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Get a dose of nature

Parks to offer free outdoor
wellness programming.
Pages 2 & 10

The new Scott County Government Center West is adjoined to the Justice Center and the Government Center
East. This is the view from Atwood Street. Another public entrance is located on 4th Ave.

New County facilities centralize
services to increase efficiency
Getting from here to there
MVTA offers safe, inexpensive
transit options for riders.
Page 7

Summer fun returns!

Festivals, the Scott County Fair,
parks, and farmers’ markets offer
summertime fun.

Scott County Capital Facilities Project Manager. “We had
those individuals involved in these projects, which contributed to our success and ultimately made Scott County a
leader in providing top-notch services to its citizens.”
Scott County sold the Workforce Development Center
(located on Canterbury Road) in November 2021. At that
time, the County staff and services being provided at that
location moved to the main campus in downtown Shakopee (services such as the Career Force Development Center,
Economic Assistance, and Adult Mental Health/Anchor
Center). The new locations for these services are better

NEW FACILITIES to page 12

CAP Agency
relocates
services

The Scott-Carver-Dakota Community Action Partnership (CAP)
Agency is settling into its new sites
around Shakopee after leaving its former location on Canterbury Road last
fall. The Administrative headquarters
found a new home at 738 1st Ave. E.
in Shakopee, and the Food Shelf relocated to a warehouse directly behind
it.
The former Thrift Shop moved
to 8085 Old Carriage Ct., (near Michael’s and Walmart) and has updated
its image and name. Now called Local Imports, it accepts and sells new
CAP Agency to page 16
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How and where services are delivered by Scott County
to its residents has changed significantly over the past few
years. Several new facilities have been built, and existing facilities have undergone extensive renovations and
updates; the relocation of over 500-plus staff took place
within a three-year span. With the support of Scott County
staff, the public, and external construction partners (Kraus
Anderson/Wold Architects), these projects all came in on
time and below budget.
“The successful execution of a $65 million project
weighs heavily upon those individuals who are committed
and dedicated to making a difference,” said Dustin Kruger,

Ashley Hemmingsen, manager of the CAP Agency store called Local
Imports (previously the Thrift Shop) stands by a display of donated
decor in the new shop located to 8085 Old Carriage Ct., Shakopee (by
Michael’s and Walmart).

What happened with property valuations?
After mailing Tax Statements and Value Notices in
March, Assessor staff received hundreds of calls from
property owners. Many called to discuss their newly assessed values, but most callers had other questions. Here
are some of the most common questions staff heard from
callers.

This is a large value increase; what will happen to my
taxes next year?
This is the Big Question on everybody’s mind. Unfortunately, the answer depends on too many factors that are
currently unknown.
The median residential value increase in Scott County
was 23 percent. This does not mean that local governments will collect an additional 23 percent in taxes next
year. Minnesota does not have a “mill rate” property tax
system, and only the amount budgeted and levied will be
collected. Value shifts do have an impact on who pays
what portion of the overall tax burden, but they do not
impact the total amount of taxes collected.
If you’d like to watch a four-minute video for a deeper

dive on some of the factors impacting your property taxes, scan this QR
code with your phone’s camera.
Isn’t there a law that limits how
much you can increase my value
each year?
No. There was once a separate
PROPERTY VALUATIONS to page 13

Scan to watch video.
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Addressing homelessness

Stable, safe, secure housing: The very foundation for success in life… for children’s success in school, for people to remain in their jobs, for helping build a
vibrant, vital community. When the County Board adopted their strategic plan in
2019, a strategy around housing was one of the core principles: Working towards a
“…plan to ensure appropriate housing is available to meet the needs of all residents
and that homelessness is brief, rare, and non-recurring.”
On March 31, over 20 faith communities and non-profit organizations came together to discuss housing and how we could work collectively towards realizing
this goal, as it became readily clear that workable, sustainable solutions will require strong partnerships and shared action to support expanded housing resources.
As you can see from the accompanying map, in November 2021, 392 households
(who identified as Scott County residents) were living in decidedly unstable housing (e.g., a hotel/motel, with family/friends, a shelter, or the like). While a majority
of these households claimed residency in the County’s three larger cities of Shakopee, Savage, and Prior Lake, the data say there is some degree of homelessness
throughout the entire Scott County community.
Currently, the County works with Beacon and Carver County through a program
called Families Moving Forward. One of the key concerns identified through and
by this program is the increasing amount of time it’s taking to place families in
more permanent housing. We know that over 24 percent of our families pay over
30 percent of their income towards housing. Similarly, these data -- along with
the recently completed Maxfield Study -- identify the need for entry-level housing
throughout our County... in all of our cities... as part of a full continuum of expanded housing options, which includes executive, supportive housing, rental housing,
and senior housing as well. Having a robust mix (and the right amount) of housing
options is essential to a stable and sustainable community.
So, back to our gathering. The energy brought by these faith communities and
non-profit organizations was simply incredible. After a discussion about the data,
small groups formed to talk about ways that they could engage their congregations
around the topic of housing and homelessness. (Notably, many participants were
not previously aware of the seriousness of these issues, as it does not always play
out on the streets in our communities.) The ideas generated from these discussions
ranged from developing a large, audacious plan to just doing something now. Lists
were created and brought back for a debriefing session with the County Board,
which also included a conversation about the County Board’s role in supporting
these concepts. (The County Board had allocated ARPA funds specifically for helping tackle this issue with our faith communities and other partners.)
A follow up meeting took place on May 19. After a brief confirmation of what
was discussed at the March meeting, we brainstormed items that could be completed in the next 90 days. These included:
• Another gathering, within six weeks, at Heart so people could see resources
available to the community -- including a discussion with a partner who
worked to house families in another state.
• His House will open Presbyterian Church within 90 days for assessment
supports.
• A survey of available lands owned by our faith communities -- could
something be done about housing on existing land?
• Provide opportunities to further educate faith leaders on the kinds of services
that are currently available; improve and expand current information and
communication methods (e.g., websites, training).
• Hold more directed discussions on potential partnerships that could be
formed among faith communities, Scott County, and non-profits to meet our
community’s need.
As I walked away from this meeting, several items resonated with me: A belief
that our larger community is part of the solution; that this is an opportunity to bring
some of our better dreams to reality; and that we need to take clear, definitive action
now on some of these opportunities. As one of the members of my table stated,
“Just do something” (and keep building from there). Yet perhaps the strongest takeaway I had from these conversations is that there is strong, determined community
support and energy to move real solutions forward.
Have a fantastic, relaxing summer – get out and enjoy those parks and trails!

In November 2021, 392 households (that identified as Scott County residents)
were living in unstable housing (e.g., a hotel/motel, with family/friends, a
shelter, or the like). The map shows where they were located in the County.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

“Great Scott County”
website launched to help job
seekers, engage community
Community comes alive when people come together, and now there is a
new place to start doing just that – Great
Scott County! Recently launched, www.
greatscottcounty.org is a hub for local
jobs and job seeker support, things to
do, community happenings, volunteer
opportunities, resources, and more for
people living or working here in Scott
County.
Key highlights include:
• Community Calendar: Plan your
weekend and find ways to engage
in your community with events
across the County… conveniently
compiled in one place!
• Virtual Hangouts: Via the magic
of the internet, you can schedule
a 30-minute virtual hangout with
local leaders to get resume advice,
brush up on your interview skills,
or get candid tips from someone
that has been there, done that.
• Tell Me About Jobs: Scott
County has jobs. In fact, on any
given day there are over four
thousand open positions with a
range of industries: Engineering,
hospitality, IT, tech, and seasonal
– these are just some of the
industries that shine in Scott.

The Great Scott County website will
introduce people to jobs, volunteer
opportunities, local resources, and
events within the County.

•

Scott Spotlight: We feature the
people, places, and things that
make Scott stand out, whether it’s
the best barista who always gets
your coffee order just right, a littleknown hiking trail with scenic
views, or the best menu item at
your favorite diner. Share your best
Scott secrets with the community.
Drop us a line to nominate your
favorite Scott things with us so we
can share!

Check it out -- and sign up for updates, add your expertise, or pitch in
to support our efforts. Great Scott welcomes all!

Scott County Regional Parks connect people to nature and offer a sense of
peace and tranquility. This summer, programs will be offered throughout the
parks for people of all ages to promote wellness. Learn more about getting
your nature dose below. Above, a group of fishermen enjoy the fishing pier at
Cedar Lake Farms Regional Park during a lovely evening in early May.

Parks offer free outdoor
wellness programming
Has nature ever caused you to stop
and pause? Perhaps seeing a vibrant
sunset, feeling the sun’s warmth on your
face, or hearing the chorus of crickets
filling the evening with a gentle lullaby
has filled you with a sense of awe or
peace.
Spending time outside in nature has
proven to benefit physical, mental, and
social health. To support the health
and wellbeing of the community, Scott
County, in partnership with Three Rivers Park District, is offering free, beginner-friendly, outdoor wellness programming. Programs are aimed at building
connections to the outdoors, as well as
providing tools to engage in outdoor
wellness on your own.
Programs will be offered throughout
regional parks in Scott County for people of all ages and abilities. Programs
may include gentle nature walks paired
with guided wellness activities (e.g.,
mindfulness, poetry, art), nature journaling, scavenger hunts, trail tours, and
more! We firmly believe you belong at

the parks, and we look forward to seeing
you at wellness programs. Come as you
are, explore and engage with nature to
see where it leads you.
Registration is not required, though
it is encouraged to receive pre-program
communication. To register, visit ThreeRiversParks.org/Programs
(keyword
“wellness”). If you have ideas for wellness programs that you would like to see
offered, please reach out -- we would
love to hear from you! Additionally, we
are looking to collaborate with organizations to create partnerships that will
foster outdoor connections for all community members.
We recognize the presence of barriers that may prohibit you from attending
these programs and want to work with
you to reduce them. Please contact Annie Bunio, Parks Wellness Programmer,
at abunio@co.scott.mn.us or at (612)
322-5746 with questions, ideas, support,
or to be added to our electronic program
mailing list.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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County Board approves new redistricting map

What’s changed for the
upcoming elections?

Please note: There are many organizations that may mail you an absentee
ballot application – please be aware this
is not a ballot and you should only apply
once. We will send you an application
only upon request and duplicate applications will not be processed.

The 2020 Census data required some
substantial changes to boundaries for
both state and congressional districts.
While Scott County remains in Congressional District 2, the overall boundaries have changed -- including different
counties. In Scott County, the Minnesota Senate districts have expanded from
three to five districts, and the Minnesota
House of Representatives have changed
from four to six districts. Please see the
updated maps here: www.scottcountymn.gov/677/Elections-Department.

You have someone in your family
that is serving in the military or lives
abroad – can they receive a ballot?
You bet! Please visit https://www.
sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/otherways-to-vote/vote-from-military-orabroad/ for full details about who is eligible, how to apply, and any applicable
deadlines.

What does this mean?
In 2022, ballots will include races
for U.S. Representative for District 2,
all state offices (including State Senator, State Representative, Governor
and Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of
State, State Auditor, Attorney General,
and several judicial offices). Other races included are County Commissioner
Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5 as well as County
Sheriff and County Attorney, and all
five Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors.
Additionally, voters will find various city, township, and school district
offices up for election. The full Notice
of Filing is on display on the website
here at www.scottcountymn.gov/677/
Elections-Department.
The filing period for the federal,
state, and county offices was May 17 –
May 31. To see who filed, please visit
https://candidates.sos.state.mn.us/. To

Once I apply, how can you track
your ballot?
The boundaries for Scott County Commissioner and Soil and Water
Conservation Districts needed to be changed following the 2020 U.S. Census
to reflect shifts in population.

see who will be on your ballot, please
visit
https://myballotmn.sos.state.
mn.us/.
How and where can you vote?
You can vote by mail – Apply online for an absentee ballot through the
Office of the Secretary of State: https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/
other-ways-to-vote or complete an absentee ballot application and return to
us by mail or email. Return details are
listed on the back of the application located here: https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/702/Absentee-Voting.

Commissioners’ Corner
June 7		
June 21		

County Board meetings through August 2022
-County Board Meeting
-County Board Meeting

July 12		
July 19		
July 26		

----

County Board Meeting
County Board Meeting
County Board Workshop

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

------

County Board Meeting
County Board Workshop
County Board Meeting
County Board Workshop
County Board Workshop

The Scott County Board of Commissioners meets typically on the first and third
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Upcoming meeting dates are listed above. Visit the Scott County
website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view Board agendas, minutes of previous
meetings, and on-demand video of Board meetings. For further information about
Board meetings, contact County Administration at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background, experience, or just want to
serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens
to serve on advisory committees. For more information on each board or to apply to serve on a committee, visit the www.scottcountymn.gov and click on “Get
Involved.” If you have further questions, please contact Cara Madsen at (952)4968169 or cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us. Please note that some of the vacancies may have
incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed.
Community Corrections Advisory Board -- 1 vacancy (Commissioner
District 1): This board is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott
County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections.
Human Services Resource Council -- 2 vacancies (1 each in Commissioner
Districts 1 and 5): This council participates in the formation of the Strategic
plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board.
Vermillion River Watershed Management Organization (WMO) -- 1 vacancy
(must reside within this watershed district): This commission gives guidance
regarding the watershed management plan, which manages water resources in a
335-square-mile area that includes all or part of 20 cities and townships.
To find out what district you live in, please visit pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us.

You can choose to vote in person
by absentee – Scott County’s absentee
location will again be at Scott County
Public Works located at 600 Country
Trail E Jordan. We will not be offering
in-person voting at the Government
Center.
*New this year! All cities in Scott
County will be providing in-person
absentee voting to their voters! Please
visit our website for full details, locations and hours: https://www.scottcountymn.gov/702/Absentee-Voting.
You can choose to vote on election
day – polls are open 7 a.m. through 8
p.m. Find your polling place here: https://
pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.
What do you need to do now?
Make sure you’re registered and
save yourself time at the polls by registering online! While you can register the
day of the election at your precinct (the
most common way to do this is with an
ID that has your new address or an ID
and a utility bill showing your new address), it is so much easier (and faster!)
when you complete your registration
online. Complete it at least 20 days
before the election and you’re all set!
Don’t know if you’re registered or if
you need to re-register? You can find that
out too. Visit https://mnvotes.sos.state.
mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx to get started.
If you have moved, changed your name,
or are voting for the first time, you need
to register or reregister to vote.
What do you do next?
If you wish to vote by mail you
can submit an application now for both
the State Primary and State General
Elections. Go to https://www.sos.state.
mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-tovote to complete the online form and
make sure to select both elections, if
that is your intention. *Please note that
ballots cannot be mailed until on or after the absentee period begins. If you
request a mail ballot, please give the
County at least 10 days to receive your
ballot before reaching out or visiting an
in person absentee location.

