 officers committed suicide in the
United States; in 2019, that number climbed to 228 officers. Fortunately, some officers have been able to use their experience in handling the stress of using deadly
force to assist and better train other officers.
When a death is the result of the officer-involved shooting, the facts of the shooting are analyzed under Minnesota Statute Section 609.066, subdivision 2 to determine if the shooting was justified. This statute states:
• …the use of deadly force by a peace officer in the line of duty is justified
only when necessary;
• to protect the peace officer or another from apparent death or great bodily
harm;
• to effect the arrest or capture, or prevent the escape, of a person whom the
peace officer knows or has reasonable grounds to believe has committed or
attempted to commit a felony involving the use or threatened use of deadly
force; or
• to effect the arrest or capture, or prevent the escape, of a person whom the
officer knows or has reasonable grounds to believe has committed or attempted to commit a felony if the officer reasonably believes that the person
will cause death or great bodily harm if the person’s apprehension is delayed.
Making the determination to charge an officer with homicide after an officerinvolved shooting is typically made by the County Attorney’s Office where the
incident happened. Historically, a grand jury is impaneled to make the decision
on whether or not to indict the officer. A more recent practice—which varies by
county—has been for the County Attorney to make the charging decision, without
the involvement of a grand jury. I have been involved in several investigations (for
this County as well as others), and have yet to call a grand jury. The absence of
grand jury involvement allows for a more transparent decision and, in my opinion, a
more thorough analysis and confident decision being made by experienced criminal
prosecutors.
In Scott County, we have an outstanding law enforcement community from top
to bottom. Every shift, officers are willing to put their lives on the line to keep all
of us safe. As I stated, of course the bad ones need to be weeded out and called to
account. I don’t know any officer who disagrees with that; as we have witnessed,
one bad officer is unfortunately a reflection on all of them, and they don’t want
that. Keeping in mind the pressures and responsibilities placed upon them, and the
great work the majority of them do every day, the next time you see a police officer,
please introduce yourself and thank them for helping to keep us all safe.

Visit “Choose Not to Use”
website to learn about addiction
Even though the annual Golf fundraiser in on hiatus this year,
ChooseNotToUse isn’t – and they’ve recently updated their
website to feature many more helpful resources related to
addiction. Please visit https://choosenottouse.org for help and
assistance.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Young people can develop
budgets, spending strategies

For many young adults, autumn is a
season of transition -- including those
who are leaving their parents’ homes
to enter college or moving out to start
work and live on their own. So how can
a young person make good decisions
with money during this time?
Ask the right questions.
Every spending decision involves
questions, such as: What’s the issue?
What are the options? What are the pros
and cons of each option? Which option
will I choose? Would I choose that option in the future?
Ask your child questions like these
to help understand spending. Listen to
the answers, and then work with your
child to develop a budget or spending
plan.
Sample scenarios:
Let’s look at some common spending scenarios for a college student. Each
scenario describes the best way to keep
income and expenses in balance.

Scenario 1
Let’s say college student Melissa
gets $2,000 from a loan and her parents
to cover five months of rent and food.
Melissa shares rent and grocery expenses with three other students. A monthly
spending plan to make the $2,000 last
five months means Melissa can’t spend
more than $400 a month. Her spending
plan for these two items would look like
this:
• $250 for rent.
• $150 for food, or no more
than $37.50 a week.
Spending at these levels would ensure that the $2,000 lasted five months.
Scenario 2
In this example, college student Tom
earns $480 (after taxes) a month from
a part-time job. A scholarship and help
from his parents cover tuition, rent, utilities, and food expenses. Tom’s monthly
spending plan for expenses other than
these would look something like the
following. Other than fixed costs, these
numbers are averages and could vary
from month to month.
• $105 for car insurance (fixed).
• $75 for cell phone plan
(fixed).
• $80 for gas, or $20 a week.
• $25 for personal care
products.
• $50 for shoes and clothing
(average).
• $120 for entertainment, or
$30 a week.
• $25 to savings and emergency
fund.
Sticking to this plan would ensure
that Tom’s $480 monthly income cov-

