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communities through citizen-focused services.
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Important
changes at
the HHW
facility
Help update park plan

Get involved in updating the
Cleary Lake Park Master Plan.
Page 3

Customers used to wait up to several hours for DMV services at the
Government Center. An appointment-only process has dramatically
shortened or eliminated wait times and will continue into the future.

Scott County DMV
open for business
with no more lines

Summer library activities

Find out what local libraries are
offering this summer.
Page 5

Summer fun returns!

COVID-19 has changed many
ways of doing business for public
and private businesses. In March
2020, Scott County “closed its doors”
for many in-person transactions due
to the pandemic; in mid-May of that
same year, it partially opened so customers in need of a driver’s license
had to make an appointment for a
face-to-face transaction.
All other transactions were processed by using the drop box, U.S.
mail, email, or even fax – and these
options continue to be offered. Services included via these methods include tab renewals, vehicle transfers,
property tax payments, and vital sta-

tistics requests (birth and death).
But as face-to-face transactions are
becoming more common again, every
effort is being made to avoid the long
pre-pandemic lines by retaining the
appointment process. Customers have
indicated they really appreciate the
“appointment-only” method because
of the time it saves them. So going
forward, Scott County’s Customer
Service department will continue to
offer these services by appointment
only:
• Minnesota driver’s license
and identification card
renewals.

DMV SERVICES to page 2

Festivals, the Scott County Fair,
parks, and farmers’ markets offer
summertime fun.

Vaccinations continue

Over 58,000 complete series
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Inspectors will be checking boats/trailers at area lakes.

Scott County Government Center
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

The Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility
is now open two days per week for
drop offs without appointments
and one day by appointment only.
Residents no longer need an
appointment to bring their household hazardous waste and old appliances, tires, bicycles, fluorescent bulbs, electronics, and more
(visit scottcountymn.gov/HHW
for more information) to the facility located at 588 Country Trail
E., Jordan, on Wednesdays from
12 noon to 6 p.m. and Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. However,
Thursdays (12 noon to 4 p.m.) will
continue to be by appointment
only, made online at scottcountymn.gov/HHW. No items will be
accepted without an appointment
on Thursdays.
The Reuse room remains temporarily closed, but there will be
Reuse products available on carts
outside, depending on weather.
Please consider using the
Thursday collection day, as lines
and wait times may be longer on
Wednesdays and Saturdays – and
please follow all posted instructions at the HHW facility.
Please check the HHW website
for any updates.

Watercraft inspections
planned at local lakes to
prevent spread of AIS
If you’re an angler, boater, wildlife watcher, or hunter,
we need your help in preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS). Help us protect our lakes in Scott
County by understanding the threat, taking responsibility,
and working together to preserve our waters.
This summer, Scott County is contracting with Waterfront Restoration LLC to provide watercraft inspections
on Cedar, McMahon (Carl’s), O’Dowd, and Thole Lake
accesses. In partnership with the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), Waterfront Restorations will perform
DNR-certified Level I inspections on certain days of the
week, with the DNR performing inspections on other
days. The DNR will be performing inspections on Low-

BOAT INSPECTIONS to page 3

Scott County began providing COVID-19 vaccines
at the end of December
2020. Within the first five
months, more than 39,000
vaccinations had been given by Scott County.
As of May 17, 2021,
65 percent of Scott County residents 16 and older
have been vaccinated with
at least one dose. Over
58,000 Scott County residents have completed the
vaccine series. Among seniors, 93 percent of those 65
and older in the County have had at least one vaccination.
Scott County -- in partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC), WGH Group, Geritom Medical Pharmacy – administered the vaccines at
various locations throughout the County, including Canterbury Park, Knights of Columbus, and other community
sites. Clinics have been targeting people most at risk for
developing COVID or those who could develop severe
illness.
Vaccinations were offered to reduce barriers to access vaccines for hard-to-reach populations in the County
including:
•
•
•

Adult Group Homes
Treatment Centers
Senior Residences

•
•
•

Child & Adult Foster Care
Assisted Living Facilities
Low Income Housing

Scott County Public Health has been assisted in this
vaccine campaign by County staff, contracted community

VACCINATIONS to page 2
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

What will “normal” look like now?

Late spring is here, with summer walking up the sidewalk; we’re all craving
70-degree temperatures, late-day golden sunshine, and open-window, lazy weekends (well, except for any yardwork and other gardening duties). As we’ve moved
out from under the shadow of the long winter of 2020-2021, we’re all eagerly looking forward to leaving this horrible global pandemic behind us.
But just give me a moment to recap how far we’ve all come. Since January,
Scott County has vaccinated over 58,000 people (as of May 17) and over 65 percent
of our eligible population has taken at least one dose of vaccine. As these numbers
continue to grow, it gives a chance of getting back to “normal.” (And if you’ve
haven’t yet, it’s not too late – vaccinate!)
The question: What does “normal” look like now?
In my last column, I wrote that the pandemic has taught this organization many
things about our service operations, how we can still connect and deliver services
in different ways while still remaining effective and efficient. Yet many of these
lessons learned represent changes, and changes are hard for staff and our residents
as well.
For example, please read the page 1 article about Customer Service operations
that support the Department of Motor Vehicle Services (among other things). In
recent years, changes in technology require more up-front data entry, which has
extended the time residents are at the window. Prior to COVID-19 restrictions,
Scott County patrons could have experienced wait times that were up to three hours
to receive service. And even prior to the pandemic, we had discussed moving to
an “appointment-only” approach to help with this issue. (Obviously, the pandemic
accelerated our decision on this issue.)
So, how was this change in operations received? Well, we’ve heard a lot of
positive comments on the appointments – not surprisingly, many of our patrons
have appreciated being able to schedule their time and be in and out in a half hour.
Conversely, we’ve also heard from some people that they were willing to wait in
line and should not need set appointments. To try to get more people through the
process, we’ve reduced appointment times (based on available data, accounting for
the time it takes to issue different types of driver’s licenses and knowing that many
people don’t arrive with the needed identification and information).
Moving forward, we’re going to continue with our appointment-only option
and encourage other transactions (like vehicle tabs and standard driver’s licenses)
be done online, through the drop box, or via mail. We’ve moved to appointmentonly for title transfers, and continue to examine how those can be completed most
efficiently. Remember: You do get notice of the need for new tabs and driver’s
license approximately two months in advance.
Another area of operation that recently changed is the Household Hazardous
Waste facility. The facility had been operating under an appointment-only arrangement since the onset of the pandemic, but -- as the backlog has been cleared -- we
have opened up operations on a first-come, first-served basis on Wednesdays and
Saturdays (and still offer appointments on Thursdays).
Similarly, some of our more public-facing services is through our Scott County
Library System. The libraries are working on plans to open up the conference
rooms for public use (meeting state and federal guidelines). Their work is also tackling ways to remove restrictions on time people can spend in the library. We will
however, continue to provide curbside pickup, which has become a very popular
service for library patrons!
All of these changes will be communicated on our social media outlets (Facebook, Twitter, and NextDoor) as well as our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.
Beginning in mid-June, we anticipate your new Government Center West building opening up for other types of services as well -- including the Mental Health
Center, Veteran’s Services, and our Health and Human Services counter. So please
watch for these changes to be announced.
Finally, as summer approaches our doorstep, this edition of the SCENE also
contains information on our regional parks and the programming that will be offered. Even though direct programming was down last year, the use in our parks
was up… it seems people discovered our trails and green spaces to explore! If you
have a chance, take a hike in Spring Lake or Cleary Lake Park. Try fishing off the
pier at Cedar Lake Park. Opportunities abound at these locations, so make some
time to get outside and enjoy this wonderful season. Now more than ever, we all
deserve a good summer!

Vaccinations
paramedics, and a multitude of dedicated volunteers.
Scott County also partnered with
the SMSC on several clinics targeting
school personnel and youth ages 16-17
years old. This longstanding partnership
between the SMSC and Scott County
reflects the best in community and being a good neighbor.
Everyone 12 years of age and older is now eligible to get a COVID-19
vaccination. Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can. Widespread
vaccination is a critical tool to help
stop the pandemic. Visit https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/336/Public-Health
for information about vaccines and their
availability.
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Key things to know
• COVID-19 vaccines are
effective.
• You may have side effects
after vaccination, but these
are normal.
• It typically takes two
weeks after you are fully
vaccinated for the body to
build protection (immunity)
against the virus that causes
COVID-19.
• Vaccines have become
widely available.
• People who have been fully
vaccinated can start to do
some things that they had
stopped doing because of the
pandemic.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Volunteer drivers
needed for new “Hop
Scott” van service

SmartLink is excited to introduce
a new transit service for Scott County
-- Hop Scott! The SmartLink Mobility
Management team recognized the need
for additional transportation options in
our more rural communities for older
adults and the disabled.
After applying for and receiving a
“Live Well at Home” grant, the decision was made to invest in community
vans to support the idea of helping aging
and/or disabled residents to stay in their
homes longer. Initially, SmartLink will
be working closely with Scott County
Health and Human Services to identify
those that can benefit from this van service in our smaller, more rural communities. Often, transportation is a barrier
for older adults or those with disabilities
who can no longer drive, aren’t comfortable driving, or who don’t have the
ability to drive themselves. Accessing
medical appointments, essential groceries/goods, social gatherings, and other
appointments is needed for these indi-

viduals to stay active and engaged.
With the addition of Hop Scott and
the concept of using volunteer drivers
based in these smaller towns in Scott
County, the hope is to add to a meaningful quality of life that results in building and maintaining independence. The
anticipated launch of this program is
July 2021, and volunteers drivers are
currently being actively sought to help
support this new service.
If you live in or around the communities of Belle Plaine, Jordan, Elko New
Market, or New Prague and are willing
to give a few hours of your time weekly
or monthly to drive those in need, please
contact SmartLink Customer Service at
(952) 496-8341, option 2, or via email at
transit@co.scott.mn.us.

DMV services
•

•

Replacements due to an
address change, a name
change, or if your card was lost
or stolen.
Upgrades to a Real ID or
Enhanced DL/ID.

