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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar

Scott County Attorney

Choose Not to Use
would like to say

THANK YOU!

Coordinators:  Ron Hocevar, Scott County Attorney; Luke Hennen, Scott 
County Sheriff; Dave Beer, Scott County Commisioner; 
Kathy Welter, Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Tee It Up provides drug prevention curriculum

 FUNDING THEIR FUTURE 
SPONSOR
Scott County
TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Allina Health
DIAMOND SPONSORS
Linda and Gary Shelton
MVEC
Next Chapter Technology
Scott County Attorney’s Offi ce
Scott County Sheriff’s Offi ce
Shakopee Lions Club
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Belle Plaine Police Department
Bryan Rock Products, Inc.
Dave Menden
Jordan Police Department
New Prague Police Department
Opatz Charters LLC
Paul Gabbert and Lisa Skoog
Savage Police Department
Stonebrooke Golf Course
Zayo
GOLD SPONSORS
Arvig
Schmidt Roofi ng, Inc.
Shakopee Police Department
SILVER SPONSORS
Adolfson and Peterson
Carver County Attorney’s Offi ce
NewWave Broadband
BALL DROP SPONSOR
Jaspers, Moriarty and Wetherille
HOLE SPONSORS
Bail Bonds Doctor
Culver’s – Shakopee
Dave Beer
Edward Jones/Tammy Laurent
Ken Jarcho Insurance Agency
Lions Tap
Max, Natalie and Micah Tieben
MN’s Largest Candy Store
O’Brien Dental
Pat Ciliberto
Patrick, Kathy, Sammi and 
   Olive Welter
Prior Lake Rotary
Shakopee Valley Lions Club
The Fun Squad
The UPS Store – Prior Lake
MISCELLANEOUS 
SPONSORS
Badger
Bill Rena’ Hammes
Bill’s Toggery
Bloomington Center for the Arts
Bruegger’s Bagels
Buck Hill

Buffalo Tap
Canterbury Park
Carbone’s- New Prague
Casey’s General Stores
Cherry Berry
Chick-Fil-A
Chili’s
Chuck and Don’s Pet 
Food Outlet
Clancy’s Bar & 
   Pizza Parlor
Coborn’s – Belle Plaine
Coborn’s – New Prague
Crayola Experience
Culver’s Savage
Dairy Queen – 
   Tasha Blvd. Shakopee
Daniel and Roxana 
Demers
Dangerfi eld’s
Dragon Café
Dream Nails
Dunn Bros. – Savage
Edelweiss Bakery
Eileen’s Colossal 
Cookies
El Toro
Electric Beach Tanning
Emma Krumbee’s
eNails
Fishtale Bar & Grill
Fong’s Restaurant & Bar
Freddy’s Frozen Custard 
and Steakburgers
Fresh Thyme
Guthrie Theater
Hampton Inn
Iris Valley Boutique and 
Gifts
Jordan Feed Mill 
Restaurant
Kowalski’s
Kwik Trip
Kyoto Sushi
Laker’s Tavern & Pizza
Lau’s Bakery
Linsey’s BBQ
Lunds and Byerlys
Mainstream Boutique- 
Savage
Mainstream Boutique – 
New Prague
Mall of America
McHugh’s Public House
Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum
Minnesota Timberwolves
Minnesota Twins
Mr. Pig Stuff

Muddy Cow
Munkabeans
Mustard Seed
My Pillow
Mystic Lake Casino 
Hotel
Nails by Natalie 
   (Allure Salon)
O’Brien Public House
Olive Moon
Pablo’s Mexican
   Restaurant
Paintball Minnesota
Papa Murphy’s
Pekarna Meats
Qdoba
Rahr Corporation
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Rademacher’s
Real Gem Jewelers
Renaissance Festival
Roasted Pear
Ruby Tuesday’s
Sailer’s Greenhouse
Sam’s Club
Sapporo
Sassy Kat Boutique
Sever’s Fall Festival
Shakopee Valley Sports
Small Cakes
Southbridge Liquor
Southwest Arms
St. Patrick’s Tavern
Stems and Vines
Subway – 
   Egan Drive – Savage
Subway – Prior Lake 
Sweet Nautical 
   Boutique
T.J. Hooligans
Taco Loco
Target – Savage
Target – Shakopee
The Feed Mill
The Laker Store
The Pointe
Theresa’s Mexican
   Restaurant
Turtle’s Bar and Grill
Valleyfair
Viking Liquor Barrel
Village Liquor
Von Hanson’s Meats
Wampach’s Restaurant
Wheel of Fortune
Whiskey Inferno
Wild Ruffl e
Zuppa Cucina

The 13th Annual Tee It Up For The Task Force golf fundraiser took place at 
Stonebrooke Golf Club on Sept. 6.  Once again, we had a very successful event and 
I want to thank everyone involved and continue to update the community as to how 
we use the money we are raising.  

