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“Health Heroes” recognized for life-saving actions
Two teams of emergency responders and a local
resident were recently named recipients of the Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award for their life-saving
actions. The awards were presented by Scott County
Sheriff Luke Hennen at recent meetings of the Scott
County Board and Savage City Council.
The first incident for which awards were given occurred on Aug. 17, 2019 when Scott County Sheriff’s
Deputies Jacob Lannon and Jacob Edwinson were
dispatched to a three-vehicle accident in Spring Lake
Township. Local resident Tim Cook had reported the
crash and informed dispatch that there were multiple
victims that were in critical need of medical attention.
Once on scene, the deputies began to triage all the
victims involved and requested additional medical
care and assistance from the Prior Lake Fire Department. Cook assisted first responders by using his personal truck to pull one of the vehicles involved in the
crash away from another involved vehicle to allow for

extrication of a victim.
Once Allina Health Emergency Medical Services
Duty Supervisor Nathan Layne arrived, he quickly realized the magnitude of the situation and requested additional medical assistance. Soon, Allina EMT Joseph
Trongard, Allina Paramedic Scott Davis, Allina Paramedic Greg Harinen, and Allina Paramedic Nick Latourelle arrived and provided assistance with patient
care and coordination of victim transportation.
The other incident occurred Aug. 25 when 911 dispatchers received a report of a man in Credit River
Township having difficulty breathing. Savage Police
Officers Rob Calvin, Todd Weinzierl and Jacqueline
Kelch and Scott County Deputy Nathan Olson were
recognized for their efforts in saving that man’s life.
“The work of these law enforcement and first responder EMS providers made a very real difference
in saving a life in Scott County,” said Dr. Andrew Stevens, Medical Director of Allina Health EMS.

Savage Police Chief Rodney Seurer (at left), Scott
County Commissioner Jon Ulrich, and Scott
County Sheriff Luke Hennen (at right) were on
hand Feb. 3 to present the Morris A. Miller Health
Hero Award to Savage Officers Rob Calvin, Todd
Weinzierl and Jacqueline Kelch. Not pictured is
Scott County Deputy Nathan Olson.

Participating in the December presentation of the Morris A. Miller Health Hero Award were (l. to r.)
Dr. Andrew Stevens, Allina Paramedic Scott Davis, Deputy Jacob Lannon, victim John Mullenmeister,
Deputy Jacob Edwinson, Allina EMT Joseph Trongard, Allina Supervisor Nathan Layne, and Sheriff
Luke Hennen. Not pictured: Allina Paramedics Greg Harinen and Nick Latourelle.

Sheriff Luke Hennen presented the Morris A.
Miller Health Hero Award to Spring Lake Township
resident Tim Cook. Also pictured is Dr. Andrew
Stevens (right).

EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Preparing for the spring melt, rains

As I write this, I’m reflecting upon the previous winter and spring. Last year,
we experienced prolonged freezing temperatures before we got a blanket of snow
on the ground, causing an abnormally deep frost layer to develop. We then experienced heavy snow in late winter, followed by a quick warmup and rainfall event.
This resulted in some roof collapses and a rapid rise of river and creek levels.
In the Jordan area, the rapid rise of Sand Creek caused the deep layer of ice that
had formed on the top of Sand Creek to float downstream. These huge ice chunks
created dams when they collected at bridges and bends in the creek. The creek
levels quickly rose, flooding homes and roads. A short-term shelter was opened
in partnership among the Jordan School District, City of Jordan, and Scott County
Sheriff’s Office staff and volunteers. Evacuated residents were then moved to a
Red Cross shelter located nearby; a pet shelter was opened at a nearby Countyowned facility.
What is often lost in the stories about the flooding is the impact on individuals.
In the early hours of this flood event, I witnessed neighbors helping neighbors try
to prevent standing water from flooding basements. Heavy snow and ice blocked
downspouts. Melting snow was pushed back into the foundations of homes. Ice
jams on roofs caused water incursion. Months later, some residents discovered
mold in their homes.
It’s important to recognize that FEMA does not provide financial aid to individuals in most disasters. FEMA’s mandate is to provide public assistance. “Public assistance” is financial reimbursement to state and local governments -- and
some limited non-profit organizations -- for costs to remove debris; take protective
actions; and repair roads, bridges, and publicly-owned facilities. Homeowners and
renters are expected to provide adequate insurance (including flood insurance) and
preventative maintenance to prevent impacts to their homes.
Now is the time to take preventative measures to protect your home from
damage this spring. With changing weather patterns, we can expect melting and
heavy rainfalls in March. This means that snowpack on rooflines and along homes
will cause pooling water. Prior to March, residents should
identify methods to safely remove snow from rooflines.
Residents should develop a
plan to remove accumulated
snow alongside their homes,
and ensure that adequate drainage away from the house exists.
Lastly, it is critically important for everyone to know their
own limitations. Climbing on
roofs in winter or improperly
using roof rakes can lead to serious injury and roof damage.
Safely remove snow from roofs.