ered these expenses.
In these scenarios, Tom and Melissa
both used a budget (spending plan) as a
tool to track of what they had and what
they needed.
If you’re an entering college student,
this may be your first budget, so here are
a few tips to help you on your way:
Track your spending.
You won’t know what to put in your
budget until you take some time to track
what you spend. Keep track of everything you spend, even if it’s something
small, for a week or two.
List your income and expenses.
Calculate how much you earn every
month. Include money earned from your
job, work-study, financial aid disbursements, and parents. Categorize your expenses into categories like food, vehicle
(payment, gas), school, entertainment
(movies, games), personal (clothing,
hygiene, makeup), phone, et cetera. Create a “miscellaneous” category to catch
anything that does not fit the others.
Assess.
Are you spending more than you
earn? If so, rethink your spending habits
or find additional income. Look at your
flexible spending (monthly costs that
fluctuate) to see if you can find ways to
save a few dollars (fast food, impulse
buys).
Be wise.
Your budget evolves over time.
Spend wisely, pay bills on time, stay on
budget, and save money not spent. Organize your materials by filing paper bills
and receipts, and know how to access
financial information online quickly.
You can find worksheets at https://
local.extension.umn.edu/scott (select
“Financial Capability”) to help you start
a budget and for who is paying for what
(parents, child, loans, and the like) for
those going to college. For more information or questions, please contact Sam
Royh, Scott County Financial Capability Educator, at sroth@umn.edu.
Sources: Shirley J. Anderson-Porisch,
Extension educator emeritus in family
resiliency
“Budget like a Boss” Carrie Johnson,
PhD, AFC, Personal and Family
Finance Specialist

Seeking financial security?

Extension offers free course to help
“Where do you see yourself in five
years?” If we were asked that question
in 2015, virtually no one would have
predicted our current situation. Now,
we are familiar with terms such as “social distancing,” “quarantining,” and
many other phrases; however, are we as
familiar with financial terms and tools?
If you have felt stressed during the
past few months due to reduced income
or other factors, join University of Minnesota Educator and Accredited Financial Counselor, Sam Roth, for a twopart webinar to learn how to “flatten the
curve” to financial security. The first

week will cover financial terms, budgeting, and tools to use. The second week
will review the work participants did on
their budgets, discuss credit, and cover
the topic of debt management. This
two-part webinar will be offered August
25 and September 1 from 10 - 11 a.m.,
and again September 15 and September
22 from 7 - 8 p.m. The webinar is free,
however, we do ask that you register at
http://z.umn.edu/5nen.
If you are interested in one-on-one
financial counseling or have other financial questions, please email Sam Roth at
sroth@umn.edu.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Historical SCENE

Early storms caused hardships for farmers

By Rose James
Early in Scott County settlement history, there were many farmers. One of
the main draws to the area for European
Americans was the opportunity to own
land and pass that land down to their
children. Many people chose to make
that land pay through farming.
Farming, despite the stability brought
by land ownership, was not without
risks. In fact, the time between the end
of the Civil War and the early 1900s is
historically documented as a time of
farm unrest. Farmers were concerned
about low market prices -- though in reality, farm incomes remained relatively
stable though that time, even when adjusted for inflation. Another concern
was the higher-than-average mortgage
interest rates set for farmland, and the
prices charged for transportation and
storage by grain elevators and railroad
companies.
Today, many historians agree that the
root of many farmer concerns rested, not
with selling prices or train companies,
but the simple fact that farming in the
early 1900s was a very risky endeavor.

While property insurance was obtainable in the United States, crop insurance
as we know it today was still several
decades away. For farmers, the bulk of
their income depended on a number of
variables for which they had no control:
Market prices, shipping, and – overwhelmingly -- weather.  
In the early 1900s, hail and thunderstorms were newsworthy events in Scott
County. Because of the predominance of
farming culture, storms were often written up as more destructive and damaging when they skipped towns altogether.
A blurb in the Scott County Argus on
June 9, 1905, simply read “…A small
sized cyclone struck Belle Plaine Saturday night. Considerable damage was
done to property.” In contrast, a quarter
page and multiple paragraphs were devoted to a hailstorm that fell near Credit
River just over a year later, on Aug. 6,
1906. The article lamented, “The cornfields are cut to shreds. The grainfields
were so broken that the only way to realize anything is to cut the grain for feed
purposes.” The article went on to list
the names of the farmers who “lost their

A picnic shelter was damaged during a storm in Shakopee, 1925. (Photo from
the SCHS collections.)

