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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

FARMHOMESTEAD UNTIL 1967
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

DAY RESORT1967-2005 
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

LAND ACQUISITION TIMELINE 
2004: 1PARK DEDICATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN SCOTT COUNTY, DEVELOPER 
AND TOWNSHIP

2007: 173 ACRES PROVIDED TO SCOTT COUNTY AS PARK DEDICATION FOR THE 
SILVER MAPLE BAY ESTATES SUBDIVISION.

2007: SCOTT COUNTY PURCHASED THE 56 ACRE FORMER CEDAR LAKE FARM AND 
DAY RESORT PROPERTY.

2009: FORMER DAY RESORT SITE OPENED FOR ANNUAL, SEASONAL PUBLIC USE. 
OPERATION HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON VOLUNTEERS.

2010: SCOTT COUNTY PURCHASED THE 8 ACRE NOVOTNY PARCEL ALONG COUNTY 
HIGHWAY 2 AND CEDAR LANE.

2011: SCOTT COUNTY AND THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT ENTER INTO A 
PARTNERSHIP FOR JOINT PARK OPERATIONS IN SCOTT COUNTY.

2013: SEASONAL USE HOURS EXPANDED, NEW RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES OFFERED.

2015+: PHASE 1 DEVELOPMENT. YEAR-ROUND OPERATIONS?

2007: 173 ACRES PROVIDED TO SCOTT COUNTY AS PARK DEDICATION FOR THE 
SILVER MAPLE BAY ESTATES SUBDIVISION.

2007: SCOTT COUNTY PURCHASED THE 56 ACRE FORMER CEDAR LAKE FARM AND 
DAY RESORT PROPERTY.

2009: FORMER DAY RESORT SITE OPENED FOR ANNUAL, SEASONAL PUBLIC USE. 
OPERATION HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON VOLUNTEERS.

2010: SCOTT COUNTY PURCHASED THE 8 ACRE NOVOTNY PARCEL ALONG COUNTY 
HIGHWAY 2 AND CEDAR LANE.

2011: SCOTT COUNTY AND THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT ENTER INTO A 
PARTNERSHIP FOR JOINT PARK OPERATIONS IN SCOTT COUNTY.

2013: SEASONAL USE HOURS EXPANDED, NEW RECREATION PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES OFFERED.

2015+: PHASE 1 DEVELOPMENT. YEAR-ROUND OPERATIONS?
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

•	 249 ACRES

•	 4,300 FT OF SHORE LAND

•	 RECREATIONAL AMENITIES

•	 STRUCTURES

•	 NATURAL RESOURCES
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

SWIMMING BEACH FISHING

PICNICKING GROUP CAMP

RECREATIONAL AMENITIES

HORSE-SHOE  AND VOLLEYBALL

BOAT RENTAL
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PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND FACILITY RENTALS

PICNIC AND EVENT RENTALS TRACTOR SHOW

WEDDINGSCROSS COUNTY RACES

PHOTO CREDIT: JENNY BEDARD PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTO CREDIT: GORDON FREDRICKSON

PICNIC AND EVENT RENTALS
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

PAVILION BOAT HOUSE HOMESTEAD

BARN AND OUTBUILDINGS

STRUCTURES
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

MAPLE-BASSWOOD FOREST

EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCES

PHOTO CREDIT: JED BECHER

Area 2
•	Dominant canopy trees: sugar maple 
    and American basswood 
•	Good diversity on the ground plain
•	Some sign of earthworm invasion
•	Almost no buckthorn, and no other 
    invasive plant species

Area 1
•	Former pasture colonized with burr oak, 
    green ash, butternut and sugar maple
•	Understory fairly diverse
•	Very little buckthorn, no other invasive 
    plant species

Area 3
•	Dominant canopy trees: green ash, American 
    basswood, butternut, and burr oak
•	Exceptional diversity and vigor of understory 
    species
•	No sign of earthworm invasion

Area 4
•	Dominant canopy trees: green ash, American 
    basswood, butternut, and burr oak
•	Good leaf litter cover on the ground; little sign 
    of earthworm invasion
•	Good plant diversity on the ground plain
•	Almost no buckthorn, and no other invasive 
    plant species
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HIGH QUALITY FOREST
Cedar Lake Farm Park Plan

Scott County, MN
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

SHORE LAND RESTORATIONWETLANDSHIGH-QUALITY FOREST

EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCES
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SITE INTRODUCTION/HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

PUBLIC REGIONAL PARK2009-PRESENT 

FOREST EXPANSIONPRAIRIE/SAVANNA RESTORATIONDRAINED WETLAND RESTORATION

NATURAL RESOURCES OPPORTUNITIES
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MASTER PLANOVERVIEW

•	 LED BY 40-MEMBER CITIZEN 
DESIGN TEAM

•	 INCLUDES INPUT FROM HELENA 
TOWNSHIP, CITY OF NEW PRAGUE, 
AND SCOTT COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY 
COMMISSION