Sponsors sought for FASTTRACK Business Challenge

Scott County businesses have an opportunity to be a part of the award-winning FAST-TRACK Business Challenge
and assist an entrepreneur in fast tracking their business to success.  Sponsors
may provide start-up cash, legal and accounting services, graphic design and
web development services, or other professional services beneficial to a start-up
business.
The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge, which was named the
Economic Development Association
of MN’s 2018 Program of the Year,
will be held on Thursday, October 22,
2020.  
Gold Sponsors of the 2020 event
will be provided with an opportunity
to take a seat on the judges’ panel.   In
2019, judges included Charles Shannon,
VP of Corporate Development-Merrill
Corporation; Kristin Haugen, Principal
& Managing Attorney at KC Haugen
Law LLC.; Angela Heikes, President
and CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) Gaming Enterprise; Patrick McIntyre, VP
of Strategy-Best Buy; and Neela Mollgaard, Executive Director of Launch
Minnesota.
Professional Service Providers
and Sponsors will be invited to the live
event and provided a chance to showcase their companies, as well as play a
hand in helping the selected winner(s)
achieve success.  Sponsorship provides
local businesses with an opportunity to
give back to the greater Scott County
community and support economic development and entrepreneurship in the
area.
Sponsors and Service Providers
in 2019 included the Shakopee Mde-

wakanton Sioux Community, Minnesota Valley Electric Coop’s Operation
Round-Up, Old National Bank, the
New Prague Chamber of Commerce,
Scott County Community Development
Agency’s First Stop Shop, and Technology Village of Prior Lake.  Professional
Service Providers included Albert Aryee, CPA, Argos Risk; KC Haugen Law;
Neon Lizard Creative Graphic Design;
Open to Business (MCCD); the New
Prague Chamber of Commerce; the
Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce; the
Savage Chamber of Commerce; and the
Shakopee Chamber and Visitors Bureau.  
A Professional Service Provider
in 2018 and 2019, Rebecca Rausch,
owner-Neon Lizard Creative Graphic
Design, donated services to the FASTTRACK Challenge and three winners.
Rauch shared, “Helping brand and promote the Scott County FAST-TRACK
Business Challenge was a great honor.
We loved the professionalism and positive attitude of the staff that permeated
the entire project. What a great opportunity for a young business! We look forward to helping again in 2020.”
The 2019 FAST-TRACK Challenge
Winners included Hobby Farmer Canning Co.; Farmhouse Market; and UnLocked Golf.  The companies received
over $20,000 in cash and professional
services due to the generosity of Sponsors and Professional Service Providers.
For more information on the FASTTRACK Challenge, please visit the
website at: www.scottcountyfasttrack.
com or contact Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott County First Stop Shop, at (952) 496-8830
or jfoust@scottfss.org.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Mental health, wellness on the farm