Wetland restoration

was Pete Beckius, retired District Manager and current
part time Project Specialist at the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD). Pete had envisioned
the potential of this project for many years, and his
leadership and knowledge played a large role in seeing
the project through to completion.
“The first real discussions started back in late November 2017,” Beckius recalled. Troy Kuphal, current
Scott SWCD Director, and Lisa Freese, Scott County’s Transportation Services Division Director, had a
meeting with Glen and Duane Bauer—then owners
of the property—to discuss the potential for restoring
the wetland. It was Freese’s leadership and vision that
kicked everything into gear, Kuphal noted.
“The Highway Department had numerous road
projects planned in the coming decade, some for which
impacts to existing wetlands would not be avoidable,”
Kuphal explained. Many of these impacted areas,
however, needed to be replaced or “mitigated.” Restoring a local wetland to meet this need would not only
benefit Scott County’s environment, but also be more
cost-effective than other alternatives, saving taxpayers
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the long run.
“Discussions started with the landowners on what
the boundaries of the property would be, and timing of
the sale,” Beckius said. The landowners were already
interested in selling their property, and discussions set
in motion a cooperative, steady partnership among the
County, the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR), and the Scott SWCD that prevailed
throughout the restoration.
BWSR became a partner because they needed
restored wetland acres to help communities in the
metro area offset impacts resulting from road safety
improvement projects. The three organizations held a
series of meetings to determine all the logistics: Who
would own the property, where the funding would

A car was crushed by a fallen tree
during a 1925 storm in Shakopee.
(Photo from the SCHS collections.)

crops at one fell stroke of the elements.”
This was not the only damaging hail
of 1906. On June 27, another storm
struck near Blakeley through “…a tract
of the richest farmland in this section
where both corn and wheat were ruthlessly laid low.” Like the August hailstorm, the article describing the events
of this storm in the Belle Plaine Herald
ended with a long list of the farmers
impacted.
Other hailstorms hitting farmland
made front page news in April of 1879,
October of 1899, and August of 1902.
On Aug. 14, 1895, a storm was focused
not on farmland, but on the city of Belle
Plaine itself. The accompanying article
noted, “There was hardly an east window of any house that escaped unless
protected with blinds,” and that, in the
office of the Belle Plaine Herald, “The
type cases were filled with glass, chunks
of ice, and flowing over with water.”
Hail was not the only storm event
that worried early farmers. An article
in the Jordan Independent on Aug.14,
1902 describes a tornado hitting the Prior Lake area “…for the first time.” The

article goes on to list the property and
crop damage done to various farmers,
including the loss of a cow by the McQuestion family, the matriarch of which
would later become Prior Lake’s first
female mayor. In June of the same year,
New Prague was also hit by a tornado.
This storm was similarly listed as “The
worst ever seen in this section,” and the
article lamented that the “sugar beet
crop was totally destroyed.”
It may seem like the Scott County
residents of the past experienced storms
of a severity that we never see today.
In reality, the national weather service
shows a generalized increase, not decrease, in storm severity. Hail and tornadoes were also only the tip of the
iceberg for farmers concerned about
drought, early snow, and a multitude of
other weather events. Today, storms can
still be devastating to farmers, but those
of us living in town are protected by advances in building technology, allowing
us to watch the lightning from the safety
of our homes without worrying about
our windows or sugar beets.
Research Library is open
The Research Library is open at the
Scott County Historical Society! Come
visit us if you have family or local history research that you would like to do.
Monday: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Tuesday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Thursday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Can’t make it in? SCHS is still taking remote research requests! Email us
at info@scottcountyhistory.org, or call
(952) 445-0378 for details.
In the interest of community safety,
SCHS exhibits are still closed, and we
are not holding in-person events. Look
for video versions of our popular “Scott
County Stories” history lectures on our
website at scottcountyhistory.org.
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come from, who would survey the land and prepare
construction plans, who would manage it once completed, and so on. “The approval and pre-planning process took the better part of a year,” Pete recalled. In
the end, the Scott SWCD was identified as the party
that would purchase the land and provide long-term
oversight and management of the wetland.
In early 2019, a perpetual conservation easement (a
permanent agreement to keep the land in conservation)
was purchased by BWSR and placed on the land, and
a few months later construction of a large berm across
the ditch began. By late fall, construction and seeding
-- using over 680 pounds of specially-designed native
grass and wildflower mixes -- was finished. Signage
was placed around the restoration to indicate the area’s
purpose. From initial meetings to final certification,
the wetland restoration took a total of two years.
Environmental benefits
With deliberate and conscientious energy going into
planning, the project was designed to provide multiple
environmental benefits. Restoring the land to native
grasses and wetland plants provides food, shelter, and
nesting for a wide variety of upland and wetland wildlife species. Ducks, muskrats, butterflies, bees, turtles,
and many other wetland creatures can call this place
home once again.
Wetlands also play a significant role in reducing the
frequency and intensity of flooding. They act as natural
buffers, soaking up and storing a significant amount of
floodwater. In addition, wetlands improve water quality and replenish groundwater. The new berm, which
incorporates a water level control structure, holds back
water during storm events similar to what would occur
naturally while also enabling water levels to be lowered for maintenance purposes.