Other services will be offered on a
reservation-type basis, with customers
checking into our system as they arrive. Please visit our website at www.
scottcountymn.gov for further information, as this is system is currently
under construction. Please be aware
that we do not plan on going back to
the wide-open, long line system we
had pre-pandemic. Those two-to-three
hour waits were stressful for everyone,
and we simply do not have the space to
house that many people safely.
Scott County will also continue the
drop box method of processing other
types of transactions until all COVID-19 restrictions have been removed,
which may put these types of transactions out to 2022.
When customers drop off items, or
when they’re received by mail or fax,
staff processes paperwork in the order
it is received. The information being requested is mailed to the customer.
Property tax receipts are not mailed
(as the cancelled check is your receipt)
unless customers request it.
Recent updates
The federal government has informed the state that the requirement to
have either an Enhanced ID, Real ID, or
passport to board a domestic flight has
been pushed back to May 3, 2023. Un-
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til then you can use your regular license
for the purposes of getting on domestic
flights. At the time of publication, you
are still able to renew your standard
driver’s license online, if your name
or address hasn’t changed. To do
this, visit https://onlineservices.dps.
mn.gov/EServices/_/#2.
What do you need to do:
* Plan ahead. Renewal notices for tabs
and drivers license are generally sent
by the state two months before they are
due.
* Make an appointment for all driver’s
licenses transactions by visiting the
following site: www.scottcountymn.
gov/csappt and use our website (www.
scottcountymn.gov) to determine the
current process for all other types of
transactions. You can find a wealth
of information by looking under
“Services,” then “Licenses & Permits.”.
* The County’s doors are open, but that
does not mean Customer Service is
open without an appointment. A drop
off box is located off the circular drive
off of Atwood Street. When the doors
are fully open, there will be a drop box
in the Atrium outside of the Customer
Service area; limited transactions will
continue to be processed in person (by
appointment) due to space limitations.
* The County is under construction
and there are only four service counters
in the small, interim location of the
service area.
* The main County entrance is
located off of Atwood Street, on the
west side of the Government Center.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through August 2021

June 1 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
June 15 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
July 13 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
July 15 -Joint County Board-Three Rivers Park District Board Meeting/
ZOOM and Cleary Lake Maintenance Building
July 20 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
July 27 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
Aug. 3 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
Aug. 17 -County Board Meeting/ZOOM and Government Center West: 		
		Room GW-172
The Scott County Board of Commissioners meets typically on the first and third
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Upcoming meeting dates are listed above. Due to executive
orders, we still recommend citizens take precautions and attend remotely if possible; however, in the event that one does attend in-person please adhere to State
and Federal guidelines on social distancing and to wear a face mask at all times.
No more than ten people are permitted in a room at one time. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view Board agendas, minutes of previous
meetings, and on-demand video of Board meetings. For further information about
Board meetings, contact County Administration at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Cara Madsen at (952) 496-8169 or via e-mail at cmadsen@co.scott.
mn.us. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then
“Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies
may have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council consists of
three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is one vacancy
on the Council in District 5. Members serve two-year terms and are eligible to serve
three terms. The Human Services Resource Council supports the County’s mission to
advance safe, healthy, and livable communities through citizen-focused services. The
Resource Council advises and makes recommendations to the County Board and to the
Department relative to the public health and social service needs of the community and
county residents.   The role of the committee is to make recommendations concerning the
annual budget of the Health and Human Services Division and to advise the County on
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives. The Resource Council
was formed pursuant to Minnesota Statute 402.03. The committee meets quarterly, on the
third Monday at 6 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and
13).
• District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Boat inspections

er and Upper Prior Lakes as well, with
decontamination equipment on Prior
Lakes only.
The goal of the increased inspections
is to prevent the spread of invasive species within Scott County into our lakes
through boater education, watercraft inspections, and watercraft decontamination at public water accesses. Inspectors can visually and physically inspect
water-related equipment, including the
removal, drainage, decontamination, or
treatment of water-related equipment to
prevent the transportation of AIS. Inspectors can prohibit the launching or
operation of water-related equipment
if a person refuses to allow an inspection or doesn’t remove water or AIS.
Additionally, inspectors can require a
watercraft to be decontaminated prior to
launching into Minnesota waters.
Inspectors are not law enforcement
officers, and are looking for AIS only.
They will be looking in areas of the boat
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that could contain water or come in contact with water for possible AIS. Most
inspections are quick and can be completed in fewer than three minutes; however, if a decontamination is required,
boaters will be delayed. Only the boats
with obvious signs of aquatic nuisance
species, plants, mud, debris, or higherrisk standing water -- or boats that have
been moored for three or more days -will be required to be decontaminated.
Two lake service providers in Scott
County offer high pressure cleaning
of watercraft: One Choice Detailing in
Lakeville (in Credit River Township),
and Bricks Boatworks in Shakopee.
We are asking for your help and cooperation with the inspectors, follow the
law, and take precautions to make sure
you are not transporting AIS to one of
our lakes. Our lakes are too precious,
and our summer season is all too brief,
to endanger!

Camping, bonfires, picnics, and more are all activities enjoyed at Cleary Lake
Regional Park.

What do you enjoy in parks?

Assist with Cleary Lake
Master Plan update
After a long winter made even more
difficult due to the pandemic, we’re
excited that summer is here! At Cleary
Lake Regional Park, not only are people
taking advantage of the warmer weather
and longer days by spending time at the
park, the Master Plan update process for
Cleary Lake has reached the midway
point in the process.
While much still remains to be decided, a master planning team has been
working to gather information from
the public and stakeholders to develop
planning goals, challenges, and context.
The goal of the process is to develop a
20-year vision to make Cleary Lake Regional Park as welcoming and relevant
as possible for future park users. The
planning team also wants to ensure that
Cleary remains a unique destination in
the greater regional park and trail system
and not compete with facilities and activities readily available at nearby park
facilities. Each year, more than 350,000
people visit Cleary Lake Regional Park.
The master plan update process last
fall with socially-distanced, free park
tours on foot, by wheel, and by campfire. Also last fall, volunteers were recruited to join a Resident Strategy Team
(RST) to engage with County, city, and
other local staff. The RST includes individuals that range in park use experience; from high school students to
retirees, neighbors who can access the
park from nearby to those who drive
long-distance to visit, new park users to
frequent visitors, and more. Together,
the 37-member RST has participated in
monthly meetings discussing park history, local demographics, equity in park
usage and access, natural and water resources, parks operations and programming. This information provides RST
members critical context for providing
input on the vision of the park.
Feedback that staff and RST has received so far about Cleary Lake Regional Park included:
• The popular paved lake trail can
become too congested at peak
times.
• Equipment in the play area is
outdated.
• Campground area needs updating.
• Suggestions for natural resources
management.
• Desire for improved trail
connections.
Much of this constructive feedback
will be addressed and incorporated into

It may be summer, but if you enjoy
outdoor winter activities let your
voice be heard during the Cleary Lake
Regional Park Master Plan update.

Interested in participating
in the planning process?
Check our hub at https://
www.letstalkthreerivers.org/
cleary-lake-master-plan for:
• updates on the process
and upcoming events
• an interactive park map
• a general comments
section
• planning staff contact
information
the future of Cleary Lake Regional Park.
With the warmer weather here, staff
plans to hold more engagement events
at the Park. Look for staff on the trails or
by park amenities this summer for popup events! Parks & Trails staff will also
have the opportunity for Virtual Office
Hours for you to ask questions; email
ClearyLakeMP@co.scott.mn.us to set
up a time. Staff will also be holding an
Open House on August 17 at Cleary
Lake Regional Park at 6 p.m. to share
draft concepts of what the park might
look like in the future.

Scott County and Three
Rivers Park District are
working collaboratively on the
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Master Plan.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Developmental
affirmations foster
growth, self-esteem

A developmental affirmation is a
positive message that you can give to
another person… or to yourself. The affirmation messages can give hope and
direction by helping us care for others
and ourselves. Developmental affirmations are especially helpful for people
who are going through changes that lead
to stress and uncertainty.

Do you have a skill you could to share with youngsters, or do you have time
to serve as a chaperone or event coordinator? Adult volunteers are always
needed in the Scott County 4-H program.

4-H program seeks
caring adult volunteers
Since 4-H began in Minnesota nearly 110 years ago, there has been one
important component that has helped
youth thrive: Caring adults who support
youth to learn and lead.
Adult volunteers are the backbone of
a 4-H program. Volunteers fill a variety
of roles, depending on their interests and
time commitment. They serve as event
chaperones, club leaders, content experts, and event coordinators. No matter
what role a volunteer fills, each volunteer has an opportunity to impact youth
in our community and grow personally.
In a 2019 survey, 86 percent of 4-H volunteers in Minnesota said that their role
has helped them gain skills that are useful in other parts of their lives.
Many people believe that you must
have a child in the 4-H program to volunteer, but that’s not true. While many
volunteers start out as parents of 4-H
members (or even as 4-H members
themselves), Scott County currently has
eight volunteers who have helped guide
youth for more than 20 years. You don’t
even have to be a parent to volunteer
with 4-H. Any adult age 19 or older
is welcome to apply to become a 4-H

volunteer. We enjoy working with a diverse group of volunteers who can share
their experiences, passions, and careers
with 4-H members ages 6-19.
What can you expect after applying
to become a 4-H volunteer? You will
be connected with your local 4-H Extension Educator, who is a staff member
who will help you find the best ways
to share your time and talents. Once
you’ve found the right role, you will
work in partnership with youth, other
volunteers, and staff to learn more about
4-H, create opportunities for youth to
try new things, and build relationships.
With 92 percent of 4-H volunteers saying that their role helps make communities stronger, you can feel certain that
your time and commitment will make a
difference.
If you’d like to learn more about volunteering with Scott County 4-H, contact Extension Educator Sarah Odendahl
at (952) 492-5384 or via email at sodendah@umn.edu. You can learn more by
visiting z.umn.edu/4HVolunteer, or find
the Scott County 4-H website at z.umn.
edu/ScottCo.

What are developmental
affirmations?
• They are positive, esteembuilding messages for
emotional health and growth.
• They are powerful, protective
messages that give people
permission to feel lovable and
capable.
• They are nurturing and
structuring messages that give
people permission to continue
to grow and to blossom
throughout their lives.
• They are affirming messages
that provide an atmosphere in
which children and adults can
“grow their gifts.”
• They are lovable messages that
greet the “child” within each of
us with open arms.
• They are short reminders
for people who take care of
children to also take care of
themselves. You can use these
affirmations as self-talk for
yourself.
Developmental affirmations support
growth at every age. Children, as they
carry out the tasks of each developmental stage and foster positive self-esteem
and resiliency. Teenagers, as they ex-

plore values and create healthy relationships on their journey from childhood to
adulthood.
Adults, as they continue to grow and
mature personally and in relationships.
You can use developmental affirmations in a way that works for you. You
can offer them directly to give support
to children and to yourself by:
• Saying them
• Singing them
• Posting them
• Making games with them
You give affirmations by the way
you speak, touch, look, respond to,
spend time with, interact with, and pay
attention to people. Don’t give an affirmation when you are angry or you don’t
believe it. If you do give one you don’t
believe, children may pick up the conflict in it and feel confused or mistrustful instead of affirmed.
Developmental affirmations can remind you to provide, as well as you can,
an environment in which children and
adults can decide to trust themselves
and you. The accompanying graphic
gives examples of what parents can say
to children to encourage thinking. If you
would like to receive developmental affirmations -- called Growing Healthy
Children (affirmations for children),
Healthy Self Talk (affirmations for you),
as well as Start Strong health and nutrition text messages -- go to https://umn.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_er0lWpAylFtRiux to sign up. If you would like
more information about developmental
affirmations, contact Samantha Roth,
Scott County Extension Educator, at
sroth@umn.edu.

