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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Farm Family of the Year
Meierbachtols of Belle Plaine
receive 2021 honor
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No more!

Sexual Assault Response Team
of Scott County works to assist
victims, prevent more cases
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A mural designed and painted by local artist Greg Preslicka was recently completed in the main entrance of the
expanded Scott County Government Center in Shakopee. The painting depicts both past and present features
within the County.

Art that tells a story

Mural depicts past, present of Scott County

Establishing a prairie
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Frost seeding project brings
lovely blooms, grasses
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When proposals for a 25x21-foot mural on an entrance
wall of the new Scott County Government Center West were
being sought, Greg Preslicka of Savage said he was excited
to submit several ideas.
“I’ve lived in Scott County most of my life, and I know
a lot of its history and I’ve been learning more with each
project,” said the local artist, who completed murals for several local cities before undertaking a design for the County
project.
A committee sorted through over a dozen submissions
from different artists in 2020 and selected Preslicka’s proposal, designed to represent Scott County today and in the
past. It prominently features the Minnesota River because
of its significance to the county, but also for its symbolism,
said Preslicka. “Rivers signify the passage of time. The Minnesota River was a significant reason the Dakota lived here
and the towns of Shakopee, Jordan, Savage, and Belle Plaine

formed. It provided both transportation and resources,” he explained.
A QR code will be placed near the painting in the
main entrance of the Government Center West that will
allow cell phone users to click to find out information
about the mural.
Preslicka further describes his painting: On the
bank of the river are three trees. An old sturdy tree,
with signs of wear, on the left represents the past. An
eagle rests on its branch. On the right is a mature tree
in its prime, standing strong and sturdy. In the center
is a young tree with its bright green new leaves, representing the future. Leaning against it is a child fishing
in the center, to show that as it grows it fills the scene,
overtaking the past and the present.
Across the river is a stylized view of the County
MURAL to Page 3

Vaccinations save lives;
‘herd immunity’ increases
You can’t turn on the television, look at social media, or read
a newspaper without seeing something about vaccinations. While
they are big news today, vaccinations have been saving lives for
centuries. Edward Jenner, known as the “father of vaccines,” first
tested a method to protect against smallpox back in 1796. This scientific approach was further developed throughout the 20th century
to protect against diseases like pertussis, measles, and hepatitis.
Throughout time, “new” diseases have emerged and the medical community has used tried-and-true scientific methods to create
mixtures to fight, and ultimately eradicate, them. There are 26 different vaccines used in the United States, with COVID-19 being
the 27th. The success of these vaccines is evident when you look
at diseases such as smallpox, polio, diphtheria, and tetanus. While
deaths from these illnesses are basically non-existent in the United
States, countries with low vaccination rates suffer staggering death
counts.
Diseases are a living virus with one main purpose: To continue to live and spread. To achieve this, viruses use their ability to
change, or mutate, to find hosts without immunity. The COVID-19
Delta variant is a perfect example of a virus’s ability to mutate.
VACCINES to Page 7
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Federal funds will aid recovery

As we transition from our lovely summer months into a beautiful Minnesota autumn, work at the Scott County Government Center continues in earnest. As of this
writing, the Scott County Board is beginning discussions on the use of American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. These are the federal funds that were designated
to help move us forward as we hope and plan to leave the COVID pandemic in our
rearview mirror. But the battle is far from over: Unfortunately, as we were lifting
the peacetime emergency, Scott County found itself in an elevated state of COVID
transmissibility risk by the Center for Disease Control (CDC).**
The ARPA funds have been allocated for some very specific uses; the County
Board has some discretion over their investment, but we must still meet some specific guidelines. More specifically:
The funds may be spent by local agencies to offset public health and economic impacts of COVID-19. In order to be eligible for the funding, expenditures must be used for one of the following reasons:
• To respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic
impacts
• To respond to workers performing essential work during the
COVID-19 public health emergency by providing premium pay to
eligible workers
• For the provision of government services to the extent of the
reduction in revenue due to the COVID-19 public health emergency
relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year prior
to the emergency
• To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband
infrastructure
As we’ve discovered, one of the areas of our business particularly hard hit by
the pandemic is the Court system. The County Board and the state of Minnesota have both identified, and are making investments in staffing levels to tackle, a
rather significant backlog in this system. These dollars will help get cases resolved
sooner and families/victims moving forward versus sitting and anticipating a pending court case.
Another area that the ARPA funds will be used is in re-establishing our personal
protective equipment (PPE) stockpile. Scott County provided masks and other
equipment to multiple senior living homes, hospitals, and other requesters over the
past year, and these funds allow us to replace some of this equipment for future
needs as well. Other areas that have been identified revolve around the need for
housing, additional mental health services, and literacy/educational supports
for youth impacted by the pandemic.
Of course, part of the administration of these funds will include a process for
public participation. We’re beginning to evaluate different methods for gathering public input, including collaborating with our cities and non-profits to move
strategic goals of the Board forward. In addition, for those who cannot (or prefer
not to) attend any in-person meeting or event – or simply want to avail themselves
of every tool we provide for public discussion -- we will use our online town hall
forum “Speak Up, Scott County” later this year.
Another significant milestone this summer was the opening of the Family Resource Centers (FRCs) in the cities of Prior Lake, Shakopee, and Jordan. (See
information at right.) Through the significant efforts of Children’s Services Manager Suzanne Arntson, Scott County received two grants to allow these FRCs to
open in late summer. The approach of the FRC model is based on best practices:
The centers -- a product of partnerships among the County, non-profits, and faith
communities in our area -- are located in three cities in the County for people to access needed services and get questions answered. Please check our website (www.
scottcountymn.gov/frc) and social media for current hours and services available.
** Remember: The biggest weapon in our arsenal to defeat this virus is
vaccination. Scott County continues to offer vaccination clinics; Visit our website
at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/336/Public-Health for up-to-date information.

The Elko Speedway is the newest site of a St. Paul Farmers Market.

St. Paul Farmers Market open
Thursdays in Elko New Market

The St. Paul Farmers Market opened
a new location in Elko New Market. The
market takes place on Thursdays from 2
to 6 p.m. at the Elko Speedway (26350
France Avenue, just south of County
Road 2).
Visitors will find a mix of local pro-

duce, flowers, humanely raised meats,
eggs, honey, baked goods, pickles, salsa, and other specialty foods.
The Elko-New Market St. Paul
Farmers Market is open through Thursday, Oct. 14.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Citizen input sought for
park on Spring Lake
People have grown fond of Spring
Lake Regional Park for its paved walking and biking paths that meander
through the maple-basswood forests to
get out and explore nature year-round.
With the addition of some picnic tables
and a new trail connection from Stemmer Ridge Road, and the recent addition of the City of Prior Lake’s pickle
ball facility next door, more people are
passing through to enjoy the park. The
park has really come a long way since it
opened in 2012, but what if we told you
it was about to grow even more?
There’s more to come at Spring Lake
Regional Park! There is a 14-acre undeveloped portion of parkland adjacent
to Spring Lake that is primed for more
amenities for park users to experience
the beauty of the area. The site, located
on the northern shore of Spring Lake
and south of County Road 12, has one
central hill and two small wetlands, but
is otherwise relatively flat and has immense potential as a community gathering place. Currently, there is a gravel
parking area and some unmaintained
paths along the shore.
The master plan for the park envisioned this space to be an actively-used
area with its own (more formal) parking; a play area for little ones; a shelter
for family gatherings or perhaps even
a small wedding; and abundant connection points to the lake through fishing piers, a canoe launch, or benches
and observation areas providing scenic
views of the water.
While these plans are exciting, the
full vision of the park will take several years to implement. This fall, Scott
County Parks and Trails staff will be
kicking off a design process for the first
stage of the lakefront parcel. Engineering and design will determine what
areas are suitable for development,
and access to the water will take some
creative thinking (as it has a relatively
steep grade).
Phase I is slated to for design start-

A 14-acre park on Spring Lake is
planned. Public input is sought.

ing later this year and into 2022. Construction is estimated to take place in
2023 and 2024, with a grand opening
in 2025. This phase will likely bring a
combination of parking, woodland enhancements, and walking trails as well
as some level of water access – though
staff would like your help in determining what should be prioritized. A planning site has been set up to help gather
community input at letstalkthreerivers.
org/spring-lake-regional-park.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•

•

The park is guided by the master plan to someday include:
Family picnic areas
Fishing platform
Observation deck with canoe/
kayak dock
Natural shoreline plantings
Woodland enhancements
Youth play area
Open green/lawn space for
flexible use
Paved trail loop
Maintain a snowmobile
connection (currently exists)
Driveway entrance and parking
lot
Restrooms
Four-season pavilion with
group reservation space, group
picnicking and food prep areas,
a meeting area, and a formal
plaza
A grade-separated crossing of
County Road 12

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through December 2021

September 7		
September 21		

---

County Board meeting
County Board meeting

October 5		
October 19		
October 26		

----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

November 2		
November 16		
November 19		

----

Community Health Board/ County Board meets
County Board Meeting
2021 County Board Planning Workshop