The Office of the Secretary of State
has a great tool that allows you to track
your ballot. *Please be aware that the
information you enter has to exactly
match what you provided on your application, or no results will be found.
Check the status at https://mnvotes.sos.
state.mn.us/AbsenteeBallotStatus.aspx.
What are your options to return your
ballot?
When you receive your absentee ballot in the mail, a notice will be included
to inform you of your options and our
website will be updated to include all
of the choices. *Please note that ballots
cannot be accepted in an unstaffed drop
box location, so please do not use the
drop boxes located at the Government
Center or your local city or township office to return your ballot. They will not
be accepted.
How can you get involved in the
elections process?
There are many ways you can participate in democracy in addition to voting!
Become an election judge! Election
judges are temporary, paid employees
of local election officials (in Scott
County, they are hired by the city or
township) trained to handle all aspects
of voting at the polling place. Serving
as an election judge is a chance to learn
about elections and is a great service to
the community. Get more info at https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/
get-involved/become-an-electionjudge/.
Run for office! Although it is too late
to file for office in 2022, you can visit
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/electionadministration-campaigns/becomea-candidate/ to get more information
about becoming a candidate in future
elections.
If you have any questions about
these topics (or any other elections matters) please feel free to call us at (952)
496-8560 or drop us an email at scelections@co.scott.mn.us. Also, check out
the Secretary of State’s website – they
have a lot of information about elections, voting, and much more at https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/.

Volunteer
Volunteer drivers
drivers needed
needed

Volunteer
Volunteerdrivers
driversare
areneeded
neededfor
forSmartLink
SmartLink
of
Scott
County’s
new
service
called
of Scott County’s new service calledHop
Hop
Scott
Scottwhich
whichprovides
providesrides
ridesto
tothose
thosewho
whocan
can
no
nolonger
longerdrive
driveor
orare
arewithout
withoutaavehicle.
vehicle.
IfIfyou
youlike
likedriving,
driving,meeting
meetingnew
newpeople,
people,
and
helping
others
in
your
hometown
and helping others in your hometown
community,
community,then
thenHop
HopScott
Scottneeds
needsyou!
you!Let’s
Let’s
talk!
Please
contact
us
at
transit@co.scott.
talk! Please contact us at transit@co.scott.
mn.us
mn.usor
orcall
call(952)
(952)496-8341,
496-8341,option
option2.
2.
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Enjoy local summer fun!

Summer
is perfect
the perfect
to attend
a variety
of festivals,
with other
County
residents,
and spend time
with496-8780
old
Summer
is the
timetime
to attend
a variety
of festivals,
get get acquainted
Lisa Kohner,
ScottScott
County
Public
Affairs Coordinator,
at (952)
friends.
Below
is
a
schedule
of
some
of
the
upcoming
local
events
in
and
around
your
community.
Please
contact
Lisa
Kohner,
Scott
acquainted with other Scott County residents, and spend time
if you would like to have your organization’s activities or special events
Public
Affairs
(952)of496-8780
if you would like
to have your
organization’s
activities
special
events
highlighted
with County
old friends.
Below
is Coordinator,
a schedule ofatsome
the upcoming
highlighted
in next
year’s summer
eventsorissue.
And
be sure
to check in
your
next
year’s
summer
events
issue.
And
be
sure
to
check
your
local
papers
and
community
websites
for
further
details
–
happy
summer!
local events in and around your community. Please contact
local papers and community websites for further details – happy summer!

EVENT

START DATE

END DATE

TIME

EVENT ADDRESS

Canterbury Live Racing

May 18

Sept 17

1100 Canterbury Road south, Shakopee

Music in the Park

May 20
Every 3rd Friday
May 20

Aug 19

Wed., Thurs., Sat.,
5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m.
7 p.m.

Valley Fair opens
First Shakopee American Legion
Spring Classic Car

Sept 5

May 22

Huber Park Performance & Events
Series

May 27;
June 9, 16, 18, 23;
July 7, 14, 21, 28;
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25

Music and Food

10 a.m.
(Closed Tuesdays)
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Lakefront Park, 5000 Kop Pkwy SE,
Prior Lake
Valleyfair One Valleyfair Dr, Shakopee
Tahpah Park 1490 Adams Street S., Shakopee

7 p.m.

Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N., Shakopee

June 1,15, 29
July 13, 27; Aug.
10& 24; Sept. 23

4:30-8 p.m.

Downtown Belle Plaine

Big Taste of Fun Featuring
Minnesota Iron Man Bike Ride

June 18

ALL DAY

Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N., Shakopee

Dan Patch Days

June 23

June 26

Music on the Lawn

June 23

June 24

Fire Rescue Days

June 23

June 26

Grand Carnivale

June 25

July 10

Scott County Fair

Lakefront Music Festival

July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31

12 p.m.-10 p.m.
8 a.m.-10 p.m.
9 a.m.-10 p.m.
8 a.m.-10 p.m.
8 a.m.-6 p.m.

July 8

5-11 p.m.

Montgomery Kolacky Days

July 15
80s-Themed
Parade July 16
July 22

Twin Cities Summer Jam

July 21

Coin Carnival

July 29

13th Annual Nite to Unite

Aug. 2

Movie in the Park: Movie is TBD

Aug. 13

Minnesota State Fair

Aug. 25

SMSC Wacipi (Pow Wow)

Aug. 19

Community Picnic

Aug. 27

Dozinky: Czech Harvest Festival

Sept. 16

Scenic Byway River Run

Oct. 8

Halloween Party

Oct. 29

64th Annual Belle Plaine BBQ Days

General Notice
to Control
or Eradicate
Noxious Weeds
Upon Your
Property In Scott
County.

11:30 a.m.-12:30
a.m.
TBD

Community Park
13500 Dakota Avenue, Savage
611 W Main St, Belle Plaine
Wagner Park 121 Todd Street, Elko New Market
Canterbury Park 1100 Canterbury Road S.
Shakopee
7151 190th St W #145, Jordan

Lakefront Park
5000 Kop Pkwy SE, Prior Lake

July 17

Union Square Park, Belle Plaine

July 24

500 5th Street SE, Montgomery

July 23

Canterbury Park 1100 Canterbury Road S.
Shakopee
Lakefront Park
5000 Kop Pkwy SE, Prior Lake

4-7 p.m.

Starts at dusk

Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N., Shakopee

Sept. 5

7 a.m.-11 p.m.

Aug. 21

TBD

1265 Snelling Ave N, St Paul
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Wacipi Grounds 3212 Dakotah Pkwy,
Shakopee

11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sept. 17

Wagner Park 121 Todd Street, Elko New Market
101 East Main St, New Prague
401 N Cedar St. Belle Plaine

10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Eagle View Elementary School
25600 Nevada Avenue, Elko New Market

NOTICE OF HERBICIDE APPLICATION
FOR WEED MANAGEMENT ON SCOTT
COUNTY & TOWNSHIP ROADWAYS
Canada Thistle is one of the
more common noxious weeds in
Minnesota. For a complete list,
visit https://www.mda.state.mn.us/
plants-insects/minnesota-noxiousweed-list.

Notice is hereby given as of the 12th Day of May 2022, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd. 1, that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota,
shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own, occupy, or are
required to maintain.
For information about the Scott County Noxious Weed program please visit
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/621/Noxious-Weeds.

The Scott County Transportation Department, in cooperation with the Scott
Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA), will be applying herbicides along
roadways throughout Scott County beginning in late June. The County contracts
with a licensed commercial applicator to apply the herbicides to control weeds
within road rights-of-way. Treatment will be conducted several times from late June
through September. Select County Highways and Township Roads in Belle Plaine,
Blakeley, New Market, Sand Creek, and St. Lawrence Townships will be treated.
Property owners along a County or township road who do not want their right-ofway frontage sprayed may request to be added to a “No Spray” list. Those property
owners will need to clearly mark their property lines with signs or bright ﬂags
and agree to manage the weeds in and along that area themselves.
Please contact the Scott Cooperative Weed Management Area at (952) 492-5425 or
info@scottswcd.org to be added to the “No Spray” list, or to get answers to other
weed identification and treatment questions.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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Join the library for a season of reading with

June 4 - August 27 / For ages birth - 18
Read, learn, create, and enjoy at home
AND at the library this summer!

Summer Spotlight features FREE fun and educational activities
that will help your kids be ready for school in the fall.

READING & LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Visit your library starting 6/1 to pick up your Summer Spotlight Starter Kit
with reading log, booklists, activities and more. Or join Summer Spotlight
online to track reading and stay motivated with virtual badges.

STAY & PLAY IN THE LIBRARY

Arts workshops
Drone & coding workshops
Spotlight storytimes
Game programs
By Appointment (by household):
CoComelon
Encanto (English/Español)
Minute To Win It
Rule of Sevens Escape Room

PICK UP & GO

Weekly To Go activity
packets
Tabletop Games
Techsplorer Backpacks
Take Home Play Kits
Haunted Library Escape

AROUND TOWN
For more details & the latest updates, visit

www.scottlib.org/summer
Funded in part by:

Visit
Vissit

www.scottlib.org/Readmobile

for our summer schedule!
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Visit a local farmers’ market this summer

What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce? Celebrate summer by visiting one
or more of the great local farmers’ markets right here in our own community.

Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
(May 7 – October)
The 18th season of the Prior Lake
Farmers’ Market began on May 7 and
will continue each Saturday from 8
a.m. to noon until October. Live music
is provided almost every weekend,
and there are two amazing food trucks
serving breakfast. There are many
more new and returning vendors this
year. The Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
is located at 16228 Main Ave SE,
Prior Lake. There is free parking at
many of the local businesses. For more
information, please visit their website at
www.priorlakefarmersmarket.com.
The Little Market That Could™,
Prior Lake
(Thursdays, June through September,
3:53 –7:19 p.m.)
Located at 16907 State Hwy 13, Prior
Lake, this ongoing, seasonal, open
fresh air community farmers market is
open to everyone weekly! On various
Thursdays, they showcase features such
as a classic vehicle roll-in show, food
trucks, an open community performance
stage, a community picnic area, and
an array of educational activities on a
rotating Thursday schedule. The Little
Market That Could™ is made possible
by generous volunteers, sponsors,
grants, vendor and community
participation, and purchasing. U of M
Extension approved.
And news to share! The Little Market
That Could Farmers Market has been
chosen as the winner in the “Best
Family Entertainment” category in
Southwest News Media’s Best of the
Best Contest for 2022. This was the fifth
year for their Best of the Best Contest,
they had thousands of readers cast votes
for their favorites in 70-plus business
categories. When the contest ended,
more than 23,000 votes had been cast...
#seeyousoon... stop in weekly!
New in 2022, Play Mark-it! Bingo, stop
by the Smoke Signals™ Sip N’ Snack
Shack fundraising booth to learn how.
Now welcoming USDA EBT/SNAP
Benefits! Visit the Smoke Signals™
EBT/SNAP exchange booth to learn

& 27; August 3)
From their fields to your table!
Downtown
Shakopee’s
Farmers
Market runs from June 22 to August 3
on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in Downtown Shakopee in the Lewis
Street Lot (across from Bill’s Toggery
and Bluff Creek Boutique). Come
down early to start your day with a cup
of coffee and a breakfast sandwich; and
pick up some amazing fresh produce,
meats, and cheese, bread, and other
goodies to start your day. The popular
downtown free concert series, Rhythm
on the Rails, happens these same
evenings, so make plans to stay around
downtown to enjoy all that Main Street
Shakopee has to offer!

Besides locally grown food and plants, some farmers markets in Scott County
also provide entertainment, food trucks, crafts, fresh baked items, and more.
Above, shoppers at the Prior Lake Farmers Market check out the hanging
flower pots and bedding plants featured in May.

more! Did you forget cash for your
outing? Don’t worry, be happy! Smoke
Signals™ has a national cards exchange
booth too, located to the right of the
SS Trailer visit to learn more! You can
find more information at: https://www.
sendingasmokesignal.org/the-littlemarket-that-couldtrade.html.
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through mid-October)
Located in the parking lot of Borough
Bowl (235 S Ash St, Belle Plaine), the
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features
canned goods, delicious produce,
crafts, and more! We have a variety
of homemade/homegrown products -something for everyone! The market is
held on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 6:30
p.m. For more information, contact
Jenny Horejsi at (952) 456-1212, Eve
Hennen at (952) 367-6844, or email
belleplainefarmersmarket@gmail.com.
You can also find more information
by checking out “Belle Plaine Farmers
Market” on Facebook!
New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays through the end of October)
The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon) is
proud to provide fresh, locally grown,
high quality produce. A variety of
vegetables and fruits are available in
season, and started plants – such as
tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, et cetera
– as well as fruit trees and perennials
are available in the spring. Scrumptious

baked goods, jellies and jams, honey,
and other foods are available all season
long. This year, we will have expanded
crafters, including woodworking,
t-shirts, lambs’ wool yarn, slime, and
jewelry vendors. The New Prague
Farmers’ Market is held in the parking
lot of the East Town Commons. This
is located on the corner Main Street
and 7th Avenue SE (in the Carbone’s
parking lot) in New Prague. For more
information, please contact Joe Bisek
at ajbisek@bevcomm.net or at (952)
994-5632. You can always keep upto-date by visiting them on Facebook
at
https://www.facebook.com/
NewPragueFarmersMarket/.
Savage Farmers’ Market –
(Sundays, June 5 – October 30)
Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’
Markets. In addition to their flagship
market in downtown Saint Paul, the
Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets run
20 satellite markets throughout the
metropolitan area – one right in the
heart of Savage! Located at 4800 W
123rd Street in Savage, the Farmers’
Market opens on June 5 and will be
held on Sundays (from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
through October 30. EBT, credit, and
debit cards accepted. Market staff can
be reached at (651) 227-8101 or via
e-mail to info@stpaulfarmersmarket.
com.