With this restoration, the Sand Creek — a tributary
to the Minnesota River — watershed has realized immense benefits in a reduction in runoff (consisting of
sediment and excess nutrients), which could build up
in a watershed over time and cause harm to water quality and aquatic habitat.
The future of the wetland
The newly restored wetland in Helena Township
will stand for years to come as a beacon of conservation and natural habitat. Due to the purpose of the project and conservation easement restrictions, the land is
not open to the general public. The Scott SWCD will
be monitoring and maintaining the wetland and surrounding prairie, and the project will forever stand as a
testament to what can be accomplished through public
and private partnerships and cooperation.
Peter Beckius concluded his thoughts on the project perfectly: “Personally, I want to thank the Scott
SWCD, Scott County, and all the staff for their vision, support, and perseverance. I am grateful I had
the opportunity to be part of a team-led effort to finally
achieve the goal of successfully restoring this magnificent site.”
Wetland restorations are extremely beneficial practices that reduce runoff, add biodiversity, and improve
water quality in streams and rivers. The Scott SWCD
wants to continue working with landowners to achieve
wetland restorations in Scott County.
The Scott SWCD offers technical assistance and
information to anyone looking to implement conservation projects on their property. They also may offer
financial assistance for residents starting a restoration
project with the office. To get the process started, call
the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or visit them online at scottswcd.org.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Derek Farwell
Veterans Services Office

Veterans’ bus again making transports

With the slow reopening of public spaces beginning to happen, the Scott County
Veteran Service Office wanted to update you on one of our more popular programs:
Our bus will once again begin taking reservations for rides to the Minneapolis
VAMC for scheduled medical appointments. However, please know that there will
be some significant changes in this service that are required in order for us to begin
offering rides again.
First, a refresher on our current policy. We ask that any appointments for which
you need a ride be scheduled Monday – Thursday, between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
We will still pick you up at your home on the morning of your appointment and
drop you back at home after the appointments are completed for the day. Due
to limited space, we would encourage you to call to reserve your spot as soon as
you’re notified of your appointment.
In addition, simply entering the VA Hospital has changed since our bus last
operated. All patients are required to enter through the Patient Entrance (near the
Urgent Care and Emergency room entrances) to be directed by VA security. Prior to
entering the VA hospital, you are required to undergo a brief screening consisting of
a few quick questions. You’re will also be required to wear a mask when inside the
building. (Masks are available for those that don’t bring their own.) Only veterans
with scheduled appointments may enter the building, and there are no volunteers
available to help for the time being.
To schedule a ride, you will still need to call our office at (952) 496-8176, and
once again, I encourage you to do it as soon as you learn of your appointment. The
following changes will be initiated upon your next ride.
• Prior to getting on the bus, your temperature will be taken outside of
the bus.
• Masks will be required while on the bus. If you do not have one, they
will be made available, but the masks must be put on and worn before
you step onto the bus. Hand sanitizer will also be given to you when you
enter the bus.
• We will only be allowed to transport four veterans per day. We have
capability to take one wheelchair, but if we do transport a wheelchair,
we will only be able to accommodate three veterans and the wheelchair.
Riders will also have assigned seats to maintain proper distance within
the bus.
• Prior to getting on the bus, you will also undergo a brief screening in
which you will be asked the following questions:
o Do you have a fever of 100.4 degrees or above, or feel feverish?
o Do you have the chills?
o Do you have a new cough?
o Are you experiencing shortness of breath?
o Do you have a new sore throat?
o Do you have new muscle aches?
o Do you have a new headache?
o Have you recently begun experiencing a loss of smell or taste?
• Likewise, if you have a ride scheduled and you, or someone in your
home, begin to notice one of these symptoms, please notify us
immediately. The health and wellness of our riders as well as all of the
other veterans you will come into contact with at the hospital is our main
concern. We want everyone to be safe.
• All riders will be required to provide the name and phone number of an
emergency contact. Should you begin to feel ill during your visit, your
emergency contact will have to provide you transportation home.
• All riders must bring a cell phone with them. There are no volunteers
to help you find your way, so you must have a cell phone with you to
maintain communication with our driver.
• Our bus will be deep cleaned with approved cleaning products after
every trip to help ensure our riders health and safety.
Our objective is to provide a healthy and safe mode of transportation for Scott
County veterans to their medical appointments. In order for us to continue offering transportation, these are some of the changes that we have had to make. If you
have any questions or would like to schedule a ride to the Minneapolis VA, please
call our office at (952) 496-8176. We look forward to seeing and hearing from you
again!

