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Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through October 2019

August 13
–
no meeting
August 19
–
Joint workshop with the Prior Lake City Council
August 20
–
County Board meeting
August 27
–
Joint workshop with the Carver County Board of 		
			Commissioners
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 23
September 24

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
Joint workshop with the Savage City Council
no meeting

October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
October 29

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting			
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board Strategic Plan and Budget Work Session

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the
following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per
diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions
or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil (952) 4968601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For more information regarding a specific
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your
County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that
some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are three vacancies on the
council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 3 and 4. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in development
of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services; makes recommendations concerning
the annual budget of Health and Human Services; makes recommendations related to
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board;
and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large
input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional
providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (2
vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies representing the Sand Creek Watershed.
The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and
Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market,
and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts
1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Want more information
about Scott County?

Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/list.aspx to sign
up for e-mail and/or text message alerts on
everything from County Board and Planning
Advisory Commission agendas and minutes
to road and transit updates, bid postings,
emergency alerts, and much more!

NOTIFY ME
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management and
Communications Director

Severe weather alerts available
through multiple methods

In a crisis, obtaining timely, accurate information can be difficult and confusing. Unlike times in the past where information was limited to civil defense sirens,
the radio, and local television, there is now an abundance of information at our
fingertips. There are quite literally hundreds of methods to get emergency warnings
on a smart phone. There are a number of free and subscription-based notification
services. Further, social media applications are a good way to learn information
that may be impacting you.
Each of these solutions has its own strengths and weaknesses. In Scott County,
outdoor warning sirens are activated when measured wind speeds exceed 70 miles
per hour; a tornado warning is issued for the area; or dangerous, large hail has been
confirmed by a trained weather spotter. This means that sirens are only activated
when a situation is imminently dangerous to the area. Sirens are only activated
for those communities in the impacted area. Residents hearing sirens need to immediately seek shelter and try to seek information once safe.
Local television stations are under considerable pressure when making the decision to break into normal programming. Around the country, several television
meteorologists have received threats, complaints, and hate mail for interrupting reality TV shows to report severe weather. Over the past few years, metro emergency
managers have partnered with Twin Cities Public Television to develop a public
safety television station that delivers weather, health, and safety information. This
channel can be found over the air at 2-5, channel 101 on Mediacom, and channel
197 on south metro Charter. A key initiative for this partnership was enabling multilingual warning. Messages broadcast on this channel are translated into Spanish,
Somali, and Hmong to reach more members of our community.
NOAA weather radios remain a highly effective way to be alerted to severe
weather. Weather radios can often be purchased for less than forty dollars. Some
are battery powered and portable, perfect for
camping. Others are designed to plug in at home
or work. These models typically have batteries for
backup during a power outage. After the alarm is
silenced, the text from the weather warning will
be read over the speakers. The warning includes
a description of the hazard and what communities
the threat is impacting. Weather radios can be upNOAA weather radio
dated to monitor a different county if you move or
travel. A downside of a NOAA weather radio is that alerts are issued based on the
county. Any warning in the county will alert the weather radio. You will need to
listen closely to the broadcast to determine if you are in the path of the threat.
The advent of social media has produced a number of ways to stay informed.
While these provide excellent ways of verifying information and receiving warning in multiple ways, some of the information is not timely or reliable. In a crisis,
inaccurate information can be spread quickly through social media. In some situations, people have confused messages about threats nowhere near their location
after seeing a social media posting.
Opt-in services like CodeRED provide emergency warnings to the cellular
or home phone when an emergency or severe weather threatens your registered
address. Community members that would
like to receive CodeRED alerts can sign up
through Deputy Emergency Management Director Ron Holbeck at (952) 496-8181 or via e-mail at rholbeck@co.scott.mn.us.
In a disaster or hazardous situation that requires immediate warning, Scott
County Emergency Management can activate a wireless emergency alert and the
emergency alert system through the IPAWS interface. These messages will go to
all users with modern phones unless the user has turned emergency alerts off. Wireless emergency alerts are restricted to only those situations like AMBER Alerts and
Flash Flood Warnings where immediate distribution of information is needed to
save lives. Currently, wireless emergency alerts are limited to 90 characters. The
emergency alert system will send a message of up to 360 characters to local television and radio stations. The stations decide if they will allow the message to interrupt the regular broadcast.
Each community member should identify more than one method to receive
emergency information at home and at work so that they can make informed decisions to protect themselves.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