December 2		
December 2		
December 14		

----

County Board (3 p.m.)
Proposed Tax Meeting (6 p.m.)
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board of Commissioners meets typically on the first and third
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Upcoming meeting dates are listed above. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, we recommend citizens take precautions and attend remotely if possible. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view Board
agendas, minutes of previous meetings, and live and on-demand videos of Board
meetings. For further information about Board meetings, contact County Administration at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want
to serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens
to serve on advisory committees. For more information on each board or to apply
to serve on a committee, visit the www.scottcountymn.gov and click on “Get Involved.” The deadline to apply is Nov. 1, 2021. Please note that some of the vacancies may have incumbents who may be eligible for reappointment.
If you have further questions, please contact Cara Madsen at (952) 496-8169
or cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us. To find out in which district you live, visit pollfinder.
sos.state.mn.us.
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Autumn events in Scott County

Even though there’s a definite
autumnal nip in the air these days,
there’s still time to attend a variety
of festivals, get acquainted with other
Scott County residents, and spend
time with old friends. Below is a
schedule of some of the upcoming
local events in and around your community.
Please there’s
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Autumn events in Scott County

Community Development Agency (CDA) -- Two vacancies (one each in Commissioner
Districts 3 and 4). Creating a vision to pursue opportunities for economic growth, develop
pathways for residents to have affordable homes, and cooperate with communities to design
achievable goals that support all people’s lives in Scott County.
Extension Committee -- Three vacancies (one each in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, and
4). Assisting in improving the quality of life and enhancing the economy and environment
through education and applied research in partnership with the University of Minnesota.
Human Services Resource Council -- Nine vacancies (one in Commissioner District 1;
two each in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5). Supporting the mission to advance
safe, healthy, and livable communities through citizen focused services.
Library Board of Advisors – two vacancies (one each in Commissioner Districts 1 and
3). Carrying out a variety of responsibilities to ensure that the library operates from a solid
and trusted foundation shaped by the community it serves.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council -- Nine vacancies (can reside in any
Commissioner District). This is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council
with an emphasis on Mental Health services.
Parks Advisory Commission -- Seven vacancies (one in each Commissioner District,
and two at-large). Providing leadership and direction in the areas of parks, trails, and open
space planning and implementation.
Personnel Board of Appeals -- One vacancy (can reside in any Commissioner District).
Making findings and reporting to the County Board upon the filing of an appeal by an
applicant, employee, or appointing authority under certain circumstances.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission -- three
vacancies (must reside within this watershed district). Providing oversight on policy
issues such as budget, plan, and program priorities and implementing the Comprehensive
Water Resource Management Plan.
Vermillion River Watershed Management Organization (WMO) -- one vacancy
(must reside within this watershed district). Giving guidance regarding the watershed
management plan while developing an annual work plan/budget recommending action
regarding disputes.

Master Gardeners can help!

Carver-Scott County Master Gardeners are available to help you with your
fall gardening and landscaping cleanup questions. Not quite sure how to put
your gardens to bed for the long winter ahead? We can answer your questions.
Please call the Yard & Garden Line at (952) 466-5308 or email gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.org.

ed in a future issue, and be sure to
check your local papers and community websites for further details!

old
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Sept. 17: Dozínky Classic Car Cruise, Main St. W., New Prague
Sept. 17 - 18: Dozinky Czech Harvest Festival, Main St. W., New Prague
Sept. 19: Fall Festival, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 313 2nd St. E.,
Jordan, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visit sjbjordan.org for more information
Oct. 7: Ladies Night Out, 5 p.m.— 8 p.m., 101, 1836, Main St. E., New
Prague
Oct. 9: Scenic Byway River Run, 401 N Cedar St., Belle Plaine
Oct. 23: Elko New Market Halloween Party, 10 a.m. – 12 noon, Eagle
View Elementary School, 25600 Nevada Avenue, Elko New Market
Nov. 20: 5K Turkey Trot and Kids Fun Run through the rolling hills of the
Meadows at Mystic Lake. Visit daktoahsport.com/turkeytrot for information
Dec. 3: Holiday Parade of Lights & Celebration, New Prague Memorial
Park

2021 Scott County Senior Expo

Friday, October 22, 2021 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Event includes: Continental breakfast, vendor
exhibits, entertainment, lunch, prize drawings,
health screenings, and keynote speaker, Bobby
Jensen, Master Gardener, Grow with KARE on
KARE 11
Registration deadline:
Oct. 8
Event Location:
Twin Oaks Middle School Register Online: www.
shakopeemn.gov/
15860 Fish Point Rd. SE
registration
Prior Lake

Board of Adjustment/Planning Advisory Commission -- Seven vacancies (one in each
Commissioner District, two at-large). The purpose of the Board of Adjustment is to issue
variance from the terms set forth in the County Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Advisory
Commission reviews all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, land
subdivisions, and ordinance amendments in the townships and makes recommendations to
the County Board.
Community Corrections Advisory Board -- Four vacancies (one each in Commissioner
Districts 1, 2, 3, and 4). Making recommendations regarding community corrections and
assists in the development, implementation, and annual update of the comprehensive plan
for correctional programs and services.

Heimatfest car cruise

Bobby Jensen

Fee: $15

For more information, call (952)496-8169 or
email cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us

Mural

Mail: Shakopee
Community Center,
1225 Fuller St.,
Shakopee, MN 55329
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with people walking and driving, farms,
houses, grain elevators, parks, and office buildings. In the river heading off
to the left is a canoe, representing the
Native American history. The scenes
and buildings were painted to reflect the
communities and industry of the cities
and townships. (They are not necessarily direct representations.) The hope is
that people from different communities
in Scott County will see something that
they can identify with their community,
like the depot, the grain elevator, or the
cabin.
A graphic designer by training and
profession, Preslicka was accustomed
to working on a computer. “But I like
to actually paint,” he said. After doing
some whimsical murals in his children’s
bedroom over a dozen years ago, he decided to start seeking opportunities to
design and paint large public murals,

many of which are now prominently
featured in communities throughout the
region.
When painting a mural, he always
begins by placing pieces of paper and
dots on the wall for a grid, to make sure
the scene will turn out proportional. He
then brushes in a sketch before he starts
filling in the detail, working from upper right to lower left. He usually has
to work from a lift, and this project
required him to be in a raised bucket
much of the time. “I usually don’t go
much higher than 20 feet,” said Preslicka, who spent seven full days – most of
them while the Government Center was
open for business – painting the scene.
The public is invited to view the mural by entering through the new Government Center West entrance located on
Fourth Avenue in Shakopee.

Sight in guns for hunting season
Public shooting for rifle and shotgun slug sight-in
is scheduled at the SCALE Regional Training Facility on Saturday, Oct. 23 from 12 noon – 4 p.m. and
Sunday, Oct. 31 from 12 noon – 3 p.m.
The fee to use the facility range is $15 for 20 minutes of shooting time. Hearing protection and safety
glasses are required; call (952) 496-8948 to make
an appointment. Check the RTF website at www.
scottcountymn.gov/rtf for additional info. For questions or more information, please contact Mike Briese, Facility Manager, at (952) 496-8948 or via email
at mbriese@co.scott.mn.us.

Make an appointment
now at the SCALE
Regional Training
Facility.
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Meierbachtols honored as Farm Family of the Year

The Meierbachtol farm operation
consists of three brothers and their families: John and Kate; Donald and Margaret and their sons, Mark and Michael;
Dale and Kim, and their son Adam.
Meierbachtol Farms had humble beginnings on the rolling hills along the
Minnesota River in Scott County. Martin Meierbachtol was able to expand the
acreage and was the patriarch of this
third-generation farm. His son, Ray,
hauled cattle to South Saint Paul and
brought farm goods and groceries back
to Belle Plaine. Ray later expanded
into a grain-hauling business and longer
trips to haul livestock. Ray and his sons,
John Donald and Dale, farmed side-byside until Ray’s retirement. Then the
brothers took over the operation. The
Meierbachtols’ current farm enterprise
consists of corn, soybeans, feeding of
Holstein steers, and a pastured cow/calf
business.
All family members work together,
keeping the line of communication open

bluff areas including terraces and water
sediment basins.
The family was very involved in FFA
and 4-H, and are now members of the
Minnesota Farm Bureau and the Minnesota Corn Growers Association. John
and Donald are members of the Scott
County Pork Producers and Dale is supervisor for Blakeley Township, and the
families were awarded the Scott County
Conservationists of the Year in 2006
and 2013. Congratulations, and thank
you for your contribution to Minnesota
agriculture!

The Meierbachtol family has a third generation farm in rural Belle Plaine.
Pictured are (front row, l. to r.) Kim, Margaret, and Kate and (back row, l. to r.)
Dale, Don, and John Meierbachtol.

in good times and bad. They prioritize
the work tasks every day, and are very
thankful for good family, friends, and
neighbors.

The Meierbachtols have worked
with the Scott County SWCD to implement many conservation practices on
the farm to reduce soil erosion in the

For over 40 years, the University
of Minnesota Extension Farm Family Recognition Program honors farm
families. Locally, the Scott County Extension Committee accepts nominations
and selects farm families for this honor.
To submit a nomination, contact Colleen Carlson, Extension Educator, at the
Scott County Extension Office.

County Fair is time honored tradition; well attended

After the cancellation of county fairs across
the state in 2020, the importance and significance of these age-old gatherings became more
prevalent than ever this year. County fairs are
not just for rural communities… nor are they
just about livestock, although they can be! The
Scott County Fair is an excellent example of a
blending of rural and suburban communities
coming together to have some summer fun and
show off some livestock. County fairs, specifically the Scott County Fair, have many important attributes.
Bringing people together
If you ask anyone at the Scott County Fair
why they attend, one of the primary answers
includes spending time with friends and family. The Scott County Fair provides a space
and time where people can come together, have
some fun, and make lasting memories.
Educating about agriculture
The Scott County Fair’s location provides
an opportunity for “city slickers” who’ve never
seen a cow up close before and lifelong farmers to come together to learn and exhibit livestock. Regardless of your background, everyone walks away learning something new about
the important field of agriculture.