With vendor inquiries or any questions,
please contact Main Street Director,
Heather Proskey, at (952) 641-9044
or via email at hproskey@shakopee.
org. Be sure to like and follow the
Downtown Shakopee Facebook page
for event reminders and all the latest!
Lydia Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays, June 4 - Oct. 29, 9 a.m. to
12 noon)
Located at Highway 13 and County
Road 10 (Highway 13 is currently under
construction so detours may be required,
but CR 10 is open) in the parking lot
of Zion United Methodist Church, the
market offers fresh vegetables, home
canned goods, woodwork. fresh eggs
and baked goods, including homemade
pies. Potential vendors can contact
Kyle Shutrop at (612) 990-9533 for
more information.
If you have information about other
farmers’ markets in and around Scott
County, please contact Lisa Kohner
at (952) 496-8780 or via e-mail at
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us to be included
in an upcoming issue of the SCENE!

Shakopee Farmers’ Market
An abundance of fresh produce is
(Wednesday, June 22 & 29; July 13, 20 usually available by mid-summer.

A group of Carver-Scott Master Gardeners
prepared the teaching gardens at the Scott
County Fairgrounds for planting this spring.

Master Gardeners
can help!
Carver-Scott Master Gardeners are
available to help with your gardening
and landscaping questions. Please
call the Yard & Garden line at (952)
466-5308 or email gardenquestions@
carverscottmastergardeners.org
If you would like to join our email list to
keep up on Master Gardener events and
happenings, please email Coordinator
Kristy Mock at klmock@umn.edu
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County Fair highlights grandstand shows, history
For many Fairgoers, attending the nightly grandstand events at the Scott County Fair each year is a
staple of their summer experience. Some will attend
every night regardless of the event, because they love
the thrill and atmosphere we create in the Grandstands.
Others have a particular favorite they always attend
because they may have a friend or family member participating, the event might be a source of nostalgia, or
they travel all over because they can’t get enough of
a specific event. The Scott County Fair draws a large
crowd for our Grandstand events, which include the
Wednesday Night of Destruction, the Truck & Tractor
Pull, the NTPA Truck & Tractor Pull, and the ultimate
Demolition Derby!
In 2021, the Fair introduced a new Grandstand
event that quickly became a Fairgoer favorite! If you
have yet to attend our Wednesday Night of Destruction to help kick off the start of the Fair, you’ll want to
make plans to attend this year. With a little bit of everything (ranging from endurance races to trailer races
to a combine derby), you’re sure to be on the edge of
your seat the whole time.
And it wouldn’t be a Scott County Fair if they didn’t
host a Truck & Tractor Pull -- but luckily for you, the
Scott County Fair hosts two! On Thursday night we

Two Truck and Tractor Pulls will be held.

The Demo Derby is always a popular attraction.

host our first Truck & Tractor Pull in which we welcome individuals from across the state and County
to participate. On Friday night, they welcome in the
NTPA for added roaring fun.
If you don’t know what Grandstand event is featured on Saturday of the Fair, it may have been a while
since you visited! Regardless if you attend this event
or enjoy the Fair while the grandstands are packed,
odds are you know about the Scott County Fair’s Demolition Derby, a treasured Fairgoer favorite.
The Scott County Fair Grandstand offers a variety
of thrilling events that appeal to a wide range of audiences and ages. If you haven’t attended a Grandstand
event at the Fair recently, pick your favorite to attend
this year! They can’t wait to see you with Lots to Do in
2022—July 27-31!
And now, a little history note from the Scott County Ag Society …
The Scott County Fair is said to be founded as early
as 1857, and with that in mind, we’re now celebrating
our 165th year! What started as a small formation from
some local members by the names of Robert Kennedy
and the Honorable A. G. Chatfield, the Fair has since
been held in various locations throughout Scott Coun-

ty: Shakopee, Belle Plaine, and Jordan. It’s not always
been located where we are now in Jordan, so here’s a
little story for you…
Land was leased from Schutz & Hilgers Park (just
south of Water Street) and the Fairgrounds themselves
were purchased from the brewery in 1930. The Fairgrounds in Jordan (today, the site of the Mini Met
Baseball Park) hosted the event for 58 years, until the
purchase of Fairgrounds Park in St. Lawrence Township in 1972. The new site featured a large cattle barn,
4-H building, sanitation facilities, and concession
stands. Today, the grounds have many more buildings
(such as several more barns housing rabbits, poultry,
swine, sheep, goats, and horses). We have commercial
buildings that can be rented for off season events such
as weddings, family reunions, class reunions, grad parties, and more! We’ve added the famous Ferris Wheel
(“Big Eli”) and the Carousel “Amy” to be permanently housed as well. There are more improvements to
come, so come on out and see for yourself!
This year’s Fair will have Lots to Do in 2022. Some
new attractions are Remember Our Fallen: A memorial
tribute to those who served our great country, Young
Native Pride cultural dancers, and much, much more!
Can’t wait to see you all at the Five Best Days of Summer (July 27-31).

The NTPA Truck and Tractor Pull will be on Friday.

MVTA offers sanitation on buses, savings for riders
The Minnesota Valley Transit Authority would like to welcome Scott
County residents back as they return to
work in the office and thank them for
the continued support throughout the
course of the pandemic. MVTA is promoting increased safety protocols, options to get back to work via express
routes to downtown, a relaunch of our
4FUN bus, and convenient Scott County travel options via routes 447 and 497.

MVTA offers new air purification
systems on buses

Since the beginning of the pandemic,
MVTA has made the health and safety
of customers and employees our top
priority. That effort continues with the
implementation of the latest in air purification technology meant to provide the
safest onboard environment possible.
MVTA air filtration systems now feature bipolar ionization directly within
our existing heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning systems on MVTA buses.
Bipolar ionization actively and continuously treats airborne contaminants,
including bacteria, virus cells, odorous
gases, and aerosols. The process is 100
percent chemical-free and completely
safe for passengers and runs continuously while a bus is in operation, eliminating the need for downtime or interruption of service. Cabin air is treated
working in conjunction with filters
to safeguard air quality, thus creating
the cleanest possible environment for
passengers.

MVTA offers a fast track
back to the office

The Minnesota Valley Transit Authority welcomes Scott County residents back to work with a variety of
transportation options including routes
460, 465, 490, 493, and 495.
460 – frequent express service to
downtown Minneapolis from Burnsville
Transit Station Monday to Friday
465 – frequent express service to

MVTA express
service routes
Unfamiliar with bus routes that will get you from here to there? MVTA staff is
available to help with trip planning Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

downtown and the University of Minnesota from Burnsville Transit Station
with opportunities from South Bloomington Transit Station and I-35W and
Lake Street Station Monday to Friday
490 – early morning express service
to Minneapolis and the University of
Minnesota leaving from County Road
21 and Main Avenue in Shakopee as
well as Southbridge Crossings Park and
Ride, 1401 Crossings Boulevard, Shakopee, Monday to Friday
493 – express service from Marschall
Road Transit Station to downtown Minneapolis Monday to Friday
495 – frequent express service from
Marschall Road Transit Station and
Burnsville Transit Station to the Mall
of America for light rail connections to
downtown seven days a week

According to APTA’s Transit Saving Report, a two-person household can
save, on average, more than $9,823 a
year by downsizing to one car. Taking the bus allows you to skip monthly
parking fees and bypass higher gasoline
costs, providing an affordable alternative to driving.
One person with a 20-mile round trip
commute who switches from driving
to public transit can reduce his or her
daily carbon emissions by 20 pounds,
or more than 4,800 pounds in a year. A
single commuter switching his or her
commute to public transportation can
reduce a household’s carbon emissions
by 10 percent, and up to 30 percent if he
or she eliminates a second car.
Route 497 in Shakopee now provides
access to the Scott County Government

Center and features two brand new bus
shelters at that location. The route also
serves Marschall Road Transit Station,
downtown Shakopee, the Community
Center, and the Town Square Mall.
Route 499 in Shakopee will provide
seven-day-a-week service directly to
Canterbury Park beginning May 21.
4FUN relaunches
MVTA is thrilled to announce a 2022
return for the 4FUN bus. Passengers can
relax as they roll past the gas pumps to
top destinations including Mystic Lake,
Canterbury Park, Valleyfair, and Mall
of America in clean, cool, WiFi comfort. The 4 Fun Bus runs on Saturdays
and Sundays, through the end of October westbound hourly from 10 a.m.–
10 p.m. via MOA, Valleyfair, Canterbury, Marschall Road Transit Station,
and Mystic Lake and eastbound hourly from 9:52 a.m. – 10:55 p.m. via Mystic Lake, Marschall Road Transit Station, Canterbury, Valleyfair, and MOA.
Regional riders can use Route 495 to
connect with the 4Fun Bus at Marschall
Road Transit Station.
Route 447 is an east-west local route
providing seven-day-a-week hourly
service between Mystic Lake Casino,
downtown Prior Lake, Savage Park and
Ride, Burnsville Center, and Apple Valley Transit Station.
For more information on routes, go
to https://www.mvta.com/routes/.

Customer Service

Minnesota Valley Transit Authority is the public transit provider for
Prior Lake, Savage, and Shakopee in
Scott County and Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, and Rosemount in Dakota
County.
The Minnesota Valley Transit Authority Customer Service staff are available to assist with trip planning. Specialists are available in person or by
phone, at 952-882-7500, 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday to Friday. Also, feel free
to email comments, questions, or concerns to mvta@mvta.com.
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Organics recycling program sees great success
Turn your uneaten food into compost! Scott County, along with area partners, offer free drop-off sites
for residents interested in recycling their food scraps
and nonrecyclable paper items. It’s easy to sign up and
start reducing your waste.
Yard Trimmings and food scraps make up nearly 30
percent of waste produced by the average households
in Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency. “By separating and collecting those
organic materials, we can recycle them into valuable
compost used in landscaping and road construction
projects throughout the County,” said Nick Reishus,
Environmentalist with the Scott County Recycling and
Solid Waste Program.
When food scraps get sent to landfills, they get
trapped amidst standard garbage, sit stagnant, and
break down, creating greenhouse gases. Composting or
recycling food scraps instead of throwing them away
reduces both the amount of waste sent to local landfills
and greenhouse gas emissions. Separating and recycling your food waste also reduces the overall trash
produced at home, and can shrink an average family’s
weekly garbage haul by a whopping 30 percent! Reductions like that can allow residents to reduce the size
of their collection bin, saving space and money.
Success with local drop-off facilities
Scott County Environmental Services debuted a
new grant opportunity in 2020 that offered funding
to local cities, businesses, and community groups in
the County to start Food Waste Organics Recycling
and Collection Sites. From this grant, four sites were
opened throughout the County by the start of 2021.
Partnering organizations included the City of Jordan,
the SMSC Organics Recycling Facility in Shakopee,

Food and yard waste collection sites were set
up in four Scott County communities with grant
funds from Scott County Environmental Services.

Buckingham Companies in Prior Lake, and Suburban
Waste Services in Savage.
“We’re thrilled with the participation so far,” Reishus commented. “These drop-off locations are paving the way to making food waste organics recycling
available to all of our residents. And we hope the demand for these new collection sites leads to residents
asking for curbside food waste organics collection
provided by their waste hauler, just like the demand
for convenient recycling opportunities led to curbside
recycling collection being available County-wide over

Public may access County’s
drinking water test reports

Community public water suppliers (anything that
provides drinking water to at least 25 people) are required to send a yearly report to all the residents they
serve, detailing the status of the drinking water they
provide. Public water suppliers (mainly cities) have
strict testing and treatment requirements they must
follow. The requirements are set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Minnesota Department of Health, and these yearly reports provide
a summary to the numerous tests that have been completed throughout the year. But what about people
who live outside the city and get their drinking water
from a private well?
In the state of Minnesota, private wells have no
testing requirements outside of an arsenic and nitrate
test when the well is first drilled. This means private
well users are expected to follow testing recommendations on their own. Unfortunately, a lot of well owners
are unaware of testing recommendations.
Scott County has published a Drinking Water Report to help educate private well users on the importance of testing your drinking water. The Drinking
Water Report is modeled off the same reports that cities send out to their residents annually, and it summa-

rizes the results of all the water test kits the County
sold to residents in 2021.
Please visit scottcountymn.gov/DWR to view the
report. And as a reminder, Scott County offers several
drinking water tests for purchase at scottcountymn.
gov/wells.

Want more information
about Scott County?

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide
the public with information about Scott County
Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions,
contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/list.
aspx to sign up for e-mail and/or text
message alerts on everything from
County Board and Planning Advisory
Commission agendas to road and
transit updates, bid postings,
emergency alerts, and much more!

30 years ago.”
Reishus reflected on his recent conversation with a
new participant: “Discussing the program with a participating resident, it was exciting to talk about how
the program had made an impact on their household.
They’re saving space in their garbage bins, reducing
waste sent to local landfills, and they have a chance to
save money if they contract for a smaller trash bin.”
Across the four sites, over 200 tons of food waste
and yard waste were collected and composted in 2021
-- that means Scott County residents prevented over
200 tons of waste from going to the landfill in just one
year. With the great success of its first year, participants are excited to see it grow in the future.
Organic recycling options in Scott County
Scott County currently has four places where you
can economically and efficiently dispose of food
scraps. There may be additional costs for disposing
of yard waste.
For more information about specific site hours and
signup procedures, please visit the Scott County Organics Recycling Website at https://scottcountymn.
gov/organicsrecycling.
For more details on facility hours, visit the Scott
County Waste Navigator tool at https://gis.co.scott.
mn.us/wastenav/.
How do I start recycling my organics?
Set up a convenient collection spot at home. This
can be an official plastic trash bin, or other things like
ice cream buckets, large coffee containers, yogurt
tubs, et cetera. Check with your drop-off site to see
whether or not loose food scraps are acceptable. Otherwise, line your collection bucket with BPI Certified
compostable bags. When your container is full, bring
it to your local drop off facility.
For more information on food scraps recycling,
visit https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1294/Organics.