First responders changing
protocol for active shooter,
hostile events

Nationwide and around the globe, communities are facing an increasing number
of tragedies involving active shooter and/or hostile events. These acts of mass violence have garnered a need for an integrated preparedness, response, and recovery
program and change the way fire, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and law
enforcement train to prepare for these situations.
In response, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the source of
American standards for fire and EMS response -- along with a committee that included representatives from the Department of Homeland Security, Department of
Justice, the FBI, NSA, police, fire and EMS organizations, hospitals, private security and universities -- developed the “NFPA 3000: Standard for Active Shooter
and/or Hostile Event Response (ASHER) Program.” The NFPA 3000 was released
in May 2018, and gives first responders and community leaders a roadmap for
creating customized, integrated response and recovery plan during hostile events.
The NFPA 3000 is based on four main principles: unified command, integrated
response, planned recovery, and whole community involvement. It is not a “policies and procedures manual,” it is a framework to develop programs that integrate
planning, response, and recovery to active shooter hostile events. It does not define
or dictate how the response concepts will be implemented, as first responder rescue
operations vary by jurisdiction, region, state, and nation. There is no single correct
way to accomplish the task; each jurisdiction must develop plans and procedures
that will work for their community.
The Sheriff’s Office has teamed up with police and fire departments and EMS
providers county-wide to jointly deliver first responder training that supports our
capability to exceed the NFPA 3000 standard.
In Scott County, training is jointly provided by police, fire, and EMS providers
with participants from multiple jurisdictions and from different public safety disciplines working side by side. This helps first responders understand the perspectives
and capabilities of their partner agencies. This also ensures common fundamentals
and interoperability among all agencies during an incident response.
The NFPA 3000 standard formalizes capabilities that had already been started
by Scott County public safety agencies. The standard provides for a consistent
expectation of performance across the country, and allows public safety agencies to
work together to rapidly complete critical tasks that should improve outcomes for
victims. It addresses failures of public safety agencies to work together and rapidly
complete critical tasks that have led to poor outcomes in the past.
Ever since the Columbine disaster, progressive public safety agencies have been
reassessing and redeveloping their response capabilities to an active shooter or hostile event. Historically, fire and EMS services followed previous NFPA standards,
guiding them to stage a safe distance away from the critical incident until cleared
in by law enforcement. Now, a coordinated response ensures that the patients are
more quickly stabilized then transported to the hospital.
This initial training is just one of the trainings that are building response capabilities in Scott County. These skills will be tested in a large, full-scale exercise
involving multiple large entertainment venues in Scott County in 2021.
Active shooter and hostile events can happen in any community and any jurisdiction. The time to prepare is before they occur. Adoption of the NFPA 3000 for a
modified response and taking time to train under the new guidelines is a huge step
in the right direction and will yield to a better planned and more efficient response
and recovery to all emergencies.
As a parent of young children, I cannot ignore the possibility that a mass act of
violence could happen in our communities. As your Sheriff, I can make sure that
we are prepared as best as possible.

Suspect abuse? Report it!

If you suspect a vulnerable adult is being
mistreated, call (844) 880-1574 any time,
toll free.

Anna Harvatine and Mara Hitt (not pictured), students in the College of
Design at the University of Minnesota, were awarded Best Student Poster at
the Resilient Communities Project End of Year Celebration.

