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2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan System Updates: 
 
 
1. The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park (formerly known as Murphy’s 

Landing) has been added to the regional park system as a Special Recreation Feature (owned 
and operated by Three Rivers Park District).  The Landing has been added to the Scott 
County Regional Park and Trail System Map. 

2. The SW Dakota County future park search area has been removed from the 2030 
Regional Parks Policy Plan.  Reference to a future park in the southwest area of Dakota 
County has been removed from the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map.   

3. The future study area in Belle Plaine Township has been removed from the 2030 
Regional Parks Policy Plan.  Reference to a future study area in the southwest area of Scott 
County has been removed from the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map.   

4. “Proposed Trail Search Areas” recommended for regional status in 2009 by Scott County 
have been added to the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan.  The following search corridors 
have been changed from “Proposed” to “Regional Trail Search Areas” in the County’s 2030 
Comprehensive Plan Update and are shown as yellow lines (previously pink) on the Scott 
County Regional Park and Trail System Map: 

a. Big Rivers Regional Trail Extension Search Corridor 
This is a proposed regional trail search corridor that will extend the planned Big 
Rivers/Minnesota River Regional Greenway Trail from the border of Dakota County 
west to connect to the Minnesota Valley State Trail and The Landing in Shakopee. 

b. Prior Lake Outlet Regional Trail Search Corridor  
This is a proposed regional trail search corridor that generally follows the Prior Lake 
Outlet Channel and will connect the Scott West Trail Corridor to planned regional 
and state trails along the Minnesota River. 

c. Louisville Regional Trail Search Corridor  
This is a proposed regional trail search corridor that will connect the Scott West Trail 
Corridor to proposed regional trails in Carver County along the abandoned Union 
Pacific Railroad crossing of the Minnesota River.  

d. Elko New Market-Blakeley Regional Trail Search Corridor  
This is a proposed regional trail search corridor that will connect the future Blakeley 
Bluffs Park Reserve, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, the Southern Scott County 
Regional Trail Search Corridor, and the Elko New Market-Doyle Kennefick Regional 
Trail Search Corridor in Scott County to the Chub Creek Greenway Regional Trail 
Search Corridor in Dakota County. 
 

e. Elko New Market-Doyle Kennefick Regional Trail Search Corridor 
This is a proposed regional trail search corridor that will link the proposed Elko New 
Market-Blakeley Regional Trail Corridor to Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park. 
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f. Blakeley Bluffs Regional Trail Extension Search Corridor 
This is an extension of the Southern Scott Trail Search Corridor from the future 
Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve to the Ney Nature Center in Le Sueur County. 
 

Park and Trail Master Plans Adopted Since 2009: 
 
1. The Minnesota River Bluffs Regional Trail and Scott County Connection Master 

Plan (in partnership with Carver County) was adopted in April 2011.  The Union Pacific 
Railroad corridor purchased by Scott County is shown as a planned regional trail on the 
Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map. 

2. The Scott West Regional Trail Master Plan was adopted in September 2011.  The Scott 
West Corridor is shown as an existing/planned regional trail on the Scott County Regional 
Park and Trail System Map. 

3. The Spring Lake Regional Trail Master Plan was adopted in September 2011.  The 
Spring Lake Trail Corridor is shown as a planned regional trail on the Scott County Regional 
Park and Trail System Map. 

4. The Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.  
The planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System 
Map and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map. 

5. The Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.   The 
planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map 
and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map. 

6. The Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.  The 
planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map 
and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map. 