Scott County Senior Softball returns

Scott County Senior Softball is looking for players to join its summer league,
which is held on Tuesday evenings at
Tahpah Park (Shakopee). This fun, recreational league is intended for people
45 and over. Participants who show up
every week get divided up into teams
and play one or two games of softball.

Wooden bats and pitching carpet are
used, and a “no sliding rule” is in place
for safety reasons.
The cost is $25 per person; register
through Shakopee Parks and Recreation
(1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee). For
more information, please contact Gary
Hartmann at (612) 554-5205.

Tee It Up golf event set for Sept. 10
ChooseNotToUse will
be hosting their 14th Annual Tee It Up For The Task
Force fundraiser on Sept.
10, 2021 at Stonebrooke
Golf Club! The shotgun
start will be at 8 a.m. Many
sponsorship levels are still
available.
Individual golf is $125

per person and includes 18
holes of golf, a cart, and
lunch. There will also be
raffles and other games on
the course. To register,
contact Kathy Welter at
(952) 388-9750 or kwelter@co.scott.mn.us.
We
hope to see you there!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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Visit a local farmers’ market this summer
What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce? Celebrate summer by visiting one
or more of the great local farmers’ markets right here in our own community.

Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
(May 8 – October)
The 17th season of the Prior Lake
Farmers’ Market began on May 8
and will continue each Saturday
from 8 a.m. to noon until October.
Live music is provided almost
every weekend, and breakfast is
cooked right on site. There are
many more new and returning
vendors this year, including Master
Gardeners to help with gardening
questions. The Prior Lake Farmers’
Market is located at 16228 Main
Ave SE, Prior Lake. There is
free parking at many of the local
businesses. For more information,
please visit their website at www.
priorlakefarmersmarket.com.
The Little Market That Could™,
Prior Lake

(Thursdays, June through September,
3:53 – 7:19 p.m.; October 7 and 14, 12
noon – 5 p.m.)
Located at 16907
State Hwy 13, Prior
Lake, this ongoing, seasonal, open fresh air
community
farmers’
market is open to everyone weekly!
On various Thursdays, they showcase
features such as a classic vehicle rollin show, food trucks, DJ Roger, Moose
Lucas and the Buskers, a community
picnic area, and an array of educational
activities on a rotating Thursday schedule. The Little Market That Could™ is
made possible by generous volunteers,
sponsors, grants, vendor and community participation, and purchasing. U of
M Extension approved.
Now welcoming USDA EBT/
SNAP Benefits! Visit the Smoke Signals™ EBT/SNAP exchange booth to
learn more! Did you forget cash for
your outing? Don’t worry, be happy!

Smoke Signals™ has a national cards
exchange booth too, located to the
right of the SS Trailer; visit to learn
more! You can find more information
at
https://tockify.com/smokesignals/
detail/31/1622753580000.

Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through mid-October)

Located in the parking lot of Borough Bowl (235 S Ash St, Belle Plaine),
the Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features canned goods, delicious produce,
crafts and more! We have a variety
of homemade/homegrown products -something for everyone! The market
is held on Wednesdays from 3:30 to
6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Jenny Horejsi at (952) 456-1212 or
Eve Hennen at (952) 367-6844. You can
also find more information by checking
out “Belle Plaine Farmers Market” on
Facebook!

New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays through the end of
October)

The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon) is
proud to provide fresh, locally grown,
high quality produce. A variety of vegetables and fruits are available in season,
and started plants – such as tomatoes,
peppers, cabbages, et cetera – as well
as fruit trees and perennials are available in the spring. Scrumptious baked
goods, jellies and jams, honey, and other
foods are available all season long. A
limited number of craft such as beeswax
candles, soaps, and bath salts are also
featured. The New Prague Farmers’
Market is held in the parking lot of the
East Town Commons. This is located
on the corner Main Street and 7th Avenue SE (in the Carbone’s parking lot)
in New Prague. For more information,
please contact Joe Bisek at ajbisek@
bevcomm.net or at (952) 994-5632. You
can always keep up-to-date by visiting
them on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NewPragueFarmersMarket/.

Savage Farmers’ Market
(Sundays, June 6– October 31)

Kyle Shutrop of Spring Lake Township sells fresh and preserved vegetables
and fruits at the Lydia Farmers’ Market.

Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets. In addition to their flagship market in downtown Saint Paul, the
Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets run 20 satellite markets throughout the metropolitan area – one right in the heart of Savage! Located off Highway 13 near the
Historic Train Depot, the Savage Farmers’ Market opens on June 6 and will be
held on Sundays (from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
through October 31. EBT, credit, and
debit cards accepted. Market staff can
be reached at (651) 227-8101 or via email to info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.

Lydia Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays and Tuesday, June 5
through October 30)

Located at Highway 13 and County Road 10 in the parking lot of Zion
United Methodist Church, the market is
open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon
and Tuesdays from 4 to 6:30 p.m. The
market offers fresh vegetables, home
canned goods, woodwork, fresh eggs,
and baked goods.

Master Gardeners plan
Evenings in the Garden
Evenings in the Garden is hosted at
our Scott County Teaching Gardens.
The gardens were established to provide
theme areas that interested citizens can
adapt to their own backyard. You and
your family are invited to explore and
play in the garden when attending our
Evenings in the Garden classes. There
is no seating, so please bring a lawn
chair. Located at the Scott County Fairgrounds, 7151 190th Street W., Jordan.

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Free to the public.
Events will be held virtually until July
1, 2021. Please check back at www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org for
updated schedules in case of changes.
June 8 -- Virtual Season Kickoff
Urban and Rural Vegetable Gardens: We
will share the direct compost method,
Ruth Stout method, and other ideas
for making your garden work for you.
Methods include small space container
gardening methods.
Zoom Link:
https://umn.zoom.
us/j/92401859814
June 22 – Nature Heals
Join us as we explore ways to reconnect
with the natural world. Evenings in the
Gardens will be a virtual event on this

evening.
Zoom Link:
us/j/92081081529

https://umn.zoom.

July 13 -- Food Preservation
and Jam Making
We hope this will be our first face-toface meeting of the season! Interested
in joining the movement to preserve
your own food? Our parents and
grandparents preserved that garden
goodness every year. Many of the
methods they used are the same with
new safeguards in place.
July 27 -- Creating Nature Mandalas
This will be a face-to-face meeting
at the Teaching
Garden.
Mandala
symbols can be
used for meditation,
prayer, healing, and
art therapy for both
adults and children.
August 10 -- Yoga in the Garden
This will be a faceto-face event at the
teaching garden. We
will be making tea
from herbs in the
garden.

Master
Gardeners
can help!

Carver-Scott Master
Gardeners are available to
help with your gardening
and landscaping
questions! Please call
our Yard & Garden line
at (952) 466-5308 or
email gardenquestions@
carverscott
mastergardeners.org.
If you would like to join our
email list to keep up on
Master Gardener events and
happenings, please email
Coordinator Kristy Mock at
klmock@umn.edu.

Shakopee Farmers’ Market
(Fridays, June 4 – October 29)

From their fields to your table!
Downtown Shakopee’s Farmers Market
runs from June 4 to October 29 every
Friday from 2 to 6 p.m. in Downtown
Shakopee (new location this year: the
River City Center parking lot on 1st
Ave facing Highway 101, behind the
clock tower). They feature some of
Minnesota’s best local vendors, including fresh produce, spreads, homemade
gifts, crafts, food and beverages, and so
much more. For volunteer opportunities, vendor inquiries, or any questions,
please contact Main Street Director,
Ashley Grotewold, at (952) 445-1660 or
via email at agrotewold@shakopee.org.
And check out their Facebook page for
event reminders and all the latest!
If you have information about other
farmers’ markets in and around Scott
County, please contact Lisa Kohner
at (952) 496-8780 or via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us to be included
in an upcoming issue of the SCENE!

Master
Gardeners
plan 2021
Garden Tours

The Carver-Scott Master Gardeners
are hosting our summer Garden Tours
beginning in July. Every two years,
we showcase gardens in either Scott or
Carver County.
Garden tours feature three gardens
each date and will be held on Saturdays, July 10, 24, and August 7, from
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Enjoy the unique features of these landscapes to help foster
your own art of gardening. Learn from
skilled homeowners to add to your own
home landscape. The beauty of each individual garden is a peaceful memory to
hold.
See you in the gardens!
The cost of each Saturday is $10 per
person, or purchase tickets to all three
Saturdays for $20 per person. For more
information, visit Carverscottmastergardener.org/garden-tour/.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Spring Lake to
be haven for
pollinators,
native flowers

Last year, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) sent out a call to action with new
grant funds for planting pollinator habitat. And last
year, the neighbors of Vergus Avenue around Spring
Lake rose to the occasion, pledging to add beauty,
stability, and habitat protection.
The Scott SWCD, the Scott Watershed Management Organization, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District, and the Lower Minnesota River
Watershed District all partnered together and were
awarded funds from the Minnesota Board of Water
and Soil Resources (BWSR) for the Lawns to Legumes program. The program’s primary goal is to
restore critical habitat for the Rusty Patched Bumblebee and other threatened pollinator species by
providing homeowners with technical and financial
assistance for pollinator plantings.

The Lawns to Legumes program benefits bees.