Diabetes
prevention
program
coming to
Scott County
Scott County Public Health is partnering with
WGH Group on a pilot project called Bringing
Down the Numbers, a Diabetes prevention program focused on diabetes and hypertension prevention in the Latinx community of Scott County.
This program will consist of home visits by community paramedics and community health workers to assist with assessment, education, and lifestyle changes for those at risk or diagnosed with
prediabetes, diabetes, and/or hypertension.
By using community paramedics and community health workers, the program aims to meet
people where they are at in the community: At
home, virtually, and in public settings. Assessments, education, and coaching will be available
for the whole family in order to improve health
outcomes around chronic disease management
and prevention. The program’s goals include helping participants improve key indicators associated
with their conditions (A1C, blood glucose, and/or
blood pressure) and assist them with any underlying social issues that may also be affecting their
health and family’s well-being.
This innovative pilot is free to participating clients and is currently open for enrollment. If you
would like further information, please connect
with Kenzie Wilcox at kwilcox@wghgroupllc.
com.
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Applications open for FAST-TRACK Challenge
Applications are now being accepted
for the 6th annual Scott County FASTTRACK Challenge (FTC) to be held
on Thursday, Oct. 13. Businesses zero
to five years old, located (or willing
to locate) in Scott County, are encouraged to pitch their ideas in this “Shark
Tank”-like business competition. The
Scott County FAST-TRACK Challenge,
coordinated through the Scott County
CDA’s Center for Entrepreneurship
(CFE), is designed to help first-stage
businesses fast-track their company’s
success. Assistance in preparing business plans, financial projections, and
the pitch are provided prior to the actual
event. Submit applications online at
www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com until
Aug. 31.
Finalists pitch their service or product to a panel of judges and compete
for prizes including a free virtual membership to the Scott County Center for
Entrepreneurship (CFE), start-up funds,
and professional services -- such as

legal, design, and free Chamber memberships. The prize packages are made
possible through numerous generous
sponsors of the event.
• Gold Sponsor is Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
• Silver sponsors include Minnwest
Bank-New Prague, Neon Lizard
Creative Design, and Larkin
Hoffman law firm.
• Bronze sponsors include First
Bank & Trust-New Prague, the

•

Prior Lake EDA, and this year’s
host for the event, the City of
Savage, City of Shakopee EDA,
MVEC Operation Round-Up..
Copper sponsors include the State
Bank of Faribault-Prior Lake,
Elko New Market Chamber of
Commerce, New Prague Chamber
of Commerce, Prior Lake Chamber
of Commerce, Savage Chamber of
Commerce, and Shakopee Chamber
of Commerce.

Sponsors and professional service
providers are still being accepted. Companies and organizations looking an opportunity to connect with entrepreneurs
and give back to the community are encouraged to contact the CDA’s CFE.
The Scott County Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) is located at 4601
Dean Lakes Boulevard, Shakopee. The
CFE offers a variety of programs for
businesses including incubator space
for lease; a virtual program; an assigned
mentor; bi-monthly educational programs (lunch & learns); and access to
free accounting, design, and legal services. Information on the Scott County
CFE and applications to the program
may be found at https://scottcda.org/
center-for-entrepreneurship/.
For more information on the Scott
County FAST-TRACK Challenge visit
the website at www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com or contact Jo Foust at the
Scott County CDA, CFE at jfoust@
scottfss.org.

Businesses must recycle, but it can save money
Did you know that there is a law
that requires recycling at commercial
buildings with one or more businesses
located within the metro counties? If
you’re in the metro area and you have
a contract for weekly pickup with a garbage hauler for four or more cubic yards
of trash, you’re required by state law to
provide a recycling disposal option at
your building.
There are a few different recycling
streams that can be collected to satisfy
this requirement. These include glass,
metal, plastic, paper (office paper,
newspaper, or cardboard), and organics
(food waste and non-recyclable paper).
Another option for recycling can be a
less common material that is specific to
your business, such as textiles or some
other recyclable material. At least three
of these materials must be recycled to
comply with the law.
What benefits do you get for offering
recycling? There are a lot of reasons to
recycle, and one particularly significant
one for businesses is saving money.
Recyclable materials are tax exempt. If
you take a little time to sort out acceptable recyclables from your trash stream,

a business that recycles encourages recycling for staff in their own personal
habits. If being more environmentally
friendly isn’t a big enough motivation,
having recycling options that are practiced at your business can be an encouraging signal to customers that you care
about the environment and for the com-

Commercial buildings with one
or more business located within
the metro counties are required to
recycle at least three materials.

you will pay less tax on your solid waste
bill. As trash pickups are taxed up to 70
percent, this can add up to a lot of savings for a little work on the front end.
In addition, businesses may be able
to work with their garbage haulers to reduce trash bin size or service frequency
to save even more money. Scott County
has grant money available to start or improve recycling at your facility.
Another big benefit to recycling?
Keeping as much reusable materials
out of the landfills as possible. Being

Office
paper,
newspaper,
and
cardboard are often recycled by
businesses.

munity you operate in, which can lead to
positive customer feedback and loyalty.
Do you need to start or improve recycling at your public entity building?
If so, please visit www.mnwastewise.
org or contact Waste Wise at (651) 2924650. There, you will find information
and a variety of resources that are available for all things recycling.

Businesses need appointments
for hazardous waste disposal
Did you know
that Scott County
has an easy, convenient, and affordable
solution for local
metro
businesses
looking to dispose
of their hazardous
waste? If your business generates less
than 220 pounds (or 22 gallons) of hazardous waste
per month, then you may qualify for the VSQG (very
small quantity generator) hazardous waste disposal
program at the Scott County Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) facility. Simply follow our easy, fourstep process.

drop off is usually the first Tuesday of the
month and is by appointment only. Note that
we do not accept any businesses without an
appointment. There is an application form that
needs to completed and uploaded as part of the
appointment process. This application form
should be an accurate inventory of the wastes for
disposal.
4. Department of Transportation (DOT)
may require shipping papers for some of
the hazardous waste for transport. Our
department will determine if this is needed based
on the submitted application form. The shipping
papers will be emailed to you before the disposal
day. Make sure to have signed copies of these
papers during transportation of the waste.

1. Do you qualify for this program? If you’re not
sure, we can help you determine if you qualify.
This may include becoming licensed with Scott
County as a hazardous waste generator, applying
for a hazardous waste ID number, and providing
a list of items for disposal.
2. Identify and quantify the wastes. What wastes
do you have? Do you have weights or quantities
ready? Do you have any Safety Data Sheets
(SDS), if available?
3. Schedule the disposal date and time on the
VSQG disposal website. Business waste

Once all these steps are completed and shipping
papers are sent your way, arrive at the HHW on the
correct date and time for your appointment. Note that
these appointments are in 30-minute time blocks; if
you think you need to make multiple trips or the appointment may take longer than 30 minutes, please
discuss this with us prior to your disposal date as it
may impact your disposal date and time.
Please visit our website at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/574/VSQG---Small-Business-HazardousWaste-Ma or contact Richard Jones at (952) 496-8366
for additional information.
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Free Wellness in the
Parks Programs
New low-impact, beginner friendly and wellness themed
programs are being offered in Scott County Parks.
Email abunio@co.scott.mn.us for information on
transportation & language assistance. All wellness
programs are free to attend!

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated into
24 languages.
Select the language at the bottom of each page.

Work Where you

Translation by phone at 763-559-6700

Looking for job opportunities with flexible scheduling and
competitive wages that also combine your passion for the
outdoors? Three Rivers is now hiring! Check out our newest
job postings.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

ThreeRiversParks.org/Employment | 763-694-7777
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summer

Midsummer Festival
A Day of Free Family Fun!

R atonal Park

Saturday, July 16, 2022 10 AM-5 PM
• Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park 25875 Juniper Avenue. New Prague

•

Canoes

•

Log Rolling

•

Climbing Wall

•

Kayaks

•

Archery

•

•

Paddleboards

•

Zip-Line

Inflatable
Bouncers

ThreeRivers
PARK DISTRICT

in partnership with

•

Antique Tractor
Show

. ♦ 1 PM Parade
♦ Food Concessions
♦ Crafts. Blacksmithing,
Rope Making
♦ Flea Market

�OOtt
County

Midsummer Festival
A Day of Free Family Fun!

R atonal Park

Saturday, July 21, 2018

10 AM-5 PM

• Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park 25875 Juniper Avenue. New Prague

•

Canoes

•

Log Rolling

•

Climbing Wall

•

Kayaks

•

Archery

•

•

Paddleboards

•

Zip-Line

Inflatable
Bouncers

golf in the parks
'

•

Antique Tractor
Show

. ♦ 1 PM Parade
Summer Programs

Sign up for adventure! We’re offering♦ aFood
varietyConcessions
of opportunities
♦
Crafts.
to play outside, explore wild spaces and try newBlacksmithing,
things. New and
Rope Making
exciting offerings are added each month.

in partnership
withGolf
ThreeRivers
�,.
,,,.,... tt"
frtC:',
�(XJ
The scenic,
moderately rolling terrain
of Cleary Lake
Summer registration opens:

Cleary Lake Regional Park, Prior Lake
PARK DISTRICT

Course offers a full range of amenities for both beginner and
experienced golfers. Book your tee time today.
Golf Academy
Improve your skills and have some fun! It’s as simple as that.
Lesson registration now open.

ThreeRiversParks.org/Golf | 763-694-7777

♦ Flea Market

County

• May 18 for June programs
• June 15 for July programs
• July 12 for August programs

Scan the QR code with your phone camera
or visit ThreeRiversParks.link/Programs
to browse and register online.
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The Customer Service area provides more space and seating.
(Photos by Gaffer Photography, courtesy of Wold Architects.)

A remodeled meeting space in Government Center East (GCE).

New facilities

equipped to meet the needs of those
Scott County residents looking to tap
into these resources.
The new Government Center West
(GCW) building – which took the place
of the parking lot at the old main entrance to the facility – is now the flagship of the Health and Human Services
department, Veterans Services, County
Attorney, and Community Corrections. These departments are very well
equipped and positioned on the campus
to efficiently and effectively manage all
the needs of the community, noted Pam
Selvig, Scott County Health and Human Services Director.
The existing Government Center –
now called Government Center East
(GCE) – has been renovated top to bottom, receiving an entire overhaul of the
HVAC system, updated technology,
and new customer service counter(s) on
the first floor -- greatly increasing the
number of customers that can be seen
in a given day. The Anchor Center is
also located on the first floor of the
GCE building, providing a dedicated
space to accommodate community support programs for adults with mental
illness. Transportation staff was also
moved to the GCE building from the
Public Works campus in Spring Lake
Township to enable more collaboration
within those key departments that focus on transportation issues. Environmental Services, Taxation, Employee
Relations, Building Inspections, Natural Resources, Parks, Surveyor, and
Zoning departments all reside in the
GCE building as well. The reoccurring
theme focuses on centralized services,
bringing nearly all County services to
one main campus.

From Page 1

With staff moving out of the Public Works building, it presented an
opportunity to rework the now available space in that building and offer a
more versatile, multi-functional space
to meet the needs of several different
County initiatives. For example, there
will be an expanded space for the Scott
County Sheriff’s deputies to drop in
while out patrolling the County, keeping our communities safe. The space
will also allow for an expanded Elections space for the public to stop in and
vote during all active election periods;
this space is centrally located in Scott
County, making it convenient for residents in the more rural areas.
The existing Justice Center/Court
House had specific areas that were
renovated during this three-year timeframe. A total of two new courtrooms
and a large jury assembly area have
been added to better serve the needs
of the ever-increasing demands of the
court system (a third courtroom was
also added to the third floor of the Law
Enforcement Center). A new law library was constructed, increasing the
available space and resources for the
public.
All this work was completed while
maintaining the key services that Scott
County residents depend on each day.
“Scott County would like to thank
all residents for their continued patience and support throughout these
major changes to our facilities and the
way we do business,” said County Administrator Lezlie Vermillion. “We will
continue to refine our service delivery
and appointments as we move forward.
Delivering What Matters remains at the
forefront of everything we do.”

Office cubicles (above) and portable work stations are common throughout
the buildings. Below is a staff kitchenette in GCE Customer Service area.