Minnesota trivia answers
From page 10

Answers
1.) Lady Slipper		

8.) 52			

15.) #1

2.) Moose			
9.) Walleye		
						

16.) Voyageurs 		
National Park

3.) Trumpeter Swan

10.) Lake Superior

17.) Wild Rice

4.) Morel			

11.) D – 11,842		

18.) 78”

5.) Female			

12.) Norway Pine

19.) Male

6.) Common Loon		

13.) B - 1.5 million

20.) Monarch

7.) #1			
			

14.) Mud, Long, Rice, Bass, Round, Horseshoe,
Twin, Island, Johnson, Spring

Testing for COVID-19

Scott County Public Health staff, in partnership with the Minnesota
Department of Health, Canterbury Park, River Valley Health Services, and
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, worked alongside community
paramedics, nurses, interns, and many volunteers in 90-plus degree weather
to complete 787 COVID-19 tests in five hours on July 24. “From the time of
check-in to exit, many cars were in and out within two to three minutes. It was
a very efficiently run operation,” according to Lisa Brodsky, Scott County
Public Health Director.

Containing COVID
a careful review is made of those who
may have been exposed through time
spent together at work or play. Being
together for 15 minutes or more while
less than six feet apart is the marker for
exposure.
Like those in isolation, contacts are
to stay away from all responsibilities
outside the home. They are to check
their temperature twice daily and watch
for any symptoms of the disease. This
protects their neighbors, friends, and
co-workers from being exposed during
that infectious period when they don’t
know if they are coming down with the
illness.
Sagal Odawa, a Scott County Public
Health intern since June, is one of the
people responsible for relaying all this
information to people who have been
positively identified with having COVID and those who have been exposed.
Each phone contact, she said, usually
takes about 30 minutes.
“They have many questions, especially about household and social
contacts and the onset of symptoms,”
said Odawa, a Shakopee resident who
is completing her Masters of Public
Health/Global Health at the University
of St. Catherine. She acknowledged that
some people are agitated and frustrated
with the need to stay at home and isolate, but she emphasizes the importance
of containing the virus so others do not
become ill.
Public Health also ensures that isolated and quarantined individuals have
the support services they need. In Public Health, these are called essential
services. Sometimes the home is low
on food, so arrangements may be made
for no-contact food delivery or curbside
pick-up (in partnership with community
organizations such as Esperanza and the
CAP Agency). Thermometers and disinfecting supplies are in short supply, and
isolated individuals can’t simply go in
and out of many stores. Provided the
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County has a supply, Public Health will
deliver to the home so people can monitor their health and protect others.
When to leave confinement is an
important interview topic, and the time
periods are different between isolation
and quarantine. Isolation for the ill
person is complete after 10 days following the start of symptoms, and 24 hours
without a fever and no medications,
and seeing an overall improvement in
health.
The exposed (non-ill) contacts are
asked to be in quarantine for 14 days
following the last date of their exposure. This preventative measure helps
mitigate the spread of the virus if they
come down with COVID. Following
the interview, fact sheets with specific
instructions are sent to the case and their
contacts.
Public Health works closely with
MDH, who issues “back to work” letters. With the permission of the ill individual, public health staff may also
speak with local employers providing
guidance on how to keep the work environment healthy. And Scott County has
been fortunate: Local employers have
been very cooperative in maintaining a
healthy workforce.
Until a vaccine is available, isolation and quarantine through case investigations is an effective way to contain
COVID-19. Individual action, such as
wearing masks, is also a strong preventive action. Further information can be
found at the MDH website at www.
health.state.mn.us or by calling Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555.
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Sustainable farming protects Schmitz farmland
Scott County is filled with beautiful
rolling hills and swaying landscapes,
creating a picturesque scene when you
look out to the horizon. Lowell Schmitz,
who has been farming since he was old
enough to help his parents feed the
animals on their farm, knows the view
well. He recently offered a glimpse of
his family’s history, and how their farming practices have benefited both themselves and the land they love.
Lowell and his wife Brenda homesteaded their farm in 1979, and added
to it with land purchased from Lowell’s
father. Since then, Schmitz has worked
with Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) on conservation
projects in Belle Plaine, Helena, and St.
Lawrence Townships. The family has
always held a connection to the land
they farm and have implemented various techniques to ensure the land stays
protected and healthy. One such technique is the use of grassed waterways in
conjunction with contour farming.
Grassed waterways are a common
farming practice. They are grass swale
constructions in crop fields, ranging
anywhere from 15 to 30-plus feet wide
and 50 to over 1000 feet long. They allow water to channelize and flow down
slopes without causing excessive erosion and gullying. Grassed waterways
are typically seeded with cool season,
perennial grasses which provide quick
cover and dense roots that hold soil in
place.
Along with the waterways, Schmitz
has been contour farming for decades.
“We have to take care of our fields,”
Schmitz said. And that’s exactly what
contour farming does: It involves farming parallel with the natural contours
of a field (rather up and down), which
reduces soil erosion by slowing the
flow of water downhill and increasing
infiltration. For Lowell, grassed waterways and contour farming are practices
passed down from his father.
In a section of contour farming that