Even with all of the residential growth occurring in the rural portions of Scott
County, agriculture remains a vital component of our local economy. Over 44
percent of the total land use in Scott County is classified as agriculture/farmstead,
encompassing 740 farms. Despite the fact that we so desperately need farmers for
our survival, we often forget about their well-being.
Farmers have an abundance of responsibility, but many factors that impact their
farms and livelihoods are out of their control. These stressors are putting an emotional strain on local farm families and impacting their mental health.
Farm owners and workers are three to five times more likely to die by suicide
compared to other occupations, and those in the industry may be more likely to internalize stress and not know where to turn when feeling overwhelmed. It’s important for us to raise awareness about suicide, and for us to share the fact that suicide
is preventable, mental illness is treatable, and recovery is possible.
Suicide not only affects families for years to come, but affects all those who respond to the calls. It has a profound effect on law enforcement and EMS personnel.
It affects entire communities and schools, and is even more tragic because -- with
attention and monitoring -- most of these situations could have been prevented
through peer intervention and professional help.
State officials and health professionals have taken note of the uptick in farmer
suicides and have swung into action with a multitude of plans, approaches, and
resources. Minnesota has set up free and confidential hotlines specifically for
stressed farmers and other rural residents seeking help (listed at end of this article).
The Minnesota Department of Health has started a series of free training workshops around the state called SafeTALK, which aim to equip community members
for tough conversations meant to help friends and neighbors thinking about suicide.
I encourage people in the agricultural community to reach out when they
see a farmer (or anybody) struggling, as we can be the first line of defense
against losing them to suicide. Watch for signs that someone may be considering
suicide in how they talk or act (expressions of hopelessness, depression, giving
away prized possessions, talking of suicide, securing lethal means), and learn how
to respond. If you see a loved one or a neighbor who may be suffering from these
emotions, reach out, check in, take a meal, pray with them, help lighten their load,
and be a friend with a hug or a shoulder to cry on. Let them know that they are not
alone.
My family arrived in Scott County to farm after acquiring land under the Homestead Act of 1862. As a fifth-generation resident of this County, I care about our
farming communities and want to see them thrive. We owe the proud men and
women involved in agriculture an enormous debt of gratitude and it is extremely
important that we support our farmers.
If you or a loved one is considering suicide, help is always available. These
resources offer immediate free and confidential support for people in distress:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Minnesota Farm and Rural Helpline :1-833-600-2670 X 1. Free,
confidential, 24/7
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 (Veterans, press 1)
Crisis Text Line: Text HOME or MN to 741741
Minnesota Farm Advocates: 800-967-2474
Minnesota Rural Mental Health Specialists (work with farmers throughout
Minnesota. No cost; no paperwork)
* Ted Matthew: 320-266-2390
* Monica McConkey: 218-280-7785
Scott County Canvas Health Mobile Crisis Team: 952-818-3702
University of Minnesota Extension: https://extension.umn.edu/rural-stress
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Minnesota: https://namimn.org/
Help with Daily Living: http://www.211.org/
Business, Financial and Legal Help: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/about/
mnfarmerstress/busfinlegalhelp

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture also has multiple resources: https://
www.mda.state.mn.us/about/mnfarmerstress
• SafeTALK registration: http://safeTALK-agriculture.eventbrite.com
• Visit www.SpeakingOfSuicide.com for a list of additional resources
If you need help figuring out who to contact, call us at (833) 600-2670 x 0 during business hours, or use TTY at 711.
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SCHS plans talks on Great
Depresssion, prohibition

Tour the Historic Stans House:
Thursday, March 12. Tours run on
both dates from 1 – 3 p.m. and 5 – 7
p.m. Come tour the historic 1908 Stans
House next door to the Scott County
Historical Society (SCHS)! Learn
what it took to manage a household in
Scott County at the turn of the century,
how work was divided, and what tools
people used every day. Tours cost $3,
are drop-in and last about 40 minutes.