 
Partnership with Three Rivers Park District: 

In December 2010, the Scott County Board and Three Rivers Park District Board established a 
joint powers agreement creating a unique partnership to collaboratively and efficiently operate 
all regional facilities within Scott County.  Under the partnership, Three Rivers takes a leading 
role in operating and maintaining the park and trail units owned by Scott County, in addition to 
the Three Rivers facilities within Scott County.  Scott County provides its existing operating 
resources (staff, trail maintenance agreements, county programs, volunteers, etc.) and 
successful collaborative efforts with local partner agencies.  Each agency retains final authority 
over the facilities they own, however a policy board has been established to coordinate decision 
making.  This partnership is expected to improve efficiencies and provide additional resources 
to operate and maintain the regional park and trail system in Scott County.  
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Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park  

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park is located in south central Scott County.  The park has 4,300 
feet of shoreline on Cedar Lake, a popular fishery.  The park was recognized as “One of the Last 
Best Places” to preserve for future generations in the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan (2005).  
The park’s first 173 acres were dedicated in 2004 as part of an adjacent residential subdivision.  
The site of the former day resort was acquired in 2006.  Cedar Lake Farm opened for seasonal 
public use in 2009 with the support of a public-private partnership and volunteer caretakers.  
Since then, the lakeside area has offered public recreation including a swimming beach, shore 
fishing, community events, picnicking and event rentals, horse-shoe courts and group camping. 

In 2011, a development master plan was adopted (replacing the previous acquisition master 
plan) with an updated planned park boundary.  The vision for Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park 
builds on the site’s successful history as a large group picnic and event venue, its picturesque 
lakeside setting with farm structures, and an undeveloped, mature stand of Maple-Basswood 
forest.  The vision also reflects the area’s history as a farming community which continues to 
have strong ties to food production and an interest in locally and sustainably grown food.  The 
master plan guides the development of the park as a destination for:  

• Family, lakeside, picnicking and play; 
• Group and community programs and events; and 
• Reconnecting with local food production from the soil to the table through hand’s on 

gardening, cooking, and programming activities.  

Total size:   254 acres 
Acquired:   230 acres 
To be acquired:  24 acres 

 

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park is operated under a partnership between Scott County and Three 
Rivers Park District.  



Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update – Parks & Trails Amendments:  December 18, 2012 
~ 4 ~ 

 



Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update – Parks & Trails Amendments:  December 18, 2012 
~ 5 ~ 

Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park  
 
Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park is located in rural central Scott County, four miles south of the 
City of Prior Lake.  The park’s mix of high quality native forests and wetlands offer quality 
habitat recognized as having regional ecological significance, beautiful scenery and outstanding 
opportunities for outdoor recreation.  The park became a component of the Regional Park 
System in 2004, when an acquisition master plan was completed. 
 
The development master plan (2011) presents a vision for the park and builds on the site’s 
striking landscape of native forests and wetlands, beautiful rolling topography and its link to the 
American pioneer past through an 1860s homestead.  The vision reflects the history of the site 
and the community heritage of living off the land and a joy and passion for outdoor recreation, 
conservation and nature exploration.  Amenities include a nature center/outdoors discovery 
center, 13 miles of hiking and nature trails, eight miles of bike trails, a picnic shelter, trail head 
and room rental, and renovation and re-use of farmstead structures. 

As a result of the master planning process and detailed analysis of landscapes and resources, the 
planned park boundary is expanded from 915 to 1,136 acres.  

Total size:   1,136 acres 
Acquired:   490 acres 
To be acquired:  646 acres 
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Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve 

Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve is a unique and extensive natural resource and recreational asset in 
the southwest metropolitan area.  Located along the Minnesota River in the bluff lands of Scott 
County, the park reserve is characterized by large areas of continuous forest, stunning viewsheds 
with western sunsets, dramatic topographic changes, and high quality habitats of note on a 
regional scale.  Given its location overlooking the Minnesota River and the presence of 
numerous cultural resource sites, the park reserve also represents an important link to the 
indigenous populations living in the area before settlement.  The site’s extensive ecological 
value, rich Native American history, and potential for unique recreational opportunities set it 
apart as a special place to preserve for future generations to enjoy. 

Local and regional efforts to conserve the area as a park reserve date back to the early 1960s.  
While early preservation efforts waned, interest in the park reserve concept renewed as rapid 
development occurred in the late 1990s and early 2000s.  This renewed interest culminated in 
2005 with the addition of a 6,000 acre park search area in the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan 
to fill a recreational service area gap in the southwest metro and to preserve an exemplary model 
of historic Minnesota River Valley landscape. 

The Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Acquisition Master Plan (2011) refined the 6,000 acre search 
area to an approximately 2,440 acre park reserve planned boundary.  Goals identified in the 
master plan include:  

• Preservation of the scenic, natural and cultural qualities of the Blakeley Bluffs and 
Minnesota River Valley area; 

• Opportunities for regional outdoor recreation activities such as hiking, 
canoeing/kayaking, cross country skiing, and camping; 

• Wildlife habitat enhancement and water quality improvement projects; 
• Developing partnerships to offer environmental and cultural resource education 

programs and activities; and 
• Creating economic growth opportunities through outdoor recreation and tourism that 

could mirror a “Little Lanesboro” in Blakeley.  

The master plan also identifies a potential collaboration concept with the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources to acquire land and deliver recreation services.  The 
acquisition of the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve is planned to span the next 50+ years.  

Total size:   2,440 acres 
Acquired:   8 acres 
To be acquired:  2,432 acres 
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The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park 
 
Located on the scenic Minnesota River, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park, formerly 
Historic Murphy's Landing, was established in 1969.  This 96-acre living history museum 
depicts life in the Lower Minnesota River Valley from the 1840s–1890s with authentic 19th-
century buildings, demonstrations, and a scenic river trail and overlook.  Original site features 
include Major Murphy's inn and ferry crossing, the Pond Grist Mill, and a river overlook wall 
constructed by the Works Progress Administration.  The mission of the park is to interpret how 
people, for thousands of years, have connected with the Minnesota River and its surrounding 
natural and cultural resources. 
 
The Landing was purchased by Three Rivers Park District in 2002.  It was added to the Regional 
Park System in 2010 as a Special Recreation Feature.  The Landing Development Plan was 
previously prepared in 2006.  Three Rivers Park District is currently in the early stages to 
prepare a master plan for the site, building upon the previous plan.   
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Scott West Corridor  
 
The Scott West Trail is a 16.4-mile long planned trail that primarily functions as a “linking trail” 
connecting Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve, Cleary Lake Regional Park, Spring Lake Regional 
Park, and the Minnesota Valley State Trail.  This regional trail will provide a connection between 
Dakota, Scott, and Carver Counties and the cities of Lakeville, Prior Lake, Shakopee, 
Chanhassen, and Credit River Township.  This trail is predominantly located within the right-of-
way of major thoroughfares in Scott County.   
 
Approximately eight miles of this trail exist today.  One unique feature is a planned one-mile 
bicycle boulevard segment within the older part of Shakopee making a direct connection into the 
downtown commercial district.  The trail also makes use of the recently refurbished Historic 
Holmes Street Bicycle & Pedestrian Bridge (of statewide significance) that provides a key 
connection across the Minnesota River and access to the rest of the regional trail system. 
 
Spring Lake Corridor  
 
The planned Spring Lake Regional Trail Corridor is envisioned as a “destination trail” 
connecting Spring Lake Regional Park in Prior Lake to Lagoon Park in Jordan (a future hub of 
regional trails), the Minnesota Valley State Trail, and a future Carver County regional park along 
the Minnesota River bluffs.  Through Spring Lake Regional Park, a connection will be made to 
the Scott West Trail.  Along the way, this 13.5-mile corridor is proposed to journey along a 
number of natural landscapes and unique features, including lakes and wetlands, drainageways, 
forests, prairies, and the Minnesota River bluffs.  This is expected to be a long-term corridor 
with trail sections developing incrementally as the cities of Jordan and Prior Lake continue to 
grow outward and land uses change. 
 
UP Rail Corridor  
 
The Minnesota River Bluffs Regional Trail and the Scott County Connection Master Plan 
provides a vision for the Union Pacific Railroad Chaska Industrial Lead corridor as a multi-use 
trail that provides a major connection to the Carver County and Scott County regional trail 
systems.  The master plan outlines an approximately 4.2 mile long regional trail, extending from 
Athletic Park in Chaska over the Minnesota River at the City of Carver and ending at Merriam 
Junction in Louisville Township.    
 