Lowell and Brenda Schmitz stand in front of their recently restored grassed
waterways.

Schmitz manages right off County Road
59, four grassed waterways — stretching about half an acre of crop field—had
been in place since his father’s time. He
farmed it with their rotation of corn and
soybeans. Over the years, the strips began to weather, as all projects do, and
needed to be rebuilt. To accomplish that
task, Schmitz sought out the help of
Willie Peters, Resource Conservationist
at the Scott SWCD.
The two got together and designed
a revamp of the waterways, deepening
the channel and widening them to allow
for better filtration and function. Funds
from the Scott Watershed Management
Organization -- a partner of the SWCD
-- provided the final necessary resources
to get the project started. Schmitz, who
works construction himself, knows how
precarious it is to get all the pieces lined
up. “There’s a lot of moving parts,”
he commented regarding the need to

get contractors and supplies lined up
at same time weather would permit
construction.
Indeed, Mother Nature had input
on the project. Grassed waterways are
seeded with perennial grasses, and seedings are typically done in early summer

to allow for proper root establishment.
But with the frequency and severity of
heavy rains that occurred throughout the
growing season, the crew had to wait
until fall to do the seeding.
By cooperation, dedication, and a
stroke of luck, the contract crew was
able to seed with oats and annual rye
in September 2019 with plans to seed
perennial rye the next year. The annual
species gave necessary cover to the land
through winter, and allowed the crew to
be flexible in completing the project in
a timely manner. Once the project was
completed, Schmitz had restored 700
linear feet of grassed waterways. That
land will now continue filtering and protecting the runoff from his field.
When asked why he decided to restore the waterways instead of converting them to cropland, Schmitz’s answer
was simple. “It’s our responsibility to
take care of the land for the next generation. I do my part here to protect my
farm now, and for the future.”
The Scott SWCD offers technical
assistance and information to anyone
looking to implement conservation projects on their property. They also may offer financial assistance for residents as
well. To get the process started, call the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or visit
them online at scottswcd.org.

An aerial view of the restored grassed waterways on the Schmitz farm.

SWCD, SWMO shoreline workshop debuts online
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and Scott Watershed Management Organization
(SWMO) jumped into the world of
online learning with their recent Stabilize Your Shoreline workshop. Online
learning makes information available
for anyone who is interested in the topic
and allows for that information to be accessible indefinitely. With the success
of their first workshop, the Scott SWCD
and SWMO hope to expand this form of
education into the future.
The Stabilize Your Shoreline workshop covered topics from what causes
shoreline erosion to how to complete
your own restoration project. The captive audience kept the online chat filled
with excellent questions and comments
throughout the presentation, and participants left with a newfound knowledge
of how to protect their shorelines.
Shoreline erosion can be a problem
for many residents living on a waterfront property. Erosion often results
from waves (natural or human-caused)
that beat against shorelines lacking
deep rooted plants. A typical turf lawn,
for example, has roots that sink only a
few inches into the ground, so soil is
left with little to no protection. Roots
on native plants, however, can travel
down into the soil up to fifteen feet.
Roots hold soil in place by providing a
barrier to the forces of water and wave
action. Most clearly, they also showcase
the beauty of native shoreline plants. In
order to achieve that type of stabilization and restoration, there are a couple
methods available.