(Photo by Dustin Kruger)

The jury assembly room was being completed in May.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Beauty, soil health collide in native prairie conversion
The long driveway of Brian and Tia Smith’s
Lakeville home bursts with bright green grasses and
budding flowers in the May sun. That vibrance continues around their equally colorful Scandinavian
farmhouse, creating a fantastic setting reminiscent
of the old-world countryside. The Smiths enjoy this
view every day, thanks to their efforts to restore the
land surrounding their house into native prairie back
in 2019. The journey they took is one of exemplary
land protection and partnership.
Brian and Tia’s introduction to prairie restoration
started back in 2015 when the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) helped them install a
raingarden. Raingardens are sunken gardens that collect rainwater and showcase Minnesota-native flowers and grasses. The Smiths loved the final product
of their raingarden, and saw firsthand the beauty that
native grasses and flowers could bring to a landscape.
Brian and Tia were already stewards of the land;
both grew up with a deep understanding of the value
of nature and raised their family with the same principles. Tia, with a background in birding, was captivated by the diversity of prairies and wanted to
expand that richness to surround their property. In
spring 2019, Brian attended one of the Scott SWCD’s
workshops on how to plant a native prairie, and after
meeting with office technicians, they were ready to
put forth an application.
Again, they called the Scott SWCD for assistance
and Diann Vosejpka, Ag Specialist, worked them
through the process of restoring nearly five acres
surrounding their home into native prairie. This included creating a mix of native flowers and grasses
that would work well in their location. Many native
plants provide seeds for wildlife to forage, and native
flowers attract birds, bees, and beneficial insects. In
addition to providing food, native plants also provide
shelter, cover, and nesting sites for wildlife.
All seed mixes designed with the Scott SWCD in-

Tia Smith (above) and her husband Brian are
looking forward to the summer and fall when the
prairie bursts with colorful flowers.

clude species that bloom throughout the entirety of
Minnesota’s growing season, but the Smiths went
above and beyond and specifically requested a seed
plan that included a large percentage of flowers and
pollinator-friendly species. “We knew the mix would
be a little more expensive, but we wanted this prairie
to be a home for our birds and bees,” Brian and Tia
recollected. “And we benefitted too. The color has
been incredible, and we love watching the wildlife
come through. We’ve got bird nests and deer trails all
over.”
Site prep was a new adventure in landscaping for
Brian, as the land had been in corn and soybean production long before the pair purchased the property.
But Brian embraced the endeavor. He remarked how
straightforward the process was. After the fall corn
harvest, there was no prep needed for seeding the following spring. The prairie was no-till seeded into corn
stubble in spring 2020, and was mowed only once in

the summer for weed control.
The new prairie is now in year two of growth, and
it is looking magnificent. Prairies typically take three
to four years before they are fully established, but in
the Smiths’ case, color and life were abundant even
after the first year.
Once a native prairie is established, it needs no
fertilizers, and the use of chemicals is limited to spotspraying noxious weeds with an herbicide if needed.
Native plants grow roots up to 15 feet deep, which
helps keep the soil in place and increases infiltration
of rainwater so erosion is greatly decreased. Brian and
Tia’s prairie is in a particularly unique spot, seated
just above the Vermillion River. By restoring the land
to hardy, resilient, sturdy native grasses and flowers,
the Smiths are reducing the sediment and runoff that
would otherwise make its way directly into the Vermillion River and beyond. Brian offered these words
of wisdom: “If you want to try it, do it! Don’t let a
lack of experience stop you. Life is either a daring
adventure, or nothing at all. Might as well make it a
daring adventure.”
The prairie restoration project was eligible for financial assistance to cover a portion of the seeding
and supplies, and Diann walked them through the paperwork. In return for this financial assistance, Brian
and Tia agreed to maintain the prairie for at least ten
years.
If you’re interested in implementing your own
conservation project, the Scott SWCD can help. Conservation technicians can create a plan, put together
seed mixes, and guide you through prairie planting
and maintenance. Technicians can also discuss financial assistance options for which you may be eligible.
The Scott SWCD has special funds available for prairie plantings within the Sand Creek and Prior Lake
areas. To get the process started, call the Scott SWCD
at (952) 492-5425.

Be prepared: Develop a
financial disaster plan
Many elements of preparedness
seem intuitive. It is easy to make a plan
and set aside a few days to a few weeks
of food and water. But what happens
when a disaster, cyberattack, or technical failure makes our digital transactions fail? Could you still purchase
the things that you need? In a disaster,
things may not get back to normal for a
couple of weeks… or longer.
Many people rely on credit or debit
cards for everything from a meal to groceries to filling up with gas. But what
if those cards suddenly stopped working? That is exactly what happened
to residents when a bank merger occurred recently. People who had plenty
of money in their accounts suddenly
found their debit cards declined due to a
bank error. Most people learned of the
problem only when they were standing
at the register with a cart full of groceries and no way to pay for them.
The global pandemic has threatened
many people’s financial stability. Even
if your income has been stable, inflation
may have reduced your buying power.
The first step in our financial preparedness plan is to assess your current financial status. How much do
you spend each month? Of those expenses, which are automatically withdrawn from accounts? What expenses
are necessities, and what purchases
could be delayed? By understanding
your spending habits, you can start to
develop risk mitigation techniques.
The next step is to conduct an inventory of financial accounts, investments, and insurance policies. If you
had to evacuate, could you quickly grab
important financial documents? Do
you have enough checks, and do you
know what your balance is? Do you
have an emergency fund of cash stored
in a safe place? After a disaster, stores
may not be able to break large bills.

Emergency cash should be in low denominations. Do you have a place outside of the home where sensitive documents and cash can be securely stored?
If something happened to you, would
your loved ones be able to find these
important documents?
Do you have an appropriate level
of insurance? Most homeowners’ insurance policies do not cover flooding
or sewer backups. If you do not participate in the National Flood Insurance
Program, you should make an informed
decision about your risk. Policies may
not cover full replacement cost or pay
for things like temporary housing.
Movies depict FEMA providing financial assistance to residents after a disaster. The reality is that FEMA’s Individual Assistance program is activated
only in the most severe of federally-declared disasters. Even then, the average
distribution is only $2,500.
What we’re encouraging here is
that you to develop a financial disaster plan for your household. Identify
which documents are critical should a
disaster threaten your home. Develop a
safe place to store the most recent statements, and include these documents
in your “bugout plan.” Pack them in
a water-resistant container, such as
a Ziplock bag. Next, determine what
an appropriate amount of money is
for your emergency fund. Find a secure place or places to store that cash.
Consider obtaining a credit card that is
used only in a disaster. Write down
the phone number for your credit card
companies. Consider adding these
numbers to your phone contacts. If a
card is lost or stolen, be ready to report
or freeze it.
It can be daunting to make a financial disaster plan, but taking small steps
now can greatly increase your ability to
recover.

Many property owners asked what happened to their homestead exclusion.
The market value (homestead) exclusion follows a sliding scale. The amount
of value that is excluded decreases as your property value increases. When
your property value reaches $413,800, the exclusion is zero.

Assessed valuations

“limited market value” used to phase in
large value increases, but that program
sunset for taxes payable in 2010.
If the housing market crashes due
to higher interest rates and/or other
economic forces, will you decrease
my property value?
Yes. Assessors follow actual sales
and measure how those sale prices
stack up against previously set assessed values. If the sale prices are
coming in lower than the assessed
values, the assessed values must be
adjusted downward to match the actual
sale activity. In fact, this happened
when median assessed values decreased for five straight years between
2008 and 2012.

From page 1

Why didn’t my taxes go down
when values decreased during the
previous market downturn?
See the answer to question number
one. Just as a 23 percent increase in
value will not necessarily equate to 23
percent in additional taxes collected,
a decrease in property value does not
mean local governments will collect
less in taxes either. The budgets and
levies are set after property values; the
last step involves calculating tax rates
so that the amount needed is collected,
no more, and no less.
As always, please feel free to contact the Scott County Assessor’s Office
any time of year with questions.

Choose Not to Use
program adopts new logo
This new logo reflects the more
comprehensive reach of the
“ChooseNotToUse” program.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know. So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Savage:

and can hold just over 3,000 pounds.
While these flexible dumpsters convenient and helpful for short-term projects, they are not designed to sit
outdoors for extended periods of time due to their lack
of structure or drainage like conventional dumpsters.
The current pick-up charge for a flexible dumpster is
just over $150. Removal of these dumpsters requires a
special piece of crane-like equipment that only a few
waste haulers have. Residents who exceed the 14-day
limit will receive a warning that their dumpster needs
to be disposed. After the warning period, they could
be subject to an administrative fine.

Along with the charging stations, which are expected to be operational by summer, both the city and
SPU have invested in electric vehicles to add to their
respective fleets.
The city received its Ford Mustang Mach-E in the
fall and has also purchased a Ford F-150 Lightning,
which will be available later this year. These fully
electric vehicles have zero tailpipe emissions, which
dramatically lowers smog and greenhouse gas emissions even when considering electricity generation.
The Mustang Mach-E is capable of traveling about
250 miles on one charge.

Water efficiency rebates available Pedestrian bridge will fill gap in From the Shakopee
Your in-lawn irrigation system, toilets, washing machine, or dishwasher could be wasting water
and money. Thanks to a grant from the Metropolitan
Council and funding through the Clean Water Land
and Legacy Amendment, Savage residents can receive
a credit on their water bill for replacing existing devices with specified water-efficient devices purchased
between June 2, 2022 through June 30, 2024. Rebates
will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis until the grant money is gone.
The rebate program is only available to property
owners who are customers of the City of Savage’s
water supply system. Expenses eligible for the rebate
include the out-of-pocket cost of the replacement devices, taxes not included. Eligible devices must be US
EPA WaterSense labeled or DOE Energy Star rated.
New construction and new development are ineligible
as this program is intended to be a current infrastructure replacement program.
Go to https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/
for a list of WaterSense toilets and irrigation controllers. Go to https://www.energystar.gov/products for a
list of Energy Star rated washers and dishwashers.
After you apply, the rebate will appear as a credit
on your water bill. If you have any questions, please
contact Water Resource Manager Jesse Carlson at
(952) 882-2686 or jcarlson@cityofsavage.com.

Shakopee trail system

By the end of the year, pedestrians and bikers alike
will be able to safely cross Highway 169 in Shakopee
using a newly-built pedestrian bridge. Shakopee City
Council has approved plans for the city to construct
the bridge south of Quarry Lake Park. The bridge will
eliminate a significant gap in the local and regional
trail system, which is currently separated by Highway
169.
The new pedestrian bridge will connect the southern part of Shakopee, between the Southbridge and
Dean Lakes neighborhoods, with the paved trail near
Quarry Lake. On the north side of the highway, the
existing paved trail extends from the Quarry Lake area
to the Minnesota Valley State Trail at Valleyfair.
The new trail connection will be especially exciting
for biking enthusiasts who want to spend a day on the
trails unfettered by Highway 169, with a stop at Xcel
Energy Mountain Bike Park. The only way to cross the
highway by foot or bike right now is by taking Stagecoach Road, which does not have dedicated trails for
pedestrians and sometimes has wait times due to the
nearby rail yard. Construction on the pedestrian bridge
will begin this spring, with estimated completion in
the fall of 2022.

Treatment discount available to
prevent Emerald Ash Borer

Roughly one in every four trees in Savage is an ash
tree – that’s over 4,350 trees throughout the City. To
help preserve the health of public and private ash trees
in our community, the City of Savage has contracted
with Rainbow Treecare to provide Emerald Ash Borer
treatment at a discounted cost. This partnership offers
Savage homeowners a treatment discount rate of $6.70
per inch of trunk diameter (measured 4.5 feet from the
ground) through 2022. To take advantage of this EAB
Treatment Discount Program
• Contact Rainbow Treecare at (952) 767-6920;
rainbowtreecare.com/savage.
• Schedule a free, no-obligation appointment with
their ISA Certified Arborist for a comprehensive
ash tree health evaluation.
• Receive a quote for any recommended treatment Three new electric vehicle charging stations will
be installed by the City of Shakopee and SPU..
options.
• Schedule recommended ash injection treatments
between June 1 and September 30.
For more information on what you need to know
about EAB, go to cityofsavage.com/parks-recreation/
natural-resources/emerald-ash-borer.
With the demand for electric vehicles rising and
expected to increase further, Shakopee residents can
rest assured they’ll never have to travel far to recharge
From Shakopee:
their batteries.
The City of Shakopee is installing three electric vehicle (EV) charging stations—one at the Community
Center and two in the downtown Lewis Street Parking
The Shakopee City Council has enacted an ordi- lot. Each will be a dual port station, meaning it can
nance that allows flexible dumpsters on a resident’s charge two vehicles at the same time. The stations are
property for no more than 14 days. Over the last sev- partially funded by a diesel replacement grant from the
eral years, the city has received repeated and consis- Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and will add to
tent reports about flexible dumpsters overflowing and the state’s current total of roughly 1,200 charging staremaining outside for months on end.
tions, according to the U.S. Department of Energy.
These flexible dumpsters can be purchased at big
Shakopee Public Utilities, which already has a pubbox stores, unfolded, and used for debris from a reno- licly available charging station at its facility, has plans
vation or remodeling project or items from a garage to install additional charging stations around the city
or attic clean-out. They are typically three cubic yards as well at Southbridge Dog Park and Lions Park.

City, SPU installing electric
vehicle charging stations

After complaints, City adopts
flexible dumpster ordinance

Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

2022 Wacipi celebration

This year’s Wacipi will be held Aug. 19-21.

The third weekend in August is the SMSC’s annual
Wacipi—or powwow—a traditional Native American
gathering celebrating life, pride, and honor. This year
the event will be held Aug. 19-21.
Today’s Wacipi—which means “they all dance” in
the Dakota language—brings together people for three
days of celebrating. It is a time for preserving a rich
heritage, while reconnecting with old friends and making new ones.
Don’t miss one of the weekend’s Grand Entries,
which brings hundreds of dancers of all ages into the
arena. Representing dozens of tribes from across the
United States and Canada, dancers dressed in traditional regalia compete for top honors in various dance
style categories and age groups, while noteworthy
drum groups surround the perimeter of the dance
arena.
There will also be dozens of Native American artisans offering their traditional beadwork, jewelry, and
handmade goods for purchase, as well as a variety of
food vendors offering Indian tacos, burgers, lemonade, and other refreshing treats.
Be sure to attend the annual Wacipi celebration in
Shakopee over the weekend of August 19-21, 2022.
Learn more at SMSCWacipi.org.

SMSC to bring cultural
displays to County, State Fair

For the second year in a row, the SMSC is looking
forward to hosting an educational booth at the Minnesota State Fair. The SMSC was the first tribal government represented at the fair since its inception over
160 years ago! The booth will again be located in the
Education Building—be sure to stop by and say hello!
New this year, the SMSC will be at the Scott County
Fair! Join us in all the fun July 27-31 as we gather and
share our culture with an open heart to build a closer
connection with our neighbors.