Why the Rusty Patched Bumblebee?
The Rusty Patched is Minnesota’s state bee, and
the first bumblebee to be placed on the endangered
species list.
Scott SWCD Natural Resource Specialist and
Lawns to Legumes coordinator Meghan Darley elaborated: “The Rusty Patched Bumblebee has seen a
remarkable population decline over the last decade,
and part of the reason for it is the loss of critical pollinator habitat. Contemporary turf grass lawns are
taking away space that previously held wildflowers
and prairie grass.”
The Lawns to Legumes program wants to bring
habitat back and educate homeowners in the process
by means of a “Demonstration Neighborhood,” or a
series of pollinator plantings in close enough proximity of each other so that each connects and serves a
greater reach for pollinators like the Rusty Patched.
“The area around Spring Lake has documented evidence of Rusty Patched Bumblebees nesting and pollinating. It’s an area we want to establish more pollinator habitat in since the bees already want to make
it their home,” Darley commented.
Enter: Residents of Spring Lake
For the residents of Spring Lake, adding pollinator
plantings was an easy fit. Working with Scott SWCD
and PLSLWD, residents all around the lake have
been adding pollinator habitat through the instillation
of native wildflowers in raingardens and lakeshore
plantings for years. The Scott SWCD and PLSLWD
have assisted four different landowners with the instillation of five native plantings, including lakeshore
restorations and raingardens. The plantings totaled
610 square feet of new native habitat, and 132 linear
feet of shoreline stabilization.
In addition to the projects installed with the Scott
SWCD, Spring Lake residents have also added pollinator habitat on their own! Lakeshore resident and
Demonstration Neighborhood Coordinator Christian
Morkeberg transformed his yard into a beautiful pollinator sanctuary of wildflowers and grasses. Christian is excited to add even more pollinator habitat
with this program, and wants his fellow neighbors to
know how easy and beautiful these plantings are. “As
we add pollinator habitat around the lake, we’re also
adding beauty, stability, and wildlife with plants that
are naturally supposed to be here,” he said.
Since he’s installed his various projects, he’s also
seen a significant reduction in runoff from his lot after large rain events, and noticed how much easier
his lawn maintenance has been. “After a while, the
plants take care of themselves,” he remarked.
When the Scott SWCD first put out the call for
neighborhoods interested in banding together to
POLLINATOR PROGRAM to page 15
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Summer festivals return

Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivals, get acquainted with other Scott County
residents, and spend time with old friends. Below is a schedule of some of the upcoming local
events in and around your community. Please contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 if you would like to have your organization’s activities or special
events highlighted in next year’s summer events issue. And be sure to check your local papers and
community websites for further details – happy summer!
Huber Park Performance
June – August 		
Shakopee, Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N.
and Events Series		
Thursdays, Saturdays
Sail to Summer		
June 11, 5 – 8 p.m.
Shakopee SandVenture Park, 1101 Adams St.
Summer Beach Bash		
June 25, 5 – 8 p.m.
Shakopee SandVenture Park, 1101 Adams St.
Fire Rescue Days		
June 25 – 27		
Elko New Market
Red, White, and Blue		
July 4, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Shakopee SandVenture Park, 1101 Adams St.
Lakefront Music Festival
July 9 – 10,		
Prior Lake, Lakefront Park, 5000 Kop Pkwy.
Belle Plaine BBQ Days		
July 16 – 18, 1:30 p.m. Belle Plaine, Union Square Park
Twin Cities Summer Jam
July 22 – 24		
Shakopee, Canterbury Park, 1100 Canterbury Rd. S.
Splash, Flash, and Dash
July 24			
Shakopee, Lions Park, 1103 Adams St.
Kids Triathlon
Pirate Treasure Hunt		
July 24, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.Shakopee, Lions Park, 1103 Adams St.			
Grand Carnivale		
July 24 – Aug. 8
Shakopee, Canterbury Park, 1100 Canterbury Rd. S.
Scott County Fair		
July 28 – Aug. 1
Scott County Fairgrounds, 7151 190th St. W., Jordan
Czech Out New Prague		
Aug. 5			
New Prague, Memorial Park
Summer Carnival		
Aug. 6			
Shakopee, Lions Park, 1103 Adams St.
MN Ironman Bike Ride		
Aug. 14			
Shakopee
SMSC Wacipi (Pow Wow)
Aug. 20 – 22		
Shakopee, Wacipi Grounds, 3212 Dakotah Pkwy.
Elko New Market Picnic
Aug. 28, 11 a.m.
Elko New Market, Wagner Park, 121 Todd St.
Heimatfest Car Cruise, Dance Sept. 10, 4:30 - 11 p.m. Jordan, downtown and Mini-Met
Heimatfest 5K, parade, festival Sept. 11			
Jordan, downtown, and Lagoon Park
Dozinky Classic Car Cruise Sept. 17		
New Prague, Main St. W.
Dozinky Harvest Festival
Sept. 17 – 18		
New Prague, Main Street West
Ladies’ Night Out		
Oct. 7, 5 – 8 p.m.
New Prague, Main Street East
Scenic Byway River Run
Oct. 9			
Belle Plaine, 401 North Cedar Street
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in partnership with

golf in the parks
Cleary Lake Regional Park, Prior Lake
The scenic, moderately rolling terrain of Cleary Lake Golf
Course offers a full range of amenities for both beginner and
experienced golfers. Book your tee time today.
Golf Academy
Improve your skills and have some fun! It’s as simple as that.
Lesson registration now open.

ThreeRiversParks.org/Golf | 763-694-7777

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

translation

sleep under the stars

ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated into
24 languages.
Select the language at the bottom of each page.

Individual and group campsites available. Reserve today.
ThreeRiversParks.org/camping

Translation by phone at 763-559-6700

Regional Parks in Scott County
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parks

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071 | 763-694-7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, this park offers fishing, picnic areas,
trails, a canoe launch, group campsite, beach and snowshoeing.

things to do this summer
• Biking (1 mile)
• Camping for groups
• Fishing
• Hiking (3.4 miles; dogs allowed on leash)
• Paddling (carry in access)
• Picnic areas
• Swimming
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Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378 | 763-694-7777
This park is a favorite for birders, hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders and
experienced cross-country skiers. With the exception of the trails and dog offleash area, the park reserve remains in a natural state and features glacial ridges,
hilly terrain and lush forest. It is also designated as an Important Bird Area by
the National Audubon Society.

things to do this summer
• Boating (no gas motors)
• Camping for groups
• Dog off-leash area (3 acres; fenced)
• Fishing
• Hiking (18.2 miles; dogs allowed on leash)
• Horseback riding
• Mountain biking
• Paddling

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something
for everyone. Amenities include trails, a dog off-leash area, golf course,
campground, picnic areas, beach, cross-country ski trails and more.

things to do this summer
• Biking (3.5 miles; connection to Big Woods Regional Trail)
• Boating (no gas motors)
• Camping for individuals and groups
• Dog off-leash area (28 acres; fenced)
• Fishing
• Golfing
• Hiking (5.9 miles; dogs allowed on leash)
• Paddling
• Picnic areas
• Play area
• Swimming

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Skuya Drive NW, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
Scott County’s newest regional park offers paved trails and a dog off-leash
area. This park protects 374 acres of diverse habitats that include open water
wetlands, an old maple-basswood forest, cattail marshes and a tamarack bog.

things to do this summer
• Biking (3 miles)
• Dog off-leash area (10 acres; fenced)
• Hiking (4.5 miles; dogs allowed on leash)

Share Your Vision!
The master plan for Cleary Lake Regional Park is being updated. Give feedback,
take a virtual tour of the park and learn about what’s next in the planning process.
LetsTalkThreeRivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan

Summer Programs
Sign up for adventure! We’re offering a variety of opportunities
to play outside, explore wild spaces and try new things. New and
exciting offerings are added each month.
Summer registration opens:
• May 19 for June programs
• June 16 for July programs
• July 21 for August programs
Scan the QR code with your phone camera
or visit ThreeRiversParks.link/Programs
to browse and register online.

The Landing - Minnesota River Heritage Park
2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379 | 763-694-7784

Visit The Landing to discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives on
the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline
from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. The park offers a trail along the river,
picnic areas and fishing opportunities.

things to do this summer
• Biking (0.7 miles)
• Hiking (1.7 miles; dogs allowed on leash)
• History exploration
• Picnic areas
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge
new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.”

From Prior Lake:

Prior Lake has a new
website: Check it out

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:

Lakes show water
quality improvement

Both Spring and Prior Lakes saw improved water quality in 2020, which was
a boon to everyone who flocked to the
lake for swimming, fishing, and boating. This marked the first time that all
three water quality standards – the goal
for a healthy lake – were met on either
Spring Lake or Upper Prior Lake. The
lakes met the standards for water clarity,
total phosphorus and chlorophyll-a.
The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District has implemented projects
and worked with local partners and landowners to improve water quality and reduce nutrient levels in the lakes with the
goal of having the lakes removed from
the state’s impaired waters list.

Sutton Lake Outlet
Project completed

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) has completed
construction on the Sutton Lake Outlet
Project. Sutton Lake is located 3.5 miles
southwest of Spring Lake at the headwaters of the Ditch 13 channel, which

A berm and a controlled outlet were
installed at Sutton Lake to provide
flood reduction benefits for Spring
and Prior Lakes.

flows north into Spring Lake. The project is part of a larger effort to reduce
flood impacts to Spring and Prior Lakes
during large storm events and to improve water quality.
The Sutton Lake project was one of
the highest ranking projects identified in
PLSLWD’s flood reduction study and
includes the installation of a berm and
a controlled outlet weir (low dam), allowing for the active management of
the Sutton Lake outlet. The controlled
outlet will help moderate high flows and
provide flood reduction benefits downstream on Spring and Prior Lakes. The
project will allow Sutton Lake water
levels to bounce periodically, more similar to a natural lake or wetland system
without a ditched outlet.
The District recently completed
an Upper Watershed Blueprint study,
which identified additional projects that
could further reduce flooding and provide long term water quality improvements to Spring and Prior Lakes. This
blueprint will drive an aggressive fiveyear plan to initiate work on the top
identified projects and aims to achieve
the District’s goals within ten years.

From Savage:
Dan Patch Days canceled

After extensive review of the Governor’s Executive Order and the CDC
requirements related to outdoor gatherings, the Dan Patch Days’ Inc. Board
has made the difficult decision to cancel
this year’s celebration. While these requirements might change again before
June 24, the Board was unwilling to
take the financial risk.
“We would need to make significant
pre-event expenses to secure liquor licenses and required insurance, not to
mention bands, stage, sound, and tents,”
explained Dan Patch Days’ Board member and volunteer Barry Stock. ”It’s just
too big of a financial gamble to potentially lose that money if the event needed to be canceled.”
If you would like to get involved
in planning Dan Patch Days 2022, let
them know with an email to info@danpatchdays.or or call (952) 440-6255. All
are welcome!

Meet Gunnar

Sutton Lake project map

We’re excited to introduce our new
four-legged officer! Gunnar is a twoyear-old chocolate lab mix who was a
rescue dog. He is in the process of being trained as a drug detection canine
for the Dakota County Drug Task Force
(DCDTF). The DCDTF is a cooperative
effort between all Dakota County law
enforcement agencies and the Savage
Police Department. Its focus is on the
sale, distribution, and use of narcotics.
Savage PD assigns one full-time detec-

tive to be a part of the DCDTF.
The City of West St. Paul had provided the DCDTF canine narcotics
team for the past five years. Due to retirements and promotions, the DCDTF
needed to find a new handler and dog.
The Savage PD saw this as an opportunity to participate in the program and
contribute a canine officer.
Drug detection canines are not
trained to be aggressive. Instead, they
are trained to use their senses to detect
the presence of the odor of narcotics.
When a drug detection canine handler
has developed reasonable suspicion
of drug activity,
the drug detection canine is deployed. A positive
drug alert by the
drug detection canine quickly establishes probable
cause to continue
with an investigation and/or obtain
a search warrant.
Ultimately,
this
Gunnar joins the will lead to addinarcotics team.
tional and stronger
criminal prosecutions.
Thanks to our partnership with
DCDTF, all costs related to caring for
and training Gunnar, including converting a City vehicle to be suitable for
holding and transporting the dog, will
be covered. Daily walks will be on us!