A shoreline resoration using developed seeding, or plugs, will provide a
native shoreline buffer. The SWCD staff helps tailor projects for specific
properties.

Native lakeshore buffers/restoration
If you live on a lakeshore, are tired of
constant yard maintenance, and looking
to add more color to your water’s edge,
a native shoreline buffers might be right
for you. Shoreline buffers involve transforming 10 to 15 feet (or more) of your
yard into a natural, plant-filled buffer
in the area right at your water’s edge.
These projects involve minimal construction -- the most laborious part being the removal of whatever vegetation
is currently present -- and can be done at
a relatively low cost.

Seeds or plugs can be acquired depending on a site’s elevation and dimensions, and the resource technicians at the Scott SWCD office can
provide plans, supplies, and equipment
recommendations.
Native buffers require some maintenance in the first few years of growth to
ensure the native plants are establishing
properly. Yet once their roots have been
established (usually after year two), the
planting will be able to stabilize your
shoreline for years to come.

Shoreline stabilization
If soil is washing away by the foot,
or if your waterfront is excessively
steep and prone to constant wave action, a more robust stabilization project
might be necessary. These projects typically take more planning and construction time, and are more expensive.
Shoreline stabilizations can be done
in several different ways. If a slope has
excess “sloughing” or a very steep edge,
reshaping that bank is the first step. Reshaping involves creating a gradual
slope to the water’s edge, allowing
wave action to gently lap against the
shore rather than undermine it. The area
is then planted with deep-rooted plants
(preferably native ones) to hold everything in place. In some cases, where
wave action and/or slopes are more pronounced, rock riprap or other natural or
engineered materials may be necessary
for effective stabilization. These more
complex projects require sound planning and engineering to ensure success,
so please contact the Scott SWCD office before you begin this rebuilding
process.
The Scott SWCD office helps landowners with everything from full restorations to simpler native seedings. Projects are always tailored to specific properties, and the technicians at the SWCD
office are available to provide free technical assistance every step of the way.
For additional information, or to
view the recorded Scott SWCD Stabilize Your Shoreline webinar, visit scottswcd.org or call the Scott SWCD office
at (952) 492-5425.
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Funds available to improve Sand Creek, lakes
Many residents of Scott County call
the Prior Lake/Spring Lake and Sand
Creek watersheds their home. Beautiful
shorelines and gently flowing streams
are highly valued features of the land,
and the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (Scott SWCD) has been
awarded funds to preserve resources
to make sure those natural wonders
remain.
The Scott SWCD is a local, specialpurpose unit of government established
to assist landowners and other units of
government carry out conservationminded projects and programs that benefit the soil, water, and related natural
resources. Located in Jordan, Minnesota, the organization has been in operation since 1941, and since has completed over 1000 conservation projects with
landowners throughout Scott County.
In January 2020, Scott SWCD
was awarded two grants totaling over
$500,000 from the Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources to continue
implementing conservation projects in
the Prior Lake/Spring Lake and Sand
Creek watersheds over the next three
years. Watersheds refer to areas of land
that channel rainfall or snowmelt into
creeks, streams, and rivers. A corner
shoreline in Spring Lake is an active

SWCD Director Troy Kuphal points to the brown water in Sand Creek. Funds
are available to landowners for projects to prevent erosion in the watershed.

participant in the Prior Lake/Spring
Lake watershed; a meandering section
of Sand Creek crossing the dog park in
Jordan (including the land covering the
park’s boundaries) is part of the Sand
Creek watershed. Water that falls into
these systems will eventually make their
way into the Minnesota River.
In collaboration with its partners
(the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed

District and Scott WMO), the grants
awarded to the Scott SWCD will apply
to these local watersheds and are funded
through the Minnesota’s Clean Water,
Land, and Legacy Amendment, and
will go directly towards implementing
projects that will improve local water
quality. Examples include grassed waterways, shoreline stabilization, native
prairie restoration, cover crops, water

and sediment control basins, and wetland restoration. Conservation projects
can be accomplished by anyone, regardless of experience, with the right
resources and support.
The Scott SWCD has received Clean
Water Fund grants in four of the last
seven years. Over that time, the Scott
SWCD has solidified its standing in the
community as a reliable resource and
advocate for land stewardship by working with landowners to achieve their
land and water usage goals. Technicians
at the Scott SWCD are equipped with
over 70 years of collective knowledge
to aid you in whatever conservationminded plans you may have. Free consulting services, working knowledge,
technical data, and collaboration to
achieve conservation-minded projects
is always available for any resident in
Scott County. Contact the Scott SWCD
office for more information.
This conservation funding is available to any landowner within the Sand
Creek or Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watersheds. If you reside within the applicable boundaries and are interested in
implementing a conservation project on
your property, contact the Scott SWCD
office at (952) 492-5425 or online at
scottswcd.org.