‘Understand Native Minnesota’
educates about Native culture

Understand Native Minnesota is a $5 million strategic initiative and philanthropic campaign aimed to
strengthen the Native American narrative in Minnesota schools. Now in its third year, the initiative led
by SMSC Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Crooks-Stratton continues to cultivate partnerships with educators,

SCALE SCENE Continued on next page
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Tips for enjoying a safe summer

After a long winter, Minnesotans are
eager to take advantage of every bit of
summertime. While we’re enjoying activities that the warmer weather brings,
it is important to keep safety in mind.
Accidents and injuries are bound to happen, but there are many that can be prevented if safety precautions are taken.
Water safety
In the Land of 10,000 Lakes, many of
us spend a lot of time in, on, or around
the water in the
summer; however, fun water activities can pose
risks if the proper
safety efforts are
forgotten.
Always wear
a life jacket when
boating or canoeing. In addition, make sure that someone is always watching children when
they are near water. Young children
can drown in only a couple of inches
of water – it’s so important for children
to have supervision when enjoying the
pool or beach. If you do suspect that
someone is struggling in the water, call
911 immediately. And remember: Consuming alcohol while driving a boat is
the same as driving a car, it shouldn’t
be done.
Child safety
Summer break symbolizes freedom
for many children -- freedom from
school, homework, and the confinement of indoor play. Many children
extend this sense of freedom, exploring their neighborhoods on foot or by
bike. But as with any freedom comes
responsibility.
Set clear landmark boundaries for
where your child is allowed to play
within the neighborhood. Always make
sure your child knows his or her full
address and phone number before leaving the house. Whenever possible, urge
your child to take along a friend (or two)
-- someone that can seek help in case of
accidents, injury, or other emergencies.
Educate your kids on the basic tactics that adult abusers use to manipulate
children (e.g., offering rides or candy,
posing as a family friend, needing their
help to find a dog, telling the child

they’ll be in trouble or a parent will be
in trouble if they don’t comply, et cetera). Empower them with the ability to
say “no” to anything that makes them
scared, uncomfortable, or confused. If
your children find themselves in a scary
or uncomfortable situation, they should
be instructed to seek out a trusted adult
for help (teacher, parent, police, neighbor, et cetera).
All kids should be familiar with 911.
Teach them how, why, and when to use
it and what to expect once they are connected with a dispatcher.

Bike safety
Every year, nearly 900 people die
from injuries sustained in bicycle accidents and another 567,000 end up in
hospital emergency rooms as a result of
their injuries.
For children,
an
average
of nearly 600
emergency
room
visits
per day -- or
25 every hour
-- happen because of bicycle accidents.
Always wear a helmet no matter how
old you are; ride with traffic, not against
it; follow all traffic signs; and walk your
bicycle across busy streets. Teach your
kids to make eye contact with drivers.
Bikers should make sure drivers are
paying attention and are going to stop
before they cross the street.
Most crashes occur on paths and
trails, since there are often people with
children, strollers, pets, in-line skaters,
or other bicyclists riding slower or faster than you on the same path.
ATVs
All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are offroad vehicles often used for recreation,
but with the thrills come major safety
risks.
ATVs can be unstable and hard to
control, particularly at high speeds.
Rollovers and collisions happen often,
and some of these are fatal. Injuries
from riding ATVs are common too and
can mean a visit to the emergency room.
As a result, the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) discourages kids and
teens ages 16 or younger from driving

SCALE SCENE
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civic groups, elected officials, local governments, and
organizations across the state and country.
The goal of the campaign is to incorporate greater
awareness of Native Americans, along with accurate
information about their history, culture, and modern
businesses and tribal governments, into Minnesota’s
K-12 education system. Programming for the campaign has included listening sessions, meetings with
the Minnesota Department of Education, cultivating
a resource scan that will help improve classroom resources and curriculum, and providing professional
development for teachers and school administrators.
As part of the campaign, the SMSC launched the
podcast “Native Minnesota with Rebecca CrooksStratton,” which highlights thought leaders and change
makers in Minnesota and Indian Country. The podcast
discusses Native representation, leadership, and the
importance of understanding Minnesota’s history and
historical trauma.
“I think understanding more about people in our
communities and the differences—but also the similarities, is really important,” said Secretary/Treasurer
Crooks-Stratton during the October 2021 podcast.
“Seeing yourself reflected in your education and your
curriculum, and how your story fits in the larger community is so important for all of our children.” Listen
to or watch the podcast on Apple Podcasts, Spotify,
and YouTube. Learn more at UnderstandNativeMN.
org/Podcast.
Summer is a busy season at the SMSC. Stay up to
date at ShakopeeDakota.org or visit us on social media.

or riding on ATVs.
If you decide to let your child ride
an ATV, make sure he or she follows
safety precautions and understands how
to safely operate the vehicle. In Minnesota, youth ATV operators need to get
certified before riding on public lands.
Children ages six to nine years old
should complete the free study guide
course recommended by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
Children ages 10 to 15 must complete
the ATV Safety Course with a handson component. Anyone born after July
1, 1987 (or is 16 years or older) must
complete the only ATV Safety Course
to meet certification requirements. Visit
the MN DNR’s website to learn more
about these classes and certification at
www.dnr.state.mn.us.

Fire
Nothing says summer like grilling
with family and friends. But according
to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), between 2014-2018, grills
were involved in an average of 10,600
home fires per year. These fires caused
annual averages of 10 civilian deaths,
160 reported
civilian injuries, and $149
million in direct property
damage.
To
ensure
that
your summer grilling is safe, it is important to have a fire extinguisher in your
home, keep your eye on the grill when
cooking, and make sure that every member of your family knows the quickest
and safest route to safety if a fire were to
occur in your home.

celebrating this holiday with fireworks,
keep your family safe by leaving the
displays to the professionals and never
let children near fireworks.
Home security
Many people will travel in the summertime, leaving their homes vulnerable
to many risks. Before you leave, protect
your home. Make your home looks occupied while you are away by programming automatic timers that allow you to
control lights, thermostats, doors, and
much more. Keep your travels offline –
don’t share your vacation/getaway plans
online. Posting anywhere that you are
away is an open invitation to thieves
who are looking for an easy target. Let
neighbors or family you trust know you
will be away so they can check on your
house from time to time. Suspend your
mail, or ask a neighbor to pick it up
while you’re gone.

Severe weather
Living in the Midwest, we’re no
strangers to severe weather. Practice
tornado drills with your family to ensure
that everyone knows the safest place
to be in the event of a strong storm or
tornado.
Summer break is a time for fun, relaxation, and exploration. Please consider these important safety reminders
Fireworks
this summer to ensure that you and your
As we approach the Fourth of July, family will create fun-in-the-sun memomany backyard barbecues involve cel- ries for years to come.
ebrating the holiday with fireworks.
Statistics show an average of 75 hospiIf you have questions about the
tal visits each year in Minnesota due to summer safety or anything else, please
firework injuries. More than 30 percent feel free to contact Scott County Sherof firework injuries are from sparklers; iff Luke Hennen any time by email at
45 percent of firework injuries happen to LHennen@co.scott.mn.us, by phone at
children, according to statistics from the (952) 496-8625, by mail, or in person
Minnesota Department of Public Safety at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office,
and State Fire Marshal Office. Fire- 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN
works also start more than 16,000 fires 55379. You can also visit our website at
annually, according to the NFPA. When www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.

Veterans’ SCENE

By Derek Falwell
Scott County Veterans Services Officer
Here are a handful of updates on a few different
topics pertaining to the VA as well as our Scott County
office. We’ve mentioned this in the past, yet given the
current climate we thought it would be a good time
to mention again: Our office’s bus is operating and
bringing veterans to and from their medical appointments at the Minneapolis VA. If you would
like to use our bus to get to your medical appointments, reservations can be made by us to schedule
those rides at (952) 496-8176. Our bus runs Monday
through Thursday, and we ask that your appointments
be scheduled between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. It’s always a
good idea to call as soon as you know of your appointment as the bus can fill up if you wait too long.
Our office has been open for in-person appointments for some time now. We’re able to take appointments, both in person as well as over the phone if
that’s more convenient. For in-person appointments,
the County has suspended its indoor mask policy, so
everyone is free to take whatever level of precaution
they choose.
Over the past year or so, the VA has made a few
changes to the benefits available to veterans of the
Vietnam War as well as OIF/OEF veterans that were
exposed to, or in close contact with, burn pits. For
Vietnam veterans, the list of medical conditions presumptively linked to Agent Orange exposure has

grown to include bladder cancer, hypothyroidism,
and Parkinsonism. (Parkinsonism is described by
the VA as any condition that causes a combination of
abnormal or slow movements, trouble speaking, stiff
muscles, or tremors.) For OIF/OEF veterans that were
exposed to burn pits, the VA has made asthma, rhinitis,
and sinusitis presumptively linked to the toxins in burn
pits. These changes will make it easier for veterans
to receive benefits due to toxins they were exposed to
in service. The hope is that as more research is done,
those lists will continue to grow. For any questions
pertaining to the new conditions, or to schedule an appointment to discuss or file a disability claim, please
call our office to set up a time.
Each spring, the VA mails out their annual Summary of Benefits letters, usually mailed out in May
or June. These letters are mailed to every veteran receiving VA benefits and can be a useful document to
hold onto. If you are a veteran that is eligible for the
Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exclusion, those are
the letters the taxation office needs with your applications, and they are also helpful if applying for a loan or
buying a home or vehicle as proof of income, so it’s a
good idea to file those away and save them.
As always, if you have any questions or would like
to schedule an appointment, please call our office at
(952) 496-8176.
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The CAP Agency’s Local Imports store (formerly the Thrift Shop) is located at
8085 Old Carriage Ct., Shakopee, near Michael’s and Walmart.

CAP Agency
and gently used clothing and linens,
clean shoes, household items, clean
toys, games, books, and some gently
used furniture with pre-approval (please
call 952-402-9898).
“By donating and shopping at Local Imports, all the proceeds benefit our
programs and stay in our community,”
said Jeff Hansen, CAP Agency executive director. With the expanded space,
more donations can be accepted and
displayed attractively. “We’re feeling
really good about our new spaces,” said
Hansen. “And we try to have items for
all folks with a variety of budgets.”
Local Imports is open Monday
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Donations are accepted from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Volunteers are available to assist
with donation drop-offs, and receipts
for donations are available, said Ashley
Hemmingsen, store manager. “We try to
make donating as easy as possible, and
our new drop off space behind the store
helps accommodate more donations.”
The CAP Agency is a non-profit agency that assists and empowers
people to achieve social and economic
well-being in partnership with the local community, according to its mission
statement. Besides the Food Shelf and
the Local Imports store, it also manages
community programs like Head Start,
emergency housing assistance, energy
assistance, Crisis Nursery, senior nutrition, and more.
While it has full-time staff, it also

From Page 1

depends upon donations and volunteers
from the community.
“Most people think we’re a county
agency, but we’re a private non-profit,”
said Hansen. “We’re always working to
raise funds, and volunteers are essential.
They are the backbone of what we do.”
Anyone interested in volunteering is
encouraged to call the CAP Agency at
(952) 496-2125 or visit their website at
capagency.org/be-a-volunteer/.
Scott County does support the CAP
Agency, recently giving them some assistance to support their relocations and
earmarking some federal CARES funds
approved during the pandemic to purchase large walk-in coolers and freezers
for the Food Shelf.
Besides offering a better shopping
experience for patrons, the expanded
Food Shelf facility has significantly
more storage space, with room to stack
pallets of food that regularly arrive from
Second Harvest Heartland and local
food drives, said Kim Wodtke, Food
Shelf manager. The Food Shelf offers people in need an immediate supply of food. It provides fresh produce,
dairy items, bakery goods, and meat, as
well as nonperishables. Anyone in Scott
County who is in need of food is eligible to participate once per month. The
Food Shelf is open 9 a.m. to 3:40 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Call (952) 4962125 or visit foodshelf@capagency.org
to set up an appointment.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

See photos and garments worn to celebrate life, love, and community in the
new Scott County Historical Society’s exhibit. Pictured above is Myrtle Laura
(Egan) Rademacher being crowned the Shakopee City Queen in 1956.

SCHS has new exhibit,
list of upcoming events

Celebrate! Life, Love & Community
in Scott County
Could you do with something a little
fun and light-hearted in 2022? (We
know we could.) That’s why in May we
opened an exhibition at Scott County
Historical Society that celebrates the
ways Scott County residents have been
coming together to celebrate life, love,
and community from the 1880s to
today.

We all wear clothes every day, but a
few outfits in our lives stand out—
maybe that’s a baptismal gown; a
quinceañera dress; the outfits we wore
to prom, homecoming, or our wedding;
or a favorite outfit that we pull out
of our closet only for Eid or Easter
Sunday. Clothes often play crucial roles
in our most special moments and our
favorite memories.
Visit SCHS to learn more and see some
of the beautiful clothes Scott County
residents have worn to celebrate life’s
most special moments.

December 2022. Activities and content
are suitable for children ages 9 to 12.
One subscription per household is
suitable, but each kit includes craft
supplies for the number of children
in the household. Register today at
www.scottcountyhistory.org/museumbymail-kids to receive the remaining
packets at $10 each!
Upcoming Events
To register and find out more, please
visit scottcountyhistory.org/events or
call (952) 445-0378. Registration is
required for SCHS programs.
June 11—Pedal The Past: Jordan, 10
a.m. – 12 p.m., Jordan. Rain date: June
18
June 14—Scott County Stories:
Boom Towns to Ghost Towns, 2-3
p.m., Scott County Historical Society
June 16—All Things Minnesota
Book Club: Home in One Piece, 3-5
p.m., Scott County Historical Society
June 20-24—Kids Craft (to go), 9
a.m. – 4 p.m., Scott County Historical
Society
June 22—Scott County Stories:
History of the Minnesota River
Valley, 2-3 p.m., Shakopee Community
Center
July 9—Kids Craft (in person), 10-11
a.m., Scott County Historical Society
July 12—Scott County Stories: Fun
at the Fair, 2-3 p.m., Scott County
Historical Society
July 21—All Things Minnesota Book
Club: Lizzie and Dante, 3-5 p.m.,
Scott County Historical Society
July 27—Scott County Stories:
Fun at the Fair, 2-3 p.m., Shakopee
Community Center

CAP Executive Director Jeff Hansen stands by the new sign put up at 738
1st. Ave. E., Shakopee. Below, Assistant Food Shelf Manager Kari Gilpatrick
places a pie into the Food Shelf’s new freezer section.

Wedding attire has changed through
the years. Pictured above are Mary
Skluzacek of Jordan and Thomas
Schoenbauer of New Prague on their
wedding day, Nov. 3, 1973.