Supporting local businesses
We pride ourselves on the ability to help
and support local businesses by accepting local food vendors and businesses into our Fair.
Working together with members of the community makes the Scott County Fair even
more special, and helps our ability to grow.
Displaying talents
The Creative Arts and 4-H building are always packed with a variety of artwork, crafted
items, baked goods, flowers, and much more.
The Scott County Fair also provides other outlets for community members to display their
interests and talents just about everywhere, including our grandstand events, amateur talent
show, bean bag tournament, and others.
Creating new opportunities
The Scott County Fair is full of opportunities for everyone. We’re proud to provide
a space where Fairgoers can experience new
foods, interact with new people, learn about
different topics, and much more. We look forward to seeing everyone again next year —
July 27-31, 2022. Be sure to follow the Scott The Miracle of Birth Center in the cattle barn at the Scott County
County Fair on Facebook and Instagram for Fair is always a big attraction for young and old alike. This kid
goat was one of several born during the Fair, along with chicks,
more Fair updates!
piglets, calves, and sheep.

Photo by Natalie Rae’s Country Photography

Photo by Natalie Rae’s Country Photography

4-Hers bring entries,
enjoy fair experiences

Scott County youth enjoyed the Five Best Days of Summer at
this year’s Scott County Fair. More than 100 youth participated in
judging and exhibition, totaling nearly 650 projects. 4-H projects
are an opportunity for youth to use hands-on techniques to explore
their interests, gain skills, and learn about the world around them.
Scott County members received judging and feedback on both
livestock and non-livestock projects, with 99 projects receiving
the highest honor of a purple Grand Champion ribbon. Fifty Scott
County 4-H members moved on to exhibit their projects at statelevel judging opportunities, including the Minnesota State Fair.
Above left, 4-Hers lined up their heifer dairy cows for judging;
above right, participants modeled outfits in the dress review;
at left, Vivian B. from Shakopee gave her goat some TLC, and
at right, a young 4-Her received encouragement from a judge.

Photo by Natalie Rae’s Country Photography
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Finalists in FAST-TRACK
Challenge compete Oct. 21

The 5th Annual Scott County FASTTRACK Challenge will be held in Prior
Lake City Hall on Thursday, October 21
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Finalists in this
year’s “Shark Tank”-like business competition will be pitching their business
ideas to a panel of judges and competing
for start-up funds and professional business services valued at $15,000.
Information on the Scott County
FAST-TRACK Challenge -- including
information on the finalists, judges,

and sponsors -- may be found at www.
ScottCountyFastTrack.com. Links to
videos from past year’s pitches may
also be viewed. This year’s event will
be open to the public; please register,
though, as seating is limited. A registration link may be found on the website.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge, contact Jo Foust at
(952) 496-8830 or via email at jfoust@
scottfss.org.

Scott County Center for
Entrepreneurship opens
The Scott County CDA has expanded its programming to include a County-wide business accelerator program,
available to first-stage businesses with
a desire to obtain mentorship, access
resources and work in a collaborative
environment. The program, which is an
expansion of the previous “Technology
Village Accelerator” in Prior Lake, offers options of leased office space or a
virtual membership. Both options provide business partners with access to
meeting space, a commercial mailbox,
and mentorship at the new facility (4601
Dean Lakes Boulevard, Shakopee).
There are also opportunities to lease an
office space, ranging from 125 to 295
square feet.
The Scott County Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) is located within
the 100,000-square-foot office building owned by SW Metro Intermediate
School District. Located on the second
level, business partners have an opportunity to collaborate with one another as
well as with career and technical training participants; several college classrooms are also located in the facility.

A Board of Advisors and Mentors,
which consists of experienced business
leaders from a variety of industries (including real estate investment, health
care technology, digital marketing, technology, business software, finance, and
start-ups) are available to assist businesses. Current Advisors and Mentors
include Adam Proehl, Gerry Hughes,
Dave Rech, Dave Chromy, Sarah Jones,
Brian Hermann, Dan Stratton, and Terri
Gulstad.
The CDA will be seeking additional
advisors and mentors from around Scott
County in 2022. Business professionals
interested in serving in this capacity are
asked to contact the CFE.
The Center for Entrepreneurship also
coordinates the annual Scott County
FAST-TRACK Business Challenge and
offers free business advisory services for
Scott County businesses through NextStage MN. For more information on the
Scott County Center for Entrepreneurship and the Accelerate Program, contact Jo Foust at (952) 496-8830 or via
email at jfoust@scottfss.org or Stacy
Crakes at scrakes@scottfss.org.

Heading to the HHW Facility?
Follow these helpful tips

Do you have household paint, hazardous chemicals, electronics, appliances, tires? Are you looking to dispose of
them in a safe and environmentally proper way? Look no further than the Scott
County Hazardous Household Waste Facility (HHW). The facility is located at
588 Country Trail E. in Jordan, just west
of the Highway 13/282 junction. The
HHW has a 24-hour information line at
(952) 496-8787 as well as a website at
www.scottcountymn.gov/HHW with all
the most up-to-date HHW details, including closures, appointments, costs,
hours, and an option to leave a voicemail
if you have additional questions. Most
calls will be returned within a couple of
days.

Please make sure to follow these
simple procedures for an enjoyable
and safe visit to the HHW:
• Do not wait on the main road
(Highway 282), but instead use the
frontage road.
• Read and follow the instructions of
all posted signs.
• Listen and follow the instructions
of HHW staff. They prioritize

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
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Local farm to host Military
Appreciation Day Sept. 18
The Disabled American Veterans of
Minnesota (Minnesota DAV) is set to
host their second annual “Military Appreciation Family Day at the Farm” to
acknowledge and thank our disabled
American veterans who continue to sacrifice past their days of active service.
Sutton Ridge Farms has volunteered
to open their property for this delightful day of fun, family, and community.
Military members, as well as the general
public, are invited to attend on Saturday,
Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jennifer Jensen -- farmer, owner, and
operator of Sutton Ridge Farm -- stated,
“We, along with our community, are
seeking to be a blessing to our military
veterans and thank them with a day of
honor and enjoyment.” This event not
only provides support to families of all
military members and veterans, but also
increases awareness of the services offered by Minnesota DAV and presents a
variety of available resources.
Activities offered at the event
include:
• Encouraging speakers from
WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War,
Desert Storm and Global War on
Terrorism
• Flag raising ceremony by the

The Jordan Honor Guard participated
in the 2020 Military Appreciation Day.

•
•
•
•
•

Jordan Veterans Color Guard
Live musical performances by
international jazz artist, Johnny
Holliday and Willie Moore
Kids boot camp, featuring a
60-foot-long obstacle course with
inflatable climbing wall
Various farm activities including
sheep shearing, cow milking,
woodturning, and corn shelling
Lunch catered by Mr. Pig Stuff,
serving BBQ pork and chicken
Hay wagon rides, interactive world
military map, local vendors, and
more!

This event is free to all military
members, $7 for military families, $14
for the public, and free for children age
five and under. To learn more and register, visit at davmn.org/events. (Registration deadline is Sept. 13.)
Saturday, Sept. 18: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.,
gates open at 9:30 a.m.
Sutton Ridge Farm, 1500 West 200th
Street, Jordan, MN 55352

Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

In-person appointments, transports resume

Scott County Veterans Service has some changes to report to the veterans and
dependents
we’re here to serve. First, we are easing some of the restrictions put
your safety and the safety of
in
place
due
to the COVID pandemic. We’re now able to see veterans and depenothers.
dents
for
in-person
appointments. We are, however, requiring that appointments be
Do not place all your chemicals
made,
and
masks
will
still be required.
and paint in a garbage bag – it
Second,
we’re
in
a
new location! Our office is in the new Government Cencreates a potential chemical and
ter
West
building;
we’re
the first office at the Atwood Street entrance, at the west
safety hazard. Use carboard boxes
end of the facility on the main floor. We can still take claims virtually through
and keep everything upright.
Do not mix your batteries and light phone, email, mail, and fax as we have been doing since the outbreak last spring.
Our office phone number is (952)
bulbs in the same container.
496-8176.
Inform HHW staff of any
Additionally, our veterans’ VA
unknown/unusual chemicals or
medical transportation program
sharps.
is now fully operational – and
Sharps are accepted only in the
this is a door-to-door service (we
approved red sharps containers.
The HHW does not accept trash or pick you up from and drop you
off at your home). We transport
solid waste of any kind.
The Reuse room has a limit of only for VA medical facility appointments Monday through Thursday Annetta drives veterans to their medical
10 free items per person.
each week, and our new bus is a appointments in this new bus.
The HHW is usually busiest when
nice upgrade from our old one. While we’re operating at full capacity, masks are
it opens. Consider arriving later.
County policies restrict what HHW required. Call the office to make an appointment for transportation for your VA
staff are allowed to lift. Therefore, medical appointments: We request that appointments be between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
so our vets are not getting up too early or home very late.
bring someone with you if you
The VA has opened a new clinic in Shakopee at 1555 Lusitano Street. Along
have heavy items to lift.
with a new location, they also have a different phone number: (612) 629-7109. The
Make sure all gasoline and oil are
new clinic is a great facility, and it’s fantastic the VA has made this investment to
drained from small engines.
provide veterans with medical care in Scott County and the surrounding area. Note:
Remove any ballasts from light
fixtures. Bring them in unattached. They are continuing to provide COVID vaccine to veterans and dependents.
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Fall in the Parks
While the summer season might be behind us, don’t forget to stop
by the regional parks and trails to enjoy everything that fall has to offer!
The turf trails at Cleary Lake Regional Park are great places to catch
the first glimpse of fall colors and explore the quieter sides of the park.
The trails are lit at night, so don’t let the shortening days stop you. Even
though the boat rentals are no longer available, there are other types of
equipment that you can rent, including volleyballs, horseshoes and more.
Book a tee time for you and your family for a round of FootGolf at
Cleary Lake. Played on the regular golf course, FootGolf uses a soccer
ball and larger holes and is a new way to experience the park.
If trails are more your thing, visit the new wayfinding kiosks and
improved signage in downtown Shakopee on the Big Woods Regional
Trail (previously Scott West).
Finally, mark your calendars for September 25 from 11 AM–3 PM
for the third annual Spring Lake TrailGate event at Spring Lake
Regional Park. This free, family-friendly event has various recreational
and nature-based activities you will not want to miss.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine
resources to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

