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Local teen serves on State
4-H Ambassador team
For Maria Braun, 4-H has been a part
of her life since she was born. Earlier
this year, the Scott County 4-Her was
selected to serve on a 31-person team of
Minnesota 4-H State Ambassadors. For
the next year, she will participate in a
variety of activities to promote and represent 4-H while planning and implementing high quality programming for
Minnesota’s youth.
Maria has been involved in several
activities in Scott County 4-H. She has
served as her club president and Leaders
Council secretary. In addition to her role
as a State Ambassador, she also serves
as a Scott County 4-H Ambassador and
helps plan events and service projects
in Scott County. Maria has participated
in almost every project area that 4-H
offers, but notes her favorite project is
crafts and fine arts.
The Minnesota 4-H State Ambassador program has offered leadership and
civic engagement to 4-H members and
their communities through service, pro-

motion and education across
the state for
over 50 years.
Ambassadors
are role models for other
4-Hers and they
serve as positive representatives of the
Minnesota 4-H
Maria Braun
program. They
represent a diverse group of 4-H projects, programs, and areas of the state.
Maria is looking forward to sharing new
ideas and encouraging youth participation during her year-long term.
4-H is a youth development program
of the University of Minnesota open to
youth grades Kindergarten through one
year past high school. To learn more
about 4-H, contact the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410 or visit
z.umn.edu/4hinfo.

4-H programs for youth
adjusted during pandemic
4-H educators and volunteers have
adapted existing youth development
programs and developed innovative,
new experiences to meet the unique
needs of youth and families today.
4-H club members have engaged in local opportunities and connected with
statewide opportunities in a variety of
formats.
In the last several months, thousands
of 4-Hers across Minnesota have taken
part in at least one 4-H opportunity. 4-H
educators have designed and distributed more than 4,300 learning kits so
youth can engage in exploration away
from screens. Kit topics included arts,
science, gardening, and animals. Selfpaced learning has also taken place. An
example of this is learning to sew with
Scott County 4-Her Sanya, who taught
sewing techniques and how to make
cloth napkins through a series of videos
that a Minnesota 4-H youth can do on
their own time.
Minnesota 4-H is a youth development program available throughout
Minnesota for youth grades K-one year

after high school.
4-H’s learn-by-doing model guides
youth in designing
and participating
in their own programs and activities, which results
in hands-on learning. Through this unique process, youth
obtain essential life skills such as problem solving, decision making, coping,
and communicating that prepare them
to succeed in their school, college, community, and careers. Research shows
that youth who participate in 4-H have
better grades and are more emotionally engaged with school, are more than
twice as likely to be civically active,
contribute to their communities, and are
47 percent less likely to have risky or
problem behaviors. To learn more about
4-H in Scott County, visit https://local.
extension.umn.edu/local/scott/4-h
or
call the Scott County Extension office at
(952) 492-5410.

Register now for
virtual Master
Gardener classes

The Carver-Scott Master Gardener library classes will look a bit different
this year. We are beginning the year with virtual learning, for our February
and March classes. Please go to www.carverscottmastergardeners.org to
register. There you will be provided with the Zoom link for the class. Please
join us for an evening of learning with our University of Minnesota certified
volunteers.
Classes Offered

Class Date

Nature Heals

February 10, 2021

Growing Herbs

February 17, 2021

TBD

February 24, 2021

Fruit Trees in the Landscape

March 3, 2021

Food Preservation

March 10, 2021

Starting Seeds Indoors

March 17, 2021

Beginning Vegetable Gardening

March 24, 2021

Small Space Gardening

March 31, 2021
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Prepare your emergency plan