Museum by Mail KIDS!
Let the museum come to you and
your littlest history buffs! Throughout
the rest of 2022, explore what life in
Scott County was like exactly one
hundred years ago—without ever
leaving your house! Through historic
photographs, amazing stories, fun
activities, and hands-on crafts, you and
your family will immerse yourself in
the Roaring Twenties all year long! The
first package was mailed in the first
week of February, but more packages
will mail every other month through

August 9—Scott County Stories:
Take Me Out to the Ball Game:
Baseball in Scott County, 2-3 p.m.,
Scott County Historical Society
August 13—Pedal the Past: New
Prague, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m., New Prague.
Rain date: August 20
August 18—All Things Minnesota
Book Club: This Is What America
Looks Like, 3-5 p.m., Scott County
Historical Society
August 20—Kids Craft (in person),
10-11 a.m., Scott County Historical
Society
August 24—Scott County Stories:
Mudbaden, 2-3 p.m., Shakopee
Community Center
August 25—Scott County Crazy
Quilters: Picnic/Potluck, 2-4 p.m.,
Scott County Historical Society

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Little Shipyard on the Prairie: Part I

By Charles Pederson
This is Part 1 of a three-part blog series
about a little-known episode in Scott
County history: The shipyards at Port
Cargill.

Picture a 1944 black-and-white
newsreel: At water’s edge, an awesome
gray warship, ready for launch at the
riverbank. A small group of dignitaries
stands on a nearby reviewing stand. The
ship’s sponsor, bottle of champagne in
hand, swings the bottle out on a delicate ribbon toward the ship. A spray of
bubbles where the bottle breaks, a rousing cheer from a crowd of onlookers,
and the ship immediately slides with a
massive roaring splash sidelong into the
river. Another weapon in the arsenal of
democracy has been launched.
During World War II, this scenario
was repeated in shipyards throughout
the United States. Big, impressive coastal shipyards fabricated big, impressive
seagoing vessels. Savage, Minnesota,
also got in on the action, though on a
smaller scale. Savage was already doing
its share to fight fascism in the Pacific
Ocean during World War II at the U.S.
military’s Japanese language school
Camp Savage. But not many know the
story of Port Cargill and the Savage
shipyards.
Out of the Depression and into the
War Years
The Great Depression (1929–1941)
had caused the United States to pull
back into itself. Tired of foreign wars
and exhausted by economic disaster,
most people wanted to forget about the
world’s problems and just go about surviving. For years, many people believed

Early 2022: A quiet winter evening
at the remnants of the sliding ways
at Port Cargill shipyards. Courtesy
of Charles Pederson, with thanks to
Cargill, Inc.

will give the Japanese and the Nazis a
little idea of just [how little] they accomplished in the attack at Pearl Harbor,” he said in his State of the Union
address.
The U.S. military began looking
for additional shipbuilding facilities.
Among the vessels needed were tanker
ships called auxiliary oilers and gasoline haulers (AOGs). The Navy, still
worried about Japanese attacks on the
West Coast, found that inland shipyards
were desirable. And Minneapolis-based
Cargill company was ready to help meet
the desire.

The Genesee, the third auxiliary oiler and gasoline (AOG) hauler from
Port Cargill, was launched side-on into the Minnesota River at Savage, on
September 4, 1943. Courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society

Not all Cargill-manufactured AOGs had happy or peaceful careers. The USS
Chehalis was launched in late 1944. Five years later, one of its gasoline tanks
exploded, and the ship burned and sank. The hull was raised in 1955 and sold
to American Samoa. Courtesy of Archives Branch, Naval History and Heritage
Command, Washington, DC.

that getting mixed up in other countries’
problems would be a mistake.
When war broke out in Europe in
1939, Congress was intent on maintaining U.S. neutrality. President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt (FDR), however,
pushed back. In one of his cozy “fireside chats,” he asserted that when there
is war anywhere, “the peace of all countries everywhere is in danger. . . . I cannot ask that every American remain
neutral in thought.” He began a steady
push to increase war production and
help the Allies in Europe.
Naturally, increasing wartime production wasn’t as easy as just turning
on a faucet. In 1941, FDR knew that to
switch to a war footing would be “no
small task. And the greatest difficulty
comes at the beginning of the program,
when new tools, new plant facilities,
new assembly lines” are laid out. He
was particularly interested in shipping.
“New [shipyards] must first be con-

structed before the actual materiel begins to flow steadily and speedily from
them.”
Gearing Up to Manufacture
Shipping
In the mid-1930s, only about 10
U.S. shipyards were turning out vessels
fit for war. By 1942, the deadly German submarine fleet was sinking more
ships than the U.S. could produce. Not,
however, until the Japanese military
attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl
Harbor did most Americans realize the
national danger. The attack awoke the
nation’s “sleeping giant.”
Roosevelt believed his fellow citizens were ready to hear his exhortation.
A month after the attack, FDR advocated increasing the number of merchant
ships from 1.1 million in 1941, to six
million in 1942, to 10 million in 1943.
“These figures and similar figures for a
multitude of other implements of war

Sleepy Rural Village to Bustling
Work Yard
Cargill was a large company known
primarily for shipping grain. High
grain-shipping costs during the Depression had already spurred Cargill executives to design their own novel multiunit
grain barge, but the unfamiliar new design caused shipyards to shy away from
fabricating that crazy contraption. So,
in 1937, Cargill created its own makeshift shipbuilding facility at its Albany,
New York, grain yard. Along with its
300-foot barge system, the Albany shipyard turned out the tanker ship Victoria.
Completed in 1941, the Victoria was
sold to the Argentine government, just
“in time to become the first Argentine
ship torpedoed in World War II,” wrote
a Time magazine journalist.
Shipmakers may have been leery
of the barge, but it captured the interest of the U.S. Navy. After seeing Cargill’s efforts in New York, it negotiated
with Cargill to build naval vessels. In a
Time article, a Cargill executive stated,
“That’s how we got into ship building
and ocean transportation, because the
U.S. government asked us.”
Rather than expand the makeshift
yard in Albany, Cargill zeroed in on the
village of Savage, Minnesota, in northern Scott County on the Minnesota River. The shipbuilding equipment would
be physically moved from Albany to the
town, which had much to recommend it.
First, it was near a handy source of labor
in Minneapolis. Second, the proposed
shipyard was far from the coasts and
insulated from Japanese attack. Finally,
Minnesota was already well advanced
in war production. All conditions satisfied the Navy.
Cargill quietly began to purchase
land for the enterprise.
If you enjoyed reading Part 1 of Little
Shipyard on the Prairie, be sure to check
out Parts 2 and 3 at scottcountyhistory.
org/blog. If you’re interested in writing
for the SCHS blog, send an email to
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Rental equipment aids landowners with conservation projects
As conservation farming techniques
become the norm in Scott County, the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) provides the right tools
for the job with their robust equipment
rental program for farmers and landowners alike.
The items on the rental list include a
variety of drills and seeders that allow
for things like no-till seeding, cover crop
seeding, native prairie establishment,
and other soil health practices. Yet in
addition to large equipment, smaller
landscaping equipment is also available
for rent. Small equipment includes drip
torches, loppers, saws, hand seeders,
and weed wrenches. Weed wrenches are
equipped to remove buckthorn, root and

all! Equipment rental program is available for all residents of Scott County, so
you won’t have to invest in expensive
equipment to get the job done.
The Scott SWCD’s rental program
also includes the technical expertise of
SWCD staff. Throughout the process,
SWCD staff will assist with questions on
equipment use, features, specifications,
and more! Large rental equipment will
also be delivered right to your project
site, and it will be picked up when you
are finished. For information on rental
rates, or to be added to the equipment
rental schedule, call the Scott SWCD at
(952) 492-5425, or visit scottswcd.org/
equipment-rental.

The Great Plains No-Till Drill and other
seeders are available to rent from the
Scott SWCD. Large rental equipment
will be delivered and picked up right
from your project site.

Digging out invasive buckthorn trees
is not an easy task, but having the
right equipment helps with the job.
The Scott SWCD rents out weed
wrenches equipped to remove
buckthorn, root and all. Technical
advice is also available.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Page 18 Scott County SCENE Summer 2022

Clean.

Boat and trailer inspectors will be located at Cedar, McMahon (Carl’s), O’Dowd,
Lower and Upper Prior Lakes, and Thole Lake accesses this summer.

Watercraft inspectors will
look for AIS at accesses
Help protect our lakes in Scott County by understanding the threat, taking
responsibility, and working together
to preserve our waters for our children
and grandchildren. If you’re an angler,
boater, wildlife watcher, or hunter, we
need your help in preventing the spread
of aquatic invasive species (AIS). AIS
are non-native animals and plants that
do not naturally occur in our waters,
and cause ecological or economic harm
to our lakes and streams. They spread
uncontrollably, harm fish populations,
impair water quality, and impede recreation -- and they cost millions of dollars
to manage.
This summer, Scott County is again
providing watercraft inspections on Cedar, McMahon (Carl’s), O’Dowd, and
Thole Lake accesses by contracting
with Waterfront Restoration LLC. In
partnership with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR),
Waterfront Restorations will perform
MDNR-certified Level I inspections
on certain days of the week, with the
MDNR performing inspections on other days. The MDNR will be performing
inspections on Lower and Upper Prior
Lakes, with decontamination equipment on Prior Lakes only.
The goal of the increased inspections
is to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) within Scott County
through boater education, watercraft
inspections, and watercraft decontamination at public water accesses. Inspec-

tors can visually and tactilely inspect
water-related equipment, including the
removal, drainage, decontamination, or
treatment of water-related equipment to
prevent the transportation of AIS. Inspectors can prohibit the launching or
operation of water-related equipment
if a person refuses to allow an inspection or doesn’t remove water or AIS.
Additionally, inspectors can require a
watercraft to be decontaminated prior to
launching into Minnesota waters.

Inspectors are not law enforcement officers, and are looking for AIS
only. They will be looking in areas of
the boat that could contain water, or
come in contact with water, for possible AIS. Most inspections are quick
and can be completed in less than three
minutes; however, if a decontamination is required, boaters will be delayed.
Only the boats with obvious signs of
aquatic nuisance species, plants, mud,
debris, or higher-risk standing water (or
that have been moored for three or more
days) will be required to be decontaminated. Two Lake Service Providers in
Scott County offer high pressure cleaning of watercraft: One Choice Detailing
in Lakeville (in Credit River Township)
and Bricks Boatworks in Shakopee.
We’re asking for your help and cooperation with the inspectors in following
the law and taking precautions to make
sure you are not transporting AIS to one
of our lakes.

Drain.

Dispose.

If AIS boat inspector is
present or not, remember
clean...drain...dispose

When boating or fishing in Minnesota, protect your waters by following the
state aquatic invasive species laws Remember: Clean, Drain, Dispose!
Clean all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive
species from watercraft, trailers, and water-related equipment before leaving
any water access or shoreland.
Drain water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable bait containers,
motor) and drain bilge, livewells, and baitwells by removing drain plugs
before leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep drain plugs out
and water-draining devices open while transporting watercraft.
Dispose of unwanted bait -- including minnows, leeches, and worms -- in the
trash. It is illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals
from one waterbody to another. If you want to keep your bait, you must refill
the bait container with bottled or tap water.
Know the law. You may not…
• Transport watercraft without removing the drain plug.
• Arrive at lake access with drain plug in place.
• Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or other prohibited species on any
roadway.
• Launch a watercraft with prohibited species attached.
• Transport water from Minnesota lakes or rivers.
• Release bait into the water.
Additional recommendations
Spray, rinse, dry — Some invasive species are small and difficult to see at the
access. To remove or kill them, take one or more of the following precautions
before moving to another waterbody, especially after leaving zebra mussel and
spiny waterflea-infested waters:     
• Spray with high-pressure water.
• Rinse with very hot water. These water temperatures will kill zebra
mussels and some other AIS: 120°F for at least two minutes; or 140°F for
at least 10 seconds.
• Dry for at least five days.

Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds to discharge water before leaving a water access. Transport fish on ice — be prepared, bring a cooler.
This article and photos are courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.

Power loading boats causes
damage at public accesses
“Power loading” is a term used to describe using
the motor to load and unload the boat onto and off the
trailer – and this practice can cause damage to launch
ramps that may not be visible from the surface of the
water. Many of the state’s 3,000 public launch ramps
were not designed to sustain the forces generated by
today’s larger and more powerful boats or the practice
of power loading. Propeller wash creates a significant
force that can erode the lakebed and create a large hole
at the end of the ramp.
Eroded material is often deposited beyond the
ramp to create a mound, which can result in a barrier
for launching and loading. Boats and equipment can
incur damage if the boat or lower unit runs aground on
the mound or if the trailer becomes stuck in the hole.
In the worst cases, the end of the ramp could collapse,
rendering the entire ramp unusable. In lower water
conditions as we saw in 2021, the mound created from
propeller wash can obstruct launching and loading.
Reports of boat trailers getting stuck in the hole at the
end of the ramp at O’Dowd Lake have been common
in the last two years. The County received several
complaints of boaters falling into a hole at the end of
the launch.
In 2021, DNR crews were busy rehabilitating dam-

Holes that trailers can drop into are formed at the
end of the ramps by “power loading” boats.

aged launch ramps statewide. Staff repaired the holes
and extended the ramps by adding additional concrete
planks on some accesses. When possible, the mounds
are leveled with excavation equipment. These launch
ramp repairs are time consuming and expensive.
The DNR recognizes that some boaters are accustomed to power loading. However, it is preferable that
boaters do not race their engines while on the boat
ramp. Slightly more than idle speed should be all that
is necessary to load and/or unload the boat. The best
practice is for boaters to refrain from power loading,
and use the winch to load and unload boats to keep the
launches safe and usable for everyone.
Reprinted from the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources website.

Individuals 45 and older are invited to join the
Senior Softball players on Tuesday nights.