Programs
Play outside, discover wild spaces or try something new this fall!
Explore on guided hikes, go for a moon-lit paddle, volunteer to
collect prairie seeds and more! New offerings added each month.
Find your next adventure today at ThreeRiversParks.link/Programs

Translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated into
24 languages. Select the language at the
bottom of each page.
Translation by phone at:
763-559-6700

Parks

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

The Landing

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071 | 763-694-7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers fishing,
picnic areas, a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for hiking, a canoe
launch and beach.

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379 | 763-694-7784
Visit The Landing to discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives
on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline
from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. The park offers a trail along the
river, picnic areas and fishing opportunities.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for everyone.
Amenities include a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of paved trail around Cleary
Lake, 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, beach, lighted cross-country ski trails
and more.

Share Your Vision!
We are in the middle of updating the Cleary Lake Regional Park Master Plan! We
want your feedback on the design concepts based on the community suggestions
we have received throughout the earlier stages of the planning process. Visit
LetsTalkThreeRivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan for more details.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378 | 763-694-7777
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges, hilly
terrain and an extensive lush forest. This park is a favorite spot for mountain bikers,
hikers, horseback riders and experienced cross-country skiers. With the exception of
the trails and 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park remains in a natural state, making it
a great location for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park
15851 Skuya Drive NW, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a
10-acre dog off-leash area. Walkers, bikers and in-lines skaters enjoy rolling hills,
woods and meadows.

Share Your Vision!
We are beginning the final phase of the Spring Lake Regional Park Development
Master Plan for the Lakefront section of the park. Give us your feedback on the
design at LetsTalkThreeRivers.org.

ScottCountyMN.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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“We Believe You” collaborative video series
addresses sexual assault awareness, prevention
On average, 433,648 victims ages 12 or older are
raped or sexually assaulted each year in the United
States. Approximately half of sexual assault incidents
reported to Scott County law enforcement involve juvenile victims.
The Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) of
Scott County recently produced and released a series
of seven videos aiming to help victims of sexual violence. The series was published to the City of Savage’s YouTube page (CityofSavageMN) in April 2021,
delivering short messages from each of the SART
organizations showing that there is a unified team of
people who are available to help and support sexual
assault victims.
The Minneapolis-based non-profit organization
Sexual Violence Center coordinates the Scott County
SART, the Hennepin County Sexual Assault Multidisciplinary Action Response Team (SMARTeam), and
the Carver County Sexual Assault Interagency Council (SAIC team). These teams bring together members
of law enforcement, prosecutors, government agencies, and social service agencies who are engaged in
supporting people after assault. The teams are charged
with improving the criminal justice response and support services available for victims to promote healing,
justice, and accountability. The Sexual Violence Center opened a Savage location in April of this year.
“We want kids to know that there are trusted adults
out there who believe them and want to help,” said
Sheriff Luke Hennen. “Sharing these experiences can
be very scary for kids and we want them to know that
it’s not their fault, that they won’t get in trouble, and
we want to help protect them.”
Members of SART include:
• Scott County Attorney’s Office. The Scott
County Attorney’s Office represents the state
of Minnesota in prosecuting juvenile and adult
criminal sexual conduct cases. While prosecuting
and holding the offenders accountable, they
provide assistance, support, and information to
sexual assault survivors to ensure that victims’
rights are respected and enforced.
• Allina Health SANE Program. Allina Health
Hospitals have Forensic Nurse Examiners (FNE)
who are specially trained nurses to evaluate
patients for health risks associated with sexual

•

•

•

•

assault. They provide exams at all Allina
Hospitals and at Ridgeview Hospitals located
in Chaska, Waconia, Arlington, and Le Sueur.
Their services are available 24 hours a day, every
day of the year, providing care to ages 13 and
above. Sexual assault exams at the hospital are
confidential and free of charge. Information
can be found on their website at https://account.
allinahealth.org/services/859.
Scott County Law Enforcement (Scott
County Sheriff’s Office, Belle Plaine Police
Department, Elko New Market Police
Department, Jordan Police Department, New
Prague Police Department, Prior Lake Police
Department, Savage Police Department,
Shakopee Police Department). Scott County
law enforcement agencies respond to reports
of sexual violence 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year. We provide compassionate, professional
services and work cooperatively with advocates,
medical professionals, and prosecutors to help
sexual violence survivors. All law enforcement
agencies in Scott County can be reached in an
emergency by dialing 911 or in non-emergencies
at (952) 445-1411.
Sexual Violence Center. The mission of the
Sexual Violence Center is to support people
impacted by sexual violence through crisis
intervention, case management, outreach,
education, and systems change. They can
be reached at (952) 448-5425 or www.
sexualviolencecenter.org. All services are free
and confidential.
The Link. The Link works with youth and

•

young families to overcome the impacts of
poverty and social injustice. Their 22 programs
provide supportive housing, intensive case
management services, and skills development to
youth at risk of or experiencing homelessness,
sex trafficking/exploitation, and/or involvement
with the juvenile justice system. The West
Metro Regional Navigator 24/7 Crisis Line
is (612) 232-5428; they can also be reached
through www.thelinkmn.org.
Southern Valley Alliance. Southern Valley
Alliance (SVA) helps all those impacted by
domestic violence in Carver and Scott Counties,
including victims, families, organizations and
communities. Their advocates can provide a
wide range of referrals and resources, such as
crisis intervention, legal advocacy, housing,
human services, culturally-specific services,
community engagement and training, support
groups, and more. Information is meant to help
survivors make informed decisions as they
move toward a life without abuse. Contact SVA
at (952) 873-4214 or visit www.svamn.org.
Scott County School Districts. School
teachers, school counselors, and administrative
staff are available to help victims of sexual
violence and sexual exploitation. Students may
contact any trusted adult at their school, or
submit information using the schools electronic
reporting system located on their school
website. All school district websites can be
accessed through https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/818/SchoolsDistricts.

The SART of Scott County wants teens and young
adults who have been affected by sexual violence to
know it’s never too late to tell somebody. It is not
your fault, and you are not alone. We are trusted
resources you can talk to, we believe you, and we are
here to help and support you.
If you have questions about the SART, contact
Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen by email at LHennen@co.scott.mn.us, by phone at (952) 496-8625, via
social media @sheriffhennen, or by mail or in person
at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee, MN 55379. You can also visit our website
at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.

October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month
Your partners in ending the cycle of
violence in Scott and Carver counties
(952) 873-4214; www.svamn.org

Vaccines

From Page 1

While there have been other variants of
the COVID-19 virus, the Delta variant
is more contagious and deadly -- and is
wreaking havoc on the unvaccinated.
Dr. Mike Wilcox, Medical Director
of Scott County Public Health, stated,
“Sadly, the Delta variant now seems to
be becoming more prevalent within our
young, leading to hospitalizations and
placement within ICUs, especially in
states and regions with low vaccination
percentages. It appears that this new
wave of infection may peak in September, just as school is starting. “
To stop this variant, Dr. Wilcox
stresses that “… all eligible patients, no
matter what their ages, need to get vaccinated. Also, the series of vaccinations
needs to be completed to achieve maximum immunity.” Viruses need to have
a body in order to stay alive. If someone is carrying a virus and they cough
or sneeze, the virus will find a “host”
where they can live. The more hosts that
are vaccinated, the higher the chance
that virus will die before it spreads. This
type of community protection is called
community immunity (also known as
herd immunity). Community immunity is vital for people who are unable
to get vaccinated, like infants and small
children. According to Dr. Wilcox, “…
if adults end up infecting the young,