In the last two articles, we discussed the importance of maintaining a water supply and developing a family communications plan. Do you know what you would
do if faced with a disaster? This year, the one thing that is certain – absolutely nothing is certain. Let’s review the steps to create a family emergency plan.
The first step in developing a family emergency plan is to assess the threats that
may impact your community. Most disasters that impact Scott County involve high
winds or heavy rain. This year has brought civil unrest and a highly infectious disease into the spotlight. Some of the other emergencies that can impact your home
include a transportation accident, utility failures, extreme heat or cold, blizzards,
landslides, and fires.
The next step is to have an open conversation about the planning for a disaster.
It is easy to think that it can’t happen here. Most of the time it doesn’t. But when
it does, those that have prepared are more likely to recover. During a disaster, each
family member should know what their job is and what to expect.
Your family should develop a plan for actions to take in reacting to disaster. You
don’t need to focus on all the bad things that could happen – just what you could
do should a problem arise. You should have a plan on how to evacuate, shelter in
place, deal with a utility failure, and deal with a loss of communications.
If an emergency required you to evacuate your home, do you know where you
would reunite with your family? In grade school, most of us created escape plans
for a house fire. What if the hazard was a gas leak or chemical spill requiring a large
evacuation area? Where would you reunite with family members? Since cell phone
networks get quickly overloaded in a disaster, every family member needs to know
the meeting locations before a crisis strikes.
If you were told to shelter in place for a hazardous materials spill, would you
know what to do? If the air around your home is hazardous, it may be the safest
to shelter in place. You should shut off heating and cooling systems that bring in
fresh air into your home and close doors and windows. Leaky doors and windows
should be sealed with tape or wet towels. Seek out updates through media sources.
The good news is that most hazards are lighter or heavier than air and will dissipate
rather quickly.
If you were told to shelter in place for an act of violence, where would you go?
In most cases, the same place you shelter from a tornado will provide protection
from acts of violence. In homes with basements, the lowest level away from windows can be the safest place to wait the threat out.
Plan for utility failures in both summer and winter. Storms, accidents, and equipment failures can knock power out for hours at a time. It is a lot easier to switch
dinner plans to grilling when it is warm out than it is when it is subzero. If you have
a gas fireplace, your fireplace may have a manual ignition button. Check with your
manufacturer or installer.
Creating a family disaster plan does not need to be complicated. A little planning
can go a long way in helping your family overcome a stressful situation.

Military mission

“It started out that I wanted to send
Megan and her closest comrades some
of her favorite holiday cookies, but we
found out that either we could just send
a package to Megan or we had to send
something for the whole company. They
can’t share, and we couldn’t send homemade cookies,” said Lenzmeier.
Megan, a 2020 graduate of Jordan
High School, had suggested that her
mom get students to write letters to her
fellow soldiers since she really enjoyed
receiving regular mail from children of
family friends. So Lenzmeier contacted
Jordan Elementary School and the second, third, and fourth graders got busy
writing 250 letters. The fifth graders
were tasked with decorating bags for the
care packages.
Meanwhile, using money raised
from a GoFundMe page, seed money
from Thrivant Financial, and donations solicited through Facebook posts
to friends and family, Lenzmeier and
friends ordered black socks (required
for uniforms), lip balm, packages of
body wet wipes, and individually packaged red, white, and blue frosted cutout
turkey sugar cookies that said “thank
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you” to put into the care packages. The
bags were completed with the students’
appreciation letters.
A small group that ended up being
mainly the Lenzmeier family (because
of COVID restrictions) gathered at Penney Family Chiropractic in Jordan—
Lenzmeier’s workplace—after hours
and assembled the bags and packaged
them so they could be shipped on Nov.
20, prior to the company’s second graduation day, after which the active duty
soldiers would immediately be sent to
their next base of service. Shipping
costs alone where $360, but expenses
were covered through donations.
“I am so grateful for our community as they all came together to get this
done,” said Lenzmeier, who heard while
working on the project that their daughter may not make it home for quite some
time and that they couldn’t even leave
their compound to go to the PX (Post
Exchange) to purchase items. “Hopefully, those care packages -- which
may be the only ones they receive this
Christmas -- will give them a little
boost through a tough time,” she said.