Scott County Senior
Softball seeks players

Scott County Senior Softball is looking for players
to join its summer league, which is held on Tuesday
evenings at Tahpah Park (Shakopee). This fun, recreational league is intended for people 45 and older.
Participants who show up every week get divided into
teams and play one or two games of softball.
Wooden bats and pitching carpet are used, and a
“no sliding rule” is in place for safety reasons.
The cost is $25 per person; register through Shakopee Parks and Recreation (1255 Fuller Street, Shakopee). For more information, please contact Gary Hartmann at (612) 554-5205.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Get the lead out

Swap lead tackle for tackle safe
for wildlife at HHW Facility
If you’ve ever gone fishing, chances are you have
used a lead sinker or jig
during your trip to the lake.
Lead is a toxic metal that
can find its way into loons,
eagles, and waterfowl by a
variety of ways. Fish that
got away with tackle still attached, or even loose sinkers on the lake bottom are swallowed by birds trying
to get small stones into their gizzards.
A recent study found that an estimated 25 percent
of all loon deaths are caused by lead poisoning. For
Minnesota specifically, this is a real threat to our state
bird. The acid in a loon’s stomach dissolves any lead
they may have consumed, and then it gets into the
bloodstream, which leads to death of the bird.
What can be done? You
can start by visiting the Scott
County Household Hazardous
Waste facility and dropping off
any lead tackle you may still
have. When you drop off the
tackle, staff at the HHW can
swap your lead for a sample of
lead-free tackle. This sample
includes a jig and a variety of sinkers for your next
fishing excursion.
Visit the MPCA’s website at www.pca.state.mn.us/
leadout site to learn more about what impacts lead
has, what alternative options are out there, and
retailers that sell non-lead tackle. Did you know that
tackle can be made from tungsten, bismuth, steel,
tin, glass, stone, or metal composites? There are
more and more options for lead-free tackle than ever
before. The higher the demand becomes, the more
traction non-toxic tackle will gain… and the bigger
the overall positive impact to our waters will be.
That’s good for all of us.

Aquatic plants at work

Native lake plants improve water quality

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
(PLSLWD) has been working hard to remove the invasive carp in Prior Lake in order to improve water
quality. As carp populations go down, the lake plants
will begin to thrive once again.
Lake plants play a critical role in helping to maintain good water quality in lakes. Without plants to absorb the nutrients in the water that enter the lake from
stormwater runoff, the nutrients will instead feed undesirable algae growth. With warm weather arriving,
it is tempting to start pulling lake plants. Be a strong
steward for your lake this year and only remove the
plants needed to provide lake access along your shore.
Let it grow!
More plants = cleaner, healthier lakes
The District uses an underwater sonar to determine
the density of plants at the lake bottom. This process
has shown that there has been an increase in water
plant density on both Upper Prior and Spring Lakes in
recent years.

How you can make a difference on your lake
• Let the water plants on your shoreline grow!
• Plant native plants near the edge of the lake.
• Only remove the lake plants needed to
maintain access to your lake.
• Visit www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives for more
information.
More plants in the lake are a sign of good water
quality and help keep the lake clear of algae!
Maintaining lake access: What is allowed?
Lake plants are valuable to the lake ecosystem, so
the DNR requires a permit to remove them. However,
maintaining your lakeshore for swimming or boatdocking areas is okay! As long as you...
1. Do not remove more than 2,500 square feet of
underwater plants; and
2. Do not modify more than 50 feet along the shoreline or 1/2 the length of your shoreline, whichever is
less.

Erosion of ravines leads
to sediment in streams

Structural defects or rotting can cause decks to collapse.

Inspect decks, stairs for
structural defects, rot
Summer is deck season! But the
winter’s snow and ice may have taken
a toll on the structural integrity of your
deck and its components. Deck owners should complete a thorough inspection each spring (prior to occupying or
placing any outdoor furniture onto the
deck). This inspection will help identify
any defects in the structural members,
weaknesses within the guardrail system,
and excessive wear of the fasteners and
brackets.

Helpful tips

* Check the deck’s ledger board
flashing, making sure that it is still in
place and keeping water from behind
the ledger board. If there are signs of
water intrusions, the flashing should be
replaced or the structural integrity of the
exterior wall can be compromised.
* Examine the joists, ledger board,
and support beams and posts for any potential rotting areas by using a tool like
a screwdriver to probe the wood. If the
tool can penetrate the wood ¼”-½” -- or
the wood appears to be wet and soft --

then there may be decay present and further examination will need to be done to
verify the extent of any water damage.
* Check all fasteners (nails, screws,
anchors, et cetera) for corrosion. A corroded fastener can cause deterioration
in surrounding wood and must be replaced. (Note: Ledger boards cannot be
fastened with nails alone.)
* Stairs along with the deck must
appear level, without any sagging or
swaying when tested. Stair guardrails
and handrails must be held firmly in
place. Stair stringer connections to the
deck joists need to be securely attached
without signs of decay.
* Guardrail infill components cannot
be missing, must be securely fastened to
the guardrail top and bottom rails, and
the spacing between the infill components needs to be less than four inches.
For more information related to
construction codes and building permit requirements, please visit the Scott
County Building Inspections webpage at www.scottcountymn.gov/933/
Building-Inspections.

Around 10,000 years ago, Lake
Agassiz was drained by Glacial River
Warren. Lake Agassiz was larger than
all the Great Lakes combined, and
spanned across northern Minnesota,
North Dakota, and up into Canada.
Glacial River Warren carved out what
we now call the Minnesota River Valley. What we now know as the Minnesota River encompasses only a small
fraction of the size Glacial River Warren was.
With the rapid base-level lowering
of the Glacial River, all the tributary
streams started to lower as well. A lot
of these tributary streams that led into
the Minnesota River are within bluffs
and are comprised of ravines that lead
down to the River Valley. Here in Scott
County, the predominant bluff areas are
along the Minnesota River and along
Sand Creek between the cities of Jordan and New Prague. The area along
Sand Creek is called the “Middle Sand
Sand Creek” Watershed (as shown
on the map). Through monitoring,
this watershed has shown to
produce five to 10 times the
sediment of any other watershed
along Sand Creek. This is due to
the creek flowing through these
steep areas where, at times, the

creek meanders along a bluff, causing
a significant amount of erosion.
These ravines are very steep with
intermittent streams flowing through
them. Due to the presence of water
and steepness of the land, these areas
are more susceptible to erosion. This
erosion causes potentially harmful sediment and nutrients to enter downstream
waterbodies. The Scott Watershed
Management Organization offers technical and financial assistance to landowners to potentially reduce sediment
from actively eroding areas; these areas
do not have to be in or around ravines.
Slowing down water on the upper landscape (through perennial vegetation or
the restoration of wetlands) helps slow
runoff to these ravines and thus reduces
erosion. If you’d like more information about any potential opportunities
for the installation of conservation
practices on your land, please contact
Ryan Holzer, Scott County Natural Resources, at (952) 496-8882.

Erosion along the steep banks of the area known as Middle Sand Creek
(shown in blue) produces 10 times the sediment of any other part of the creek.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Farm Family of Year has deep roots in gardening

Peter and Carmen Marshall -- better known as the Peter and Carmen of
Peter’s Pumpkins and Carmen’s Corn of
rural Shakopee -- were recently selected
as the Scott County Farm Family of
the Year by the Scott County Extension
Committee.
Carmen grew up in Peru, and spent
her summer vacations on her uncle’s
mango farm. With a background in architecture, radio, and television programming, she came to the United States
as part of a cultural exchange program.
It wasn’t until she met Peter in the Marshall family pumpkin patch (they were
married in 1999) that she learned the
definitions for “annual” and “perennial”
… or even worked the soil.
Peter hailed from a long line of
farmers; his late father, George, was an
early vendor at the Minneapolis Farmers Market. His grandparents used to
sell directly to small stores in their local
communities. After a time working in a
factory and grocery stores (along with
dabbling in a ½ acre patch of pumpkins,
peppers, and watermelons), Peter and
Carmen struck out on their own. They
purchased a small farm near Shakopee
in late summer 1999, borrowed tools
from his dad, and started working by
hand with a hoe among the pumpkins,
corn, and watermelons. Row by row,
Peter and Carmen’s dream became a
reality.
Currently, Peter’s Pumpkins and
Carmen’s Corn flourishes on 15 acres,

Carmen and Peter Marshall of Peter’s Pumpkins and Carmen’s Corn, located
in rural Shakopee, have been named Scott County’s Farm Family 2022 by the
Scott County Extension Committee.

along with 50 acres of rented land. It’s
now home to three high tunnels for an
extended spring and fall crop seasons,
750 apple trees, 40 chickens, and a
small red shed for fruit and vegetable retail space and sales of canned goods and
eggs. Much of their spring and summer
produce is sold at eight metro Farmers
Markets and “the Red Shed.” Peter and
Carmen have invested in a cold storage system for apples, squash, potatoes,

and other produce that is available in
the winter (along with canned goods) at
Neighborhood Roots Farmers Market.
Peter’s Pumpkins and Carmen’s Corn
is a destination for many families. Carmen shared her favorite time of the year:
“We celebrate fall fun during October
weekends with a corn maze, ‘u-pick’ apples and pumpkins, and have available
a great bounty of produce, straw bales,
and chrysanthemums.” Another bo-

nus? Peter said, “We make friends with
many of our Farmer’s Market customers
and here at the farm.”
Carmen teaches K-4th grade Spanish and Latin American Culture at Cologne Academy. She fills her free time,
school breaks, and summers by working
in the gardens and high tunnels, attending Farmers Markets, and processing
canned goods under her cottage food
license. Since 2017, Peter has worked
full-time on the farm, preparing the soil,
planting, running the high tunnels, watering, picking produce, washing, and
prepping fruit and vegetables for the
farmers markets. Grateful to carry on
the tradition of his father and grandfather, all nine of his siblings are also
involved in some type of agriculture.
Peter and Carmen are members of Minnesota Grown and Farmers Market Association. They stay up to date on new
innovations and hardy varieties by attending Minnesota Fruit and Vegetable
Growers Association and MOSES conferences. They participate in church activities, and return the blessings they receive by donating to worthy causes such
at the CAP agency, 1st Responders, and
2nd Harvest Heartland.
Check out the variety of produce and
activities at Peter’s Pumpkins and Carmen’s Corn by visiting their website at
https://peterspumpkins.com/ or follow
them on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Pumpkins-CarmensCorn-139470300183/.

Lawns to Legumes program adds pollinator habitat

During summer 2021, the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) partnered with the
neighbors of Vergus Avenue around Spring Lake and
created a pollinator haven through Minnesota’s Lawns
to Legumes program. The program helped ten different neighbors install a total of 14 different native
plant projects in the ground, adding 7,500 square feet
of habitat for local pollinators like bumblebees and
butterflies.

This year, the Scott SWCD was again awarded
funds from the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resource’s Lawns to Legumes program to keep the momentum going. The program’s primary goal is to restore critical habitat for the endangered Rusty Patched
Bumblebee and other threatened pollinator species by
providing homeowners with technical and financial
assistance for pollinator plantings.
Why the Rusty Patched Bumblebee?
The Rusty Patched is Minnesota’s state bee, and the
first bumblebee to be placed on the endangered species list. Scott SWCD Natural Resource Specialist
(and Lawns to Legumes coordinator) Meghan Darley
elaborated, “Part of the reason for the Rusty Patched
being placed on the endangered species list is the loss
of critical pollinator habitat.”

The Lawns to Legumes program wants to
bring habitat back and
educate homeowners in
the process by means of a
“pollinator corridor,” or
in other words, a series
of pollinator plantings
each within the range of
the Rusty Patched BumThe
Rusty
Patched blebee. When these corBumblebee is on the ridors are established,
endangered species list. the plantings connect
and serve as a greater
reach for pollinators, becoming greater than the sum
of their parts. “The northern half of Scott County has
documented evidence of Rusty Patched Bumblebees
nesting and pollinating. It’s an area we want to establish more pollinator habitat in since the bees already
want to make it their home,” Darley commented.

SWCD today at (952) 492-5425 for more information
on the Lawns to Legumes program in Scott County.
For more information about different types of pollinator plantings, or for more information on the Lawns
to Legumes program, visit http://bwsr.state.mn.us/l2l.

Want to add pollinator habitat to your property?
The Scott SWCD is available to help landowners
within Scott County borders to install beautiful plantings of flowering trees, shrubs, and wildflowers around
their yard. Plantings can range in size from a small
mailbox planting to a three-acre prairie. Contact the

Monday is a good day to
talk about money matters
A plane loads up with seed for aerial seeding.

Sign up for aerial seeding of cover crops
The Scott SWCD will once again be
partnering with an aerial applicator this
August to seed cover crops onto local
farmers’ fields.
In most corn and soybean operations,
fields are left with no live cover from
late fall, throughout winter, and into
early spring. Fields are therefore left
with little protection against erosion.
However, through aerial seeding, fields
are given cover during the winter. That
cover—consisting of species like winter

cereal grains and radishes—holds soil
in place where it otherwise would have
been eroded away by the melting snow.
If you’re interested in aerial seeding cover crops, contact Scott SWCD
resource conservationist Scott Schneider at (952) 492-5417 or sschneider@
scottswcd.org. Requests must be made
before August 1 to ensure you are put
on the seeding list. Financial incentives
may be available as well.

Did you know that most people find
talking about their finances scarier than
talking about death, religion, politics,
or taxes? If this is the case, how do we
learn about finances?
To help combat the scariness of talking about money, Scott County Extension Financial Capability Educator Samantha Roth will be hosting “Money
Mondays” -- a half hour Lunch and
Learn discussion from noon to 12:30
p.m. on Mondays in July (July 11, 18,
and 25). Each week will have a different topic, such as budgeting, insurance,
paying for college, et cetera.
Please register at z.umn.edu/moneymonday and join the weeks that work
for you. During registration, please
choose the topic(s) that you would like
to discuss. The list of topics chosen by

registrants will be posted by July 1 at
https://extension.umn.edu/local/scott
for the three Lunch and Learn sessions.
For more information, contact Sam at
sroth@umn.edu.
Free Family Development webinars
for this summer
Join University of Minnesota Extension Educators in Family Development
for free webinars around housing, finances, family friendly earth care, and
more. Scott County Extension Educator
Samantha Roth encourages people to
register even if you are unable to attend,
as the webinars are recorded and recordings emailed to registered participants.
For more online programs: Check
out the UMN Extension Family News
(https://extension.umn.edu/familiesand-youth/family-news)