[young people] could get very ill.”
Failure to achieve community immunity within a short time frame not
only threatens the unvaccinated but can
have drastic consequences for people
who are vaccinated. Dr. Wilcox warns,
“If we do not vaccinate the majority of
the population to the max, we will end
up with a mutation of the virus that our
vaccination does not protect us from
and we will be back in the same place
we were one and a half years ago. “
When thinking about vaccinations,
particularly the COVID-19 vaccine,
Dr. Wilcox reminds us to focus on the
principles of science that have guided us
against viruses and diseases in the past.
“We must not forget that over
600,000 of our family members,
friends, and neighbors have died from
COVID to date in this country. Many
who have contracted COVID continue
to deal with its long-term consequences,
the ‘long haulers’ syndrome. The threat
continues.”
Scott County Public Health continues to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to anyone age 12 and over. The
vaccination is free of cost. For information on upcoming clinics, please
visit the Scott County Public Health
webpage at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/336/Public-Health.
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Emergency plans benefit
employees, students
Over the past years, the SCENE has
featured several articles about manageable steps towards preparing yourself
for a disaster, such as having a family
plan, emergency food and water supplies, and how to obtain basic first aid
supplies and training. As more people
return to working in the office, this article will focus on the issue of emergency
preparedness at work or school.
Most of us can vividly remember
being elementary schoolers during a
school fire alarm. The teacher taught us
what to do during a fire drill many times
before the alarm ever sounded: We practiced forming a line and following the
leader to our designated exit and evacuation area. We knew how to change to
the backup exit in case the primary route
was blocked. When the big day happened and the alarm sounded, students
lined up then exited the classroom in a
serious but calm manner.
With a culture of training and practice around fire safety, it’s no surprise
that schools are an exceptionally safe
environment for our kids to be. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, the last time more than
ten fire deaths occurred in a school was

If your business
emergency plans are
ineffective, now is the time
to fix them. FEMA provides
free online training on
continuity and run, hide,
fight training. The I Love
U Guys foundation (https://
iloveuguys.org/) provides
free standard response
protocols and fliers for
schools, businesses, and
municipal buildings.

in 1954. As we consider how safe our
K-12 schools have become, ask yourself
if you are prepared to handle an emergency at your place of work.
Does your place of work have an
emergency plan? Does it address realistic risks? How current is it? If you
are the owner or manager, do you have
a business continuity plan? Are you
maintaining an effective and achievable
emergency response plan?
If you don’t know the answers to
these questions, here are your tasks.
Identify the actions that you are expected to take in the event of a tornado
or severe weather. Learn how will you
be notified. Is there an alarm or building wide warning system? Does management notify staff verbally or by electronic means? Identify the designated
shelter areas. Practice getting to them.
Learn if the shelter areas remain open
if you are working late and if hallways
or doors leading to the shelters are accessible at all hours. Learn what the
staff should do in the event that they are
travelling or working remotely.
Next, learn about your evacuation
plan. Learn where the building alarm
systems are. If there is a fire or hazard
inside the building, do you know what
the designated evacuation route is?
What actions do you need to take before
leaving? Identify if there are additional
steps needed, such as locking all computers containing sensitive data or grabbing keys for reentry.
Learn what the procedures are for a
threat of violence. Ask what to do if a
lockdown order is given and a fire alarm
is activated. Since violent aggressors
have used fire alarms to draw people
out of shelter locations, many facilities
train to stay in lockdown unless a fire is
confirmed.
Be aware, be trained, and be safe –
wherever you are!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Apply now for Master
Gardener program

Many of us hear about Master Gardeners -- and maybe even see them in
the community --but have you ever wondered how to become one? There are
many reasons to join, including supporting an important mission, continuous
learning about horticulture and the environment, giving back to the community, teaching the importance of local and sustainable alternatives, and being
involved with a statewide network of other Master Gardener volunteers.
The Master Gardener Program is supported by outstanding faculty and staff
from the University of Minnesota Extension. The mission of the program is to
provide research-based horticultural knowledge and practices and to deliver
educational outreach and project-based efforts that inspire change and promote healthy people, healthy communities, and a healthy planet.
The application process begins in late August/early September. If you
would like to learn more about becoming a Carver-Scott Extension Master
Gardener volunteer and the timelines to apply, please go to
http://carverscottmastergardeners.org/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/
or call (952) 492-5390. --

Volunteer drivers needed
for new van service
SmartLink is excited to introduce
a new transit service for Scott County
-- Hop Scott! The SmartLink Mobility
Management team recognized the need
for additional transportation options in
our more rural communities for older
adults and the disabled. After applying
for and receiving a “Live Well at Home”
grant, the decision was made to invest in
community vans to support the idea of
helping aging and/or disabled residents
to stay in their homes longer.
Often, transportation is a barrier for
older adults or those with disabilities
who can no longer drive, aren’t comfortable driving, or who don’t have the
ability to drive themselves. Accessing
medical appointments, essential groceries/goods, social gatherings, and other
appointments is needed for these individuals to stay active and engaged.
With the addition of Hop Scott and
the concept of using volunteer drivers
based in these smaller towns in Scott
County, we hope to add to a meaningful

quality of life that results in building and
maintaining independence. The anticipated launch of this program is October
2021, and we are actively seeking volunteers to help support this program. If
you live in or around the communities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan, Elko New Market, or New Prague, and are willing to
give a few hours of your time weekly or
monthly to drive those in need, please
contact SmartLink Customer Service at
(952) 496-8341, option 2, or via email at
transit@co.scott.mn.us.

Be aware! Identity theft, scams webinars offered
We’ve all heard the story of someone answering a
phone call: The caller claims to be their grandchild,
stuck in a foreign country and needs money wired
to them so they don’t go to jail. This is just one of
many ways people have been scammed or have had
their identity stolen. Join the University of Minnesota
Extension webinar series addressing identity theft and
scams. Webinars will be held on four Tuesdays; see
the following descriptions and registration links for
the one or all you plan to attend.

Child Identity Theft: Prevention, Detection, and
Repair, Oct. 19, 11 a.m. – 12 noon
A child’s Social Security number can be used by
identity thieves to apply for government benefits, open
bank and credit card accounts, apply for a loan or utility service, or rent a place to live. The webinar focus
is on preventing, detecting, and repairing the damage

of child identity theft. Register at https://z.umn.edu/ reach out for help. Register at https://z.umn.edu/EFchildidentity.						FENov21.					
Identity Theft: Be Aware! Oct. 26, 11 a.m. – noon
While identity theft can happen to anyone, there
are some things you can do to reduce your risk. This
webinar will address how to protect yourself and how
to report identity theft. Register at https://z.umn.edu/
identitytheftOct21.
When it’s Family: Financial Exploitation of Older
Adults, November 2, 11 a.m. – noon
Elder family financial exploitation (EFFE) is one
of the most prevalent types of elder abuse impacting
approximately one in 15 older adults and their families
around the globe. This webinar will address the complexity and realities of EFFE, critical conversations
to prevent EFFE, resources to learn more, and how to

Beware of Financial Scams, Nov. 9, 11 a.m. noon
In 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) received more than 2.2 million reports about fraud, with
people telling the FTC they lost nearly $3.3 billion.
Participate in this webinar to learn about different
types of scams, how to protect yourself, and what to
do if you are a victim. Register at https://z.umn.edu/
scams21.		
The classes (except Child Identity Theft, as noted
above) will be taught by Sam Roth and Sara Croymans. Sam Roth is a UMN Extension Financial Capability Educator for Scott and Carver Counties. Sara
Croymans is a UMN Extension Educator specializing
in Family Resiliency.

Food waste collection sites Waste Wise grant helps
seniors recycle at Oak Terrace
open to County residents
Have you ever thought about composting those food scraps from your
kitchen, but don’t want to start a compost pile in your backyard? With some
new programs being offered in Scott
County, you may have a good option.
Organic wastes make up about 25 to
30 percent of our trash today. To keep
this waste stream out of our local landfills, Scott County is providing grant
funding to help local participants open
four new food waste organics collections sites throughout the County.
Sites are operated independently,
but all are open to accept household
food waste organic material free of
charge from County residents. At most

locations, this includes kitchen food
scraps, paper towels, and BPI-certified
compostable products from residential
households.
Currently, sites are hosted by the City
of Jordan, Suburban Waste Services in
Savage, The Buckingham Companies in
Prior Lake, and SMSC’s Organics Recycling Facility in Shakopee. For more
information about site hours and signup procedures, visit the Scott County
Organics Recycling website at https://
scottcountymn.gov/organicsrecycling.
Locations of food waste collection
sites are shown on the Scott County
Waste Navigator at https://gis.co.scott.
mn.us/wastenav/.

Oak Terrace Senior Living is a retirement community in Jordan and hosts
individual residential units and several community rooms.
Awarded a Scott County Waste Wise grant in summer 2020 for color-coded
bins, recycling totes, and reusable dishware, Oak Terrace was able to consolidate its recycling services, capture more recycling,
and reduce waste.
“Oak Terrace of Jordan’s recycling has gone
up exponentially in the last calendar year,” said
Luke Hessing, facilities manager. “We were recycling approximately three cubic yards of material (mostly cardboard) per week in late 2019 and
we are now up to eight cubic yards per week as
a result of our increased focus on other types of
recyclables. These upgrades have been met with
positive feedback from both residents and staff.”
Color-coded bins help
seniors recycle.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Property tax payments can be dropped off from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 15 at the tent located on the west side of the Government Center campus
on Atwood St., between 4th and 5th Avenues.

Convenient property tax
payment options offered
It’s that time of year again: The second half or your property taxes are due
on Friday, Oct. 15. The Scott County
Government Center is open, but do note
that if you come to the building you may
need to add your name to the standby
list. Walk in availability is limited due
to space constraints, and customers are
served on a first-come, first-served basis. To help save you time and a trip to
the Government Center, Scott County
has alternative options for payment:

Curbside drop off
Available Friday, Oct. 15, from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. only. The tax tent
is located on the west side of the Campus on Atwood St. between 4th and 5th
Avenues.