•	 APPROVED BY SCOTT COUNTY 
BOARD JANUARY 4, 2012

•	 INTENDED TO GUIDE PARK 		
DEVELOPMENT OVER THE NEXT 		
25+ YEARS

MASTER PLAN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOVERVIEW

•	 BASED ON THE DEVELOPMENT 
MASTER PLAN

•	 LED BY A CITIZEN DESIGN TEAM 
WITH COORDINATION AND SUPPORT 
FROM HGA, BARR ENGINEERING, AND 
STAFF

•	 INCLUDED SITE INSPECTIONS, 
WETLAND DELINEATION, AND DETAILED 
TOPOGRAPHIC, FACILITY, AND TREE 
SURVEYS

•	 SCHEDULED FOR CONSTRUCTION IN 
2015, STARTING MID TO LATE SUMMER

•	 CONSTRUCTION FULLY COMPLETED 
BY JUNE 2016

•	 FUNDED THROUGH ~ $1.9M 
PARKS AND TRAILS LEGACY 
FUNDING FROM THE 2008 
CLEAN WATER, LAND AND 
LEGACY CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOVERVIEW

•	 WORKSHOPS 
•	 PROGRAM PRIORITIES
•	 SCHEMATIC “GROUND-TRUTHING” 
•	 COST ESTIMATE UPDATES

DESIGN PROCESS

CITIZEN DESIGN TEAM ENGAGEMENT

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOVERVIEW

•	 TRAILS
•	 SHORE AND BEACH IMPROVEMENTS
•	 BUILDING AND GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS
•	 PLAY AREA
•	 NATURAL RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT

DESIGN PROCESS

CITIZEN DESIGN TEAM & STAFF MEETINGS TO GUIDE PHASE I 

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOVERVIEW

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

BUDGET

$64,000

$578,940

$79,000

$185,000

$95,000

$29,000

$39,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$484,640

PHASE 1 PROGRAM DETAIL 	

1.	 IMPROVED  ENTRANCE

2.	 TRAILS 

3.	 INFRASTRUCTURE 

4.	 PLAY 

5.	 BEACH EXPANSION

6.	 	POND RESTORATION 

7.	 NATURAL RESOURCE 
ENHANCEMENTS	

8.	 GROUP CAMP AREA 

9.	 PICNICKING

10. EDIBLE PLANTING 

11. BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
IMPROVEMENTS

260TH STREET WEST/COUNTY ROAD 2
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNTRAIL PRECEDENTS

SOFT SURFACE/LOW-IMPACT

HARD SURFACE/MULTI-USE/ACCESSIBLE

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNBEACH PRECEDENTS

ACCESSIBLE BEACH AMENITIES

LARGER, FORMALIZED BEACH AREA

SCHEMATIC DESIGN



CEDAR LAKE FARM REGIONAL PARK - PHASE 1 SCHEMATIC DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
NOVEMBER 18, 2014

PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNPLAY PRECEDENTS

STRUCTURED PLAY

NATURE/FREE PLAY

PHOTO CREDIT: JED BECHER

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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OPEN HOUSE FEEDBACK - SUMMARY

OVERARCHING FEEDBACK TO CONSIDER FOR PHASE I:

PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOPEN HOUSE & PAC FEEDBACK

SITE PLAN LAKESIDE NORTH WOODS

•	 TRAILS - Alignment, surface type, connections, multi-use, impact on neighborhood 
•	 PLAY- Location, type
•	 PROGRAMMING - Seasonal use, dog park, archery
•	 ACCESS - Consider adding emergency and public lake access
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260TH STREET WEST/COUNTY ROAD 2
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CEDAR LAKE

PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOPEN HOUSE & PAC FEEDBACK

PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

260TH STREET WEST/COUNTY ROAD 2

•	 Like the concept as is – with some 
consideration for balancing more paved 
trails in the north with less play/paved 
trails in the core

•	 Recommend the plan to the SC Board

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOPEN HOUSE & PAC FEEDBACK

PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

260TH STREET WEST/COUNTY ROAD 2
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•	 Like the concept as is – with some 
consideration for balancing more paved 
trails in the north with less play/paved 
trails in the core

•	 Recommend the plan to the SC Board
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PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNNORTH WOODS ENLARGEMENT

TRAILS and BOARDWALKS

NATURAL RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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M
aps – Cedar Lake Farm

 Regional Park M
aster Plan  

 

 

 

M
AP 2: M

aster Plan Enlargem
ent Area for Cedar Lake Farm

 Regional Park 

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGNOPEN HOUSE & PAC FEEDBACK

DISCUSSION: WINTER ACCESS
PUBLIC ACCESS?:
Potential winter lake access 
area - not currently part of 
planned improvements.

EMERGENCY ACCESS:
Potential emergency lake 
access area - it can be 
accommodated in Phase I.



PHASE I SCHEMATIC DESIGN MAINTENANCE BUILDING

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PRECEDENTS



CONTEXT: EXISTING LANGUAGE



CONTEXT: EXISTING LANGUAGE



SITE INTEGRATION: EXISTING BARNYARD



UTILIZING EXISTING ELEMENTS



UTILIZING EXISTING ELEMENTS





MASSING: INTEGRATING WITH THE FARMSTEAD



VIEW FROM HIGHWAY, LOOKING NORTHWEST



MASSING: VIEW FROM NORTH, LOOKING SOUTHWEST



MASSING: VIEW FROM INSIDE THE YARD LOOKING EAST
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THANK YOU




