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Tee It Up provides drug prevention curriculum

The 12th Annual Tee It Up For The Task Force fundraiser took place at Ston-
ebrooke Golf Club in Shakopee on Sept. 7. We had our most successful fundraiser
yet, and I want to thank everyone involved in this event and to update the com-
munity as to how we intend to use the money we are raising. Thank you to all the
golfers who, year after year, continue to support this event. For the fourth year in
a row, we completely sold out tee times (144 golfers!) by March 1. I also want to
thank the over 30 volunteers who took time to lend their support to make this event
run smoothly.

Of course, this event could never be the success it is without all the sponsors
that donate time, money, and merchandise. Please like us and share on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/choosenottouse.org/) and visit our website (http://
choosenottouse.org/) to see all the sponsors that make this event possible. Please
support these businesses and let them know you appreciate their help in keeping
our kids off drugs and making the right choices in their lives.

The County Attorney’s Office Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator, Kathy
Welter, is the driving force behind ChooseNotToUse and I can’t thank her enough
for her dedication and effort she puts in to this program.

So what is ChooseNotToUse, and what are we doing? The mission of Choos-
eNotToUse is to educate our kids K-12 about the dangers of illegal drug use and to
provide them with the tools they need to say no and to make healthy life decisions.
In the past, we partnered with CLIMB Theatre and provided drug education in our
schools. We still partner with CLIMB Theatre to provide education about drug and
alcohol prevention at the Juvenile Alternative Facility in Jordan.

In 2017, we decided that we wanted an ongoing curriculum for our students, so
we searched for an accredited program that we believed would benefit our students
and community. We then formed a partnership with Courage to Speak (http://cour-
agetospeak.org/) to provide drug prevention curricula to our schools at no cost to
the school districts. The Courage to Speak curriculum provides eight to 15 ongoing
lesson plans (depending on the age they are being provided to) and they are taught
by a teacher from each school.

The Courage to Speak Foundation was founded by Ginger and Larry Katz after
they lost their son to a drug overdose. Ginger made a promise to her son to do
everything in her power to prevent a similar tragedy from happening to another
family. The Foundation’s mission is dedicated to “Saving lives by educating and
empowering youth to be drug free and encouraging parents to talk to their children
about the danger of drugs.”

The organization, with a team of experts, developed a drug prevention education
curricula evaluated and recommended by the Yale School of Medicine. The cur-
ricula provide education for 4™ grade through 12" grade, and each curriculum starts
with a book titled Sunny s Story. Sunny was the family beagle and was Ginger and
Larry’s son, lan’s, best friend. Ian became addicted to drugs and died of an over-
dose. The book is told through Sunny’s viewpoint, and is quite engaging and pow-
erful. Sunny sees the changes in Ian and tells us what it is like to live with someone
who is addicted to drugs and the pain and sadness caused by this addiction.

The curriculum requires parental involvement and is socially and emotionally
based. It concentrates on refusal skills, parent involvement, healthy passions, cour-
age in relationships, and trusting adults.

If your child attends a Scott County school during their elementary, middle, and/
or high school years, he/she could potentially receive this curriculum three times
during their K-12 years. Each curriculum is age-appropriate, and will reiterate and
build upon what they learned in prior years and then concentrate on the drugs most
affecting their age groups.

Currently, Jordan High, Middle, and Elementary Schools, in addition to the
Southwest Metro/Oasis Middle and High School, are implementing this new cur-
riculum. On Oct. 1, ChooseNotToUse sponsored Ginger Katz and brought her in
to speak to the students at the Jordan High School. We invited representatives from
all of the school districts in Scott County to hear this incredible presentation and to
then participate in an intimate question and answer session with Ginger. Our goal
is to provide this curriculum to all 26 Scott County schools. This program costs
approximately $900 per class, per school, and we have 26 public schools in Scott
County. But remember — thanks to the fundraiser and generosity of our community,
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would like to say

THANK YOU!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
Mdewakanton Sioux Community
St. Francis Regional Medical Center

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Fairmount Santrol

Next Chapter Technology
Scott County Attorney’s Office
Scott County Sherift’s Office
Tim and Kristi Loose Family

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Belle Plaine Police Department
Bryan Rock Products, Inc.
Dave Menden

Dean Opatz

Jim and Mary Anne Taglia
Jordan Police Department
Linda and Gary Shelton

Mary Roles and Mike Fleischhacker
MVEC — Operation Round Up
New Prague Police Department
Prior Lake Police Department
Savage Police Department
Shakopee Lions Club
Stonebrooke Golf Club