Mail
Of course, using the good old United
States Postal Service is always a good
option. But do remember: All payments
must be postmarked on or before Oct.
15 to be considered on time.

Online
Go to www.scottcountymn.gov and
select the “Pay Property Tax” button.
Please note:
There are convenience
fees
charged by the
processor that
depend on how
you choose to pay:
• E-check = $1.50 per transaction
• Credit/Debit Cards = 2.3 percent
of the transaction amount

Outdoor drop box
Located in circular driveway off Atwood St between 4th and 5th Avenues,
the secure drop box is right next to the
USPS mailbox and is checked multiple
times a day.
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Refunds offered to property
owners with large tax hikes

Some taxpayers may be eligible for
a “special” property tax refund from
the state of Minnesota. It’s easy to apply
and may provide an additional refund.
The special property tax refund is available to all homeowners and has no income limit, but there are certain qualifications**. To be eligible for the special
property tax refund:
•
•

•

You must have lived in your home
on Jan. 2, 2020 and January 2,
2021;
Your net property tax on your
homestead must have increased by
more than 12 percent from 2020 to
2021; and
The increase must have been at

least $100.
**Additional requirements may apply—
please refer to the Form M1PR and
filing instructions.

You may file for free on the Minnesota Department of Revenue website –
just go to www.revenue.state.mn.us. Click
“Property Tax Refund” under “For Individuals” to get started.
Questions? Contact MN DOR at
(651) 296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094.
Scott County tax statements can be
viewed online at www.scottcountymn.
gov. Your 2020 return should have been
filed by Aug. 15, 2021; the final deadline to claim the 2020 refund is Aug. 15,
2022.

Scott County Libraries
Available Oct. 1 through Oct. 15,
you can use either the Book Drop or
the drop box located inside the library.
(Check your local branch for hours.)

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX
HOMESTEAD NOTICE*
This will affect your 2022 property taxes and
eligibility for Property Tax Refund.

Have you purchased or moved into a
property in the past year?
Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you
or a qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on or
before Dec. 31, 2021.
Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not necessary unless
they are requested by the county assessor.

What is a qualifying relative?
A qualifying relative includes the uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, child,
grandchild, sibling, or parent of the owner or owner’s spouse.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before Dec. 31, 2021.
Contact the assessor by Dec. 31, 2021 if the use of the property you
own or occupy as a qualifying relative has changed during the past year.
If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead
classification, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30
days of the change in homestead status.
For more information, visit our website
at: www.scottcountymn.gov
Scott County Government
Center, Taxation Department
200 Fourth Avenue West, Shakopee, Minnesota 55379,
(952) 496-8115

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide information about Scott
County government and the opportunities it offers its residents. If you
have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Library plans fall programs
Club Book presents: Rachel Howzell
Hall; Thursday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.,
Facebook Live Virtual Event at
www.clubbook.org/authors
The Prior Lake Library is your host
for a Club Book author presentation by
mystery/thriller author Rachel Howell
Hall. She will discuss her newest book
(due out on Sept. 1), These Toxic Things.
“This cleverly plotted, surprised-filled
novel offers well-drawn and original
characters, lively dialogue, and a refreshing take on the serial killer theme.”
-- Publisher’s Weekly, starred review.

never do that to someone else.
Writing for Business series
Proposals that Engage, Thursday, Oct.
14, 2 - 3:30 p.m., live on Zoom
Potential stakeholders need to connect with ideas. The strongest proposals
don’t just relate the compelling facts,
they weave them together into a powerful story to make an idea, need, or
purpose into something visceral. In this
seminar, we’ll look at the principles of
storytelling and proposal structure and
make sure that your next one makes
your best ideas come to life.

Writing Better Presentations,
Thursday, Oct. 21, 2 - 3:30 p.m.,
live on Zoom
Great presentations require many of
the principles behind great writing. It’s
not just about getting the idea across, it’s
about finding the most compelling way
to do it. This seminar is for anyone who
struggles with their presentations—getting complicated ideas across, finding
the balance between information and interactivity, and an audience. It’s also for
anyone who’s been read mind-numbing
slide after slide and vowed that they’d

Social Media Strategy: Content and
Conversation, Thursday, Oct. 28,
2 - 3:30 p.m., live on Zoom
In this seminar, we’ll explore what
tools to consider, when and how often
to post, which content to share, who can
help create and extend conversations,
and how to analyze your results, diffuse
your critics, and amplify your strongest
advocates.
For more information and how to
join these Zoom meetings, visit www.
scottlib.org.
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News you
can use...
fire station. The exercises are designed to improve
mobility, full-body fitness and core stability.
Since Squires was already available, the city didn’t
need to make an outside hire to help with the training
program. With Squire’s plan in place, Shakopee
firefighters have a new option for training that keeps
them strong and ready to tackle any challenge they
might encounter in the field.

You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use.” After all, SCALE’s mission statement
is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in
which government entities can collaborate to provide
outstanding service while making the most of limited
resources.”

From Savage:

Halloween Bash is back!

Join Savage Parks and Recreation along with
local businesses and organizations for the annual
Spooktacular community event set for Saturday, Oct.
23 from 5 to 8 p.m.. at the Savage Sports Center,
13450 Dakota Ave., Savage. This event is fun for
the entire family, and includes horse-drawn wagon
rides, inflatables, a DJ, campfire, games, and more!
Don’t forget to wear your costumes. Food trucks will
provide food for purchase. Cost: is $8 before Oct. 17;
$10 after Oct. 17 and on the day of the event. Ages
one and under are free. Register at cityofsavage.com

Proposed Community Park playground in Savage

Nature-inspired playground
coming to Savage park

The City of Savage is excited to announce a new
nature-inspired playground is coming to Community
Park! Scattered through the play area will be naturebased features like a log crawl, tree stump steps,
timber balance beam, and plank bridge, as well as alltime favorites like swings, slides, and spinners!
To ensure the playground is a place where kids of
all abilities can play and have fun, it will feature a
poured-in-place rubber surface that will wind through
the entire play area, allowing accessibility for kids
in wheelchairs or other mobility aids. The new
playground will open by Spring 2022.

From Shakopee:

Spooky Family Fun Night and
a Boo Bash for adults

Join Shakopee Parks and Recreation for Spooky
Family Fun Night on Saturday, Oct. 30. The annual
event returns to Lions Park this fall, with two sessions,
from 3 – 4:30 p.m. and 4:45 – 6:15 p.m. These family
fun events will include trick-or-treating, games, music
and more. Registration is $5 for kids, parents are free.
New in 2021 is the adults-only Boo Bash from 7 –
9 p.m. Guests will enjoy fall-themed games, carriage
rides, pumpkin carving and more. Registration for the
Boo Bash is $10 per person. Registration for these
events will be available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
registration.

Sweeney’s Marina and
Schroeder House Project

In 2019, the city of Shakopee purchased several
properties along the Minnesota River -- including the
historic Schroeder house -- to restore and preserve
the important Shakopee landmark. Located on Bluff
Avenue, the brick house was once home to Herman
Schroeder, the founder of Schroeder Brick and Lime
Manufacturing. The company, which operated from the
1870s until 1941, is locally famous for its production

The historic Schroeder house and livery building
in Shakopee will be converted into an event center.

of the distinctive red “Shakopee” labeled bricks.
Built around 1880, the Schroeder House holds
significant cultural and historic value in Shakopee.
“This is the site that actually built Shakopee,” said
Planning and Development Director Michael Kerski.
“Shakopee brick was used throughout the community.
This house served as the showcase for all the different
types of bricks and details that could be purchased.”
The site also includes the livery building and
workshop. The remains of a limestone kiln sit on the
northwest edge of the property, which workers used to
craft the bricks for over 65 years.
Following the removal of two homes on the site,
work will begin on converting the space to an event
and education center. “The plans are to create a tworoom space at the Schroeder House that will also have
access to a kitchen area and restrooms,” said Kerski.
“The livery building would also have two restrooms
and another rentable space that could be used at the
same time as the main house, or as a separate space.”
The site would be suitable for gatherings, including
weddings, reunions, or corporate events. Educational
plaques and classroom-sized meeting rooms will also
make the site perfect for field trips for local students. A
private operator will be hired to maintain the facilities.
Funding for the project is ongoing, and the city has
applied for a $140,000 Capital State Grant. The city is
also undergoing the National Register process for the
site, which could open it up for future funding.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

Celebrate the culture and
history of Native Americans

This fall is the perfect time to learn more about
Native culture and history. Indigenous Peoples Day
honors and celebrates the past, present, and futures of
Native peoples throughout the country.
Recognized on the second Monday of October (Oct.
11 this year), Indigenous Peoples Day acknowledges
that Native people were the first inhabitants of the
Americas. It has since evolved into a celebration of
Indigenous culture, while urging Americans to rethink
how American history is remembered.
Furthermore, the month of November is nationally
recognized as Native American Heritage Month—a
monthlong dedication to the diverse cultures, traditions,
and histories of Native peoples in Indian Country and
the United States as a whole. On Indigenous Peoples
Day and during Native American Heritage Month, the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC)
is committed to enhancing the public’s understanding
of Indigenous cultures and history—including raising
awareness about the unique challenges that Native
peoples have faced, both historically and in the present,
and the ways in which tribal citizens have worked to
overcome these challenges.
As a way to honor and recognize Indigenous Peoples
Day and Native American Heritage Month, join us this
fall by following the SMSC on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter, or visit shakopeedakota.org/heritage.
The tribe will also be hosting its second annual
CommUNITY Day event this fall to share a piece
of the SMSC’s history and culture while exploring
areas and issues of interest to Indian Country—check
back for the latest updates and event info by visiting
shakopeedakota.org.