U of M student projects
aid work in Scott County;
partnership celebrated

University of Minnesota students and
faculty celebrated with Scott County
staff and elected officials last spring at
a Resilient Communities Project (RCP)
End-of-Year Celebration on campus and
this summer at a community celebration
at the County Fair.
During the campus event, students
presented posters representing their
work on Scott County projects, including planning for autonomous vehicles,
creating a community land trust, managing household waste, and more. Posters highlighted the findings and recommendations from some of the more than
100 students who worked on a project
with the county this past academic year.
Two students in the College of Design, Anna Harvatine and Mara Hitt,
were awarded best poster for their collaboration with the Scott County CDA
to develop visuals and resources to increase landlord participation in rental
assistance programs. Hitt noted the
value of working on these types of collaborative projects. “I have taken three
classes with RCP projects because the
real-world impact has been much more
fulfilling in terms of my own growth
and the knowledge that my work is contributing to something. It felt good when
our partners at Scott County were so excited to put our ideas into motion,” said
Hitt.
At the campus event, Associate Vice
President for Public Engagement Andy
Furco expressed appreciation to Scott
County for “opening up your doors to
allow members of the University to
work with you on issues that matter to
your counties.”
Scott County Board Chair Barbara
Weckman Brekke likewise expressed
her appreciation to the University, saying that Scott County’s “…partnership
with RCP has been an amazing gift” and
thanking U of MN students, faculty, and

administrators “for not just participating
in our projects, but forming true partnerships and giving us results that are going
to change the ways we do work and deliver services in the future.”
Brad Davis, Scott County’s planning
director, spoke about the power of the
RCP model: “The energy you feel in
this room is the exact same energy I felt
throughout the year -- when I came to
campus and went to different [student]
presentations, when I joined field trips
around Scott County, when I just did
some periodic check-ins. The students
were asking such good questions -- and
new questions -- and making us at the
County think about things so much differently.” Davis noted that although
he knew working with the University
through RCP would be valuable for the
County and help them achieve important strategic goals, “What I didn’t know
going into this partnership is the unique
thing that happens when you match the
energy here at the University of Minnesota with questions and ideas from our
staff. It was fun to see it come together
in a room, and see the blending of ideas,
new ways of looking at these issues.”
Student posters were also displayed
at the County’s booth at this year’s Scott
County Fair. The year-long partnership provided Scott County with case
studies, data analysis, concept plans,
designs, and policy recommendations
to build community resilience, and offered students in 20 classes the opportunity to tackle real projects as part of
their coursework, working directly with
County staff, residents, communitybased organizations, and business owners. Next year, the County will continue
its partnership with RCP to create an edible landscape and to investigate mobility hubs in a suburban context. You can
also view all of the projects and final
reports at www.rcp.umn.edu.

Conserving water does make a difference
We all know we are supposed to conserve water, but here in Minnesota with
water all around, do these small everyday decisions make any difference? Is
it worth your time to change your habits to conserve water? Yes! Conserving water means conserving energy and
resources. Any water that runs down
the drain goes to the wastewater treatment facility. All the water entering the
facility needs to be treated, which takes
both money and energy. And any water
that you conserve is water that you do
not have to pay for. It is much more efficient to save water by shutting off the

tap when not using it than to let it flow
down the drain to the wastewater treatment facility then have it pumped back
to you. Plus, when hot water is wasted,
you not only pay for the water but also
for the energy to heat it.
Here are some ideas for saving water
around your home:
• Keep drinking water in your
refrigerator rather than running the
faucet until water gets cold.
• Shut off the tap when brushing
your teeth and when soaping up in
the shower.
• Install a low-flow showerhead that

Change habits and conserve water.

•

uses less than two gallons a minute
of water.
Wash a full load in the clothes

washer and dishwasher to get the
most for your washing.
• Compost your vegetable and fruit
scraps rather than using the sink
garbage disposal.
• Wash fruits and vegetables in a
bowl of water rather than running
the tap.
• Fix any leaky faucets or toilets.
You could save over 100 gallons of
water per week!
Remember everything we do on
lawns, driveways, and yards eventually
ends up in our rivers, lakes, and wetlands. Everyday decisions do matter!