Start planning for
Night to Unite, Aug. 3

Night to Unite 2021 may still look
and feel a little different than previous
years, but neighbors knowing neighbors
is still one of the most effective ways to
prevent crime. Make your gatherings as
elaborate or as simple as you like and
feel comfortable with. Groups from
Savage Police, Fire Department, Public
Works, and other local officials will visit as many registered parties as possible
between 5:30 - 8 p.m.
The five largest parties will get a special visit from Police, Fire, and Public
Works! To help grow your gathering,
consider inviting a block that doesn’t
have its own neighborhood party or
combine several block gatherings into a
larger celebration.
A list of public parties will be released shortly after registration closes
on July 25 to give neighbors an idea of
where the closest party is that they can
attend. When registering, please indicate if you want your party listed as a
public party.
New in 2021: Register your party by
June 25 for a chance to win a special
group prize!
Register your event online at cityofsavage.com by Sunday, July 25 and
include if you want your party to be
public or private. Donations for school
supplies and non-perishable food items
will be collected during your event or
can be dropped off at the Savage Police Department by August 5 for local
distribution.
For more information on Night to
Unite, contact Crime Prevention Specialist Georgeann Freeman at gfreeman@cityofsavage.com
or
(952)

882-2604.
In the interest of community safety,
Savage Police Department may modify
our participation and procedures to
comply with the Governor’s Executive
Orders and recommendations from the
Minnesota Department of Health and
CDC. If you choose to participate, we
encourage you to follow current state
guidelines on gatherings, social distancing, and face masks. Our top priority is to keep our residents and staff safe
and healthy.

From Shakopee:

Police take unique
approach to catalytic
converter thefts

In recent months, police agencies
across the Minneapolis-St. Paul metro
have seen a surge in catalytic converter
thefts. In Shakopee, there have been 70
reported catalytic converter thefts since
April 2020.
In response to these thefts, the Shakopee Police Department organized
Operation: Etch and Catch events this
spring to mark catalytic converters
with spray paint and etch the vehicle’s
license plate number in hopes of deterring would-be thieves.
The etched plate number and paint
will help police officers determine the
origin of stolen catalytic converters on
traffic stops. In addition, Shakopee Police will send out a statewide message
to scrap dealers encouraging them not
to purchase etched or spray-painted
catalytic converters. “Our hope is that
criminals will think twice about stealing
painted and etched converters in Shakopee,” said Chief Tate. Learn more about
this unique approach on the city website
at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/cityblog.

The Go4Gold Skate School offers
hockey and figure skating classes
and programs.

City partners with
Go4Gold Skate School

The City of Shakopee recently partnered with Go4Gold Skating Academy
to form the Shakopee Skate School,
which offers a variety of instructional
skating classes, community programs,
and advanced skating opportunities to
area residents. The Shakopee Skate
School brings new skating opportunities
to Shakopee while allowing Go4Gold,
a southwest-metro-based skating academy, to consolidate its programs in a
single facility with the on- and off-ice
amenities necessary to run an elite skating school.
“This partnership will bring a multilevel skating curriculum to the Shakopee
community,” said Go4Gold’s Business
Operations Director Elizabeth Robeck.
“The Go4Gold team has years of experience in teaching beginning skating skills
SCALE NEWS to next page
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Saving for retirement? Ask yourself these questions

Are you saving for retirement? For many of us,
saving for retirement is simply signing up for our employer’s 401K or Thrift Savings Plan, choosing a contribution percentage, and calling it a day. While that’s
a significant first step to saving for retirement, the truth
is a vast majority of Americans aren’t saving enough
for retirement, and certainly not for the actual lifestyle
they’d like to live when they reach that stage.
Here are some questions to guide your planning.
• What type of a lifestyle do you want when
you retire? This is the one single question
that many people don’t consider. Putting
money into a 401K or other retirement
account doesn’t necessarily mean that you’ll
have saved enough when you hit retirement
age.
• So what does “retirement” mean to you?
Are you living in the same home? A smaller
home? Are you traveling, or content with
living a slow life of leisure?
• Are you going to move to a different area?
And if so, is the cost of living higher or
lower?
There are many factors to consider when you retire.
By thinking about these things before you retire, even
knowing they could change down the road, you’ll be
better equipped to retire on your own terms.
•

Is what you’re contributing toward your
retirement enough to support how you want
to live?

SCALE News
to all ages and skating disciplines.”
That experience was exactly what
Shakopee Parks and Recreation was
looking for to replace its former Learn
to Skate classes. “We wanted to deliver a stronger, more robust service that
would open the arena to as many skaters
as possible,” said Recreation Facilities
Manager Troy Ciernia.
Shakopee Skate School officially
launched Feb. 1 with its intermediate
and high-performance programs. The
school will be a registered Learn to
Skate USA program with curriculum
to develop hockey and figure skaters.
Learn more about the Shakopee Skate
School at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
icearena.

Planning for retirement should begin early.
Individuals and families need to set goals and
stick to them.

Now that you’ve given thought to how you want
to live in your retirement years, the question is, are
you saving enough? To accurately plan, gather how
much you’ve already contributed towards your retirement, at what age you want to retire, and how much
you want to have saved when you do. Then head to
AARP (https://www.aarp.org/) to check out their retirement calculator and nestegg calculator to learn how
to achieve your savings goal.
What is your complete retirement plan? Seeing
those numbers in black and white can be humbling and
overwhelming, especially if you recognize that what
you’ve been contributing towards retirement isn’t

From previous page

group plans to build a 505,000-squarefoot industrial building on the western
edge of the site that will bring additional
jobs to the community.
As part of the redevelopment plan,
the city is also planning a new road,
Hentges Way, to provide access to the
site with a new roundabout on Stagecoach Road south of County Highway
101.

Hentges Industrial
Park to revitalize
industrial area

A new industrial park will provide
space for additional businesses looking
to locate in Shakopee. Cretex Industrial
Park, LLC plans to redevelop approximately 63 acres of industrial property
east of 70th Street and west of Stagecoach Road. Hentges Industrial Park
will revitalize an under-utilized industrial area. A worldwide development

mance & Events Series. Sponsored by
the Parks & Recreation Department, the
series features free, family fun through
August. Entertainment includes the
concerts, comedy shows, magicians and
more. All events take place at Huber
Park, 150 Fillmore St. N. Find a calendar of events at www.ShakopeeMN.
gov/huberpark.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

Giving back to the
local community

Construction starts on
Xcel Energy Mountain
Bike Park

Work is underway on the new Xcel
Energy Mountain Bike Park near Quarry
Lake. The bike park will consist of four
loops, which will range in difficulty and
loop around Quarry Lake, giving riders
the option to make the loops multiple
times. The approximately four miles of
trails offer riding options for those just
beginning mountain biking to advanced
riders.
Construction is anticipated to last until mid-summer. Residents should avoid
going into the construction site and
should refrain from biking on the trails
until they are completely constructed
and open to the public. Learn more
about the mountain bike park at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/parkprojects.

measuring up to how you want to live in retirement.
The good news is that there are more options and
ways to achieve your goal than with your 401K or
Thrift Savings Plans, like real estate and other savings
vehicles and investments to consider.
Should you be saving enough for yourself and a
partner, spouse, or significant other? If you’re in a
single-income household with a partner, it’s essential
to consider them in the equation. Disproportionately,
women don’t have retirement savings. This is primarily an issue for women who choose not to work outside
of the home. When making that decision as a family,
ensure that you’re accounting for that in your retirement years as well.
Interchangeably, if your family decides Dad will
stay home or if you have a child with special needs,
plan accordingly when saving for your retirement.
How can you save for retirement when there are
so many other things to save for? There are indeed
a lot of competing priorities when it comes to saving:
Emergency funds, homeownership, education, and everyday needs and wants. So how do you do it all?
You do what you can with what you’ve got. However, when trying to decide on prioritizing savings, you
should remember this: Retirement is the one major
life milestone that you can’t borrow for. Retiring
comfortably is a huge gift to your children and loved
ones. Paying for their education is a nice gesture, but
being able to retire and not worry about you is better.
If you have questions about retirement or other financial matters, please contact Scott County Extension
Educator for Financial Capability Samantha Roth, at
sroth@umn.edu.

SandVenture
Aquatic
Park
in
Shakopee will be open to the public
this summer.

SandVenture Aquatic
Park opens June 11

Dive into fun this summer at SandVenture Aquatic Park in Shakopee!
The unique sand-bottomed pool offers
swimming and beach fun for all ages.
The pool, water slides, diving board,
and concessions will be open from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily with special events
throughout the summer. The pool also
hosts swimming lessons, group rentals,
and more. Purchase an individual or
family membership and visit the park as
often as you want. Learn more at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/sandventure.

Making it a top priority to help others, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC) supports local
communities from across the state and
beyond, in a continued effort to embody Dakota values and share resources
with others—now and for generations
to come. As part of its mission to be a
good neighbor, employer, and steward
of the earth, the SMSC established the
#SMSCgives Community Outreach
Program, a values-driven initiative that
organizes various volunteering opportunities in the local community. #SMSCgives allows the tribe and its employees
to contribute in a meaningful way to the
general well-being of the communities
surrounding the SMSC, the charitable
organizations and service providers
in those communities, and the general
public through acts of service.
The past year posed hardships for
many during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and #SMSCgives volunteers kept busy
cleaning local parks, distributing school
supplies to local families, assembling
fleece blankets for children in need,

The
#SMSCgives
Community
Outreach Program collected and
donated school supplies for local
schools.

and distributing thousands of pounds
of fresh food and produce to more
than 2,500 families, to name a few. In
late February, #SMSCgives volunteers
safely gathered at the Mystic Lake Center to help pack 32,384 meals for Harvest Pack, a hunger relief nonprofit, to
be distributed to local communities in
Scott, Carver, and Dakota counties. In
recent months, the SMSC volunteered
at the Carver Scott Humane Society
several times to help with various tasks
for the furry friends, including hosting a
pet food and supply drive.
Honoring the Dakota value of wóokiya (generosity and helping), the SMSC
is proud to support the greater community and provide compassion, aid, and
opportunities for our neighbors—so that
all may lead healthy and vibrant lives
for generations to come.
To learn more about the SMSC,
please visit shakopeedakota.org.