In 2007 Union Pacific Railroad (UP) filed to abandon 5.3 miles of railroad following the collapse 
of a bridge structure in the spring of 2007.  Scott County Regional Railroad Authority Board 
(SCRRA), Carver County Regional Railroad Authority (CCRRA), Metropolitan Council, and the 
cities of Carver and Chaska entered into a joint powers agreement to discuss UP corridor reuse 
opportunities and develop a negotiating position for acquisition of the corridor.  The JPA 
purchased the corridor from UP under the federal rail banking “Interim Trail Use” program.  
Scott and Carver Counties prepared the master plan collaboratively to outline the planned reuse 
of the rail corridor for a regional trail.   
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GbWXGbWX GfWXGfWX SÚSÚ ĢWXĢWX?±A@?±A@SØSØGjWXGjWXGdWXGdWX
?̧A@?̧A@ ?̧A@?̧A@?̧A@?̧A@ ?±A@?±A@ ?̧A@?̧A@ ?̧A@?̧A@ GàWXGàWXGàWXGàWXGàWXGàWX

GbWXGbWX GdWXGdWX

GpWXGpWX

GpWXGpWX

?ÒA@?ÒA@

GÅWXGÅWX

G|WXG|WXGwWXGwWXG©WXG©WX
GoWXGoWX

?ºA@?ºA@ G©WXG©WX

GfWXGfWX

GqWXGqWX

GuWXGuWX

GuWXGuWX

GaWXGaWX

GÜWXGÜWX

GÝWXGÝWX

GuWXGuWX

GïWXGïWX
GqWXGqWX

SÌSÌ

SÈSÈ

GoWXGoWX
GqWXGqWX

G³WXG³WX

GrWXGrWX

)y)y

GpWXGpWX

GoWXGoWX

Helena Twp

Shakopee

Belle Plaine Twp
Cedar Lake Twp

New Market Twp

Blakeley Twp

Savage

Sand Creek Twp

Prior Lake

Spring Lake Twp

Credit River Twp

Louisville Twp

St. Lawrence Twp

Jackson Twp

Belle Plaine

Jordan

Elko New Market

New Prague

Lydia

Blakeley

Marystown

Union Hill

St. Patrick

Credit River

St. Benedict

Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update
2030 Planned Land Use
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This map is neither a legally recorded document nor a survey 
and is intended for planning purposes only.  Delineations may 
not be exact.
Prepared by:  Scott County Zoning Administration - 1/8/13

®

*Note for Rural Residential Growth - Staged:  This area is guided for higher rural residential densities 
(i.e. 1 per 2 1/2 acres) once a detailed planning process has occured that addresses the cumulative impacts 
the change in density will have on natural resources, transportation, and storm water management.
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	2012 Comp Plan Update - Parks and Trails-FINAL
	1. The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park (formerly known as Murphy’s Landing) has been added to the regional park system as a Special Recreation Feature (owned and operated by Three Rivers Park District).  The Landing has been added to the Scott...
	2. The SW Dakota County future park search area has been removed from the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan.  Reference to a future park in the southwest area of Dakota County has been removed from the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map.
	3. The future study area in Belle Plaine Township has been removed from the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan.  Reference to a future study area in the southwest area of Scott County has been removed from the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System ...
	4. “Proposed Trail Search Areas” recommended for regional status in 2009 by Scott County have been added to the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan.  The following search corridors have been changed from “Proposed” to “Regional Trail Search Areas” in the ...
	1. The Minnesota River Bluffs Regional Trail and Scott County Connection Master Plan (in partnership with Carver County) was adopted in April 2011.  The Union Pacific Railroad corridor purchased by Scott County is shown as a planned regional trail on ...
	2. The Scott West Regional Trail Master Plan was adopted in September 2011.  The Scott West Corridor is shown as an existing/planned regional trail on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map.
	3. The Spring Lake Regional Trail Master Plan was adopted in September 2011.  The Spring Lake Trail Corridor is shown as a planned regional trail on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map.
	4. The Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.  The planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map.
	5. The Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.   The planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map.
	6. The Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park Master Plan was adopted in December 2011.  The planned park boundary is shown on the Scott County Regional Park and Trail System Map and the 2030 Planned Land Use Map.
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