Changing the Native narrative

It is beneficial for Minnesotans of all backgrounds
to have a better understanding and appreciation of
Native Americans’ history, experiences, and current
circumstances in order to constructively overcome
misunderstandings and misperceptions. To support
this new narrative change work, the SMSC launched
Understand Native Minnesota in October 2019, a
multifaceted educational initiative and philanthropic
campaign focused on Native American narrative
change in Minnesota’s K-12 education system. Tune
in to the “Native Minnesota with Rebecca CrooksStratton” podcast with the SMSC’s Secretary/Treasurer
A Shakopee Park and Rec personal trainer has as she interviews thought leaders and change-makers
been helping firefighters improve fitness.
in Minnesota and across Indian Country related to this
important work. Visit understandnativemn.org to learn
more.

Shakopee Fire teams up with
Parks and Recreation to
First tribal-led exhibit at
improve fitness, reduce injuries Minnesota State Fair
Physical fitness is important for everyone, but it’s
especially important if you’re expected to run into
a burning building to save lives. Although physical
fitness has always been important to Shakopee Fire
Department, the transition from on-call to shift work
has allowed leadership in the department to require
one hour of physical fitness training per shift.
Enter TaRon Squires, a personal trainer with
Shakopee Parks and Recreation. Squires worked with
the fire department to develop a plan that is accessible
to all department members, while ensuring that each
staff member is challenged. During seven sessions,
Squires outlined an hour-long exercise program that
each firefighter can complete during their shift at the

During the 2021 Minnesota State Fair, the SMSC
became the first tribal government in the Fair’s 162year history to feature an exhibit during its 12-day
run (Aug. 26 through Sept. 6). The inaugural booth
features information about the SMSC and Minnesota’s
10 other tribal nations, and showcases an interactive,
walk-through display in the shape of a tipi. The tipi’s
exterior walls also include informational videos, while
Fairgoers can walk through the tipi to learn more about
Native American culture. With millions of visitors in
attendance, the Fair is a great chance to display and
celebrate the contributions of tribes to Minnesota.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Historical SCENE

Fall 2021 Scott County SCENE Page 11

Alphonse Kubat, priest with an interesting past

The path to priesthood is often preordained: Go to
school, enter seminary, become ordained, start serving
as an ordinary priest. But even an ordinary priest may
harbor hidden depths. Take Alphonse Kubat, priest of
the Catholic Church and humble servant at churches
in Scott County and surrounding areas. During his
long life, Father Kubat was pressed into manual labor
by the Nazi regime, struggled for religious freedom
in Communist Czechoslovakia, and finally found a
new home in the United States, at Saint Wenceslaus
Catholic Church in New Prague. Fellow priest Michael Miller, current pastor of St. Catherine’s and St.
Patrick’s churches in Scott County, said of his mentor,
Fr. Kubat, “You’d never know he’d been through such
terrible things in his life.”

Growing Up Between the Wars
Born in August 1916 to Frank and Anna Kubat, Alphonse came of age during the period between World
Wars. He grew up in Frydlant, a town in northeast
Czechoslovakia. The area had long been part of the
double monarchy of Austria-Hungary. The monarchy
controlled vast acreage throughout Europe. To maintain territorial integrity, the crown had kept its ethnic
minorities under strict control. However, the assassination of the Austrian-Hungarian crown prince by an
ethnic minority Serb lit the flame of world war; it also
heralded the end of Austria-Hungary. And with the
empire’s collapse after World War I, many new countries gained the freedom to emerge. Czechoslovakia, a
new democracy, was one of these new countries.
One wonders what led Alphonse to the priesthood.
Perhaps he was affected by people’s stories of the war,
or the presence of hundreds of thousands of Czech war
wounded. In the devastation of World War I, as many
as 150,000 Czechs had fought and died for the Austrian-Hungarian Emperor Franz Josef. This was about 10
percent of the entire Czech military contingent. Perhaps Alphonse was influenced by the example of his
uncle Alphonse Kotouc, an ordained priest who served
in Minnesota. Whatever the reason, young Alphonse
determined to become a priest himself and enrolled in
the regional seminary in the town of Hradec Kralove.
The Insanity of World War II
In Czechoslovakia, the insanity of the next war
began in 1938. That year, the German Nazi military annexed the Sudetenland. This border region of
Czechoslovakia contained a majority of ethnic Germans. Adolf Hitler argued they were endangered and
needed protection. Negotiating the Munich Pact with
Britain, France, and Italy, Germany was allowed to occupy the Sudetenland unopposed. Only months later,
in March 1939, Nazi armies invaded the remainder of
Czechoslovakia to “restore order” and make it part of
so-called greater Germany. Czechoslovakia, as a separate country, ceased to exist.
Catholics became a special target of the Nazis.
Many Catholic institutions were shuttered. Between
350 and 500 priests were arrested, of whom numerous were executed or died in prison or concentration
camps.
New anti-Catholic laws forced Alphonse to end his
theological studies. The Nazis instead pressed him into
manual labor. When injured in a woodworking accident, he was released from the work gang.
Despite Nazi oppression, Alphonse completed his
religious training. He was ordained in June 1942 at age
25. The newly minted Father Kubat was installed as
assistant pastor in a town an hour southeast of Prague.
The war ended two years later.
Postwar Religious Oppression
The vagaries of war left Czechoslovakia in the Soviet zone of influence. By the late 1940s, Soviet-supported communists controlled the Czech government.
Official relations with the Vatican broke off in 1950,
and the persecution of Catholics that had already begun accelerated.
Fr. Kubat was one of the many priests who suffered
directly under the communist regime. Along with many
other religious persons—both male and female—Fr.
Kubat received a prison sentence in 1953. He was
housed for two years in a “concentration monastery”
in Valdice, Czechoslovakia. Ironically, the prison was
in a former monastery that had been established in
1627. In 1857, the grounds had been converted into a
prison for convicts with terms of 10 years to life.
Catholic practice was officially allowed only by “licensed” priests, who were considered state employees.
Any other practice of the religion had to be conducted

Finally, the Dubcek government crossed a line.
It expressed interest in possibly leaving the Sovietcontrolled military alliance known as the Warsaw
Pact. This was unacceptable to Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev, and in August, he ordered 500,000 Warsaw
Pact troops to invade and occupy Czechoslovakia.
Dubcek was arrested, and his brief experiment in a less
repressive socialism ended.

Above, Fr. Alphonse
Kubat celebrates
Mass, free from
the restrictions
previously imposed
upon him by the Nazis
and Communists.
At right, a later
photo of Fr. Kubat in
retirement in St. Paul.
(Photos provided by
Fr. Michael Miller)

secretly. During the time of Fr. Kubat’s incarceration,
communion (or the Eucharist) was secretly offered
only five times because of the difficulty of obtaining
the elements. Raisins picked from bread were soaked
in water to create a “wine,” and a spoon was used as
the “chalice.” Bread serving as a communion wafer
might be wrapped in cigarette paper for concealment. If a fellow prisoner informed on the priests, or
if guards discovered that religious rites were being
performed, their belongings might be taken away. Fr.
Kubat himself was punished once with six weeks of
solitary confinement. Fortunately, not all guards were
equally zealous in their duties. Through lingering loyalty to the church or perhaps through bribery or sheer
laziness, they might look the other way.
Fr. Kubat was freed from prison in 1955. Because
the government considered him unreliable at best—
and certainly not a good communist—he still could not
publicly perform his priestly duties. Instead, he was
assigned to a construction crew and worked in a steel
factory for nearly 15 years. Any religious activities had
to remain secret. As he already knew, priests performing their duties risked potentially severe punishment.
Prague Spring and What Followed
Early 1968 was a time of social ferment in Europe.
In Czechoslovakia, widespread public demonstrations
led to the fall of a hardline communist government.
This left room for the reformer-socialist Alexander
Dubcek. He took leadership of the government in
April. Dubcek advocated for “socialism with a human
face”: An opening of the tightly controlled economy
and expansion of freedom of speech. Initially, Czechs
feared that the Soviet Union would react angrily to a
reform government. Yet the worst did not happen, and
the Soviets remained on the sidelines. The period was
optimistically known as “Prague Spring.”