Huber Park Series
features free
entertainment

Music and family entertainment return to the riverfront this summer at
Shakopee’s annual Huber Park Perfor-

In February, #SMSCgives volunteers safely gathered to help pack 32,384
meals for Harvest Pack.
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Protect yourself from mail, identity theft
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has seen rise in
mail thefts throughout the County over the past year.
According to the United States Postal Inspector Service (USPIS), the law enforcement arm of the U.S.
Postal Service, mail theft is on the rise across the
country.
While mail theft isn’t new, by all accounts it has
gotten worse during the pandemic. With more people
ordering items to their homes, along with millions of
paper stimulus, tax refunds, and unemployment checks
circulating through the mail, thieves have been given
countless more opportunities to strike.
Thieves are not only looking for cash, checks, gift
cards, and other items of value, but they are also looking for account numbers, social security numbers,
banking details, pay stubs, and identifying information (like your name and date of birth) in order to
profit from identity theft. Armed with this information, an identity thief may open new credit or financial
accounts, buy cars, apply for loans or Social Security
benefits, rent an apartment, or set up utility and phone
service — in someone else’s name.
In 2020, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service reported 4,804 arrests and 3,643 convictions related to
postal crimes, primarily those involving mail theft,
mail fraud, and prohibited mailings. According to the
Federal Trade Commission, there were 8,246 reports
of identity theft in Minnesota in 2020 -- with a total
loss of $36.8 million across all fraud categories.
We are urging everyone to be proactive in
protecting themselves from becoming a victim of
mail theft and identity theft:
•
•

•

•
•

•

Switch to paperless billing and statements
to reduce the amount of sensitive mail you
receive.
Remove mail from your mailbox soon
after delivery, especially if you’re expecting
checks, credit cards, and/or other valuable
items. Never leave your mail in your
mailbox overnight.
Have your local Post Office hold your mail
if you will be away for more than a day. You
can do this online, for free, at www.usps.com.
You can also ask a trusted neighbor or family
member to pick up your mail for you if you
won’t be home.
If you are expecting and did not receive a
check or other valuable item of mail, contact
the issuing agency immediately.
Sign up for Informed Delivery, for free,
at https://informeddelivery.usps.com. With
Informed Delivery, you can digitally preview
your mail daily, and manage the delivery of
packages.
Report all suspected mail theft by
contacting Dispatch non-emergency at (952)
445-1411 and Postal Inspector (877-8762455 or at www.uspis.gov).

Image courtesy of Federal Trade Commission (www.ftc.gov/exploredata).

•
•

If your mail was stolen, let your neighbors
know -- they may not realize their mail was
stolen too.
Deposit outgoing mail at a Post Office or a
blue U.S. Postal Service collection box, or
give it directly to your letter carrier.

If you suspect your identity has been stolen, take
action:
•

•
•

•
•

•

If the crime involved the U.S. Mail, report it
online to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service
at https://www.uspis.gov, or call 1-877-8762455.
If the crime involved counterfeit credit cards
or computer hacking, report it to the U.S.
Secret Service at www.secretservice.gov.
Check whether the major credit reporting
agencies have accounts in your name that
were opened without your consent. Ask them
to place a “fraud alert” on your file.
You may be advised to close some or all of
your accounts. At the least, change your PIN
codes and passwords immediately.
Keep a record of the names and phone
numbers of people with whom you discussed
your case, and of all reports and supporting
documents.
Report ID theft online with the Federal

Trade Commission at www.identitytheft.gov,
or call its Identity Theft Hotline at 1-877-IDTHEFT. The FTC has counselors to help you
resolve financial and other problems that can
result from this crime.
Our residents are the eyes and ears of their neighborhoods, and we urge everyone to report any suspicious activity, such as people walking or driving a car
from mailbox to mailbox and attempting to open and
remove mail. If you see any suspicious activity or
believe your mail was stolen, call 911 immediately to
report it. please report suspicious activity if and when
you see it. Call 911 for emergencies, or (952) 4451411 for non-emergencies.
The U.S. Postal Inspection Service website offers additional identity theft prevention tips at https://
www.uspis.gov/tips-prevention/identity-theft.
If you have questions about the Sheriff’s Office or
any of our services, please feel free to contact Sheriff
Luke Hennen any time by email at lhennen@co.scott.
mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail or in person at Scott
County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN, 55379. You can also visit our website at
www.scottcountymn.gov.

Be prepared: Learn basic first aid; get supplies
What’s a simple (but often overlooked) skill set that can be very helpful
in a crisis? Basic first aid training and
first aid supplies that you should keep
in or near your emergency kit.
We’re lucky to live in an area that
rarely experiences catastrophic disasters. Even during a tornado, flood, or
derecho (a line of fast moving, strong
winds), emergency services continue
to operate with support from neighboring communities. In some areas of the
country, extreme weather (such as hurricanes) can prevent or delay emergency
response to an area for days. Yet while
a service disruption is less likely here in
Minnesota, the possibility still exists.
If a friend, neighbor, or family member suffered an injury or medical emergency close to you, would you know
what to do? Some basic training can
make you part of the solution. The goal
is to be prepared to give first aid while
waiting for the ambulance.
When someone suffers a medical
emergency, be prepared to call 911.
You will need to confirm the address
of the place you are calling from, then
describe the situation. An Emergency

Learn first aid so you can provide
basic care in an emergency.

Medical Dispatcher may provide first
aid or CPR instructions over the phone
while you wait for first responders to arrive. It may take more than five minutes
for help to arrive, so the better prepared
you are, the more you can help while
waiting for professional responders to
arrive.
First aid classes are provided for a
small fee by the American Red Cross,
the American Heart Association, the
Minnesota Safety Council, and many
other health care providers. Youth programs like Scouting have great first aid
curricula. For those who hike or camp,
the National Outdoor Leadership School

(NOLS) provides wilderness-based first
aid classes that focus on treatment when
far away from emergency services.
More advanced classes such as Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) are
also available. These classes provide
more advanced training for those more
likely to provide care to an injured or
sick person.
A number of free first aid apps can
be downloaded to your smartphone.
You can search the app store on your
device to download the program. The
First Aid: American Red Cross app provides easy to follow first aid instructions
for life threatening conditions from allergies to unresponsive persons -- and a
section dedicated to non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries. Each injury
category contains a short description of
the condition and instructions on delivery of aid. By downloading and reviewing one of these apps, you can carry the
solution in your pocket or purse.
In addition to basic first aid skills,
now is time to take a look at your home
and vehicle first aid kits. You don’t
need to order an expensive first aid
kit; many supplies can be found at a

Keep basic first aid kits in locations
where they are easily accessible
in time of an emergency, and they
should be protected from water.

retail store near you. A basic first aid
kit should be kept in a location where it
is easily accessible in time of an emergency, and it should be protected from
water. A basic kit will include a blanket,
medical gloves, absorbent dressings,
cloth tape, antibiotic ointment, roller
bandages, a few sizes of sterile gauze
pads, scissors, tweezers, hydrogen peroxide, and a triangle bandage. The
American Red Cross, Mayo Clinic, and
REI have supply lists for a first aid kit
listed on their websites.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Irish immigrants were early settlers in Credit River

The township of Credit River was
platted in 1854. European American settlers arrived to the area later that year.
The first of these was John Spratt, who
came from Illinois; second was William
McQuestion.
There are three different stories that
describe how Credit River got its name,
though none have been officially verified as fact.
The first says that the town and river
were named after a generous shopkeeper
who used to give “down-on-their-luck”
Irish families credit. The second story is
similar, stating that the French traders of
Mendota used to give Irish immigrants
credit on their way up the Mississippi
to the Minnesota river as they traveled
west.
The third story is the most commonly told, and also the darkest. In this tale,
Reverend Albert Ostet from Lakeville
came to deliver mass at the Credit River
settlement. On one of his trips, the river
was so swollen by floodwater that he
couldn’t cross. He turned back towards
home. When he got back to Lakeville
he found out his mother was dying.
He gave the river “credit” because if it
hadn’t been flooding, he wouldn’t have
been able to see his mother before she
passed away.
In 1855, many more families came
to Credit River, with names that are still
prominent in the area today: Cleary,
Hough, Suel, White, Regan, Reardon,
Casey, Sherin, Flemming, and Faricy.
For the Hough (later spelled Haugh)
family, this was their second time in
America. When they first came across
the Atlantic, they decided that they
didn’t much like the United States, and
turned around for Ireland. When they
got home, they unfortunately discovered that their land had been sold, and
felt they had no choice but to make the
journey to America once again. When
they arrived for the second time, they
decided to settle in Credit River.
Some of the more well-known of
these early Credit River citizens were
part of the family of Cornelius and
Bridget Cleary. Cornelius came to the
United States in 1850 from County
Clare in Ireland to escape the potato
famine. He lived in New York for five
years, and worked to pay for his family’s passage to the United States. After
the entire family arrived, they traveled
to Dubuque, Iowa (a common waypoint
for Irish families who were interested
in homesteading in the west), and then
claimed territorial land on the shores of
the lake in Credit River.
There they built a log cabin. The first
church services in the township were
held in the Cleary cabin, along with the
first Credit River municipal elections.
In his 1875 obituary, Cornelius Cleary
was described as “an excellent citizen
and friend,” and “the real first settler of
the town.”
Credit River’s first municipal building was the post office, built in 1856. It
was initially called the New Dublin post
office. The choice of names is not sur-

St. Peter’s Catholic Church served
as a place of worship and social
center for the early settlers of Credit
River Township. (From the Shakopee

Valley News, August 12, 1987)

prising. The vast majority of the township’s early European American settlers were from Ireland, coming to the
United States to escape the famine and
take advantage of the possibility of land
ownership. Land in places like Credit
River went quickly; these early European American settlers lived mostly in
the northern part of the township, which
was almost exclusively Irish. In 1870,
as the final land was claimed, records
show that the township was two-thirds
Irish and 95 percent Catholic.

come through first monthly, then weekly, to perform the service. In the late
1980s, several elderly lifelong residents
recalled that in the winter or during
difficult weather conditions, Sunday
services would begin when the priest
arrived, not at an appointed time. This
meant that they sometimes did not start
until late afternoon.
According to early residents, much
of the town’s social life was centered
around St. Peter’s Church. The church
hosted weddings, banquets, anniversary
celebrations, and card parties. It was not
uncommon for the people in the town
to arrive at Sunday services very early,
and stay several hours after the service
ended to chat with their neighbors.
In the 1920s and ‘30s, the children of
many of the original Credit River families are said to have left the township for
St. Paul, seeking employment and higher wages. In fact, enough Credit River
residents moved to St. Paul in these
years that on March 7, 1940 a “Credit
River Club” was formed in the city.
Former Credit River residents agreed to
hold meetings as well as a large annual
picnic every summer.