Historic Stans House

Paper World! February Kids Kraft:
Saturday, February 22, 10:30 – 11:15
a.m. at the New Prague Library. For
centuries, young
people have been
making their own
toys! Learn how
to create cities,
houses, and people
with a few scraps
of paper. Let your imagination run
wild, then listen to a story about young
people who created their own world.
Free! Register at scottcountyhistory.
org, or by calling (952) 445-0378.
History Bingo at O’Briens Public
House: Sunday, February 23, 2 – 4
p.m. at O’Briens Public House in
Shakopee. Join us for a night of history
bingo and have some added fun by
coming dressed in your favorite historic
costume – prizes for the best look!

Prohibition Talk at Oldenburg
Brewery: Thursday, February 27,
7 – 8 p.m. at Oldenburg Brewery in
Belle Plaine. Join
us to hear the stories
of bootleggers and
backyard stills in
Scott County during
Prohibition – and
enjoy a pint or two
of Oldenburg’s craft
beer. This program
is in partnership with
the Scott County
Libraries. Free.
Scott County and the Great
Depression: Tuesday, March 17,
7 p.m. at Prior Lake Library.
The 1930s were a difficult period
throughout the United States. During
this time, Scott County was home to
transient relief programs and a New
Deal youth camp unique in the nation.
Learn about these and other stories of
how the Great Depression impacted
local lives. Free.

Postcard Party! March Kids Kraft:
Saturday, March 28, 10:30 – 11:15
a.m. at the Savage Library. Have you
ever sent a postcard before? People
have been using them to say “hello” for
hundreds of years! See some postcards
from Scott County history, and make
your very own postcards. Stamps will
be on hand so
you can write a
message and send
it to someone you
love! Finally, hear a
story about mishaps
in the mail.

SCHS Grand Re-Opening,
Annual Meeting set for April 4
The SCHS Grand Re-Opening will take place on Saturday, April 4, from
6 - 8 p.m. Join us for music and refreshments, as well as two brand new
exhibits -- HomeBrewed: Prohibition in Scott County, and A Woman’s
Place: Suffrage in Scott County.
Preceding the Grand Opening, the SCHS Annual Meeting for Historical
Society members will take place at 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 4, at SCHS.

Smoke from wildfires can affect local air conditions
If you’ve paid any attention to the
news over the last few years, you may
have noticed that it seems like wildfires
are popping up all over in the western United States, Australia, as well as
Canada. Most of these wildfires are
far enough away that they don’t affect
us here in Minnesota. Some Canadian
wildfires, however, have the right conditions to allow smoke to travel down
to Minnesota and affect our air quality.
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) keeps current air quality conditions for the state on their website at https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/
current-air-quality. Data are forecasted
and collected to help educate the public
when the outside air quality is not good

for vigorous activity, kids, and the elderly. There are five pollutants that are
measured hourly that make up the current as well as the forecasted air quality
index or (AQI). These are fine particles
(PM2.5), ground-level ozone (O3), sulfur
dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2),
and carbon monoxide (CO). When
higher levels of one or more of these
toxins are present in the air, the MPCA
will issue an air quality alert, informing the public of the elevated amount of
harmful things in the air we breathe.
How does this relate to wildfires in
Canada? Canada has vast expanses of
forest, which -- when the circumstances are right – can cause fires and burn
unchecked over many acres. This cre-

ates tons of smoke, which lofts in the
air and dissipates in the direction of the
wind. Due to our location with respect
to Canada, and the fact that there isn’t
a mountain range or some other natural
block from there to here, our air can get
smoky from their fires.
Over the past several years, the number of air alerts issued by the MPCA directly related to lofting wildfire smoke
has increased to about half of all alerts
issued out. To understand why these
alerts are given out, we have to look at
what’s in the smoke that is concerning.
Smoke from wildfires consists of carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxide, water vapor, as
well as fine particles. The fine particles

are the most concerning for children’s
developing lungs, as well as more atrisk lungs of the elderly.
So what can be done about wildfire
smoke and the health effects it can have
on you and your loved ones? The single
best thing you can do is be aware. The
air quality is updated hourly, so you
have very current information that can
be used to determine how clean the air
around you is. Minnesota is very fortunate to have overall very good air quality, with only a handful of alert days annually. If you see wildfires in the news,
it might be wise to check the air quality
before planning outings of any kind.

