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Guidelines for City Organic Recycling Collection Site Grant 

Goal of this grant is to  increase access to organic recycling for all  Scott County residents 

Purpose  

Organics make up about 30 percent of the trash.  That material can be turned into compost for healthy soils 

or used to create energy.  Getting organics out of the trash is our biggest opportunity to increase recycling 

goals and reduce waste to landfill.  By adding organics collection sites we hope to increase organics recycling 

participation in Scott County. 

Scott County is making funds available to cities to establish organic drop-off sites.  These sites will increase 

access to organic recycling for residents not served by city programs. Experience has shown that organic 

drop off raises awareness of what organic recycling is, why it is important, and how to get started. 

Scott County staff and local haulers have met and discussed the need to increase organic recycling.  Haulers 

support this initiative and are happy to provide assistance.  Please contact your local hauler to discuss       

organic collection partnership and opportunities. 

Funding available 

The county has $200,000 available for city organic drop-offs.  The intent is to fund 8 sites within the cities of 

Scott County.  The county has established a maximum award of $25,000 per site.  The cities must provide a 

25% in-kind or cash match towards the grant dollars requested.  In-kind (labor, utility cost, maintenance,  

and property value) and cash match must be described in the application.   

Eligible expenses 

 

Eligible expenses include:  Ineligible expenses include, but are not limited to:  

• Hauling and disposal 

• Construction – enclosures, pads, etc.  

• Dumpsters or carts  

• Promotions  

• Educational materials  

• Other supplies and services approved by the county 

 Staff Time 

 Site security 

 Compostable bags 

 

 Vehicles 

 Purchase of property  

 Political contribution 

 Gifts 

 Finance charges  

 

* Eligible expenses cannot be reimbursed unless those 

expenses occur during the term of an executed service 

agreement between Scott County and the city.  



Application due January 16 

Completed applications can be submitted by mail or by email  

Mail to:  Nick Reishus, Environmental Services, 200 Fourth Ave W, Shakopee, MN 55379 

Email to:  nreishus@co.scott.mn.us | Subject: City Compost Collection Application 

Funding priorities 

The County will use the following criteria to prioritize proposals: 

 City does not have existing curbside organic program or drop-off options 

 City demonstrates readiness to move forward 

 Effort made to ensure site is secure to reduce contamination and site preparation expense 

 

The County reserves the right to refuse funding for a project or partially fund a project. 

 

City requirements 

The following requirements apply: 

 Follow the hauler guidelines for acceptable organic materials 

 Collaborate with hauler or county to plan implementation and promote the site 

 Encourage residents to sign up for city or hauler email notifications about the drop off program, which may  

         include details about how to participate and updates about program changes 

 Designate and provide contact information of city employee(s) or department that will manage the site  

 Report basic information, including a hauling data and participation estimates 

 Allow all county residents to use the site 

 Operate and Maintain the site for at least 3 years 

 Collection site must be in Scott County 

 

Funding process 

 Application will be accepted no later than 3:30PM on January 16, 2020. 

 The city must purchase item in the approved grant agreement.  After the purchase and implementation, the city must       

contact the County to confirm purchase (site visit or provide receipts of purchase).  Scott County will process approved     

reimbursement within 10 working days of confirmation. 

Reporting Requirements 

 City must report to County the amount of tons collected for 3 years after drop-off site opens. 

 City must report the amount of tons collected within 30 days of end of collection period 

 City must provide a report at the end of the grant detailing completion of items in grant application 

Requirements of Scott County Environmental Services to City Program Participants 

 County will provide Cities with technical support when requested for duration of program.  
 County will create and maintain an Organics Recycling Website that Cities can advertise and promote which highlights and  
        provides participants with education on organics recycling, the collection site program, who to contact to sign up, and a               

map of Collection locations.                                                                                                                    
 County will provide to Cities the contact information of a County Environmental Staff Person that Cities can direct  
         participates to for specific organics recycling questions.                                                                                                              
 County Environmental Staff will publish an annual article in the Scott County SCENE Newspaper promoting the Organics     

Recycling Collection Program.  
 County will advertise organics program to rural residents annually through Scott County SCENE and Social Media 
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City Organic Recycling Collection Sites 

Grant Application         
  
Applicant Information 

 

New compost site (circle )    yes/ no 

Location of proposed new site______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Improve/expand existing site  (circle)   yes/no 

Location (address) of existing site_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Hauler to provide organic collection service_______________________________________________________________________ 

Description of proposal: Please provide a brief description of the project proposal (Less than 500 
words) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If awarded a grant, grantee agrees to: 

 Provide a secure collection site to prevent contamination of compost and illegal dumping 

 Provide outreach that collection site is available to residents 

 Provide residents information on how to properly compost and use collection site 

 Collection site are available city residents and adjacent townships 

 Complete report documenting baseline pre‐grant and post‐grant quantities 

Mail to: Scott County Environmental Services | Attn: City Compost Collection Application| 200 Fourth Ave 
W | Shakopee, MN 55379 

Email to: nreishus@co.scott.mn.us | Subject: City Compost Collection Application 

Page 1 GRANT APPLICATION 

City Name   

Contact Name   

Contact Title   

Address   

City, Zip Code   

Phone Number   

Email Address   

mailto:nreishus@co.scott.mn.us%20




Example  
City Organic Collection Sites 

Grant Application       

  