Learn how to reduce salt pollution
The Scott SWCD and the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) are partnering together to host a free, new
Homeowner Winter Management webinar on chloride pollution.
The event will be held via zoom on Dec. 15, from 6:30-7:30
p.m. To register, call the Scott SWCD Education Specialist,
Shelby Roberts, at (952) 492-5448 or go online to scottswcd.org
and click on “News & Events”. Pre-registration is required for
webinar attendance.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Community Crime Map keeps residents
informed about neighborhood crime

In addition to posting crime data and other information on our website and
through social media, we also use an interactive, online Community Crime Map.
The intent of the map is to provide commonly requested information in a way that
is easily accessible to the public, helps foster awareness, and promotes community
engagement and collaboration to help meet public safety goals.
This Community Crime Map has been available to the public for several years,
but we hope to remind people they can utilize this service to gain a better understanding of crime throughout Scott County and make more informed decisions
about how to stay safe.
The Community Crime Map puts the same technology used by law enforcement
to analyze and interpret crime activity into the hands of the public. The mapping software interfaces with our records management system, and Sheriff’s Office
crime data are automatically uploaded twice daily. Users
can also access crime data from local and regional law enforcement agencies that are linked to the application.
The Community Crime Map is published through LexisNexis and can be accessed by going to the Scott County
Sheriff’s webpage at www.scottcountymn.gov/crimemap.
The site allows users to view crime activity near places
that are important to them, such as their home, place of
employment, or even near their child’s school. Users can
easily select the date range and the types of incidents they Scan to connect to
would like to see projected on a map of Scott County and the Sheriff’s Office
the surrounding area, as well as create simple reports and Crime Map webpage.
charts.
The site also includes an email-based crime alert service that allows users to
subscribe to receive reports via email regarding crime near their location of choice.
There is no charge to view the maps, charts, reports, or to receive the crime alerts.
In order to protect the public’s privacy, the Community Crime Map does not include incidents with private or confidential data. The Sheriff’s Office uses the law
enforcement version (private/classified data) of this software, just as the public can
use the public version (public data) to help us analyze crime trends in the townships
and surrounding areas.

Not only are there multiple exhibits in the Creative Arts Building at the Scott
County Fair, but volunteers staff multiple activities that take place during the
five-day event. More volunteers are always needed.

For over 104 years, residents
have exhibited their creative
talents at the Scott County Fair