Enjoy summer harvest yearround by canning, storing

The advantage of having a home garden is that you can pick and savor your
vegetables when they are at their optimal flavor. What are the best conditions
to store your homegrown vegetables?
Canning your harvest is back! Canning
has become even more popular in recent
years, as more homeowners try their
hand at vegetable gardening. What to
do with the bountiful harvest becomes
the question.
The University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardeners have helpful
hints for first-time as well as seasoned
canners. Master Gardeners can help
with common problems, such as jars not
The people, sights, smells, tastes, and sounds of the Scott County Fair were sealing, losing liquid during canning,
discoloration of food, and more.
all missed this summer, but planning is already underway for the 2021 Fair.

County Fair in 2021
will be “double the fun”
For people across Scott County, the
cancellation of the 2020 Scott County
Fair came as a disappointment and
caused much sadness. Fairgoers weren’t
the only ones who missed the Fair;
staff and board members also missed
fairgoers, vendors, entertainers, exhibitors, and volunteers during the quietest summer this Fairgrounds has ever
experienced.
There are so many things to miss
about the “five best days of summer” at
the Scott County Fair. We missed the
laughter and smiling faces of friends and
families going to the midway or visiting
the animal barns. We missed the smell
of our favorite fair foods, as well as the
ability to try out new ones. We missed
the commitment and passion of our volunteers who work countless hours at the
Miracle of Birth Center, driving people
movers, and greeting guests at the Welcome Booth. We missed the roar of
engines and the cheering of fans in the
grandstand each night. We missed hearing the sounds of awe from our horse
arenas. In short, we missed everything
and everyone!
The Scott County Fair holds many
great memories for our loyal fairgoers.
For some, the Fair means spending time

with family and friends. For others, it
means an opportunity to show animals
and learn from their projects. For the
Scott County Fair Board, the Fair means
the opportunity to share our grounds for
entertainment, fellowship, competitive
and commercial events, agriculture, and
education. But regardless of your memories or meaning of the Scott County
Fair, please know we missed seeing you
this summer!
Be sure to like and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram to get updates
about events and activities that will take
place during the 2021 Fair and sign up
to get e-mails at https://scottcountyfair.
org/get-updates/. We look forward to
hosting a bigger and better Fair that is
“Double the Fun in 2021,” so save the
dates — July 28-Aug. 1!

Jars do not seal: Possible causes for a
common problem
• Use of jars other than official
canning jars and/or lids.
• Chipped or uneven rim on jar.
• Screw bands are rusty or bent,
causing poor contact.
• Bands not screwed down
tightly enough before
processing. (Turn until you
meet resistance, then turn it
one-quarter turn.)
• Rim on jar not clean. (Wipe
rim well before putting lid on.)
Liquid leaks out of jar during
processing, leaving food particles on
the sealing edge: Possible causes
• Insufficient heat during
processing -- air not removed
from jar so a vacuum seal
never forms. (Remove air by
inserting a rubber spatula or
plastic knife inside the jar
gently lift food to remove any
trapped air.)
• Lids were improperly prepared
before placing them on rims.
(Follow manufacturer’s
directions to prepare lids.)
• Rapid, forced cooling of a
pressure canner can cause a
rapid pressure and temperature
change inside the canner,
causing the liquid to “boil” out
of the jars, leaving particles on

Do you have surplus fruits and
vegetables?
Canning
is
an
excellent way to perserve them for
consumption in the winter when
everything is covered with snow.

•

the sealing rim and unsealing
the jars. (Canners should not be
forced into cooling rapidly by
submerging them in water.)
Insufficient processing of
raw-packed food; the air may
not have been completely
driven out of the food, leaving
residual air in the jar so the seal
does not form.

For more information on how to store
and use your harvest, please contact the
Carver-Scott Master Gardeners via the
Yard & Garden Line at (952) 466-5308
or email gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Kyle Shutrop of Spring Lake
Township cans many of his
homegrown vegetables and sells
them at the Lydia Farmer’s Market.