GOLD SPONSORS
Shakopee Police Department
Sterling State Bank

SILVER SPONSORS

Adolfson & Peterson Construction
Carver County Attorney’s Office
My Pillow

The UPS Store — Prior Lake

BALL DROP SPONSOR
Jaspers, Moriarty & Wetherille

PONTOON SPONSOR
Jason Arras and Family

HOLE SPONSORS

Access Networks

Bail Bonds Doctor

Climb Theatre

Dave Beer

Ekim Orthodontics

Ken Jarcho Insurance Agency
Lawrence Auctioneering

Leah Patterson& Max, Natalie and
Micah Tieben

Lions Tap

Minnesota’s Largest Candy Store
O’Brien Dental Care

Patrick J. Ciliberto
Patrick, Kathy and Sammi
Welter

Prior Lake Rotary

Rahr Corporation

Seasons Realty — Betsy Brown

Theis
Shakopee Valley Lions Club

Tammy Laurent/Edward Jones

TCF Home Loans
— Chris Dueffert
The Fun Squad

Walters Lawn and Landscape

GENERAL SPONSORS

Abdallah Chocolates

Al Ceplecha

Arnie’s Friendly Folks Club

Artisan Bistro

Bill’s Toggery

Bloomington Center for the

Arts

Brueggers Bagels

Buck Hill

Buffalo Tap

Cabela’s

Canterbury Park

Carasim Coffee Shop

Casey’s General Store

Chaska Dental

Cherry Berry

Chick-fil-A

Chipotle

Chuck and Don’s

Clancy’s

Cocoa & Fig

Costco

Crayola Experience

Culver’s—Shakopee

Cuzzy’s

Dairy Queen—Tasha Drive

Dangerfield’s

Devine Touch —Sheila
Devine Lambrecht

Dobherty’s Tavern

Dragon Cafe

Dunn Bros—Savage

Great Wolf Lodge

Guthrie Theater

Hampton Inn

Iris Valley

Jordan Wine & Spirits

Kim Mayenhofer

Kowalski’s Market

Kwik Trip

Lady A’s Cupcakes

Laker’s Store

Lau’s Bakery

Lori Vosepjka

Lunds & Byerlys

Magnolia

Mall of America

McHugh’s Public House

Mid-America Festivals

Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum

Minnesota Orchestra

MN Lynx

MN Twins

MN Vikings

MN Wild

Mr. Pig Stuff

Munkabeans

Mustard Seed

Mystic Lake Casino
Hotel

Natalie Tieben

Olive Moon

Pablos

Papa Murphy’s

—Savage

Pekarna’s Meat Market

R.F. Moeller Jeweler

Real Gem Jewelers

Roasted Pear

Sailer’s Greenhouse

Sam’s Club

Sever’s Fall Festival

Shakopee Public Utilities

Sharon Carlson

South Side Liquors

Southwest Ammo &
Guns

Stems & Vines

St. Patrick’s Tavern

St. Paul Saints

Subway—Dean Lakes

Swagger Nutrition

Sweet Nautical Boutique

Taco Loco

The Pointe

Theresa’s

T.J. Hooligans

Tokyo Sushi

Tony Tieben

Tractor & Supply

Turtle’s

Viking Liquor Barrel

Von Hanson’s Meats

— Savage

Wampach’s

Warners Stellian

Wild Ruffle

Zuppa Cucina
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Coordinators: Ron Hocevar, Scott County Attorney; Luke Hennen, Scott
County Sheriff; Dave Beer, Scott County Commisioner;
Kathy Welter, Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator
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Keep leaves out of
gutters for water quality

As everyone knows, when those or-

or sidewalk

ChooseNotToUse will provide the curriculum at no cost to the school districts.
We strongly believe in this program and in the need for it. If your child’s

school is not providing this curriculum, you should be asking them why not. Fol-

low and like me on facebook at www.facebook.com/C.A.Hocevar/ and Twitter @

rhocevarl.

SWCD accepting tree orders

If you’re looking to increase wild-
life habitat and slow down that winter
wind, plan on planting trees! The Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District’s
annual tree sale has begun, and the best
time to order is now.

The tree sale is a great opportunity
for residents to add high-quality, low-
cost natural plantings to their yard or
acreage. There are 29 varieties of trees
and shrubs for sale, including Balsam
Fir, Silver Maple, Staghorn Sumac, and
Black Walnut (which are new to the sale
this year)! Native seed mixes, rain bar-
rels, and tree supplies (mats, spades,
tree shelters, and marking flags) are also
for sale.

All varieties for sale thrive in Min-
nesota’s various soil types and climate.
The sale began this month and contin-
ues through the beginning of spring.
Orders will be available for pick up on
Friday, April 26 at the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan. Put in your or-
der early to insure the species you want
are available!

Call the Scott SWCD office in Jor-
dan at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail
to scottswcdtrees@gmail.com for more
information. You can order online at
www.scottswedtrees.com or send your
order and payment to the Scott SWCD
Office, 7151 190 St. W, Suite 125,
Jordan.

ange leaves are falling to the ground,
they land where they will: The deck, the
street, the lake, the lawn. Many of these
leaves land or blow into the street where
they find their way to the gutter, and
the rain carries them down the storm
drain system, directly into our lakes and
streams.

While it is natural for some leaves
to fall into these waterbodies from sur-
rounding trees, it is not natural for leaves
to be piped in from throughout the city.
This results in more leaves than the wa-
terbodies can handle. The excess nu-
trients the decomposing leaves provide
increase alae growth, which can lead to
algae blooms. When the algae die and
decompose, they use up much of the ox-
ygen in the water, which is needed for
fish and aquatic plants to survive. Much
of the pollution in urban lakes can be at-
tributed to an excess of leaves.

You can do your part for improv-
ing water quality by taking care of the
leaves that fall in your yard, driveway,

right away be-
fore they have a
chance to blow
into the street.
While raking
and  bagging
them for pick-

« o) . up is a good

" g’ V4, - option, a great
alternative is mulching your lawn with
the leaves. The easiest way to do this
is to mow over the leaves while mow-
ing the grass. This will break the leaves
into small enough pieces that they will
settle into the lawn. Some people worry
that mulching with shredded leaves will
build thatch, but that is not the case.
The shredded leaf mulch acts as a fer-
tilizer adding nutrients back to the soil,
helping the lawn retain moisture, and re-
ducing weeds. Mulching with shredded
leaves gives your lawn multiple benefits
while also reducing the amount of nutri-
ents that enter local lakes and streams.
It’s a win/win!