Some Dutch families arrive
At that time, several Dutch families moved into the southern part of
the township, and there was apparently
some tension between the original Irish
families and the new Dutch families. A
poem (date unknown) was written by Julius Schnider that detailed life in Credit
Church was township’s focal point
After the post office, the town built River. It tells the story of a confrontaa church. The first church building was tion between young Dutch and Irish
a log cabin built in 1862 on a hill over- residents that was settled by Pat White
looking Cleary Lake. Unfortunately, of White’s General Store -- a brief taste
this early building burned down. The of the poem reads:
township’s second church was completed in 1871 and named St. Peters. It fea- It was then Old Pat stood up and said
tured a hand-carved altar, stained glass Now I’ll skin your hides alive
windows, a choir loft, a sixty five-foot For disturbing six good Irishmen
tower, and a 1200 pound bell. St. Peters While they’re playing forty-five
stood next to where Credit River Cem- For the crime you have committed
etery is now located along Highway 27. Across the river you must go
The church didn’t have a dedicated And he dared them to come back again
priest. Instead, a traveling priest would As he plainly told them so
In his mind he thought as he pondered
deep
For he know down in his heart
There’s peace in Credit River
If the two were kept apart
Then he pleaded with his maker
For the wisdom of his touch
For a plan he had to separate
The Irish from the Dutch
When he reached the final verdict
Let the river be the line
On your own side boys do as you will
But this side, be it mine
Now if you come a courting ‘cross
For just a friendly chat
You’ll find Irish hospitality
Where you are at

Article covering the closure of St
Peter’s Church. From the Jordan
Independent, February 4, 1960.

But if you cross for trouble
As you boys are wont to do
You will quickly find the other side
The safest place for you

Sure as springtime follows winter
Then a band of friendship grew
Soon they all sat down together
While they planned of things to do

Schnieder said in 1987, “There was
always two factions [Irish and Dutch],
but it wasn’t really as bad as I wrote.
You have to spice things up a little to
make them more interesting.”
WWII flyers train on Cleary farm
The township had an important role
during World War II. One hundred acres
in Credit River, part of the Cleary farm,
were used as a military training field.
Novice flyers and flight instructors
would travel there from Fort Snelling
and practice taking off, landing, and
flight maneuvers.
As roads grew better, transportation
easier, and cars more common, many
Credit River residents began traveling
to nearby Prior Lake for errands and
social events – and this was true for religious services as well. The last pastor
at Credit River’s St. Peter’s Church was
named John Deere. He was remembered
by resident Pat Cleary as tall and redheaded, “just the typical Irishman.” As
the congregation dwindled, St. Peter’s
church closed in 1960. Soon after, in
a decision that still saddens many residents, the archdiocese tore the church
down for safety reasons.
The Cleary family land was passed
down through generations. Eventually,
it was sold to the parks department.
Today, it is known as Cleary Lake Regional Park, and features camping, skiing, a golf course, a dog park, and hiking trails.
This research on Credit River was
drawn up by the Scott County Historical
Society for KCHK Radio! Visit https://
kchkradio.net/ to listen to a series of
Township Tuesday reports sharing the
stories of townships and small communities around Scott County.

Credit River to
become a city;
holds election

Following a lengthy process, Credit River Township will be fully incorporated as the City of Credit River on
June 7 after the new mayor and city
councilmembers officially take office.
Residents of Credit River elected
the new city’s first mayor and councilmembers on May 11. Former
Township Board Chair Chris Kostik
was elected mayor, and former Board
members Leroy Schommer and Brent
Lawrence were selected for four-year
council terms. Former Board member
Alan Novak and newcomer Andrew
Stevens were elected to serve the two
two-year councilmember terms.
Scott County will now have eight
cities and ten townships.

Become a member of the
Scott County Historical Society
Great things happen at SCHS through member support – we depend on
you. Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and
members receive a variety of additional benefits. Become a member today!

Memberships: Individual, $30; Student or Senior, $20; Household, $40;
Sponsor, $75; Business, $150. To find out more, visit www.scottcountyhistory.
org or call (952) 445-0378.

The Stans Museum, which
houses the Scott County
Historical Society and its
exhibits, has reopened with
protocols to keep visitors safe.
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Power loading boats causes damage to ramps
“Power loading” is a term used to
describe using the motor to load and unload the boat onto and off the trailer, and
this method can cause damage to launch
ramps that may not be visible from the
surface of the water.
Many of the state’s 3,000 public
launch ramps were not designed to
sustain the forces generated by today’s
larger and more powerful boats -- or the
practice of power loading. Propeller
wash creates a significant force that can
erode the lakebed and create a large hole
at the end of the ramp. Eroded material
is often deposited beyond the ramp to
create a mound, which can result in a
barrier for launching and loading. Boats
and equipment can incur damage if the
boat or lower unit runs aground on the
mound, or if the trailer becomes stuck in
the hole. In the worst cases, the end of

Most public launch ramps were not designed for power loading of boats.
The practice creates large holes at the end of ramps, along with a mound of
eroded material that can damage trailers and boats.

the ramp could collapse, resulting in an
unusable launch ramp. In lower water
conditions, the mound created from propeller wash can obstruct launching and
loading.
Reports of boat trailers getting stuck
in the hole at the end of the ramp at

O’Dowd lake have been common over
the last two years. The County has
received several complaints of boaters falling into a hole at the end of the
launch.
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) crews have been busy rehabili-

tating damaged launch ramps throughout the state. Staff are repairing the
holes and extending the ramps by adding additional concrete planks on some
accesses. When possible, the mounds
are leveled with excavation equipment.
But these launch ramp repairs are time
consuming and expensive.
The DNR recognizes that some boaters are accustomed to power loading.
However, it is preferable that boaters do
not race their engines while on the boat
ramp. Slightly more than idle speed
should be all that is necessary to load
and/or unload the boat. The best practice is for boaters to refrain from power
loading and use the winch to load and
unload their boat.
Reprinted from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources website.

Treat contaminated well
water with professional help

Bring your unwanted
paint to HHW facility
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility collects
many hazardous items, problem materials, and latex and oil-based paints. If
you have some paints to recycle, there
are some things to keep in mind:
• The HHW will take any volume of
paint from a household in small
cans (up to five-gallon buckets).
• We can take empty metal cans
for recycling (empty plastic paint
cans should go in your household
trash).
• Bring paint cans that are full or
partially full with product to the
HHW. Do not dry these paints
out! We have partnered up with
PaintCare Inc., a paint stewardship
program, to provide paint

•

•

recycling options for both the latex
and oil-based paints.
All items transported to the HHW
should be placed in boxes, not in
plastic bags, to prevent spillage and
potentially hazardous conditions.
You will be asked to unload any
items brought in plastic bags
before the HHW staff can accept
them. This includes paints and
other HHW hazardous items.

There is no cost for homeowners to
drop off paint at the HHW, although
for businesses there are fees and additional requirements. For more information, please check the website at www.
scottcountymn.gov/hhw.

Mercury is hazardous;
handle carefully, bring to
HHW facility
Before considered as a hazardous
material, elemental mercury metal was
used in school science labs as an educational tool -- mercury was being handled with no idea as to the danger that
was before them. Elemental mercury
is a shiny, silver-white metal that -- at
room temperature -- is in liquid form.
In fact, mercury has a melting point of
-37.97°F, so it would only be found in a
solid form on the coldest days of winter
here in Minnesota.
Why is elementary mercury dangerous? Obviously, its hazardous when
ingested or absorbed through the skin,
but the most common cause of harm is
by inhalation. Mercury evaporates into
a vapor that -- even at low levels when
inhaled -- can cause a list of negative
health effects.
If you have mercury that is in need of
disposal (the most common forms being
older thermostats and thermometers),
the Scott County Household Hazardous
Waste facility is a great place to properly

dispose of this harmful
metal. If possible, bring
the thermostats together
with all of its parts, including the front plastic
face, intact. If you’re
bringing thermometers with the distinct
silver-colored bulb at the base, please
package them in a soft, secure packing
material to ensure that they won’t break;
if they happen to rupture, they will still
be contained. An example of this is
wrapping them in bubble wrap or paper
towels and then placing in a zip top bag.
Any form or amount of mercury you
have to dispose of is accepted, and we
prefer you to dispose of these materials
properly through our household hazardous waste program. For more information about disposal, the HHW drop-off
location, or any other question relating
to mercury or any other hazardous material, contact the HHW facility at (952)
496-8787.

Well owners who read the SCENE
have probably encountered several articles stressing the importance of getting
well water tested. But what do you do
after you’ve tested… and you receive
results showing an elevated contaminant? Get yourself some water treatment, of course! Unfortunately, it’s not
that easy.
The first step to determining your
water treatment plan is to know what
contaminant you are trying to remove. This information should have
come from your water test (if you had
any elevated results). Depending on
your water quality, you may need to
combine several treatment units into
a treatment system. This site (https://
info.nsf.org/Certified/DWTU/)
helps
you find National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) certified treatment products
for your specific contaminant.
After finding a treatment route for
the specific contaminant, you must then
decide if you want to treat all the water in your house or just your drinking water. Point-of-use and point-ofentry are the two types for home water
treatment. Point-of-use units treat water

at one faucet or one location. Point-ofuse is a good option for treating only the
water you use for drinking and cooking.
Point-of-entry units are installed on the
water line as it enters the home. Pointof-entry units treat all the water in your
home. If budget is a factor in your ultimate decision, point-of-entry are typically more expensive to have installed
than a point-of-use unit.
Now that you have done all your research and chosen a treatment unit, it is
time to get it installed. A plumber or
licensed water treatment professional
should be consulted to ensure proper
installation. After installation, it is important to have your water retested to
be sure your unwanted contaminants
are indeed being removed through your
water treatment. Lastly, be sure to continue to maintain your unit through
regular maintenance (i.e. changing filters, cleaning) for as long as you own it.
For more information on well water
treatment, please visit the Minnesota
Department of Health website at https://
www.health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/factsheet/hometreatment.html.

SWCD rents no-till drills,
grass seeders, more
As conservation farming techniques
become the norm in Scott County, the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) provides the right tools
for the job as part of a robust equipment
rental program. The Scott SWCD’s
equipment rental program is available
for all residents of Scott County, so individuals don’t need to invest in expensive equipment.
The items on the rental list include
a variety of drills and seeders that allow for conservation tillage, cover crop
seeding, native prairie establishment,
and other soil health practices.

The weed wrench can be rented from
the SWCD to remove buckthorn, root
and all, but users still have to provide
the sweat equity.

Conservation tillage, including notill, is becoming more common in Scott
County due to its economic and environmental benefits. No-till leaves productive topsoil in place by keeping crop
residue in the fields. It also increases
the water-infiltration rate of the soil, so
more water is available for plants and
there is less erosion from runoff and
wind.
In addition to large equipment, smaller landscaping equipment is also available for rent. Small equipment includes
loppers, saws, hand seeders, and weed
wrenches. Weed wrenches are equipped
to remove buckthorn, root and all!
The Scott SWCD’s rental program
also includes the technical expertise of
SWCD staff. Throughout the process,
SWCD staff will assist with questions
on equipment use, features, specifications, and more. Large rental equipment
will also be delivered right to your project site, and it will be picked up when
you are finished.
For information on rental rates,
or to be added to the equipment rental schedule, call the Scott SWCD at
(952) 492-5425, or visit scottswcd.org/
equipment-rental.
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The pollinator plantings will be installed this year. Keep an eye out for Lawns
to Legumes signs around Spring Lake.