Leaving an Old Home, Finding a New One
Seeing a lack of world reaction to the Soviet crackdown in his homeland, Fr. Kubat believed that things
would not improve for the Czech religious community. In the chaos of the end of Prague Spring, he -- along
with several hundred thousand others -- left Czechoslovakia. Fr. Kubat landed in neutral Vienna, Austria.
Fr. Kubat’s new religious home was a beautiful
neoclassical church, Saint Nicholas. The building was
located in Inzersdorf, on the southwest edge of Vienna.
The bright white exterior of the compact building was
beautiful. The celestial architecture echoed the inscription above the church’s entry: “Domus Dei Porta Coeli” (“God’s House, Gate of Heaven”). Fr. Kubat must
have felt inspired. Inspiration alone, however, was not
enough to bind him to Europe.
About a year later, Fr. Kubat applied to emigrate
from Austria into the United States. His application
was approved, and Fr. Kubat arrived in New York
City in mid-1969. After serving briefly at a church in
North Dakota and for 15 years in Veseli, Minnesota,
he was sent to the nearby Saint Wenceslaus parish in
New Prague, Minnesota. Czechs had settled parts of
LeSueur, Scott, and Rice Counties in southern Minnesota in the 1850s. New Prague, the oldest Czech
colony in Minnesota (founded 1856), was the approximate center of the area. Fr. Kubat’s uncle Alphonse
Kotouc had overseen the erection of Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Veseli. That family connection,
along with the area’s strong Czech background, must
have helped Fr. Kubat settle in to his position.
The final step in Fr. Kubat’s Europe-to-Minnesota
odyssey occurred in July 1974. He was naturalized as
a U.S. citizen, proudly displaying the certificate on his
wall.
A Humble Servant’s Life
Having served in several other parishes, Fr. Kubat retired to Saint Paul in 1991 and died of cancer
in January 2006. It had been a long journey from the
upheaval and destruction of the first half of his life, but
he was so happy to be able to be a priest.
Fr. Kubat showed real heroism and unshakable optimism in overcoming so many barriers to practice his
faith. Fr. Miller, however, quoted his friend’s modesty:
“‘Do not say that I was a saint or a great priest.’ … His
greatest joy was finally being able to act as a priest
freely and without fear… Having been deprived of exercising his priesthood for most of his life gave him an
appreciation of it from which we can all learn. Perhaps
that is why he was so joyful.” Fr. Kubat is buried at
Saint Scholastica Cemetery in Heidelberg, Minnesota.
Learn more by visiting the Scott County Historical
Society website!
Visit www.scottcountyhistory.org/blog to see all
the resources we used to write this article about Fr.
Kubat and continue learning about his fascinating life.
Volunteer Charles Pederson researched and wrote this
article, originally published on the SCHS blog.

Fr. Kubat served as a priest at St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church in New Prague. (Aerial view of St.
Wenceslaus, circa 1935. Image in the SCHS Collection)
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‘Frost seeding’ leads to lovely native prairie
The air is clean and quiet on the Stone House Farm
in Jordan, where David and Brodie Wheaton have recently converted 12 acres of cropland into beautiful,
blooming native prairie. The journey the land took to
be where it is today is a story of neighborly and community partnership, and a drive to preserve and protect
the land.
The Wheatons were no strangers to conservation
practices when they purchased their new homestead in
spring 2019. Parts of the property were already in programs like the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM), but David heard of
the opportunities for additional prairie establishment
with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD).
He got in touch with Ag Program Specialist Diann Korbel to get things started. “Knowing the steps
already in place to protect and preserve our land, we
wanted to do more. We felt like a prairie planting was
the right project for that particular time. We wanted to
do our part,” Wheaton reflected.
Korbel worked with the Wheatons to put together
a seed plan that catered to both the wildlife they were
hoping to attract and the border of wildflowers they
wanted around their Stone House Farm. Two mixes
were created to be spread around different areas of the
property.
The seeding was completed in February 2020 with
the help of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using a method called frost seeding. Through
this method, seed mixes are scattered mechanically
over a large area—in this case, the Wheatons’ 12 acres
around their farm property. Seeding in the middle of
winter with inches of snow covering the ground might
not be the first image that comes to mind when thinking of prairie planting, but it is actually how many

David and Brodie Wheaton and their son, Tommy,
are pleased with the blooming native prairie they
frost seeded on their Jordan farm with assistance
from conservation partners.

Minnesota native plants naturally spread their seeds.
“Minnesota plants have adapted to use the freeze/
thaw cycle to their advantage,” Korbel said. “As spring
comes and snow gradually melts and refreezes until its
gone, seeds that have fallen work their way into the
thawed, shifting soil.” In short, broadcast seeding gets
a lot of seeds in the ground efficiently.

Mike Malling with the USFWS seeded the area as
part of a partnership throughout the project.
Native prairies typically take two to three years before they begin to show their true beauty, but even at
year two, the Wheatons’ homestead is bursting with
coneflowers and black-eyed Susans.
In addition to their native prairie planting, the
Wheatons also manage 48 acres of cropland. When
they purchased the land in 2019, it was in a conventional cropping system with a history of no-till practices to preserve the soil integrity. No-till farming, as
the name suggests, involves planting directly into the
stubble from the previous crop, rather than turning
over the top layer of soil first. The benefits include
reduced soil loss, improved soil structure, and reduced
input costs. The Wheatons encouraged the no-till practices without question.
“We want to create a balance with the land. Converting areas to prairie and continuing conservation
practices on our cropland are no-brainers when it
comes to striking that balance and enhancing the aesthetic and integrity of the land. Protecting it benefits us
all,” David said.
David and Brodie have also planted 175 native
trees on their property and are continuously open to
and searching for new ways to enhance their farm.
If you’re interested in implementing your own
conservation project, the Scott SWCD can help. Conservation technicians can create a plan, put together
seed mixes, and guide you through prairie planting and
maintenance. Technicians can also discuss financial
assistance options that you may be eligible for. The
Scott SWCD has special funds available for prairie
plantings within the Sand Creek and Prior Lake areas. To get the process started, call the Scott SWCD at
(952) 492-5425.

Storm drains should carry
rain water, nothing else
When most people picture the concept of “water pollution,” they conjure
up an image of far-away trash piles
floating in the ocean, or piles of green
algae on the surface of their favorite
lake. Both images are indeed pressing
examples, but there’s a massive source
of surface water pollution happening
right outside our doorsteps. It starts at
our storm drains.
Storm drains come in many shapes
and sizes, but their function is all the
same: Collect rainwater and direct it to
nearby waterbodies. They keep rainwater and snowmelt from flooding roads
and other impervious surfaces, reducing
safety hazards and maintenance concerns for roads. But when something
other than rain or snow falls down the
drain, problems arise.
Rainwater is the only thing that storm
drains are designed to collect. Any other
items -- such as leaves, trash, grass clippings, and engine oil -- are considered
contaminants to the function that storm
drains are meant to provide. Anything
that falls into a storm drain flows directly into nearby waterbodies or stormwater collection ponds; water and other
fallen materials do not go to any wastewater treatment center throughout the
process. While stormwater ponds do

an excellent job reducing flooding concerns, any contaminants that flow into
them can harm the pond’s water quality.
It’s easy to remember what can go
into storm drains: Water. It is equally
easy to remember things that cannot
go into storm drains: Everything else.
Yard waste, grass clippings, fertilizers, and pesticides that are not swept
away before washing down a storm
drain cause excess nutrients to seep into
the water as those materials decompose.
Things like house paint, herbicides,
soaps, and oils set off chain reactions
downstream that disrupt fish and plants.
Common household waste products
can generally be taken to the Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility in Jordan (off County Road 282). Other common contaminants can be disposed of in
various ways:
• Used engine oil can be brought to
a licensed local business, usually
an auto shop.
• Grass clippings and yard waste
can be bagged for curbside
pickup, taken to a drop off site, or
composted at home.
• Chlorinated water can be
cleansed before you drain. Keep
pools or hot tubs uncovered for
48 hours to allow the chlorine in

Groups and individuals can check out storm drain stenciling kits at Scott
SWCD. The stencils provide reminders to not use the drains for waste.

the water to break down naturally.
If possible, drain pool water into
your lawn to allow some of the
water to soak into the ground.
What can you do to promote proper storm drain maintenance?
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan has a
storm drain stenciling kit! The kit can
be checked out for free by anyone looking to stencil proper storm drain messages within Scott County borders. The

kit can be used by individuals, families,
or community groups.
You can also adopt your local storm
drains. At adopt-a-drain.org, you can
pledge to maintain and clean the storm
drain(s) around your house. It is easy
and free to sign up!
If you see illegal dumping or waste
coming out of a stormwater pipe that
is cloudy, colored, or has an oil sheen,
report it to your city’s public works department or call the Minnesota Duty Officer at (651) 649-5451.

Funds available for salt reduction supplies
Before we know it, we’ll be smack-dab in the season of snow and ice maintenance. And with that maintenance usually comes use of a common de-icing chemical: Chloride. Chloride plays a major role in melting snow and ice, but when that
water runs into streams and lakes, it takes along the chloride -- causing pollution.
High levels of chloride are toxic to fish, and the salty water disrupts entire freshwater ecosystems. Most startling of all? Chloride is almost impossible to filter out
of a waterbody, and the process to do so is often too expensive to justify. Chloride dissolves into water where it becomes a permanent pollutant. Every winter,
when salt melts downstream, chloride concentrations in our waterbodies increase.
In Scott County, Sand Creek, Raven Stream, and Credit River are all listed on the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) impaired waters list for chlorides.
To help prevent this pollution from spreading, the Scott Watershed Management
Organization (WMO) is offering a new grant to help property managers limit their
salt use. Grant funds are currently available to assist private winter maintenance
contractors and non-profit organizations (such as school districts and churches)

with the purchase of winter de-icing equipment.
The grant funds can reimburse the purchase of new
equipment, such as salting shields, liquid-based salt
application systems (such as tanks and sprayers),
high precision applicators, and system changes
from granular salt application to brine applications.
All grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis,
and grant applications must be completed and approved before any salt-reducing equipment can be
purchased.
For more information and to download an electronic copy of the grant application, visit scottswcd.
org/chloride. For application questions, email Melissa Bokman-Ermer at mbokman@co.scott.mn.us.

A liquid-based salt system