 

 Applicant Information 

 

 

New compost site (circle )    yes/ no 

Location of proposed new site___Star City Police Station 100 Star Way_______________________________________________________ 

Improve/expand existing site  (circle)   yes/no 

Location (address) of existing site_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Hauler to provide organic collection service___Star Hauler______________________________________________________ 

 

Description of proposal: Please provide a brief description of the project proposal (Less than 500 words) 

 

Star city will provide two compost dumpster at the police station next to the existing cardboard containers.  Star City will install 

fencing around the dumpster and a keypad to ensure dumpster are secure from contamination.  Residents interested in           

composting will be given the keypad code, compost bags, and information kits after enrolling with Star City.  Star city will enter 

into an agreement with Star Hauler to collect compost weekly.  Star Hauler will also provide residents with kits with enrollment.  

Star Hauler will record and report the amount of tons of compost collected.  Star City and Hauler will maintain the site. 

If awarded a grant, grantee agrees to: 

 Provide a secure collection site to prevent contamination of compost and illegal dumping 

 Provide outreach that collection site is available to residents 

 Provide residents information on how to properly compost and use collection site 

 Collection site are available city residents and adjacent townships 

 Complete report documenting baseline pre‐grant and post‐grant quantities 

 

Mail to: Scott County Environmental Services | Attn: City Compost Collection Application| 200 Fourth Ave 
W | Shakopee, MN 55379 

      Email to: nreishus@co.scott.mn.us | Subject: City Compost Collection Application 

City Name                    Star City 

Contact Name                   Jim Johnson 

Contact Title                  Facilities 

Address                  100 Star Way 

City, Zip Code                  Star City  89898 

Phone Number                  952-496-8000 

Email Address                 .jjohnson@starcity.com 

mailto:nreishus@co.scott.mn.us%20


Description of item 
needed 

Description of Cost (labor and 
materials) 

County Grant 
Request 

City Contribution (in kind) or match 

Initial Program cost       

Concrete pad $5000 concrete pad 

$900 labor to organize construc-
tion of concrete pad 

$5000 concrete 
pad 

$900 = City staff hours 15 hours at 
$60/hr 

Fence and Coded Access 
lock and signage 

$5000 metal fence, keypad, and 
site signage 

$900 labor to organize installa-
tion of fence and keypad 

$5000 metal 
fence, keypad, and 
signage 

$900 = City staff hours 15 hours at 
$60/hr 

Security Camera and 
Lighting 

$2000 to install lights and secu-
rity camera and pay for 36 

months of utilities 

$2000 $1800=Provide power to lights and 
security camera @$50/mon. x36 
months 

Initial Outreach and 
program advertising 

Mailer or announcement to all 
City Households advertising 

program ($2/handout x2000 
households) 

$4000 $1200=City staff hours at 20 at $60/hr 

On-going Program Costs       

Dumpster rental and 
Hauler Pick Up 

$100/ month for rental x 36 
months 

$3600 $1450=valuation of property 

Starter and educational 
Material to program 
participants who sign up 

$11.40 educational kit  x  200 
participant educational kits 

(Kit will include starter bags 
and educational handout) 

$2280 $1200=City staff hours at 20 at $60/hr 

  

Compostable Bags 200 participants x 1 bag week x 
52 weeks x 3 years x .10/bag 

$3120 $2340=15 minutes a week x 52 weeks 
x 3 years =39 hours at $60/hr to re-
stock bags, and check on site weekly 

Total   $25,000 (max) $9790 ( $6250 minimum match re-
quired) 

Description of Grant Request:  



Free organics recycling in Jordan helps turn scraps into 

savings 

No matter how well we clean our dinner plates, every household has food scraps at the end of the day. But Jordan 

residents have the opportunity to potentially convert those scraps into savings on the solid waste disposal fees, 

thanks to a free organic disposal service offered by the city. 

Residents are free to dump organic waste from their home, which includes most food and paper waste, at the or-

ganics dumpster near the utility shed outside the Jordan Police Department, 705 Syndicate St. City Administrator 

Tom Nikunen said by separating organic waste from garbage, residents could downsize their solid waste pickup bin 

and potentially save $9 a month. 

“I tried the organic (pickup) when that was offered and I was able to reduce my garbage container to the very 

smallest one,” Nikunen said. “When you take out the food waste and paper products and then recycle cans and 

other recyclables — you have very little left.” 

For a year, Jordan was one of the few cities in the metro that offered curbside pickup for organic waste. 

“That didn’t work out very well, we only had 10-15 people in town sign up for that,” Nikunen said. “It’s a shame it 

didn’t catch on more.” 

But residents are still free to dump their organic waste at the designated dumpster outside the police department 

using paper bags or organically combustible bags that can be purchased at most grocery stores. 

Jordan and Shakopee are currently the only cities in Scott County currently offering an organics drop-off service. 

Nikunen said the city is in the process of applying for a county grant that would improve the drop-off site with a 

new container, fenced-in area and key fob entry. Nikunen said the fob entry could help track usage data and pave 

the way for a potential yard waste drop-off in the  future. 

 

By Michael Strasburg mstrasburg@swpub.com 

https://www.swnewsmedia.com/users/profile/Michael%20Strasburg