Pollinator program
form a demonstration neighborhood,
residents from Vergus Avenue immediately responded with their interest.
Within months, the SWCD office heard
from five neighbors who are planning
to install a variety of projects including lakeshore buffers, pollinator pocket
plantings, and raingardens.
Spring Lake residents Sandy and
Greg Sauve were among the first to join
the Demonstration Neighborhood. As
longtime residents, they’ve been pioneers in bringing natural spaces back to
the lake.
“We have watched the transformation of the Morkebergs’ gardens and are
super excited to be partnering with our
neighbors and Scott SWCD as we plan
and plant our pollinator garden.” Sandy
said. “Our mission is to save the bees as
well as ensure that we are doing what
we can to take care of our land and water.” Sandy is an active member in the
Spring Lake Association, and plans to
add areas of pollinator meadow to her
yard for her contribution to the Demonstration Neighborhood.
“In a year full of isolation and distancing, it was inspiring to witness the
partnership among these neighbors.
The people around Spring Lake have a

From page 7

strong bond not only with the lake, but
with each other,” Darley observed.
The pollinator plantings will be installed this spring and summer. Keep an
eye out for Lawns to Legumes signs, and
thank your neighbors for helping to protect endangered species and for planting
locally.
How can you be involved?
Support from Lawns to Legumes
doesn’t stop with just the Demonstration Neighborhood; the Scott SWCD
has funds available for individual landowners around Spring Lake to install
pocket plantings around their home.
Types of plantings can include mailbox
plantings, boulevard plantings, raingardens, lakeshore plantings, and more.
Projects are varied and customizable
for whatever outdoor space you have,
and Scott SWCD technicians are available to help. For more information about
different types of pollinator plantings,
or for more information on the Lawns
to Legumes program, visit http://bwsr.
state.mn.us/l2l. If you or someone you
know has interest in participating in this
program and using Lawns to Legumes
funds, please contact the Scott SWCD
office at (952) 492-5425.

Many options available to manage manure
Hobby and other small-scale farms are a great
source for food and resources in local communities.
But with those resources comes a less-then-pleasant
product: Poop. If you farm, you know that managing
livestock waste is one of the most important things you
can do to ensure the health of your livestock, land, and
nearby water resources. Runoff from improperly managed livestock waste can run off into lakes, rivers, and
streams -- polluting them with excess nutrients and
harmful bacteria. The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) offers free manure management
consulting to all producers in Scott County, which includes everyone from large-scale operations and to the
smallest hobby farm.
There are several ways to best manage livestock
waste, each method with their own pros and cons. No
single option will work in all circumstances, and all
strategies can be paired and combined to work best
with your land.

Manure management on pastures
Keeping your animals on well-maintained pasture is typically the most low-maintenance strategy
if done properly. Livestock will need large areas to
graze, with temporary fencing in place if rotational
grazing is needed. This will result in land rich in plant
growth that can handle the nutrients of raw manure.
Dense green vegetation will also help keep the manure
stable, reducing the chance of waste runoff to local
waterbodies.
It’s important to note that grazing sites should always be kept away from waterbodies. Whether it’s a
creek, river, or pond, there should always be distance
between where livestock graze and where a waterline
begins. Fencing and un-grazed grass strips may be
needed to achieve this.
Composting
If you have animals in confined areas—chickens in

It’s important to manage manure properly to
prevent the chance of runoff to local waterbodies.
Pasture rotation, composting, and removal are all
ways to manage it.

a coop, horses in stalls, or cattle in one defined area—
it’s easy to remove waste and put it to use through composting. Composting speeds the breakdown of organic
matter into a form more useful to soil microbes and
plants. It also reduces manure odors and compresses
its volume.
At its core, composting is the art of getting the right
balance of inputs with regular aeration. Regardless of
the size of your farm, your equipment options, or the
amount of time you can dedicate to it, composting can
be done on any scale. The most common options for
small-farm operations are static piles, windrows, and
three-bin units. Conservationists at the Scott SWCD
can discuss each option to determine the best one for
you.

Stockpiling for later use
Properly storing fertilizer allows for use on a later
date while also preventing manure runoff via rainwater. Proper storage can be achieved in several different
ways. This can be done with concrete or compacted
soil, as long as the surface is firm and tightly packed
together to prevent water from seeping through cracks.
Additional water protection from manure stockpile
areas may also benefit from reinforced walls and a
roof to keep the manure dry. Roofs can be as simple
as a tarp secured around the edges, but it should have
a slope of one to three percent heading towards a grass
buffer so runoff from the roof can efficiently be redirected. Always keep storage away from waterbodies,
well heads, and active floodplains.
When spreading the manure after its storage, break
up clumps and expose as much area as possible to the
elements. Grazing animals can also help break up and
spread clumps effectively, but—unless the manure
was previously dried—keep livestock off the pasture
for several weeks to allow parasites to die off if your
animal species have sensitivity to manure parasites.
Removing manure
If there is excess accumulation of manure, then
removal of that excess waste might be the best option. You can hire manure haulers, but other options
are available too. If the manure is composted, you can
donate or sell it to gardeners, landscapers, or farmers
without livestock.
Picking the best plan for you
Manure management can be done in many different
ways. When done properly, it protects our waterbodies
from harmful bacteria pollution. For free manure management consulting, contact the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District at (952) 492-5425.
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Meet your elected Scott SWCD Board members
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a political subdivision of the state of Minnesota established in 1941 to provide a wide variety
of technical, financial, scientific, and
educational services to assist landowners and other local units of government
conserve our beautiful County’s land,
water, and related natural resources.
The SWCD Board of Supervisors is responsible for setting policies and overall direction for the SWCD’s programs
and services, as well as providing a regular liaison channel for the communities
they serve.
Last November, Supervisors Gary
Hartmann (District I), Jim Fitzsimmons
(District IV), and Robert Casey (District
V) were re-elected to additional fouryear terms. At their first meeting in January, the Board elected their officer positions and made appointments to vari-

ous working committees. Rob Casey of
Credit River accepted the Board Chair
position and was assigned to three different committees including Education,
Tree, and Equipment Rental.
Doug Schoenecker, a New Prague
resident, accepted the Vice Chair position and was assigned to the Financial
Committee.
Gary Hartmann of Shakopee accepted the Secretary/Treasurer position and
was assigned to the Finance Committee,
and will serve as the Board’s liaison to
the Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE).
Linda Brown, Elko New Market,
was assigned to the Personnel Committee along with Jim Fitzsimmons of Prior
Lake. Fitzsimmons will also serve as
liaison to the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District.
Regular meetings of the Board occur

on the third Tuesday of each month and
are open to the public. Regular meetings
begin at 9 a.m. at the Scott Extension

Watershed districts have funds
available for conservation projects
Many residents of Scott County call
the Prior Lake/Spring Lake and Sand
Creek Watersheds home. Beautiful
shorelines and gently flowing streams
are highly-valued features of the land,
and the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (Scott SWCD) has been
awarded funds to carry-out conservation-minded projects that make sure
those natural wonders remain.
In January 2020, the Scott SWCD
was awarded two grants from the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources to continue implementing conservation projects in the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake (PLSL) and Sand Creek Watersheds. Watersheds refer to areas of land
that channel rainfall or snowmelt into
creeks, streams, and rivers. A corner
of shoreline in Spring Lake is an active participant in the PLSL Watershed;
the meandering section of Sand Creek
crossing the dog park in Jordan—including the land covering the dog park’s
boundaries—is part of the Sand Creek
Watershed. Water that falls into these
systems will eventually make their way
into the Minnesota River.
The grants awarded totaled over
$500,000, and as of May 2021, $271,000
is still available.
The grants awarded to the Scott
SWCD are funded through the Clean
Water Fund portion of the Minnesota

Grants are available to implement conservation projects in the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake and Sand Creek Watersheds. Interested landowners may apply now.

Clean Water Land and Legacy Amendment. Funds go directly towards implementing projects that will improve local
water quality in collaboration with its
partners: The Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District (PLSLWD) and the
Scott Watershed Management Organization (SWMO). Examples include
grassed waterways, shoreline stabilization, native prairie instillations, cover
crops, water and sediment control basins, and wetland restoration. Conservation projects can be accomplished by
anyone—regardless of experience—

with the right resources
and support.
This
conservation
funding is available to
any landowner within
the Sand Creek or Prior
Lake/Spring Lake Watersheds. If you reside
within the applicable
boundaries and are interested in implementing a conservation
project on your property, contact the
Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425
or online at scottswcd.org.

and Conservation Center on the Scott
County Fairgrounds, 7151 W 190th St,
Jordan.

Grants available
in Vermillion River
Watershed District

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization have additional grant funds
available through 2021 for conservation practices and for upgrading failing septic systems. This is an ongoing
program, but this is the final year for
additional funds to be available for the
Vermillillion Watershed area of Scott
County. Over 15 different water quality practices are eligible; however, the
most popular are water quality filter
strips, native prairies, wetland restorations, water and sediment control basins, and grade stabilizations.
To be eligible for the program, the
land must be within the Vermillion
River Watershed boundary. (See map at
www.vermillionwatershed.org.). Interested parties and organizations with potential projects should contact the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425.
Septic replacement grants
If you live in New Market township
within the Vermillion watershed and
have a failing septic system, grant funds
are available through 2021 to help replace your system. Contact Mary VonEschen, Scott County Environmental
Health department, for more information at (952) 496-8344.

Sign up for cover crop
aerial seeding by August
If you’re looking for an easy way to
incorporate cover crops into your operation this year, the Scott SWCD will
once again be partnering with an aerial
applicator to seed cover crops onto local
farmers’ fields this August.
This will be the fourth year in a row
that the service is being provided. Last
year, 341 acres of cover crops were aerial seeded throughout the County. The
cooperation between the Scott SWCD,
Le Sueur SWCD, and participating
farmers made the seeding last year
quick and successful.

The beneﬁts of aerial seeding
In most corn and soybean operations,
crop fields are left bare from late fall,
all throughout winter, and into early
spring. Fields are left with little protection against erosion. However, through
aerial seeding, fields are given cover
during the winter. That cover—consisting of species like winter cereal grains
and radishes—holds soil in place where
it otherwise would have been eroded

away by the
melting snow.
The chosen
seed mixes
are also tolerant to Minnesota’s cold
winters and
Aerial seeding plane will begin to
grow again in early spring.
How to sign up for aerial seeding
If you’re interested in aerial seeding cover crops on your fields this year,
contact Scott SWCD Ag Program Specialist Diann Korbel at (952) 492-5414
or at dkorbel@scottswcd.org. Requests
must be made before August 1 to ensure
you are put on the seeding list. Aerial
seeding typically occurs between late
August and early September. The Scott
SWCD will not only help you schedule
your seeding, they will also help you
design and implement your entire cover
crop plan. Financial incentives may be
available as well.