Thank you to all the golfers who year after year continue to support this event.  
For the fi fth year in a row, we completely sold out tee times (144 golfers) in early 
spring. This year, we also had a hole-in-one! Offi cer Joe Kanz of the Savage Police 
Department won a set of Cobra King F8 Irons (donated by Linda and Gary Shel-
ton) by holing out the 13th.  Other large raffl e prizes that were awarded include a 
55” Samsung TV donated by Bill and Rene’ Hammes; a one week stay in a private 
home in Florida with a private pool, donated by Paul Gabbert and Lisa Skoog; a 
three-night, two-day fi shing trip with lodging at Lake of the Woods donated by 
Dean Opatz of Opatz Charters; and a handgun donated by Dave Menden.  Scott 
County government, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, and Allina 
are also huge sponsors of this event.

  This event could never be the success it is without all the sponsors that donate 
time, money, and merchandise. To see all the great sponsors that support us, please 
like us and share on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/choosenottouse.org 
and visit our website at http://choosenottouse.org.  Please support these businesses 
and let them know you appreciate their help in keeping our kids off drugs and mak-
ing the right choices in their lives.  

Many thanks go out to the over 30 volunteers who take their time to lend their 
support to make this event run smoothly.  The County Attorney’s Offi ce Crime and 
Drug Prevention Coordinator, Kathy Welter, is the driving force behind Choose 
Not To Use, and I can’t thank her enough for her dedication and effort she puts in 
to this program.  

So what is Choose Not To Use, and what are we doing?  The mission of Choose 
Not To Use is to educate our kids K-12 about the dangers of illegal drug use and 
to provide them with the tools they need to say no and to make healthy lifestyle 
decisions. In 2017, we formed a partnership with Courage to Speak (http://courag-
etospeak.org) to provide drug prevention curricula to our schools at no cost to the 
school districts. The Courage to Speak curriculum provides eight to 15 ongoing 
lesson plans (depending on the age they are being provided to) and they are taught 
by a teacher from each school.  

The Courage to Speak Foundation was founded by Ginger and Larry Katz after 
they lost their son to a drug overdose.  Ginger made a promise to her son to do 
everything in her power to prevent a similar tragedy from happening to another 
family.  The Foundation’s mission is dedicated to “Saving lives by educating and 
empowering youth to be drug free and encouraging parents to talk to their children 
about the danger of drugs.”   The organization, with a team of experts, developed 
a drug prevention education curriculum evaluated and recommended by the Yale 
School of Medicine.  

The curricula provide education for 4th grade through 12th grade.  Each curricu-
lum starts with a book titled Sunny’s Story – How to Save a Young Life from Drugs.  
Sunny was the family beagle and was Ginger and Larry’s son, Ian’s, best friend. 
The book is told through Sunny’s eyes, and is quite engaging and powerful. The 
curriculum requires parental involvement and is socially and emotionally based.  
It concentrates on refusal skills, parent involvement, healthy passions, courage in 
relationships, and trusting adults.  

If your child attends a Scott County school during their elementary, middle, 
and/or high school years, he/she could potentially receive this curriculum three 
times during their K-12 years. Each curriculum is age-appropriate, will reiterate 
and build upon what they learned in prior years, and then concentrate on the drugs 
most affecting their age groups.  

Currently, the following schools are or will be implementing this curriculum 
that is provided to them:   Jordan High School, Middle School, and Elementary 
School; New Prague Elementary, Middle and High Schools; Twin Oaks and Hid-
den Oaks in Prior Lake; the River Valley Education Center Elementary and Middle 
Schools; and the Southwest Metro Oasis Program, Middle and High School.  Our 
goal is to provide this curriculum to all 26 Scott County schools.  This program 
costs approximately $900 per class, per school, and we have 26 public schools in 
Scott County.  But remember – thanks to the fundraiser and generosity of our 
community, Choose Not To Use will provide the curriculum at no cost to the 
school districts. We strongly believe in this program and in the need for it.  If 
your child’s school is not providing this curriculum, you should be asking them 
“why not?”  

The Task Force also recently partnered with Public Health and designed fi ve 
different anti-vaping posters, which have been distributed to13 different schools 
as well as a set to the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.  This is timely, 
given all the new concerns that are developing on the dangers of vaping.  

Follow and like me on Facebook at RBHocevar and Twitter @rhocevar1 
and Instagram. 

The winning foursome included Gary 
Bruggentheis, Lezlie Vermillion, 
Perry Mulcrone, and Thad Lawrynk.

The hole-in-one team included Curtis 
Culbreth, Gabe Kerkaert, Pat Miller, 
and Joe Kanz. Kanz hit the hole-in-
one.

SmartLink is seeking additional volunteer drivers to help drive individuals 
without vehicles in our community.  Volunteer drivers are essential to fi lling 
transportation gaps by providing rides to medical appointments, shopping and 
other destinations in and around Scott County.

 
Benefi ts of being a volunteer driver include:

• Knowing you are making a difference in the community.
• Flexible scheduling -- you decide when, where, and how often.
• Ability to donate time rather than money to help others.
• Mileage reimbursement; being able to use your own vehicle.
• Free Defensive Driving course through Scott County, resulting in lower 

insurance costs.

If you are looking for a way to give back within your community and feel 
being a Volunteer Driver is the right fi t for you please contact transit@co.scott.
mn.us or call (952) 496-8341, option 2.

Volunteer drivers wanted 