People have been walking through
the Creative Arts Building at the Scott
County Fair for many years, but few
know and appreciate the history of the
building. Here is a short background of
the history of the Creative Arts Building.
In 1916, the Jordan Independent noted that a new Women’s Building was to
be built at the end of summer, for the
amount of $1,350, at the south end of the
Scott County Fairgrounds. This building and all its related projects would
eventually give rise to the Creative Arts
Building we know today. The premium
Important things to keep in mind:
books from 1940 and 1941 offered more
• Only reported incidents are represented on the map. Not all crime and other options and divisions broken down into
incidents are reported to law enforcement.
rural and semi-graded schools, (grades
• Not all incidents are crimes, and many incidents do not generate a police
1-8, ages 6-16) and high and graded
report. Quality of life issues -- such as noise, animal complaints, and
schools. In the premium books from
parking/driving complaints -- are not typically criminal in nature and may not 1959-1966, there was a push to have exgenerate a police report.
hibits include the work of as many of
• Pinpoints on the crime map are near where the crime occurred but not the
the grades as possible.
exact address.
In 1995, a new 50’ by 100’ home ac• Statistics can be misleading. Comparing data in different areas to decide
tivities/education exhibit building was
which area is safer is difficult. Some areas contain higher density housing
built, replacing the old 24’ by 48’ home
and/or commercial properties that may generate higher volumes of incidents/ activities and school exhibit buildings.
crimes than lower density housing with little or no commercial properties.
During this time, it was proposed to
• No one can predict solely based on past data exactly where crime will occur. change the building’s name from Cre• Although people tend to be most fearful of crimes committed by strangers,
ative Arts/School Exhibits to Creative
many reported crimes are committed by friends, acquaintances, and
Arts and Education Building.
family members.
Today, the building offers a plethora
• Do not rely on statistics alone when drawing conclusions about certain areas of project areas including children’s art,
or selecting a new place to live. Visit the area at different times of the day to
baking, sewing, quilting, photography,
see what it’s like. Talk to neighbors and businesses in the area. Find out if
woodworking, vegetables, flowers, and
there is a neighborhood association and contact the neighborhood leader.
more. It takes many volunteers to run
• Data provided on the Community Crime Map are susceptible to a degree
this building. There are many loyal parof error due to the complexities of the processes involved in compiling and
ticipants and volunteers who help make
presenting the data.
the creative arts experience and exhibits
better each year. These volunteers perAlthough Scott County continues to be a safe, secure community with relatively
low crime rates, I would still encourage everyone to check out the Community
Crime Map and sign up for the alerts to stay informed. Keeping the public informed of local crime information helps us work alongside our community and is
effective in reducing crime.
ing capacity.
If you have questions about the Community Crime Map, please feel free to
“We have not opened up our alternacontact me anytime using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@ tive sites yet,” Brodsky told the County
co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or commissioners, adding that some elecby mail at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN tive surgeries may again be delayed in
55379. You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.
order to keep hospital beds available for
other emergencies and COVID patients.
As of Dec. 1, 366 Scott County residents had been hospitalized with COVID, 60 of them in intensive care. Fifty-four County residents had died from
complications of COVID.
The Governor’s four-week shutdown
of bars and restaurants began Nov. 20
at midnight, and Brodsky said that the
majority of cases immediately prior to
the shutdown could be tracked to bars
and restaurants, private social gatherings, and late night outings. She said
that at one bar in Scott County, the bartender had COVID and 13 people who
had been sitting at the bar ended up test-

form tasks such as judging, clerking, set
up, clean up, and more. In 2019, there
were about 65 people who volunteered
in the Creative Arts and Education
Building.
Pat Will, one of the creative arts
superintendents, stated, “the Creative
Arts Building is a place where people,
ages 1 to 100, can show their talents in
everything they can make, bake, sew
and grow.” Will’s sentiments about the
building are similar to other loyal volunteers, such as Lori Pint, Joy Schmitt,
Dianne Jabs, Barb Lehnen, Cheryl Schmeig, and many more.
(If you would like a more detailed
history of the Creative Arts Building,
please check out our website at https://
scottcountyfair.org/wp-content/uploads/
History-and-Meaning-of-Creative-ArtsBuilding-2020.pdf to see what superintendent, Pat Will, put together to help
learn the history of this great event at
the Scott County Fair.)
If you’re interested in helping in the
Creative Arts Building, please feel free
to contact Pat Will at (952) 447-1652.
You can also contact any of the superintendents listed at the top of the premium
book. See the Scott County Fair website
for the current premium book at https://
scottcountyfair.org/forms/creative-artseducation-horticulture-registration/.
And start planning ahead for next
year’s Fair entries! We hope to see you
and your entries at the Scott County Fair
-- July 26 - August 1, 2021 – we’re planning on “Double the Fun in 2021.”

COVID-19 cases
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ing positive as well. She said there have
been some weddings, and she commended the hosts for the precautions
they had taken, but there have still been
a few outbreaks.
Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen
said Nov. 24 his department had not issued any citations for breaking the Governor’s orders. “We prefer to educate,”
he told the County Board. However,
he said they would take action, for example, if bars were open against orders.
Brodsky added that the state had issued
citations.
Even with promising vaccines being
developed and a plan for distribution
nearly ready to implement, Brodsky is
anticipating an increase in cases after
the holidays. “Unfortunately, I’m afraid
it will get worse before it gets better,”
she said.

